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OoL.  JofiM  F&iNKiJN  TO  Doc.  HamiltoN|  1786« 

Annenia^  June  8tb,  1786. 
D'DoGtor, 

I  left  Hartford  last  Week  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  am  now 
on  mj  Joamey  to  Wyoming.  I  expect  yon  have  reoeivcKl  my 
Letter  of  the  8d  Ipst,  in  which  I  informed  yoa  that  Oongrew  have 
Accepted  the  CeeBiona  from  Ckmneoticut.  I  expect  that  to  be  a 
Coofirmatioii  of  onr  Title.  Nothing  farther  Done  in  Aeeembly 
leepeoting  Wyoming  afiain — it's  thought  beet  by  friends  to  rest 
qidet  at  Present — to  holc^  fBSt  to  our  PurohssC;  &o. 

I  have  been  to  Windham }  Bsq.  Gray  had  no  Blank  Certificates. 
I  send  you  ten  full  Shares,  from  No.  140  to  149  Included.  I  take 
a  receipt  from  ESsq.  Beach,  and  expect  he  will  take  one  from  you ; 
he  will  also  send  you  15  shares,  to  make  25  in  the  whole. 

Bsq.  Gray  thhiks  best  to  issue  no  more  Certificates  at  Present,  as 
300  have  already  been  Delivered  to  the  Com'tee.  Should  it  be 
anewiary,  others  may  be  Issued  hereafter.  It's  best  to  take  Care 
hew  huodn  are  Desposed  of.  I  expect  that  many  Certificates  have 
heoi  given  oat  that  will  answer  but  a  small  Purpose  to  the  Company. 
I  find  Qua  Esq.  Gray  has  given  out  near  50  half  Shares  to  Persona 
to  repair  to  Wyoming  and  Continue  three  years— that  no  Condition 
IS  mentioned  in  the  Certificate — that  not  more  than  7  of  those 
Penons  are  in  that  County,  which  I  Conceive  to  be  an  argument 
that  it's  best  to  be  careful.  The  400  half  Shares  are  not  all  taken 
up— it's  thought  best  to  fill  them — let  those  that  are  disposed  to 
become  Adventurers  have  a  recommendation  to  repair  to  Wyoming, 
toreedve  Certificates  from  the  Com' tee  on  the  Spot;  which  may 
prevent  trouble  hereafter.  I  would  wish  to  have  every  Plan  put  in 
Kxeention  to  get  on  Settlers. 

"  I  hope  yon  will  Procure  the  Physick  and  Pills  you  talked  of  at 
^  Hartford,  and  send  the  same  on.  I  can  administer  them  if  Neces- 
*^  stry,  though  I  have  not  the  Theory  of  Physick,  I  Profess  to  know 
^  something  of  Practice.''  By  late  Accounts  from  Wyoming  I  hear 
that  a  Justice  of  Peace,  a  Sheriff  and  one  other  Person  as  Assistant, 
ell  from  Sunberry,  have  lately  been  in  the  Settlement  to  Execute 
Wsrrante  against  those  that  neglected  to  give  Bail  for  good  Beha- 
viour,  but  met  with  Poor  Success,  that  attempting  to  take  one  of 
oar  Party  the  Sheriff's  Bully  Presented  a  Pistol  and  Demanded  a 
Snnrender,  but  however,  the  Bully  received  a  flogging,-  and  the 
whole  have  returned  to  Sunberry  to  make  report.  As  I  had  the 
news  from  a  Second  hand  I  cannot  give  the  Partieuhira.    I  expect 
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they  will  use  every  Plan  to  execute  their  Laws ;  they  appear  more 
fond  of  fighting  us  with  their  Law  Books  than  with  Rifles,  though 
they  appear  fond  of  the  latter  as  often  as  they  can  find  us  in  a 
Defenceless  Situation,  and  more  especially  when  they  have  only 
Women  and  Children  to  oppose  them.  I  shall  make  a  List  of  those 
that  have  taken  Certificates  for  Rights  as  soon  as  may  he,  after  I 
return,  and  shall  endeavor  to  let  you  know  the  numher  of  those  that 
have  taken  Certificates  from  you,  and  are  on  the  Spot. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  Ohedient 
&  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 

Directedj 

-  Doct.  Joseph  Hamilton,  City  of  Hudson,  State  of  N.  York. 


Circular. 
SswBTAay  09  OoNeBBSB  TO  Pbes.  F&ahelin,  1786. 

Ofiioe  of  Secretary  of  Congieas,  Jwae  9tfay  1786. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  eiMdosed 
two  copies  of  the  continuation  of  the  Journal  frbm  3d  of  March  to 
2d  instant,  one  for  the  Legislative,  the  other  for  the  Executive 
branch  of  0-overnment,  and  also  two  copies  of  the  treaty  of  oommerco 
lately  concluded  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  Excellencys  most  obedient,  k 
Most  humble  servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


DBLBQATBa   IN   CONGRBSS  TO   PbES.   FrANKLIN,   1786. 

New  York,  9th  June,  1786. 
Sir, 

Tetterday  we  had  the  Honour  to  receive  your  Excellency's  Letter 
of  the  4th  Instant.  We  went  to  wait  on  the  Governor  of  this  State 
with  tho  Communications  committed  to  us,  but  His  Excellency  tho' 
daily  expected,  is  not  returned  from  a  Journey  northwrnl  on  whiob 
he  set  oat  some  weeks  aga 
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Tlie  IMegslet  ifom  Oonneoiieat  being  absent  fitmi  OongreM^  we 
Inve  tnoemitted  to  Mr.  Miteheli^  one  of  Uioae  Delegi^ea  (wko  we 
vndenlasd  to  be  dso  a  Member  of  tbe  Legielatue  and  now  at 
Hmtferd,)  a  Copj  of  yonr  fizoellenoy's  Letter  of  tbe  4tb  Inetant, 
ezeept  tbe  cautionary  Part  respecting  the  intereepted  Lettei^-*«ko 
»  Copy  of  Mr.  Sbaw'a  Letter  to  your  Sxoelieney,  leaytng  ont  the 
Bame  of  the  writer  of  tbe  intereepted  Letter,  and  the  name  of  Ae 
Pereen  to  whom  it  was  directed. 

This  morning  Dr.  Johnson  has  resnmed  his  Seat  in  Oongwiimi 
We  haTc  oommanieated  to  him  the  Contents  of  yonr  Exoeuency's 
Letter  ft  Incloeorea.  He  ezpreeaes  great  Conoem  that  the  Diatvae- 
tiona  in  Pennsylvania  are  thus  Oontinned^  but  seems  very  oonfident 
that  the  Stete  of  Oonnecticat  will  disconntenance  it's  Oitisens  in  all 
lartber  panoit  of  Claims  in  Pennsylvania  other  than  such  as  tbe 
Laws  and  Policy  •of  the  latter  shall  warrant  He  has  not  lately  been 
at  Hartford  where  the  Legislature  are  now  sitting,  but  says  be  is 
well  informed  that  the  Act  of  Congress  respecting  their  proposed 
Oeesion  will  enable  tbe  State  to  induce  the  Susquehanna  Company 
to  transfer  their  riews  from  Pennsylvania  to  a  more  westem 
Country.  ^Tbis  done  the  Insurgency  in  Penaa.  will  probably 
subside. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

ft  most  humble  ServantSy  

CHA.  PBTTIT, 
JOHN  BAYAKD. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Tbeaty  with  Prussia,  1786. 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 
To  all  to  wbom  these  Presents  shall  come,  Greeting. 

Whereas  a  traaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  between  bis  majestj  the 
king  of  Prussia,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  was  concluded  and 
signed  by  tbe  plenipotentiaries  of  the  said  United  StateSy  and  by 
tbe  plenipotentiary  of  bis  said  majesty,  duly  and  respectively  au* 
thonsed  for  that  purpose,  at  the  places  of  their  respective  residence, 
and  at  tbe  dates  expressed  under  their  several  signatures,  which  said 
treaty,  written  both  in  tbe  American  and  French  languages,  is  (hi 
tbe  Amerioaa)  in  the  words  following,  to  wit, 

A  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  between  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Prussia,  and  the  United  States  of  America. 
Hifl  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  tbe  United   States  of 
deairing  to  fix,  in  a  permanent  and  equitable  xnanner,  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


16  PBNNSTLYANIA  ASOHIVfiS  1781. 

ffiles  to  be  observed  io  the  interooime  and  commeioe  tli^j  desire 
to  eslabHth  between  their  raspeetiTe  ooantries,  hie  migeety  and  the 
United  Stfttee  have  judged  that  the  said  end  oannot  be  belter 
obtained  than  by  taking  the  most  perfect  eqi»atitj  and  reoipriMilty 
lor  the  baeis  of  their  agreement. 

With  this  view  his  majesty  the  Icing  of  Prasaia  has  nominatod 
sod  oonstitnted  as  his  plenipotentiary,  the  baron  Frederick  WilUam 
de  Thnlemier,  his  privy  coansellor  of  embassy,  and  envoy  estraor- 
dinaiy,  with  their  high  mightinesses  the  states  general  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  and  the  United  States,  have  on  their  part,  given  fnll 
powers  to  John  Adams,  esqaire,  late  one  of  their  ministers  plenipo- 
tentiary for  negoeiating  a  peace,  heretofore  a  delegate  in  Oongiees 
from  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  chief  justice  of  the  same,  and 
now  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  with  his  Britannic 
majesty;  doctor  Benjamin  Franklin,  late  minister  plenipotentiary  at 
the  conrt  of  Versailles,  and  another  of  their  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary for  negoeiating  a  peace }  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  heretofore  a 
delegate  in  Congress,  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  sovernor  oi 
•the  said  state,  and  now  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  the  conrt  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  whioh  respective 
plenipotentiaries,  after  having  exchanged  their  full  powers,  and  on 
mature  deliberation,  have  concluded,  settled  and  signed  the  fol- 
lowing articles. 

Art.  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  universal  peace  and 
sincere  friendship  between  his  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  his  heirs, 
duceessore  and  subjects,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  their  citiaens  on  the  other,  without  exceptions  of 
persons  or  places. 

An.  2.  The  subjects  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  may 
frequent  all  the  coasts  and  countries  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  reside  and  trade  there  in  all  sorts  of  produce,  manu£M>tnres  and 
merchandise }  and  shall  pay  within  the  said  United  States  no  other 
or  greater  duties,  charges  or  fees  whatsoever  than  the  most  favored 
nations  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay ;  and  they  shall  enjoy  ail  the 
riffhts,  privileges  and  exemptions  in  navigation  and  oommeroe, 
whioh  the  most  favored  nation  does  or  shall  enjoy;  aubmitting 
themselves,  nevertheless  to  the  laws  and  usages  there  eatahlished, 
and  to  which  are  submitted  the  citiiens  of  the  United  Statesi  and 
the  mtiaens  and  subjects  of  the  most  favored  nations. 

Art,  8.  In  like  manner  the  citisena  of  the  United  •States  of  . 
America  may  frequent  all  the  coasts  and  countries  of  his  majesty 
Ae  king  of  Prussia,  and  reside  and  trade  there  in  all  sorts  of  pr<^ 
dnce,  manufactures  and  merchandise,  and  shall  pay  in  the  dominions 
of  his  said  majesty,  no  other  or  greater  duties,  charges  or  fees  wha^ 
soever,  than  the  most  favored  nation  is  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay; 
and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights^  privileges  and  exemptions  in 
navigation  and  commerce  which  the  most  favored  nation  does  or 
shall  enjoy;  submitting  themselves  nevertheless  to  the  laws  and 
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t  Miblkked,  9ad  to  wUdi  «•  wtiritma  thi  irt^oii  rf 
kislHijttty  ike  kisg  of  Plunuiy  sad  the  siibjaott  mmI  ritiieiM  of  Km 
BOitfiiTorBd  mrtmis. 

^fit  4.  Mort  cipoeidly  etoh  p«rtj  shall  kave  a  right  t»  oafvy 
thdr  own  prodnoOi  nanafiMtarea  and  BnerabaiidiaOi  in  thoir  own  or 
any  other  Teaaeki  to  any  porta  of  the  doBBiaiona  cf  tho  oihor,  whoio 
h  ahail  be  lawfol  for  all  tho  anbjeola  or  «itiwBS  of  thai  other,  freely 
to  perohaaa  them ;  and  tboBoe  to  take  the  prodooe,  mamihetiiree  and 
naMhandiao  of  the  ether,  whidi  all  the  aaid  eiltsena  or  anhjeeta  ahall 
in  like  manner  be  free  to  sell  them,  paying  in  both  eaaee  aim  doticiay 
ehaigea  and  feea  only,  m  are  or  shall  be  paid  by  the  moat  fe^ored 
nation.  NoTerteless  the  king  of  Prnsaia  and  the  United  Statra, 
and  ea^  of  them,  reaerve  to  themaelrea  the  right  where  any  nation 
ratraina  the  transportation  of  mwohandiie  to  the  Teasela  of  the 
eontiy  of  which  it  ia  ^  growth  or  numnfMtnffe,  to  eatabUah  aMlnat 
such  nation  retaliatbg  regnlationa;  and  also  the  right  tofvraiMi, 
in  thetf  respective  conntrles,  the  imprtathm  and  exportation  of  all 
merehandise  whatsoeTer,  when  reasons  of  state  ahall  reqaiva  it.  In 
this  eaaa  the  anhjeeta  or  citiaens  of  either  of  the  oontraoting  partlea 
shall  not  import  nor  export  the  merehandise  prohibilad  by  the  other; 
bat  if'  one  of  the  oontneting  parties  permits  any  other  nalien  to 
import  or  export  the  same  merehandiae^  the  eittaena  or  anbjeota  of 
the  other  shall  immediately  enjoy  the  same  liberty. 

ilrf.  5.  The  merchanta,  oommandera  of  Teasels,  or  other  snbjeete 
or  eltneiM  of  either  party,  shall  not,  within  the  ports  or  jmriadietion 
of  the  oaher  be  foreed  to  onload  any  sort  of  merahandiae  into  any 
other  Teasels,  nor  to  recdre  them  into  their  own,  nor  to  wait  Am* 
their  being  loaded  longer  than  they  please. 

Ari,  6.  That  the  vessels  of  either  party  loading  within  the  porta 
or  jnrisAetlon  of  the  other,  may  not  be  naelessly  haraased  or  detained, 
it  is  agreed  that  all  examinations  of  gooda  reqnired  by  the  laws, 
shall  be  made  before  they  are  laden  on  board  the  Tasael,  and  that 
there  Aall  be  no  examination  after;  nor  ahall  the  vessel  he  searched 
at  any  time,  unless  artieles  ahall  have  been  laden  thereb  elandea- 
tnely  and  illegally,  in  which  case  the  person  by  whose  order  they 
were  eanied  on  board,  or  who  carried  them  withont  order,  ahall  be 
liable  .to  the  laws  of  the  land  in  whieh  he  is,  bnt  no  other  psiaon 
shall  be  molested,  nor  shall  any  other  gooda,  nor  the  veaial  be  aehwd 
or  detained  for  that  canae. 

Art.  7.  Bach  party  shall  endeavonr,  by  all  the  meana  in  thehr 
power,  to  proteot  and  defNid  all  Teaasls  and  other  eleota  bdonging 
to  the  dtiaena  or  anljeets  of  Ae  other,  wbloh  ahall  be  wMIn  the 
extent  of  their  jnrisdiotion,  by  sea  or  by  land ;  and  ahall  wsoail  tbohr 
elbrtB  to  recover,  and  eanse  to  be  restored  to  their  right  ownMi^ 
Am  vesseb  and  effeets  which  shall  be  taken  fWwi  ^em  within  the 
extent  of  their  said  jnrisdiotion* 

ArL  8.  The  vessels  of  the  snbjeots  or  citiaens  of  either  pat^, 
aonhig  on  any  coaat  belongfaig  to  the  other,  lot  not  willing  to  enter 
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'into  jpujHf  or  boiag  mttwd  iolD  port>  Aid  ooil  williiig  lo  «aioad  iMr 
cargoes  or  h€mk  bslk,  sImU  haro  libortf  to  depart  and  to  p«iwae 
their  voyage  without  molestation  and  withoot  being  obliged  to  render 
«eeoun(»  of  their  oarg^,  or  to  pay  any  dntieBy  ehaigee  or  fedli  whatso* 
«ver,  ei^eept  thoee  ettabliahed  for  Temels  entered  into  port,  and 
appffopriated  to  the  maintainanee  of  the  port  itMlf,  or  of  other 
establtabttiente  for  the  safety  and  convenience  of  naTigalorSi  whioh 
dutieai  ehargee  and  feea  shall  be  the  same,  afod  shall  be  paid  ea  tbe 
same  footing  as  in  the  ease  of  subjeots  and  oitiiens  of  the  eenntry 
where  tbey  ate  established. 

Ari.  9.  When  any  vessel  of  either  party  shall  be  wreeked,  fooi^ 
dered,  or  otherwise  damaged  on  the  coasts,  or  within  the  dominion 
ef  the  other,  their  respeotive  sabjects  or  citisens  shall  rsceive,  as 
well  for  themselves  as  far  their  vessels  and  offsets,  the  same  assiet- 
i^nee  wkiob  would  be  doe  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  when 
the  dami^  happens,  and  shall  pay  thoNsame  diarges  and  dnes  only 
as  the  saS  inhabitants  would  be  subject  to  pay  in  a  like  ease ;  and 
if  the  operations  of  repair  shall  reouire  that  the  wh<^e  or  any  part 
of  their  cargo  be  unladed,  they  afaall  pay  no  duties,  ^bama  or  fbes 
on  the  part  which  they  shall  rriade  and  carry  away.  The  ancient 
and  barbarous  right  to  wrseks  of  the  sea  shall  be  entitely  abolished, 
irith  respect  to  ihe  aabjeets  or  dtlaens  of  the  two  oentraoting  parties. 

Art  10.  The  eitisens  or  subjeots  of  each  party  shall  have  power 
to  diapose  df  their  penonal  goods  within  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the  either, 
^y  teatameni,  donation  or  otherwise;  and  their  representativei, 
being  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other  party,  shall  succeed  to  their 
said  personal  goods,  Whether  by  testament  or  mb  inUsMOj  and  may 
take  possession  thereof,  either  by  themselves  or  by  others  acting  for 
them,  and  dispose  of  the  same  at  their  will,  paying  snoh  dues  only 
as  the  inbabitants  of  the  country  wherein  the  said  goods  are,  shall 
.be  subject  to  pay  in  like  cases ;  and  in  case  of  tho  absence  of  the 
neprcMntative,  such  care  shall  be  taken  of  tbe  said  goods,  and  for  io 
long  a  time  as  would  be  tsken  of  the  goods  of  a  native  in  like  case, 
until  the  lawful  owner  may  take  measures  for  receiving  them.  And 
if  qnestion  shall  arise  among  several  claimants,  to  whic£  of  them  the 
said  goods  bebng,  the  same  shall  be  decided  finally  by  the  laws  and 
judges  of  tbe  land  wherein  the  said  goods  are.  And  where,  on  the 
deadi  ef  any  persen  holding  real  estate  within  the  territories  of  the 
one  party,  such  real  estate  would  by  the  laws  of  the  land  descend  on 
a  ettiaen  er  subject  of  the  other,  were  he  not  disqualified  Jby  itlienage, 
enoh  snii|{eet  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time  to  sell  the  samoy  and 
to  withd&aw  the  prooaeds  without  molestation,  and  exempt  from  all 
pghts  of  detiBotiott  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  rsspeetive 
atatsa.  Baft  this  article  shall  not  derogate  in  any  manner  from  the 
fbfce  of  ihe  laws  already  pnhlished  or  hezeafter  to  be  pnUished,  Iqr 
his  majesty  the  king  of  rTusaia,  to  prevent  the  emigration  of  hie 
mbjeote. 

Arulh  TbcTniost  ferfiioi  freedom  of  eonnMaeeAjMl  of  worsh^ 
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»  gnmted  to  the  oitiieiis  or  rabjeete  of  either  pcrtj,  within  the 
jiiriadiolioa  of  the  other,  without  being  litble  to  molestation  in  that 
impeet,  for  aoj  eanse  other  tfum  an  inenlt  on  the  religion  of  others. 
Mpmover  when  the  gnbjeete  or  oitiienB  of  the  one  party,  shall  die 
wilhSa  the  jnmdiefeion  ^  the  other,  thdr  bodies  shall  be  buried  in 
the  waiial  buyinff  grounds,  or  other  deoent  and  suitable  plsoes,  and 
■hall  be  proteoted  mwi  Tiolstion  or  disturbanoe. 

Art.  12.  If  one  of  the  eontneting  parties  should  be  engaged  in 
war  with  any  other  power,  the  free  interoourse  and  eommeroe  of  the 
mibjeiftaor  inlisens  or  the  party  remaining  neuter  with  the  belligerent 
powers,  shall  not  be  interrupted.  On  the  oontrary,  in  that  ease  as 
ID  fall  peaee,  the  Tesaels  of  the  neutral  party  may  navigate  freely  to 
and  from  the  ports  and  on  the  ooasto  of  the  belligerent  parties,  free 
vcspola  maldng  free  goods,  insomuch  that  all  thin^  shall  be  adjudged 
free  whidi  slull  be  on  board  any  vessel  belonging  to  the  neutral 
party,  althouffh  snob  things  belong  to  an  enemy  of  the  other ;  and 
Une  same  freraom  shall  be  extended  to  persons  who  shall  be  on  board 
a  free  Teasel,  although  they  should  be  enemies  t6  the  other  party, 
snlese  they  be  soldiers  in  actual  servioe  of  such  enemy. 

Art.  13.  And  in  the  same  case  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
being  engaged  in  war  with  any  oUier  power,  to  prevent  all  the  diffi« 
oultiee  and  misundentandings  that  usually  arise  respecting  the  mer« 
ebandise  heretofore  called  contraband,  such  as  arms,  ammunition  and 
military  stores  of  every  kind,  no  such  articles  carried  in  the  vessels, 
or  by  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the  enemies  of 
the  oiher,  shall  be  deemed  contraband,  so  as  to  induce  confiscation 
or  condemnation  and  a  loss  of  property  to  individuals.  Nevertheless 
it  shall  be  lawfull  to  stop  such  vessels  and  articles,  and  to  detain 
them  for  such  length  of  time  as  the  captors  may  think  necessary  to 
prevent  the  inconvenience  or  damage  that  might  ensue  from  their 
proceeding,  payinc  however  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  loss 
sueii  an  arrest  shtul  occasion  to  the  proprietors :  And  it  shall  further 
be  allowed  to  use  in  the  service  of  the  captors,  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  military  stores  so  detained,  paying  the  owners  Che  full 
value  of  the  same,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  current  price  at  the 
place  of  its  destination.  But  in  the  case  supposed,  of  a  vessel 
slopped  for  articles  heretofore  deemed  contraband,  if  the  master  of 
the  vessel  stopped  will  deliver  out  the  ttoods  supposed  to  be  of  a 
oontiaband  nature,  he  shall  be  admitted  to  do  it,  and  the  vessel 
shall  not  in  that  case  be  carried  into  any  port,  nor  further  detained, 
but  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

Art.  14.  And  in  the  same  case  where  one  of  the  parties  is  engaged 
in  war  with  another  power,  that  the  vessels  of  the  neutral  party  may 
be  really  and  certainly  known,  it  is  agreed,  that  they  shall  be 
provided  with  sea-letters,  or  passports,  which  shall  express  the  name, 
the  property  and  burthen  of  the  vessel,  as  also  the  name  and 
dwelling  of  tiie  master,  which  passports  shall  be  made  out  in  good 
and  due  forms  (to  be  settled  by  conventions  between  the  parties 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


10  PENNSTLVANIA  ABOHIYSS  1786. 

wiienevar  oceasion  shall  require)  sball  be  renewed  as  eften  as  the 
veaael  shall  retarn  into  port;  and  shall  be  exhibited  whenaoeTer 
required,  as  well  in  the  open  sea  as  in  port.  Bat  if  the  said  vessel 
be  under  convoy  of  one  or  more  vessels  of  war,  belonging  to  the 
neutral  party,  the  simple  declaration  of  the  officer  oommaodiog  the 
eonvoy,  that  the  said  vessel  belongs  to  the  party  of  which  he  iS|  shall 
be  considered  as  establishing  the  met,  and  shall  relieve  both  partiea 
from  the  trouble  of  farther  examination. 

Art  15.  And  to  prevent  entirely  all  disorder  and  violenee  in  sueb 
oases,  it  is  stipulated,  that  when  the  vessels  of  the  neutral  party^ 
sailing  without  convoy,  shall  be  met  by  any  vessel  of  war,  public  or 
private,  of  the  other  party,  such  vessel  of  war  shall  not  approach 
within  cannon  shot  of  the  said  neutral  vessel,  nor  send  more  thaa 
two  or  three  men  in  their  boat  outboard  the  same,  to  examine  her 
sea-letters  or  passports.  And  all  persons  belonging  to  any  vessel 
of  war,  public-  or  private,  who  shall  molest,  or  injure,  in  any  manner 
whatever,  the  people,  vteels  or  effects  of  the  other  partyi  shall  bo 
responsible  in  their  persons  and  property  for  damages  and  interest,, 
sufficient  security  for  which  shall  be  given  by  all  commanders  of 
private  armed  vessels  before  they  are  commissioned. 

ArL  16.  It  is  agreed  that  the  subjects  or  citiiens  of  each  of  the 
contracting  parties,  their  vessels  and  effects,  shall  not  be  liable  to 
any  embargo  or  detention  on  the  part  of  the  other,  for  any  military 
expedition,  or  other  public  or  private  purpose  whatsoever.  And  in 
all  cases  of  seizure,  detention  or  arrest,  for  debts  contraoted  or  " 
offenoes  committed  by  any  citizen  or  subject  of  the  one  party,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  the  same  shall  be  made  and  prosecuted 
by  order  and  authority  of  law  only,  and  according  to  the  regolar 
course  of  proceedings  usual  in  sudb  cases. 

Art.  17.  If  any  vessel  or  effects  of  the  neutral  power  be  taken  by 
an  enemy  of  the  other,  or  by  a  pirate,  and  retaken  by  that^ other, 
they  shall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  one  of  the  parties,  and 
delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  officers  of  that  port,  in  order  to  be 
restored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor  as  soon  as  due  proof  shall  be 
made  conceminff  the  property  thereof. 

Art  18.  If  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  party,  in  danger  from 
tempests,  pirates,  enemies  or  other  accident,  shall  t»ke  rerage  with 
their  vessels  or  effects,  within  the  harbours  or  jurisdiction  of  the 
other,  they  shall  be  received  protected  and  treated  with  humanity 
and  kindness,  and  shall  be  permitted  to  forniBh  themselves,  at 
,  reasonable  prices,  with  all  refreshments,  provisions  and  other  iJiings 
necessary  for  their  sustenance,  health  and  accommodation,  and  for 
the  repair  of  their  vessels. 

Art,  19.  The  vessels  of  war,  public  and  private,  of  both  parties, 
shall  oar^  freely  wheresoever  they  please,  the  vessels  and  effects  taken 
from  their  enemies,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duties,  charges 
or  fees  to  officers  of  admiralty,  of  the  customs  or  any  others,  nor 
shall  such  prizes  be  arrested,  searched  or  put  under  legal  process 
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wUn  ttej  MOM  iO|  aod  enter  the  potts  of  tbo  olber  party,  boi  uftj 
freelj  be  earried  oat  again  at  aoy  time  by  their  captors  to  the  plaoea 
expressed  in  their  commissions,  which  the  commanding  offieer  of 
SB^  Tesaek  shall  be  obliged  to  shew.  Bat  no  Tessel  which  shall 
bave  made-priies  on  the  subjecte  of  his  most  ohrbtian  majesty  thft 
kiag  of  France,  shall  have  a  right  of  asylum  in  the  ports  or  haTens 
of  the  said  United  States;  and  if  any  8u<^  be  forced  tb^ein  bj 
tempest  or  dangers  of  the  sea,  they  shall  be  obliged  to  depart  mi 
soon  as  poeaible,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  treaties  existing 
between  his  said  moet  christiaii  majesty  and  the  said  United  Statea^ 
.ArL  20.  No  oitisen  or  subject  of  either  of  the  oontraoting  psrtiea 
shall  take  from,  any  power  with  which  the  other  may  be  at  war,  any 
eonmission  or  letter  of  maiqae  for  arming  any  vessel  to  act  as  n 
prirateer  against  the  other,  on  pain  of  being  punished  as  a  pirate  ^ 
lor  shall  either  party  hire,  lend,  or  give  any  part  of  their  naval  m 
Mftlitary  force  to  the  enemy  of  the  o£er,  to  aid  them  -ofienAively  oif 
deCensi^ly  against  that  other. 

Jrt*  21  If  the  two  contracting  parties  should  be  engaged  in  waQ 
igsittst  a  oommon  enemy,  the  following  points  shall  be  qbaerved 
between  tbem. 

IsL  If  a  vessel  of  one  of  the  parties,  retaXen  by  a  privateer  (tf  the 
other,  ahall  not  have  be^in  possession  of  the  enemy  mpre  thsA 
tventy-fonr  boors,  she  shall  be  restored  to  the  first  owner  for  ona 
third  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo;  but  if  she  shall  have  beea 
more  than  twenty-four  hours  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  she  shall 
heloBg  wholly  to  the  reeaptor.  2d.  If  in  the  same  ease  the  rec(4)ture 
were  by  a  public  vesael  of  war  of  the  one  party,  restitution  shall  be 
made  to  the  owner  for  one  thirtieth  part  of  the  value  of  the  vessel 
and  cargo,  if  she  shall  not  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy 
jaove  tMn  twenty-four  hours,  and  one  tenth  of  the  said  value  where 
sbe  shall  have  been  longer,  which  sums  shall  be  distributed  in 
gnUnities  to  the  recaptora.  8d.  The  restitution  in  the  cases  afore* 
iKd|  shall  be  after  due  proof  of  property,  and  surety  given  fer  the 
pert  to  whioh  the  recwtors  are  entitled.  4th.  The  vessels  of  war, 
public  and  private,  of  the  two  parties,  shall  be  redprocally  admitted 
with  their  prizes  into  the  respective  ports  of  each:  but  the  said 
prises  shall  not  be  disobarged  nor  sold  there,  until  their  legality 
shall  have  been  decided  according  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the 
states  to  which  the  captor  belongs,  but  by  the  judicatures  of  the 
plaee  into  whieh  the  prise  shall  have  been  conducted.  .5th.  It  shall 
be  free  to  eaeh  party  to  make  such  regulations  as  they  shall  judge 
neeesMry  for  the  eonduet  of  their  respective  vessels  of  war,  pubUo 
and  private,  r^tive  to  the  vessels  whioh  they  shall  take  and  carry 
iate  the  parts  of  the  two  parties. 

ArL  22.  Wh0i^  the  parties  shall  have  a  eommon  enemy,  or  shall 
bath  be  neutral,  the  vessels  of  war  of  each,  shall  upon  all  occasions 
take  under  their  proteetlon  the'vessels  of  the  other  ffoing  the  same 
QOaise,aad  ehall  defend  suoh  vessel  as  long  as  they  bold  the  same 
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tteorsdy  tgdnst  all  fbroe  and  violence,  hi  the  same  manner  at  they 
evght  to  proteet  and  defend  veseds  belonging  to  the  party  of  which 
they  are. 

Art  28.  If  war  should  arise  between  the  two  contraeting  partieSy 
themerchants  of  either  oountryi  then  residing  in  the  other,  shall  be 
allowed  to  remain  nine  months  to  collect  their  debts  and  settle  Aeir 
aftdrsi  and  may  depart  freelyi  carrying  off  all  their  effects,  wkhoat 
molestation  or  hindrance :  And  all  women  and  children,  scholars  of 
every  faculty,  cultivators  of  the  earth,  artisans,  manuiiM3tnren  and 
fishermen  unarmed  and  inhabiting  unfortified  towns,  villages  or  places, 
and  in  general  all  others  whose  occupations  aie  for  the  common 
subsistence  and  benefit  of  mankind,  shall  be  allowed  to  continue  their 
respective  employments^  and  shall  not  be  molested  in  their  permns, 
nor  shall  their  houses  or  goods  be  burnt,  or  otherwise  destroyed,  nor 
their  fields  wasted  by  the  armed  force  of  the  enemy,  into  whose 
power  by  the  events  of  war  they  may  happen  to  &11 ;  but  if  any 
thing  is  necessary  to  be  taken  from  them  for  the  use  of  such  armed 
force,  the  same  shiJl  be  paid  for  at  a  reasonable  price.  And  all 
merchant  and  trading  vessels  employed  in  exchanging  the  products 
of  different  places,  and  thereby  rendering  the  necessaries,  conve* 
niences  and  comforts  of  human  lifo  more  easy  to  be  obtained,  and 
more  general,  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  free  and  unmolested,  and 
nmther  of  the  contracting  powers  shall  grant  or  issue  any  commie* 
slon  to  any  private  armed  vessels  empowering  them  to  take  or  destroy 
such  trading  veesels,  or  interrupt  such  commerce. 

ArL  24.  And  to  prev^t  the  destruction  of  prisoners  of  war,  by 
sending  them  into  distant  and  inclement  countries,  or  by  crouding 
thm  into  close  and  noxious  places,  the  two  contracting  parties 
S(4emnly  pledge  themselves  to  each  other  and  to  the  world,  that  they 
will  not  adopt  any  such  practice;  that  neither  will  send  the  prisonera 
whom  they  may  take  firam  the  oth^  into  the  East  Indies,  <»r  any 
other  parts  of  Asia  or  Africa,  but  that  they  shall  be  placed  in  some 
part  of  their  dominions  in  Europe  or  America,  in  wholesome  situa- 
tions, that  they  shall  not  be  confined  in  dungeons,  prison-ships,  nor 
prisons,  nor  be  put  into  irons,  nor  bound,  nor  otherwise  restrained 
in  the  use  of  their  limbs ;  that  the  officers  shall  be  enlarged  on  their 
paroles  within  convenient  districts,  and  have  comfortable  quarterSi 
and  the  common  men  be  disposed  in  cantonments,  open  and  exten- 
sive enough  for  air  and  exercise,  and  lodged  in  barracks  as  roomy 
and  good  as  are  provided  by  the  party  in  whose  power  they  are  for 
their  own  troops ;  that  the  officers  shall  also  be  daily  furnished  by 
the  party  in  whose  power  they  are,  with  as  many  rations,  and  of  the 
same  articles  and  quality,  as  are  allowed  by  them,  either  in  kind  or 
bv  commutation,  to  officers  of  equal  rank  in  their  own  army ;  and 
all  others  shall  be  daily  fornished  by  them  with  such  ration  as  they 
allow  to  a  common  soldier  in  their  owji  service ;  the  value  whereof 
shall  be  paid  by  the  other  party  on  a*  mutual  adjustment  of  aceounfes 
for  the  subsislanee  of  prisoners  at  the  close  of  the  war  j  and  the  said 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PSKSaYhYMfOA  AXLOBIVSB  1786.  IS 

•Mm&U  bImiII  nol  be  uiDgM  witki  or  aeU  <^  agaiatt  any  ather,  nor 
the  balances  due  on  them,  be  withheld  as  a  satiefaotion  or  reprisal 
for  any  other  article,  or  for  any  other  cause,  real  or  pretended, 
whatever;  that  each  party  shall  be  allowed  to  keep  a  commissary  of 
prisoners  of  their  own  appointment,  with  every  separate  cantonment 
of  prisoners  in  possession  of  the  other,  which  commissary  shall  see 
the  prisoners  as  often  as  he  pleases,  shall  be  allowed  to  receive  and 
distribnte  whatever  cofnforts  may  be  sent  to  them  by  their  friends, 
and  shall  be  free  to  make  his  reports  in  open  letters  to  those  who 
employ  him  ;  but  if  any  officer  shall  break  his  parole,  or  any  other 
prisoner  shall  escape  from  the  limits  of  his  cantonment,  aft^  they 
shall  have  been  designated  to  him,  snch  individual  officer  or  other 
prisoner,  shall  forfeit  so  much  of  the  benefit  of  this  article  as  pro- 
vides for  his  enlargement  on  parole  or  cantonement.  And  it  is 
deelaredy  that  neither  the  pretence  that  war  dissolves  all  treaties, 
nor  any  other  pretence  whatever,  shall  be  considered  as  annulling  or 
suspending  this  and  the  next  preceding  article,  but  on  the  contrary,  ' 
that  the  state  of  war  is  precisely  that  for  which  they  are  providedi 
and  during  which  they  are  to  be  as  sacredly  observed  as  the  most 
scknowledged  articles  is  the  luw  of  nature  or  nations. 

ArL  25.  The  two  contracting  parties  grant  to  each  other  the 
liberty  of  having  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  consuls,  vice-consuls, 
agents  and  commissaries  of  their  own  appointment,  whose  functions 
s&dl  be  regulated  by  particular  agreement  whenever  each  party  shall 
ehuse  to  make  such  appointment ;  but  if  any  such  consuls  shall  ex- 
ercise commerce,  they  shall  be  submitted  to  the  same  laws  and  usages 
to  which  the  private  individuals  of  their  nation  are  sulttnitted  in  the 
same  place. 

ArL  26.  If  either  party  shall  hereafter  grant  to  any  other  nation, 
sny  partieolar  favour  in  navigation  or  commerce,  it  shsll  immediately 
become  oommon  to  the  other  party,  freely,  where  it  is  freely  granted 
to  snch  other  nation,  or  on  yielding  the  compensation  where  such 
nation  does  the  same. 

Art,  27.  His  majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  agree  that  this  treaty  shall  be  in  force  during  the  term 
of  ten  years  from  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  and  if  the  expiration 
of  Uiat  term  should  happen  during  the  course  of  a  war  between  them| 
then  the  articles  before  provided  for  the  regulation  of  their  conduct 
daring  snch  a  war,  f  hall  oontinue  in  force  until  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  which  shall  re-establish  peace ;  and  that  this  treaty  shall  be 
rttified  «m  both  sides,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged  within  one 
year  from  the  day  of  its  signature. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  plenipotentiaries  before  mentioned, 
have  hereto  sabsorib^  their  names  and  affixed  their  seals,  at  the 
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places  of  tb^r  respeotiTe  rendeoMj  And  at  the  date  ezpreaaed  under 
Iheir  seTeral  mgnatarea. 


[L.  6.] 

I  TF    -  - 


F.  O.  DE  TBULBMBIR, 
h  la  Hage  le  10  Septembre^  1785. 

THO.  JEFFERSON,    B.  FRANKLIN,     JOHN  ADAMS, 
Paris,  Julj  28,  Passj,  July  9,         London,  Aug.  5, 

1786.  1785.  1785. 

NOW  KNOW  YE,  That  we,  the  Said  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  having  considered  and  approved,  do  hereby  ratify  and 
confirm  the  said  treaty,  and  every  article  and  clause  therein  contained. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  our  seal  to  be  hereunto 
affixed.  Witness  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Gorham,  our  chairman  in  the 
absence  of  His  Excellency  John  Hancock,  our  president,  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  'thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-six,  and  of  our  independence  and  sovereignty, 
the  tenth. 

CHAS.  THOMSON, 

Secretary. 


Pass.  Fbanklin  to  John  Franklin,  &o.,  of  Wyoming, 

1786, 

In  Gonnoil,  Philad',  June  11,  1786. 

Gentlemen, 

I  received  in  its  time  your  Letter  of  the  25th  of  February  last, 
written  in  behalf  of  the  People  settled  at  Wyoming,  and  requesting 
%  Protection  of  Oovemment  for  an  Agent  who  might  be  sent  hither, 
to  explain  your  Grievances,  &c.  The  Elequest  appear'd  to  us  to  be 
reasonable,  and  such  a  Protection  would  have  been  immediately  sent, 
but  that  we  were  told  the  Gentleman  who  brought  your  Letter, 
Captain  Sobot,  being  in  Town,  and  well  acquainted  with  yoar 
Affiiirs,  the  giving  him  a  Hearing  might  possibly  answer  your  pur- 
pose as  well,  and  spare  you  the  Expence  &  Trouble  of  sending  % 
special  Agent.  He  was  accordingly  heard  before  the  Oounoil,  and 
had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  separately  with  several  of  the 
Members  as  well  as  with  the  Members  of  Assembly,  and  gave  so 
dear  and  so  affecting  an  Account  of  the  situation  of  your  People, 
their  present  Disposition,  and  former  Sufferings,  as  enclin'd  the 
Gt>vemment  in  general  to  show  them  every  kind  of  reasonable 
Favour.  The  Assembly  accordingly  took  the  neoesaary  previous 
steps  for  a  Compliance  with  your  Request  respecting  a  separate 
County  which  will  probably  be  compleated  at  their  next  Session. 
But  as  there  may  be  other  Matters  necessary  to  be  considered  and 
discussed,  in  order  to  establish  solid  and  lasting  Quiet,  the  Goanoil 
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hftverfiMejvdgBd  Unt  it  aiglit  sliU  be  usAil  if  yomr  lint  PropoMl 
d  iaaiing  an  Agent  hiUMr  were  agreed  to,  and  if  one  or  man  ehoMB 
&  appoioted  by  the  People  should  aceondioglj  be  here  about  the 
begging  of  tba  Seenoii,  which  was  fist  for  tie  22d  of  Avgoet  next. 
Ton  nay  therefore  now  aeqnaint  the  Settlers,  that  apon  Infornation 
of  snch  Appointmeoty  a  Passport  or  Safe  Condnet  under  the  gresft 
Seal,  for  the  Person  or  Peraans  so  appcnnted  shall  be  sent  to  yon, 
giTing  him  or  them  perfeot  secnrity  io  eoming,  residiog  here,  and 
retnmingy  from  all  Arrests  or  snita  of  any  kind,  and  fnll  Freedom  t 
Proteetion  from  every  Hindranbe,  Restraint  or  Molestation  whatso- 


Be  aaaored,  Gentlemen,  that  it  will  be  a  great  Pleasnrs  to  the 
whole  Cooneil,  as  well  as  to  myself  in  partionlar,  if  we  can  be  instru- 
mental by  jnst  ft  reasonable  Measures,  in  proipoting  the  Happinen 
of  so  great^a  Body  of  onr  People  as  the  Bettlen  at  Wyoming  eonsist 
ot 

I  am,  Gkntlemen, 

Yoar  Friend  and  humble  Serr^ 

B.  FRANKLIN,*  President. 
Directed, 
Messrs.  John  Franklin,  Wm.  Hooker  Smith  &  John  Jenkins. 


Report  op  Board  op  Treasury  to  Congress,  1786. 

Board  of  Treasury,  Jane  22, 1786. 
Sir, 

We  do  onrselves  the  honour  of  submitting,  through  your  Ezoel- 
lenoy,  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  the  report  of  this  Board  on 
the  requisition  of  the  present  year.  From  this.  Congress  will 
observe,  that  the  sum  of  2,170,837  dollars  is  necessary  to  be  raised 
by  this  requisition  in  actual  specie,  out  of  which  no  less  a  sum  than 
1,724,426  dollars  are  due  on  the  foreign  debt 

If  it  be  asked,  what  expectations  there  are  that  the  several  states 
will  raise,  by  the  ordinary  mode  of  requisition,  the  sums  required 
by  the  prq>osed  report,  the  answer  obviously  is,  That  no  reasonable 
hope  of  this  nature  can  possibly  exist ;  for,  exclusive  of  the  sum 
last  mentioned,  almost  the  whole  of  the  specie  required  by  the 
Tequisition  of  the  27th  September  last,  which  amounted  to  one 
million  of  dollars,  is  still  unpaid,  though  the  period  of  payment 
was  fixed  for  the  1st  of  May  last;  together  with  a  specie  balance  due  on 
tbe  requisition  of  the  27th  of  April,  1784,  of  abonC  one  million  of 
dollars ;  so  that  the  actual  sum  which  ought  to  be  paid  by  the 
several  states,  into  the  public  treasury,  before  the  first  of  January 
next,  is  at  least  3,700,000  dollars. 

*  See  CoL  Reo.»  Vol.  XV.,  p.  96,  86. 
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In  exminnig  tlie  mawwts  wbMi  hmre  been  adopted  by  At 
mrenl  etetes  for  etanying  into  ezooatioii  the  last  reqiuiftioD;  we  fittd 
tkat, 

New^Htrnpshire  did,  ob  the  2(Hh  of  Febniarj  hst,  ftm  an  aet 
for  raking  and  ]Hiying  into  the  general  treaanry,  on  or  before  the 
iiat  day  dF  May  next)  the  earn  of  85,000  doUara,  beiog  the  ipeoie 
proportion  of  that  state's  quota  on  thereqaisition  of  the  27th  Sep- 
Aeaiber  last;  bat  no  provision  is  made  by  the  sqid  law  for  furnishing 
ber  proportion  of  indents  of  interest. , 

That  Massaohnsetts  did,  on  the  28d  Maroh,  1786,  pass  an  adt 
for  complying  with  the  requisition  of  Congress  of  the  27tb  September 
last,  expecting  that  the  proportion  to  be  paid  in  specie,  is  not  re- 
4|aired  to  be  paid  into  the  general  treasury,  before  the  first  day  of 
January,  1787. 

That  Rhode-Island  did,  in  the  month  of  October  last,  pass  an  act 
in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  27th  September  last. 

That  Connecticut  has  not,  to  the  knowledge  of  this^  board, 
passed  any  act  in  oompKanoe  with  the  said  requisition. 

That  New-Tork  Las,  by  their  act  of  the  20th  April,  1786,  direct- 
ed  their  treasurer  to  pay  into  the  general  treasury,  on  or  before  the 
first  of  May  next,  the  sum  of  85,495  dollars,  being  their  specie 
proportion  of  the  last  requisition,  and  the  balance  of  one  hundred 
and  seyenty  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  60-90ths  in 
indents  of  interest,  on  or  before  the  first  of  January  next;  but  it 
does  not  appear  by  the  said  act,  that  any  funds  are  specified,  or  tax 
laid,  for  producing  the  sums  above  mentioned. 

That  the  state  of  New-Jersoy  has  not  passed  any  act  in  pursuance 
of  the  requisition  of  the  27th  September  last. 

That  the  state  of  PennsylTSuia  has,  by  their  act  of  the  8th  March, 
1786,  directed  their  treasurer  to  pay,  to  the  order  of  the  United 
States,  such  a  sum  in  specie,  as,  together  with  the  sums  paid  on 
account  of  the  requisition  of  the  27th  and  28th  of  April,  1784,  and 
27th  September,  1785,  would  make  the  sum  of  557,091  dollars  in 
specie,  and  the  further  sum  of  593,684  dollars  in  receipts,  or  cer- 
tificates of  interest;  but  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  sum  directed 
to  be  paid  by  discounts  in  interest,  is  86,d57  dollars  more  than  the 
state  has  a  right  to  avail  itself  of  on  the  requisitions  of  the  4th  Sep* 
tember,  1782,  27th  April,  1784,  and  27th  September,  1785;  and 
that  the  amount  directed  to  be  paid  is  short  (by  the  above  men- 
tioned overplus  in  indents  of  interest^  of  the  actual  sum  in  specie 
required  of  that  state,  by  the  requisitions  of.  the  27th  and  28th 
April,  1784,  and  27th  September,  1785. 

That  the  state  of  Delaware,  has  not,  to  the  knowledge  of  this 
board,  passed  any  act  in  pursuance  of  the  last  requisition. 

That  the  sUte  of  Maryland  did,  at  their  last  sessions,  pass  an  act 
providing  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  94,350  dollars  in  specie, 
(being  the  proportion  of  the  specie  required  of  that  state  by  the 
requisition  of  the  27  th  September  last,)  but  it^es  not  appear  that 
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y 

Mj  pt^TiHOii  lus  been  made  liy  Ibe  said  stale  fortbe'pftjaieiift  of 
the  indents  of  interest  required  bj  the  said  requisition. 

That  ibe  state  of  Virginia  did,  on  the  21st  of  January  last,  pass 
as  aei  n  full  oooiplianoe  with  the  last  requisition. 

That  the  state  of  Nortb^Carolina  has  net,  to  the  knowledge  of 
this  board,  passed  any  aet  in  eompliance  with  the  requisition  of  tbe 
87Ui  September  last.  By  an  eztraot  of  an  aet  of  the  legislatmre  ef 
tbe  said  state,  passed  on  the  29th  Deoember  last,  and  transmitted 
to  this  board  by  bis  Excellency  Governor  Casirell,  it  appears,  thai 
tbe  said  state  has  ^^reoted  14(H)  hogsheads  of  tobaooo  to  be  pnr- 
ebaaed  in  the  present  year;  the  proceeds  of  vhiob  are  to  be  paid 
into  the  general  treasary  on  aooonnt  of  that  state's  qaota  of  tbe 
debts  of  tbe  United  States;  but  it  is  not  expressed  by  tbe  said  aol 
ibr  what  requisition  this  provision  is  intended.  The  monies  arising 
from  &e  sale  of  this  tobacco,  and  paid  into  the  general  treasnryi 
wfll  of  oeorse  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  tbe  state  of  North-Carolina, 
en  the  mqnisition  of  the  27tfa  and  28tb  April,  1784,  on  whicb  no 
payneat  appears  to  bave  been  made. 

That  the  slate  of  Sotttb-Carelina  has  credit  in  the  ti easnry  beoke 
for  tbe  snm  of  415,514  dollars,  which  exceeds  by  85,916  dollars 
tbe  tnms  req^aired  of  that  state  to  oomplete  her  quota  of  the  reqni* 
sitieiis  of  the  27th  and  28th  April,  1784,  and  27th  of  September, 
1785. 

That  the  state  of  Georgia  did,  on  the  18tb  of  February  last,  j>a88 
an  act  directing  their  treasurer  to  pay  into  the  general  treasuiy,  tbe 
quotas  assigned  to  Uiat  state  by  the  resolves  of  the  4th  September, 
1782,  27th  and  2dth  April,  1784,  and  27th  September,  1785;  but 
as  the  said  laws  refer  to  a  revenue  act,  (of  which  a  copy  has  not 
been  transmitted,)  the  board  cannot  determine  how  far  the  compli- 
ance of  the  said  state  will  be  operadve. 

From  tbe  above  statement  it  appears,  that  seven  states,  namdy, 
New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode-Island,  New-York,  Mary- 
land, Virginia  &  Georgia,  have  passed  acts  directing  the  payment  of 
the  full  sums  in  specie  required  by  tbe  act  of  Congress  of  the  27th 
September,  VWst^  for  altbougkche  state  of  Pennsylvania  has,  by 
their  aet  above  mentioned,  directed  a  certain  snm  in  specie  to  be  . 
paid  into  the  general  treasury,  on  aooouat  of  tbe  reqaisitions  for  the 
tsars  1784,  and  1785,  the  sum  specified  in  the  act  for  this  purpose, 
Sfis  abort  by  86,657  dollars  (as  has  been  before  observed)  of  tbe 
sum  necessary  to  oomplete  tbe  requisition  of  the  27th  September 
hst 

That  six  stoles,  namely,  Massadiusetts,  Rhode-Island,  New-Tork, 
Tirgiaia  and  Georgia,  have  directed  the  sfhole  payment  of  the  sum 
called  for  by  the  last  requintioB. 

That  fenr  states,  namely,  Connecticut,  New-Jersey,  Delaware  and 
Nevtb-Carolina,  have  passed  no  acta  (so  far  as  the  information  of 
this  beard  exiesds)  in  complianoe  with  the  same. 

That  from  tiw  slato  of  Sooth^OatDlina,  (though  she  is  qoeto'd 
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In  ihe  hot  reqmilioQ)  firon  lb«  faets  sMeA  m  At  fermer  part  •( 
this  letter,  no  payment  oau  be  expected. 

Aa  to  tlie  efficacy  of  the  fands  which  the  different  atatee  lely 
on  for  enabling  them  to  famiih  their  reapeetive  quotae,  it  is  im* 
peaaible  for  tiiia  board  to  form  an  adequate  Judgment 

In  the  act  of  the  state  of  New-Hampahiie,  the  specie  diraeted  to 
be  raised,  48  to  be  assessed  and  levied  on  the  polk  and  ratable 
estates  within  that  state,  agreeably  to  the  kst  proportion  of  taxes 
for  the  several  towns  and  places;  bnt  as  this  board  are  not  in  pes* 
session  of  the  law  referred  to,  so  as  to  ascertain  at  what  rate  the 
polls  and  real  property  are  rated,  and  whether  those  funds  are  bnr« 
tbened  with  any  other  engagements,  it  is  impossible  to  determine 
what  can  be  expected  from  the  provision  made  by  the  aot  of  that 
state.  If  the  funds  are  the  same  that  have  been  relied  on  for  the 
paying  of  that  state's  quota  of  the  requisitbn  of  the  27th  and  28th 
April,  1784,  esperienho  demonstrates  that  no  dependence  can  be 
placed  on  Uieir  efficacy:  For,  by  the  abstract,  No.  1.  herewith 
transmitted,  it  appears  that  the  state  of  New-Hampshire  owes,  on 
the  requisition  of  1784,  the  sum  of  179,119.  82-90ths  doQars. 

By  the  act  of  the  state  of  Massaehusetts,  it  appears,  that  they 
have  assessed  on  the  different  counties  of  that  state  the  sum  of 
^£300,489  1  3  lawful  money  of  that  state,  out  of  which  the  sum  of 
j£l  45^665,  equal  to  485,550  dollars,  (the  specie  quota  of  that  state,) 
is  to^be  paid  into  the  general  treasury,  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of 
January  next 

For  the  support  of  the  civil  government  is  to  be 
deducted  from  the  whole  sum,       ...  £25,784    1  8 

For  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  their  stato 
debt, 29,000    0  0 

For  redeeming  army  notes,  payable  1784, 1785, 
and  1786, 100,000    0  0 

For  replacing  sums  drawn  out  of  the  treasury 
fbr  the  support  of  the  members  of  assembly,  1,101  18  0 

It  does  not  appear  by  this  aot,  thai  any  preference  in  payment  is 
to  be  given  to  the  requisition  of  Congress,  and  of  course  as  move  than 
one  moiety  of  the  whole  sum  projMsed  to  be  raised  fbr  state  pur* 
poses,  in  which  the  support  of  the  government,  and  the  partieufai? 
interest  of  their  oitisens  is  concerned,  it  may  be  inferred  (from  the 
general:  conduct  of  the  several  states)  that  the  first  monies  ooUeeted 
under  the  aot,  will  be  appropriated  for  the  objects  last  mentioned : 
Of  course  the  specie  payments  of  the  requisiticn  of  Gongres  will 
be  procrastinated,  and  any  deficiency,  in  the  general  tax,  will  hXl  on 
that  sum  which  is  appropriated  for  federal  purposes. 

From  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  no  payment  in  specie  can  be  ex- 
pected on  the  requisition  of  the  27th  September  last.  The  whole 
amount  of  the  speeie  quota  on  this  act,  is  25,546  dollars ;  against 
wfaioh  they  are  anthorised,  by  the  resolve  of  Oongress  of  the  lOth 
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Febnaij,  ITSS,  to  wi  off  the  fatlaiioM  d«0  to  the  eoitrMtort  Cir  ox 
teuDs  ID  the  lenrioe  of  the  United  States,  for  the  yeir  1781 ;  Mid 
^m  oonmoD  with  other  states)  the  amoiuit  of  their  liquidated  pa7- 
mentB  to  invalids,  in  parsoanoe  of  the  ordlDance  of  Congress  of  tLs 
Tth  Jane,  1785,  which  pajments  will  in  all  probability  absorb  the 
neeie  son  on  the  last  assessoisBt* 

Coaneotiout  having  passed  no  aot  in  ooaplianoe  with  the  last  re* 
qaisitbn,  nothing  oan  be  expeoted  from  her. 

Bj  the  sot  of  the  stato  of  New- York,  though  the  treaaorer  of  the 
state  is  directed  to  pay  in  the  full  proportion  of  that  state's  quota  oa 
the  kat  reqoisition,  at  the  periods  therein  speeified,  no  Ainds  appear 
by  the  said  law  to  be  provided  for  eSsetiog  this  objeot.  By  a  law 
enscied  in  the  last  sessions  of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  a  paper 
eoirency  is  made  reoeiveable  in  all  taxes  whatsoever,  from  the  firsi 
of  May  last.  From  this  ciroamstanoe,  and  the  eorrespondenee 
which  has  passed  on  this  subject,  betwixt  thb  board  and  the  trea* 
mitr  of  the  atato,  (copies  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted,)  little 
dependence  can  be  plMed  in  receiving,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
yesr,  the  full  specie  proportion  of  the  quota  of  that  stato. 

Jeney  being  in  the  sante  sitoation  with  Conneoticat|  nothing  eaa 
be  expected  from  that  stoto. 

From  Pennsylvania  no  farther  payments  in  specie  can  be  expect- 
ed, on  acconnt  of  the  last  reauisitioo,  till  a  difference  betwixt  a  stote« 
meat  made  by  the  comptroller  of  that  stato  and  the  treasury  of  ^  the 
United  States,  of  payments  made  on  former  requisitions,  is  decided 
oa  the  principles  of  the  statement  last  mentioned.  A  copy  of 
the  oomptroller's  statement.  No.  2,  and  the  remarks  on  it  of  thia 
hoard,  ^0.  3,  will  explain  the  resson  of  difference  in  the  two  state- 
ments. 

From  Delaware  nothing  is  to  be  expected,  for  the  reasons  which 
hare  been  applied  to  Gonnecticat  and  New-Jersey. 

From  Maryland,  as  the  funds  apart  for  peyinff  the  specie  quota 
of  the  last  requisition  appear  more  definite  and  substential,  than  the 
provision  made  by  the  acts  we  have  before  observed  on,  there  is  reason 
to  suppose  they  will  be  more  productive ;  though,  from  the  difficol- 
ties  suggested  by  the  Commissionem  of  the  I^oan  office  of  that  stato 
in  his  correspondence  with  this  botfd,  on  the  payment  of  the  balance 
doe  on  the  requisition  for  the  year,  1784,  there  is  no  reason  to  pre* 
rame  that  she  wiU  pay  in  the  present  year  the  proportion  of  specie 
leqoiied  of  her  by  the  last  requisition. 

From  Virginia,  though  the  act  directe  the  payment  of  her  fuU 
•peeie  proportion,  yet,  the  revenue  laws  referred  to  in  the  said  act 
do  not  shew  what  monies  may  be  relied  on  from  them }  but  from 
the  best  information  we  can  obtain  of  the  productiveness  of  the 
fonds  specified  by  their  acte,  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
mm  in  specie  to  be  expected  from  Vir^nia,  on  the  present  requiai* 
tion,  will  be  more  than  half  her  specie  proportion. 
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Trom  N'orCh-CaroIina  nolKiBg  is  to  be  ezpecM  on  thepreaeiit  re* 
^iBitioD,  DO  act  having  been  passed  in  pareaanoe  of  it. 

From  Sotttfa-Garolina  no  payment  will  be  made  into  the  general 
treasnry^  for  the  reaaotts  before  stated. 

From  Georgia,  the  nature  of  their  fands  not  being  known  to 
this  board,  no  opinion  can  be  formed  of  what  may  be  expected  from 
the  operation  of  their  act.  We  have  reason  however  to  fear,  that 
no  payment  will  be  made  by  that  state  in  the  present  year.  To  the 
remarks  natnnilly  resulting  from  the  above  statement,  we  may  ven- 
ture to  add  one  general  reflection,  which  is  applieaUe  to  the  union 
at  large,  <<That  3ie  efiPect  of  the  present  requisition  is  best  to  be 
judged  of  from  an  experience  of  the  past/' 

With  the  requisition  of  1784,  every  state  in  the  Union  complied^ 
except  North-Carolina  and  Georgia;  with  the  present  only  eight 
states  in  the  union  have  oompliMli  so  far  as  H  respects  the  specie 
payment. 

Daring  the  ooUectioQ  of  the  taxes  under  the  requisi^on  for  the 
year  1784,  the  revival  of  a  paper  currency  had  lew  advocates  in  the 
several  states^  At  present,  the  rage  for  another  experiment  in  thia 
fhllacious  medium  has  so  far  prevailed,  ae  to  enter  into  the^jratem 
of  revenue  of  several  states.  Judging  from  the  facts  we  have 
stated,  we  do  not  conceive  it  probable,  ftat  even  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  specie  will  be  paid  into  the  general 
treasury  in  the  present  year,  if  no  other  resource  b  adopt^  than 
what  can  be  expected  from  the  line  of  requisition. 

These  circumstances  it  becomes  our  duty  to  state  to  Oongress, 
tiiat  their  wisdom  may  adopt  such  measures  as  shall  appear  most 
likely  to  avert  a  total  ruin  of  our  credit  and  character  as  a  people, 
with  foreign  nations. 

The  sum  iu  specie  which  ought  to  be  provided  for  in  less  than 
twelve  months,  as  has  been  observed,  is  at  least  three  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  (excluding  altogether  any  provision  for  the  domestic 
debt.) 

The  extent  of  the  sum,  which  in  all  probability  will  arise  from 
the  requisitions,  will  hardly  reach  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Such  is  the  crisis  to  which  the  afihirs  of  the  union  are  now  reduced 
for  want  of  a  general  revenue,  established  on  such  principles,  as 
might  call  forth  in  the  most  equitable  and  efficient  manner,  the  re- 
souroes  of  the  several  statea  This  efficient  revenue  can  only  be 
expected  from  an  immediate  grant  of  the  five  per  cent,  impost,  and* 
fh>m  taxes  commensunte  to  the  supplementary  fund,  effectually 
kvied,  and  sacredly  appropriated  to  the  federal  treasury. 

In  considering  what  expedients  may  probably  be  adopted  for 
making  up  the  deficiency  of  the  specie  sums  which  are  essentially 
necessary  to  support  our  existence  in  a  national  character,  nothing 
occurs  as  a  probable  mode  of  relief,  but  a  sale  in  Europe  of  part  of 
the  western  territory,  which  has  been  ceded  to  the  United  States.  To 
^attempt  new  loans,  whilst  no  funds  are  established  for  paying  the 
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uitereBt  and  prinoipal  of  fonner  ones,  would  in  all  probability  be 
fruitless,  even  if  it  ooald  be  done  oonsistentlj  with  those  maxims  of 
pradence  and  pnblio  integrity  which  onght  to  characterise  the  pro- 
ceedings of  every  nation.  What  would  be  the  snccess  of  the  ex- 
pedient we  have  snggested,  cannot  be  ascertained;  but  when  the 
disposition  to  emigration  in  Germany,  Geneva,  and  Ireland,  is  taken 
into  consideration,  as  well  as  the  prospect  of  advantage  from  tho 
rise  in  value  of  the  lands  in  question,  to  those  who  might  purchase 
on  speculation,  it  appears  not  unlikely,  that  if  a  proper  plan  should 
be  adopted,  and  the  execution  of  it  committed  to  a  suitable  agent, 
it  might  meet  with  success. 

Unless  some  aid  can  be  derived  from  this  quarter,  we  see  not  the 
least  prospect  of  our  being  able  to  make  good  the  payment  of  in- 
terest which  will  become  due  on  the  Dutch  loans  in  the  ensuing  year. 
All  hope  of  our  being  able  to  succeed  in  making  in  season  the  pay- 
ments to  France  in  the  year  1787,  is  now  at  an  end ;  but  the  im- 
portance of  making  every  exertion  to  fulfil  the  contracts  we  have 
entered  into  with  the  money-lenders  of  Holand  must  be  very  appa- 
rent. In  this  point  of  view  only,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
sonest  to  Congress  the  object  above  mentioned. 

With  respect  to  the  requisitions  for  the  present  year,  which  we 
have  reported  to  Congress,  it  becomes  necessary  for  us  to  observe, 
that  we  consider  it  merely  as  an  expedient  to  evince  the  dispositions 
of  Congress  to  do  all  the  justice  in  their  power  to  their  foreign  and 
domestic  creditors,  till  the  States  feel  the  absolute  necessity  there  is 
of  famishing  the  United  States  with  adequate  means  to  support  their 
rank  and  character  as  a  nation. 

The  mode  of  certifying  the  interest  on  the  domestic  debt  is  un- 
doubtedly liable  to  objection,  though  it  may  be  brought  into  a  more 
manageable  state  than  it  is  at  present,  by  reducing  the  various  evi- 
dences  of  the  debt  to  one  form,  and  by  calling  m  annually  some 
part  of  the  principal.  This  latter  object  would,  we  conceive,  be 
oompaased  with  great  ease  to  the  several  States,  and  would  have  a 
powerful  effect  in  establishing  our  credit  with  foreign  nations. 

<Bat  after  all,  what  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  suggest,  are  still 
expedients,  should  they  even  be  successful. 

The  more  our  refleotions  are  employed  on  this  subject,  the  more 
we  are  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  nothing  but  an  immediate 
and  general  adoption  of  the  measures  recommended  by  the  resolves 
of  Coagress  of  the  18th  April,  1788,  can  rescue  us  from  bankruptcy, 
or  preserve  the  union  of  the  several  States  from  dissolution. 
With  all  due  respect,  we  are 

Your  Ezoellency's  most  obedient 
humble  Servants, 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
ARTHUR  LEE. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress. 
Vol.  XI.-2 
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The  Board  of  Treasury  to  whom  was  referred  their  letter  of  the  19  th 
of  February  last,  together  with  the  estimates  of  the  monies  neces- 
sary for  the  services  of  the  present  year^  One  Thousand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Eighty-siz^  submit  the  following  report. 
liesolvedy 

That  for  the  services  of  the  present  year,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  two  install- 
ments of  principal  on  the  French  and  Dutch  loans,  that  are  payable 
according  to  the  contracts,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1787,  and 
for  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest  on  the  domestic  debt,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  three  millions  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
thousand  and  sixty-two  dollars  43-90ths  be  paid  into  the  common 
treasury,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  to  bo  appro- 
priated to  the  following^ purposes. 

For  the  civil  department,  .  .      Dollars,  169,352  86 

MiiiUry  department,     ....         168,274  50 
Contingencies,  .  .       '     .         .  .  94,294  65 

For  Indian  affairs,        ....  6,000 

For  the  department  of  geographer,        .  •  8,953 


FOREiaN  DEBT. 


317,985  10 


For  the  payment  of  interest  due  this 
year  on  the  Freneh  and  Dutch, 
Joans, 

A. — For  ditto  of  principal  and  in- 
terest due  in  the  year  1787,  which 
ought  to  be  provided  for  this  year,  1,392,059  17 

For  a  balance  of  interest  due  on  the 
Spanish  loan,    .... 

For  one  year's  interest  on  debts  due 
to  foreign  oQiccrs,,     . 

B. — Domestic  debt,  one  year's  in- 
terest thereon,  .... 


2,396  55 
11,185  55 


1,723,626  47 
1,606,560  65 


Dollars^  3,777  062  43 
That  the  Quotas  of  the  several  States  be  as  follows. 


New  Hampshire, 

Ditto 
Massachusetts, 

Ditto 
Bhode  Island, 

Ditto 
Connecticut. 
Ditto     '      . 


Indents. 

66,452 
240,370 

34,613 
141,474 


Specie. 
76,268 

324,746 

46,764 

191,135 
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New  York,  . 

. 

185,567 

Ditto 

.    137,434 

New  Jersey, 

120,619 

Ditto 

'     .       *     .      89,279 

PennajlTania^ 

296,908 

Ditto 

.      '     .    219,765 

Delaware, 

•           • 

82,475 

Ditto 

.      24,037 

Maryland,    . 

. 

204,775 

J)itto 

.    151.570 

Virginia, 

, 

371,136 

Ditto    . 

.    274,707 

North  Carolina, 

157,732      - 

Ditto 

'     .      '     .    116,749 

South  Carolina, 

•                      .                      > 

139,017 

Ditto 

.    103,015 

Georgia, 

• 

23,288 

Ditto  . 

.      17,167 

2,170,430 
—1,606,632 

3,777,062 

That  the  aforesaid  Bums,  when  paid,  shall  be  passed  to  the  credit 
of  the  States  respectively,  on  the  terms  prescribed  by^the  resolves  of 
Congress  of  the  6th  day  of  October,  1779,  and  shall  ibe  applied  in 
oonformity  to  the  statement  in  the  precediog  part  of  this  report, 
giving  preference  according  to  the  order  in  which  they  are  placed  in 
Uie  estimate. 

As  one  million,  six  hundred  and  six  thousand,  five  hundred  and 
mxty  dollars  called  for,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  interest  on  the  domestic 
debt,  that  the  several  States  be  allowed  to  dii^bharge  the  same  by 
indents  for  interest  on  loan-office  certificates,  and  upon  other  cer- 
tificates of  the  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States  :  And  to  ascer- 
tain the  evidences  of  interest  due  upon  loan  office-certificates,  the 
holders  thereof  respectfully,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  carry  them  to  the 
ogee  from  which  they  issued,  and  the  holders  of  other  certificates  of 

Suidated  debts  of  the  United  States,  to  carry  the  same  to  the  loan- 
ice  of  that  State  wherein  they  are  inhabitants,  or  if  foreigners,  to 
any  loan-office  within  the  United  States,  and  to  have  the  interest 
thereon  settled  and  certified  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  1785. 

Provided  that  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in 
any  State,  shall  not  on  any  pretence  whatever,  settle  or  issue  any 
eertificate  or  certificates,  for  the  interest  due  on  any  continental  loao- 
offioe  or  other  certificate  of  liquidated  debts,  until  the  State  for  which 
he  is  continental  loan-offioer,  shall  have  passed  a  legislative  act  com- 
I^ying  with  this  requisition ;  nor  shall  the  commissioner  aforesaid, 
in  any  State  that  shall  have  complied  with  this  requisition,  issue  aq^ 
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oertiGcate,  or  take  any  other  measure  whereby  a  discrimination  may 
be  made  by  sach  State,  between  the  holders  of  loan  office  certificates 
issued  from  his  office,  who  are  citizens  of  that  State,  and  foreigners, 
orUbe  citizens  of  any  other  State  that  shall  have  complied  with  this 
requisition ;  Provided  always,  that  any  continental  loan-officer  shall 
issue  certificates  for  interest  as  aforesaid,  due  on  continental  loan- 
office  certificates  issued  from  his  office,  and  belonging  to  foreigners, 
and  also  to  the  citizens  of  such  States  as  shall  have  passed  a  legis- 
lative act  complying  with  this  requisition. 

That  every  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan  office,  previously 
to  settling  or  issuing  certificates  as  aforesaid,  for  the  interest  due  on 
certificates  of  liquidated  debts,  other  than  loan  office  certificates, 
shall  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation,  or  require  a  certificate  signed 
by  one  of  the  persons  whom  the  State  in  which  the  commissioner 
resides,  shall,  in  the  legislative  act  complying  with  this  requisition, 
appoint,  that  he  has  administered  to  the  owner  or  possessor  of  every 
such  certificate,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  the  same  is  bona  fide  the 
property  of  the  particular  State  in  which  the  said  commissioner 
resides,  or  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  said  State,  or  of  some  corpo- 
rate body  or  charitable  institution  within  the  same,  or  of  some 
person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  describing  the  cer- 
tificate or  certificates  alluded  to  in  every  such  oath  or  affirmation,  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  necessary  to  identify  the  same,  or  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  legislature  of  the  said  State. 

And  for  preventing  the  depreciation  of  certificates  io  be  issued  as 
aforesaid,  the  legislature  of  each  State  is  required  to  provide,  in  the 
act  complying  with  this  requisition,  that  if,  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
1787,  the  said  States  quota  of  the  said  certificates  so  to  be  issued, 
shall  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  state  treasurer,  or  other  proper 
officer,  the  deficiency  shall  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  continental 
treasury  in  specie,  \^ich  when  so  paid,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the 
redemption  of  such  surplus  certificates. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  furnish  the  several  loan  officers  with 
certificates  to  be  issued  for  interest,  as  aforesaid,  and  also  with  such 
checks  and  instructions  as  they  from  time  to  time  shall  judge  neces- 
sary to  prevent  counterfeited  certificates  of  debt6,  from  obtaining  a 
settlement  of  interest,  and  to  detect  counterfeit  evidences,  of  interest, 
and  thereby  to  avoid  receiving  them  in  discharge  of  taxes ;  which 
certificates  of  interest  being  parted  with  by  the  holders  of  the  prin- 
cipal, shall  be  deemed  evidence  that  he  has  received  satisfaction  for 
the  same;  and  therefore  shall  be  receivable  from  the  bearer  in  lieu 
of  money,  in  the  proportion  of  one  dollar  and  one-third  in  specie  for 
one  dollar  in  indents,  in  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  as  well  as  in 
the  State  in  which  they  were  issued^  That  the  State  receiving  such 
certificates,  and  paying  the  same  into  the  public  treasury,  with  a 
proportion  of  specie  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  credit  therefor,  which 
payment  shall  be  considered  as  a  discharge  of  the  interest  on  the 
domestic  debt  in  the  proportion  that  each  State  avails  itself  of  the 
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said  oertifioates  of  interest.  That  all  loan-office  oertificatea  iasned 
after  ihe  first  day  of  March,  1778,  shall  be  rednced  to  their  specie 
yalne,  eonformablj  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  28th  Junci 
1780,  and  the  interest  shall  be  ascertained  and  settled  agreeably  to 
the  specie  value  of  the. certificate. 

SAMJIEL  OSGOOD, 
WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
ARTHUR  LEE. 
June  22, 1786. 


p&ocekbinqs  of  assbmblt  of  delaware  on  internal 
Navigation,  1786. 

State  of  Delaware. 
In,  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  15, 1786. 

Whereas,  by  the  Gommunioatioiis  made  from  the  Excctttives  of 
ihe  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  it  appears  that  those  States 
respeotiTely  have  appointed  Commissioners  to  confer  with  Gommis- 
aioners  to  be  appointed  on  Behalf  of  this  State  for  effecting  a  navi- 
pable  Communication  between  the  Bays  of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware, 
improTing  the  inland  Navigation  of  the  River  Susquehannah,  and 
Ml  any  other  Subject  tending  to  promote  the  Commerce  and  mutual 
Convenience  of  those  three  States;  therefore,  in  Compliance  with 
the  Desire  of  the  said  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  expressed 
by  their  Appointments  of  Commissioners  for  the  Purposes  aforesaid, 
Besolved, 

That  {the  Honorable  William  Eillen,  Esq',  The  Honorable 
Onnning  Bedford,  Esq**,  The  Honorable  John  Jones,  Esq',  Robert 
Armstrong,  Esq',  and  Eleazer  McComb,  Esq',  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  Commissioners  to  meet  such  Commissioners  as 
are,  or  may  be,  appointed  on  the  Part  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maiy- 
knd,  for  the  Purpose  of  considering  and  digesting  the  most  proper 
Measures  for  effecting  a  navigable  Communication  between  the  Bays 
of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  for  improving  the  inland  Navigation  of 
the  River  Susquehannah  and  the  Waters  communicating  with  it,  and 
also  to  confer  on  any  other  Subject  that  may  tend  to  promote  the 
Commerce  and  the  mutual  Convenience  of  the  said  States ;  and  that 
their  Proceedings  be  reported  to  the  next  Session  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  their  Examination  and  Adoption,  if  approved ;  and 
that  His  Excellency  the  President  be  requested  to  transmit  a  Copy 
of  this  Resolve  to  the  Executives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland. 

Sent  for  Concurrence. 

In  the  Council,  June  28, 1786.    Read,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

THO.  Mcdonough,  Speaker. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly. 
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OOMMIflSIONBBB  F0&    WeSTBRN  BOUKDABT  LiNB    TO  GoUH« 

ciL,  1786. 

Shanangoe  Greek,  25'^  of  Jane,  1786. 
Oentlemeo, 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  Council,  That  on  the  19<*>  Inst,  we  began 
to  extend  the  Line  of  the  Western  boundary  of  the  State,  and  h,ave 
proceeded  upwards  of  Three  Miles — we  baye  fallen  in  with  seireral 
Hunting  parties  of  Indians  since  oar  arriyal  in  the  woods ;  they  all 
appear  friendly  &  peaceable. 

We  are,  with  Bespect, 

Gentlemen,  Your  Obedt.  SerVts, 

ANDREW  PORTER, 
ALEXANDER  M'CLBAN. 


John  Van  Campbn  to  Sbc'x  of  Council,  1786. 

Smithficld,  June  27, 1786. 
Bit, 

It  Remains  no  Longer  a  Donbt  with  me  that  this  Bandity  at 
Wioming  is  determined  not  to  Subordnnat  to  the  Laws  of  this  State. 
Yoa  will  observe  by  the  inclos'd  paper,  Sign'd  Franklin,  his  assuming 
authority  at  that  plaoe — the  woman  he  mentioned  was  Legally  Re* 
inoved  to  that  place  agreeable  to  the  Law  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Franklin  is  Lately  arriv'd  at  Wioming  from  the  State  of  Con- 
neotioat  from  the  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  Company.  Ethan 
Allen  is  Expected  Soon.  Franklin  assames  more  authority  and 
more  positive  Dispises  the  Laws  of  this  State  with  more  Contem{^ 
than  formerly ;  to  be  particular  in  Regard  to  this  Bandity,  time 
will  not  admit  From  many  Ciroamstances,  I  am  now  Convinced 
that  the  people  will  Declare  a  New  State,  or  pretend  the  Laws 
and  Regulations  of  State  of  Connecticnt — the  old  proverb  is  worthy 
of  observing  in  this  Case — nip  the  Bud  when  young.  I  fear  it  has 
been  Neglected  in  this  Case. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most 

obedient,  Humble  Serv't, 

JOHN  VAN  CAMPEN. 
Directed, 

John  Armstrong,  Esq',  Secretary  of  Council,  Philadelphia. 
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EoB£RT  MiLLiaAN  TO  Sbc'y  Armstron<*,  1786. 

27^'^  Juae,  '86. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  list  of  CommissionerB  appointeci  by 
the  Delaware  Assembly  to  confer  with  us  on  the  subject  of  the  Canal ; 
it  was  sent  to  me  a  few  days  ago  by  Doctor  Way,  of  Wilmington, 
&  I  beliere  may  be  depended  on  as  the  true  appoinmcnt. 

Thinking  this  information  might  be  acceptable  to  Coanoil,  I  take 
the  liberty  to  forward  it  to  your  hands  to  be  oomfnunicated  if  you 
see  proper. 

I  am^  Sir,  yr.  obed't  Serv't, 

ROBT.  MILLIGAN. 


CkMnmissioners  to  meet  the  Commercial  Convention  ;  John  Dick- 
inson, Geor^  Reed,  R.  Basset,  W"  Killen. 

OommimonerB  to  eonfer  on  the  subject  of  the  Canal :  Gnnning 
Bedford,  Eleazer  McComb,  Robt.  Armstrong,  J.  Jones. 

Directed, 
OeiL  Azmstiang,  Council  Chamber. 


Dblkgatks  in  Congebss  to  Pubs.  Feanklin,  1786. 

New  York,  30^*  June,  1786. 
Sir, 

It  is  with  Segret  we  find  occasion  to  mention  that  the  discontents 
which  arose  between  Congress  and  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  year  1783,  are  not  wholly  forgotten.  An  Application 
frem  M*^  John  Sullivan  for  pay  and  commutatbn  as  an  officer  of  the 
line  or  Quota  of  Troops  of  Fennsylvania,  which  has  been  pressed  on 
the  Commissioner  of  Army  Accounts  in  an  unusual  Manner,  has 
occasioned  a  Reference  to  Congress,  and  of  course  a  revisal  of  some 
of  the  circumstances  which  accompanied  those  Discontents.  The 
matter  we  more  particnlarly  allude  to,  is  a  supposed  Relnetanoe  in 
the  Execsative  of  Pennsylvania  to  call  to  account  &  punish  the  persons 
ooncemed  in  the  Mutiny  of  the  Soldiers  in  1783  which  produced 
eonseqnences  not  necessary  to  be  now  described.  This  M'  Sullivan 
and  M'  Carbery  were  supposed  to  be  promoters  of  the  Mutiny,  A  to 
have  fled  the  Country  in  consequence  of  it«  In  178 i  M'  Carbery 
returned  to  Maryland  and  was  there  arrested.  Notice,  it  is  said  was 
given  to  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  where  the  offence  was  com- 
mittedj  and  eertaiir  affidavits  and  other  Documents  tending  to  prove 
the  ^ilt  of  M'  Sullivan  and  M'  Carbery  were  transmitted  to  Council 
k  still  remain  in  their  custody ;  but  that  M**  Carberry  was  not  de- 
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manded,  nor  any  legal  cognizance  of  the  Affair  taken  on  the  Part  of 
Pennsylvania.*  Some  time  in  1785,  it  is  said,  M'  Sullivan  appeared 
and  that  he  has  since  remained  puhlickly  and  without  disguise  in 
Philadelphia^  unquestioned  by  public  authority  touching  the  said 
offeuoe. 

We  know  of  no  late  Act  of  Congress  as  a  Body,  except  the  Reso- 
Intion  approving  tLe  Conduct  of  the  Commissioner  in  refusing  the 
Demands  of  M'  Sullivan,  on  which  to  ground  this  communication  ; 
but  in  the  course  of  the  Investigation  suggestions  and  Insinuations 
were  used  which  indicated  opinions  and  sentiments  less  honourable 
to  the  Executive  Authority  of  Pennsylvania  than  we  could  perceive 
without  Paiu,  tho'  we  were  not  sufficiently  informed  to  oppose  them 
with  Success.  We  are  not  apprized  that  Congress  either  desire  or 
expect  any  Explanations  on  this  Subject,  nor  would  we  be  understood 
as  desirous  of  reviving  Discussions  which  have  been  heretofore 
permitted  to  subside ;  but  we  conceive  it  to  be  our  Duty  to  advise 
your  Excellency  of  the  existence  of  some  remains  of  those  diseon tents 
lyhich  we  had  hoped  would  forever  have  remained  in  oblivion.  Yonr 
Excellency  and  the  Council  will  judge  whether  any  and  what  use  to 
make  of  the  Information. 

We  do  ourselves  the  Honour  to  inclose  herewith  a  Copy  of  a  List 
of  Papers  transmitted  to  Council  by  the  Secretary  of  Congress  in 
1784,  which  List  was  called  for  and  read  on  the  occasion  we  have 
aUnded  to^  and  a  copy  of  the  Hesolation  of  Congress  on  the  appli- 
cation of  M'  Sullivan. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 
&  most  humble  servants. 

CHA.  PETTIT, 
JOHN  BAYARD. 
Directedy 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


In  pursuance  of  Order  of  17  May,  1784,  sent  to  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvaniai  the  following  Papers,  indorsed 
as  follows. 

1.  Copy  of  Demand  made  by  Mutineers,  June  21,  1783. 

2.  Copy  Address  of  Mutineers  to  Sup.  Ex.  Council  of  Pens'a 
delivered  25  June,  1783,  read  in  Congress,  June  30, 1783. 

*  See  pages  69, 60,  61.  74,  290,  293, 820,  828,  824,  ^76,  676, 680,  of  Vol. 
X.>  and  CoL  fiec  Vol.  XIU.,  p.  610-612,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  106,  106. 
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3.  June  80, 1788.  DepoBition  of  Sergeant  Bich'd  Morthwaitt  of 
Imlids. 

4.  Jaly  2.  Deposition  of  Solomon  Townsend^  Serg*  in  Colonel 
Hiunpton's  Regiment. 

5.  July  1.    Dep"  of  Ja*  Bennet  Serg^  Major  of  Artillery. 

6.  July  1.     Dep^  of  Joieph  Morgan,  Serg^  of  Artillery. 

7.  Copy  read  June  12;1783.  Deposition  of  Benja.  Spyker  taken 
before  M'  Leran  of  Beading,  Subjeot  of  a  conyersation  with  Seijaaat 
Nagie.* 

8.  A  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  James  Christie  to  the  Snp**  Ex. 
Council  of  Pen8%  and  a  Copy  of  a  Commission  or  Appointment  of 
Officers  as  a  Committee  by  the  Non-oommissioned  officers  &  Priyatea 
in  the  Barracks  in  Philad%  read,  30  Jnne,  1783. 

9.  Copy  papers  signed  James  Bennet,  deliyered  to  Snp.  Ex. 
Coimeil  of  Penns*,  read  in  Congress,  Jnne  80, 1788. 

1.  A  Letter  signed  Henry  Carbery  dated  Cape  Henlopen,  29  June, 
1783  directed  to  Major  W-  Niohols,  Merch^  Philad\ 

2.  A  Letter  signed  H.  Carbery,  dated  June  26, 1783,  directed  to 
M"  Mary  Carbery,  S*  Mary's,  Maryland. 

3.  A  Letter  signed  John  Sulliyan,  dated  theCape,  80  Jane,  1788, 
directed  to  H.  Moylan,  Esq.,  Col.  Command.  L.  D.  Philadelphia. 

4.  A  Paper  signed  J«  S.,  directed  to  Mr.  W"  Hnston  &  containing 
this— consult  your  own  safety.    We  cannot  possibly  get  to  you. 

5.  Beport  of  the  Mutiny,  by  Col.  Humpton,  24  June,  1783,  read 
in  Congress,  July  8, 1788. 

*  Vol.  X.,  p.  677. 


2* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MNN8TLVANIA  ARCHIVES  17S6. 


Dr.  Gekbral  Account  of  Receipt^  and 

General  Aooonat  of  Reeeipte  and  Expend! tares  of  tlie  tJnited  StateSy  Srotl  lit 
November,  1785,  to  SOlh  Juno,  1784I. 

1786, 
Nov.  1.  Dols.  90th8 

To  Balance  in  ihe  Hands  of  the  Treasarer  of  the  United 
States*  thislDaj,  as  per  Acoonnt  forwarded  to  the 

States, 71,471  54 

1786, 
Jane  30. 

To  General  Aeeonnt  of  Taxes,  for  so  mneh  Speoie  recolred. 
Til. 

From  Massaebasett, •        .    3,777  29 

Kbode  Island, 201    8 

Connectient, 8,463  28 

KewToifc, 22,013  20 

New  Jersey,  ..*.•..*    8,964  62 
PennsyWaniay    .        .        .        .        .        .        .     112,741  73 

Dekwaro,       ••••.••.    3,881  86 

Maryland, 68,282  60 

Virginia, 22,777  20 

251,102  60 

To  Ditto,  for  so  mneh  receiyed  in  Indents,  vis. 
From  Massachasetts  Quota  of  10  Sep.*  1782,  192,000 

28  Apr.,  1784,    30,860  46 

222,860  45 

Conneotioat,      .        .    28  Apr.,  1784,       .        .         7,832  78 
New  York,    .        .        28  Apr.,  1784,    .        .  36,933  67 

PennsyWania,  .  .10  Sep.,  1782,  180,000 
28  Apr.,  1784,  63,441 
27  Sep.,  1785,  200,824  70 

434,265  70 

Delaware,       •       .       28  Apr.,  1784,       •       .       10,011  69 
Virginia^    .       .        .    28  Apr.,  1784,  .        .  29,901    7 

741,805  66 

To  Emhnions  of  Paper  Money  on  the  Fonds  of  Individoal 
States  in  pnrsaanee  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  18th 
Mareb,  1780. 

BeoeiTedfirom  the  State  of  New  York, 25,200 

To  General  Post  Office,  for  so  mneh  recelTed,     •       •       •       •  8,000 

To  ISondries,  vis.  . 

Cornelias  Sweers  on  Aeeonnt^ ,       ;       «       •       .       448  68 
George  Olney,  do.  ,.       •       •       •       •  3 

451  68 

To  Balance  being  the  Amonnt  of  Specie  payments  beyond 

the  Boodipts,  or  an  AnUcipation  of  the  PnbUo  Oredity  14,235  81 

DoUar^   1,112,267    9 
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ExpsHDrrosiB  ov  txni  UincED  States. 


Cr. 


Geneni  Aeeomit  of  Receipts  and  Exp^nditnres  of  the  United  8tatos»  from  lift 
KoTember,  1785,  to  SOth  June,  1786. 

1784, 

Jaae  80,  Dolf.  WHm 

Bj  Aatiecpation  of  tiio  TazM  hj  the  late  Svperintend* 
ant  of  Finance, 
Por  80  nneh  paid  of  94,186^  80-90t]n,  unpaid  Ut 

NoTember,  1785, •       »  708  80 

Bj  00  mach  paid  JCr.  John  Wbeelook,  Freeident  of 
Dartmonih  CoOege ;  the  same  having  been  re- 
eoired  by  the  Commlssionera  of  the  Loan  in 
Holland,  for  the  use  of  laid  College,  and  credited 

by  them  in  Account  with  ihe  United  SUtes,    ...  78  41 

By  Ezpenditoree  in  Speoie,  yIs. 

CWUXist,        .... 
Paymaster  General's  DepartBoati 
Subsistence  of  the  Army, 
Military  and  Ordinanee  8tor«8,   . 
Qnarter  Master's  Department,  • 
Cloathiag  Department^       •       » 
Payment  of  Old  Aoeovat^      • 
Pensions,  Annuities  and  Onntf| 
Indian  AHairs, 

Payment  of  Foreign  Interesty 
Contingencies,        •       • 


82,801  54 

81,762  42 

28,441  80 

8,608  60 

4,667  69 

1,168  46 

0,187  44 

0,211  67 

1,081  17 

170,200 

8,468  7 

By  so  much  paid  by  the  State  of  Fennsylrania,  by  virtne 
of  acts  of  the  United  States,  on  Aecoont  of  the  said 
State's  Quotas  of  existing  Requisitions,  and  as 
per  Aeoounts  settled  at  the  Federal  Treasury,  tIs. 
Fortakingup  British  Desert's,  per  ActSOth  March,  1782,     2,865  88 
Pensions  to  InralHs,  per  Act  23d  April,  1782,  12,067  84 

Ditto,  rth  June,  1786,  29,748  60 


325,604  85 


44,176  n 


Denestie  Debi-^For  so  much  towards  the  Payment  of 
Interest  on  the  Domeetie  Debt,  by  Indents  made 
receirable  in  Taxes, 741,805  48 

Dollars,    1,112,267    9 


Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
BegisUr's  Offlce,  July  1, 1786. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Batisteffi 
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John  Lueens  to  Sbo'y  Akmstrokg,  1786. 

Sorveyor  Gen.  OiSoe^  8d  Jalj,  1786. 
Sif, 

Pursuant  to  the  order  of  Council  of  the  29th  ult  I  would  just  re* 
mark  that  I  have  not  yet  received  any  return  of  Survey  from  Mr.  Doug- 
lass, nor  any  written  account  subsequent  to  said  order ;  but  would  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  Oounoil  a  verbal  message  received  (tho'  not 
directly)  from  him^  viz : 

<'  Griffith  Evans  sends,  word  "^  Gapt.  Morrison  of  Washington 
<' County  that  Mr.  Douglass  purposed  to  set  out  to  survey  his 
^*  District  in  the  Depreciation  lands  immediately  after  the  July 
"  Court  in  Fayette  County." 

yours.  &c.. 

.^      '  '    .  JNO  LUKENS,  S.  G. 

Directed^ 

To  John  Armstrong,  Junr.,  Esqr.,  Sec'y.  to  Council. 


Ephbaim  Douglass  to  John  Lukens,  S.  G.,  1786« 

Sir, 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  have  compelled  you  by  my  delay,  to 
remind  me  of  my  duty — I  plead  guilty  to  the  ^involuntary)  breach 
of  it,  but  would  beg  your  patience  while  I  explain  the  Cause.  In 
September  last  when  I  had  made  every  preparation  to  undertake  it 
in  person,  I  was  seized  with  a  disorder  which  for  more  than  six 
jnonths  rendered  me  totally  unable  to*  undergo  the  fatigue — In  the 
mean  time,  I  employed  another  person  to  execute  the  business  for 
me,  he  went  to  the  ground  and  began,  but  unfortunately  his  assis- 
tants, unacquainted  with  Indians,  got  allarmed  at  their  frequent 
visits  before  he  had  made  a  sufficient  number  of  surveys  to  return 
to  your  office — This  Spring  I  have  employed  another  person  who  is 
obligated  to  have  the  whole  business  com  pleated  by  the  first  day  of 
July  next,  and  from  his  character,  which  I  had  from  Major  Alex- 
ander to  whom  he  was  an  assistant  last  year,  and  who  pledged  him- 
self to  me  for  his  faithful  performance,  I  have  not  a  doubt  of  hit 
punctuality  to  the  time,  after  which  none  shall  be  delayed  until 
.'the  Returns  are  made.. 

In  the  Confidence  that  I  shall  leave  you  no  further  room  to  doubt 
my  willingness  to  hold  to  my  engagements. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be        • 

most  respectfully,  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 
Difeeud,  EPHRAIM  DOUGLASS. 

John  Lukens,  Esquire,  Surveyor  General. 
Indortedy 

1786,  July.    From  Ephraim  Douglass,  Esq'r,  Deputy  Surveyor 
— ^his  Office  vacated,  see  minutes  of  7th  July,  1786. 
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Gov.  Yahdtkb  of  Dhlawarb  io  Prbs.  Frakkldt^  1786 

New  Casde,  July  14,  1786. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  the  Directions  of  tlie  General  Assembly  of  tliis 
Slate.     I  have  the  Honor  to  commanicate  the  inolosed  Besolation, 
and  am  with  the  greatest  Respeot, 

'^   Sir,  your  Excellency's, 

most  obedt.  humble  Servant, 
iWrectof,  NICHS.  VANDFKE. 

(On  public  Service,) 
Hia  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pres*  Fbaneun,  1786. 

Comptroller  Generals  Office, 
Sir,  July  15th,  1786. 

When  at  New  York  I  thought  it  a  &vorable  opportunity  to  urge 
the  Board  of  Treasury  to  grant  an  order  upon  the  Continental  Loan 
Officer  in  Pennsylvania  in  favor  of  the  State  Treaysurer  for  890,000 
BoUarB  of  the  New  EmisMon  money  belonging  to  the  State  and  in 
poeseBsion  of  Mr.  Smith.  The  inclosed  paper  marked  .No.  1  ia  a 
Copy  of  my  letter  to  them  on  the  subject  in  Novem.  1785,  that 
marked  No.  2  covering  the  paper  marked  No.  8  are  copies  of  the 
letter  and  inclosures  addressed  to  them  on  the  same  subject  when  in 
New  York,  I  also  had  a  conference  with  the  said  Board  upon  that  sub- 
ject but  no  order  was  granted,  altho'  it  was  not  absolutely  refused  vet 
from  the  enquiries  of  the  Board  what  is  its  present  value  ?  what 
do  I  aappose  it  will  be  worth  by  January  next  f  what  funds  have 
been  provided  for  its  redemption?  and  whether  they  will  be 
adequate  and  productive  together  with  enuendoes  of  the  advantages 
it  would  be  of  to  the  Uni tea  States,  leaves  no  doubt  with  me  that  they 
design  to  order  it  out  of  Mr.  Smith's  hands  and  have  it  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States  as  they  have  done  with  the  same  kind 
of  money  in  some  of  the  other  States,  such  a  step  would  throw  the 
State  into  much  embarrassment,  and  put  it  out  of  her  power  £o  ful- 
fil her  promises  and  discharge  her  engagements.  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  whether  it  would  not  be  proger  to  attach  the  said  Bills  of 
Credit  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Smith,  so  as  to  prevent  this  evil. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  Bespect  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  Servt. 
DmeKd,  JNO.  NICHOLSON.* 

His  EzceHy.  The  Pnesi^nt  in  Oouneily 

♦  See  Col.  Reo;,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  54. 
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No.  1. 

Oomptroller  Oeneral'B  Office^ 
Philada.  Noyem.  29th^  1786. 
Oentlemen, 

By  an  order  of  the  late  SvperiDtendant  of  tho  Finanees  of  the 
United  States  drawn  upon  the  Treasorer  of  the  State  of  PenDtyU 
vania  in  favor  of  Thomas  Smith  Esqr.,  Contr.  Loan  Offioer,  the  sum 
of  £146,250  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  April  7th,  1781,  was 
paid  by  the  State  to  the  latter,  to  be  substituted  in  lieu  of  an  equal 
Sum  of  the  Bills  emitted*by  this  State  pursuant  to  aot  of  Assembly 
of  Jano  Ist,  1780,  which  were  then  in  the  Continental  Loan  Office, 
the  sum  for  which  this  was  substituted,  yet  lies  in  sud  Office  and 
hath  not  been  paid,  to  the  State.  And  Permit  me  to  request  that  an 
order  be  drawn  upon  the  Commissioner  of  the  ContiDental  Loan 
Office  in  favor  of  David  Rittenhouse  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  Pennsylvania 
for  the  Sum  of  390,000  Dollars  being  the  Bills  of  Credit  aforesaid 
80  that  they  may  come  into  the  State  Treasury  and  be  destroyed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JNO  NICHOLSON 
The  Bonble.  the  Board  to  Treasury  New  York. 


No.  2. 

New  York,  July  8th,  1786. 
Oentlemen, 

I  had  the  honor  to  address  the  Board  of  Treasury  some  time  ago 
on  the  Subject  of  a  balance  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  pursuant 
to  act  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  of  the  Ist,  day  of 
June  1780,  now  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Smith,  Esq.,  Continental 
Loan  Officer  and  which  is  due  to  the  said  State.  As  a  Warrant  or 
Order  hath  not  yet  been  granted  directing  the  payment  of  those 
Bills  into  the  Treasury  of  Pennsylvania, — I  beg  leave  to  renew  my 
application  and  to  request  of  your  Honble.  Boara  that  the  same  be 
done.  I  here  enclose  the  original  Warrant  of  the  Superintendant 
of  Finance  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  and  the  Receipt  in  dischar^ 
thereof,  from  which  you  will  see  that  the  Bills  of  Credit  aforesaid 
amount  to  890,000  Dollars  now  in  possession  of  said  Loan  Officer, 
belong  to  the  said  State,  and  should  be  delivered  'over  to  the  State 
Treasury.  I  conceived  that  the  inclosed  would  serve  better  for 
information  than  Copies  taken  from  them,  but  as  they  are  original 
papers  of  great  consequence,  I.  must  take  the  libertv  to  request  that 
they  be  returned  to  me  again,  and  I  shall  do  myself  the  Honor  to 
wait  upon  the  Board  for  them. 

I  am  with  high  respect. 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obed.  Servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON, 
The  Honorabloi  the  Commtsrioners  of  the  Board  of  Treasnry. 
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Norf  bd  Co.,  July  2lBt,  1786, 
His  Excellency;  Doctor  BeDJamin  Franklin^  Esq. 
Sir, 

I  lately  received  a  letter  from  Wioming  signed  Jobn  FrankliDy 
irUcb  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  for  th^  perusal  of  the  Council ;  and  also 
an  inclosed  bit  of  a  Newspaper  printed  (I  suppose)  in  Connecticut, 
the  Contents  of  botb  of  which,  I  think,  a  little  extraordinary.  In 
order  tp  inform  your  Excellency  &  Council  of  the  ocasion  of  ibis 
letter  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  very  short  sketch  of  a  letter 
I  had  written  to  a  Certain  Myers  living  at  that  place.  The  letter 
was  intirely  of  a  public  nature,  and  sent  there  to  inform  them  of 
what  I  had  been  informed  by  Qenl.  John  Bull  had  been  lately  done 
in  Congress  respecting  the  §usquehana  Claimants,  suspecting,  th^it 
art  is  often  used  to  keep  the  true  state  of  things  from  the  common 
People.  I  also  therein  agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  Hon^ble 
Council,  in  the  Letter  I  bad  the  Honor  to  receive  in  answer  to  the 
dispatches  sent  by  01.  Bull,  expressed  the  assurances  of  Council^ 
that  the  virtuous,  and  peacable  should  have  protection,  and  earnestly 
[Hissed  them  not  to  follow  the  wild  schemes  of  Men  not  satisfied,  or 
easy,  under  the  established  forms  of  Government;  Hinted  how 
much  better  it  was  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  our  Constitution,  and 
Laws,  than  to  subject  themselves  to  all  the  distress  which  must 
follow  a  contention  with  ns,  and  a  Rebellion  against  Government ; 
and  what,  probably,  irritated  him,  viz.,  Franklin  most;  I  gave  it 
clearly  as  my  opinion  that  when  distress  arose  those  men,  now  the 
most  active,  and  uneasy,  would  leave  them  to  shift  for  themselves— 
There  is  much  of  my  letter  either  wilfully  misunderstood,  or  greatly 
misrepresented,  I  have  just  added  two  very  short  notes  in  the  Mar- 
gin of  the  inclosed  to  prevent  a  misapprehension  of  my  sentiments  ; 
and  conduct. 

I  have  had  nothing  further  lately  from  that  Quarter  other  than 
the  inclosed.  This  John  Franklin  is  the  Coll.  of  their  Militia,  and 
a  principal  Man  amon^  them ;  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  his  lettet 
is  fiiUy  expressive  of  the  intentions  of  a  ffreat  Number  at  Wioming, 
and  for  my  part,  I  confess,  I  should  be  glad  to  see  that  part  of  the 
Country  erected  into  a  County ;  that  if  they  have  the  least  desire  of 
becoming  orderly  (Ktizens  of  this  state,  they  might  have  an  oppor- 
tnnity  so  to  do ;  altho'  I  very  much  doubt,  whether  they  would 
accept  the  finvor. 

I  am;  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect 
your  Excellency's 

&  y*  Councils  H'ble  Ser't, 

WM.  MONTGOMERY. 
Dtrededf 

fiiB  Excellency  Benjn.  Franklin^  Esqr.  Presd't;  Ac,  Phllada. 
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Mbmcibul  of  LiasT   Infaittby  of  Philadblphu  Co., 

1786, 

To  The  Honorabloi  The  Sapreme  Szecnfcive  Gonndl  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsjlvania. 
Honored  Sirs, 

Congress  we  are  well  assured  has  lately  received  an  Official 
Declaration  from  the  Court  of  London,  ^'  That  Oiey  xoiU  not  rdin- 
quish  the  Posts  and  Qurrisons  on  our  Frontiers^*  This  additional 
violation  of  the  Solemn  &  Sacred  Treaty  of  Peace  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  we  take  the  Liberty  to  observe,  is  generally  viewed 
and  considered  as  a  Declaration  of  War^  as  it  manifests  a  Dis- 
position for  Hostility  and  reprisal.  But  as  the  situation  of  our 
Public  Finances  does  not  admit  the  raising  a  Regular  Army,  Con- 
gress, we  understand,  have  it  in  Contemplation  to  oall^  on  the 
several  States,  for  a  Portion  of  Militia,  to  disposses  the  British 
Troops  of  those  Fortresses.  Under  this  Idea,  several  Volunteers, 
from  New  Jersey  and  New  York  have  already  tendered  their  services 
to  Congress  and,  as  Members  of  the  Light  Infantry  Company  belong* 
ing  to  the  2d  Battalion  of  Pennsylvania  Militia,  who  wish  not  to  be 
excelled  or  out  done  in  Point  of  Zeal  and  Activity  in  promoting 
the  Interest  aud  Welfare  of  our  Country  at  lar^e,  we  take  this 
early  opportunity  to  entreat  that  your  Honorable  Body  will  be 
pleased  to  consider  us  as  the  First  on  the  List  of  Yolunteers  from 
Pennsylvania^  whenever  Congress  shall  think  proper  to  adopt  so 
necessary  a  Measure. 

With  every  sentiment  of  Respect, 

wc  remain  Honored  Sirs,  your  most  obedient, 

and  very  Humble  Servants, 
Eleazer  Oswald,  Capt.  Chs.  Wm.  Lecke, 

Saml.  Hanse,  Lt  Samuel  Folwell, 

Peter  Wiltberger,  Ensg.  Septimus  Claypoole, 

JElobt.  Parry,  B.  F.  Baohe, 

Bobt.  Crozier,  Abraham  Singer, 

.Jacob  Mayer,  Jun.,  James  Rees, 

Tho.  Reynold,  Jo.  Melbeck, 

William  Caurre,  Tho.  Seddon, 

William  Edwards,  J.  Whitehead, 

John  N.  HM;enau,  Peter  Benson, 

Francis  Wade,  Jun.,  John  Darragh, 

J.  Levy,  Willm.  Murray, 

Saml.  Wiggleworth,  Joseph  Anthony, 

John  Morean,       ^  Jno.  Lawrence, 

John  Fairbairn,  Jacob  Wikoff, 

Robert  Aitken,  Jun.,  Wm.  Cavenough, 

Fran.  Ingraham,  Jno.  Tillinghast, 

Jacob  Wiltberger, 

Philadelphia,  August  1,  17S6. 
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Ghas.  Psttit  to  Hon.  Ohas.  Biddijb^  1786. 

New  York,  2d  August,  1786. 
Bear  Sir, 

The  reqaisiiioB  for  tbe  year  1786,  has  this  day  been  passed  in 
Congress,  so  nearly  in  the  form  &  on  the  principles  contained  in  the 
printed  copy  of  the  Draught  I  sent  you  some  time  since^  that  I 
shall  not  now  trouble  you  with  the  mention  of  the  little  alterations 
that  have  been  made,  especially  as  we  are  yet  sitting  &  in  debate  of 
other  matters. 

I  will,  however,  mention  some  attempts  we  made  (tho'  unsuc- 
cessfully &  with  very  little  support  from  any  other  State)  to  obtain 
some  essential  alterations  in  the  Estimate,  and  of  course  in  the  sum 
to  he  required.  For  this  purpose  I  send  you  another  copy  as  the 
shortest  mode  of  explaining  what  I  mean.  Tbe  Requisition  is  for 
money  for  the  service  of  the  year  1786,  we  therefore  mov^d  to 
strike  out  the  article  marked  A,  as  relating  to  a  future  year,  as  pro- 
vidiog  for  a  second  years  Int.  on  the  foreign  Debt,  when  but  one 
years  Int.  is  provided  for  on  the  Domestio  Debt,  tho'  the  latter  was 
before,  one  years  Provisions  behind  the  former;  and  because  it  was 
beginning  a  Provision  for  the  Payment  of  the  Principal  of  the 
Foreign  Debt,  even  before  it  becomes  due,  without  holding  out  any 
intention  of  a  Provision  for  any  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt,  which 
has  been  long  due  ,*  and  that  this  (nnneeessary  at  present,)  attempt 
to  anticipate  payments,  which  we  have  heretofore  rested  on 
the  Revenue  Svstem,  recommended  by  the  Act  of  April,  1783, 
would  be  considered  as  contemplating  the  relinquishment  of  that 
system  on  the  Establishment,  which  we  suppose  the  public  credit  so 
much  depends,  &  that  this  Idea  would  have  a  great  tendency  to 
defeat  the  Establishment  of  that  system  now  so  nearly  matured. 

This  being  denied,  we  moved  to  double  the  article  marked  B,  in 
order  to  make  a  Provision  for  the  Domestic  Debt,  proportioned  to 
that  made  for  the  Foreign ;  this  was  also  denied.  We  therefore 
thought  it  our  duty  to  oppose  the  general  question  on  the  Bequisi- 
tion  as  it  stands ;  but  is  was  carried  by  9  or  10  States. 

I  am  streigtened  for  time  &  can  say  no  more  at  the  present 
moment.  This  may  serve  as  information  to  Council,  though  it  does 
not  go  in  official  form.  ^ 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  your 

most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  PETTIT, 
Dirteted^ 

The  Honble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq. 
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Resolutiok  op  Cobtoress — Requisitions,  1786. 

By  tlie  UDited  States  in  Oongress  assembled,  August  2,  1785. 
Resolved,  That  for  the  services  of  the  present  year,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  six,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and 
two  installments  of  principal  on  the  French  and  Dutch  loans,  that 
are  payable  according  to  the  Contracts,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1787,  and  for  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest  on  the  domestic 
debt,  it  will  be  necessary  that  three  millions,  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  thousand,  and  sixty-two  dollars  43-90th,  be  paid  into 
the  common  treasury,  on  or  before  the  first  day  January  next,  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  following  purposes. 

For  the  civil  department,    .  Dollars.     169,352  86 

Military  department, 168,274  50 

Contingencies, 94,294  65~ 

Indian  affairs, 6,000 

The  department  of  the  geographoTi       .  .        8^958 

FOREIGN  DEBT. 

For  the  payment  of  interest  due  this 
year  on  the  French  and  Dutch 
loans,  817,985  10 

For  ditto  of  principal  and  interest 
due  in  the  year  1787,  which  ought 
to  be  provided  for  this  year,  1,892,059  17 

For  a  balance  of  interest  due  on 
the  Spanish  loan,  2896  55 

For  one  year's  interest  on  debts  due 
to  foreign  oflficers,  11,185  55 


Domestic  debt,  one  year's  interest  thereon. 


1,723,629  47 
1,606,560  65 


Dollars,    8,777,062  48 


That  the  QUOTAS  of  the  several  STATES  be  as  follows : 


New-Hampshire, 

Ditto, 
Massachusetts, 

Ditto, 
Rhode-Island, 

Ditto, 
Connecticut, 

Ditto, 


'.      56,452* 
'.    240,370* 
.'      84,613* 

Indent!. 

56,452* 

40,370* 

84,613* 

141,474 


Speoie. 
76,268 

824,746 

46,764 

191,135 
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IHtto, 

New-Jenej, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 
Delatrure,     . 

Ditto, 
M«ry]aiid|     . 

Ditto, 
Virginia, 

IMtto, 
North- Carolina, 

Ditto, 
Sovth'Ouroliiia, 

Ditto, 
(HoTgiay 


137,434 
89,279 
219,765 
24,087 
151,570* 
274,707 
116,749 
103,015 


186,567 
120,619 
296,908 

32,475 
204,775 
371,136 
157,782 
139,017 

23,288 


Ditto, 


17,167 


2,170430  Specie 
1,606  632  Indents 


Total,  8,777  062 


That  the  foregoing  requiflitfion  is  made  in  virtne  of  the  powers  of 
the  eoofederation,  and  is  obligatory  on  the  states  as  such,  and  when 
pod  ahall  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  states  respeotivelj,  on  the 
terms  prescribed  by  the  resoWe  of  Congress  of  the  6th  day  of  October, 
1779,  and  shall  be  applied  in  conformity  to  the  statement  in  the 
preceding  part  of  this  requisition  giving  preference  according  to 
the  order  in  which  they  are  placed  in  the  estimate. 

As  one  million,  six  hundred  and  six  thousand,  five  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars  called  for,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  domestic  debt,  that  the  several  states  be  allowed  to 
discharge  the  same  by  indents  for  interest  on  loan-office  certificates, 
and  upon  other  certificates  of  the  liquidated  debts  of  the  United 
Stales :  And  to  ascertain  the  evidences  of  interest  due  upon  loan- 
office  certificates,  the  holders  thereof  respectively,  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  carry  them  to  the  office  from  which  they  issued,  and  the  holders 
of  other  certificates  of  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States  to 
cany  the  same  to  the  loan  office  of  that  state  wherein  they  are  in- 
habitants, or  if  foreigners,  to  any  loan-office,  within  the  United 
States,  and  to  have  the  interest  thereon  settled  and  certified  to  the 
ket  day  of  the  year  1785. 

Provided  that  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan  office  in 
any  elate,  shall  not  on  any  pretence  whatever,  settle  or  issue  any 
eertiftoate  or  certificates,  for  the  interest  due  on^^any  continental  loan 

'^     eertifiealei  or  otiier  certificate  of  liquidated  debts,  untQ  the 
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state  for  which  he  is  continental  loan  ofiBoer,  shall  hare  passed  a 
legislative  act  thereby  proyiding  adequate  fands  for  compljing  with 
this  requisition ;  nor  shall  the  commissioner  aforesaid;  in  any  state 
that  shall  have  complied  with  this  requisition,  issue  any  certificate, 
oY  take  any  other  measure  whereby  a  discrimination  may  be  made 
by  such  state,  between  the  holders  of  loan  office  certificates  issued 
from  his  office,  who  are  citizens  of  that  state,  and  foreigners,  or  the 
citizens  of  any  t)ther  state  that  shall  have  complied  with  this 
requisition  :  Provided  always,  that  any  continental  loan  officer  shall 
issue  certificates  for  interest  as  aforesaid,  due  on  continental  loan 
office  certificates  issued  from  his  office,  and  belonging  to  foreigners, 
and  also  to  the  citizens  of  such  states  as  shall  have  passed  a  legis- 
lative act  complyii^  with  this  requisition. 

That  every  commissioneV  of  the  continental  loan-office,  previously 
to  settling  and  issuing  certificates  as  aforesaid,  for  the  interest  due 
on  certificates  of  liquidated  debts,  other  than  loan-office  certificates, 
shall  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation,  or  require  a  certificate  signed 
by  one  of  the  persons  whom  the  States  in  which  the  commissioner 
resides,  ehall,  in  the  legislative  act  complying  with  this  requisition 
appoint,  that  he  has  administered  to  the  owner  or  possessor  of  every 
such  certificate,  an  oath  or  afiirmation,  that  the  same  is  bona  fide  the 
property  of  the  particular  state  in  which  the  said  commissioner  re- 
sides, or  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  said  State,  or  of  some  corporate 
body  or  charitable  institution  within  the  same,  or  of  some  person  who 
is  not  a  citizen  of  any  of  the  United  States,  describing  the  certificate 
or  certificates  alluded  to  in  every  such  oath  or  affirmation,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  necessary  to  indentify  the  same,  or  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  le^slature  of  the  said  state. 

And  for  preventing  the  depreciation  of  certificates  to  be  issued  as 
aforesaid,  the  legislature  of  each  state  is  required  to  provide,  in  the 
act  complying  with  this  requisition,  that  if  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
1787,  the  said  state's  quota  of  the  said  certificates  so  to  be  issued, 
shall  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  state  treasurer,  or  other  proper 
officer,  the  deficiency  shall  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  continental 
treasury  in  specie,  which,  when  so  paid,  is  hereby  appropriated  to 
the  redemption  of  such  surplus  certificates. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  furnish  the  several  loan  offices,  with 
certificates  to  be  issued  for  interest  as  aforesaid ;  and  also  with  such 
checks  and  instructions  as  they  from  time  to  time  shall  judse  neces* 
sary  to  prevent  counterfeited  certificates  of  the  debts  from  M>tainiQg 
a  settlement  of  interest,  and  to  detect  counterfeit  evidences  of  inte- 
rest, and  thereby  to  avoid  receiving  them  in  discharge  of  taxes : 
which  certificates  of  interest  being  parted  with  by  the  holders  of 
the  principal,  shall  be  deemed  evidence  that  he  has  received  satis- 
faction for  the  same;  and  therefore  shall  be  receivable  from  the 
bearer  in  lieu  of  money,  in  the  proportion  of  one  dollar  and  one 
third  in  specie  for  one  dollar  in  indents,,  in  any  other  state  in  the 
union,  as  well  as  in  the  state  in  which  they  were  issoed.    That  the 
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atiite  receiving  sneh  certificates,  and  paying  the  same  into  the  public 
treaaarj,  with  a  proportion  of  specie  as  aforesaid;  shall  have  credit 
therefor,  which  payment  shall  be  considered  as  a  discharge  of  the 
interest  on  the  domestic  debt,  in  the  proportion  that  each  state  avails 
itself  of  the  said  certificates  of  interest.  That  all  loan  office  certifi- 
cates issued  after  the  first  day  of  March,  1778,  shuU  be  reduced  to 
their  specie  yalae,  conformably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  28th  June,  1780,  and  the  interest  shall  be  ascertained  and 
settled  agreeably  to  the  specie  value  of  the  certificate. 

Provided,  that  so  far  as  relates  to  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  this 
requisition  be  considered  as  including  one  million  of  dollars,  being 
that  part  of  the  requisition  of  the  30th  October,  1781,  which  hath 
heretofore  remained  uncalled  for,  so  far  as  to  entitle  the  said  state  to 
the  benefit  of  paying  the  same  in  such  manner  as  she  was  entitled  to 
pay  her  quota  of  the  said  requisition* 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 
Indonedy  , 

Resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  supplies  for  the  present  year 
Interest  on  foreign  debt  &c.,  Oct.  30  1786,  referred  to  Committee 
on  Ways  &  means. 


Ghas.  Pecwt  to  Pebs.  Feanklik,  1786. 

New  York,  4th  August,  1786. 
Sir, 

In  a  joint  Letter  which  Col.  Bayard  &  myself  did  ourselves  the 
Honour  to  address  to  your  Excellency  the  26th  of  last  Month,  we 
proposed  at  a  future  Time  to  state  to  your  Excellency  the  Heads  of 
the  Arguments  used  in  the  Debate  on  the  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Treasury  recommending  a  Continuation  of  the  Issuing  of  Indents 
of  Interest  in  Pennsylvania.  That  Statement  I  have  the  Honour 
to  transmit  herewith. 

Yesterday  a  requisition  on  the  States  for  supplies  for  the  year 
1786,  was  agreed  to  in  Congress ;  it  is  now  in  the  Press  &  will  be 
officially  transmitted  to  the  States  by  the  Secretary. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 
•  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  PETTIT. 
Dirteted 
His  Szeellency,  Benjamin  Franklin. 
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The  Beport  of  the  Board  of  TrwBxuty*  tendering  a  Resolre  thai 
thej  ''  be  aathorized  and  directed  to  give  Orders  for  the  Contioua*- 
tioD  of  the  Issae  of  lodenta  of  IntereBt  in  the  State  of  Penosylvaaia 
agreeably  to  the  Requisition  of  the  27th  of  September  lasf  Ac., 
being  read,  it  was  moved  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Board  to 
take  order. 

This  was  thought  to  be  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  Business, 
as  it  would  restore  the  matter  to  the  original  Footing  on  which  it 
stood  on  the  first  act  of  the  Board  acknowledging  the  compliance  of 
the  State  with  the  Requisition  and  directing  the  Payment  of  Interest 
accordingly,  without  placing  on  the  Journals  any  Record  of  the 
versatile  Conduct  which  had  taken  Piaee.  And  as  the  Proviso  in 
the  proposed  Resolution  left  the  Claim  of  the  State,  as  to  the  86,658 
Dollars,  undecided  upon,  and  it  was  thence  supposed  that  litUe  or 
no  opposition  would  be  made  to  the  motion,  it  was  thought  best  not 
to  invite  it  by  stating  arguments  in  favour  of  the  motion  unless  they 
should  be  rendered  necessary  in  answer  to  objections. 

The  motion  was  objected  to  as  unreasonable,  unjust  and  impolitic. 

Unreasonable,  1st,  Because  from  the  words  of  the  Requisition  of 
the  27  &  28th  of  April,  1784,  it  was  plain  that  the  one  fourth  to 
be  discounted  in  Certificates  of  Interest  related  only  to  one  fourth 
of  the  Balance  then  remaining  unpaid  of  the  four  millions,  whereas  . 
the  Discount  demanded  by  the  State  was  one  fourth  of  their  whole 
Quota  of  the  four  Millions.  2dly,  Because  no  other  State  had  made 
a  like  Demand.  8dly,  Because  the  present  debilitated  State  of  the 
Finances  would  not  admit  of  such  a  Deduction  from  the  Specie 
Claims  of  the  United  States. 

Unjust,  Ist,  Because  It  was  well  known  that  the  Sums  which  had 
been  paid  by  the  several  States  on  account  of  the  eight  million 
Requisition  previous  to  the  Statement  accompanying  the  Requisi- 
tion of  1784,  had  been  consumed  in  the  Service  of  former  years, 
and  that  three  fourths  of  the  Balance  remaining  of  the  moiety  of 
the  eight  millions,  had  been  relied  upon  in  Specie,  bv  the  assent  & 
approbation  of  all  ike  States,  Pennsylvania  included.  2dly,  That 
opening  the  Loan  ofiice  in  Pennsylvania  would  let  loose  a  Flood  of 
Facilities  to  inundate  the  other  States,  whereby  the  Citizens  of 
Pennsylvania  would  derive  a  Benefit  to  which  they  were  not  intitlcd 
till  they  should  have  fully  complied  with  the  Requisition. 

Impolitic — 1st,  Because  if  this  Discount  were  allowed  to  Penn- 
sylvania, it  must  of  course  be  allowed  to  other  States  in  the  same 
Proportion,  which  would  occasion  a  Deduction  of  between  three  & 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  the  Sum  in  Specie  paid  into  or 
demandable  by  the  federal  Treasury  on  that  Requisition.       • 

2dly,  That  the  meaning  of  Congress  as  to  this  Point,  in  the  Act 
of  April  1784,  being  plain,  and  not  objected  to  at  any  Time  since, 
but  by  Pennsylvania,  it  became  Congress  to  persist  in  the  Measure 
if  it  were  only  to  avoid  the  Charge  of  versatility ;  but  when  it  was 
considered  that  the  yielding  of  this  Point  to  Pennsylvania  Beceonrily 
*  8ce  page  16. 
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involved  tbe  adouflsion  ef  the  like  el^in  from  otiier  Stotes,  the  Clr- 
earastenoes  of  the  Treasurj  forbid  tkuy  Relaxation.  . 

3dly^  If  the  State  Bhoald  now  gain  her  Point  in  getting  her  Pay- 
ments acknowledged  and  entered  in  the  way  she  was  aiming  at^  it 
would  not  be  in  the.  Power  of  Congress  hereafter  to  control  the 
adjnstment  of  the  Payments  under  the  Requisition  of  1784  as  they 
ooght  to  be  adjusted — That  the  payment  in  Facilities  was  a  desire* 
able  object  to  the  State,^  and  if  Congress  were  firm  on  this  Oocaaion, 
the  State  would  comply  with  the  Specie  Payment  in  order  to  avail 
herself  of  the  Payments  in  Facilities. 
^It  was  answered  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  the  claim  of  the  State  to  have  the  86,658  Dols.  plaood  to  the 
account  of  Facilities,  was  certainly  reasonable,  because  it  was  founded 
in  the  highest  Equity,  &  therefore  it  would  be  good  Policy  to  admk 
it.  That  to  reject  it  would  in  fact  be  an  act  of  ill  policy  as  well  as 
Injustice:  it  would  be  punishing  the  most  forward  State  in  the 
Union  in  her  Payments,  merely  for  her  forwardness,  and  rewarding 
the  more  backward  States  for  their  Delinquency. 

But  that  as  the  Decision  of  this  Point  was  expressly  waved  by 
the  proposed  Resolution,  it  was  not  necessary  now  to  go  into  the 
Argument  upon  it;  but  to  consider  the  Purport  and  Effect  of  the 
Resolution  in  Sother  Respects,  leaving  this  Point  to  be  discussed 
hereafter — and  if  this  resolution  should  be  agreed  to,  the  Discussion 
might  pobably  be  made  with  good  Temper  and  an  accommodating 
Disposition;  but  if  otherwise,  Disgust  and  Sourness  might  take 
plaoe  which  might  be  highly  injurious  to  public  measures.  That 
Pennsylvania  had  hitherto  been  among  the  foremost  of  the  States  in 
acceding  to  and  promoting  federal  Measures,  and  had  decidedly  led 
the  way  in  Contributions  of  Money :  it  was  the  ^ish  of  her  Citizens 
that  she  should  continue  to  do  so : — ^but  they  had  some  knowledge 
of  their  Rights,  and  were  not  insensible  to  Indignities.  They  felt 
the  late  order  for  suspending  the  operations  in  (be  Loan  Office  as 
iudeiicate  as  well  as  unjust.  Even  admitting  that  the  act  of  March 
last  mitfht  be  so  construed  as  to  fall  short  of  a  full  compliance  with 
the  Requisition  of  September  1785,  yet  (as  was  now  admitted  by 
the  Board  of  Treasury  themselves)  it  might  be  so  construed  as  to 
make  a  full  Provision  for  that  Requisition;  and  having  been  at  first 
no  constraed  and  acted  upon,  the  mode  taken  to  bring  the  State  into 
a  Compliance  which  they  deemed  unjust,  savoured  too  much  of 
Indelicacy  &  Disrespect  to  have  a  conciliatory  Effect,  but  might  and 
probably  would  irritate  &  offend  if  not  corrected  as  early  as  possible. 

That  it  was  evident  from  every  circumstance  that  the  L^slature 
inteDded,  by  their  Act  of  March  last,  a  full  complianoe  with  the 
Requisition  of  Sept'r  1785,  whatever  might  be  their  view  as  to 
former  Requisitiens.  It  was  also  clearly  evident  that  the  Deficiency 
charged  on  the  State  reUted  entirely  to  a  former  Requisition,  and 
oagl^  not  to  be  considered  as  at  all  affecting  the  latter;  it  was  there- 
fore by  a  disingenuous  &  illiberal  Construction  of  the  Act  of 
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Aflsembly,  that  it  was  declared  to  be  an  insuffioient  oomplianoe  with 
the  Requisition  whioh  was  its  immediate  object;  and  the  insisting 
on  that  Constraction  betrayed  a  Disposition  towards  the  State  which 
her  comparative  merit  as  a  member  of  the  llDion  was  far  from  de- 
serving. That  the  Resolution  under  Consideration  would  leave  the 
Dispute  concerning  the  86,658  Dollars  on  fair  and  Proper  Ground 
for  future  Discussion  without  injury  to  either  side  of  the  Question 
If  therefore  the  Proposition  should  be  rejected,  on  what  motive 
could  it  be  accounted  for  that  would  not  savour  more  of  that  narrow 
vindi3tive  Spirit  which  too  often  attends  the  Bickerings  of  Indi- 
viduals, than  of  that  liberality  and  candour  which  should  alwa.ys 
mark  the  Conduct  of  States. 

That  the  Board  of  Treasury  had,  by  their  Report,  manifested  a 
Desire  to  correct  the  Error  they  had  committed ;  but  having  offi- 
cially communicated  the  obnoxious  measure  to  Congress,  they  con- 
sidered an  Order  of  the  House  necessary  to  enable  them  to  proceed 
in  it.  The  matter  therefore  now  rested  with  Congress,  and  how  far 
it  would  be  proper  to  turn  into  Coolness  and  Disgust  the  federal 
ardor  of  a  State  which  had  been,  and  might  be  continued  to  be,  a 
liberally  yielding  Source  of  Supplies,  and  that  too  on  a  mere 
punctilio  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  Board  who  brought  it 
into  Viewy  must  be  submitted  to  their  wisdom  &  Prudenoe. 

Note^ — ^These  arguments  were  not  delivered  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  here  arranged,  but  were  brought  forth  in  a  course  of 
Answers,  Replies,  Rejoinders,  &c.,  and  arc  now  stated  from  memory 
in  such  order  as  to  convey  the  Intention,  of  the  Speakers  with 
tolerable  Precision. 

By  Mr.  Smith's  Return  there  appears  to  be,  of  the  y^j  ths  of  the 
new  Emissions,  at  the  Disposal  of  tl^e  United  States,  viz^, 

At  Liberty  by  the  Rec^  of  old  Emissions  from  the  ) 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  of  Aug*  1786  j  57,607  49 

Will  be  at  Liberty  when  the  States  shall  have  paid  ) 
in  the  Balance  of  old  Emissions  j  28,839  51 

86,447 
Of  which  there  remains  due  to  the  State  on  aec^  of  ) 
the  390,000  Dollars  exchanged  for  the  State  Emissions  j  78,642 


^Balance  remaining  at  the  Disposal  of  the  U.  S.  7,805 

It  is  proposed  that  this  7,805  Dollars  shall  be  immediately  at  the 
Disposal  of  the  United  States,  on  Condition  that  they  neither  claim 
nor  issne  any  part  of  the  above  mentioned  78,642  Dollars. 

And  as  the  said  sum  of  78,642  Dollars  has  been  paid  over  to  the 
State  in  Bills  of  the  State  of  1781— that  the  said  Bills  of  1781  be 
repaid  to  the  U.  States,  or  debited  to  the  State  of  Penns*  in  the 
general  account  at  the  f  option  of  the  U.  States,  they  paying  to  the 
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8lifte«r  PeRii8»  die  like  Som  of  78,64&  DeHan  ia  tte  new  Bmltttai 
money  of  1780. 
ITotes  Added  since. 

*  Note. — ^This  Balanoe  is  supposed  to  arise  from  sonie  of  the 
mmiits  not  being  fully  paid  which  were  estimated  in  the  208,000 
Dollars  supposed  to  be  appropriated  before  the  negotiatioii  of  the 
390,000  Dola. 

f  This  option  was  {Proposed  in  order  to  soften  Feelings,  and  was 
80  understood  at  the  lime — But  it  was  nevertheless  expected,  and 
so  understood  also,  that  the  opdon  would  be  decided  according  to 
tbe  Desire  of  the  State. 


Wm.  Hookeb  Smith  to  V.  P.  Biddlb,  1786. 

Wiomittg,  Aug.  lOtfi,  1786. 
Kr, 

We  hear  that  Oapt'n  Behoots  is  this  day  set  out  for  Philaida.,  wu 
Sspeet  in  order  to  ask  for  Protection  fcvr  Oom'l  John  Frankling  and 
Major  John  Jinkins,  in  order  to  attend  the  Assembly  as  Agents; 
we  are  at  this  time  in  Great  OonfiiMon,  the  Conduct  of  Gaptii 
BhoolB  is  amasing  to  us,  he  appears  of  Late  to  be  on  the  side  of 
AlKn,  Franklin,  Jinking,  ft  assoctates,  he  has  Inlisted  himself  im 
Phyprietofrs,  wrights  Pritty  Largly  ft  is  Padling  about  with  Franklin 
ft  Jinkins  in  the  Land  Jobing  way  j  under  the  Susquehanna  Pro* 
prieCorSy  on  Satteiday  the  flftc^th  of  July^  I  sot  out  from  Wioming, 
en  a  journey  to  Jersey,  I  spoke  with  Franklin  in  the  morning  as  I 
•oi  out»  who  informed  me  &at  he  had  wrote  a  number  of  advertise- 
ments, to  call  the  people  together  Some  Day  on  the  last  of  the 
month,  I  told  him  that  I  should  be  back  in  eight  days }  I  Bzpeoted 
as  soon  as  I  was  absent  Frankling  altered  the  adyertisments,  called  on 
the  people  to  meet  on  this  Day,  the  20th,  whilst  I  was  absent,  the 
woming  was  two  short  for  the  people  in  this  long  Settlement,  to 
hare  general  notice,  only  a  few,  I  am  informed  met,  they  were  caUed 
upon  to  attend  to  bisness,  Fhmkliog  Bead  to  the  people,  what  fbe 
there  was,  the  yotes  of  the  Susquehanna  Oompany,  who  met  of  late^ 
andderired  that  the  people  would  adopt  them  by  passing  them  into 
Totes  hear,  on  this  the  settlers  withdrew  all  to  a  yery  frie,  FranUing 
ft  Jinkins  Pushed  on  the  bisness.  I  am  Gredebally  informed  that 
there  was  not  more  than  25,  which  voted  ft  moi^of  them  straglers. 
Jinkins  fjBLve  out  such  threatening  words,  that  ncr  man  present  dare 
apoae,  Jinkins  declared  that  if  any  man  in  ih^  settlement  did  op- 

Kthe  domgs  of  that  meeting  he  would  distroy  him.    John  Jin- 
swore  in  the  most  soUemn  manner,  that  in  case  the  people 
ihonld  constitute  or  q>pcint  any  other  agent  than  what  should  be 
chosen  by  that  meeting ;  that  day  he  would  send  them  to  the  BtemaU 
Shades  of  Darkness,  and  that  he  knew  he  oould  rase  a  pkrty  to 
Vol.  XI.— 3 
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WriM  hitny&  tbli  he  wottU  Di^lroy  Both  men,  woman  asd  oUljmi) 
he  would  not  spare  the  lives  of  any  one,  Little  or  Great,  a»d  hff 
would  take  their  effects  to  himself.  Refer  to  the  inoloaed,  which  wis 
handed  to  me ;  They  chose  at  that  meeting  Fraokling  and  Jinking 
for  agents ;  ^hey  have  the  sword  in  their  hands,  mnkling  is  a 
Colonel,  and  Jinkins  Major ;  the  settlers  cannot  make  any  Defence, 
they  have  been  deprived  of  their  armes,  the  half  share  men  are  well 
armed,  thirty  of  them  can  destroy  the  whole  settlement.  Th^ 
former  part  of  this  Letter  I  wrote  at  Wioming ;  I  am  on  the  track 
of  Capt'n  Schoot,  &  this  day  at  Hellers  at  wind  Gap ;  when  I  began 
this  letter  I  expected  to  have  sent  it  by  a  yonng  mann  my  Neigh* 
bourhood;  if  these  men  should  get  protection  from  Council,  it 
will  disharten  the  settlers,  they  are  not  chosen  by  the  settlers,  if 
they  come  under  your  Protection  it  will  be  their  designe  to  affront 
you,  &  bring  on  k  finpture.  The  Susquehanna  Company  h^ye  voted  to 
give  the  west  branch  people  their  lands,  by  this  they  expect  one 
thousand  men  from  thence  to  asast  one  Hue  Forgeman  has  been 
of  late  at  Wioming,  who  lives  now  at  Dellaware,  he  has  fbrmeilj 
iMen  a  justice  at  Wioming  under  Oonneetient,  he  saith  that  when 
I^r  Franklin  calls  he  can  have  from  that  Neighborhood  five  or  six 
bundi^  men,  Franklin  and  associates  brag  that  they  can  have  from 
west  Branch  1000,  from  Delaware  500,  from  Varmonnt  1000>  «uoli 
Beports  intimidate  the  people.  Notwithstanding  there  is  yet  virtue 
ia  most  of  the  settlers.  I  havej  oopyed  Hamiitons  Letters  and 
iipread  them  in  the  settlement,  which  is  not  only  economising  but 
Stimulates,  when  I  left,  the  people  were  all  in  a  Tumult.  I  hav« 
Drawn  a  Petition  to  offer«to  the  Assembly,  which  was  signing  biiskly 
when  I  left.  The  settlers  in  general  fix  on  me  as  their  agent.  I 
Expect  to  Receive  from  them  in  a  few  Days,  the  Petition  and  a 
Power  of  agency,  and  Instructions  to  the  Assembly.  Franklin  haa 
had  of  Late  a  Bequest  of  Powder  j  we  had  three  Cannon  at  Wiom* 
ing,  which  b  Either  secreted,  or  sent  to  Tioga,    ^he  principal 

J^ats  against  Government  are,  John  Franklin,  John  JinkinSi 
ames  Fin,  Christopher  Holbert ;  they  have  voted  against  taking 
the  Laws;  they  have  pursuaded  the  people  against  Govemmenk 
You  will  observe  the  inclosed  Letters.  I  fear  my  fiunily  will  ba 
Destroyed ;  I  Dare  not  go  to  Wioming  at  present ;  people  can  be 
had  plenty  against  the  al^ve  persons.  If  they  could  be  brought  to 
joatice,  or  removed,  the  people  would  soon  be  quiet  If  yeur 
Honors  should  want  any  Inteligenoe  from  me,  before  I  come  to  th^ 
Assembly,  I  may  be  found  either  at  HellerS|  at  wind  Gapi  or  al 
Coknal  Streuds. 

Dear  Sir,  I  axft, 

your  Honors  most 

obdt.  HUe.  Servant, 
HeUeia,  Aug.  11^  178&  WM.  HOOKBB  SMITH. 

;  Vice  Pieaident  .     .  P.&*— Turn  Dver* 
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P.a^If  t)ieWi(«liingDi4fcurfaift€eidi«^  to  ui  open  itfh 

tare»  if  troops  should  bo  seat  to  onforoe  the  IiiwS)  Ddol'x  StaUth  begs 
that  the  frieiidt  W  CknremmeDt  nu^  not  suffar  wM  Ae  diflobadMn^ 
I  ahoold  wish  to  go  with  tbom^  or  at  le«it  be  permitted  to  gite  la  a 
list  of  Names  of  snob  as  are  friends^  &  beg  for  Proteetion,  a«  to  my 
own  part^  I  an  Devoted  &  at  your  honom  Serviee,  I  wifih  for  Bega^ 
laritVi  order  &  an  Introdaetiou  of  the  Lawa. 

W.  H.  SMITH. 


Abeaham  Wsbtbbook^  &;o.,  to  Y.  P.  Bibplx,  1786* 

Ho&r'dBir, 

This  oemes  by  Doctor  Smith,  who  is  obliged  to  fly.  FraDklin  A 
hia  party  have  kaowledgo  of  bis  informing  Qovemment  of  Hamil- 
ton's Letfcersi  Franklin  &  Jinkins  have  giren  ont  most  shocking 
threstemngs^  as  to  the  meeting  which  Franklin  warned  of  Jjate^  and 
Proceedings,  and  as  to  eveiy  particular  transacted  hear,  refer  to  the 
Doctor;  we  feel  oarseWes  sensably  bound  by  oar  oath  of  fidelity  to 
the  States,  and  in  Conscience  as  Honest  men,  to  Declare  against  the 
Proceedings  of  Franklin  &  Jinkins,  and  as  we  Expect  soon  to  come 
to  jaa  open  Rapture ;  the  Doctor  has  Drawn  a  Petitiw  which  is 
now  signing,  &  the  Letters  from  Hamilton  are  Public,  we  ace  detet^ 
mined  to  aiot  on  the  Honest  side^  if  the  oposite  party  should  provo 
to  hard  fox  ns,  we  hope  we  shall  Receive  assistance  from  Gh>Tem« 
ment 

Honored  Sir,  we  are 

DcTOtod  &  your  Honors 
obdtb  Humble  Servants, 

ABRAHAM  WESTBROOK, 
SAMUEL  HOUER. 
hdonedf 

Papers  transmitted  by  Wm.  Montgomery,  Esq.,  &e.,  relatiog  to 
ihe  Wyoming  bnsiness,  &o.,  to  be  laid  before  a  Oominittee  of  the 
Hoose,  te  prirale  inspeetiMi. 
Directed, 

To  GhacUs  Biddle,  Bsq'r,  Yice  President  of  the  Supreme  Ez- 
eentiTe  ConnoB,  in  his  absence  to  the  President 


A  IIBBTING  BBSPBCMNG  WrOMINa,  1786. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  A1>ol  QerantoU;  July  the  20th, 
1786,  Jeames  Fien,  Moderator.  ^ 

In  the  first  plase  Franklin  read  the  Doings  of  the  Meeting  Latly 
held  at  Hartford  by  the  Susquehannah  Company,  at  which  s'  Com- 
ptay  TOied  that  all  that  was  sotled  on  the  West  Branch  under  Pen- 
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jrlrsiitt  Bhou'd  hold  iMt  LaaAi,  and  ibat  idl  that  mtua^n  ifae  fiaat 
Qoh  shtmld  hold  theOoantry  for  die  s*  Gompanyi  and  b*  Gompatiy 
would  soporb  8*  seders  to  hold  a*  Laoda  Ibr  die  Ooaoeolioat  OlaimaiitBy 
and  thoae  on,  ahoald  reproBeni  the  whole.  FranidiB  and  Beach 
dten  Did  Solemnly  Deolair  that  Congris  had  not  setliod  nothing  in 
scgard  to  the  wnte  of  SoQ  as  aome  had  reported.  But  qnitc  the 
reyeroe  for  Connitiecnt  was  Determined  to  haye  another  tiyal,  for 
Jiuiidiodon,  Porhaps  that  would  not  Com  on  soon  as  Pensjlyania 
would  allow  the  Peopel  the  Whole. pnrchaiB  and  the  Laws  of  8* 
State  it  wonld  be  Best  to  accept  for  the  present. 

Obedifth  Goto,  had  a  nnmber  of  yotes  done  ready  fmr  the  peopel 
to  yote  to  in  s'  meeting  which  was  that  the  peopel  had  good  write 
to  their  Lands  and  that  the  Connideoat  Porchis  was  good^  and  authen- 
dck  and  the  setders  bear  shonld  hold  the  whole  of  the  Indian  Pnrohis 
for  the  Gonnitieoirt  Glameants,  and  Franklin  said  that  if  any  Man 
ahoald  fall  of  from  that  and  take  diis  Land,  his,  under  the  Stait  of 
Pvnsjlyenia  he  should  look  upon  to  Be  a  Perjired  Person  and  guilty 
of  Peijnry,  in  the  highest  Sort,  the  agents  that  should  be  chosen  at 
a*  meeting  should  haye  dior  instmcdon  not  to  take  up  with  nothing 
Short  of  the  whole  Pnrohis,  this  was  yoted  in  the  meeting,  By  about 
20  or  80  and  them  Mostly  half  Shear  men,  and  porhaps  but  ftie  of 
them  that  haye  oyer  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity,  s*  Gore,  Franklin  and 
Beach  told  the  meeting  that  in  case  they  gaye  up  their  Indian  Deedi 
they  would  Bq  all  turned  of  amediately,  and  that  if  Pynsylyenia 
had  granted  a  Oounty  Last  Session,  No  Doubt,  Bui  they  Would 
grant  the  whole  the  Next. 

John  Jinkins  then  swore  in  the  Most  Sacred  Manner  that  in  case 
that  the  Peopel  should  Gonsdtute  or  appoint  any  other  agent.  But 
what  should  Be  chosen  by  that  meadng  that  Day,  he  wcmld  Send 
them  to  the  Btemal  Shades  of  Darkeness  and  that  he  knew  he  oould 
raise  a  party  to  asast  him  at  any  time  he  wanted,  and  that  he  would 
Destroy  Both  man,  woman  and  children,  of  all  such  persons  he  would 
not  spair  the  Life  of  one  either  Small,  or  Great,  and  would  take  their 
effects  to  himselfe. 

Agents  Ghosen  at  s*  Meeting  to  represent  tUs  Settlement  nt  the 
August  Session. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JINKINS, 
GILES  SLOKEM,  Director.* 
The  aboye  writer  was  afrade  to  put  his  name,  but  what  he  has 
asserted  can  be  proved  by  a  number  present 

*  The  foregoing  paper  is  so  badly  written  that  it  is  diflicolt  to  dw^pher  it. 
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Basbk  dk  Mabbois  to  Pass.  F&ASELiVy  1786» 

Traiwlfttifln. 

FluIad%Aiig'10,1786. 
Stff 

For  more  tbsa  a  year  past  the  Freneh  Merdbaaie  of  thia  OityhaTa 
nipplfd  to  me^  to  know  if  thej  were  obliged  to  appear  under  Arma 
wUh  the  Militia;  and  they  have  at  different  times  reqaeated  ma  to 
make  snch  Bepreaentations  on  the  Sabjeot  aa  I  ahoold  ja<ke  propoTi 
as  well  to  the  Predeoessor  of  yoor  Ezoell'  as  to  yoonett  I  have 
always  answered  them,  that  aa  I  did  not  aee  any  Attempt  made  to 
foroe  them  to  this  kind  of  Servioei  I  slioald  think  it  indiscreet  to 
trovUe  the  ExeentiTe  Branch  of  Ooyemment  with  Reclamations 
that  did  not  seem  to  have  any  Foundation.  But  it  now  appears  that 
the  Captains  of  the  Militia  are  become  more  riflorons  than  heretofore^ 
and  some  among  them  require  the  French  Merchants  not  only  to 
appear  at  the  present  Reviews^  but  to  pay  Fines  for  their  former 
Anaences. 

As  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  France  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  leaves  scarce  any  doubt  respecting  the  perfect  Becipromty 
with  which  the  Subjects  of  the  two  Nations  ought  to  be  treated^  and 
that  never  any  American  Merchant  has  been  molested  in  IVance  on 
Aooount  of  the  Militia,  I  dare  hope  that  your  Ezcelk  would  be 
^Msed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Representations  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  make  in  behalf  of  the  French  MerchantS|  and  to  take 
such  Measures  as  you  may  judge  proper  for  preventing  their  beiag 
hereafter  troubled  on  that  Subject. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  Respect, 

Your  ExceUenoy's  most  humble, 
&  most  obed't  Servant 

BARBS  BE  MARfiOIS, 


Pboposals  Rsspionm  Dohation  Land  Lorsbt,  1780. 

To  His  Excellency  the  {nresident  and  the  honorable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council. 

The  8ub0criber  begs  Ieav«  to  propose  to  the  honorable  Council, 
that  if  they  find  occasion  to  employ  a  person  to  prepare  (under  their 
direotion)  the  Lottery  for  distribution  of  the  donation  lands,  to 
make  out  the  patents,  keep  regiBters  of  the  appHcants  &c.,  he  would 
for  a  moderate  compensation  undertake  the  Dusriness,  lAiouU  such 
service  be  found  necessary  A  this  proposal  be  approved  the  com- 
mands of  the  honorable  Board  or  a  committee  thereof  will  be  faith- 
fally  executed  by,        Their  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

Philadelphia,  August  21,  1786.  ORIFFETH  EVANS. 
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Sbc'y  op  Congbbss  to  Prbs.  Feanklin,  1786. 
Circular. 

Office  cf  Secretary  of  Congress,  August  23',  1786. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
.enclosed  two  copies  of  the  continuation  of  the  Journal  of  Congress 
from  the  1*  June  to  8**  of  the  present  month,  one  for  the  Ezeoutivci 
the  other  for  the  LegislatiTe  branch  of  Government. 
Ynth  tiie  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  &  most  humble  sery*. 
CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directedf 
To  His  Excellency  The  Preaident  of  Pennsylvania. 


Bebolution  of  Conobbss. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

August  23d,  1786. 

On  the  report  of  a  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of 
the  Board  of  Treasury  relative  to  the  issue  of  Indents  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Besolved,  That  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  27th  and  28th  of 
April,  1784,  do  not  authorise  any  state  to  p^  certificates  or  discounts 
of  Interest,  on  the  domestic  debt,  to  an  amount  exceeding  one- 
guarter  part  of  the  sums  or  balances  then  due  from  the  several 
dtaioB  to  ooniplete  a  moiety  of  the  requisition  of  the  30th  October, 
1781,  for  eight  million  of  dollars. 

Besolved,  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be,  and  hereby  are  autho- 
rised-and  direeted  to .  give  orders  iar  the  coo^uation  of  the  iaem  of 
Indents  of  Interest  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  agreeably  to  the 
^eqnisition  of  the  27th  September  last;  provided  that  siiudh  ews- 
sion  of  Indents  be  not  considered  as  warranting  that  constraotioQ 
of  the  Beqoisitioa  of  the  27th  &  2^8th  of  April,  1784,  which  the 
State  has  thought  proper  to  make,  and  by  whioh  constructioa 
86,658  dollars  m  specie  due  to  the  United  States  upon  that  lequisi* 
tion  has  not  been  provided  for  in  the  Legislative  Act  of  the  said 


State  of  the  8th  Maroh  last. 


CHAS.  THOMSON;  Seoy. 
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Sbcbkta&y  of  CoNCHiBSfl  TO  Pkbs.  Frankun,  1786. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  CoQgrefi»| 

Augoat  25th,  1786* 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honot  of  forwarding  to  your  Bzcellency  herewith 
enolosed  an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  directing 
the  board  of  treasury  to  give  orders  for  a  continuation  of  the  issue 
of  IndentB  for  Interest  in  the  State  of  Peanaylfania  agreeably  to  the 
requisition  of  the  27th  Sept.  last, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Bzoellency  most  obedient^ 

&  most  humble  Servi 

CHA.  THOMSON.     . 
Dirteied, 

His  fizcellency  Bog.  Franklin,  Pieaident  of  the  Conunoawe^lth 
of  PennsylTaaia. 


A  Statb  of  thb  Bepbbsbntatioh  in  OoiraRBSS,  1786. 

A  State  of  the  Representation  in  Congress,  for  the  Month  oC 
Angoat  1786,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  17th  August,  1785. 

Members  in  Town, 
New-Hampshire,  New-Jersey 

Mr.  Liyermore,  Mr.  Cadwallader, 

Mr.  Long;  Mr.  Symmcs, 


Maasaohuseita, 


Mr.  Homblower, 

Mr.  Oorham,  Pennsylvania, 

w'F?&.,  Mr.  Pettit, 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Bayard, 

Ehode-Mand,  Mr.  St  Clair, 

Mr.  Manning,  Delaware, 
Mr.  Miller, 


Conneotieat, 
Mr.  Johnson,  _ ,     „ 

Mr.  etofges,  Mr.  H«uy 


Maryland, 


Mr.  Hindman, 
Now-York,  Mr.  Harrison, 

Mr.  Hariag,  Mr*  Bamaay, 

Mr.  Laurence, 
Mr.  Smith, 
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YirgaoM,  Soath-Oarolina| 

Mr.  Grayson,  Mr.  Bull, 

Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  Pickney, 

Mr.  Garrington,  Mr.  Hnser, 

Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Parker, 

Nerth-Garolina,  Georgia, 

Mr.  Bloodworfchy  Mr.  Houstonni 

Mr.  White,  Mr.  Few, 

The  States  represented  were  all  present  ezeept  Delaware  throngh-^ 
out  the  month. 


CoMMissiOKjiaB  OX  West  Boundaet  to  Council,  1786. 

Western  boundary  of  Pennsylva.  Sept  8d,  1786.  ^ 
Gentlemen, 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  Connoils  That  the  Line  of  the  Western 
l^onndory  of  tiie  State  is  extended  from  the  Sonth  West  Corner  One 
hundred  &  forty  Three  Miles,  and  hope  to  oompleat  it  by  tne  first 
of  next  Month. 

We  are  now  on  Waters  mnning  Northward,  bnt  have  no  infor- 
mation of  the  distanoe  to  the  Lako. 

The  Indians  appear  friendly  and  have  expressed  no  dissatisfaction 
to  our  ranning  the  Line* 

We  are  with  Respect,  Gentlemen, 

yonrobedt.  Servt. 
ANDREW  PORTER, 
ALEXANDER  MoCLEAN. 


John  Franklin  &  John  Jenkins  to  Pub.  Fkanklin, 

1786. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  4th,  1786. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  and  the  Honble 
Council  that  your  letter  of  the  21st  of  August  last,*  under  the  hand 
of  your  Exodlency  and  Seal  of  the  State,  granting  Protection  to 
the  agents  for  the  settlers  of  Wyoming — we  reoeLved-^-parsuant 
thereto,  we  arrived  at  this  Oity  last  evenbg  for  the  purpose  of  fie^ 
presenting  the  said  settlers  in  Council  and  Assembly  according  to 
our  appointment  and  agency* 

We  shall  feel  ourselves  happy  to  have  a  hearing  in  answer  to  any 
Crimes  allcdged  against  the  people  we  have  the  honour  to  Bepreeenti  & 

*  See  page,  14. 
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to  I9  nA  «Mh  MbM  the  OAlfe  Goimoil  or  Afltottbiy  «  ftli^ 
be  ^neaUe  to  Uie  ImtnietkiiwGiiwi  w,  by  on  OomtitneDtBi  a«d 
ynduotivis  of  the  general  good  of  the  wbole ;  at  euoh  tfanee  as  aa 
lity  shall  oAr,  •onsistoiit  irith  Deoeieji  nde  aad  good 


We  are  may  it  please  yovr 

Bsoelleiioy  yoar  most 

obdt  &  hble.  Servants 

JOHN  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JENKINS. 

His  Exeeflenofi  BeDJamin  Fhtnklin;  Prerident  in  Cofmdli  Phih- 
ddphia. 


F.  HOPKIH0OV  TO  SUPBBMX  ExaCUTIYl  CoVNOIIiy  1T86* 

To  Hk  SzoeUei^j  the  President  4  HoaovaUe  Ihe  fiapraM 
Sxeenti?e  OoudL 

Ge&tlenien« 

James  Kennard,  one  of  the  Delaware  Pilots  has  pat  into  m j  nos« 
session^  as  Jodge  of  the  Admiraltjj^a  small  Sloop  &  a  Negroe  Boy^ 
belonsjingi  as  it  is  saidi  to  David  Kiuf  &  William  MoDowall  of  th^ 
Uand  'of  Aatigoa,  &  from  them  piratically  taken  by  the  mate  & 
brought  into  I^laware  Bay,  where  the  mate,  after  taking  ont  the 
Oaptain's  Cfiest  &  plundering  the  Gabbin,  left  her  with  only  this 
Negroe  Boy  on  Board.  Ton  will  find  tba  Cironmstanoes  of  this 
Case  more  partionlarly  set  forth  in  the  enoloeed  copies  of  the  ezami« 
nations  I  have  taken  of  the  Pilot  &  Boy. 

By  the  Benster  of  this  Yessel  it  appears  that  the  mate's  name  is 
Jama  Bum^  by  the  Pilot's  aooonnt  no  mnst  probaUy  have  landed 
with  his  Plunder  io  a  Negroe  Lad,  whom  he  took  with  him  in  or 
near  Mnsmillion  Creek  in  the  State  of  Dehware. 

I  thowht  proper  to  pvo  your  Honours  this  Intelligence  thftt  yon 
miditi  ifyou  thmk  proper,  transmit  the  same  to  the  Govemonr  of 
Dehware  StatOi  in  order  that  measures  may  be  spjMdily  taken  fog; 
apprehending  the  wrong-doer  and  bringing  him  to  Jnstioe. 
I  have  the  Honoor  to  be  OentlesMni  yoor  most 

Obedient  ft  very  hnnUe  servanti 

FRAS.  HOPEINSON. 
pykda.,  Sepr.  4ih,  1786. 

Bnminatum  of  the  Neno  Boy  Jem  found  on  Boerd  the  Sloop 

Bumper  in  Delaware  &yj  who  says. 

That  he  belongs  to  David  Eang  of  Antiguai  who  put  him  on 
Board  the  Sloop  Bumper  belonging  to  his  Master  &  William 

3* 
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MdDoHel,  kb  Hted  OMt.  That  Captain  filaiMm  wm  dylaHi  al 
Ibia  Sloop*  Tbafc  about  three  weeka  ago  thej  sailed  froai  AntigM 
wkh  Paaaangen  to  St.  Groox,  that  from  St.  Grotj:  thej  west  dov» 
to  St.  £aatataai  vh^re  the  Captain  went  on  Shore  to  aee  if  he  eonld 
pet  any  Passengers  back  to  Antigua,  &  took  two  negroe  boja  vida 
him.  That  the  Captain  went  on  ahore  about  12  o'alock  at  noon,  & 
as  soon  as  it  was  dark,  the  mate  oame  away  with  the  vessel,  &  left 
the  Captain  &  two  Boys  at  'Stada.  That  after  two  Days  sail  they 
were  to  another  place,  he  knows  not  where.  That  there  a  negroe 
Boy  came  on  Board  in  a  small  Boat.  That  the  mate  hoisted  the 
Boat  in,  &  kept  the  Boy  on  Board,  after  which  he  made  Sail,  &  in 
Ten  Pays  made  the  Land  of  Virginia.  That  a  Virginia  Pilot  Boat 
hailed  him  and  asked  him  where  he  was  bound,  &  the  mate  answered 
to  New  Providence.  That  next  morning  they  were  oflf  Delaware 
Bay  &  a  Pilot  Boat  from  Delaware  spoke  them,  &  the  said  mate 
told  them  he  was  bound  for  Now  York.  That  about  nine  o'oloek 
that  night,  vis.,  the  28th  of  August,  they  oast  anchor  near  the 
shon.  That  the  mate  was  dedroua  of  going  on  shore  immediatelyi 
&  hoisted  out  the  small  Boat  for  the  Purpose,  but  the  wind  blew 
too  hard,  &  so  he  was  obliged  to  wait  till  morning.  That  about 
Day  bren^  he  oame  to  him,  this  Ezaminent,  &  waked  him,  ordering 
him  to  go  on  shore  with  him,  but  the  Ezaminent  not  choosing  to  ffo 
with  him,  went  down  into  the  Hold  and  hid  himself.  That  the 
mate  called  after  him  several  times,  but  he  not  answering,  the  mate 
with  the  other  negro  Boy  went  on  shore,  taking  with  them  the 
Captain's  Chest,  containing  his  Cloathes  and  Money.  That  they 
also  stripped  the  Cabbin  of  its  Furniture,  such  as  Knives  &  Forksj 
Glasses,  Cups,  Curtains  &  other  things.  That  after  they  were  gone 
be  came  from  his  hiding  Place  &  looked  out  for  some  Boat,  &  seeing 
a  Pilot  Boat  at  a  distance  he  hoisted  the  Jack  on  the  shrouds  as  a 
bignal,  whereupon  a  Pilot  came  on  Board  &  brought  him  up  to 
rhiladelphia. 

Being  examined  respecting  the  mate,  he  says,  that  he  was  called 
James,  but  does  not  know  his  other  name.  That  he  came  on  board 
with  the  Captain  at  Antigua,  they  having  both  been  employed  on 
Board  a  schooner  belonging  to  the  same  OwnerS|  which  they  left  to 
eome  on  Board  this  Sloop. 

That  James,  the  mate,  is  a  stout  man,  not  very  tall,  &  wore  his 
own  Hair  strait  ft  abort  behind.  When  be  went  on  shore  he  had  a 
check  Shirt  &  Canvas  Trowsers— *did  not  wear  Shoes  or  Stockings. 

Bsamined  &  taken  this  8d  of  Septr.,  1786,  Before 

PRAJ8.  HOPKINSON. 
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Be  it  remem1)ered  tlat  on  the  Third  Da^  of  SeptemW,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lordj  1786,  Before  me,  Francis  Hopkinson,  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  for  the  Commonweath  of  Pennsjivania,  per- 
Bonallj  appeared  Jeremiah  Eennar,  Pilot,  &  being  duly  sworn^ 
did  depose  and  say : 

That  oa  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  Aog^  laaft  being  near  Lewis  Towni 

in  Delaware  Bay,  ke  saw  a  Sloop  lying  at  anohor  at  the  Back  of  thf 

8heu8,  (a  sbole  in  the  Bay  of  Delaware,)— the  sloop  having  a  J«ck 

at  her  ahrouda  as  4  sigoal.    That  Biohard  Howard,  a  Hlot^  raa 

along  side  the  Sloop  &  pat  the  deponent  on  Board,  k  left  him  tnere* 

That  the  Deponent  fonnd  no  Persona  on  Board  the  Sloop  bnt  % 

B^iTOo  Boy,  who  told  him  that  the  mate  had  plandured  the  sloop  it 

gone  off  in  the  Boat,  leaving  him  alone  on  Board.    That  the  negroa 

^y  farther  told  this  Deponent  that  the  Sloop  belonged  to  Davia 

King  &  Willm.  HeDowell,  of  Antigua.    That  one  Oeorae  Simpson 

was  Captain,  &  sailed  from  Antigua  to  St.  Croix  in  July  last  with 

mmengen.    That  after  the  passengers  Were  landed,  she  went  up  to 

oL  KiMtstiHj  &  whilst  the  Captain  was  on  shore  there  with  two*  of 

the  negroes,  the  mate  eame  off  with  the  61o<^  with  this  Boy  (Jem; 

on  Bourd.    That  he  sailed  &  eame  to  an  Island  where  a  negroe  Boy 

in  a  Boat  came  on  Board.     That  the  said  mate  then  seized  the  Boat 

&  Boy  &  came  off  with  them,  after  which  he  arrived  in  Delaware 

Bay  at  9  o'clock  at  Night,  &  about  Day  break  he  took  the  negroe 

Boy  together  with  the  plunder  he  had  taken  from  the  sloop  into  the 

Boat,  &  went  off 'towards  the  shore  of  the  Delaware  State.    That 

this  Deponent  piloted  the  said  Sloop  up  to  Philadelphia,  where  she 

now  lies.     That  he  found  two  Pocket  Books  on  Board  containing  a 

number  of  papers  &  letters,  which  he  delivered  to  Captain  Falconer,* 

&  that  there  are  still  more  books  and  papers  on  Board. 

And  further  this  Deponent  saith  not. 

Sworn  tOj  the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  Before 

FBAS,  HOPKINSON. 


David  Lenox  to  V.  P.  Cha'b  Biddlb,  178d. 

PhUada.,  5th  Sept.,  1786. 
Sir, 

A*  duty  which  I  owe  myself  obliges  me  again  to  trouble  you,  re- 
specting^ an  affair  which  I  once  had  the  honor  of  mentioning  to 
you.  On  a  settlement  lately  with  the  Comptroller  General,  he  in- 
formed me  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  allow  me  depreciation  of  Pay 
after  my  Exchange,  which  was  in  April,  1778.  After  my  Ex- 
change, there  was  no  man  more  anxious  to  continue  in  the  Service 
than  myself,  and  to  shew  it,  I  served  the  whole  of  the  Campaign  of 
1778,  as  a  Volunteer  aid  to  General  Wayne,  (the  then  Commanding 
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Qfloer  of  the  Penni^lvaina  lonO  m  the  dtmitioii-of  the  anDydid 
not  tdmit  of  my  getting  the  lUnk  to  which  I  w«8  entitled;  from 
that  Gironmstanoe  alone,  I  was  ohliged  to  leave  the  aenrioei  but  qoI 
fus  an  offioer  resigned,  bnt  rather  as  a  deranged  one.  Under  those  cir* 
tomstanecs  I  think  it  a  hardship,  I  should  m  depriTsd  of  depreciation 
of  piQr,  tu^. ;  from  the  .tim^  of  mj  exchange  to  the  time  I  came 
home,  which  was  abont  the  middle  of  September  following,  of  tibia 
I  produce  General  Waynes^  Gertlfloate,  and  which  is  in  the  posses* 
sion  of  Ibe  Oomptroller  Oeneral.  Should  Council  think  proper  to 
order  me  the  settlement  to  which  I  flatter  mjself,  I  am  epUded, 
fjb  which  will  (all  ikr  short  of  my  ezpences,  while  upwards  of  ^hteen 
months  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy.)  yon  will  add  to  the  obligations  I 
have  ahready  received  from  yon,  by  writii^  me  thehr  determinatiott 
^0  Baltimore  to  which  plaee  I  set  of  in  the  morning. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  much  respect,  Sir, 

your  obedient  and 

very  humble  Servt.^         ^  _ 
Directed,  J).  LBSOX. 

The  Honorable  Charles  Biddle,  Esq. 


Secrbtabt  ot  CoNGiEUESs  TO  PfiES.  Fbakelih,  1786. 

(Circular.) 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

September  5, 1786. 
Sir. 

'  Pursuant  to  order  I  have  ihe  honor  to  transmit  to  four  Excel- 
lency herewith  enclosed,  a  State  of  the  Bepresentation  m  Congress 
for  the  month  of  August*  to  be  oommunicated  to  the  Legislature. 
With  great  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most 

obdt.  &  most  hble.  Servi. 
JKrededf  OHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


y.  P.  BID0U  TO  GovsRKOB  OF  Mabtlas^  1786. 

Li  Coundl, 

Philadelphia,  September  6, 178?. 
S]f| 

This  letter  will  be  handed,  your  Excellency  by  Siek  Keesars  one 
of  the  30  East  Indians  coneemiDg  whom  I  have  tiefoxe  bad  the  honor 

*  See  page  61. 
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flfin&iiigllieExaMtiTeaflbr^Dd.  Tbn^wtenoMiiftbsmiMetliey 
Kchred  in  this  City,  during  Ibe  whole  of  which  time  ihey  haye  been 
fed  nd  ebmtbed  at  the  eKpense  of  Aim  States  They  now  refcnrn  ta 
Maryland  nnder  a  prospect  of  getting  from  tbence  a  paaaage  to  India, 
ihoiiU  Captain  CDonnell  be  wiUing  to  take  them,  and  if  not  to 
duow  themaelyeB  npon  yonr  fiaoeUency  and  your  Leg^slatare  for 
aodipatooiuige  and  support  aa  their  oircnmstanoea  aeem  to  require. 
I  am;  l^f;  your  Bzeellenc/s 

very  Hnmble  Servanti 

OHASLBS  BIBDLB, 

Vice  Ptettdent,* 
Directed^ 
To  Hia  Exoellencyi  the  Gevemor  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 


Peon.  Biaie. 
The  Sopreme  Ezecntive  Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Penn- 
aylTania. 

To  all  to  wboQ  ihaee  preaent  waa  come.  Greet 

This  IB  hereby  to  certify  that  the  bearer  hereof  Jiek  Eeeaar  an^ 
thirty  other  peraona,  natiyea  of  China  and  India,  who  have  resided 
in  this  state  aince  lat  day  of  Nov.  laat,  haye  aa  &r  aa  our  enquiriea 
and  obaenratlona  extended,  behaved  in  a  aober  and  ordofly  maaner, 
and  are  entitled  to  the  gocd  offi^ea  of  all  well  diapoaed  Peraona. 

Oiven  in  Council  under  the  baud  of  the  Hon.  Charlea  Biddle,  Y. 
P.,  and  the  leaaer  Seal  of  the  atate  at  Phihu,  thia  6th  day  of  Sep.. 
1786. 
Dirededf 

The  Honorable  Charles  Biddle,  Esq, 


OmOEBB  Of  MiLITIil  Of  Philabblphia,  1780. 

The  QSooB  of  the  Miliai  of  the  City  and  LibertieB  of  FUkdet 
phia  preaent  thdr  moat  reapectfnl  Complimenta  to  hia  Bzcellenoy 
the  IVeaident  and  membera  oi  the  Hon^^  the  Supreme  Executive 
CounoHi  requesting  the  honor  of  thdr  preaence  at  a  review  of  the 
Light  Oompamea  and  other  Detatchmenta  of  aaid  Militia,  on  Thuraday 
the  14*  Inat  at  8  o'clock  in  the  AAemoon. 

PUM«,8ep«  12th,  1786. 


4f  Hii  BxoelleD^,  the  Prerideoi  of  the  Sspreme  Bxeeativa  CovidL 
♦  Col.  »oo.  XV.,  p.  76. 
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Davii)  Jonbs  to  Council,  1786. 

To  the  honorable,  the  Supreme  Ezecative  CoancU,  of  the  Common* 
'  wealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

Gveeiiiig. 

Tour  Honors  may  remember  that  jou  received  a  request  from' 
me  to  order  the  Sale  of  a  certain  Tract  of  Land  situated  m  Bu£faloo 
valley  in  the  County  of  Northumberland,  forfeited  as  the  Property  of 
Thomaa  Maokeness,  which  id  not  yet  sold.  Wm.  Maokeness  is  now 
present,  &  supposes  his  Property  should  not  have  been  forfeited,  as 
he  left  America  in  ^75  before  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  but 
if  it  must  be  sold,  he  wishes  it  may  be  dpne  as  soon  as  possible,  as 
there  is  a  Prospect  of  Redress  in  great  Brittain. 
Waiting  an  answere, 
I  am  your  Honor's  most  obed't  Berv't. 

DAVID  JONES.*    , 
'Sept.  12,1786. 

Directed^ 

The  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common*' 
Wealth  of  Pfennsylvaoiap 


Opxhioh  of  Attornet  Gevsral  on  Oasb  of  J.  O'Hara^ 

1786, 

.  Third  street,  Sept'r  18, 1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  considered  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  80th  Sepf  r, 
1780,  and  the  objection  arising  from  it,  viz.,  ^  That  no  officers  in  the 
^<  late  General  Hospital  except  such  as  are  enumerated  in  that  ordi- 
''  nance,  were  intended  to  be  provided  for  by  the  resolution  of  the 
<<20«>'  Feb.  1782.''  This  objection  at  first  appeared  considerable; 
but  upoti  ttli^ing  to  the  origmal  resolve,  (which  is  miarecited  in  the 
act  of  Assembly,)  the  difficulty  in  a  great  degree  disappears. 
.<  UpoB  tbe  fullest  consideration  I  could  ^le  this  su^Jeot  I  loirof 
opinion  that  the  ordinance  of  the  30^^  Sept.  cannot  be  the  rule  ot 
eonstructioB,  in  this  case,  and  that  we  musli  act  confine  ouiBelv^s  to 
the  officers  therein  mentioned. 

.  First,  because  the  resolution  of  Feb.  20,  expressly  provides  for 
those  who  resigned  after  the  10^  April,  1780,  &  eosseqaently  maj% 
include  officers  of  the  first  Establishment,  before  tiie  new  arru^ment 
took  place  in  Sept 

Secondly,  because  those  who  were  Uft  out  by  this  very  ammgement 
of  Sepf,  are  also  provided  for.  The  Aet  of  Assembly  misreoites  thia 

*  Sale,  ordered  Col.  Ueo.»  Vol.  XV.,  page  82. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


nRNnrLTAHu.  Mjuaaym  vtm         » 


fut  me  tkft  iinJufau  of  OongMi  ft  Hamky  qmIm  il»ai«wiij 
TQB  did  me  (he  honor  to  stele  to  me.  It  speaks  of  those  **  who 
iinramfi  sAperoumentTy  b j  the  smogemeDt  of  October/'  bat  tiie  atm^ 
Bel  xeooivoi  lektes  to  **  those  irtio  became  sapernuneiMy  bj  l4er 
ammgement  in  September.  All  the  Commiseanes  beeamo  snpernii* 
menory  theseb  j« 

Thiidl J.  Bj  the  same  resolve  of  Oongnss  the  Oomptroller  Oenetal 
of  the  United  StnteSy  is  authorised  to  settle  the  depresiation  of  thr 
paj  of  ''  the  Ojfficers  tn  the  late  General  hospitah"  who  resigned  or 
Deeamesapemnmeniry  as  aforesaid  &  do  not  belong  to  any  particular, 
state.''  Under  this  resolve,  I  understand,  that  persons  not  nenttoned 
in  the  ordinance  of  Sept%  have  been  settled  with  &  their  depreoiation 
allowed.  If  so,  this  being  a  continental  bnsinesSi&tbe  sums  gran^d 
ehaiveable  to  the  U.  S.  it  appears  to  me  that  the  construction  adopted 
by  their  officers,  is  a  safe  one  for  ns. 

Lastly,  As  this  is  a  mere  matter  of  depredation,  a  mere  fulfillm^t 
of  the  original  eontraot,  an  act  of  justice  ft  not  of  bounty,  I  conceive 
that  aU  ordinances  ft  acts  of  assembly  on  this  subject  ought  to  be 
coBstmed  liberally,  in  favor  of  the  claimants..  It  is  for  these  reasons, 
Sir,  that  I  cannot  think  the  ordinance  of  Sept.  militates  with  the 
OfHuion  I  gave.  I  am  sensible  however  that  a  wider  constractioa 
than  yon  were  inclined  to  give  the  act  will  let  in  the  claim  of  many 
persons;  ft  if  the  reasons  I  have  adduced  should  not  prove  perfectly 
satisfaetoryjU  should  be  sorry  that  a  matter  of  00  much  consequence 
to  the  state  'should  be  decided  by  my  opinion  alone ;  ft  would  advise 
that  those  of  the  judges  be  taken,  as  one  of  them  was  on  the  com- 
mittee which  brought  the  resolution  into  Congress,  the  subject  is 
probably  familiar  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo  with  the  greatest  rcspecti 

Sir,  Your  most  obed^,  ft  very  hum.  Serv*. 

W-  BBADFOBD,  Jan.* 


I  have  considered  the  depreciation  account  of  James  O'Hara  late 
Commissary  in  the  Qeneral  Hospital  of  the  United  States,  as  settled 
by  the  Comptroller  Gen*,  and  thereupon  beg  leave  to  report  to 
Gonncil. 

That  by  the  act  of  the  W^  April,  1782,  '<  all  officers  in  the  late 
General  Hospitals  who  were  inhabitants  of  or  belonged  to  this  State 
at  the  time  of  entering  into  Service,  ft  who  became  Supernumerary 
by  the  arrangement  of  Oct',  1780,  or  resigned  before  10  Ap',  1780| 
and  were  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,"  are  entitled  to  the 
depreciation  of  their  pay. 

As  this  act  was  passed  merely  to  carry  into,  execution  a  resolve  of 
Congress  ft  is  expressed  in  the  very  terms  of  that  resolvOj  ft  as  the 


*  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  80. 
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dsfMMiMl  «Ho«dl  it  teOo  AOMUt  t>f  th«  Uaitoa  fi^^ 
kend  thftt  we  aiiuft  iwoH  to  the  prooaedings  of  that  body,  to  iMffor 
lAni  ootetnntioii  we  ought  to  giro  to  thoao  wonh,  <^  All  Ofieen  m 
tiM  late  Genaml  HoepiteL^'  Aeootdkigly  we  find  that  iji  the  ordi* 
Bailee  fint  oatahBahiag  the  departmeix^  in  that  ngolating  their  pagr^ 
and  in  many  others  Cwnmiuariei  are  oonsidered  as  &  tenaad  Ojfimn*. 
I  am  thesefore  of  opinion  tfa«t  M'  O'Hara^  (if  oUier  eiroimistaneefl 
eoDspire)  is  within  the  meaning  of  the  Aot^  &  that  the  aoeouut  it 
piroperly  passed. 

W"  BB&DFORD.  Jnn. 

Philad*,  Sept.  10%  1786. 
Directed^ 

Honble  Charles  Biddle^  Esq.,  Ylee  President^  &o. 


COMMI9SIONSB  TO  COHMBBOIAL    OoNVSNTION  TO  FbBS.     . 

Franklin,  1786* 

To  the  honorable  the  Supreme  BxecatiTe  Council  of  tbeComrnon* 
Tpealth  <^  Pennsylvania* 

The 'undersigned  oommissioner  appointed  by  your  honorable 
board  to  attendi  with  his  eoUea^^aes,  at  a  meeting  with  cemmissionera 
from  tJie  other  states  in  the  union  lieid  in  the  city  of  Anni^Mlis  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  begs  leave  to  report  that  such  meeting  did  accordingly  take 
place  the  proceeding  whereof  are  herein  enclosed. 

Tour  oommissioner  also  begs  leave  to  report  that  no  oommissionera 
having  beoi  appointed  by  the  State  of  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of 
conferring  with  those  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  concerning  the 
commerouu  regulations  of  the  three  states,  and  it  being  impossible 
to  have  a  conference  with  the  Maryland  commissioners  at  that  time^ 
two  communications  were  made  in  writing  eopies  whereof  are  also 
enclosed. 

It  will  be  proper  fiurther  to  inform  your  honorable  board  that  a 
meeting  with  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  Tlrginia  and 
with  your  commissioners  upon  the  latter  business  is  earnestly  desired 
by  tiie  commissioneni  of  Maryland  and  as  the  immediate  interest  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  well  being  of  the  United  States  may  be  pro- 
moted by  a  liberal  k  judicious  arrangement  at  such  a  meeting  it  is 
miioh  to  be  wished  that  it  may  take  place. 

Your  commissioner  conceives  it  necessaiy  for  the  satisfiiction  of 
your  honorable  board,  as  well  as  for  his  own  justifioation  to  state  the 
particular  circumstances  under  which  he  found  himself  in  the  eze* 
cution  of  each  of  the  duties  assigned  to  him.  Difficulties  probably 
not  to  be  obviated,  prevented  the  oommisnoners  of  tfie  eastern 
states  from  arriving  at  Philadelphia  in  their  wav  to  Annapolis  so 
early  as  they  wished^  and  all  your  cemmiesiooer  s  colleagues  being 
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[  m  vaUio  bwmaflBy  ibex  jiM^  MBm 
mmlbithfiuly  diseharffe  their  ▼arioiu  daties  to  the  State  by  oosBh 
taomg  m  PhUadelphia^till  mnoM  of  the  eaateva  ooBnoiaeioiiera  ebeiild 
appear.  la  the  meantime  the  publio  &  pri?a)te  engagemeiitB  of 
sevwal  of  tihe  oommissioneiB  aasembled  at  AimapoIiB  were  siieh  thai 
hbeeame  impossible  for  them  to  remaia  beyond  the  period  when 
tbe  adjosmmeDt  took  plaoe.  Under  these  oinmrnstanees  your  oom- 
miaioner  trosts  that  the  steps  whioh  ho  yentured  to  tike  in  tho 
absenee  of  his  ooHeagnes  will  not  meet  the  disapprobation  of  Gover* 
men^  but  that  they  will  be  ascribed  to  his  anzions  desire  to  preTenI 
two  commissions  so  important  to  the  state  &  to  the  nation  at  largo 
from  being  entirely  aBprodttoti?e  of  beneficial  oonseqaenoeSb 

TfiNOH  OOXB. 
Philadelphia  September  19th,  1786. 

The  honorable  the  Snpreme  Exeoattve  OaanoU  of  the  Common 
wealth  of  Pennsylvaniaa. 


TSRCH  COXX,  CoHlflSSIONEB,  TO   COMHISSIOITSBS  OF 

Maryland,  1786. 

Baltimore,  September  16tb,  1786. 
Gentfameiii 

As  a  Commisrioner  from  the  State  of  Penntnrlyania  I  expected  the 
safafcetion  of  a  c<HilBience  with  yon  nnder  a  OommisBion  from  the 
LeipBlatQre  of  Maryland  on  the  subject  of  the  Duties  and  other 
natters  aiGBCting  commerce  in  the  two  States.  I  find  however  that 
this  cannot  now  take  jribce  for  Tarions  reasons.  This  being  the  case 
I  hate  oonceiyed  it  to  be  my  Duty  to  make  this  communication  and 
to  reqeest  that  yon  will  do  me  the  honor  of  reporting  it  to  your 


I  aaiimilation  of  those  Commercial  Systems  which  have  been 
adopted  for  a  time  by  the  several  States  has  appeared  to  the  Legis- 
laiiire  of  Pennsylvania  a  very  desirable  object  viewed  in  a  National 
lights  Tho*  diflference  of  Gironmstaaces  hassled  to  dissimilar  Regu- 
luiona  it  has  been  held  that  nmie  should  be  adopted  which  militato 
apinst  the  fundamental  and  essential  principles  of  tbe  Union. 

In  examining  the  Iiaws  of  Trade  in  the  several  States  the  follow- 
ii^  Facts  have  been  found  to  ecst,  1st,  That  the  Duty  of  Tonna^ 
on  Yeasels  built  in  or  belonging  to  the  Oitiiens  of  the  other  States  is 
greater  tiian  that  imposed  on  Vessels  belonging  to  the  Citizens  of 
the  State  enaetmg  the  Law  and  equal  in  some  instanoes  to  tbe  ton- 
nage laid  upon  most  of  the  Foreign  Nations  that  have  a  commercial 
Intercourae  with  America. 

2ndly,  That  the  Duties  imposed  upon  Gkods  imported  in  Vessels 
built  m  or  belonging  to  other  parts  of  the  Union  are  greater  than 

*  See  GoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  86. 
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<li4»6  kU  on  Goods  iknported  in  Vessels  belongrag  to  Iho  etiacfii)g[ 
Stete. 

dfdlj,  That  Goods  of  the  growth  product  and  mantifiiictQre  of  the 
other  States  in  the  Union  are  changed  with  high  Dalies  nponimpor- 
litlon  into  the  enaoting  State  as  great  in  many  Instances  as  those 
imposed  on  Foreign  articles  of  the  same  kind. 

To  procure  an  alteration  of  these  matters  evidentlj  opposed  to  the 
groat  principles  and  Spirit  of  the  Union,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
empowered  her  Commissioners  to  the  general  Convention  to  treat 
with  you  who  were  appointed  by  the  ^gislatnre  of  Maryland  and 
with  other  Commissioners  who  it  was  expected  would  be  appointed 
by  the  State  of  Virginia.  The  Legislature  of  Virginia  not  having 
appointed  Commissioners  for  treating  of  this  Business^  I  have  been 
led  to  make  a  communication  ffimuar  to  this  tiirovgh  the  Com- 
missioners from  that  State  to  Uie  general  Commercial  Convention^ 
.  Haying  |idinted  out  the  CixonmstanoeB  in  the  Commercial  Laws  of 
the  other  States  which  appear  to  our  Government  to  vequire  reoon-' 
sideration  it  will  be  necessary  to  inform  you  how  the  Laws  of 
Pennsylvania  stand  in  these  particulars.  They  declare  as  follows 
1st,  That  all  Teuek  belonging  to  the  Citisens  of  the  United  States 
whether  Pennsylvanians  or  others  shall  pay  the  same  Duty  of  Ton- 
na^  and  they  do  not  discriminate  against  ships  belonging  to  the 
Citizens  of  the  other  States  in  any  charge  whatever. 

2ndly,  They  impose  the  same  Duties  on  Goods  imported  in  Ships' 
belonging  to  the  Citisens  of  Pennsylvania  as  are  laid  upon  Goods 
imported  in  Ships  belonging  to  the  CitiiEens  of  the  other  States  in 
Union. 

Srdly,  They  exempt  entirely  from  Impost  all  Goods,  Wares  and. 
Merchandize  of  the  growth,  prodnot  or  Manufkotare  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  Legisiatnre  of  Pennsylvania  was  in- 
fluenced to  this  kind  of  Conduct  by  a  regard  for  the  general  Com- 
merce of  the  Nation  and  that  federal  Considerations  have  led  diem 
to  extend  their  oaie  to  that  great  object  without  any  discrimination' 
infitvor  of  ihetr  oton  OUizens.    The  only  deviations  from  those 
principles  observable  in  the  Commercial  Laws  of  Maryland  beine 
an  extra  l>)anage  npon  Vessels  which  are  not  both  bnilt  in  and 
belonging  to  the  Citizens  of  the  State  and  an  Impost  upon  Bum  - 
manufactured  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States  it  is  presumed  that 
the  Legislature  has  been  influenced  in  some  degree  by  the  same  Con-' 
siderations  which  have  operated  in  Pennsylvania.    But  as  these  two  * 
fiMts  as  far  as  they  go  counteract  the  design  and  Spirit  of  the  Union  by 
placing  the  Citizens  of  the  Confederacy  on  the  footing  of  Foreigners 
and  as  they  may  lead  to  similar  Regulations  in  the  other  States  and 
further  as  it  must  ever  be  the  policy  of  Wise  Nations  to  attend  to 
the  smallest  deviations  from  essondal  principals  at  their  first  appear- 
ance ;  I  tmst  that  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  on  farther  oonsid-  - 
oration  will  not  permit  these  Begulations  to  remain  in  force  but  that 
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diej  iKB  latber  oon^v  wiA  Fennsylvftiib  ia  pafMiiiig  mensiires 
which  bj  blendinff  the  Interesfc  most  oemenl  the  Union  of  the  Statea. 
I  have  tiie  honor  to  be, 

with  the  most  reepeotfol  Consideration, 

Gentlemen,  your  moat  obed.  Servt. 
(Signed,)  TENCH  COXB,  Commissioner    * 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Honbl.  Samnel  Chase,  Peregrine  Leatherbnry,  William  Smith| 
Samuel  Hnghes  and  William  Hensley  Esqoircsi  Commissioners  for 
the  State  of  Maryland. 


Daniel  Lbvan  to  V.  P.  Beddlb,  1786. 

Honored  Sir, 

A  Namber  of  the  Inhabitants  and  Freeholders  of  the  Borough  of 
Beading,  by  their  applieation  to  me  setting  forth,  that,  for  the  Ease 
and  I>ispatch  of  Pnblic  Business,  in  and  for  the  County,fthat  there 
is  a  necessity  for  another  Jnstiee  of  the  Peaccf  in  the  Borongh  of 
Beading^  and  their  reasons  being  obvious  &  6ood,;as  numbers  on 
Orphans'  Courtj  at  the  distanee  of  Twenty  miles  and  more,  together 
with  the  minors,  attend  at  Beading  and  for  want  of  another  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  are  put  to  the  Ezpenoe  of  being  detained,  until  the 
neatest  Jos^ce  (who  lives  nine  or  Ten  miles  off)  Can  be  sent  fori 
and  in  Case  of  his  absence  they  all  must  often  go  home  wiUioni 
having  their  Business  done,  to  their  Ezpenoe  and  great  detriment 
to  the  Estate  of  the  minor  Children, — ^by  the  act  of  the  Gkneral. 
Assembly  passed  at  Philadelphia  ^th  March  last.  Our  Bepresenta- 
tifes  thought  proper  to  pay  no  regard  to  the  Constitution,  which  had 
enabled  the  Honorable  Council  to  Commission  two  or  more  that 
were  returned  .by  Beading,  as  well  as  other  Gonnty  Towns,  and 
restricted  us  to  that  Number  only,  and  by  a  particular  Section  XIV 
deprived  Coancil  from  doing  us  Jus' ice,  the  good  People  here  Can- 
not €0Baf>rehend  that  they  by  any  act  of  theirs,  to  the  Detriment  of 
the  State,  should  be  looked  upon  more  undeserving  than  their 
Brethren  in  the  Sister  County  Lancaster,  and  would  willingly  pu^ 
up  with  the  unconvenient  Law,  but  regret  that  their  Brethren  in 
the  County  must  share  the  Same  Calamity,  when  our  Lancaster 
Brethren  can  do  their  public  transactions  more  ready,  and  we  pride 
.ouselves  to  have  been  fully  as  ready  in  the  field  of  Danger, — and 
tt  yoa  vspreeent  the  little  Patriotic  County  of  Berks  ia  GouneiI|  we 
lely  Uiat  yon  will  if  possible,  advise  us  how  we  ore  to  proceed. 
I  am.  Sir,  with  Particular  Esteem 

lour  most  obedH  Serv't, 
Beading,  Se^.  20th,  1786.  DANL.  LBVAN. 

Honerable  Charles  BiddlCi  Eaqwei  Philadelphia,       ^ 
Hon'd  by  Major  Church. 
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CiroaUr. 

Board  of  Tieamuyt 

Soptomber  2601, 1786. 
Sir. 

In  obedience  to  tbe  orders  of  tbe  United  States  in  GongresB  we 
do  onrselves  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  yonr  Ezoellenoj  for  iho 
Information  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  jou  preside,  % 
Certified  Copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  Inst. 

The  reasons  which  haye  induced  that  Honorable  Body  to  enter 
into  the  Bnclosed  Besolves  are  so  evidently  dictated  by  a  regard  to 
the  great  Interests  of  the  Confederacy  that  we  cannot  doubt  but  that 
the  wisdom  of  the  eereral  Legislatures  will  discern  the  propriety  of 
acting  in  strict  conformity  with  them  in  all  their  proceedings  wbieh 
relate  to  the  Collection  of  the  Serenue  appropriated  for  the  Serrioe 
of  the  United  States. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Bespect 
your  Bxcellenqy'fl 

ebed't  huml.  Sery'ts, 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
ABIHUB  LEB. 

His  Exoellency,  Benjamin  FranUin,  Esq'r,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Bbsolxjtion  ov  Oongrbss,  1786. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

September  18, 1786.  '' 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  Mr.  St.  Glair,  and 
Mr.  Harrison,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  12th  from  the 
board  of  treasury,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  commissioner  of 
the  loan-office  to  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  and  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature of  that  state ;  having  reported, — 

'^That  it  appears  from  these  communications,  the  legislature  of 
the  state  of  Bhode-Island,  by  an  act  passed  at  their  last  session,  have 
made  the  paper  currency  of  that  State  receivable  on  all  arrears  of 
taxes  due  to  the  United  States  j  that  as  this  explanation  of  the  law 
of  the  state,  r^tive  to  the  late  requisitions  of  CcMigfess,  entirely  de- 
feats the  intentions  of  those  acts,  we  commissioner  of  the  loan-office 
has  suspended  the  issue  of  indenta  in  that  state,  on  the  requisition 
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of  die  27l]i  Beptamler,  1785,  untSl  lie  Bhould  teoAre  the  direotioiu 
of  the  board  of  treasurj  on  that  snbjeot.  The  board  ftirther  remark, 
that  Ihe  legulatore  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  have  also  made  their 
pqper  onrreney  veoaiyable  od  the  arrears  of  taxes  due  on  the  reqain- 
tkm  of  the  27th  and  28th  April,  1784.  On  this  statement  the 
oommittee  observe^  that  as  the  reqnintions  of  Congress  are  oalenlated  . 
for  the  purpose  of  reqoiring  from  the  states  a  snftcient  sum  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  doe  on  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt,  and 
the  maintenanee  of  the  civil  department  no  deviation  can  be  ad- 
mitted from  the  mode  of  payment  therein  established,  withont 
exposing  the  funds  of  the  United  States  to  great  loss  and  incon- 
venience, partiottlarlv  as  the  discharge  of  thepnterest  due  on  the 
foreign  debt,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  civQ  government,  must 
alto^ther  d^nd  upon  the  payments  that  are  ma&  into  the  federal 
tieisiiry  in  specie.  That  to  admit  the  receipt  of  bills  of  credit 
issued  under  the  authority  of  an  individual  state,  in  discharge  of 
their  spede  proportioa  of  a  requisition,  would  defeat;  its  object,  as 
tiie  said  hills  do  not  eiroulate  out  of  the  limits  of  the  state  in  whiA 
thcry  aie  emitted,  and  because  a  paper  medium  of  any^tate,  how- 
ever well  funded,  cannot,  either  in  the  extensiveness  of  its  oircula- 
tkm,  or  in  the  course  of  its  exohanflc,  be  equally  valuable  with  flold 
or  silver.  That  if  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  state^f  [Bhode-Island 
and  New  Jersey,  were  to  be  received  from  those  states  in  discharge 
rf  federal  taxes  upon  the  principles  of  equal  Justiee,  bills  emitted 
by  any  other  state  must  be  recived  from  them  also  in  payment  of 
their  proportions,  and  thereby  instead  of  the  requisitions  yieldingfia 
sum  in  actual  money,  nothing  but  paper  would  be  brought  into  die 
federal  treasury,  which  would  be  whollv  inapplicable  to  the  payment 
of  any  part  of  the  interest  or  principal  of  the  foreign  debt,  or  the 
maintenance  of  the  government  of  Uie  United  States.  That  as  the 
eonsequenoes  of  the  precedents  which  have  been  established  by  the 
states  above  mentioned  are  dangerous  to  the  interests  of  the  union, 
the  oommittee  concave  it  necessary  for  Congress  to  express  their 
sense  upon  the  subject''  Whereupon, 

Beeolved,  That  as  tbe  annual  requiritums  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  were  made  by  them  in  virtue  of  the  powers  of 
the  eotifederation,  and  for  the  necessary  purposes  of  government,  the 
same  are  obligatory  on  the  states  as  such,  and  ought  to  be  discharged 
by  them  in  the  manner  by  the  said  requisitions  directed,  and  in  no 
ether. 

Beeolved,  That  as  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  such  parts  of 
the  prmeipal,  of  the  foreign  debt  of  the  United  States,  as  are  in- 
elud«l  in  any  of  the  requisitions  of  Congress :  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  federal  government  cannot  be  provided  for  but  by  payments 
in  specie  into  the  federal  treasuiy  of  the  sums  respectively  required 
of  tbe  states  therdn,  no  payments,  either  in  bills  of  credit,  or  m  any 
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other  mod^  tbta  tboie  pointei  oat  by  ibtf  mi  seqvititioQay  oita  or 
ought  to  be  admitted  in  discbArge  of  Uie  aaoM. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treaearj  transmit  a  eopjr  of  the  above 
reaolutioM  toeeeh  state,  and  issne  instraotions  to  the  MBpeotiye 
loan-offioea  oonfbrmaUe  theneta 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y^ 


iHSTRtrcnoNS  TO  Samxtel  Dalb,  1786. 

In  Gonnoil, 

Pa.,  September,  25th;  1786. 
Sir,  ^ 

Yon  will  to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  Wyoming,  and  there 
distribute  as  many  of  the  Laws  that  are  passed  erecting  the 
^<  Northern  part  of  the  Goonty  of  Northumberland  into  a  seperate 
County  '/'  as  yon  may  think  necessary ;  you  will  then  go  on  to  Tioga 
and  enquire  of  Capt  Spalding,  James  Strawbridge  or  any  other 
.person  of  Character  into  the  robSdry  said  to  have  been  committed  by  a 
certain  John  Hogg,  and  some  people  that  were  with  him.  If  yo« 
cannot  see  the  Indians  that  complain  of  being  rob'd,  leave  the 
money  with  Capt  Spalding  to  give  them,  taking  his  receipt,  procure 
.all  the  information  you  possibly  can  concerning  the  Robbery;  that 
the  perpetrators  may  be  brought  to  Justice;  TcJce  every  opportunity 
of  Acq<  the  people  with  the  favorable  disposition  of  Governmenc 
.to  them ;  that,  if  they  behave  peaceable,  they  will  not  only  be  treat- 
ed with  Justice,  but  generosity  by  the  States 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  obedient  and 

very  Humble  Servt., 
JHrecied,  CHARLES  BIDDLE.* 

Samuel  Dale,  Esquire. 


NonoB.— John  Fbakeun,  1786. 

Whereas  by  a  law  of  this  State,  enacted  the  twenty-third  Bay  of 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Eighty-six, *A  new 
County  is  erected  from  the  Nescopeck  Creek  on  the  southi  to  the 
north  Line  of  the  State,  extending  East  to  the  Lehigh,  and  West  to 
the  ridge  of  land  dividing  the  waters  of  the  East  Branch  from  the 
waters  of  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susquehana  river^  by  the  Namo 
of  the  County  of  Luzerne. 

That  the  inhabitants  thereof  have  Right  to  enjoy  all  and  Singular 
jTurisdictions,  powers,  Rights,  Liberties  and  privileges  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  other  Counties  of  the  State  do^  may  or  ought  to  enjoy, 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p,  107. 
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And  whereas  the  seoond  Tneadty  of  Ootober  instant  is  the  Biy 
appointed  by  Law  for  holding  the  annual  eleotioa  in  the  severiii 
Counties  in  the  State^  that  the  new  and  Bztraoidinar j  Cironmataaoea 
of  thiB  Settlement  render  it  highly  expedient  that  a  meeting  be  held 
to  adopt  measures  in  Conformity  of  tne  abote  reeited  Iaw.  Tfaes^ 
are  therefore  to  notify  the  settlers  and  freehplden  of  the  said  Conaty 
of  Lnaemei  that  they  meet  at  the  house  of  Abel  Pieroe,  Bsq.,  in 
Kingston,  on  Saturday  the  7th  instanti  at  one  o'olock,  P.  IL  Ist 
To  hear  the  report  of  the  Agents  returned  from  Philadelphia.  2A» 
To  adopt  Measures  (so  far  as  may  be  consistant  with  the  Constitution 
and  Lmt)  for  holding  an  Election  at  the  time  appointed  by  I^aw. 
And  3dly.  To  transact  any  other  Business  proper  and  necessary  to 
be  Done  at  said  meeting. 

Bated  at  Wilksbury  in  the  County  of  Luzerne^  Ootober  the  2c^ 
1786. 

Signed,  JOHN  FRANKLIN. 


JOHH  F&AHEUK  TO  Db*  J.   HAMILTON,   1786. 

Wilkfibarre,  Oct.  2d,  1786, 
Sir, 

As  yon  are  fond  of  news  1  send  enclosed  a  few  lines  for  your 
perusal,  the  following  Copies,  (viz.,)  Ist.  Copy  of  Dr.  Smith's  Dis- 
mission. 2d.  Instruction  from  Committee  to  the  Agents.  8d.  A 
Letter  from  J.  Franklin.  4th.  His  Excellency's  Answer  in  Council  * 
5tb.  A  Letter  from  Franklin  and  Jenkins  as  Agents,  &c.,  to  Coun- 
cil, Dated  Sept.  6th.  7th.  A  Letfer  from  Franklin  and  tfenkins  to 
Speaker  of  Assembly.  8th.  Petition  from  do.  to  Assembly,  Dated 
Sept.  11,  1786.  9th.  Debates  of  the  bouse  on  sd  Petition;  Com- 
mittee appointed^  &o.  10th.  Some  few  remarks,  with  the  report  of 
tbe  Committee  of  Assembly. 

I  expect  you  bare  heard  of  Myself  and  Major  Jenkins  beine 
appointed  Agents  to  represent  tbis  Settlement  in  Council  and 
Assembly.  We  acoordioffly  attended ;  we  arrived  at  Philadelphia, 
Sept  Sd.  Were  called  before  Council  tbe  7th.  Tbe  Honoraj^le 
Cbas.  Bi.ddle  Presided  as  tbe  President,  was  not  able  to  attend.  I 
had  the  Pleasure  of  Stating  our  whole  Suffering  to  Couneil,  from 
tbe  Decree  at  Trenton  to  tbe  present  time ;  I  left  no  stone  unturned^ 
the  Discourse  Continued  about  one  hour  and  a  half.  Col.  Arm- 
strong and  Esq.  Boyd  were  present,  they  heard  a  Complete  history 
of  their  Conduct  while  at  Wyoming.  I  Did  not  forget  tbe  Pro^ 
eeedinfli  of  Assembly  and  Council  towards  us.  We  were  beard  by 
Councu,  who  gave  the  greatest  attention,  and  treated  us  with  the 
greatest  respect.  We  were  heard  without  hindrance,  restraint  or 
Molestation.  We  were  Requested  to  attend  a  Socond  time,  which 
was  Done;  our  Instructions  were  Rcquesffid,  which  we  gave  t9 
Council  to  Peruse,  a  number  of  questions  were  asked,  &a  Particu- 
lirly  respecting  the  Sheriff  bebg  ppposed  the  last  time  he  was  at 
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WToming,  fte.    Coondl  finally  Beoommended  ns  to  lay  onr  Hatters 
before  ABsembl  j. 

His  Bzeellenej^  B.  FranUiiiy  sent  a  Bequest  to  ns  infonnin^ 
that  be  baa  a  Denre  to  have  ns  call  on  bim,  we  aecotdingly  Waited 
on  hiniy  eaTS  him  a  fnll  aoconnt  of  our  grievanoes,  nearly  the  same 
that  we  bad  laid  before  OounoiL  also  gave  him  onr  instmctions. 
His  Bxoelleney  Expressed  a  great  Pleasure  in  having  the  opportunity 
of  hearing-*he  Informed  us  that  he  had  heard  something  of  the 
'Disturbances,  but  was  never  so  fiilly  acquainted  before. 

We  Presented  a  Petition  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  Sept.  11.  I 
Bball  refer  you  to  the  Petition,  and  Proceedings  thereon,  however 
we  were  not  b^ffd  by  the  Com'te  of  Assembly  so  fully  as  we  were 
bv  Council.  Messrs.  Pitoimmons  and  Clymer  appeared  as  though 
tthey  would*  wish  to  take  advantage,  and  were  very  Inquisitive. 
Messrs.  Finley  and  Smily  were  not  present  but  a  little  part  of  the 
time,  said  but  a  fow  words  to  us,  tee.  I  have  made  some  remarks 
on  that  Subject  to  which  I  refer  you.  Ton  will  observe  by  the 
Beport  of  the  Committee  that  nothing  is  done  to  Confirm  our  title. 
We  continued  three  Weeks  at  Phibdelphia,  Betumed  here  last 
Tuesday — ^the  Beport  of  the  Com'te  was  not  adopted  when  we  left 
them ;  however,  we  found  it  to  be  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
house,  and  thought  not  best  to  wait  any  longer.  The  Assembly 
have  Compleated  the  new  County  according  to  the  Bill,  except  the 
line  from  Nescopeck  running  N.  West  instead  of  West.  The  Agents 
Did  not  urge  the  Completion  of  ike  County,  as  we  Wished  to  have 
a  Confirmation  of  our  Title  first 

We  have  a  Bieht  to  hold  an  Election  the  2d  Tuesday  of  this 
Month  to  Elect  a  Bepresentative'and  other  Officers  of  Government, 
but  the  time  is  so  short  We  shall  be  obliged  to  omit,  as  we  have  no 
Authority  to  take  the  first  step. 

^  It.may  not  be  Amiss  to  Inform  you  that  there  were  sundry  Peti- 
tions against  a  Division  of  the  County  by  our  Enemies,  but  to  no 
Purpose.  Sundry  Papers  were  sent  to  Council  th&t  were  laid  before 
Assembly  (viz.,)  1st.  Letter  from  Wm.  Montgomery,  Esq.,  dated 
May  17Ui,  setting  forth  that  Ethan  Allen  had  came  to  Wyoming, 
witn  a  number  of  others  and  were  Cabellins  to  erect  a  new  State, 
this  was  Confirmed  by  a  letter  from  Esq.  Shaw,  who  also  sent  a 
Copy  of  an  Intercepted  Letter  (as  he  called  it)  from  Joseph  Hamil- 
ton to  John  Franklin,  Dated  March  24th,*  advising  for  Independence 
— also  my  Letter  to  CoL  Montgomery  of  the  26  of  June  last— and 
Sundry  others — we  may  thank  Dr.  Smith  for  your  Letter  of  the  24 
Hatch }  he  Beceived  it  in  my  Absence,  took  ^eat  Pains  to  send  it 
to  Esq.  Shaw,  that  Council  mi^ht  receive  it;  he  also  Wrote  a 
Letter  to  Council  Informing  against  the  People,  setting  forth  that 
be  was  obliged  to  fiy  because  he  would  not  Join  for  Independence, 
fO  .  .  D  .  .  .  .  the  Li^,)  however,  I  asked  Council  Respecting  the 
Oomplaints  against  us,  they  Informed  us  that  the  Complaints  were 

*  See  VoL  X.,  p.  TSl-also  76i-76a 
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Dotworibj  of  Notice.  We  heard  near  the  same  from  Assemblj.  I  find 
Yaiioiu  opinions  Respecting  onr  Title — some  ttdvise  ns  to  apply  In- 
diTidaallj  for  Preemption  Kights,  others  advise  to  apply  for  a  tract 
5  Miles  on  each  side  of  the  Biver,  and  Include  Huntington  and 
IVoYidenoe,  and  are  of  opinion  it  may  be  grnnioi,  others  say  Civil 
Law  nnirt  Determine  the  Soil,  &c. 

Mr.  Gilbert  is  Waiting— I  cannot  Write  as  full  as  I  Wonld  Wiak 
— ^I  would  mention  the  affair  of  yoor  late  Lalter  to  OoL  Buder 
Bespecting  Mr.  Wigdon.  Col.  Butler  Does  not  choose  to  m«ddlo> 
vith  settUing  Disputes — ^Major  Jenkins  is  not  Wiliiag  unless  Ibei 
number  was  larger,  two  only  oould  Aot  be  a  quorum*^  has  boeit 
talked  of  to  make  an  Addition  in  the  settlement  to  Act  in  Conjunc- 
tion with  us.  I  expect  to  Call  a  Meeting  this  Week  and  shall  con- 
sult the  Business.  I  shidl  Write  more  large  when  an^  opportunity 
offers. 

Am  in  haste^ 

Your  Ob't  humble  Ser't, 

JOHN  FBANKLIN.     ^ 

N.  R  People  are  not  easy  Bespecting  Capt.  Strong's  Town  at 
Wasocky  it  is  not  setUed — our  People  are  threatning  to  settle  ijL 
I  am  much  Blamed  that  I  will  not  give  Liberty  to  fill  the  Town. 

Yon  Will  find  the  Coppys  I  Mention  by  the  PageS;  beginning  at 
the  Page  (1.) 

Directed, 
Doctor  Joseph  Hamilton,  City  of  Hudson,  State  of  N.  York. 
HoD'd  by  Mr.  Gilbert. 


BXPORT    OP  COMHISSIOSTEBS  ON  WeSTBRK  BoUNDAKT  LIN£L 

1786. 

We  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  and  Complete  the 
Line  of  the  Western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  beg 
leave  to  Beport :  That  we  have  ascertained  and  completed  said  Line 
by  astronomical  observations  as  far  as  Lake  Erie ;  having  opened  a 
Tista,  and  planted  Stqnes  in  the  proper  direction,  marked  on  the 
the  east  aide  P.  and  that  said  Line  extends  some  distance  in  the 
Lake. 

Ootober4tii,1786. 

ANDBEW  POBTEB, 

ALBXANDEB  MoCLEAN. 
•  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  91. 
Vol.  XT.— 4 
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SxoBETAKY  OF  Cova&ESS  10  Prbs.  Fbakkun^  1786. 

(Oinmlar.) 
Otioe  of  Secretary  of  CongreaB,  '^^ 

October  4/ 1786. 
ffir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  jour  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed,  two  Copies  of  the  oontinnation  of  the  Journal  of  Congress 
from  the  8th  August  to  the  26th  Septemher  last,  one  for  the  Bz- 
eoative  ^e  other  for  the  Legislative  branch  of  Goyemment. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most 

ob't  &  most  h'ble  Sery't, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency;  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Proposals  for  a  Road,  1786.         ' 

To  the  Honorable  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Gounoil  of 
the  State  o^  Pennsylvania. 

William  Elliot  of  Path  Valley,  Franklin  County,  begs  leave  to 
submit  the  following  proposal,  viz. : 

Whereas  it  is  said  that  the  Commissioners  ap{K>inted  by  the 
Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  aforesaid,  to  view  and 
Lay  out  a  Road  from  the  Widow  Millers  spring,  in  Cumberland 
County,  to  Pittsburgh ;  have  not  made  a  satisfactory  report  to  your 
Honours,  especially  of  that  part  which  lies  between  Widow  Millers' 
Spring  and  the  Burnt  Cabbins  in  Bedford  County :  and  whereas  a 
Petition  is  now  on  foot,  to  be  presented  to  your  Honours,  praying 
for  a  Review  of  the  Different  ways  from  said  Widow  Millers'  spring 
to  the  Burnt  Cabbins  aforesaid.  Now  Provided,  your  Honours  wiu 
be  pleased  to  grant  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  noV  on  foot,  and 
Report  be  made  in  favr.  of  the  way  By  Cammin's  Gap,  Bryan 
Clark's  and  Ramsev's  Gap,  (as  the  said  Elliot  JBumbly  Apprehends 
will)  he  the  said  Elliot  for*and  in  Consideration  of  Eight  Hundred 
Pounds  to  him  advanced,  will  undertake  to  Clear  a  Road  twenty 
feet  wide,  the  whole  way  from  the  Run  or  small  Branch  of  Canedog- 
winet,  at  the  Entrance  of  Cummin's  Gap,  by  Bryan  Glarks  ,and  by 
Ramsey's  Gap  to  the  London  Road  at  the  Burnt  Oabbins  Except 
at  steep  Declivities,  and  that  at  such  places  he  will  clear  a  sufficient 
and  sue  i|ay  for  one  waggon^  and  passing  places  at  the  end  of  every 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1786.  W 

twenty  Pearehes,  where  three  waggons  going  each  way  may  oon* 
▼eniently  pass  each  other  ;  and  that  he  the  said  Elliot  will  pat  in 
Bollieient  security  thai  he  will  perform  the  abore  undertaking  by  thsi 
first  of  July  next,  provided  Council  will  Comply  with  the  aboT€f 
proposal  three  Months  previous  to  thait  time. 

Signed.  WM.  ELLIOT. 

Ootob«r  8th,  1786. 


Alsxandbb  MoCLHAisr  TO  CouKOiii,  1786. 

Union  Town,  10th  October,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  visited  my  family  after  my  return  from  Lake  Erie,  I  now 
proeeed  to  finish  the  line  of  division  between  the  Oertifieate  and 
donation  lands  and  lay  out  the  residue  of  the  Lots  in  district  No.  1, 
and  as  it  will  be  attended  with  Considerable  expenoe,  beg  Council 
would  please  to  direct  the  payment  of  my  wages  for  assisting  in 
eompleating  the  Western  Boundarv.  Epbraim  Douglass,  Esquire^ 
will  hand  you  this,  and  is  requested  to  receive  the  sum,  or  such  pari 
thereof  as  Cpuncil  may  direct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
<}entlemen,  your  most 

obedient  and  very 

Humble  Servant, 
ALEXANDER  MoCLEAN. 

His  Bxeellency,  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania. 


SuCRKJtAJLY    OF  CONQRESS  10  FbES.    FbAKKLIK,  1786.     . 

Circular,) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 
October  16th,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed  an  Ordinance  passed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  for  establiahing  a  board  to  liquidate  and  settle  all  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  Individual  States. 

As  this  Ordinance  contains  a  recommendation  to  the  several 
Legfalatures  to  pass  Laws  to  enable  the  said  board  and  the  person 
orpenons  commissioned  by  them  to  eall  before  them  respectively 
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wiinesflesy  and  ezamiiie  them  on  oath  or  affirmaytion  in  all  mattoni 
iouobiog  the  cbims  exhibited  to  the  board,  your  Excellency  will  bo 
pleaaod  to  sabmit  thia  matter  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  orer 
^hioh  your  preside. 

with  the  gresitefit  respeot, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Ezcellenoys  most  obedient, 

&  most  hmnble  Servant,        ^ 
CHA.  THOMSON, 
Directed 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Penns^vania, 


By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

October  20th,  1786. 
'  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  War 
Office  with  the  papers  enclosed  containing  intelligence  of  the  hostilo 
intentions  of  the  Indians  in  the  Western  Country  haVing  Reported. 
'  '<  That  the  uniform  tenor  of  the  iDtelligence  from  the  Western 
•*  Country  plainly  indicates  the  hostile  disposition  of  a  number  of 
^  Indian  Nations,  particularly  the  Shawanese,  Puteotamies,  Ohippa- 
**  was,  Tawas  and  Twightees.  That  these  Nations  are  now  assembKog 
'^  in  the  Shawanese  Towns,  and  are  Joined  by  a  batditte  of  despa- 
'^  radoes  under  the  name  of  Mingoes  and  Oherpkees,  who  are  outoastg 
*^  from  other  Nations,  and  who  have  associated  and  settled  in  that 
<<  Country  for  the  purpose  of  War  and  plunder.  That  they  are 
'<  laboring  to  draw  in  other  Nations  to  unite  with  them  in  a  War 
''  with  the  Americans. 

'<  That  it  is  expected  one  thousand  Warriors  will  soon  beeoHecidl 
f<  in  the  Sbawftnese  Towns^  from  whenoe  they  have  already  dispatched 
**  parties  to  commence  hostilities.  Tha^  from  the  Motions  of  the 
'<  Indians  to  the  Southward  as  well  as  to  the  Northward,  and  the 
f'  exertions  made  in  different  quarters  to  stimulate  the  various 
''  Nations  against  the  Americans,  there  is  the  strongest  reason  to 
*^  believe  lAiat  unless  the  speediest  measures  are  taken  effectually  to 
**  counteract  and  defeat  their  plans,  the  war  will  become  general, 
<<  and  may  be  attended  with  the  most  dangerous  and  lasting  con- 
'<  sequenoes. 

'/  That  the  Committee,  therefore,  deem  it  highly  necessary  that 
'^  the  Troops  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States  be  immediately 
<<  Augmented,  not  only  for  the  protection  and  support  of  the  frontiers 
^'  of  the  States  bordering  on  the  western  territory  and  the  valuably 
*^  settlements  on  and  near  the  margin  of  the  Mississippi,  but  to 
'<  establish  the  possession  and  facilitate  the  surveying  and  selling  of 
^  those  intermediate  lands  which  have  been  so  much  relied  on  for 
<^  the  redaction  of  the  Debts  of  the. United  States.'^     Whereupon, 

Besolved  unanimoasly  Uiat  the  number  of  one  thousand  thre^ 
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haBdred  and  forty  Doa-Commissioned  Officers  end  privates  be  raised 
for  the  term  of  three  years  unless  sooner  discharged;  and  they, 
together  with  the  Troops  now  in  Servioe,  be  formed  into  a  Legionary 
CorpSy  to  consist  of  2040  non-Oommissioned  Officers  and  privates. 
That  the  additional  Troops  be  raised  by  the  foUomng  States,  in  the 


foUowing  proportions,  to 
New  Hampshire, 
Massachnsetts,  . 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 


Infantry  and  Artillery. 


•wit.,  ■ 

260  V 
660 
120 
180^ 
Maryland  and  Virginia-each  60  Cavalry,  making  ISO. 
That  the  Secretary  at  War  inform  the  Bxeoutive  Authorities*  of 
the  respective  States  in  which  the  Troops  are  to  be  raised,  the 
umber  atid  -Rank  of  the  Commissioned  Officers  to  be  furnished  hy 
each  State  in  proportion  to  the  Men. 

That  the  pay  and  allowances  to  the  Troops  to  be  raised  by  this 
BeeoWe,  be  the  same  as  eetablished  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the 
12thof  April,  1785. 

That  the  said  Troops  diall  be  subject  to  the  existing  Articles  of 
War  or  such  as  may  hereaffer  be  formed  by  Congress  or  a  Committed 
ai  the  States. 

That  the  Board  of  Treasury  Contract  for  «t  supply  of  Clothing 
Rations  at  each  places  and  in  such  quantities  as  the  Secretary  at 
War  shall  Judge  necessary. 

Resolved  Unanimously,  That  the  States  above  mentioned  be  and 
they  are  hereby  requested  tc  use  thebr  utmost  exertions  to  raise  the 
quotas  of  Troops  respectively  assigned  them,  with  all  posuble  expe- 
dition, and  that  the  Executives  of  the  said  States  be  and  they  hereby 
are  requested  ib,  case  any  «f  their  Legislatures  should  not  be  in 
aesrion,  immediately  to  convene  them  for  this  purpose,  as  a  deky 
may  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  without  delay,  devise  ways 
and  means  for  the  pay  &  aapport  of  the  Troops  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  present  establishment  and  Report  the  same  to  Congress.   ' 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


October  21st,  1786. 
On  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  l^reasury,  pursuant  to  the  Orders 
of  yesterday  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  pay  and  support  of 
the  Troops  of  the  United  Statea  on  the  present  establishment. 

Resolved  Unanimously,  That  the  several  States  in  the  Confederacy 
be  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  pay  into  the  Federal  Treasury 
on  or  before  the  first  day  Juney  IJ^T,  their  respective  Quotas  of  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  &  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  specie^  which 
quotas  are, 

Now  Hampshire^ 18,60a 

Massachusetts, 79,288 
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Shode  Island^         .....    11,809 

Cohnectioui» 46J46 

New  York, 45,368 

New  Jersey, 29,416 

PenDsjlvania, 72,504 

Delaware, 7,950 

Maryland, 49^979 

Yirgioia, 90,630 

North  Carolina, 38,478 

South  Carolina,    .....        88,973 

Gteor&Bf 6,671 

Which  sums,  when  paid,  shall  be  passed  to  the  Credit  of  the 
States  respeotiyely,  on  the  (enns  prescribed  by  the  Resolve  of  Con^ 
cress  of  Uie  6th  day  of  October,  1779,  and  that  the  Monies  arising 
nrom  the  said  Requisition  be  and  hereby  are  appropriated  for  the  pay 
and  support  of  the  Troops  on  the  present  establishment. 

Resolved  Unanimously,  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  open  a  Loan  immediately  to 
the  amount  of  Five  hundred  thovsa&d  dollars,  at  six  per  Cent  per 
annum  on  the  Credit  of  the  foregoing  Requisition,  which  they  are 
hereby  authorised  to  pledge  to  the  Lenders  for  the  faithful  reimburse 
ment  of  the  Monies  Loaned  with  the  Interest  thereof. 

CUAS.  THOMSON^  Secy. 


(Circular.) 

New  Tork,  23d  October,  1786. 
Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  an  Order  of  Congress  of  the  9th  Aogt  last,  of 
which  the  enclosed  Paper  No  1  is  a  Copy,  I  have  the  honor  of  here- 
with transmitting  to  your  Exnellency  the  List  directed  in  it,  ft 
which  contains  i\^  Account  of  all  the  Negroes  belonging  to  your 
State  that  appear  to  have  been  carried  away  by  the  British  when 
they  evacuated  this  City. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  Most  obt.  &  hble.  Servt 

JOHN  JAY. 
Directed, 

His  Exodlency  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
yania. 


Copy. 

No.  1. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  August  9%  1786. 

On  a  Report  of  a  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  foreign  affiiirs. 
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BesolTed,  That  the  Seerelary  for  foreigQ  Affairs  caude  te  be  made 
out  separate  Liflto*  of  the  narnben,  names  and  owners  of  the  negroes 
befenging  to  the  Gitizens  of  eaeh  State,  and  earried  away  by  tho 
British  in  CoDtravention  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peaee,  and  that  be 
transmit  the  said  Lists  to  the  Execntives  of  the  States  to  which  they 
lespeetiTely  belong. 

(Signed,)        CHABLES  THOMSON,  Sec'. 


By  xhk  TJnitbd  Statbs  in  CoiraRBss  Assembled,  1786. 

October  23, 1786. 
The  Committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Pinknej,  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Henry,  to  whom  was  referred  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  Passed  in  consequence  of  the  Besolution  of  the 
80th  April,  1784,  respectiDg  Commeroei  and  the  subject  of  tho 
said  Beoomendation,  haviog  Reported : — 

''  That,  it  appears  by  the  said  resolutions,  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  recommended  to  the  legislatures  o(  the  several 
states,  to  vest  them,  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  powers  to 
prohibit  any  goods,  wares  or  merohandize  from  being  imported  into 
or  exported  from  any  of  the  states,  in  vessels  belonging  to  or  navi- 
gated by  the  subjects  of  any  power  with  whom  these  states  shall  not 
have  formed  treaties  of  commerce — That  they  also  recommended 
to  the  legislatures  of  the  said  states,  to  vest  the  United  Statc3  in 
Congress  assembled  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  the  power  of 
prohibiting  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  state,  Inngdom  or  empire, 
unless  authorised  by  treaty,  from  importing  into  the  United  States 
any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  which  are  not  the  produce  or  manu- 
frcture  of  the  dominions  of  the  sovereign  whose  subjects  they  are : 
provided  that  to  all  acts  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
in  pursuance  of  the  above  powers,  the  assent  of  nine  states  shall  be 
necessary.  The  committee  have  carefully  examined  the  acts  passed 
by  the  several  states  in  pursuance  of  the  above  recommendation, 
and  find  that  the  state  of  Delaware  has  passed  an  act  in  full  com- 
plianoe  with  the  same— lliat  the  acts  of  tne  states  of  Massachusetts', 
Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Virginia  and  Georgia  are  in 
oonformity  to  the  said  recommendation,  but  'restrained  in  their 
operation  until  the  other  states  shall  have  granted  powers  equally 

*  Such  a  list  aocompaaies  the  foregoing  doc«mont---giviQg  iu  detidl, 
in  addition  to  the  foregoing  particulars,  Tessels  names  and  commanders, 
where  boond,  ages  and  desoription,  claimants,  names  of  peraons  m  whose 
poseeesion  they  then  were,  with  information  as  to  their  pnst  history  and 
owners.  They  were  71  in  nnmber,  and  from  different  parts,  many  of  them 
had  been  slaves  to  prominent  persons  in  Philad'a.  It  is  deemed  of  no  use  to 
publish  the  entire  Ust. 
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'«xtoD8iVe.r— That  tbe  States  of  Contieotioat,  PentiBylTatiia  and  Miiry- 
Ind  have  passed  laws  aereeeable  to  tbe  said  resolntioD,  but  hare 
fixed  tbe  time  at  whicb  the  powers  thereby  inyested  shall  begin  to 
'  op<9rate,  and  not  left  the  same  to  commence  at  the  time  on  which 
Congress  shall  begin  to  exercise  tt«-which  your  committee  coneeivia 
to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  same. — ^That  Booth  Carolina,  by 
an  act  psssed  the  11th  March,  1786,  have  invested  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  with  the  power  of  regulating  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  with  the  West  Indies  and  all  other  external  or  foreign 
trade  of  the  said  states  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years  from  the  passing 
of  the  said  act.-^That  New  Hampshire,  by  their  act  of  the'23d  of  June, 
1785,  invested  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  with  tbe 
full  power  of  regulating  trade  for  fifteen  years  by  restrictions  or 
duties^  with  a  proviso  suspending  its  operation  until  all  the  other 
states  shall  have  done  the  same. — ^That  North  Carolina,  by  their  act 
of  the  2d  June,  1784,  have  authorised  their  delegates  to  agree  to 
and  ratify  an  article  or  articles  by  which  Congress  shall  be  empow- 
ered to  prohibit  the  importation  of  all  fbreign  goods  in  any  other 
than  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  navigated  by 
such  a  proportion  of  seamen  citizens  of  the  United  States  as  may  be 
agreed  to  by  Congress,  which  when  agreed  to  by  all  the  states  shall 
be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
.  union.  From  the  above  review  of  the  acts  passed  by  the  several 
states,  in  consequence  of  the  said  xecomendation,  it  appears  thati 
though  in  order  to  make  the  duration  of  the  powers  equal,  it  will  bo 
necessary  for  the  states  of  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and 
South  Carolina  so  far  to  amend  their  acts  aa  to  permit  the  authori- 
ties therein  granted  to  commence  their  operation  at  the  time  Con- 
gress shall  begin  to  exercise  them,  yet  still  the  powers  granted  by 
them  and  by  the  states  of  Massachusetts,  Khode  Isknd,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Virginia  and  Georgia,  ate  otherwise  in  such 
compliance  with  the  recommendation,  tliat  if  the  states  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  North  Carolina,  had  conformed  their  acts  to  the  said  reso- 
lution, agreeable  to  the  urgent  recommendation  of  Congress  of  thd 
8d  Marou  last,  the  powers  therein  requested  might  immediately 
begin  to  operate.  The  committee  however  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
acts  of  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  North  Carolina,  manifest  so 
li'bcral  a  di;9position  to  grant  tbe  necessary  powers  upon  this  subject, 
that  their  not  having  complied  with  the  reoomendation  of  Maroh 
last  must  be  attributed  to  other  reasons  than  a  disinclination  in  them 
to  adopt  measures  similar  to  those  of  their  sister  states. — The  com- 
mittee therefore  conceive  it  unnecessary  to  detail  to  them  the  situa- 
.tkm  of  our  commeroe,  langoishing  under  the  most  minoas  restrio- 
dons  in  foieign  ports,  or  the  benefits  which  must  arise  from  the  doe 
and  equal  use  of  powers  competent  to  its  protection  and  support,  by 
that  body  wh'ch  can  alone  beneficially,  safely  and  effectually  exercise 
th0  same  j" — WLorenpon, 

Resolwd,  That  it  be  again  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legisla- 
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I  •#  «Im  sMtB  of  New  Hatapshire  and  Nfirik  Otfolins^  cl  Am 
mat  BdHnoQy  to  reoonnder.  their  aota  and  paaa  them  in  ittch  conform* 
ity  with  the  rcsolations  of  the  dOth  April,  1784,  as  to  enahle  oa 
thdr  part,  the  United  States  in  Gongreaa  aasembled  to  execciee  the 
powen  thereby  i&veeted  as  soon  aa  poaaible. 

Reserved,  That  as  the  extent  and  dnration  of  the  powers  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  under  the 
reoommendation  above  mentioned  ongbt  to  be  eqnal,  it  be  reoom- 
mended  to  the  legislatures  of  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland 
and  Sonth  Carolina  so  far  to  amend  their  acto^  as  to  vest  the  power 
therein  contained  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years  from  the  day  on  which 
Congress  shall  begin  to  exercise  the  same. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


Sbc'x  AjuurrRONa  lo  F.  HopKiiisONy  1786.   - 

Secretary's  Offiooi  24th  Oct.  1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  directions  of  Council  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
Eesolntion  of  the  house  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  dated  the  fist  of 
February,  1786,  &  a  copy  of  a  Kesolution  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly 
of  this  State,  dated  the  28d  of  March,  1786,  with  an  Act  of  Council 
thereupon.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Board  that  you  and  the  Gentlemen 
asBodated  with  yon  will,  fioom  time  to  time  communicate  to  them 
the  progress  made  in  the  business  which  is  the  subject  of  these 
several  resolutions. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  Serv't. 

JNO.  AEMSTRONO,  Jr. 
Directed^ 
The  Hon.  Francis  Hopkinson. 


p&ss.  fftanelin  to  commissioners  for  improving  inland 
Navigation,  1786. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  October  26'S  1786. 

GentlemeB : 

To  your  own  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  Negotiation  with  the 
States  of  Delaware  and  Hai7land  which  you  are  now  about  to  enter 
upon.  Council  might  have  very  safely  trusted,  as  well  for  your  abili- 
ties in  conducting,  as  for  your  seal  in  brining  it  to  a  favomble 
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eonelnmoB.    Tfaej  however  esleein  H  a  dtttj  to  ksftfess  yon  nidi 
'  some  Ideas^  which,  in  oertain  Gonjanctares,  may  Bonre  yon  aslMdi&g 
principlea  and  be  pleaded  as  motives. 

Ton  will  remember  how  mach  the  welfare  of  PennsylTania  depends 
on  her  export  trade  and  as  a  navigable  commnnication  between  the 
two  Bays  of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  will  aid  oar  Exports  more  or 
less  aooording  to  the  Extent  to  whioh  the  work  mav  be  prosecuted. 
Yon  will  herein  have  a  snfficient  motive  to  contend  for  the  Commu- 
nication npon  the  largest  practicable  scale.  A  like  consideration 
may  induce  Maryland  to  press  more  particularly  on  the  subject  of 
the  Susquehanna  navigation.  In  this  case  that  State  should  know 
that  the  Improvements  there  should  correspond  in  extent  with  the 
views  entertained  with  regard  to  the  former  navigation. 

The  States,  parties  to  the  negociation  have  tho  same  general 
objects,  but  as  each  may  be  attached  to  ways  of  accomplishing  them 
particularly  favorable  to  itself,  unless  a  spirit  of  mutual  concession 
take  place  asotong  the  Negociators,  a  partial  biass  may  tend  to  dis- 
appoint the  main  purpose.  You  will  not  therefore  risque  too  much 
on  that  head,  but  sometimes  yield  in  points  not  tnaterially  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  State  when  it  may  be  necessary  to  procure  a  general 
concurrence. 

If  principles  could  be  established  to  determine  the  Comparative 
benefits  to  each  State  from  the  new  Navigation,  then  the  burthen  of 
Expense  to  be  borne  by  each  might  be  precisely  adjusted,  but  as 
such  accuracy  is  not  attainable  Council  in  this  article  are  not  averse 
to  your  application  of  the  rule  just  laid  down. 

These  are  the  sentiments  of  Councit  upon  the  principal  points 
which  you  will  have  to  consider ;  it  is  nevertheless  their  desire  that 
vou  make  them  frequent  communications  of  the  progress  of  the 
Negociation  in  order  that  you  may  have  the  benefit  of  such  advice 
and  direction  as  circumstances,  in  their  opinion  may  make^necessary. 
I  am^  Gentlemen, 

with  great  regard, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

BENJ.  FRANKLIN. 
Dtrectedj 

To  the  Commissioners  for  improving  tho  inland  navigation. 


Col,  Francis  MKNraBS  to  Pres.  Biddlb,  1786, 

Philadelphia,  the  26th  8  .bie^  1786. 
Sir, 

The  Battallion  of  Artillery  was,  at  their  last  Muster  Day,  prevented 
of  parading  on  aocount  of  the  weather,  they  therefore  concluded  at 
a  very  numerous  meeting  to  parade  on  Monday  next|  with  two 
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pieeas  of  oidftanod,  ^mvidtd  witk  M  potnds  of  Obtridges  at  Oidr 
oi0»  expen»j  and  to  lake  op  a  line  of  Mtmii)  in  ooDjnoelioii  witii 
the  Tioopa  of  Light  Dragoons  and  the  Companiei  of  Light  InfMtry, 
to  perform  the  £ff9rent  eTolntiona  and  firings  to  dose  the  season ; 
of  whieh  oorpe  they  ha;ire  honored  me  with  the  eommand.  I  thought 
proper  to  inform  yon  and  the  Hon'ble  the  Oonnoil  of  this  manobaTiei 
and  hope  it  will  meet  with  yonr  approbations,  whieh  will  afibrd  the 
greatest  satio&etion  to  those  Citiaens  who  are  wishing  to  be  perfeet 
in  the  military  art,  to  aotas  soldiers  in  case  of  neoessity. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

with  the  highest  esteem, 

Yoor  Ob.  H.  Senrt., 

V.  HENTOESS. 
N.  B.  Yon  will  pleas  to  favor  me  with  an  answer  to  day. 
The  Honb.  Charles  Biddle>  Vice  President. 


SaCRBTARY  OF  CONGRESB  TO  PRBS.  FhANKLIN,  1786. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 
Ootr.  27th,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  yonr  Exoelleney  herewith 
endosed  an  aotof  the  UnitM  States  in  Oongnss  assembled,  bringing 
again  to  your  view  the  etfelosed  resotntions  of  80th  April  1784,  and 
recommending  to  the  LegiskCtnre  of  yonr  State  so  far  to  amend  their 
aet  as  to  vest  the  powers  therein  contained  for  tho  term  of  15  years 
from  the  day  on  which  Congress  shall  begin  to  exercise  the  same, 
with  the  matest  Respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
yonr  Bzoellency's  most  obedient, 

&  most  humble  Servant, 
Jndm%ed^  CHA.  THOMSON,* 

From  Charles  Thomson,  Esq.,  enclosing  an  aet  of  Congress  of 
ihe2Sd  of  Oetober.  1786,  &e.    Nov.  18,  refd.  to  Mr.  Morris,  Mr. 
Robinson,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Whitehill,  &  Mr.  Clark. 
Direetedy 
Bm  Szeelleney  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Bkpobt  09  Board  op  Trbaburt^  1786. 

Copy. 

The  Board  of  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Motion  of  the 

hon^  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the 

Sum  of  Seventy  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-two  Dollars, 

which  had  been  lately  delivered  to  the  Comptroller  of  flie  State  of 

*  See  Col  Ksc.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  106, 
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P^mi^iQ  BilboTCMdit  of  ihaft8iate»bMri»i  Bateiaftk^ylAr  17«l, 
■iniglU  be  pUoed  to  the  Debit  of  the  geaenl  Aoooonft  of  stid  Stele 
.wiik  the  United  Staiesi 

Beg  Leave  to  report  to  Conffreaa, 

That  the  above  8am  of  78,042  Dollars,  fecms  part  of  the  Stm  of 
,ddO,000  DoUafii  ia  Bills  of  Credit  iflsued  in  the  ^ear  1781,  in  the 
.  State  of  Pennsjlvaniai  &  reeeived  by  the  Oommiasioner  of  the  Loan 
Ofioe  in  that  State,  in  paranaace  of  an  Agreement  between  the  late 
Saperintendant  of  Finanoe  and  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, by  which  it  was  stipulated  that  the  sum  of  390,000  Dol- 
lars in  the  Bills  above  mentioned  should  be  paid  into  the  Continental 
Loan  Office,  to  redeem  the  like  Sam  of  the  new  Emission  Money  of 
the  IS'^*  of  Maroh,  1780,  being  a  Balance  dae  to  the  United  States 
of  the  four  Tenths  of  the  said  Money  emitted  on  the  Fonda  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  the  above  Sum  of  890,000  Dollars  appears  accordingly  to 
have  been  received  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  said  Office ;  but  that 
no  Part  of  the  New  Emission  Money  of  the  18^^  of  March,  1780, 
was,  in  Exchange  therefor,  delivered  over  by  the  late  Saperintendant 
of  Finance. 

Th^t  in  Oonseqaence  of  an  Application  made  to  this  Board  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  stating 
,the  Gireamstancea  of  the  Negociation  above  mentioned,  and  that  he 
had  applied  to.  the  Use  of  the  United  States,  out  of  the  Sunt  of  890, 
000  Dollars  by  him  received  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Stote  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  Sum  of  311,850  Dollars.  The  Board  informed  the 
said  Offieer,  that  tho'  this  transaction  had  not  oome  under  their 
Cogniaanoe,  they  had  no  Objection  to  his  delivering  over  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  Sum  of  811,858  Dollars 
in  new  emission  Money  of  the  18^  of  March,  1780,  in  Lieu  of  the 
like  Sum  in  Pennsylvania  State  Money  said  to  have  been  appro- 
priated to  the  Use  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  Balance,  being 
lSfi4£i  Dolkrs,  in  the  same.  Money  which  he  had  received  fiom  the 
.Treasurer  of  the  State. 

.  That  it  appears  from  a  Letter  to  this  Board  of  the  28'^  Augdat 
last  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  in  the  Stete  of 
Penn8ylv%  that  in  pursuance  of  our  Directions  &  by  Agrcejoaent  with 
the  Comptroller  of  the  St.  of  Pennsylvania,  he  bad  paid  into  the  Trea^ 
sury  of  the  said  State'  in  New  Emission  Money  of  the  18^  of 
March,  1780,  311,358 

in  Penns*  State  M<»oy  of  the  year  1781,  78,642 

890,000 

Taking  temporary  Receipts  for  the  said  Payments,  which  wero 

made  at  different  Times ;  but  that,  on  his  application  for  a  formal 

/  Beceipt,  acknowledging  that  the  above  Payments  were  in  complete 

'  Discharge  of  the  Sum  of  390,000  Dollars  received  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania,  in  State  Money  of  the  year  1781,  the  Comptroller  of 
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tb»  Stete  would  iiol  pdnnit  siioh  aBoo^pt  to  bo  giTeHi  apd^peravip-' 
terilj  demajided  the  Sun  of  78^642  Dollars  io  new  Emission  of  the 
18^  of  March,  1780,  alledging  that  the  State  would  give  Credit  f<y 
the  Sum  wliioh  had  been  reoeived  in  the  State  Money  aibresaid. 

That  00  a  Befiisal  on  tlje  Part  of  the  Oommissioner  of  the  Loan 
Office  of  the  State  of  Peonayhania  to  pay  the  Sum  required  of  him 
in  the  new  Emission  of  the  18**"  of  March,  1780,  an  Attachment  ha0 
been  laid  on  his  Goods  and  Effects  to  the  Amount  of  the  Sum  abov« 
mentioned )  and  to  sn^end  the  Execution  of  the  same,  a  Certiorari 
baa  been  granted,  the  Merits  of  which  are  still  depending. 

In  Juatioe,  however,  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  incumbent 
on  06  to  obaerve,  that  this  Process  of  the  Comptroller  ia  in  this  In- 
stance altogether  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  the  State,  ao  faraa  they 
relate  to  Matters  of  Account  betwixt  that  State  and  the  Union,  since 
by  an  Act  of  that  State  it  is  made  the  Doty  of  the  Comptroller  to 
distinguish  anoh  Aocoonts  as  are  of  a  federal  nature,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  adjust  on  such  Principles  as  shall  be  proposed  by  jthe 
United  States  in  Congress  and  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the  State. 
That  the  Account  for  which  the  Property  of  M'  Smith  is  attached^ 
was,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  State^  of  that  Nature, 
appears  dearly  from  his  application  by  Letter  to  this  Board  to  direct 
the  Loan  Officer  to  give  up  to  the  State  the  full  Sum  of  390,000 
Dollars  in  the  new  emisaions  of  the  18<^  of  March,  1780. 

From  the  above  Statement,  which  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
Board  to  lay  before  Congress,  in  order  to  enable  that  hon^^  Body 
to  judge  of  Uic  Propriety  of  the  present  Application,  the  Board  beg 
leave  to  observe. 

That  the  Sum  of  78,642  Dollars  in  Penn*  State  Money,  which 
was  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  that  State  in  pursuance  of  the  negocia- 
tion  above  mentioned,  must  either  be  considered  in  full  Discharge  of 
the  Balance  due  to  the  State  on  the  Monies  by  them  paid  to  the 
Commiaaioner  of  the  Loan  Office  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  or  it 
most  not. 

If  it  10  to  be  80  considered,  then  there  is  no  necessity  of  giving 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  Credit  fot  the  monies  above  mentioned, 
because  this  nogociation  betwixt  the  late  Superintendant  of  Finance 
and  the  Covemm^  of  Pennsylvania,  is  by  such  arrangement,  com- 
pletely settled. 

If  it  is  not  to  be  so  considered,  then  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
will  have  a  Bight  to  the  Sum  of  78,642  Dollars  in  the  new  Emission 
Money  of  the  18^  of  March,  1780,  (provided  a  sufficient  Sum  in  the 
old  Continental  Emissions  be  paid  in  by  the  said  State  to  admit  the 
K^t  of  issuing  such  an  Amount  of  the  Emission  last  mentaoaed,) 
and  the  United  States  will  have  a  Bight  to  reclaim  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  Sum  of  78,642  Dollars  in  State 
Money  of  the  year  1781,  which  ihe  Comptroller  obtained  Possession 
of  in  the  manner  stated  in  thi?  Report. 

From  the  Process  issued  on  the  Part  of  the  State  of  PenoBylvania^ 
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il  appeani  tbat  the  State  view  their  Glum  in  tbe  light  last  mentioned^ 
Gonsidering  it,  therefore^  in  the  same  Point  of  Yiew^  we  beg  lea^e 
to  observe, 

That  an  applieation  for  the  above  Sum  of  78,Q42  Dollars  in  the 
Penns*  State  Money,  to  be  passed  to  the  Debit  of  that  State  as  so 
much  Specie,  must  be  considered  on  similar  Principles  as  if  an  appli- 
cation had  been  made  for  giving  up  and  paying  to  the  Debit  of  a 
State,  a  like  Sum  in  the  new  Emission  Money  of  the  18^  of  March, 

1780,  of  the  Proportion  which  was  subject  to  the  Orders  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  the  Reasons  therefore,  which  has  governed 
this  Board  on  an  Application  from  the  State  of  New  York  relative 
to  a  Sum  of  new  Emission  Money  issued  on  the  Funds  of  that  Stste^ 
will,  in  their  Opinion,  apply  in  the  present  Instance. 

On  the  Reference  last  mentioned,  it  was  observed  by  the  Board, 
'<  That  a  change  of  the  Credit  of  Monies  paid  into  the  general  Trea- 
'<  sury  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolves  of  the  18<^  of  March,  1780,  in 
<<  any  one  Instance,  would  operate  as  a  Relinquishment  of  the  Balances 
<<  due  from  the  several  States  on  that  Head ;  and  that  such  Relin- 
'^uishment  was  not  compatible  with  the  exhausted  State  of  the 
*^  Finances,  or  with  that  steady  adherence  to  the  Execution  of  the 
**  Resolves  of  Congress  which  ought  to  govern  in  the  Collection  of 
'*  the  general  Revenue/' 

To  this  general  Observation  the  Board  beg  Leave  to  add— That 
the  Funds  established  in  several  States  for  the  Redemption  of  the 
New  Emission  Money,  are  now  operating  so  as  to  render  the  said 
Money  daily  more  valuable ; — tbat  in  Consequence  they  have  already 
appropriated  part  of  those  Monies  in  the  States  of  New  York,  Mary- 
land and  Virginia;  that  it  would  be  Injustice  to  these  States  to 
make  a  Distinction  with  Respect  to  Pennsylvania}  and  that  whilst, 
the  Preservation  of  the  western  Territory  obliges  the  United  States 
in  Congre^  to  introduce  a  more  extensive  military  Establishment 
than  was  provided  for  in  the  Estimates  of  the  last  and  present  year, 
every  Resource  ought,  in  their  Opinion,  to  be  carefully  cherished, 
whioh  has  a  Prospect  of  contributing  to  the  Diseharge  of  the  Ex- 
pences  of  the  general  Government. 

From  the  Circumstances  above  stated,  the  Board  submit  to  tbe 
Consideration  of  Congress  the  following  Resolve : 

That  it  would  be  improper  for  the  United  States  in  Congress  to  pass 
to  the  Debit  of  the  State  or  Pennsylvania  in  their  general  Aoeonnt  with  , 
the  United  States,  the  Sum  of  Seventy  eight  thousand  six  hnndred  and 
forty  two  Dollars  of  Bills  of  Credit  issued  by  that  Sute  in  the  year 

1781,  and  received  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  in  the 
said  State,  by  Virtue  of  a  Warrant  of  the  late  Snperintendant  of 
Finance  of  the  16««»  of  July,  1781. 

All  of  which  is  humbly  submitted. 
Signed,  SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 

WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
October  81,  178G.  ARTHUR  LEE. 
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Elsction  op  Bslkoatss  to  Oongbess,  1786. 

State  of  Pennsjlyania. 
In  (General  Assembly^ 

Tneeday,  October  81, 1786,  A.  M, 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  ballots  being^  taken,  it  appeared  that  the 
.  Honorable  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Charles  Pettit,  William  Irvine,  Samuel 
Meredith  and  William  Bingham,  Esquires,  were  duly  elected. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
The  Honorable  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Eksolvbs  op  Settlbbs  of  Wyoming,  1786. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Setlers  inhabitants  of  Wyoming  legally 
warned  and  held  at  Kingston,  Nov^r  6th,  1786,  Col.  Zebulon  Butler, 
Gbairman.  Whereas  the  Agents  from  Philadelphia  Report  that  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  by  a  law  Enacted  the  23d  of  Oct'r  last, 
have  erected  a  new  County  at  Wyoming  and  parts  adjacent  from 
the  Nea($Dpeek  Creek,  on  the  South  to  the  North  line  of  y  State  on 
the  North,  extending  East  to  the  Lehi,  and  West  to  the  Ridge  of 
Land  dividing  the  waters  of  the  West  branch  from  the  waters  of  the 
Eaat  branch  of  the  Susq*h  River  by  the  name  of  the  County  of 
Luzerne.  And  whereas  by  the  s'd  Recited  law  it  is  enacted  that 
the  Inhabitants  of  s'd  County  of  Luzerne  are  entitled  to  all,  and 
singular  jurisdictions,  Powers,  Rights,  Liberties  and  priviled^ea 
whatsoever  which  the  Inhabitants  of  other  Counties  of  the  State  ao, 
may  or  ought  to  Enjoy  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  said  State, 
yet  there  is  no  Provision  made  in  s'd  act  whereby  the  sM  Inhabi- 
tants can  consistent  with  the  Constitution  Enjoy  any  of  sM  Rights, 
or  Liberties  whatsoever,  that  the  second  Tuesday  in  October,  annu- 
ally 10  the  time  appointed  by  the  Constitution  for  holding  Elections, 
to  Elect  Representatives,  Councilors,  SberifTs,  Coroners,  Commis- 
sioners, kc.  This  Meeting  therefore  taking  into  consideration  the 
said  Recited  Law,  the  Singular  and  Extraordinary  Circumstances  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  that  there  is  neither  Courts,  ^ 
Justices,  Sheriff,  Coroner,  Constable  or  any  Civil  officer  wbataoeVer 
wiChiQ  the  limits  of  the  County,  regreting  the  Deficiency  io  s'd 
Recited  Law— came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  Unanimously,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Meeting 
that  the  law  of  this  State  Erecting  the  Nothern  parts  of  the  eoiinty 
of    Northumberland  into  a  New   County,   makes  no    Praviskm 
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whereby  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  may  or  can  enjoy  the  Rigbt8| 
Liberties  and  Priviledges,  that  Gitisons  of  the  State  are  entitled  t0| 
that  tbey  are  not  authorized  or  Impowered  to  hold  any  Election,  or 
to  Elect  any  officer  of  Government  or  Civil  Offioeri  whatsoever  for 
the  following  Reason. — ^Ihat  the  law  for  Erecting  the  County  has 
not  came  to  hand^  exoept  a  bill  published  for  Considei^ition  and 
said  to  be  Enacted  into  a  Law,  that  the  time  for  holding  the  annual 
Election  in  Oc't  last,  was  expired  so  soon  after  the  law  was  Enacted^ 
that  an  Election  Could  not  have  been  held  agreeable  to  the  Consti- 
tution, after  the  Return  of  the  Agents  from  Assembly. 

That  there  is  no  Person  or  Persons  whatsoever.  Authorised  or 
qualified  to  call  the  Freemen  or  Freeholders  for  the  Purpose  of  hold- 
ing an  Election,  to  hold  an  election  or  Elect  any  Civil  officer  or  offi- 
cers of  Government  whatsoever-^that  there  is  no  Person  authorised 
to  qualify  Judges  and  Inspectors  of  Elections,  or  to  make  Return. 

That  an  Election  held  where  a  legal  Warning  is  not  or  cannot  be 
given,  and  where  no  Person  is  Authorised  or  qualified,  as  aforesaid, 
either  as  Justices,  Sheriff,  Constable  or  Judges  and  Inspectors  of 
Election)  to  warn  or  hold  such  Election,  or  to  make  Return  is  in 
Vioktion  of  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State. 

A  True  Copy,  J.  FRANKLIN. 

Indorsed f — ^Resolves  of  settlers  of  Wyoming  att'd  by  John  Franklin. 


Btatb  of  Pbnkstlyania  in  General  Assehblt,  1786. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly. 

Tuesday,  November  7, 1786,  A.  M. 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Register  for  the  probate  of  Wills  and  granting  Letters 
of  Administration  and  Recorder  of  Deeds,  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Luzerne,  when  the  ballots  being  taken  it  appeared  that  Timothy 
Pickering,  Esquire,  was  duly  elected. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  8HALLUS,  A&'t  Clerk. 


John  Franklin  to  Dr.  Josspn  Hamilton,  1786.   - 

Wilksbarre,  Nov'r  7, 1786. 
Dear  Doctor, 

•  I  Received  your  Paeket  by  Mr.  Batemsn  in  its  time,  also  thut 
sent  by  Doctor  Benton,  I  have  not  seen  the  one  you  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Bates,  I  have  not  time  to  give  you  an  Answer,  as  the  bearer 
Mr.  Brown,  is  waiting.  I  expect  you  have  hoard  from  here  by  Esq. 
Beach. 
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A. Meeting  of  tbe  Inhabitants  was  held  yesterday  to  hear  the  re- 
port of  the  Agents  from  Philadelphia^  and  for  other  purposes,  as 
there  has  been  no  Meeting  before,  since  oar  return,  I  send  enclosed 
a  Besolte  Respecting  the  Law  for  Erecting  a  New  County.  We 
haye  passed  a  Resolve  appointing  a  Committee  to  Act  in  Con- 
junction with  Major  Jenkins  and  myself  to  Enquire  into  the  Claims 
of  the  Settlers^  as  we  had  not  a  quorum  of  those  appointed  by  the 
Company  it  is  a  matter  that  Concerns  the  Setlers  more  immediately. 
We  have  also  Past  a  Resolve  Prohibiting  the  Exportation  of  grain 
from  this  settlement.  I  have  not  time  to  copy  them^  but  will  send 
them  the  first  opportunity. 

That  old  Traitor  Smith,  made  his  appearance  at  the  meeting,  I 
hare  not  seen  him  these  4  months  before — he  urged  a  Petition  to  the 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  and  would  give  up  our  Connecticut  title 
throw  ourselves  on  the  Mercy  of  Pennsylvania,  and  pray  for  our 
improvements — however  he  had  no  influence  on  any  of  the  Meeting, 
a  Number  urged  a  Petition  for  five  miles  each  side  of  the  River,  but 
notlung  done  on  that  head — w,e  expect  another  meeting  next  Tuesday, 
I  am  not  sure  whether  the  Inhabitants  will  Petition  or  not — I  don't 
know  why  we  need  Petition  unless  we  withdraw  our  last,  as  nothing 
is  Determined  on  that — ^but  should  we  Petition  it  will  be  for  a  Certain 
Territory,  5  miles  Each  side  of  the  River,  it  is  most  likely  I  shall 
Draught  the  Petition  Qf  any  is  sent,)  you  may  depend  the  founda- 
tion shall  be  laid  in  socn  way  as  it  will  do  no  injury  to  the  Company — 
I  am  sure  the  State  Cannot,  nor  will  not  grant  us  one  foot. 

I  expect  you  have  heard  of  the  late  Deluge,  the  rain  on  the  5th 
Oef  r^  which  fell  in  about  24  hours.  Raised  the  River  about  6  feet, 
and  in  the  narrow  10  feet^  Deeper  than  ever  known,  the  small 
streams  became  mighty  Rivers^  the  Mills  are  mostly  swept  off,  and 
one  half  of  all  kind  of  food  for  man  and  Beast  is  forever  lost — even 
the  Roots  in  the  Earth  such  as  Potatoes,  turnips.  Parsnips,  &c.,  are 
mostly  Rotten  in  the  Earth.  The  greatest  part  of  the  Rain  fell  in 
the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  fifth,  the  Susq'h  River  that  was 
fordable  at  4  of  the  Clock  after  noon  was  over  the  face  of  the  Earth 
from  Mountain  to  Mountain^  at  6  o'clock  the  morning  of  6th — ^it  is 
surprising  to  see  the  Mountains  in  smallest  Runs  of  Water,  yoa 
may  see  Stones  from  three  Pounds  to  three  Tuns  Weight  Drove  to  a 
great  Distance  and  hove  up  in  heaps,  a  stone  judged  to  weigh  two 
tons  Liee  mounted  on  two  stumps  near  Tobies  Creek,  that  was  drove 
from  a  eonsiderable  distance,  a  number  of  Cattle  were  drowned^  our 
fences  all  gone,  one  man  was  Drownd  attempting  to  save  some  effects, 
but  as  I  am  in  haste  shall  say  no  more. 

I  am  your  humble  Serv't, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Brown  has  been  here  to  do  Duty  for  Col.  Wall,  but  is 
^aappotnted  about  his  land  being  laid  as  was  promised,  has  been 
here  since  the  20th  of  June. 
Direciedj—To  Doo'r  Joseph  Hamilton,  City  of  Hudson. 
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BoAKB  OF  Tbbasurt  TO  Pbks.  Franklin,  1786. 

(Circular,) 
Board  of  Treasury,  November  7th,  1786.   1 
Sir,  X 

We  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Ezoellency  copies  of 
two  Acts  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  of  the  20th 
and  2l8t  of  October  hist  The  first  act  (which  has  been  officially 
transmitted  by  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  States  it  more  immedi- 
ately relates  to)  so  fully  explains  the  object  for  which  the  enclosed 
Requisition  is  made  that  it  becomes  unnecessary  for  this  Board  to 
enter  into  any  detail  on  this  subject 

It  will  be  observed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  yon 
have  the  honor  to  preside,  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury 
are  directed  to  open  a  loan  to  the  amount  of  Five  hundred  thousand 
Dollars,  at  the  Kate  of  Six  per  Cent  per  annum,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  execution  the  act  of  the  20th  ultimo,  on  the  Credit  of 
the  within  Requisition. 

Such  is  the  state  of  Public  Credit  at  present  that  unless  the  funds 
appropriated  by  the  Several  States  for  raising  their  respective  Quotas 
of  this  special  Requisition  are  more  productive  than  the  Taxes 
which  are  too  much  depended  on  for  satisfying  their  annual  Quotas, 
there  is  little  prospect  of  our  beine  able  to  induce  Individuals  to  em- 
bark in  the  proposed  Loan,  ^e  Consequence  of  which  would 
inevitably  be  that  the  troops  proposed  to  be  raised  oould  not  bo 
provided  for  in  the  essential  articles  of  Provison  Clothing  and  Pay. 
In  which  case  they  might  prove  as  great  an  evil  as  other  wbe  tkey 
would  be  a  benefit  to  the  Union. 

It  therefore  becomes  our  Duty  to  request  the  favor  of  your  Excel- 
lency to  lay  before  the  Legislature  the  enclosed  communications  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible  that  such  measures  for  carrying  the  same 
into  effectual  execution  may  be  adopted  as  the  present  exigencies  of 
the  Union  render  indispensibly  necessary. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  Humble  Servants, 
SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
ARTHUR  LEE,* 
Indorted, 

From  the  Board  of  Treasury  enclosing  Two  aoks  of  OoDgresaof  the 
20th  &  21st,  of  Oot  last.    Nov.  17  1786,  refd.  to  the  oommee.  on 
Ways  &  meansi 
Directedy 

His  Exoellency,  The  President  of  the  Stete  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  GoL  Beo.,  XV.  p.  107. 
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CflA.  Pbttit  to  Speaker  of  Assembly,  1786. 

New  York,  8th  November,  1786. 
Bit, 

When  the  Delegates  of  Pennsjlyania  were  honoured  with  th« 
InstrDotioQB  of  the  late  House  of  Assembly  to  obtain  from  Congress 
an  order  that  the  sum  of  £32,429,15,7  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted 
by  the  State  in  the  jear  1781,  then  lying  in  the  Continental  Loan 
Office  should  be  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  and  passed  to  the 
Debit  of  the  State  in  the  General  account,  there  were  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  States  present  to  pass  such  an  order  if  they  had  beea 
so  disposed.  The  Instructions  however  being  public,  became  a  sub- 
ject of  Conversation,  and  your  Delegates  had  no  difficulty  in  dis- 
cerning that  to  make  the  application  in  Form,  even  when  Congress 
was  more  full  would  not  be  attended  with  success ;  it  was  therefore 
delayed,  or  rather  withdrawn,  for  the  motipn  was  made  &  some  Debate 
had  upon  it.  A  negotiation  was  set  on  Foot  with  the  Board  of 
Treasury  on  the  Subject,  but  the  sum  stated  not  agreeing  with  the 
amount  reported  by  the  Loan  Officer  of  that  kind  of  Money  in  his 
Hands  and  the  Board  not  having  dear  coneeptions  of  the  eiroum- 
stances  under  which  that  money  rested  in  the  Loan  Office,  they  did 
not  ehoose  to  ^ve  any  opinion  on  the  matter  'till  they  should 
receive  farther  Information. 

Mean  while  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  State'demanded  from 
the  Loan  Offioer,  390,000  Dollars  of  the  new  Emission  Mcmey  of 
March  9, 1780,  and  pursued  the  Demand  in  a  manner  that  occasioned 
minute  Enquiry  and  Investigation. 

Perceiving  however,  that  Matters  were  tending  towards  a  Con- 
test between  the  two  Officers,  lather  than  toward  accommodation, 
and  that  it  might  lead  to  a  Discussion  which  it  might  be  more  pni- 
dent  to  avoid,  I  thought  it  best,  before  an  appeal  should  be  made 
to  the  Principals  on  either  side  of  the  Question,  to  propose  a  ooq- 
ciliatoiy  Plan  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  especially  as  I  had  reason 
to  believe  they  were  taking  Measures  to  turn  into  circulation  up- 
wards of  50,000  Dollars  of  the  new  Emission  money  of  1780,  which 
is  that  Part  of  the  Money  in  dispute  which,  according  to  their  View 
of  the  Matter  they  had  a  Right  to  appropriate  &  which  I  supposed 
would  in  some  Measure  derange  the  Plan  formed  for  the  Redemption 
of  that  Species  of  Money.  The  Measures  taken  by  the  Comptroller 
seemed  to  have  created  some  Degree  of  Resentment.  I  told  them 
that  I  understood  those  Measures  to  be  entirely  his  own  without 
any  Directions  from  superior  authority,  that  without  enquiring  into 
the  Propriety  of  them,  I  wished  on  the  present  occasion  to  wave 
them  altogether,  as  I  conceived  that  the  Proposals  I  shpuld  make  if 
aeoeded,  would  supercede  and  bury  them  in  oblivion.  I  drew  up 
a  Memorandum  of  which  the  inclosed  Paper  No  1  is  a  Copy.  At 
the  same  Time  I  told  them  I  was  not  authorised  on  the  Part  of  the 
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State  to  make  the  Proposition,  it  was  therefore  not  to  be  oonsidered 
as  binding  on  them,  even  if  they  should  signify  their  willingness  to 
agree  to  it,  Hill  the  State  shonld  oloathe  it  with  Authority  on  their 
PArt.  After  some  oonversation  on  the  Ezpendiency  of  avoiding  a 
Dispute  which  might  &  probably  would  occasion  the  with  holdmg 
from  the  federal  Treasury  Payments  to  a  much  greater  amount  than 
the  Sum  they  were  aiming  to  avail  themselves  of,  they  seemed  to 
acquiesce  in  my  Opinion,  and  gave  me  reason  to  suppose  they  would 
report  in  favour  of  transferring  the  78,6 12  Dol's,  of  the  State  Money 
to  the  Debit  of  the  State  in  the  general  Account,  tho'  they  would 
not  do  it  without  an  order  from  Congress.  We  therefore  moved  a 
Resolution  to  that  Effect  which  was  referred  to  the  Board  for  Report. 
They  kept  it  under  Reference  for  several  Weeks.  The  Paper  No. 
2,  contains  a  Copy  of  the  Report  which  was  made  some  Days  ago  ; 
since  which  we  have  not  had  a  Congress. 

You  will  observe  that  the  Board  seem  to  consder  the  78^612  Dol's^ 
State  Money  as  a  good  payment  towards  the  890,000  Dollars;  but 
that,  supposing  it  to  be  otherwise,  they  do  not  mean  to  comply  with 
the  Desire  of  the  State  in  passing  it  to  the  general  Account. 
Whether  their  present  difficulties  in  Money  Matters  will  induce 
them  to  issue  it  or  not,  is  uncertain;  but  they  seem  to  conceive  they 
have  a  Right  to  do  it  at  its  depreciated  value  and  to  pass  it  to  the 
Credit  of  the  State  at  such  value  only. 

The  Schedule  (No.  8.^  affords  much  matter  for  melancholly  Re- 
flection. That  Pennsylvania  stands  foremost  in  her  exertions  to 
support  the  federal  Credit,  may  afford  some  consolation  to  her  Citi- 
zens. But  the  aggregate  of  the  Delinquindes  is  too  great  to  be 
safely  submitted  to ;  and  the  lethargy  which  generally  prevaib  in 
the  States  seems  to  threaten  a  ruinous  Increase  of  them. 

We  have  as  yet  but  six  States  represented  in  the  new  Congress. 
This  week  will  dose  the  attendanoe  of  Col.  Bayard.    I  wish  much 
to  be  relieved  even  if  it  be  but  for  a  short  Time,  t  therefore  hope 
that  at  least  two  of  my  hon'ble  Colleagues  will  shortly  appear. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
with  great  Respect,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant^  

CHA.  PETTIT. 
Indonedf 

Letter  from  Honble.  Charles  Pettit  Esqr.,  Nov.  8,  1786.     Read 
1  time  Nov.  13  1786^  Read  2  time  Nov.  14  &  refd.  to  the  comee.  on 
Ways  &  means. 
Directed^ 

The  Honble.  The  Speaker  of  the  QenL  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania 
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Mahaobks  of  Statb  Lottery  to  Council,  1786, 

State  Lottery  Office,  Nov.  lOtli,  1786. 
Hay  it  please  the  GonncO, 

About  sixteen  hundred  Tickets  of  the  third  Class  of  the  Lottery 
are  disposed  of;  near  twelve  hundred  of  which  are  absolutely  sold 
and  the  remainder  are  in  the  hands  of  persons  to  sell ;  very  few  ol 
which,  we  suppose  will  be  returned. 

We  have  assurances,  which  we  think  may  be  depended  upon  that 
above  five  hundred  Tickets  more,  will  be  purchased,  as  soon  as  a 
day  shall  be  fixed  for  drawing  this  Class. 

From  the  advantages  which  the  Scheme  presents  to  adventurers, 
in  the  third  Clsss  of  a  right  of  preemption  in  the  fourth f&nd  from 
what  we  have  experienced  in  the  sale  of  Tickets,  while  the  secoTid 
was  drawing,  it  seems  that  a  much  smaller  number  will  remain  upou 
hand  at  the  risque  of  the  State  than  in  the  proceeding  Class. 

We  therefore  beg  leave  to  offer  it  as  our  opinion  that  if  your 
Honorable  Board  should  be  pleased  to  fix  a  day  for  the  drawing  to 
commence  sometime  in  the  first  week  of  January  next,  that  a  con- 
siderable number  of  Tickets  will  be  disposed  of  by  that  time,  and 
safficient  notice  afforded  to  those  who  may  incline  to  beeome  Advear 
turers. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  the  greatest  respect. 

May  it  please  the  Council, 
Their  most  obedient 

Humble  Servants, 

B.  Duller, 

MATTH.  CLARKSON. 


Bam'l  Caldwell  akb  John  Barclay  to   Chablbs  Bid- 
DLi,  BsQ.,— -Hog  Island— 1786. 

PhUad%  14th  Novr,  1786. 
Sir, 

Since  we  had  the  honor  of  waiting  on  you  yesterday,  we  have 
oooTersed  with  the  Att'y  Genaral  on  Uie  subject  of  Hog  Island,  one 
kondred  &  five  Acres  whereof,  under  Bank,  Mr.  Thomas  Barolay 
Claims,  onder  a  Public  Sale  made  by  the  Agents  for  forfeited  Setates 
on  the  20th  day  of  Jnne,  1780,  having  been  sold  in  fee  simple,  as 
the  Estate  of  Joseph  Galloway,  forfeited  by  his  Attainder,  &  for 
which  a  Deed  of  Conveyanoe  was  granted  to  Sam'l  Caldwell  by  the 
laie  President  Moore,  in  the  year  1782,  the  whole  Purchase  money 
having  been  paid  &  secured  agreeably  to  the  Terms  of  Sale  proposed 
St  the  PoUio  Vendue. 
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The  posBesaioa  of  the  Premises  hath  been  with-held  fronr  Mr. 
Barolaj,  (who  purchased  from  Sam'l  Caldwell)  bj  Keasoa  of  Col. 
Proctor  &  others,  whotook  forcible  Possession  &  lays  Claim  to  the 
whole  Island,  under  some  old  Rights  supposed  to  be  derived  from 
the  Natives  or  the  Duke  of  York,  and  Contending  that  this  Island 
was  no  part  of  Pennsylvania,  &o. 

The  Attorney  General  expects  to  be  powerfully  Opposed  on  the 
T^yal,  which  he  has  been  order'd  to  Institute,  as  a  Number  of  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  first  Abilitys  in  the  Law  are  engaged  on  the  other 
side ;  He  says  that  the  trial  will  necessarily  lead  into  questions  of 

g-eart  intncacy  &  importance,  and  a  deep  historical  research  into  the 
riginal  Settlement  of  the  Province,  &  the  Extant  of  the  two  Char- 
ters ;  and  as  the  property  of  the  whole  Island  is  involved  in  the 
auestion,  he  doubts  not  but  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  will  see 
lie  propriety  of  allowing  him  such  assistance  as  they  may  think  the 
magnitude  &  difficulty  of  the  Case  may  require.  He  says  it  has 
been  customary  on  those  Occasions,  to  employ  the  Att'y  General  & 
one  Counsel  at  least,  &  sometimes  two  assistants. 

We  beg  leave,  Sir,  to  request  that  you  will  lay  this  Matter 
before  Council  as  soon  as  may  be  Convenient,  that  measures  may  be 
taken  early  to  secure  success  in  a  Cause  of  so  mnch  Consequence,  as 
well  to  the  Public  as  to  the  Purchaser,  who  has  already  suffered 
great  Injury  in  his  property  by  Delay. 

We  are,  with  great  Respeet  &  Esteem, 
Y'  very  Hble.  8erv»», 

SAM'L  CALDWELL,* 
JXrecUd,  JOHN  BARCLAY. 

The  Honorable  Charles  Biddle,  Esqr. 

r  '      ■ 

JoHisr  Nicholson  to  Council,  1786. 

Compt.  General's  office,  Nov.  15, 1786. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  that  the  papers  of  this  office  have  so  in^ 
creased  that  in  addition  to  the  two  rooms  I  now  possess  more  room 
hath  become  necessary,  the  room  over  the  Rolls  office  is  occupied 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office,  who  attend  I  believe  now  twice  « 
week.  There  was  a  communication  formerly  between  this  room  and 
the  office  up-stairs,  and  this  door  oonld  readily  be  opened  again  ; 
this  would  enlarge  my  office  and  be  very  oonvenient ;  if  the  Tms* 
tees  eonld  be  equally  well  accommodated  elsewhere  in  the  Stale 
House. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  high  respect,  Sir, 
your  most  obdt  Servt., 
Direded^  JOHN  NICHOLSON. 

The  Honble  the  Vice  Presid.,  in  ConnoiL 
'   ♦  See  Vol.  IX,  pp.  252.  620,— &  Vol.  X.,  p.  185-~ab0  9e6  Ck>l.Keo.,  VoU 
XV.,  p.  116. 
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Edward  Bhxppsv  to  Ooukgil,  1786. 

Maj  it  please  his  Ezoellenoy  the  Preaideat,  and  Ae  HoaoKabte  tiie 
Sapceme  Exeoative  Goanoil. 

HaTing  the  Honor  of  an  appointment  and  Commission  from  thid 
HoQonrable  Council  as  President  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleaa 
fbr  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  being  since  elected  and  com-' 
missioned  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  same  County,  I  find  by 
aboye  a  years  Experience  in  the  latter  office,  that  if  executed  with 
tiie  proper  Cate  and  Acti^ty,  it  would  greatly  interfere  with  and 
entrench  upon  the  time  necessary  for  the  due  Execution  of  the 
former  more  important  office ;  I  therefore  request  this  Honorable 
Council  will  aooept  my  resignation  of  the  aaid  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  as  well  as  of  my  Commissions  as  President  of  the  Courts 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  said  City  and  County. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 
Your  Exoellenoy's  and 
your  Honors  most 

obedient  hble.  Senr'fc, 

EDW'D  SHIPPEN  * 
Philadelphia,  20th  Nov.,  1786. 
Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency,  the  President  and  the  Honorable  the  Sap* 
\  fixecatiye  Council. 


Pboposals  or  John  Skinkbb  70k  a  Road,  1786. 

The  proposals  of  John  Skinner  to  His  Excellency  the  Oovemor  ft 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  for 
making  a  part  of  the  Commonwealth's  Bead.  , 

If  it  please  your  Honors  to  confirm  the  Commonwealth's  Road  as 
kid  oat  from  Shippensbarff  thro'  Clark's  Gap,  or  otherwise,  through 
the  said  G^  to  the  burned  Cabins,  the  abovesaid  Skinner  will  un- 
dertake to  make  the  said  Road  good  and  sufficient  for  a  Waggon  and 
firor  good  Horses  to  draw  twenty  hundred  weight  across  the  moun- 
tains either  ways,  that  is  from  the  East  side  of  Clark's  Gap  to  the 
said  Cabins,  for  six  hundred  pounds  in  €k)ld  or  Silver  or  Current 
Honey  mih  the  Merchants  of  the  said  Commonwealth  on  the  fol- 
lowing Terms,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  Road  shall  be  tlrelve  feet 
wide  on  the  sides  of  the  Hills  or  amons  the  Rocks,  and  not  less 
than  twenty  feet  wide  on  the  other  ground,  and  room  shall  be  made 

*  See  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  120, 128. 
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for  cot  less  than  three  waffgoms  to  draw  off  to  the  one  side  in  the 
narrow  places,  at  a  oonvenient  distance  for  others  to  pasd'by  and  the 
waters  to  ran  next  to  the  Hill  side  of  the  Road,  the  whole  to  be 
done  by  the  25th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eiehty-seven  or  sooner  if  the  weather  permit  to  Work } 

{irovided  that  the  said  Skinner  be  allowed  a  discretionary  power 
0  vary  on  either  side  of  the  Road,  so  as  to  get  a  Convenient 
ground  for  a  good  Road,  saving  the  distance  as  nearly  as  possible, 
and  he  be  supplied  with  one-third  or  more  of  the  Money  this  fall, 
80  as  to  be  able  to  get  in  beef  and  Pork  this  Season,  and  another 
third  when  the  work  is  half  done,  and  th^  remuning  third  when  the 
Road  is  done  and  finished  as  above 
Philadelphia,  November  2l8t,  1786. 
Signed. 

A  Copy. 
Dlrededi 
J.  Armstrong,  jr. 


JOHN  SKINNER.* 


Gnmberland  County,  Nov.  16, 1786. 
To  His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive    Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of   Penn- 
sylvania. 
Sir, 

We  being  informed  by  John  Skinner  thai  he  intends  laying  in 
before  the  Honorable  Executive  Council,  proposals  for  opening  and 
making  a  part  of  the  new  Public  Road  laid  out  from  Millers  Spring 
to  Fort  Pitt  by  way  of  Clark's  Gap.  From  our  acquaintance  with 
the  said  Skinner  we  believe  him  to  be  a  person  well  qualified  for  the 
said  undertaking;  and  should  your  Honors  think  it  proper  to 
appoint  and  agree  with  the  said  John  Skinner  to  dear,  make  and 
open  any  part  of  the  said  Road — We  will  bind  ourselves  as  His 
security  for  his  fulfilling  any  Contract  that  he  may  enter  into  re- 
ajpectio^  the  same. 

with  all  due  respect, 

we  are  your  Excellences 

obed't  Humble  Servants, 
signed,    ROBERT  PEEBLES. 

FRANCIS  CAMPBELL. 
DANIEL  DUNCAN. 
WILLIAM  BARR. 
WILLIAM  RIPPEr. 
A  Copy. 
Directed^ 
J.  Armstrong,  Jr. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  121,  822. 
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Pjus.  Faabklin  to  Gov.  Livingston  op  N*  J.,  1786. 

The  Wardens  of  this  port  haviog  purohaaed  a  small  lott  of  n onnd 
OD  Cape  May,  have  it  in  intention  to  eieot  an  additional  Beaooa 
there.  As  this  measure  promiees  to  contribute  to  the  greater 
leearity  of  all  vesacis  falling  within  the  channel  of  the  Delaware^  I 
woidd  beg  leave  to  request,  that  some  act  would  pass  your  Legis* 
latere  as  early  as  possible  for  securing  this  &  the  buoys  &  Beaoons 
in  the  Bay  of  Delaware  from  all  such  injury  as  they  may  be  liable 
to  fifom  misoheivous  or  ill  disposed  persons. 
I  am^  Sir,  your  Ezoellency's 

most  obedient  humble  servanti 

BENJ.  FRANKLIN. 

November  25, 1786. 
Dirtctedf 
His  Excellency,  Governor  Livingstone. 


Su&vBtoa  Gknbbal  to  Pebs.  F&anelin,  1786. 

To  His  Excellency,  the  Preeid't  &  CouneiL 
I  Beg  leave  to  Inform  your  Hon'ble  Board  that  I  have  received 
upwards  of  Two  hundred  additional  Betums  of  the  lands  in  the 
District  of  Daniel  Leet — vis.,  No.  2,  in  the  Depreciation  Lands— A 
Plan  of  which  I  herewith  send  you,  and  am 
Gentn.  your  most  obed't 

&  very  H'ble  Serv't, 

JN(X  LUKENS,  a  0. 
8nr.  OenL  Office,  25th  Nov.,  1786. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  Benj.  Franklin,  Esq'r,  Presid't.    Present. 


JOSBPH   SpRAGUB  to   COUNCIL,   1786. 

To  the  Honurebel  Exitive  Oonsill  of  the  Comon  Walth  of  Penel* 
venia — Gentlemen : — ^The  present  Suroomstanoes  of  this  Place  Stops 
the  math  of  Every  one  that  is  a  friend  to  goverment ;  know  one 
Dare  to  Say  one  word  in  behalf  of  goverment,  or  mutch  mors  to 
Inform  goverment,  as  he  would  amedely  fail  a  Saearifice  to  Lawes 
and  arbitftary  Power;  for  this  Beseon  thar  is  many  good  Siteien  is 
this  place  that  Dsre  not  speare  in  the  behealf  of  goverment,  bat  ans 
Vol  XL— 5 
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oMiged  to  be  Silent  and  mute.  The  Neatarel  Oblation  that  Every 
Good^teien  ia  nnder  hf  hia  Oath  of  alegen.  to  this  Coaimonwattb^ 
moat,  or  ortghy  to  oblige  him  to  Inform  Ooyerment  of  all  and  Every 
aperent  Daneer.  The  True  State  of  afarea  here  at  Wyoming,  is  in 
iM  a  total  Kejeotion  of  goversaent^  and  are  at  ^is  time  forming 
and  modeling  a  new  form  ^  goverment  ameung  t^em  Selves,  and  do 
aet  and  in  Every  Beapeot  Independent  of  this  or  any  other  Stats  | 
formed  C<Mrta  for  the  Admlniatration  of  Sivel  Caaea  and  Detaining 
of  Disptttea  in  all  Land  Oases,  Gonfistieatlon  of  Land  and  Tenemeot 
to  thar  own'  yonce.  Last  mundy  fomai  ago,  the  Inhahatano  wens 
OaHed  to  ga&er,  and  at  that  meting  as  a  body  Yotod,  and  Ingagsd 
to  throw  of  all  alienee  on  this  State,  and  to  make  a  form  of  gover* 
ment  for  them  Selves.  This  meetioff  hm  been  hild  3  times  since  by 
agreement ;  thar  is  A  Considerbal  Komber  of  our  Inhabatance  that 
have  Not  Sooheated  with  them  at  this  meting,  but  thay  Dare  not 
opose  them,  and  I  believe  Dare  not  inform  goverment ;  thay  are 
very  Biase  in  Deviding  the  Country  to  thare  New  Levey,  or  half 
Shear  men,  as  they  olall  them,  how  are  to  hold  arms  3  year  aganst 
Pencelvenea,  for  witch  Reson  thej  be  Com  Intiteled  to  the  Devedent 
Part  of  the  Country. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  Pat  my  Lifo  jn  my  hand,  and  Venter  the 
Conoequenc  that  I  am  Exposed  to  be  informing  goverment ;  if  gov- 
erment will  Inquire  of  thos  Pasons  that  are  unprejudiced  it  will 
be  enformed  of  the  Truth  of  wot  I  have  wrote. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  your  moat  obedent  and  humble  Sarvent, 

JOSEPH  SPJEIAGUE. 

Wioming,  Novbm'r,  25  day,  1786. 

To  the  Honnerbol  Ezative  Counsel  of  the  Common  Waltb  of 
Pensalvenia  at  Philadalphia. 


John  FbankitIK  to  Dr.  Josbph  Hamilton,  1786« 

Wyoming,  Novbr.  25, 1786. 
D'  Doctor, 

I  have  not  much  News  to  write — ^We  have  not  heard  from  Ph3a- 
delphia.  Since  their  last  sitting  we  have  sent  nothing  to  them, 
Conclude  to  have  them  work  over  the  old  Petitions,  as  I  Informed 
yon  before,  we  appointed  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  claims  of 
the  settlers;  that  is  to  act  in  conjunction  with  Major  Jenkins  and 
nlyaelf—We  have  last  Wednesday  Determined  a  Dispute  between 
OUnnera  to  the  Town  of  Putnam  on  Tankhaonack — I  believe  gava- 
satisiisotion  to  almost  every  one,  we  found  land  enough  in  the  towa 
for  every  one  that  could  prove  himself  a  Proprietor. 

I  have  spent  part  of  two  Days  with  Doot.  Senton  and  the  Gentle- 
men with  him,  hsve  made  out  grants  folr  4  towns  also  six  Pitches  to 
the  Doctor  and  five  to  Capt  ]^tle^  also  sold  a  whole  share  to  Mr. 
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Loop,  be  is  to  send  some  money  by  you  to  mo  at  tbe  Snsqb.  meeting 
— ^I  have  gaye  My.  Loop  a  Rfgbt  in  a  Towir  at  8ta«dmg  stone. 

Doet.  i^nton  was  deficient  in  not  hayiDg,  his  certificates  he  could 
not  UXI  who  the  Preprtetora  were,  the  grants  are  made  on  Conditions 
of  Producing  Certificates,  ftc,  in  Every  Grant  it  is  necessary  to  hare 
a  GMi^ele  lisl  ef  the  Proprietors  a  Certifioate  under  the  hand  of 
the  Clerk  or  one  of  the  Com.,  that  such  are  Proprietors,  and  ^xea 
Prid  ^  avffioient  but  it  is  best  that  fivery  Oar tffioato  be  endorsed 
with  the  entry  on  ^  baek — the  Doet.  can  inform  you. 

I  bav9  maide  Enquiry  Bespecting  Cspt.  Strong  and  the  Haga« 
boom  settlors;  Esqr.  Oore  Informs  me  that  the  only  settleia  tney 
have  are  one  Newel  and  son  that  liye  In  the  town  but  are  soon  to 
Remove  to  Choconote,  one  AoMy  lives  oo  Wasox  Creek,  but  says 
he  ia  not  a  settler  for  them— there  is  one  Vaughn  in  Kingston  holds 
himself  a  settler  for  Strong — Jonathn.  Davis  living  at  Lackawana 
has  talked  of  being  a  setler  but  is  uncertain — the  fact  is  this  the 
Hogabooms  have  not  a  metier  and  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  Strong 
baa  any,  the  Town  of  Wasez  will  be  taken  up  soon  by  other  Pkt>< 
prietora.  I  would  send  some  of  our  Resolve  of  our  meeting,  hut 
have  not  time,  we  have  a  meeting  this  Day  Bespecting  adopting  a 
mode  for  the  Recovery  of  Debts. 

I  am  your  humble  servH, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 
Dxreeied, 

Doet.  Joeeph  Hamilton,  Hudson. 

Hon'd  by  Doet.  Benton. 


R.  B.  Pink  to  Council,  1786. 

28th  Novem'r,  1786. 

Eighth  Street  near  Market  Street. 
Gentlemen, 

The  late  honourable  President  was  pleased  to  honour  mo,  by 
obtaining  permission  from  tbe  honourable  Council  to  make  use  of 
the  unemplov'd  assembly  Room,  since  when  the  honourable  assembly 
have  concurd  in  that  indulgence. 

I  haye  now  built  an  appartment  sufficient  for  finishing  the  Picturea 
intended  to  represent  the  most  Noble  Scenes  in  the  late  Revolution, 
and  allso,  (as  farr  as  in  my  power,)  to  transmit  to  Posterity  a 
&ithfull  similitude  of  the  distinguiahM  Charaeters  in  those  Heroio 
Transactions.  I  therefore,  with  a  grateful  sense  of  tbe  honour  and 
Patronage  afforded  me,  must  ever  remain, 

Gentlemen,  your  oblig'd 

and  obt  humble  serVt, 

B.B.PINS. 
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GOVERNOE  OP  GsOftGU  TO  Y.  P.  BiDPLB,  1786. 

AQguBte,  OeorgUy  38  November,  1786. 
Sir, 

Tbe  despatohes  from  your  honor  dated  the  12  April  laat  oeae  fto 
band  the  25  S^t'r  by  means  of  tbe  great  detoDtion  Mrieiog  on  it,  as 
^ell  as  others  of  a  similar  nature,  the  Legislatiire  had  adjobnied 
previous  to  the  reoeipt  thereof.  Tour  Gommunioatioii  with  ita 
molosaree  will  be.  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  at  thair  next 
meeting. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l^e 

your  Exoelknoy's 

mo.  Obt.  H'ble  Scrv't, 

EDWD  TELFAIR. 
Direcied, 

ihe  Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Gsq'r,  Yioe  President  State  Pen* 
sylva 


Gov.  Clinton  of  N.  Y.  to  Pkbs.  Franklin,  1786. 

New  York,  18th  Deo'r,  1786. 
Sir, 

Your  Ezoelleno/s  letter  of  the  27th  November  was  delivered  to 
me  by  the  bearer  of  it  yesterday  evening.  The  person  mentioned 
in  it  as  charged  with  having  committed  a  Felony  in  your  State  was 
apprehended  and  Committed  to  the  Gaol  of  this  City,  where  he  re- 
mained confined  until  the  rising  of  our  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
last  Saturday  night  when  he  was  discharged  by  Proclamation,  no 
Bill  having  been  exhibited  or  charge  presented  against  him  ;^  fear 
therefore  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your 
Bequest,  as  it  is  probable  the  offender  may  have  e'er  this  left  the 
State. 

VI  take  this  opportunity  to  apologize  for  not  having  before  this, 
acknowledged  the  Receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  Ist  of 
June  last;  I  was  in  the  country  when  it  was  left  at  my  house,  &  before 
I  returned,  I  was  informed  that  Ethan  Allen  had  left  the  Susque- 
hanna without  being  able  to  effect  the  object  for  which  he  went 
thither,  and  had  passed  through  this  State  into  Connecticut.  Solo- 
mon Strong,  the  other  person  mentioned  in  your  Excellency's  letter, 
came  before  the  Bcsolution  from  Connecticut  &  resided  a  short  timo 
at  Claverack  in  this  State,  but  having  been  charged  with  counter- 
feiting Dollars,  fled  from  justice  to  Wyoming  iu  your  State,  where 
I  understand  he  has  since  statedly  resided.  These  matters  I  men- 
tioned to  Col*  Bayard,  one  of  your  Delegates  which  he  promised  to 
communicate  to  your  Excellency. 
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I  haye  only  to  add  thai  shoiild  the  above  persons  or  any  ol^er  be 
goiltj  of  treasonable  praoticesi  or  other  offenoe  against  the  peace  of 
joor  Commonwealth ;  I  shall  most  ohearlaUy  oontribate  every  thing 
in  my  power  to  defeat  their  purposes  and  bring  them  to  jnstioe,  being 
disposed  to  cnltiyate  the  most  perfeet  good  nndcrstanding  between 
your  Sute  and  that  in  which  I  have  tlra  Honor  to  preside. 
I  haye  the  Honor  to  be^ 
with  Sentiments  of  the 
highest  Respect  and 
Esteem;  your  Exoellenoy's 
most  obedient  and 

▼ery  hnmble  Servt., 

GEO.  CLINTON. 
Directed, 

Hia  Sxcelleneyy  Oov'r  Franklin. 


Michael  Hahn  to  John  Nicholson,  1786. 

York  Town,  Decem'r  15th,  1786. 
Sir, 

Tonra  of  the  10th  Instant,  directed  to  the  Com'ra  of  York 
Connty,  waa  this  day  handed  to  me  by  Col.  Johnston,  and  I  am 
sonry  that  it  £dls  to  me  alone — ^as  the  other  Com'rs  are  ont  of  Town 
to  give  you  the  desired  information,  conoeming  the  distorbanee  that 
happened  ^  the  29th  day  of  Novem'r  kst.at  this  plaos }  (he  in- 
formation  yon  will  here  receive  yoa  will  please  to  regard  as  from  oiha 
Cem'r  only,  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  merely  to  Eaots  as  they 
aeemdl  to  oecnr  to  me  at  the  time  when  they  happened. 

A  Collector  of  a  neighboring  Township  had  seized  some  Property 
for  Taxes  due  who  had  been  often  told  that  no  Body  wonld  bid  for 
any  geodi  taken  in  that  way — ^therefore  thought  it  advisable  to 
remove  the  said  goods  to  this  Town — on  the  day  of  sale,  a  number 
as  I  supposed  of  about  200  men  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  Towi»- 
shipe,  came  into  Town  some  armed  with  guns,  others  with  Clubs, 
the  appearance  of  which  threatened  something  Hostile,  they  took 
Poet  before  the  House  in  which  the  goods  seia^  were  Lodged,  they 
were  wait^  on  by  the  magistrates  and  other  Citysens  of  this  place, 
to  know  the  reason  of  their  assembling  in  that  manner,  said  that 
they  were  oome  to  attend  the  sale  of  the  Collectors,  being  told  that, 
that  waa  a  very  unusual  way  going  as  they  said,  to  attend  the 
GoUeetors  sale,  being  armed  in  that  manner,  and  advised  them 
immediately  to  disperse,  that  the  consequences  (if  that  was  theii;^ 
intention)  to  obstruct  the  ezeontion  of  the  Laws,  might  prove  Fatal 
to  some  of  them,  which  had  no  Effect  and  as  this  happened  at  a 
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fttin«  <tf  am  Otphta  Ccnrt,  when  fire  or  six  Juitiieff  were  lo  Towo, 
who  me^  oa  tkia  Bnsmets,  faaring  taken  to  their  aseistenee  the  state 
attomej  of  thij  plaO;  who  were  uoMiiaioue  of  optQion  that  eooie  whe 
tiuy  then  thoaght  were  the  Priooipaii  of  the  dittarbaBoe,  should  be 
taken  iato  Cuatity,  a  Wanr't  was  aeoordiiigly  issued  k  Direoted  to 
the  Sheriff,  aad  all  those  that  were  then  Darned  taken,  &  Boond  to 
the  Peaoe,  and  to  answer  such  other  ehargea  as  nay  be  aledged 
against  them  at  onr  next  sessions — when  this  was  done  the  CoUeotor 
was  ordered  to  Proceed  with  his  sale,  thinking  that  all  was  over — 
but  when  the  Cryer  was  Crying  a  Cow,  he  was  intermpted,  and  the 
Oow  was  taken  &  led  away  by  fbroe,  on  which  a  number  of  Gitysens 
interfered  to  support  the  Sale,  and  to  apprehend  the  ofenders,  which 
has  by  a  spiritted  exertion  been  effected,  and  the  ofenders  also 
boood  to  the  Peace,  after  which  a  fair  and  implicit  submition  by  the 
Bioters  was  made,  with  assurance  that  the  cow  which  had  been 
rescued  should  be  brought  back  and  delivered  to  the  CoU'r 
which  was  accordingly  Performed,  after  which  the  sale  went  oa  un- 
disturbed. 

The  greater  'part  of  the  insurgents  concerned  appear  to  be  very 
sorry,  and  in  my  opinion  the  Persons  who  were  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
whole  are  yet  undiscovered,  a  number  of  them  are  men  who  have 
bore  good  moral  Garreotors,  and  of  considerable  Propperty,  but  very 
litde  informed,  all  has  since  remained  Quied,  but  have  been  in- 
formed that  at  two  other  places  goods  were  offered  for  sale  by  Gorra 
bat  not  a  Bid  was  obtained  from  any  that  attended — this  disorder  I 
in  nearly  warranted  to  say  b  beoome  epidemic,  the  infection  of  wbiofa 
ktts  spread  itself  ftom  the  eastward  k  therefore  ought  to  be  oansionalj 
as  well  aa  sptrittedly  treated. — My  next  I  shall  write  mere  M\y  k 
shall  attempt  to  Point  out  some  expedients  by  which  this  threatli* 
enlng  evil  might  be  removed— am  mean  wile 
with  due  regard 

your  obedient  k  Humble  sePt, 

MICH.  HAHW. 

Note.~I  read  this  letter  to  Mr.  Hay  whioh  he  says  is  aU  he  eomU 
■sy  on  this  subject. 
^tteiedf 

John  Nicholson,  Esq'r,  Comptroller  Oenl.,  Philadelphia. 
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Wardens  to  Council,  1786. 

Wardens'  Office,  Deoem'r  15, 1786. 
Geotlemeiiy 

Having  this  Day,  reoeived  the  Information  contained  in  the  in- 
c]oaed  letter,  we  think  it  oar  Dntj  to  communicate  it  to  yon,  with^ 
oat  Delay,  &  are,  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  mo.  obod  Hum.  serv'ts, 

NATH.  FALCONER, 
JOHN  HAZEiLWOOD, 
JOS.  BULLOCK. 
Directed, 

Hm  Ezoelleney  the  President  ft  The  Hon'ble  Sonreme  £iseetUiye 
Coondl. 


Thos.  Moore  to  Council,  1786. 

Philada.,  Dec  16, 1786. 
Gentlemen, 

At  the  particalar  Request  of  Thomas  Gonarroe,  who  is  now  em- 
ployed by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  erecting  Piers  at  Marcus 
Hook,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  from  the  present  position  of 
a  Spanish  Frigate,  he  (Mr.  Conarroe,)  is  greatly  apprehensive  much 
Injury  may  be  done  to  the  Piers  unless  speedy  Instraotions  should 
eompel  the  Commander  to  take  a  different  station.  The  great 
Quantity  of  Ice  in  the  Ddaware  foroing  itself  against  the  stem  of 
the  Frigate,  which  in  her  present  situation  is  Ten  or  Fifteen  Feet 
witfaottC  the  Pier  ft  her  moorings  made  fast  to  the  Ties  of  the  same 
(still  in  an  unfinished  state,)  gives  great  Cause  of  vntaaness,  lest 
the  work  may  give  way. 

Mr.  Conarroe  has  represented  the  dangerous  Consequences  to  the 
Captain,  without  Effect,  and  he  conceives  it  a  Duty  to  afford  the 
Wardens  the  earliest  Information  on  the  subject,  that  they  msjf 
pursue  such  Measures,  as  they  may  judge  proper  and  necessary. 
I  am  Oent'n 

your  mo.  ob.  Serv't, 

THOS.  MOORE. 
Directed, 

The  Waidens  of  the  Port. 
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Pkbs.  Franklin  to  Wardens,  1786. 

(Copy.) 

PhUadelphia,  Dec.  16, 1786. 
Gentlemen, 

When  joa  arrive  at  Marcus  Hook  yon  will  deliver  tLe  Letter  to 
the  Captain  of  tne  Spanisji  Man  of  War ;  and  having  viewed  the 
Situation  of  the  Ship  and  the  Piera,  you  will  respectfully  offer  him 
your  Opinion  and  Advice,  on  the  best  means  of  securing  her  from 
Damage  by  the  Driving  Ice,  in  Writine  if  he  desires  it ;  and  afford 
every  Assistance  you  can  procure,  for  the  Ezpence  of  which,  (if  he 
does  not  pay  it)  you  will  be  indemnifyed  here. 

If  you  find  the  Piers  likely  to  be  damaged  in  Case  of  his  Refusal 
to  follow  your  Counseli  you  will  likewise  represent  that  to  him  in 
writing,  to  be  made  use  of  hereafter  in  support  of  a  Complaint  to 
his  Court,  -and  Demand  of  Satisfaction,  if  such  a  Step  should  be 
thought  proper.  And  you  will  take  such  prudent  Steps  as  shall 
ooonr  to  you  for  preventing,  as  far  as  possible,  or  lessening  such 
Damages. 

Tou  will  also  enquire  into  the  Truth  of  the  Reports  of  Injuries 
done  by  his  People  to  the  Inhabitants ;  and  if  you  find  them  true, 
acquaint  him  with  them,  expressing  at  the  same  time  your  Persua- 
sion that  he  will  take  Measures  to  prevent  such  Injuries  for  the 
future. 

With  sincere  Regard, 

I  am,  Gentleman, 

Xour  humble  Servant, 

(Signed,)  B.  FRANKLIN. 


PRES.  Franklin  to   Commander  op  Spanish  Frigate, 

1786. 

Copy. 

Philada.,  Dec.  16, 1786. 
Honourable  Sir, 

The  Council  having  received  Information  that  the  Ship  under 
your  Command  lies  in  a  dangerous  Situation,  exposed  to  be  much 
injured  if  not  destroy'd  by  the  Violence  of  the  driving  Ice,  have 
thought  that  not  only  the  Duty  of  Hospitality  towards  Strangers  in 
our  Port,  but  the  just  Regard  due  from  us  to  the  excellent  Prince, 
your  Sovereign,  and  the  good  Friend  of  these  States,  required  of  na 
to  afford  every  Assistance  in  our  Power  for  her  Preservation.     And 
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apfleheiidiiig  thai  posnUy  your  People,  acoasfomM  to  wanner 
Climatefl,  may  not  be  so  w^  aoquaiilted  with  the  Force  ft  miaehie- 
▼oua  Sffecta  of  loe,  and  the  Methods  of  yarding  against  it.  We 
imA  «d  yoit  two  rf  the  Warden^of  the  Pott,  M^n  of  E'ipefiwee  Mid 
Knowledge  in  sndh  HaiteiBy  on-whOBe- Ad^ee  yon  may  rely,  and 
who  have  Authority  to  obtain  such  Aid  from  the  Inhabwtots^  tf  «^ 
should  be  wantedji  as  may  en^lQ  thev  to  put  her  ia  a  Position  ,of 
the  greatest  possible  Safety.  Wishing  you  every  kind  of  Prosperity^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Honorable  8ir| 

Your  most  obedient 

ft  most  humble  Servant, 

Signed^  B.  FRANKLIK,  Tm^t. 


WaIBIVS  f 0  OoUCMAHDitK  07  SPAHIBH  FSTOAfBy  1X96. 

MsreuB  Bock,  D^&m.  ITIh,  I7B9. 
HoMtea  ooTi 

By  the  Beqtiesf  of  the  President  Si  Gouneil  we  have  repaired  to' 
this  Place  to  give  you  any  Asdlstanoe  ft  Adtiee  itt  our  Power  for  the 
Safety  of  your  Ship,  as  the  Winter  setting  in  sooner  than  common, 
with  a  very  severe  Frost,  which  filW  the  RiYor  suddenly  with  Joe, 
and  fearing  as  you  are  Strangers  ft- unacquainted  vrith  the  dangerous 
Situation  that  Ships  are  thrown  into  by  the  Violence  of  Uie  lee  in 
this  River.  Therefore  it  is  our  Opinion  ft  Necessary  there  should 
be  an  Anchor  ft  Cable  got  out  from  the  Bows  of  the  Ship  to  the 
Shore,  in  Order  to  support  the  Post  ft  Fasts  that  are  now  out  to 
keep  the  Bhip  from  g(Hng  off  the  Bank,  and  tfiat  we  also  lecommend 
some  of  the  Guns  may  be  run  over,  in  Order  to  list  the  Ship  in 
towards  the  Wharf,  and  that  there  be  some  Spars  got  ready  pointed 
ft  drove  dbwn,  on  her  Starboard  Quarter,  Then,  we  are  of  Opinion, 
the  Ship  will  remain  perfectly  safe.  We  do  find  that  every  Pre- 
eantioa  nas  been  taken  ft  done  by  the  Commandant  ft  Officers  That 
poaaibly  could  have  been  done  for  the  Safety  of  the  Ship,  and  she  is 
new  in  the  safiMt  Place  she  could  begot  into  in  this  River.  We 
wish  to  recommend  to  the  Commandant  to  pay  Respect  to  the  Advice 
of  his  Pilot,  as  he  is  a  Man  well  qualified  ft  appointed  by  us,  and 
we  hope  that  the  Commandant  will  keep  his  Men  from  doing  any 
Injury  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Place. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
Tour  most  obedient 

ft  very  Humble  Servants, 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD, 
NATH.  FALCONER. 
(Copy.) 
Commandant  of  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty's  Frigate  Loretto. 
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CouMASpMVk  09  Spanish  FiuoATa  xo  Vbmb*  Vsj^miu^ 

1786. 

Tiwdatioii  ^  the  SpMiish  Letier  fiom  the  Captaia  of  the  Ham  of 

War  to  the  Resident. 
Smlleat  Sir, 

I  Tcoeived  the  very  polite  Letter  which  your  Ezcellenoy,  in  the 
Name  of  the  Goanoil,  was  pleased  to  write  to  me,  on  heing  informed 
that  the  Frigate  I  command  lay  in  a  dangerens  Situation  from  the 
Violence  of  the  lee ;  and  am  eztreamly  thankful  for  the  obliging 
Ezpressiona  of  your  Ezoellency's  Desire  to  preserve  her,  in  affording 
any  necessary  Assistance.  I  beg  that  your  Excellency  would  have 
the  Ooodaees  to  acquaint  the  Council  with  what  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments I  received  the  kind  Offer^  of  which  the  two  Captains  of 
the  Port  will  inform  yon;  and  that  I  find  myself  under  the  pleasing 
Ob)igat|Dn  of  aequaintiag  immediately  the  King,  vg  Maite,  with 
so  friendly  an  Act  of  these  States. 

Qod  f  reserre  your  Ezeellenoy  many  Years.    On  board  the  Frigate 
N.  S.  De  Loreto,  at  Anchor  in  the  Delaware,  now  secured  in  one  of 
tjb^  Aloles  at  Marcus  Hook,  this  17feh  of  December,  1786* 
Exo't  Sir,  from  your  most  obliged  &o.,  &e., 
(Signed,)       THOMAS  DE  UGARTE  T  LIANES. 

His  Exo*y,  B.  Franklin,  Prea't. 


Wm.  HooEsa  Smith,  &g.,  to  V.  P.  Bwvh^  1786.    . 

Hon.  Sir; 

We,  The  Under  Signers,  Distrest  Inhabitante  of  Wioming,  Hope 
That  fay  our  former  Conduct  we  have  Sh'wd  To  Governent  oi^r 
Loyalty  &  attachment;  we  fear  That  There  Is  a  Number  of  men  lit- 
This  Settlement  who  Desigce  opposition  To  Goverment ;  if  Thia 
Should  be  The  Case,  &  matters  Should  Come  To  an  open  finptsro, 
we  beg  That  jour  Honor  will  be  an  advooate  for  Us  To  Oovermenty 
That  we  may  Not  Suffer  with  The  Disobediant  &  Rebellions'— Toa 
may  Boly  on  our  ataohment,  &  No  one  Thing  will  make  Ua  mom 
Happy  Than  To  Imbrace  your  Laws  &  Glorioofl  Constitution,  which 
wo  will  Do  when  Ever  Thay  Shall  be  pffered  To  Us — we  Look  on 
our  Selves  bound  by  Every  Sacred  Tye  To  Goverment,  &  will  Not 
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Seoead  firepi  wbftt  W9  bave}  ai|4  Still  Pro£a%  j^famolj,  ataoiuiieiii  TqI 
Goverment. 

Hon"  Sir,  wo  are, 

with  The  Ovateat  Esteme, 

jour  most  obd't,  Humble  Serv't^ 
WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 
SAMUEL  HOUER, 
ABRAHAM  WESTBROEK. 

Wioming,  Beer.  18**,  1786. 

P.  S. — A  fae  of  The  Honest  meaning  InhaUtanta  Haye  Soot  Tq 
The  assembly. 

Directed  J 

Charles  Biddle,  Eaqr.,  Tice  President  of  The  Supreme  fizeoutivo 
Council  of  Penajlvania  at  Philadelp*. . 
Pr.  &Tor  of  Mr.  Guitze.  i 


Mebcantilb  Societt  of  Philadelphia  to  CotJKctL^  1786. 

To  Hia  Bzoellency  the  President  the  Honorable  theViee  PreaidenC, 
and  Suiweiiio  Ezeeutive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pentt^- 
aylvania. 

The  Mercantile  Society  of  Philadelphia^  impressed  with  a  lively 
aenae  of  the  otdigationSy  they  are  under  to  your  Honorable  Body, 
for  the  encouragement  you  have  given  thera  by  granting  the 
privilege  of  meeting  in  your  Committee-Room,  present  vou  their 
most  grateful  aoknowledgementa  for  the  same,  and  hope  n>r  a  con- 
tinuance of  that  patronage  which  you  have  so  liberally  bestowed  on 
their  juvenile  undertaking.  ,The  Society  will  always  be  happy  to 
give  aatis&ction  to  the  Honorable  Counoil;  and  study  to  merit  their 
cent  nuance  and  approbation. 

By  order  of  the  Mercantile  Society,   . 

HTJ.  COLHOUN, 
Sec'y. 
Philadelphia,  December  21, 1786. 


V.  P.  BiDDLB  TO  Committee  op  Absbmblt,  1786. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  December  29lb,  1786. 
Sir, 

We  have  held  the  subject  of  our  late  conference  under  oonaiderap 
ttoo^  and  are  of  opbion  tlwt  the  beat  directory  for  determining  the 
immediate  compensation  A  bo  made  to  Colonel  Mentagea  will  be  ih« 
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\nA(mi  0Opy  of  oor  instnictioni,  and  Us  own  report  of  lln  pro- 
oeediogs  under  them. 

lamiSir^ 

your  moet  oledient  humble  eerrant, 
Directed^  CHAS.  BIDDLB,  V.  P. 

George  Cljmer,  EsqV,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Aae'y. 


Estimate  fob  1787. 

An  Estimate  for  1787  of  the  necessary  stores,  &c.,  for  extending 
the  Line  of  the  Northern  Boundary  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvaniag 

TIE., 


20  floiKS  k  Fiok  aaddles,  20 

I  Box  of  Prunes. 

Bells. 

1  Hhd.  SpiritB. 

10  BbU.  of  Pork. 

20  Oairns  Wine. 

•  80  ^BbU.  of  Flour. 

10  Gall'ns  F.  Brandj. 

200  of  Loaf  Sugar. 

2  Oall'DsLimeJuoe. 

60  1b.  of  Coffee. 

SO  lb.  Soap; 

8  lb.  of  Tea. 

50  lb.  Candles.  ' 

16  lb.  Cliooolate. 

10  Gall'ns  Vinegkr. 

«0  lb.  CheoM. 

28  lb.  Sootch  Barley. 

8  Dos'n  neatB  Tongues. 

14  lb.  Rice. 

3  lb.  of  Pepper  & 

OBotdea 

4  Bushels  Salt 

Mustard. 

Statieoaty. 

8  Jata  of  PieUes. 

• 

ANDREW  POBTEB»  Comm'y. 

APPENDIX  TO  1786. 

[The  following  papers  are  copied  from  the  letters  recorded  in 
Letter  Book|  YoL  1,  at  Harrisbnrg  from  the  originals  at  the  time 
of  their  reception — ^but  which  are  not  now  found  on  file.] 

Papers  transmitted  by  Wm.  Montgomery,  Esq. 

Papers  transmitted  bjWm.  Montgomery;  Esq.,  relating  to  the  Wjo* 
ming  Business;  and  to  be  laid  oefore  a  Committee  of  the  House 
for  private  inqpeotioif. 

No.  1. 

Letter  from  William  Hooker  Smith;  To  Jona.  Correj  and  Mr. 
Lafislej;  two  of  the  settlers  at  Wyoming. 
Ghndemen : 

I  am  as  fond  of  my  proprietors  lUght  as'  any  man— -perhaps  I 
wish  to  obtain  it  in  a  sore  way,  I  have  urged  Com.  Franklin  many 
times  last  winter  to  make  provision  for  the  half  share  men.    I  am 
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oonThioed  dnt  Petins]^!^^^  ^iH  &^^  w  some  linds,  whether  it  will 
be  only  the  Towtra  which  are  laid  oat  and  coDflrmed  whilst  under 
Cdimecticat,  or  whether  they  wfll  give  a^  a  eertam  weight  on  esch 
side.  Tlie  Errer  i$  to  me  unknowD^  I  wish  from  my  heart  that 
those  of  the  half  share  men,  which  are  honest  well  disposed  men^ 
woold  get  ifito  the  Towns  which  are  laid  oat^  or  platnt  themseWea  on 
Taoaiit  lands  is  nekt  the  Biver  as  possible;  so  that  they  may  be  in- 
dndod  -with  ns  who  are  settlers.  Pray,  Gentlemen,  have  we  not 
told  Pennsy Iranians  and  the  whole  World,  that  we  wished  to  be  owned 
by  them  in  a  oonstitntioAal  way,  and  that  then  we  would  submit  to 
thehr  Oovt.  They  have  at  last  held  ont  terms  to  ns  of  admittance,  we 
have  oompUed  to  every  Reqoisition  conditionally  that  if  they  do  ns 
Justice  ;  are  not  most  of  ns  under  the  T^e  of  an  Oath  to  the  States? 
Have  we  not  voted  that  we  will  take  their  Laws ;  and  Px^ay,  Sirs,  if 
we  shall  now  refuse  to  take  their  law8,^or  act  in  violation — what  can 
We  expeet  but  to  be  dispised  by  all  inen^  and  expect  the  setere  re- 
siBfntment  of  the  State,  and  to  be  treated  as  Rebels  and  Traitors— for 
my  part  I  should  not  expect  but  to  be  dispised  by  all  men,  and  ex- 
pect the  severe  resentment' of  the  State — ^and  to  be  treated  a9  Rebels 
and  IVaitors — for  my 'part  I  should  not  expect  pity  either  from  Ood 
or  Man.  Gentlemen, 

I  am  yours  to  serve, 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH. 
May  4,  1786. 
tfohn  Correy  and  lilr.  Lassley. 

[Latter  Book,  Vol.  1.  882—888.] 


No.  2. 
*^  A  serious  address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Wyomiog.'^ 

Gentlemen, 

Two  Reasons  induced  me  to  address  you  in  the  following  manner, 
(visi.)  The  first  Reason  is  because  my  interest  is  connected  with  yours. 
The  second  Reason  is  my  appointment  by  you  in  a  public  character- 
Gentlemen  and  neighbors,  what  have  we  been  dotn^  ever  since  the 
decree  of  Trenton,  which  dTetermloed  the  Jurisdiction  in  favor  of 
Pennsylvania — I  answer,  petitioning  repeatedly  the  Legislature  for 
their  £awa  in  a  Gonstituticxial  Line,  and  to  admit  us  as  free  Citiiens 
of  the  State,  which  is  now  about  to  be  done,  our  former  conduct  has 
the  approbation  of  every  good  man,  in  this  and  neighbouring  States. 
Pennsylvania  has  fixed  te  us  Terms  of  adibittance,  namely,  that  wo 
shall  take  the  Oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State  and  some  of  us  be  recog- 
nised. Does  not  Pennsylvania  now  hold  to  us  their  Constitutioii 
and  desire  us  to  take  hold  of  it — I  answer, — yes— They  have  marked 
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<ml  a  Boad  for  n$  to  walk  in,  ia  order  to  a  foil  admUtaBoe — ^They 
have  sent  to  ua  a  magiatrate  who  has  attended  to  reoognlse  the  p^ 
pie,  who  reoommeiidfl  it  to  the  people  to  apply  for  a  free  eleetioa— . 
that  is  now  the  thing  wantii^y  naoielj,  application  and  as  there  i^  a 
necessity  of  oonstabTes,  to  be  elected  in  the  first  plaoe— for  when  a 
warrant  is  granted  for  an  election,  it  most  be  directed  to  a  Constable 
who  moat  warn,  attend,  and  direct  the  EleotioUi  and  as  Captaia 
Shott  and  yonrself  are  the  only  directors  that  are  willing  to  act  at 
this  timci  we  did  warn  a  meeting  on  the  twenty-eighth  instant  at 
Kingstown  which  was  attended  omv  by  seven  or  eight  persons — what 
can  be  the  reason  of  this  conduct  f  Do  you  intend  to  prove  to  the 
world  that  you  have  been  hypocritical  from  first  to  last,  TGed  forbid.) 
It  has  ever  since  the  Trenton  decree,  been  my  sincere  aesire  to  em« 
brace  Uie  Laws  and  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  if  I  could  have 
them  on  honorable  Terms.  This  I  also  expected  was  the  desire  of  the 
people  a  few  excepted — ^Nothing  but  a  sincere  desire  to  do  good  to 
the  people  and  myself  in  this  line  induced  me  to  act  in  a  public  capa- 
city-^If^I  have  misunderstood  the  people  I  am  sorry,  this  is  a  crid- 
eal  hour,  pray  rouse,  act  judiciously,  candidly  and  consistently  and  aa 
a  warning  will  be  put  up  for  a  meeting  on  the  West  side  of  the 
River,  I  do  earnestly  desire  the  people  to  consider,  whether  it  is  not 
for  their  interest  to  attend. 
May  4th,  1786. 

WILLIAM  HOOKER  SMITH. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  1.  p.  389—90.] 


DlCLEGATlES  IN  GONORESB  TO   PrES.  FrANELIK,  1786. 

To  his  Ezceiry  the  President  of  the  state  of  Penns'a. 

New  York,  7th  May,  1786. 
Sir, 

.  We  do  ourselves  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  Copy  of  a  Rep- 
resentation from  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  Congress  recommending 
the  discharge  of  the  additional  Commissioner  for  liquidating  &  certi- 
fying the  claims  of  the  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania  against  the  U.  S.^ 
&  for  settling  the  accounts  between  the  Union  &  that  State. 

This  representation  has  not  yet  been  acted  upon  in  Congress,  but 
it  is  likely  to  be,  &  probably  will  be  taken  up  &  decided  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  in  the  Mean  time  it  would  be  highly  pleasing 
as  well  as  instructing  to  us  to  be  favored  with  the  sentiments  of  your 
Excellency  &  the  Council,  on  this  proposition.  We  are  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  Claims  of  the  Citiieus  of 
Penns'a  yet  remain  unliquidated  &  that  from  the  want  of  a  general 
knowledge  among  the  Citizens  of  the  time  limited  for  presebting 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PSHNSYLVAtOA.  AAOmVSS  1786.  107 

their  claims,  whioh  expired  the  seyenteenth  of  Maroh  last,  many 
hiMubed  of  thoM  olahbaots  are  now  left  remediless  by  olber  means 
than  an  application  at  the  Treasury  office  in  New  York ;  that  con- 
siderable time  must  elapse  before  Mr.  S telle  can  enter  upon  the  set- 
tlemsni  of  the  State  account ;  &  that  therefore  two  Commissioners 
may  yet  continue  to  be  usefolly  employed  in  Penn'a  for  some  time- 
to  some. 

We  have  also  conoeiTed  that  it  would  be  proper  to  obtain  an  £x« 
teasioii  of  time  for  Claimants  to  present  their  applications,  in  Penn'^,* 
<<for  the  Reasons  before  suggested.  Congress  ha?e  been  moved  to. 
grant  such  Extension  in  New  York,  but  without  soccess.  If  Coun* 
cil  diould  be  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  done  in  Penns'a,  wo 
hope  to  be  armed  with  their  Instructions  for  that  purpose  as  early  aa. 
may  be. 

We  also  tianamit  the  Report  of  a  Committee  on  a  pioposal  of  the 
State  of  ConneoUcut  to  cede  part  of  the  Claim  of  that  state  to. 
Lands  lying  westward  of  Penn'a.  If  the  proposal  had  been  to  oedei 
the  whole  of  the  claim  of  that  state  to  the  Western  Territory,  there, 
would  scaicely  have  been  any  hesitation  in  accepting  it,  withoat  en- 
qnireing  how  Car  the  claim  was  well  foanded.  But'  an  apprehension 
that  the  acceptance  of  a  part,  as  such  may  be  construed  as  an  admis- 
sion of  their  claim  to  the  Residue  creates  some  difficulty.  The 
proposed  Deed  in  order  to  obviate  this  objection,  is  wooded  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  express  any  Reservation.  The  Delegates  of  Con- 
neetienft  up  warmly  for  an  aeoeptanoe  of  this  cession.  Cessions 
somewhat  similar  have  been  accepted  from  New  York,  &  Massaciius* 
setts  which  are  pleadedas  precedents.  They  urge  as  as  pedal  motive 
for  our  agreeing  to  it  that  it  will  induce  the  state  of  Connecticut  to 
disooontienaDoe  the  further  jwetensions  of  the  Delaware  &  Snsqve- 
hanna  Companies  to  lands  in  Penns'a  &  tend  to  detach  the  Real  set- 
tlers at  Wyoming  from  the  more  disorderly  Partezans  of  these 
Companies. 

Permit  us  also  to  mention  that  an  advertisement  has  appeared  in 
the  GoDBcoticQt  papers  calling  a  meeting  of  those  Companies  on  the 
17th  of  this  month  for  oertam  purposes  &  amongst  others  to  take- 
neaiuges  for  oonteraeting  the  machinations  of  the  State  of  Peans'a^ 

Some  debate  has  alrcMy  passed  on  this  report  of  the  Committee 

ft  from  the  warmth  with  which  an  early  decision  is  urged  for  we 

imagine  a  decision  will  be  obtained  in  the  course  of  this  week,  ft 

from  present  appearances  it  will  probably  be  in  favor  of  the  Report 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

very  respeotfull|)  Yr.  Exc'y 

Mo.  ob.  ft  mo.  H'ble  Serv't^ 
CHA8.  PETTIT, 

For  the  Delegates.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol  1.,  p.  377.] 

♦  8ee  answer  to  thie  in  Vol.  X.,  p.  7-59. 
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Lbttbbs  YftOM  Wm.  H.  Smith  to  W.  MofiTOOiiEftTi  Bmi^ 

1786. 

Wjomifig,  Kay  14, 1786.     • 

There  will  be  no  danger  of  Letters  being  interoepted — ^The  Bar^ 
is  UDSOfipeeted — Strong  &  his  ateociates  say,  that  yon  are  leading  as 
Wrong,  that  distriots  mnst  be  first  set  off  by  the  Assembly  before  we 
can  Urith  nropriety  eleet,  and  that  we  onght  to  wait  nntill  the  next 
flitting  of  the  Assembly,  and  insist  that  we  onght  to  have  secnrity  from 
the  State  that  they  will  do  ns  jnstioe,  and  that  I  am  a  mad  man  going, 
too  fast  to  ensnare  the  people,  that  I  oanke  is  to  proorastinate  nntil 
they  can  get  fixed  which  a  timely  Exertion  may  prevent,  Pray 
let  me  tiaye  a  lino  from  yon  on  the  snbjeot  o^  electing  Gonstabks. 
that  I  may  be  prepared  to  meet  the  people — answer  to  that  Query  I 
send  ind^osed  the  oopiee  of  papers  wMoh  I  haffo  pat  np^in  the  sereral 
distrkta. 

Bh*,  I  am  w!th  the  grest^t  estdem 

Toar  obedient  humble  seryant, 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH.* 
DirecUdf 

To  Wm.  idontgomety,  Esq. 

P.  8.  In  the  greaiedt  Hmrry — ^my  hand,  head  and  aBind  is  oqq* 
fuaed. 


Wm.  Montgovsrt  to  Pbksibbiit  ai^d  Council,  1786. 

To  the  P.  &  Sup.  Bxeo.  GooiMil.. 

Northumberland,  May  17, 1786. 
Oent^n 

As  a  dtiaen  of  Pennsa.  &  muob  more  as  a  er?U  afflonr,  I  eonaider 
myself  under  the  strongest  obligafion  to  lay  before  yon  tie  informa-. 
Uon  I  have  reo'd  respecting  the  state  of  things  &  the  measnrea 
now  pursuing  at  that  part  of  the  Country  called  Wyoming.  As 
yoa  will  peroeive  by  the  letters  inclosed  Col.  Ethan  Allen  from 
Vermont  at  the  solicitation  of  a  certain  Oaptain  Solomon  Strong  of 
the  state  of  New  Toric,  has  arrived  diere/who  with  Ool.  John 
Franklin  a  liver  at  Wyoming  have  been  endeavoring  to  take  off  & 
divert  the  people  who  had  enfei^  into  recognisances  before  Esqr. 
Shaw  from  their  allegiance  to  this  state  &  to  go  into  measures  for 
erecting  a  new  state ;  which  is  to  include  a  part  of  this  &  part 
of  N.  York  state.  However  wild  the  scheme,  I  believe  they 
have  made  manv  converts  at  Wyoming,  particularly  among  the 
late  comers,  &  half  shtfr^  men,  as  they  are  called }  who  have  no 

*  Then  follows  the  Letter  May  14,  on  Vol.  X.,  p.  760. 
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ehange  of  pleading  an  earW  oooufMney,  or  regular  settiemoDt,  of 
oonrae  cannot  flatter  themaefyes  with  having  any  plea  to  hold  theic 
improyementa  under  the  jarisdiction  of  this  state.  Besides  the 
above  letters  sent  me  by  an  Express  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
being  more  fully  informed  of  the  same  things  by  William  Shaw, 
Esq.,  A  Thomas  Grant  Esq.,  who  are  jast  arrived  from  there;  so 
that  with  me  the  matter  is  beyond  all  doubt,  Ihat  a  new  Indepen- 
dent state  is  intended  &  that  speedily.  Col.  Ethan  Allen  & 
Franklin  are  now  gone  to  meet  the  Susquehanna  Company  in  Conn. 
&  are  expected  to  return  in  four  or  five  weeks.  What  the  oonse- 
quenees  will  be  or  where  it  will  end  is  not  easy  to  forsee,  but  I  oon- 
ceive  it  would  be  sound  policy  &  will  be  found  absolutely  necessary 
to  take  the  most  speedy  k  effectual  measures  to  send  up  such  a  body 
of  troops  there  as  would  support  &  give  countenance  to  all  who  would 
desire  to  continue  in  their  allegiance  to  this  state,  confirm  the 
wavering  k  check  the  giddy  in  their  mad  career ',  if  this  coald  be 
done  80  that  the  world  would  see  the  state  only  meant  to  support 
the  pesoeable  Inhabitant  having  title  &  property  to  be  disposed  of 
in  Courts  of  Law,  It  would  probably  divide  those  people  aeiong 
themselves,  &  fadlilate  a  full  establishment  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
tlie  state  there;  If  our  General  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting  go 
on  to  set  that  distHot  off  as  a  seperate  County,  I  believe  it  would 
tend  to  the  same  happy  purpose,  as  it  will  open  the  way  to  some  of 
the  honors  &  emoluments  of  a  County,  which  will  operate  as  a 
eooaterpoise  to  the  honors  and  emohiments  expected  in  a  new  state, 
and  indeed  submission  to  government,  circumstanced  &  situated  as 
they  are,  subject  to  a  great  number  of  petty  suits  ft  no  Justioe  of 
the  peace  ncar«  than  fifty  miles,  is  a  real  difficulty  &  should  be 
removed  as  soon  as  possible — what  troops  (if  any,)  will  be  raised, 
is  not  for  me  to  determine  but  I  sincerely  believe  none  can  be  move 
unfit  for  this  business  than  militia,  for  a  variety  of  reasons  which  I 
need  not  mention.  But  eonvincod  I  am  unless  something  is  done 
k  that  speedily  and  effectually  a  new  state  will  be  attesopted  to  be 
ersated  within  a  very  short  time ;  whereas,  a  vigorous  and  timely 
oppoaitioa  on  liberal  principles  may  crush  [the  whole  soheme  k 
establish  Peace  in  that  unhappy  district.  William  Shaw,  Esq., 
who  sdso  writes  you  on  this  business  sends  you  a  copy  of  an  inters 
eepted  letter  properly  authenticated  which  lays  open  their  whole 
leheow.  The  Letters  ft  papers  inclosed  will  also  shew  their  deslgil 
ft  the  pains  taken  by  the  signers  to  prevent  the  people  being  mis* 
lead.  They  sent  them  to  me  by  a  special  Express  ft  wished  that  it 
sight  not  be  genendly  known  how  they  came  by  some  part  of  theif 
iaformatioD  tluit  they  had  communioated  it  so  fMy ;  as  it  would 
raider  their  situation  very  insecure,  unless  they  received  timely  ft 
•ffeetnal  support  I  hope  his  Exoeiry  the  President  ft  the  Hon'ble 
Ae  supreme  Executive  Council  will  pardon  my  plainness  on  this 
eocasioD,  as  I  look  upon  the  affair  to  be  of  so  much  {mportanee  ft. of 
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no  lerlotts  A  ttaCttfe  as  t6  TGhier  a  serapnknul  atftentaon  lo  «erenoiiy 
Improper. 

Gent.^  I  am,  with  the  most  aineere  Respect 

HU  Exoeirya  &  y  Hoii'ts  H'ble  Serv't, 

WILLIAM  MONTGOMJSBY.* 
[Letter  B.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  874.) 


Thomas  Gbanx  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1786. 

To  His  Exceirj  Benj.  Franklin,  Esq.,  Pres. 

Northumberland,  Maj  20, 1786. 
Sir, 

As  an  officer  of  Goverameai  I  think  li  m  j  indispeDaable  cbiij  to 
inform  Connoil  of  the  Treatment  whioh  I  lately  reoeived  at  Wyomia^ 
deeleratioDa  of  EjeetBtent  &  snadry  other  proceeaea  ware  p«t  into 
my  hands  againet  People  living  at  &  near  Wyoming  in  o.rder  to  tJM 
Ezeentry  of  which  I  arrived  at  that  plaoe  on  the  foarteeoih  inatanti 
the  fifteenth  I  spent  mostly  in  making  Bnqnmes  reapeeting  tlie 
dispoeition  of  the  Inhabitants,  the  next  day  I  aia^ted  John  Panl 
Sohott  who  declared  he  wo«ld  not  submit  nor  pfty  any  reepeoi  whai» 
.aver  to  mv  arreat^  this  he  did  in  the  pxesMice  of  Mr.  Shkw,  belbiit 
whom  he  bad  not  long  before  entered  into  Beeogniaanoe.  Sundt j 
others  whom  I  had  arrested  braved  in  the  same  manner  aa  SobotI 
4  dnokred  agf  any  sabmiaeion.  I  had  information  at  sundry  timaa 
of  perseoB  who  had  declared  they  wonld  take  my  life,  bat  on  fthf 
next  day  (the  Seventeenth)  I  observed  aome  people  oolleotiag  ai  on# 
Yarriagton's  &  soon  after  a  greater  nnmber  appeared  at  Soko^% 
being  told  that  their  Intentions  were  against  me  I  went  towarda  my 
lodgings  but  waa  overtaken  bj  them  on  the  way,  they  aeeoated  m^ 
with  the  moat  inaalting  langoage  k  eonelttded  by  saying  the  ordan 
of  the  settlement  were,  that  I  should  leave  the  plaoe  in  two  hoars 
with  my  damned  writs  or  abide  by  the  eon8e4nea0ea--oi|e  qf  then» 
atraek  William  Wilson,  the  man  who  aeoempanied  me  with  a  stied 
A  made  towarda  me,  but  having  piatola  I  declared  I  woald  bl^w  hia 
^raina  eot  if  he  advanced,  I  however  made 'to  my  lodgpqg  &  poated 
myaelf  in  the  door  deckred  I  vronld  shoot  the  fimt  man  that  adr 
taooed,  after  seme  time  one  of  them  desired  to  speak  to  me  kl 
private,  I  acreed  on  condition  that  the  Best  woald  retfia.  Th«9 
letired  a  little,  bat  while  I  waa  in  GonvciialienL  with  the  one  wba 
oame  in,  they  returned  b  ordered  the  Landlady  to  tarn  oat  tha 
damned  penamite  Baseal  or  they  would  shoot  tbroqgh  every  doQ«r  & 
window  of  the  house — maeh  inaulting  and  abusive  Unge  waa  used 
by^them  &  aa  they  were  armed  with  Cluba  and  piatoh^  I  wa^  obljig^ 

*  See  reference  to  this  letter  in  Vol.  X.,  p.  766. 
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ekildi«fi  to  robioit  to  toeir  tefrms,  vn.,  th«fc  I  wonld  ezeoate  no 
prooesB  whalerer  &  leaT^  the  plaoe  in  two  honn,  on  mj  giTing 
then  nv  hoftor  that  I  would  comply,  thej  refcnrned  to  Tsringtotk^fl 
to  BM  tkat  I  oottplied :  and  I  cannot  h«]p  observing  that  I  have 
«vefj  feasoo  to  beliere  that  my  life  depended  on  my  compliance — ^to 
flmifiioii  every  isrolt  k  eotttetopt  that  was  ebewed  me  daring  the 
time  I  was  tliere  wo«ld  far  exceed  the  Bounds  of  a  letter.  It  wai 
bowerer  inpoasible  te  ezeente  the  Lawa  of  Pennsa.  is  these  parts 
withent  armed  fcut^  to  support  the  officers. 

It  is  BOW  knowivg  pttbli^Iy  that  their  intentions  lure  to  form  a 
new  state.     Ethan  Alien  with  a  great  nnmber  of  new  adventurers 
are  at  tiie  bead  of  this  bsBrness  £  since  their  arrival  every  idea  of 
Bobmiasion  to  the  Laws  of  Pennsa.  has  vanished. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

yoar  mo.  ob.  h*ble  serv't, 

THOMAS  GRANT.* 
[Letter  B.,  Vol.  I,  p.  S85.] 


Law&khcb  Ksbnb  Peothonotailt  fob  Co.  of  NQtau% 

1786. 

.Sanbury,  Jane  l,  1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  of  handing  you  a  list  of  the  persons 
names  at  Wyoming,  who  entered  into  a  Kecognizanee  before  Wm* 
Montgomery  t  Wm.  Shaw,  Esq.,f  agreeable  to  a  Law  passed  the 
24th  day  of  Dec,  1785.  I  have  transmitted  the  originals  aa  I  oen- 
ceived  the  order  of  Goonoil,  particularly  expressed  my  doing  ao« 
I  am.  Dear  Sin  Yr. 

mo«  ob.  Bible.  Servt., 

L.  KEENB. 

DtreoHul, 
Jelm  AfBMtnmgi  Esq.,  See.  Sap.  Exee.  GbiiBcU. 


rv 


Lbttbr  fboh  Johk  Pranklik  at  Wyoming  to  Wm. 
MoKiaoMBRY,  1786. 

Wyoming,  Juno  26, 178^. 


WW, 

I  lav»  bad  Ae  peiosal  of  year  letter  to  Mr.  Meyers  of  tlie  22d 
mslHit^  as  yo«  SMule  meatiofi  of  my  name  with  great  Fefleetiena,  I 

♦  See  Vol  X^  p-  76ft. 

t  Letters  are  also  recorded  in  Letter  B.  Vol.  1,  p.  895»  897,  from  them 
togedier  with  a  fuU  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  recognized. 
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think  proper  to  retura  you  an  answer;  I  tUolp  your  leltet  very 
extraordinary,  you  undertake  to  tell  us  what  Congresa  have  done  ^ 
what  the  Susquehanna  Comp'y  have  consented  to,  &o. ;  and  whai 
his  Ezcell'y,  the  president  has  authorized  you  to  inform  us  o^  &o« 

You  tell  us  that  Congress  have  Resolved,  to  grant  a  Traot  of 
Country  Northward  of  Penn.  &  Westward  of  N.  Y.  state  on  Lake 
Erie,  to  tbe  Susqueh.  Comp'y  in  lieu  of  a  relinquisbment  of  their 
(yia. :)  The  Company's  Right,  &  that  the  Susq.  cio.  &  all  parties  are 
satisfied  with  the  same.  I  must  tell  you,  Sir,  that  we  are  not  ao^ 
acquainted  with  the  Resorns  of  Congress  or  proceedings  of  the 
Susq.  Co.  Your  Representations  are  inconsistent  with  Truth.  The 
yotes  of  the  Susq.  Co.  of  the  17th  of  May  last,  may  convince  you 
of  their  intention,  (a  copy  of  said  votes  I  send  inclosed.  You  tell 
us  that  you  expect  the  wise  &  virtuous  amongst  us  will  avail  them* 
selves  of  the  kind  Intentions  of  Gov.,  &  thereby  secure  the  benefits 
of  your  free,  equal  and  happy  constitution*  I  would  wish  to  be  in- 
formed whether  a  Removal  of  six  thousand  souls  from  their  justly 
acquired  habitations  at  Wyoming  to  be  fixed  among  the  nations  at 
Lake  Erie,  is  to  such  Emigrates  the  in  joying  the  benefits  of  your 
free  and  happy  Constitution ;  or  whether  your  Constitution  &  Right 
of  Government  extends  to  a  Territory  Northward  of  your  State  and 
Westward  of  N.  Y. 

You  query  whether  it  will  Satisfy  Allen  &  Franklin  and  their 
adherents  to  give  up  their  farms,  which  they  have  jvady  acquired 
&  cultivated  at  Wyoming,  to  Pennsylvania  Land  Schemers  ?  &  run 
our  chance  of  having  wild  Lands  on  the  hunting  Grounds  at  Lake 
Erie*— be  assured.  Sir,  it  is  no  query  in  my  mind;  I  expect  to 
enjoy  my  lands  here,  unless  legally  removed  by  a  regular  course  of 
Law  had  before  a  proper  Trilmnal. 

Your  Query,  that  whether  after  all  that  the  wisdom  and  forbearance 
of  Gov't  can  do  for  us,  we  must  be  a  people  devoted  to  hardshipa 
danger  &  .devastation.  I  wish  you  had  explained  yourself  more 
fiilly  on  that  head,  whether  you  mean  the  forbearance  that  you 
saved  some  part  of  our  women  and  children  alive  at  the  time  yoa 
^expelled  us  from  this  country  by  an  armed  force  in  the  year  ^84,  or 
whether  by  giving  ua  liberty  to  have  a  being  in  thai  part  of  God's 
World,  on  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie;  wonderful  forbearance  indeed  I 
You  threaten  us  with  devastation  in  case  of  non-compliance,  but 
let  me- tell  you,  Sir,  that  we  disregarded  your  threats.  You  tell  us 
you  are  authorized  by  a  letter  from  His  Excell'y  the  Pros,  to  inform 
us  of  the  Resolution  of  Congress  &  the  assurances  of  protection 
from  Govt.  I  would  inform  you,  that  I  have  his  Exoell/s  Letter 
of  the  Twelfth  inst.  now  before  me.  The  assurance  gives  us  the 
greateat  satisfaction.  But  His  BxceU'y  doee  not  inform  ua  of  the 
appointment  of  a  substitute  at  Northumberland  ta  aoquaint  na  of 
the  good  intentions  of  Govt.,  &c. 

You  also  recommend  that  we  demean  ourselves  as  good  citizens,  & 
not  be  drawn  from  our  allegiance  by  the  wild  schemes  of  the  meuj 
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who  lire  bj  fishing  in  troubled  waters,  thai  tboBe  men  wben  dUh 
tresB  arziveth,  will  leave  oe  te  shift  for  onrselvea  and  bnnt  oat  a 
new  scene  in  which  to  exercise  their  unhappy  talents,  to  which  I 
answer — ^It  ever  has  been  and  still  is  onr  desire  to  demean  ourselves 
as  good  Gitisens,  and  would  wish  to  be  protected  as  such,  tho^  we 
are  sorrj  to  say  we  have  never  yet  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  your 
Constitution  though  solemnly  pledged  to  us.  Tou  pretend  to  be 
afraid  that  People  here  will  be  drawn  from  their  allegiance  by  the  wild 
sehemes  of  men,  who  live  by  fishing  in  troubled  waters — ^had  you  been 
honest,  you  would  have  sud,  you  was  afraid  that  the  exhortations  of  the 
wiae,  righteous  and  just  will  have  such  deep  impression  on  the  minds 
of  the  good  people  at^Wyoming  as  will  induce  them  to  stand  forth  on 
their  defence  in  a  just  and  righteous  cause  and  overthrow  the  hellish 
schemes  of  the  land  monopolizers,  who  wish  to  distroy  the  Yankeys 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  Lands  our 
hands  have  cultivated  and  our  Blood  enriched.  You  further  pretend 
to  be  afraid  the  wild  schemes,  (as  you  term  them,)  will  have  the 
people  at  Wyoming  when  danger  arriveth.  I  believe,  Sir,  it  is  your 
sincere  wish  that  the  wise  and  virtuous  would  withdraw  that  you 
might  thereby  have  a  better  opportunity  of  drawing  the  more 
ignorant  and  innocent  people  into  a  snare  &  persuade  them  to  give 
up  their  all  for  a  Kattfebox.  I  then  query  whether  you  would  not 
eheat  that  from  them,  provided  the  Honor  of  the  Land  Schemers  only 
could  be  pledged  for  the  delivery  thereof.  But  be  assured,  Sir,  the 
wise  and  virtuous  will  not  withdraw.  We  have  been  inured  to  danger, 
hardship  and  devastations,  we  have  been  too  oflten  deceived  by  your 
people,  the  Land  Schemers  as  well  as  by  some  of  the  officers  of 
QoTtf  who  made  great  pretentions  of  honesty,  justice  &  friendship, 
and  whose  fiur  wcnrds  and  flattering  speeches  are  not  to  be  believed, 
for  thus  saith  the  Lord,  **  Their  hearts  are  full  of  all  manner  of 
abominations.'' 

You  tell  us  of  a  removal  of  Couffress  from  your  State,  then  . 
advise  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  kind  intentions  of  Gov.  &  secure 
**  the  benefits  of  your  Constitution,  embrace  the  offered  mercy,  re- 
linqaish  onr  all  to  Lands  Schemers  and  take  Lands  at  Lake  Erie. 
Pray,  Sir,  view  the  inconsistency  of  your  Letter — how  in  the  name 
of  Qod  do  you  expect  to  protect  us  by  your  constitution  when  we 
are  out  of  your  State.  You  tell  of  fishing  in  troubled  waters.  It 
reminds  one  of  the  words  of  Nathan  to  King  David  ^'  (thou  art  the 
man.'')  Let  me  tell  you,  Sir,  we  esteem  ourselves  capable  of  trans- 
aeling  our  own  Business,  and  would  advise  you  to  avail  yourself  of 
the  late  votes  of  the  Susq.  Company,  &  thereby  secure  your  Lands. 

I  wish  for  peace  on  just  and  honorable  terms,  & 
am,  Sir,  yr. 

Humble  servant, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 

N.  B. — ^The  benevolent  intention  of  the  Company  to  your  set- 
tlers^ ft  particularly  to  yourself  is  to  the  disadvantage  of  my  honored 
Father,  who  is  the  sole  owner  of  those  Lands  you  claim  at  Mahonen« 
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At  ft  in«etib{  of  tbe  proprietors  of  the  StisqtiebaDna  Purchase  of 
Lands^  legally  warned  and  held  at  Hartford^  May  17th^  1786. 

Col.  Qadsby^  Modeiator. 

Toted  — ^That  all  persons  settled  under  the  authority  of  the  State 
(iff  Penns"  &  now  actually  mbabiting  upon  that  Tract  of  Country  on 
the  Westerly  Waters  of  the  SusquehaiiDa  River,  &  purchased 
of  the  natives  by  the  Company,  oalled  the  Sugquehanna  Company 
he,  &  the  same  arejhereby  fully  established  &  oonnrmed  with  full  and 
absolute  possession  of  Uie  Lands  by  them  actually  possessed  under 
the  said  State  of  Pennsa. 

'  Voted. — That  this  Company  conscious  of  the  equity  of  their 
Title  to  the  Lands  bona  fide  purchased  of  the  natiyes  and  situate 
upon  the  Waters  of  the  Biver  Susquehanna  will  support  and  maio'> 
tain  their  claim  to  the  Lands  aforesaid|  &  effectually  justify  and 
support  their  settlers  thereon. 

Voted. — That  Samuel  Gray,  Esq.,  Col.  Thomas  Dyer  and  Col. 
fibenezer  Gray  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  with 
full  power  and  authority  to  make  out  a  list  of  all  such  penons  ae 
are  Proprietors  of  said  Company  and  have  paid  their  taxes  agreeable 
to  the  votes  of  said  Company,  and  that  all  persons  that  have  neg* 
lected  &  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  same  by  the  fire t  day  of  September 
next,  shall,  and  the  same  are  hereby  excluded  from  any  right, 
interest  or  property  within  the  Territory  aforesaid.  The  said  list 
of  Proprietors  to  be  completed  by  the  first  day  of  September  next. 
Extract  from  the  Records^ 

SAM'L  OBAY, 
Clerk. 


Thomas  Haktley  id  Wm.  B&ADFoaDy  A.  G«,  1787. 

York  Town,  Jan'y  6th,  1787. 
Dr  Sir, 

Tou  will  discover  by  my  letter  of  the  5lh  ult.,  what  was  the  Idea 
most  of  the  Gentlemen  had  here  concerning  the  Tumult  the  Thun* 
day  preceeding. 

The  Measures  taken  by  the  Friends  of  civil  Power  were  perhaps 
highly  proper  for  the  Day,  and  could  it  be  with  Certainty  eaid  ibe 
Disorder  was  totally  removed,  and  no  bad  Conseqoenoes  wore  to  be 
apprehended,  the  Plan  proposed  by  the  Letter  might  be  an  oligible 
one. 

As  I  wrote  before,  it  would  be  perhaps  uooandid  or  unjust  in  me, 
when  I  have  the  smallest  Apprehensions  or  any  Beason  to  oooasion 
a  Doubt  concerning  the  Designs  of  those  People  oaUed  Inanrgents, 
to  recommend  a  State  of  Security  whioh  perhaps  oannot  ba  trusted* 
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Sdveial  krv»  1>e^  [bbnod  aw  i(^  t^e  SfssioiM^  irhat  tha  Fate  of 
•Q  Lidietai«iil  there  ma^  be  is  not  oertaio  to  determine ;  an  Ignof 
imnofl  Bill  would  be  a  diBagreeable  Consideration.  The  Justices  ar^ 
Heo  of  Gliara«ter>  but  in  tke  P^Disbment  of  their  Keigbboura  in 
Case  of  a  Gonyiotion  it  might  not  be  so  adequate  or  Ind^adent  aa 
in  the  Supreme  Court.  Under  the  Directioa  of  their  Honours  the 
Inuooeut  and  guilty  might  perhaps  be  "better  discriminated. 

I  have  understood  that  it  has  been  the  Opinion  of  several  below 
thai  the  Supreme  Court  at  next  Assizes  would  be  the  proper  Tri- 
bunal to  inyestigata  the  Matter  to. 

It  would  be  Presumption  in  me  to  recommend  a  contrary  Prin- 
dple ;  a  mistaken  Confidence  might  l)e  very  dangerous.  I  amf^^rry 
for  the  misguided  Conduct  of  time  Meu,  Beveral  of  them  stood  in 
a  veiy  good  Light  before. 

fiow  then  shall  the  BuB/iness  be  conducted  ?  please  to  direct. 

Aa  I  said  before.  Several  of  them  have  been  bound  over  to  appear 
at  the  next  Court  of  General  Qaarter  Sessions  in  this  Month,  and 
will  probaUy  attend.  If  the  Trials  are  to  be  abere,  should  not  the 
Persons  charged  be  recognised  anew  in  the  Sesskms — with  Bail  to 
appear  before  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  the  next  Aanieei^ 
&c.? 

This  would  be  the  speediest  Way.  If  other  Persons  are  to  bo 
proceeded  against^  a  Warrant  may  {sane  from  the  Chief  Justice 
before  he  comes  here  in  the  Spring  to  hare  them  taken. 

Yon  will  be  so  good  as  to  send  your  Instructions  to  point  out 
what  you  mean  should  be  done^  Ton  will  be  pleased  to  consult  the 
Judges  if  you  tlunk  proper. 

Perhaps  the  Chief  Justice  will  not  think  it  amiss  to  write  to  the 
President  of  the  Court  what  their  Honours  would  think  expedient 
and  necessary  further  to  be  done. 
And  I  am^  Sir, 

With  great  Bespeot  and  Regard; 

Your  nuMst  Obed.  &  most  humble  Serv't, 
THOS.  HARTLEY.* 

P.  8.  Present  my  OovipUmeuts  to  the  Chief  Justice  and  his 
Brethren  in  Town. 

The  HonoQiable  Wm.  Bradford,  Jnn.,  Esq.,  Att'y  QeneraL 


Gov.  Randolph  op  Va.  to  Pms-  FaAKKUBr,  1787. 

Duplicate.  Richmond,  January  11th,  1787. 

Sir, 

Ftom  the  inclosed  memorial  of  Col.  Charles  Simms,  your  Bxori* 
lency  will  collect  hid  antieiy  concerning  a  content  bow  dependinf  in 

♦  Seo  Cok  Bea.,  Vol.  XV,,  p.  147. 
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a  Court  of  your  Steie.  Bat  I  am  forbiddon  by  tbe  CofiMeiioe  which 
I  place  in  the  justioe  and  proper  execation  of  jour  laws,  officially 
to  interpoflo  on  this  oooasion,  farther  than  to  communioate  his  sag* 
gestions,  of  which  yoar  Excellency  will,  I  am  surs;  make  every  use 
and  application  which  mayi  with  propriety^  tend  to  his  relief. 
I  have  the  honor,  Sir, 

To  be  your  Excellency's  mo.  ob.  senr't, 

EDM.  KANDOLBH. 
His  Excellency,  The  president  of  Pennsylvania. 


Gor.  Oabwbll  of  N.  0.,  to  Prbs.  Fbanklut,  1787. 

No.  Carolina,  January  12th,  1787. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  yon  will  be  pleased  to  receive  an'^Act  of  the  Legislature 
of  this  State  for  appointing  Deputies  to  a  Convention  propo^  to  be 
held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  in  May  next,  for  the  purpose  of 
tttvising  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Otir  General  Assembly  were  induced  to  pass  this  Act  in  fall 
expectation  that  the  several  States  in  the  Union  would  Co-operate 
with  us  in  this  desirable  Object. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the 
Greatest  respect  &  esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  &  very  humble  Servant, 

RD.  CASWELL.* 

Directed, 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  post. 


Gov.  Ra;ndolph  or  Va.  to  Pkbs.  Franklin,  1787- 

Richmond,  January  21st,  1787. 
Sir, 

When  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Excellency,  aa 
above,  on  the  11th  Instant,  the  memorial  said  to  be  inclosed  was  by 
mistake  omitted.     1  am  therefore  obligedjto  trouble  yon  once  more 
on  the  same  subject ;  and  must  beg  you  to  believe  that  I  am,  Sir, 
With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  mo.  ob.  serv't,   , 

EDM.  RANDOLPH.* 
Dtreciedj 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  169. 
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Stote  <^NorUi  Cimlina. 
Am  act  for  ofpohUing  depwlUtfirom  AU  itatCf  to  a  convention  pro- 

fo$ed  to  he  hM  tin  the  cify  of  FkHadelfhia  in  May  ntxtf/or  the 

pwrpo^e  o/revmnf  the/eaercU  oonetiMum. 

Whereas  in  ihe  forawtioii  of  the  fodderal  oompaot  which  frames 
the  bond  of  imioii  of  the  Amerioan  Btaiee,  h  waa  not  poeaihle  in  the 
in&at  Mate  of  our  repnblios  to  deviae  a  ayatem  which  in  the  eooraa 
of  time  and  experience  would  not  manifest  imnerfeotiona  that  it 
wooU  be  neceasary  to  reform.  And  whereaa  the  limited  powers 
which  bj  the  articles  of  ^confederation  are  vested  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  have  been  fbnnd  frr  inadequate  to  the  enlarged 
porposea  which  they  were  intended  to  produce.  And  whereas  Con- 
gress hath  by  repeated  and  moat  urgent  representations^  endeavoured 
to  awaken  this  and  the  other  states  of  the  union,  to  a  sense  of  the 
truly  critical  and  alarming  situation  into  whiofi  they  must  be  una* 
voidably  cast,  unles^oneasures  are  forthwith  taken  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  Congreasi  that  they  may  thereby  be  enabled  to  avert  the 
dangers  which  threaten  our  existence  as  a  free  and  independent 
people.  And  whereas  this  state  hath  been  ever  desirous  to  act  upon 
the  enlarged  system  of  the  general  good  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out binding  its  views  to  the  narrow  and  selfish  object  of  partial  con- 
venience, and  has  been  at  all  times  ready  to  make  every  concession 
to  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  whole^  which  justice  and  sound 
policy  could  vindicate : 

I.  Beit  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Anemhly  of  the  ttate  of 
North  Carolina,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  game,  That  five  Commis- 
sioners be  appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  Assembly^ 
who^  or  any  three  of  them,  are  hetebj  afttheriaed  aa  deputiea  from 
thia  Btate,  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  day  of  Hay  next, 
then  and  there  to  meet  and  confer  with  such  deputies  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  other  states  for  similar  purposes,  and  with  them  to 
diamiaa  and  decide  upon  the  most  efiectuiu  means  to  remove  the 
defeota  of  our  foederal  union,  tnd  to  ptooure  the  efilsrg^  purposes 
which  it  was  intended  to  efiisct,  and  that  they  report  such  an  act  to 
the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  this  state,  a^  when  agreed  to  by  them,  will 
effeetnally  provide  for  the  same. 

IL  And  be  it/urther  enacted,  That  in  case  of  the  d^th  or  resig- 
nation of  any  of  the  said  deputies,  or  of  their  declining  tneir  appoint- 
ments, his  Excellency  the  Governor  for  the  time  being,  is  hereby 
authorised  to  supply  such  vacancies,  and  the  Governor  is  requited  to 
transmit  forthwith  a  copy  of  this  act  to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
greas  aasembled,  and  to  the  executives  of  each  of  the  states  in  the 
uni^m. 

Read  three  timet  and  ratified  in  General  Auembly,  the  iixth  day 
of  January,  Anno  Dom.,  1781. 

JAMES  COOR,  S.  S. 
JOHN  B.  ASHE,  8.  C. 
Vol.  XL— 6 
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[  8S.  ]    North  Carolina. 

In  General  Assembly^  January  0, 1787. 

Mr.  Willi8|  from  the  joint  balloting  for  membeiB  to  attend  a 
meeting  proposed  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  in  May  next^  for  the 
purpose  of  reriaing  the  fooderal  oonatitntioni  reported^ 

That  hiB  Ezoelleney  Riohard  Caswell,  Baquirey  Alexander  Martin, 
William  R.  Davie,  Richard  Dobbs  Speight  and  Willie  Jones, 
Bsqnires,  were  elected  for  that  purpose. 

The  House  taking  this  report  into  oonsideration  oonoorred  there* 
with. 

&ctractfrcm  the  Journal, 

J.  HUNT,  C.  H.  C. 
J.  HAYWOOD,  C.  S.* 


Managbrs  of  Statb  Lottert  to  Council,  1787. 

Hay  it  please  the  Council, 

By  the  absence  of  one  of  the  Managers  of  the  Lottery  and  the 
indisposition  of  another,  there  remains  bat  one  to  attend  to  the 
drawing. 

The  Magistrates  and  Clerks  are  ready  to  proceed,  but  as  the  Iiaw 
requires  the  presence  of  two  Managers,  I  pray  the  directions  of  Coun- 
cil for  the  regulation  of  my  conduct  in  this  conji)Dcture« 
I  have  the  hon<Mr  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respeet 

May  it  please  the  Council 

Their  most  obedient  &  most  humble  servant, 

MATTH.  CLARK80N.* 
Assembly  Cumber,  State  House,  February  8th,  i  past  10  o'clock. 
Jndotsedf 

Read  in  Council  February  8th,  1787,  and  Mr.  Peter  Baynton  ap- 
pointed a  Manager  during  the  indisposition  of  Mr  Fuller. 

JDirectedj 
The  Honourable  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

*  See  CoLy  Rec.,  XV.,  p.  169. 
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Pboclamation   op   Gov'k  op  Massachusetts   agaikst 
Shays,  &c,  1787. 

Oommonwealth  of  Massachasetts. 

Bj  his  Ezcellencj  James  BowdoiD;  Esqr.^  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachnsetts. 

A  Proclamation* 

Whereas  the  General  Coart  of  this  Oommonwealth  did,  en  th« 
fourth  of  Febmary  instant,  declare,  that  a  horrid  and  nnnalnral 
Behellion  and  War  halh  been  openly  and  traiteronsly  raised,  and 
levied  against  this  Commonwealth,  with  a  design  to  subvert,  and 
overthrow  the  Constitution,  and  form  of  Government  thereof  :^-and 
whereas  it  appears,  that  Daniel  Shays  of  Pelham,  and  Luke  Day  of 
West  Springfield,  in  the  County  of  Hampshire,  Adam  Wheeler  of 
Hubbardston  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  and  Eli  Parsons  of  Adams 
in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  have  been  the  Principals  in,  and  abet* 
tors  and  supporters  of  this  unnatural,  unprovoked  and  wicked  Rebels 
lion,  against  the  dignity,  authority  and  Government  of  the  said 
Commonwealth. 

I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  &e  Council^ 
and  at  the  desire  of  the  General  Conrt,  to  issue  this  proclamation } 
hereby  requiring  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Grand-Jurors,  Con- 
stables &  other  Officers,  civil  and  military,  and  also  recommending 
it  to  all  other  good  subjects  within  this  Commonwealth  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  for  discovering  and  apprehending  the  said  Daniel 
Shays,  Luke  Day,  Adam  Wheeler  &  Eli  Parsons,  and  them  to  deliver 
to  the  high  Sheriff  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  that  so  they,  or  either 
of  them  may  be  rendered  to  justice :  and  for  the  encouragement  of 
sueh  persons  as  shall  apprehend  the  said  Daniel  Shays,  Luke  Day, 
Adam  Wheeler  and  Eli  Parsons,  or  either  of  them,  and  deliver  them 
to  the  Sheriff  as  aforesaid — it  is  hereby  declared,  that  he  or  they 
shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  receive  out  of  the  public  Treasury  for 
thftt  service,  a  reward  of  one  hundred  &  fifty  pounds  for  Daniel 
Shays,  and  one  hundred  pounds  each  for  Luke  Day,  Adam  Wheeler 
k  Bli  Parsons. 

And  all  persons  whatsoever  are  hereby  strictly  commanded  not  to 
harbour,  entertain  or  conceal  the  said  Daniel  Shays,  Luke  Day,  Adam 
Wlieeler  or  Eli  Parsons,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their 
Peril,  and  avoid  the  Penalties  in  this  case  by  law  provided. 
.  Oiven  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Boston  this  ninth  day  of  Febru- 
ary, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  A  Eighty* 
seven ;  and  in  the  Eleventh  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

JAMES  BOWDOIN,* 

Tme  Copy,  By  His  Excellency's  Command, 

Attest  JOHN  ATERY,  jun'r,  Sec'y. 

»  See  CoL  Ecc,  XV.,  p.  170.    Proclamation  of  Pennsylvania,  177, 188. 
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OPIHIOir — JUBGSS  McK«AN  AKD  BbYAH  ON  .DsPESCUTIOff 

OF  Pay,  1787. 

The  Supreme  Exteaiive  CouDoil  of  the  Sute-of  Pennsylvania,  by 
their  act  of  the  4th  di^  of  Jannary  last,  which  was  received  oa  the 
6th  insi,  requested  the  opiiiion  of  the  Judges  upon  the  claim  of  Colo. 
James  O'Hara,  for  deprecia^tion  of  his  pay  as  Commissary  in  the 
General  Hospital.  The  certificate  of  Benjamin  Walker,  Commis- 
siODor,  uindcr  Congiesa  for  the  Hospital  depftrtmtint,  the  settlement 
of  said  d^m  by  John  Nicholson,  Comptrdler  Qeneral  of  the  State, 
»nd  the  opinion  of  WilliaDi  Bradford,  jr.,  atliomy  General  of  the 
BU^f*  reqjMcting  the  same  were  also  reodived. 

In  answer,  we  would  observe,  that,  as  the  oaaa  of  James  O'Hara 
has  not  been  stated  particularly,' we  apprehend  the  qaestioti  to  be  a 
general  one,  to  wit,  Whether  a  Commissary  of  a  district  Hospital, 
who  resigned  his  Appointm^t  after  the  10th  day  of  April,  1780,  or 
became  supernumerary  by  the  arrangement  of  the  Hospitals,  by 
Coo9«ss,  on  the  80th  day  of  September,  1780,  be  intitled  to  the 
deprecintiQu  of  his  pay,  under  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  20th 
day  of  February,  1782  ? 

It  may  be  proper  to  premise,  that  the  first  establishment  of  the 
Hospital  of  the  American  Army  was  upon  the  27th  July,  1775,  in 
which  th^re  is  no  tnontion  ma4e  of  a  Cammi$$arjf  ;  but  a  Clerk  and 
two  Siore-keeperg  are  named,  and  therein  called  t>ficer$.  By  the 
next  arrangement,  vis.,  April  7th,  1777.  A  Commisiary  of  the 
Hospitals  in  each  district  it  establbhed,  and  the  next  day  his  pay  is 
fixed  at  two  dollars  a  day,  and  his  rations  at  four  pec  day.  By 
anoth^  arrangement  made  on  the  80th  day  of  Septebmer,  1780, 
Commi99arie*  are  discontinued,  and  Stetpords  and  Ward-mMLUen 
are  therein  sited  <'  officers."  By  the  act  of  Congress,  dated  the  20th 
day  of  October,  1782,  the  Comptroller  is  directed  ^  to  adjust  the 
<<  aoceunts  of  all  <^e  officen  of  the  late  General  Hospital,  for  pay 
^<and  subsistence,  np  to  the  time  the  arrangement  took  place  in' 
^<  September,  1780,  or  for  so  much  of  the  precedins  time,  as  they 
^<  continued  in  service  Ac.,"  ''  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  Legisla^ 
^'  tures  of  the  several  States,  to  settle  and  discharge,  on  aooount  of 
^<  the  Udited  States,  the  depreciation  of  pay  of  such  oficers  in  the 
^<late  Geoeml  Hospital,  as  are  inhabitants  <^or  belonging  to  their 
<<  respective  States,  who  resigned  their  appointments  after  the  10th 
tt  day  of  April,  1780,  or  became  supernumerary  by  the  new  arrsnga- 
<<  meQt  in  September,  1780."  By  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  the  18th 
day  of  April,  1782,  the  Comptroller  General  is  dueeted  to  settW 
Ae  dopredation  of  thepay  of  such  officem. 
*  In  pursuance  of  the  Acts  above  recited,  the  Conmisnoner  of  tha 
United  States,  the' Comptroller  General  of  this  State,  and  the  Attor- 
ney General  are  of  opinion,  that  a  Commissary  of  the  Hoqiitail  la 
such  an  officer,  as  is  intitled  to  the  depr^ation  of  his  piy.  We 
*  See  page  68. 
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Uie  8id>Beriber8  (JiidgM  Atlae  and  Budi  being  out  of  Town)  upon 
mature  oonsideration  of  the  justice  of  the  ease,  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress and  the  purriew  of  aU  their  proceedings  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject^ ooQcur  in  the  sane  opinion. 

.      .  TH08.  MoKEAN, 

GEO.  BRYAN. 

Philadelphia,  Febr'yieth^  1787. 
Directed  J 

I'o  The  Honorable  The  Vice-President  and  the  jSupreme  Execo- 
ti?e  Council. 


Warrants  for  Lakds  m  kbw  Purchase  issued,  1787. 

Philad*,  Febr'y  19«,  1787. 
Sir,  . 

Agreeably  to  your  directions,  I  beg  leave  to  report,  that  during 
the  last  6  months  the  following  Warrants  were  issued  from  and  mo- 
nies paid  into  the  Receiver  Oenerarb  office,  fbr  Lands  in  the  new 
purchase,  viz* : 


,. 

A* 

1786— Avgnst, 

2  Warrants 

402 

£120  14  3 

S«pt., 

8        do 

218 

65  16  2 

Ootr., 

«         « 

It 

«    (f  It 

NOTT., 

((         (( 

It 

It   It  tt 

Deer, 

1          do 

185 

65  11  2 

1787^Jan'y, 

2         do 
SW" 

93 

27  18  0 

898A' 

£269  18  7 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your 

moBt  ob' Hble.  Semuit» 

FRA*  JOHNSTON. 

Hon'ble  Cba'8 

Biddle,  Esq'. 

*• 

Skc'T  or   COKGRESS  TO   PRBS.   OP  PENNSYLVANIA,    1787. 

(Circular.) 
^  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

PeVy21«  1787. 

Sir,  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Exoellenoy,  herewith 
ineloeed,  an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  am, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  ' 

obedient  ft  most  HumUe  Servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Peiin^yl?anS». 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


IQ»  PBNNSYJiVANIA  JLBOHIVB8^1787, 

Sbc'y  of  Oonorbss  to  Pres.  of  Pennsylvania,  1787. 

(Ciroalar.) 

Office  of  Secretary  of  GoDgreas. 
-March  !•',  1787. 
Sir, 

ParBuant  to  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  Esoel- 
lency,  herewith  enclosed,  a  state  of  the  representation  in  Congress 
for  the  Month  of  Deo',  Jan'y  &  Feb'y,  to  be  communicated  to  the 
Legislature.       * 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
&  most  Humble  Servant, 
CHA.  THOMSON. 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sec't  ABMSiRONa  TO  Attorney  General,  1787. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philad*,  March  !•*,  175G. 
Sir — Council  request  your  opinion  upon  the  following  question  as 
soon  as  it  may  be  Convenient : — 

If  the  Mihtia  was  called  in  the  year  1781,  and  if  an  appeal  was 
not  then  held  within  the  time  limitted  by  Law,  can  an  appeal  be  held 
now  J  if  not,  can  tho  fines  be  levied  off^he  delinquents  J 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE,  for 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jun  , 
Sec^. 
Wm.  Bradford,  Esq',  Attorney  Qen^* 


Pres.  Sullivan  of  N.  H.,  to  President  Franklin,  1787. 

State  of  New  Hampshire, 

Durham,  8d  March,  1787. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Assembly 
in  this  State  appointing  Delegates  to  meet  in  Convention  at  Phila- 
delphia the  second  day  of  May  next. 
And  am  with  much  esteem 

Sir,  your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 
Directed,  JNO.  SULLIVAN. 

His  Excellency,  The  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
Jno.,  Sullivan. 

*  His  reply  has  apt  beea  founcU 
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DspuTiBS  oif  Nbw  Hampshire  to  Convbntiok,  1787. 

State  of  Kew  Hsmpshirey 

In  the  Hoase  of  BepreaenUtives,  Jan';  17th,  1787. 
Beaolvedy  that  anj  two  of  the  Delegates  of  thk  State  to  the  Oott- 
giees  of  the  United  States,  be  and  herebj  are  i^>poiAted  &  anthoriaed 
aa  Depaties  from  this  state,  to  meet  snch  depuUes  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed and  anthoriied  by  other  States  in  the  Union,  to  aasemble 
in  Convention  at  Philadelphia  on  the  second  day  of  Hay  next,  and 
to  join  with  them,  in  derising  and  disoassina;  all  snch  alterations  ft 
farther  provisions  as  to  render  the  federal  (^nstiintion  adequate  to 
the  Exigencies  of  the  Union  &  in  reporting  such  an  aet  to  the 
United  States  in  Congress,  as  when  agreed  to  by  them,  and  duly 
confirmed  b^  the  seTeral  States,  will  effeetnally  provide  for  the 
same ;  But  m  case  of  the  Death  of  any  of  said  Deputies,  or  their 
declining  their  appointments,  the  Executive  is  hereby  authorised  to 
supply  soch  vacancies,  and  the  President  is  requested  to  transmit 
forthwith  a  Copy  of  this  Resolve  to  the  United  States  in  Congress 
ft  to  the  Executive  of  each  of  the  States  in  the  Union. 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence. 

JOHN  LANGDON,  8peak»r. 

In  Senate  the  same  day,  read  and  Concurred  with  this  amend- 
ment, that  the  said  Delegates  shall  proceed  to  join  the  Convention 
aforesaid  in  case  Congress  shall  signify  to  them,  that  thoy  approve 
of  the  said  Convention  as  advantageous  to  the  Union  and  not  an  in- 
fringement of  the  Powers  granted  to  Congress  by  the  Confederation. 

JNO.  SULLIVAN,  President. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  the  same  day  read  ft  concurred. 

JOHN  LANODON^  Speaker. 
A  true  Copy. 

Atteat,  JosBPn  Pbarsoh,  See'y. 


Memorial  of  Nobthuiibebland  Co.— Bboobdbr  of  Dbbds, 

1787. 

To  Hia  Sxcdiency  the  president,  and  ^the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsjivania. 

The  recommendation  of  the  magistrates  ft  other  freeholdtn-of  the 
County  of  NorthumberUnd^ 

Respectfully  Sheweth, 

That  as  the  Inhabitants,  and  others,  who  are  invested  with  Titles 
for  lands,  in  the  said  county  of  Northumberland, — are  obliged  by 
law  to  have  their  rights  recorded,  and  as  many  persons  not  knowing. 
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nor  not  having  their  titles  properly  ackaowledgedi  nor  proren.  Till 
they  spply  to  the  Recorder,  are  then  obliged  to  go  and  have  it  done, 
altho'  often  inoonvenient.  Therefore  as  we  Conoeive  it  would  be 
more  for  the  Gonyeniency  of  the  people, 

Woald  beg  leave  to  recommend,  that  the  recorder  of  said  Coanty 
-may  be  fvlly  impowered  by  your  Hon'ble  ConDcil,  for  the  purpose 
aff^resaid,  he  being  a  person,  wherein  saeh  trnst  and  Gonfidenoe 
Gan  be  reposed. 


Wm.  Anteji, 
John  Phulor, 
Jas.  Mnrray, 
And.  Stranbe, 
Joseph  Salmon; 
Xtoph  Bering, 
Beojn.  Lyon, 
Bobt.  Lyon, 
Benjn.  Walker, 
William  Fisher, 
Bobt.  Martin,     . 
Daniel  Montgbmeryi 
Bobt.  Taggart, 
David  Woodside, 
Jndoned, 

Marah  10, 1787. 


Daniel  Kelley, 
Wm.  Clark,  Bufalo. 
Thomas  Gaskins, 
James  M.  Lees, 
Bichard  Bobinson, 
Alex.  Ewing, 
Jno.  Nelson, 
Bobt.  Reynolds, 
Aaron  Kimrod, 
John  Clark, 
Jaines  Logan, 


Jacob  Dressbach, 
John  Lytic, 
Wm.  Sims, 
Wm.  Montgomery, 
Wm.  Shaw, 
Wm.  Cook, 
Jno.  Kelly, 
John  Aurand, 
John  Heckart, 
Jas.  Potter, 
W.  Irwin, 


W.  Clark,  Shamockin  Jacob  FoIImer, 
creek.  Ellas  TungmaUi 

Hearioh  Aurandt, 


ESTABLISHMBNZ  OV  THB   ^<  EVBNINa   ChRONICLB/'   1787. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  request  yon  will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  honora^ 
ble  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  that  t  have  lately  established  a 
Newspaper  in  this  City,  <^  The  Evening  Chronicle,''  which  I  hope 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Lhiblio.  The  patronage  of  the 
Council  by  an  Encouragement  equally  with  other  rapers^  will  more 
immediately  tend  to  give  it  a  general  Circulation. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  Esteem,  * 

your  very  obed.  Hble,  Servt., 

BOBBRT  SMITH. 

Phikdelphia,  12^'  March,  1787. 

The  Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  V.  P.  S.  Ex.  Council,  fto ,  &e. 
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Salbs  of  Dbprboiation  Lands,  1787.   . 

Pbi]ad%  Mar.  12%  1787. 
Sir, 

I  bes  kftre  to  npori  lo  Ganiioil,  that  pnrauant  to  pablio  notioe 
git^H,  I  proooeioEl  Ao  ibe  Bale  of  the  residne  of  Leets  distriot  of  De- 
preeiation  Landsy  at  the  Old  Coffee  Hoyae  in  Ibe  7^  klet.!  iMit  to  inj 
mat  suTprise  and  mortifioation  the  27  Lota  whioh  were  sold  on  that 
day  averased  odI  j  £5  8  4  ^  100  AOres. 

The  Salee  I  thea  poetponed  "^till  the  IC^  foUowiDA  when  bat  8 
LoU  were  told  at  the  rate  of  25b.  ^  100  Acres  onlj,  or  S«  ^  Aire. 
Upon  the  wholei  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  until  the  operation  of 
the  present  low  Sales  of  the  Donation  Lands  shaQ  dease,  no  more 
paUiio  Lands  so  remote  from  the  City  can  be  sold  at  Auction  to  any 
adyantage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  ot^  Servant, 

PBA«  JOHNSTON. 
Direeiedj 

The  HoB»«  Charles  Biddle^  Esquire,  in  Council. 


Council  to  Gov.  Olivtov,  of  N.  Y.— pAftrmoH  Like, 

1787. 

In  CoQnoil> 

Philad*.  Marofa  Ifith,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  as  the  Season 
for  resuming  the  business  of  the  partition  line  between  this  State  and 
that  of  New  York  is  now  fest  approaching,  The  Commissioners  of 
thia  State  have  it  in  instruction  to  commutiicate  with  the  Commis- 
flfonirs  of  yours»  upon  the  measures  which  must  necessarily  be  Con- 
certed previously  to  their  setting  ofl^  and  that  for  this  purpose  will 
attend  at  New  Totk  on  the  25tb  day  of  Urn  Month. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

your  £zoelleno/s  Moat  Obedient  Servant.* 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esquire,  President  State  of  New 
New  York. 


Fra's  Hopkinbon,  J.  A.,  to  Council,  1787'. 

Gentlemen : 

I  have  the  Honour  to  enclose  a  certified  Account  of  Fees  received 
in  my  Office  in  the  Quarter  ending  the  18th  Instant,  and  to  requopt, 


*  See  Col  Ree.,  Vol.  XV.,  page  180. 
6* 
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M  usoal,  your  Draft  on  the  Treasury  for  £60-  Advance  on  Aeoount 
of  Salary. 

I  haye  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  all  due  Bespect, 

GeDtlemen,  Your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  eervnnt, 

FKA'S  HOPKINSON  ♦ 
Philada.,  Mareh  16%  1787. 


Account  of  Fees  received  by  the  Honourable  Francis  Hopkinsoni 
£sq%  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  PeDnsylvauia,  from  the 
thirteenth  Day  of  December,  1786,  to  the  fourteenth  of  March. 
1787. 

Costo. 
1786. 
December  16.— Silas  Talbott  vs.  Brigs  Aohilles,  Patty  ft 

Hibemia £15     8 

Writs  of  Survey. 

(t    13 ^Brig  Auroral  Edward  Bice,  Master,  firom 

Cape  Francois 1  10 

1787. 
January  2.— —-Sloop  Active,  John  Wilaon, — suffered  by 

Ice  outward  bo' 1  10 

"      6  ■      Brig  Devonshire,  Wingate  Newman,  from 

Liverpool 1  10 

**    12--*— Ship  Ann,  James  Ramaee — Londonderry      1  10 

"        Sloop  Fanny,  Charles  B.  Finley— Fred- 

erioksburgb 1  10 

<<    23^- — Merehandize  consigned  to' 
Henry     Hirsch,    landed 
from  Ship  Hannah,  An- 
drew Davis,  Mast'. 
Costs. 

"    26 Robert  Reed,  et  al.  vs.  Sloop  Endeavour.      8 

Writs  of  Survey. 

February  1 Brig  Favorite,  George  Lyon — Malaga....     1  10 

*<    10 Ship  Liberty,  William  Frear*— Cork  ft 

St.  Ubes 1  10 

'/    lO-'-^Brig  Betsey,  Joseph  Vancise,  for  Repairs      1  10 
Costs. 
March    13 Francis  A.  Bichette  vs.  Francis  Garroan      1 


from  Am- 
sterdam. 

1  10 


£37  18 
♦  See  Col  Ree.,  Vol.  XV.,  page  186, 
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IdoUreby  Oortify^ilMt  U10  ^bove  b  a  live  a^  &itbful  Aikim^  4t 
•11  Fees  reoeared  bj  the  HoaounUe  th^  Jod^e  of  ibe  A<l«ii04tir 
aforeoMaed  between  the  thurteeoth  day  of  Deeember  leei  paat,  m4 
tkieJ>ay«    FhUadel^ia,  Maioh  14M7S7. 

JAMES  READ,  Reg*  of  6'  Court.   . 
Directed, 

Hifl  Exeellenej  The  President  and  Honoarable  Supreme  Sxeoii'^ 
tite  CouiMril.  / 


Hon.  Arthur  St.  Clair  to  Council,  1787.     . 

New  York,  Maich  19th,  1787. 
Bir, 

HaTiog  seen  a  resolotion  of  Coanoil  requiring  all  oflbMra  who 
bate  ptobllc  moniea  in  their  hands  fothwith  to  pay  op  their  rofpe<i 
tive  Baflanees ;  and  in  ease  of  ikilnre  that  they  be  dieplaoed,  and 
the  Conptroler  proeeed  against  them  for  the  reeotcry  of  them,  t 
fittd  myself  unfortnnately  in  a  situation  to  be  inelnded  in  the  mm* 
ber  of  those  who  may  be  eonsidered  as  delinqnent,  &  oonseqnently  ex* 
posed  to  the  operation  of  that  Resolution ;  &  to-morrow  is  the  ntmoel 

ririod  to  which  the  Comptroller  has  consented  to  extend  any  Delay; 
would  entreat  Council  to  consider  that  I  am  not  exactly  in  the 
same  situation  with  other  officers  concerned  in  the  collection  of  the 
public  Revenue ;  with  those  the  monies  come  directly  into  their 
hands  without  any  Risque ;  with  me  they  do  not  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  Business  of  the  vendue  office  has  been  conducted, 
which  I  did  not  introduce^  and  have  not  been  able  to  remedy.  I 
am  obliged  to  give  credit,  not  only  for  the  State  Duties,  but  for  the 
value  of  the  property  disposed  of,  and  to  make  advances  of  my  own 
Monies  to  the  proprietors,  and  collect  it  again  sometimes  with  great 
loss;  always  at  a  risque,  and  at  a  very  heavy  Expenee.  That  the 
Reason  of  my  being  at  present  so  &r  behind  is  the  large  out« 
alandhig  Debts,  which,  with  all  the  Industry  that  eonld  be  used,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  get  in.  That,  however,  I  do  expect  that  oit 
the  Day  a  oonsiderable  part  of  the  Ballance  will  be  paid  off.  That 
the  remedy  the  State  has  affainst  me  is  a  summary  one,  whereas 
against  my  Debtors,  when  obliged  to  bring  suits.  I  must  wait  all 
the  Delays  that  legal  forms  allow,  if  they  please  to  avail  themselves 
of  them ;  and  in  the  present  situation  of  Things,  there  are  few 
that  will  not  avail  themselves  of  them,  which  does  not  put  me  upon 
an  equal  footing.  That  the  consequenee  of  a  suit  will  probably  be 
ruiB  to  me  and  m^  family,  which  1  flatter  myself,  indeed  I  am  con- 
fident, it  would  give  pain  to  Council  to  faring  upon  any  Man  where 
there  was  no  Crime.    I  beg  Council  further  to  consider  that  so  far 
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hotik  Mog  i  Inoraiife  «Ami,  tbo  4sity  YehlM  has  netef^  shiie  ll  Iim 
bMI  te  my  iMindfl^  flMiTitaiiMd  my  Family,  «iid  tha*  for  Mine  iiiti« 
|)M  il  $ot«illy  has  tiol  paid  the  expeaoes.  I  peMuAd^  myadf  it 
was  their  Intention,  to  confef  a  Iftvenf  wkea  they  appdntei  itie  M 
the  offioe,  and  I  have  ever  oherished  the  meet  grateful  sentiments ; 
bat  at  this  moment  a  rigorous  ezaotioH  of  the  Ballanoe  I  owe,  wonld 
eonvert  it  into  the  most  omel  Injary  inTolving,  with  the  loss  of 
Oedil,  the  DeStmotioB  of  a  large  Family,  the  prinelpal  part  of 
whose  provision  has  been  swept  away  by  the  ezpenoes  that  attended 
«the  station  I  held  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Revolution,  and  the 
depreciation  of  the  money.  I  entreat  Council  &rther  to  consider 
that  the  State  runs  no  risque  of  finally  losing  the  Debt,  because  they 
have  ample  iseottrity  for  a  much  larger  Bum;  Wt  should  any 
Doubt  be  entertained  on  that  Head,  I  will  deposit  in  the  hands  of 
t(ie  Gomptrolier  public  securities  to  a  much  greater  amount.  It  ia 
peculiarly  unfortunate  that  at  this  time  I  am  confined  to  this  City } 
if  I  could  be  only  a  bw  Days  at  Philad'a,  I  have  reason  to  believe 
I  could  aceompliui  the  payment,  at  least  do  somethiog  towards  i% 
from  my  6wn  Fttbds,  which  I  oertaialy  would  tho'  at  a  gifeat  loeSi 
There  is,  however,  a  probability  that  I  shall  go  there — ^in  the  me«» 
tine  some  fiirther  indulgence  in  point  of  time  would  be  of  infibite 
Service,  and  I  have  to  request  Council  that  they  will  be  pleased  to 
l^ve  Direotiona  to  ike  Comptrolefi  accordingly  which  will  be  moat 
grateftiUy  acknowledged  by« 
Sir^  ydut  most 

obdt.  Humble  Servt., 

AU.  ST.  CLAIR.* 


Resolutions  op  Congbbss,  1787. 

In  Congressi  March  2l8t,  1787. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislaturea  of  the  several  States  cannot  of 
right  pass  any  act  or  acta  for  inrerpreting,  ezplaininff  or  construing 
a  national  treaty  or  any  part  or  olanse  of  it;  nor  for  restraining, 
limiting  or  in  any  manner  impeding,  retarding  or  counteracting  the 
Operation  and  execution  of  the  same,  for  that  on  bemg  constitutionally 
made,  ratified  and  published,  they  beoome  in  virtue  of  the  confederar 
Hon  part  of  the  law  of  the  land  and  not  only  independent  of  the 
will  and  power  of  such  Legislatures,  but  abo  binding  and  obligatory 
an  tbem. 

Resolved,  That  all  such  acta  or  part  of  acta  as  may  be  now  exist* 
lag  in  any  of  the  States  repugnant  to  the  Treaty  of  >  peace  oogbt  to 
be  forthwith  repealed ;  as  well  to  prevent  their  continuing  to  operate 
as  Violations  of  that  Treaty  as  to  avoid  the  disagreeable  necessity, 

*  Col.  R^c.  Xr.;  p.  18S,  104, 197.  p.  Wikotf  appointed  \n  his  filaee. 
Oen'l  St  Clair  having  «  been  advanced  to  a  high  station  by  the  U.  8.*' 
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ikm  ttlgbi  othiMM  U  tit  nfaki^  aM  dittiMuig  q«6Ma|ttB  lottth- 
ing  their  validity  and  obligation. 

Besolwlt  Thai  il  he  ^eoommended  to  the  sAreral  SMedi  tojitke 
iMh  ripeat,  rather  hy  deBoribing.thaii  leeitiag  the  taid  acle,  %t4  .for 
that  pnrpoee  to  paes  an  act  deelaring  in  general  tenne  thai  All  anoll 
aeta  and  fiart  of  acta  re|nignatit  ]to  Sie  Tretttj  of  ptaee  beftween  the 
United -States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  or  any  .attidle  th^ieofi  ahall 
heaadtherehyiiieiepeafed;  add  that  the  Oonrta  of  la#ittid  equity 
in  all.oanaes  or  questions  cognisable  by  them  restteetirely  a^d 
niaiog  from  or  tooohiaf  the  said  tieatyi  shall  deoide  and  adjudge 
aooor£ng  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  same,  any  thing 
in  the  said  acts  or  parts  of  acts  to  the  contrary  there^  in  any  wise 
iftotwitDstancluiflEi 
Indftrmt, 

1787,  March  2l8t.    Besoltition  of  GoDgress  recommending  the 
repeal  of  all  Legislative  Acts  repugnant  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 


BbSOLUTIONS  07  COKQRBSS,   1787. 

By  the  tinited  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

March,  23, 1787. 
On  the  report  of  a  oeosnitte^  appoibted  to  oonBidet  the  rednor 
tkma  ocooBsaiy  to  be  made  in  Iheidvil  list  depaftmeDt. 

Wheveaa  the  present  deranged  condition  of  the  national  ret^iiesy 
aad  the  numeroos  demands  en  the  federal  Weasnry,  atfe  Hot  only  con- 
siderations of  the  most  serious  weight  and  inportanee,  but  justly 
operate  m  powerful  motives  in  &vor  of  eivery  oBconomical  reform, 
which  can  with  safety  be  adopted  in  the  pubUo  ezpenditnm, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  to  be  allotted  to  the  support  of  the 
household  c^  the  president  of  Congress,  indudidg  the  salaries  of  the 
stevrard  and  private  aeoretary,  house  rent  and  all  other  expences, 
shall  not  exceed  a  sum  at  the  rate  of  eight  thousand  dollars 
annually. 

Resolved,  That  the  salaries  of  the  following  offieers  be  rednced| 
and  that  from  and  after  the  present  quarter, 

The  annual  salary  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress  be  at  the  rate  of 
two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

That  of  the  seeretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  department  of 
foreign  afiairs,  at  the  rate  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Tbit  of  each  of  the  oommissioners  of  the  board  of  treasury,  at 
the  rate  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  doUitrs. 

That  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  treasury,:  at  the  rate 'of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

That  of  the  treasurer,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
doflars. 
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Thttt  ^f  tiM  oMMpHoUor  of  the  tntmry,  al  Ao  mto  of  fifta^ 
hnndred  dollars. 

Ttial  of  the  auditor,  at  the  rat4  of  eight  handled  dollaii. 

That  of  the  deputy  aeoretarj  of  Coiigie«y  at  the  rate  of  eigbi 
hnndred  ddkra. 

That  ef  the  depiiij  aeoretary  of  foreign  affurs,  at  the  nio  of 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

That  of  the  steward  of  the  presideot's  hoosehold,  at  the  sate  of 
three  hutidred  dollars. 

That  of  the  private  secretary  of  presideBt)  at  the  raie  of  thraa 
hundred  dollars 

And  that  of  the  geographer  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
for  8Uoh  time  as  he  may  be  actually  employed  in  the  publio  servioe. 

Resolved,  That  the  services  and  duties  of  the  paymaster  general 
be,  and  hereby  are  united  with  those  of  the  commissioner  of  army  ac- 
counts, and  that  the  said  commissioDer,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
present  quarter,  be  allowed  in  full  for  his  services,  as  commissioner 
and  paymaster  general  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  annually. 

Resolved,  That  in  no  case  after  the  expiration  of  the  present 
quarter,  there  be  allowed  to  any  person  employed  as  an  assistant  or 
clerk  in  any  of  the  departments  under  Congress,  a  salary  exceeding 
the  rate  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually;  and  that  no 
door-keeper  or  messenger,  except  those  of  Congress,  be  allowed 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a«nually. 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  present  quarter  there  be 
annually  allowed  to  each  of  the  commissioners  of  the  eoniinental 
loan  ofiiee,  in  ftiU  for  all  services  and  daties  which  are  or  may  be 
annexed  to  their  respective  offices,  and  also  in  full  ibr  office  re&t, 
clerks  and  every  other  charge  except  that  of  stationary,  at  the  rata 
of  the  following  sums : 

For  New-Hampshire  six  hundred  and  fifty  doUars, 

Maasaohusetts  fifteen  hundred  doUars, 

RhodeJshind  six  hundred  d<dlara^ 

Connecticut  one  thousand  dollars. 

New- York  one  thousand  dollars, 

New- Jersey  seven  hundred  dollare, 

Pennsylvania  fift.en  hundred  dolkra, 

Delaware  six  hundred  dollars, 

Maryland  one  thousand  dollars^ 

Virginia  fifteen  hundred  dollars^ 

North-Carelina  one  thonsand  doUan, 

South-Carolina  eight  hundred  dollarsi 

Georgia  six  hundred  doUars. 

Provided  that  in  those  cases  where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  board 
of  treasuryi  the  public  interest  may  require  the  employment  of  one 
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or  viora  okrkB  in  hbj  of  the  loAn  offioeh  at  the  puUfc  ezpMM,  tfae 
iiiid  bcttd  be  aad  hereby  tre  anthorifled  to  odnlinne  m  employ  sveh 
derk  or  eferka,  not  eseeediiig  tbe  term  of  three  monthe -after  the 
eipiiatiDii  of  die  pceaent  qaarter. 

CHA.  THOMPSON. 

Sefe'y* 


B.  BaLUBB  OlBSREVATtOHS  ON  THB  LBHIOH  BI7BR,  1787. 

ObaerVatioDS  on  the  Lehigh  River^  The  advaQtaffes  whieh  would 
result  to  the  City  of  Philada.,  the  Counties  of  NorthnmberlaDdi 
Luerae,  Northampt.  &o,,  from  the  Navigatioa  thereof,  ■&  Hoads  to 
the  Saaqaehannah. 
Sir, 

The  Biver  Lehigh  discharges  itself  into  the  Delaware  at  EastoD| 
&  is  by  Nature  Nayisable  for  Boats  of  upwards  of  Twelve  Tun's 
Burden  in  Halfe  Freshes  some  distance  above  Northampton  Town 
aboot  Twenty  odd  miles  from  Easton,  and  Rafts  of  about  Nine  hun- 
dered  Feet  of  Lumber  come  down  from  the  Saw  mills  Near  the 
Broad  mountain,  between  Forty  &  Fifty  miles  from  the  Delaware 
al<»ig  the  oourse  of  the  River.  I  supose  the  distance  from  the  Dela- 
ware to  the  mouth  of  the  Quakake  along  the  Course  of  the  Lehigh  to 
be  about  Sixty  miles.  This  is  at  the  edge  of  the  Oreat  pine  Swamp 
where  the  State  High  way  laid  out  from  the  Gap  of  the  mountain  to 
Wyoming  Crosses  this  River,  about  Eighty  four  miles  from  the  city, 
Twenty-five  from  Wyoming  &  about  Twenty  from  the  Nesoopeck  falls 
of  the  Sosquehanah,  Where  a  good  Road  may  be  made  with  very 
small  ezpence  Considering  the  great  advantage  of  Bringing  the  Pro- 
duce from  the  Heads  of  the  East  &  West  Branches  of  the  Susque- 
banah  to  this  City  with  Twenty  miles  Land  Carriage  only.  A  sum 
of  about  Two  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  Pounds  would  be  snffioient 
to  Clear  the  Lehigh  of  every  obstruction  so  as  to  make  the  Naviga- 
tion safe  for  Boats  &  Rafts  near  Two  Thirds  of  the  Season.  The 
sum  of  money  Now  appropriated  towards  making  the  Road 
to  Wyoming,  would  make  a  good  Wsggon  Road  to  the  Gap  of 
Quakake  Hill  &  a  Slay  Road  from  thence  to  Wyoming.  I  suppose 
That  Two  Hundred  or  Two  Hundred  &  Fifty  pounds  would  make  a 
veiy  Qood  Road  from  the  Quakake  Hill  to  Nesoopeck  falls,  which 
would  be  the  Carrying  Place  for  Both  Branches  of  the  Susquehanah. 
If  the  Navigation  of  Lehigh  &  the  Roads  to  the  Susquehanah  were 
thus  Improved  I  should  be  Warranted  to  say  that  the  Produce  even 
from  the  west  Branch  of  the  Susauehanah  might  be  Bro't  to  Pbilad. 
25  ^t.  Cheaper  than  by  any  other  route.  Consequently  the  Far- 
mers would  find  it  their  advantage  to  bring  Their  Produce  to  this 
City  in  preference  to  Baltimore  or  any  other  market  whatsoever,  & 
keep  up  that  intercourse  between  the  Farmers  pf  Pennsylyania  &  the 

»  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  192. 
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nMtshuiHiof  Fbilida.  which  is  Ba«Miiiiid  To  a Tiiidfbg'Ooavtry 
Hk6  imf^  M«oh  migklbe  Mid  cm  tin  advtDtogM  «f  Fcridag  4kh 
Osen  instead  of  fiorMt,  mhinh  CbiUge  oaly  cm  bo'efeotid  b7<Im-» 
Droved  iDland  Navigation.  If  tha  State  would  lay  oot  a  mn  of 
Three  or  Poor  Thousand  Pounds  ^  anm.  which  wonld  be  a  Tax  of 
aboot  a  ^hilling  on  each  Taxable  Inhabitant,  in  a  few  years  the 
Delaware,  Lehigh  %  Schnylkill  Rivers  &  theRoiad  to  the  westward 
might  be  Improved  in  such  a  manner  That  the  produce  from  the 
mdst  Kemotest  parts  of  ihe  State  (Partienlarly  that  Improvhig  part 
Between  the  East  &  West  Branches  of  the  Susanehanah)  might  be 
i>ronght  to  this  market  with  the  greatest  ease  ana  much  less  expence 
than  the  present  mode. 

I  have  made  the  above  observation  from  my  own  Knowledge  8t 
Experience  of  the  Facts  stated  &  should  not  hesitate  one  moment  to 
enter  into  Contract.to  Clear  the  River  Lehigh  ft  make  the  Road 
before  mentioned  for  the  Estimated  sums. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Bxoellency^s 
most  obedt.  Hble.  Servt  ^ 

STEPHEN  BALLIET  * 
Direciedf 

His  Excellency,  Benjn.  Franklin  Bsqr, 
Indarmdf 

March  1787. 


Bbct.  of  Cohgress  to  Prbs,  Fbanklik,  1787. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

March  31st,  1787. 
BIr, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellencv  herewith  en- 
closed an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  passed  the 
28d,  for  reducing  the  public  expenditure. and  a  state  of  the  repre- 
sentetionf  for  the  present  month|  and  am, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  Excellency's,  most  obedient, 

&  most  Humble  servant, 

CHA  THOMSON. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  pp.  188, 186,  and  Col.  Bee.,  XV.  p.,  106. 
f  6  States  were  represented  on  8  days, 
^     <(  ft  2  '* 

8     "  "  8  "* 

g      cf  ii  0  « 

Peniisylvaoia  was  represented  every  day,  Messrs    St  Clair,  Irwine, 
Meredith  and  Bingham  were  the  represeDtatiyes. 
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IlliOIfiT  PiCKBEIHa  TO  GjKN.   MUHLSMBSRO,   1787. — ^BOAI) 
TO  WYQHiNa. 

Philadelphia,  April  5, 1787. 
De«rSif, 

The  AMemUj  having  graQted  £160  for  the  piTjKMie  of  i^^ing  i^ 
load  from  the  moath  of  Nesoope^  Creek,  to  the  Lehigh  (a  distanoe 
ef  about  three  k  tweatj^  milee,)  two  p^sona  will  .unidertake  lo  per* 
ton  the  work,  if  that  Bum  oan  be  appropriated  to  that  vte. ;  They 
proposed  getting  an  additional  aom  bj  sabsoription,  to  be  ealled  for 
if  the  poblie  grant  proved  inadequate.  But  this  seemed  a  begiaiyng 
at  the  wrong  end;  and  after  a  full  eonaideration  of  the  natter,  I 
propoaed  the  following  plan  of  prooeedure  vis. 

That  applioation  should  be  made  to  Goupoil  to  appoint  Bvaa 
Owen  a  *oomniiarioner  to  e^^plore,  survey^  &  mark  the.  beat  route  for 
the  road — and  that  Jaeob  Weiss  should  contraet  to  open  it,  so  as  to 
reader  it  fit  for  the. passing  of  Waggons  carrying  a  ton  weight. 

This  proposal  I  made  od  this  principle — That  persons  deeply 
interested  in  having  the  shortest  and  best  road  out,  would  be  ths 
fittest  to  be  employ^  to  ezeoute  the  work. 

Mr.  Owen  ia  an  intelligent  man,  and  (I  find  on  enquiry)  a  man  in 
whom  the  publie  may  repeae  great  oonfipenee.  He  owns  a  tract  of 
land  oppoeite  the  mouth  ^  Nesoopeok,  which  he  has  laid  out  into 
lots  for  a  town,  and  has  no  vntermtdiait  interest.  He^  therefore 
pursuing  his  own  interest  will  seek  the  shortest  &  best  route;  an4 
is  so  solicitous  to  have  the  work  done,  that  he  has  consented  to 
undertake  the  trust ;  and  as  the  public  grant  will  probably  be  in- 
sofficient  for  opening  a  good  road,  he  will  perform  the  duty  of  Com- 
viimoMT  h  S^eycir,  gratis  ;  the  public  only  furnishing,  out  of  the 
JC150  granted,  provisions  and  paying  the  hands  necessary  to  be 
employed  as  chain  carriers  and  markers,  this  service  of  his  to  come 
in  place  of  the  sum  he  would  otherwise  iubscribe  to  the  work. 

Mr.  Weiss  has  an  interest  near  the  hither  end  of  the  proposed 
road,  and  is  equally  anxious  to  have  it  opened.  He  will  contract  to 
do  it,  for  4he  remainder  ot  the  £150,  trusting  to  obtain  by  aub- 
serfptions  what  shall  bo  r^oisite  to  complete,  ^he  road,  if  that 
remainder  should  be  insufficient. 

Vr  Ow^so  wlU  explore  A  Survey  the  road,  &  return  a  plan  of  it  to 
Couneil,  by  the  last  of  this  month ;  and  if  the  Council  approve  of  ity 
Mr.  Weiss  will  open  it  without  delay;  and  he  thinks  he  can  cbm- 
pletelt by' midsummer;  provided  hecanbegrntolfork  e&rly  hi  May 
and  18  furnished  with  a  part  of  the  money  to  lay  in  provisions  &a 

I  confess  that  I  cannot  conceive  of  a  more  eligibe  mode  of  exe- 
cuting this  business;  and  I  ho^  it  maybe  agreeable  to  Councfl 
Tib  an  object  of  great  importance.  At  present  the  only  way  fn  which 
any  neeessary  goods  can  be  transported  to  the  coun^  of  Loxeme,  in' 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  fo\.  %V.,  p.  195.— Also  pages  182, 185  of  this. 
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by  land  from  Philadelphia  to  Mtddletown  98  mileii  or  to  Harrialmrg 
upwards  of  a  hniidred  miles ;  and  then  by  boats  ap  the  Soaqvehanah 
aboQt  120  miles  to  Wyoming.  This  oirenitotts  route  is  so  expensive 
as  to  forbid  the  attempt  to  bring  any  produoe  form  Wyoming  to 
this  city. 

I  tmst  this  matter  will  appear  to  yon  deserving  of  the  immediate 
attention  of  Gonnml ;  and  that  the  necessity  of  the  measnrei  and  the 
ease  and  certainty  with  which,  in  the  the  way  above  proposed,  it 
may  be  ezecnted,  will  be  motives  snfiBieient  to  induce  Gonncil  to 
adopt  it  if  it  hepotnble  to  famish  the  money ,  and  I  hope  the  ciroom* 
stances  of  this  case  may  warrant  an  eztraoidinary  exertion. 

I  feel  the  greater  solicitude  on  this  subject,  beoause  I  fear  a  direoi 
road  to  Wyoming,  ^for  which  the  Assembly  muted  £300)  cannot 
soon  be  opened.  The  sum  being  double  what  is  granted  for  the 
other  road,  cannot  so  conveniently  be  spared ;  and  perhaps  it  will 
be  proper  to  have  another  examination  of  the  country  before  the 
route  IB  fixed.  When  last  at  Wyoming  I  had  good  information  that 
a  road  might  be  opened  from  thence  to  this  city,  without  ascending 
or  descending  a  single  mountain;  and  that  the  part  of  it  which 
would  cross  the  Great  Swamp  would  be  easly  made  good ;  and  yet 
that  the  distance  would  not  probably  exceed  110  or  115  miles. 

I  wished  to  have  conversed  with  you  on  this  business,  &  called 
this  evening  at  your  house ;  but  yon  were  not  at  home.  If  I  coukL 
learn  the  opinion  of  OouncU  upon  it,  before  I  set  off  for  Wyoming, 
ft  would  give  me  great  pleasure  ft  therefore  I  pray  you  to  introdaoe 
it  to-monow  morning. 

I  am  respectfully  sir, 

your  most  obedt.  Servt. 

T.  PICKBBINQ. 

General  Muhlenberg. 


EXT&AOT— LbTTBB   Ad'W    ElLIOOTT    to    y.    P.,    BiDDLB — 
NOBTHBBN  BoUNBABTy  1787. 

Baltimore,  April,  6th  1787. 

Sir, 

I  have  arranged  my  affairs  in*  this  state,  and  intend  setting  out 
for  Philadelphia  on  the  last  of  this  month  to  assist  in  making  such 
nreparations  as  may^  be  thought  necessary  to  compleat  the  northern 
boundary  this  ensuing  summer.  In  the  mean  time  it  may  be  advi- 
seable  for  Mr.  William  Armstione*  to  procure  the  pack-Horses  that 
may  be  wanting,  and  make  the  other  preparations  for  conveying  our 

♦  Soe  Col.  Bee.,  XV.,  p.  19a 
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hutnxmBntaf  fto.,  to  Middletown.  From  that  Gentleman's  ozertionB 

last  season,  I  am  indaoed  to  plaoe  mach  confidenoe  in  him  this 

The  Seneea  Chiefs  who  attend  on  behalf  of  their  nation,  will  expect 
two  rifled  Gnns,  I  remember  speaking  to  you  on  this  sabjeot  last 
fall.        *        *        *        *         ^ 
lam  Sir 

Tonr  RV\  Serv't, 

AND'W  ELLICOTT* 
Direeied, 
To  Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Esqr.,  Phikdelphia. 

FaTonred  by    1 
Mr.  S.  Preston,  | 


Timothy  FicxERiNa  to  Ojsn.  Muhlenbsrg,  1787. 

FhUadelpbia,  April  7, 1787. 
Dear  Sir, 

Sinee  I  saw  you  this  afternoon,  I  have  oonsnlted  with  CoFo  Deni« 
son  on  the  snbject  of  a  road  to  Wyoming,  and  we  are  olearly  of 
opinion  that  it  will  not  be  expedient  to  open  one  until  the  eonntry 
is  farther  explored.  We  have  such  information  as  to  indnce  ns  to 
helioTO  that  a  road  may  be  cnt  from  the  Water  Oap  of  IJehigh  to 
Wilkesbarre,  without  ascending  or  descending  a  single  mountain ; 
there  beinc  very  practicable  gaps  in  all  the  mountains  which  inter* 
▼ene ;  and  the  taking  the  advantage  of  those  gaps,  it  appears  to  us, 
will  not  materially  increase  the  length  of  the  road ;  or  whatever 
that  increase  may  be,  the  greater  facility  of  making  &  travell* 
ing  the  road,  will  more  than  counterbalance  the  greater  lengtb. 
On  Mr.  BalHotsf  route  several  bad  momitaiBS  appear;  &  he 
pasMS  t^em  by  many  detours,  or  zigsig  directions;  and  the  making 
In  sneh  plaoas  a  tolerable  wafl;gon  road,  will  occasion  a  great 
expense;  and  ttsan  expanse  whieh  will  never  have  an  end;  for 
sneh  steep  roads  are  generally  in  bad  condition,  because  every  great 
fsin  will  destroy  what  mnch  labour  has  effacted ;  and  bowever  well 
repaired,  atill  the  toil  of  horses  &  cattle  in  passing  them  is  severe 
and  perpetual.  Whereas  a  road  thro'  a  swamp  or  m<Mrass,  when 
onea  well  made,  will  last  an  age,  and  is  passed  with  loaded  teams 
inth  perfect  ease.  But  what  is  called  the  Great  Swamp  is  generally 
hard  ground  ;  and  all  the  miry  parts  on  the  present  route,  (being 
what  is  called  Sullivan's  road,)  which  is  by  no  means  deemed  an 
eligible  one  would  not  together  exceed  two  miles.  This  is  the  opin- 
ion of  a  man  who  has  pasied  it  a  hundred  times.    Can  it  admit  of  a 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  190. 
f  See  pages  181,  188. 
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question  which  is  most  expedient  to  make  a  two  ot  fonr  mile  roaS 
over  a  monntain,  &  be  snbjeot  to  toil  np  &  down  it  fbrever — or  in 
the  first  instance  to  make  a  canse-way  two  miles  long?  We  therefore 
hope  that  no  more  money  may  be  expended  on  the  road  marked  by 
Mr.  Balliot,  until  on  a  further  examination,  it  shall  appear  that  none 
better  can  be  found.  When  we  are  at  Wyoming,  we  will  endeavour 
to  get  farther  informati6n,  and  if  possible,  to  engage  proper  persons 
to  explore  a  new  route.  On  my  return  from  thence,  I  will  give  you 
whatever  information  we  shall  obtain. 

Our  solicitude  on  this  subject  arises  from  our  sense  of  the  impor- 
tance of  choosing  the  hut  route;. because  when  once  chosen  ft  much 
money  shall  have  been  expended  upon  it,  it  will  not  be  easy  to  alter 
it :  a  permanent  improvement  of  such  consequence,  it  would  Beem, 
should  not  be  begun  without  ^thorough  examination. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  would^  a  matter  of  regret,  if  so  fair  an  op- 
portunity, as  that  suggested  in  my  former  letter  of  making  the  road 
to  Neecopeck,. could  not  be.  embraced. 
I  am  dear  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  servant, 

T.  PICKERING. 
Directed, 

General  Muhlenberg.* 


Petition  to  Council — Recording  Dbbbs,  178T. 

To  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

A  Desire  of  comuunieating  to  yoar  Hoaorv^  such  Information,  m 
w«  eonoeive  would  be  of  Utility  to  the  inhahitasts  of  this  City  A 
County;  induoea  us  to  inform  your  Honors,  tliat  we  are  convinced  it 
would  be  a  gnuit  Convenience  to  them  if  they  could  have  their  Deeda^ 
Martgages  &o.,  acknowledged  In  the  Reoorders  Offioe  wfaein  tkey 
vmat  neceasarily  be  lodged  before  they  are  recorded ;  This  however 
salutary,  cannot  be  done,  untill  the  Recorder  Matkew  Irwin,  Iiaq.,f 
Is  vested  with  Powers  hem  your  Honors :  and  as  his  Conduct  la 
Ofie^  has  given  the  greatest  Satisftotion  to  the  Citiiias  mt  large^ 

*  He  resigned  as  Gomndssioner  of  CUums  in  LnseneCo.,  May  ll — See 
Col.  Eeo.,  XV.,  p.  214. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XV.,  p.  192. 
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We  take  tiie  Liberty  of  reqaeBting  jonr  Honors  to  grant  him  a 
Cammurioti  of  the  Pleaa. 
We  are  (Oentlemen) 

aioet  Beepeotfollj  your 

Honor'a  moei  Ob't  H'ble  Serv'ls, 

Wm.  TarabHll,  Patk.  Moore, 

David  MoCalloagbi  Robeit  Orajy 

Blair  MeOenaohani  Charles  Risk| 

Robt.  Paisley,  Rob't  Bridges, 

Joseph  Carson^  Jno.  Mifflin, 

John  Dnnlapi  Jos.  Mifflin. 
John  Taylor, 

April  7th,  1787. 


JoHK  Abmstrono,  Jr.,  toPres.  Franklin,  1787. 

Sir, 

Your  Iczeellenoy  &  Gonneil  will  be  pleased  to  aooept  my  most 
respeotfnl  acknowledgments  for  the  inddgenoe  granted  me  by  their 
Vote  of  this  Momiog.-  As  pecuniary  considerations  have  at  no 
time  entered  into  my  motives  to  public  aotion,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
lalonB  the  board  that  should  I  go  to  Congress  I  shall  feel  myself 
obliged  to  apply  the  Sallery  given  me  as.  Secretary,  agreeably  to  its 
m^saX  intention,  k  of  ooorse  to  employ  such  additional  Assistant 
as  will  prevent  any  neglect  in  the  execution  of  the  duty  of  that 
appointment. 

I  am,  Sr, 

With  the  greatest  respect, 
Tour  most  obedient 

ft  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.* 
10th  April,  1787.    Pyiadelphia. 
His  Excellency,  the  President. 


*  He  was  appointed  member  of  OongreM— end  Gonvcil  granted  him  the 
^vilege  of  attending  to  it»  Ap.  10.    Col.  Beo.,  VoL  XV.,  p.  196. 
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Land  Officers  to  Council.    YiRaiMU  Titlbs,  1787. 

Philadiui  April  13th,  1787. 

We  beg  leave  to  represent  to  year  l^pnorable  Board  that  a  certain 
Samnel  Riddle  and  John  Hill,  both  of  Fallowfield  Township,  in  the 
Gonntj  of  Washington,  did  on  the  10th  Instant,  produce  to  ns  by 
way  of  information,  two  Patents  for  Lands  lying  in  the  Connty 
aforesaid,  in  this  State,  granted  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,' 
as  follows.  Viz.,  one  Patent  to  Vincent  Calvin  for  634  Acres  in  the 
County  of  Ohio,  (formerly  Yohomia)  dated  4th  December,  1786, 
for  which  he  paid  to  the  said  Commonwealth  the  Sum  of  Three 
pounds  5s.  Sterlg.,  with  the  fees  of  Office — signed  Edmund  Rai^ 
dolph  &  indorsed  "  Examined  &  Recorded,''  &  countersigned  by 
John  Harvie,  Register  Land  Office. 

One  other  Patent  to  Vinson  Colvin  for  299}  Acres  situate  as 
above,  consideration  One  pound  10s.  Sterling,  with  fees  of  Office, 
dated  March  8th,  1785,  Signed  Patrick  Henry,  and  indorsed  and 
countersigned  as  above. 

As  it  appears  to  us  highly  improper  that  (he  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia  should  grant  Lands  acknowledgedly  within  the  Limits  of 
this  Government  to  our  own  Citixens,  more  especially  when  we  reflect 
that  this  State  and  the  said  Commonwealth  by  thdr  CommissionerB 
respectively  appointed  for  the  purpose,  had  mutually  concluded  and 
signed  an  agreement,  which  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  Acta  of 
the  Legislatures  of  both  States,  in  which  agreement  are  the  followioff 
remarkable  words,  '<  On  condition  that  the  private  property  and 
*<  rights  of  all  persons  acquired  under,  founded  on,  or  recognized  by 
''  the  Laws  of  either  Country,  previous  to  the  date  hereof,  be  saved 
''  &  confirmed  to  them,  altho'  they  should  be  found  to  fall  within 
*^  the  other,  and  that  in  the  decision  of  disputes  thereon,  preference 
*^  shall  be  given  to  the  older  or  prior  Right,  which  ever  of  the  said 
*^  States  the  same  shall  have  been  acquired  under,  such  persona 
'^  paying^  within  whose  boundary  their  Lands  shall  be  included,  the 
<<  same  purchase  or  Consideration  Money  which  would  have  bdea 
<<  due  from  them  to  the  State,  under  which  they  claimed  the  right, 
<'  &  where  any  such  purchase  or  consideration  money  hath  since  the 
'^  Declaration  of  American  Independence  been  received  by  either  State 
^'  for  Lands,  which  according  to  the  before  recited  agreement  ahall 
^  fall  within  the  Territory  of  the  other,  the  same  shall  be  reciprocall  j 
''  refunded  &  repaid"  And  it  appearing  to  us  extremely  inja- 
rioas  to  the  Revenues  of  this  Commonwealth  as  well  as  a  peculiar 
hardship  to  many  of  her  Citizens  that  the  Consideration  money  for 
these  Lands  should  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  another  State  in- 
stead of  our  own,  in  direct  violation  of  the  foregoing  agreement,  we 
have   therefore  considered  it  our  duty  to  lay  this  short  detail  of 
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Fkoto  before  you,  in  order  that  Council  may  take  such  steps  in  the 
premisses  as  to  their  wisdom  shall  seem  meet. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
Yoor  most  obedient 

ft  yery  Hamble  Servants. 

JNO.  LUKENS, 
DAVID  KENNEDY, 
FKA8.  JOHNSTON. 

It  has  frequently  happened  that  III  disposed  persons  have  made 
ebmonrs  to  the  Oovemment  of  Virginia^  alledging  that  Pensy'a  were 
devesting  from  the  Compact,  it  has  npon  Enquiry  proved  ever  other* 
wise ;  that  it  is  now  known  to  this  Government  that  Contrary  to 
Compact|  people  ^ven  East  of  the  Territoryi  lately  ceded  to  Penna. 
by  Vir.,  Patents  have  been  granted  by  Vir.,  that  when  these  Titles 
comes  to  be  disputed ,  the  Claimants  under  these  Titles  will  probably 
make  Complaint  to  Vir. ;  this  Intimation  to  Vir.  will  prevent  uneasi- 
nesB  in  that  Government.  In  some  of  those  Deeds  the  Land  is  said 
(on  the  face  of  the  Deed)  to  be  in  Ohio  County  (formerly  Yougha.) 
which  proves  that  Virga.  has  been  imposed  on ;  for  those  lands  are 
not  in  that  part  of  Youffhuaeany  County,  which  was  afterwards 
annexed  to  Ohio  County  m  Virga.,  but  in  that  part  of  Yougha  Cy. 
which  is  in  Penna.,  Washington  County.  By  this  conduct  Penna. 
looses  the  officers  fee,  which  is  part  of  the  Bevenue  of  the  State,  nor 
is  Viiga.  bound  to  pay  to  Penna.  any  Monies  Received  ss  purchase 
Moneyj  after  the  Compact  was  Comfirmed  by  Law. 
I%d9rud{  Notes  on  the  Land  Officers  report.'*' 


JoHK  Nicholson,  Com*b,  to  Pres.  Fkanklin,  1787. — 
Mud  Island. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  Beport  that  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the 
Honorable  The  Council,  I  have  agreed  that  the  land  at  Billings' 
p^ri  shall  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  Anthony  Dougherty  and  Thomas 
Hewit,  jointly  on  a  lease  for  seven  years,  and  they  are  to  have  the 
use  of  buildings  and  rails  that  are  now  there ;  they  on  their  parts 
agree  to  pay  the  Taxes  accruing  within  that  period  and  to  pay  for 
this  year  the  sum  of  two  pounds  five  shillings,  and  for  the  next  six 
years  the  annual  rent  of  four  nound  ten.  At  the  end  of  their  lease 
to  leave  1000  Cedar  rails  on  the  place  more  than  are  now  there,  to 
take  care  of  the  Military  Stores  and  public  buildings  that  are  there, 
that  the  same  be  preserved  and  to  deliver  it  up  at  any  time  this 
Commonwealth  may  desire,  it,  they  receiving  such  compensation 

*  Tbe  above  paragraph  appears  to  be  the  remarks  of  some  iDdiTidnal  on 
flie  preoeding  loiter,  there  is  no  signatare  to  it,  and  is  written  on  a  separate 
sheet,  and  in  a  different  hand. 
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(or  their  loflsea  thereby,  ae  three  jodicioiu  and  indiffeceut  nen  maj 
agree  to  allow  them,  and  each  of  them  to  give  good  aeourity  fof  the 
performance  of  their  covenants. 

There  have  also  been  proposals  made  to  me  bj  snndrv  .peraonsi 
who  wish  to  take  Mad  Island,  bat  not  being  empowered  to  make 
any  agreement  therefor  ,1  think  it  mj  daty  to  state  them. 

Jchn  Jonet  proposes  good  secarity  to  xeep  the  banks  ap,  he  to 
receive  £75,  at  present  to  repair  them  and  to  enjoy  the  profits 
thereof,  afterwards  for  seven,  eight  or  ten  years,  and  to  take  care  of 
the  property  of  the  slate  there  intrusted  to  himi  and  to  deliver  it  up 
at  the  end  of  his  lease  in  good  order. 

John  Rinker,  who  is  recommended  as  an  honest  industrions  man, 
by  those  in  whose  employ  he  hath  been,  proposes  to  take  it  for  five 
years,  he  to  enjoy  all  the  profits  thereof,  and  to  receive  £30  for  the 
present  year,  and  £10  every  year  afterwards,  to  deliver  it  np  at  the 
expiration  of  s**  term  in  good  order ;  and  Wm.  Elijah  Weed  will 
become  his  secarity  ao  far  that  the  £30  now  to  be  paid  him  shall  all 
be  applied  to  Bepairing  the  banks;  and 

Lewis  Rae  also  warmly  recommended,  proposes  to  take  it  for  five 
or  seven  years,  and  to  pay  100  dollars  annual  rent  for  the  same,  & 
to  deliver  it  up  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  with  the  banks  in  good 
repair,  to  take  care  of  the  public  stores  there  committed  to  his  care. 
He  to  receive  £100  the  present  year  to  repair  the  banks  to  be  paid 
him  as  the  same  may  be  wanted  therefor,  to  be  accountable  that 
the  whole  shall  be  applied  to  repair  sd.  Banks  this  year;  and  if 
they  should  not  cost  so  much,  to  return  the  overplus.  To  be 
allowed  the  common  use  of  the  wharf  on  State  Island  to  the  Road 
for  going  and  returning  to  Mud  Island,  and  to  give  gooj  freehold 
security,  (John  Taylor,  viz. :)  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
part  of  The  Covenant*. 

*  I  have. the  Honor  to  be/ 

with  high  respect,  your 

Excell/s  Obdt.  Servt., 

Ap'l  14th,  1787.  JNO.  NI0HOL3ON.* 

DirecUdy 

His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  Pros,  in  Council. 


Extract— And*w  Ellicott  to  V.  P.  Biddle,  1787. 

Baltimore,  April  16th,  1787. 
Bear  Sir, 

This  day  two  weeks  I  shall  set  out  for  Philadelphia  to  attend  on 
the  northern  boundary,  and  do  think  it  highly  necessary  that  every 
thing  should  be  done  by  the  commissary  that  we  may  be  enabled  to 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  198. 
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set  oat  for  Middle  Town  by  the  7fth  day  of  May  next.  I  have 
proenred  Hones  for  myself,  in  consequence  of  which  I  have  been 
under  the  neesessatv  of  drawing  upon  Mr.  Ritten  house  for  the  sum 
of  sixty  pounds,  which  I  desire  you  would  instruct  him  to  pay ;  the 
dranght  is  at  sixteen  days  sight,  and  therefore  not  payable  'till 
after  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  yon  in  Philadelphia. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Tonr  Hbl.  Servt., 

ANDW.  ELLICOTT.* 

Hon.  Charles  Biddle^  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


Resolutions  of  Congress,  1787. 

By  tbe  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

April  21st,  1787. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasary,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
report  a  plan  for  selling,  for  public  securities,  the  townships  surveyed 
in  the  western  territory, 

ResolvMl,  That  after  the  secretary  at  war  shall  have  drawn  for 
the  proportionate  quantity  of  the  lands  already  surveyed,  which  were 
assigned  to  the  late  army,  agreeably  to  the  ordinance  of  20th  May, 
1785,  the  remainder  shall  be  advertised  for  sale  in  one  of  the  news* 
papers  at  least  of  each  of  the  states,  and  at  the  expiration  of  five 
months  from  this  day,  the  sale  of  the  land  shall  commence  in  the 
place  where  Congress  shall  sit,  and  continue  from  day  to  dav  until 
the  same  shall  be  disposed  of;  provided  that  none  of  the  lands  shall 
be  sold  at  a  less  price  than  one  dollar  per  acre,  and  that  the  sale 
shall  be  made  agreeably  to  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  ordinance 
aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  one-third  of  the  purchase-money  shall  be  imme* 
diately  paid  in  any  of  the  public  securities  of  the  United  States,  to 
tb«  treasurer  of  the  said  states,  and  that  the  remaining  two-thirds 
shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  in  three  months  after  the  date  of  the 
sale,  on  which  payment  (a  certificate  thereof  being  p  reviously  fur- 
nished by  the  treasurer  to  the  board  of  treasury)  titles  to  the  lands 
shall  be  given  to  the  purchasers  by  the  board  of  treasury,  agreeably 
to  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  said  ordinanoe ;  provided  that  if  the 
second  payment  shall  not  be  made  in  three  months,  as  aforesaid,  the 
lint  payment  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  land  shall  again  be  exposed 
to  sale. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  take  the  necessary  measures 
for  carrying  the  aforesaid  resolations  into  effect,  and  also  for  exhibit- 
ing the  BOTTeyB  iA  the  lands. 

CHA.  THOMSON, 
Secr'y. 
»  See  Col.  Beo.,  V<rf.  XV.,  p.  202. 
Vol.  XL— 7 
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Bbsolution  of  Gongrsss,  1787. 

Bj  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

April  21st,  1787. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the 
board  of  treasury  on  certain  proposals  for  coining  copperi 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasvj  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorised  to  contract  for  three  hundred  tons  of  copper  coin,  of  the 
federal  standard,  agreeably  to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  James  Jarris ; 
provided  that  the  premium  to  be  allowed  to  Uie  United  States  on  the 
amount  of  copper  coin  contracted  for,  be  not  le&s  than  fifteen  per 
cent,  that  it  be  coined  at  the  ezpence  of  the  contractor,  but  under 
the  inspection  of  an  officer  appointed  and  paid  by  the  United 
States. 

That  the  obligations  to  be  given  for  the  payment  of  the  copper 
coin  to  be  delivered  under  such  contract,  be  redeemable  within 
twenty  years  after  the  date  thereof,  that  they  bear  an  interest  not 
exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  that  the  principal  and 
interest  accruing  thereon  be  payable  within  the  United  States.  That 
the  whole  of  the  aforesaid  loan  shall  be  sacredly  appropriated  and 
applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  domestic  debt,  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  premium  thereon  towards  the  payment  of  the  interest  of 
the  foreign  debt. 

CHA.  THOMSON, 
SecPy. 


Rksolutiok  of  Congress,  1787. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

April  28',  1787. 
Besolved — ^That  the  privilege  of  sending  and  receiving  letters  and 
packets  free  of  postage,  be  extended  to  the  Members  of  the  Convea- 
tion  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  next^ 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  allowed  to  the  Members  of  Congress. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


John  Nicholson  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1787. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  Beport,  that  According  to  The  Terras  of  The  Lease 
of  Mud  Island  to  Lewis  Rue,  the  sum  of  One  hundred  pounds  are 
to  be  Advanced  for  putting  the  same  in  good  repair  at  present,  and 
as  several  charges  respecting  the  same  have  been  already  incurred 
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by  add  Rne,  and  tlie  further  profeoaiion  of  tiie  s*  work  is  to  be  imme« 
diatelj  gcme  into  bj  faim^  I  pray  that  the  som  of  fifty  pounds  in  part 
of  said  nim  may  be  adTsnoed  to  Lewis  Bae  aforesaid,  on  that  aeconnt 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be^ 
with  High  respeotj  Sir, 

yoor  Ezoelly's  Obed,  servant, 

JN-  NICHOLSON.* 
Gompt  Oen*  Office,  April  25, 1787. 
His  ExcelFj  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire,  President. 


SEC't  OF  CoNGBBSs  TO  Prbs.  Franklin,  1787. 

Ctronlar. 
Office  of  Secretarj  of  Congress, 

April  25^  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  yonr  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed,  sundry  resolutions  passed  since  my  last  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  Assembled ;  One  empowering  the  Board  of  Trea- 
sary  to  oontraet  for  the  coining  a  certain  quantity  of  Copper,  a 
seeond  for  the  sale  of  the  Lands  already  Surveyed  in  the  Western 
Territory,  and  a  third  extending  the  privilege  of  sending  and  receiving 
Letters  and  packets  free  of  postagef  to  the  members  of  the  Convention 
to  be  held  at];  Philadelphia  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  next. 
With  the  greatest  Respect, 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Year  Exoellency's  most  obedient 
and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania, 


JoHW  Skihnee  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

Shippensburg,  2d  May,  1787. 
To  his  Excellency  the  governor  and  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  May  it  Please  yonr  Honours,  to  take  the 
fidlowing  Lines  under  your  Consideration,  and  write  an  answer  by 
Mr.  Jno.  Steinmets  who  will  take  Care  and  send  it  to  me.  There 
was  part  of  the  Road  Leading  from  Shippensburg  to  Clark's  Gap, 

*  See  page  142. 
f  See  page  142.  %  See  page  117. 
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was  Intended  to  be  altered  and  made  shorter  &  Better  ground  for 
the  State  Bead,  &  it  was  not  marked  out  by  the  Gommisaioners 
when  on  the  groo&d,  and  now  the  Townahips  of  Southampton, 
Lurgan  &  Lcttereanj,  Ijing  Between  mj  Road  &  Shippensburg, 
Bcfuses  to  Out  and  clear  the  Eoad  through  Theip  Townships,  with- 
out jour  Direction  for  that  purpose.     I  pray  that  your  Honors  would 
be  Pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Matthew  Henderson,  Surveyor  of  Cum- 
berland County  &  lives  in  Shippensburg  to  assist  me  in  marking  the 
Lines  Through  the  Three  Townships,  until!  it.  meets  my  Boad  on 
this  side  of  the  mountain  for  which  your  Honors  will  please  to  give 
the  supervisors  of  said  Three  Townships  a  striok  Charge  to  have  the 
State  Road  oppened  Through  their  Townships  the  way  that  the 
Surveyor  will  mark,  as  soon  as  Possible,  as  it  will  be  a  loss  to  the 
Public  should  it  not  be  opened.     I  am  going  on  with  the  Boad  as 
fast  as  possible,  and  has  it  half  Done,  but  I  am  affraid  I  must  stop 
for  want  of  Money,  Except  your  Honors  will  agree  with  Daniel 
Duncan  of  Shippensburg  to  Supply  me  with  Cash  untill  I  can   get 
Dun,  which  will  be  about  the  last  of  August  if  not  hindered  for 
want  of  money,  Indeed  I  should  never  been  able  to  gon  on  as  I  have 
Dun  had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Daniel  Duncan  that  supplied  me  with  Cash 
for  the  first  order  and  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  it  lost  and  as 
I  am  Informed  has  never  been  able  to  get  the  money  untill  tbia 
Day,  &  all  the  Letters  that  he  has  Beod.   Bespeoting  it  agrees  that 
it  will  be  paid  in  paper  mon^,  that  was  not  the  kind  of  money  I 
Becd.  from  Mr.  Duncan  for  the  order,  Neither  is  it  the  kind  I  was 
to  Beoeive  from  Council,  for  the  Bargin  was  for  Specie,  know  other 
sort  will  ever  make  a  Boad  over  these  Mountains,  and  all  that  I  am 
to  Receive  is  too  little  for  such  work.     I  Beg  that  I  may  not  be 
stoped.  for  want  of  money — Your  Honors  will   Please  to  appoint 
proper  Persons  to  view  the  Boad  that  I  have  made  and  they  will  see 
that  I  have  made  the  Boad  more  than  half  and  agreeable  to  my  Con- 
tract with  your  Honors,  I  would  be  glad  how  soon  the  viewers  was 
sent  to  the  ground  for  the  work  is  half  Dun,  I  will  take  the  liberty 
to  say  that  it  is  a  very  good  Boad  much  Better  than  Ever  was  £z- 
pected  for  that  small  Quantity  of  money  I  am  to  do  it  for. 
I  am  with  great  Bespeot  your  Honors, 

Obedient  Humble  Servt 

JOHN  SKINNER. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  the  Qovcmor  and  Council  of  Pennsylvania  in 
Philadelphia. 

To  the  Care  of  Mr.  John  Stimmitze  Mercht. 
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Phikbas  Bond  appointed  British  Consul,  1787. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  3  May  1787. 

Whereas,  Phiaeas  Bond  Esquire  has  presented  to  the  United 
States  in  Conereas  assembled,  a  Commission  in  dne  form,  bearing 
Date  the  5th  April,  1786  from  his  Britannic  Majesty,  oonstituting 
and  appointing  him  the  Consul  of  his  Majesty  in  the  States  of  Ne^ 
Tork,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  and 
although  no  Commercial  Treaty  or  Convention  subsists  between  his 
Majesty  and  the  United  States,  whereby  either  have  a  perfect  Right 
to  establish  Consuls  o^  Commissaries  in  the  Dominions  of  the  other, 
yet  as  the  United  States  are  disposed,  by  every  proper  mark  of  Lib- 
erality and  attention,  to  promote  a  good  Correspondence  between 
the  two  Countries,  and  particularly  as  amicable  negQciations  are  no^ 
depending  between  them,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Phineas  Bond  Esquire,  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  received  and  recognized  as  the  Consul  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 
throughout  the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware  and  Maryland,  and  that  his  Commission  be  regbtered  in 
the  Secretary's  office. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Privileges,  Pre-eminences  and  authority, 
which  the  Laws  of  nations  and  of  the  Land,  give  to  a  Consul  received 
by  the  United  States,  from  any  Nation  with  whom  they  have  no 
commercial  Treaty  or  Convention,  are  due  to,  and  shall  be  enjoyed 
by  the  said  Phineas  Bond  as  Consul  for  the  five  States  above 
mentioned,  and  that  certified  Copies  of  these  Resolutions  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Executives  of  the  said  five  States  for  their  Infor- 
mation. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy.* 


Skcbbtakt  of  Congress  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1787. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

May  4th,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honors  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
closed an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  passed  3d 
May,  recognizing  Phineas  Bond  Esq.,  as  Consul  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty  for  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and 
Maryland.         With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

&  most  Humble  servt. 
Directed,  CHA.  THOMSON.f 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  215.    f  IWd. 
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Ordinahcb  por  sbttlino  thb  accounts  bbtwbbn  thb 
Unitbd  Statbb  and  Individual  Statbs,  1787. 

Bf  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

May  7, 1787. 
An  Ordinance  for  settling  the  acoonnts  between  the  United  StateSi 
and  Individual  States. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled^  that 
five  commissioners  be  appointed  by  the  board  of  treasnry,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  go  to  the  several  states  in  the  distriote  hereafter 
mentioned,  for  which  they  may  be  respectively  appointed,  for  the 
purpose  of  stating  the  accounts  of  the  stetes  within  those  districte| 
against  the  United  Stetes. 

That  the  stetes  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusette,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island,  form  one  district.  That  the  stetes  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  form  one  district.  That  the  stetes  of  Pennsylvania  Del* 
aware  and  Maryland,  form  one  district.  That  the  stetes  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  form  one  district.  And  that  the  states  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  form  one  district. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  respectively 
to  receive  of  the  stetes  for  which  they  are  appointed,  all  their  ao- 
counte  and  vouchers  for  paymente  made  on  account  of  bonnties,  pay 
and  depreciation  of  pay,  to  the  late  army  of  the  United  Stetes :  and 
for  advances  to  the  militia,  called  out  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  and  actually  in  their  service,  and  to  give  descriptive 
acknowledgements  thereof  to  the  stetes  from  which  they  may  be  re- 
reoeived,  which  accounte  and  vouchers  shall  be  immediately  for- 
warded to  the  commissioner  of  army  accounte,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  examine  and  pass  such  as  are  authorised  by  the  resolves  of 
Congress,  and  supported  by  proper  vouchers  ;^nd  to  stete  such  as 
may  not  fall  under  the  above  description,  together  with  such  remarks 
as  may  tend  to  elucidate  the  nature  of  these  claims. 

That  it  shall  further  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners,  to  re- 
ceive in  like  manner,  the  accounte  and  vouchers  for  monies  paid,  and 
supplies  furnished  on  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  made  previously 
to  Oct.  1781,  and  to  forward  the  same  to  the  office  of  the  comptrol- 
ler of  the  treasury. 

That  it  shall  also  be  the  dutv  of  the  said  commissioners  to  receive 
and  examine  all  the  claims  of  the  stetes  to  which  they  are  appointed, 
against  the  United  States  for  advances  or  disbursements  by  them 
made  for  the  use  of  the  late  commissary,  quarter  master,  doathing 
marine  and  hospitel  departmento,  or  under  any  other  description 
whatsoever,  to  pass  upon  all  such  as  are  authorised  by  the  resolves 
of  Congress,  and  supported  by  proper  vouchers,  so  far  as  it  respects 
the  evidence  offered  in  support  of  the  said  claims,  and  to  stete  such 
as  are  not  thus  warranted  or  supported,  together  with  such  remarks 
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as  BBjexpkiii  tbe  notore  of  tliese  oMoimts^  and  the  tekaorm  dftred 
§ar  Uie  defioieni^  of  vonoiiers. 

And  be  it  forther  ordained  by  the  authority  afbresaid;  that  on  all 
the  aoooontB  aforesaid  interest  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent  per  annum,  agreeably  to  the  resolves  of  Oongress. 

And  whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  wel&re  of  the  oonfederaoy,  that 
the  aoooants  of  the  several  states  should  be  speedily  adjusted :  that  this 
adjoatment  should  be  effected  on  uniform  prineiples,  and  that  pro- 
vision abonid  be  made  for  allowing  sueh  advances  or  disbursements 
as  may  have  been  mado  by  the  respective  states  for  the  use  of  the 
union,  although  the  same  be  not  sanctioned  by  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress, or  supported  bv  regular  vouchers. 

Be  it  therefore  ordain^,  That  the  several  states  be.  and  they  are 
hereby  limited  to  the  space  of  six  months  for  exhibiting  to  the  pro- 
per oommiasionar,  their  claims  affainst  the  United  States,  of  what- 
ever nature  the  same  may  be ;  and  that  such  States  as  may  neeleol  to 
exhibit  the  same  wsdiin  that  period  of  time,  after  the  oommissioner 
has  notified  to  the  supreme  executive  thereof,  that  he  is  ready  to  pro- 
eaed  on  Che  busainess  of  his  commission,  shall  be  precluded  from 
any  future  allowanoe ;  but  shall  nevertheless  stand  chargeable  with 
all  advances  of  money  or  other  articles  which  may  have  been  made 
to  them  respectively  by  the  United  States,  and  with  whatever  balance 
may  be  yet  due  on  the  several  quotas  of  the  general  requisitions. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  said  commissioners  of  districts, 
sball  within  twelve  months  after  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  seve- 
ral appointments,  repair  to  the  place,  where  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress may  hold  their  sessions,  with  such  accounts  and  vouchers  as 
they  may  have  in  possession,  and  deliver  tbe  same  to  the  Comptroller 
of  Uie  treasury,  on  which  their  commission  shall  terminate. 

^  Be  it  further  ordained,  That  a  board,  consisting  of  three  commis- 
sioners be  appointed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled, 
whoae  duty  it  shall  bo  to  receive  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  from  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts  and  claims  of  the 
several  states  deposited  in  the  several  offices,  and  to  examine  such 
of  the  said  accounts,  as  shall  have  been  passed  by  the  comukissioners 
of  the  several  districts,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  finally  adjusted 
on  uniform  and  equitable  principles,  having  reference  to  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts  heretofore  made  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
different  states :  Provided  that  such  revision  of  the  accounts  above- 
mentioned,  shall  not  in  any  wise  affect  the  validity  of  the  vouchers 
admitted  by  tbe  commissioners  of  the  respective  districts. 

And  be  it  further  ordamed.  That  wherever  it  shall  appear  to  the 
said  board  of  commissioners,  that  advances  or  disbursements,  pay- 
ments or  supplies,  of  tbe  description  aforesaid,  have  been  made  ifj 
any  of  the  states,  subsequent  to  the  18th  of  April,  1775,  for  articles 
or  services  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  That  the  said  commis- 
sioners be,  and  tbey  are  hereby  vested  with  full  power  and  authority 
to  make  such  allowance  for  the  same  as  they  shall  think  consistent 
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wkh  the  principles  of  |;eiierftl  equity,  although  snob  tdftnoes  or 

disbursements  maj  not  be  sanctioned  bj  the  resolves  of  Congress,  or 
Supported  bj  regular  vouchers,  so  as  to  enable  the  said  commission- 
ers to  miAe  a  final  adjustment  of  all  the  accounts  subsisting  between 
the  United  States  and  the  several  members  thereof,  agreeably  to 
such  quota  as  Congress  shall  hereafter  determine. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  determination  of  a  majority 
of  tbe  aforesaid  board  of  commissioners  on  the  claims  submitted  to 
them  shall  be  final  and  conclusive,  and  that  their  commission  shall 
eontinue  in  force  for  one  year  and  an  half  from  .the  time  of  their 
entering  on  the  duties  of  their  o£&ce,  unless  sooner^  revoked  by 
Congress. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  pay  of  the  commissioners  of 
districts,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
annum ;  and  that  of  their  clerks  at  the  rate  not  exceeding  four 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  each. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  every  person  employed,  or  to  be 
employed  in  pursuance  of  this  ordinance  shall  previous  to  entering 
on  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  faithfully  and 
impartially  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  he  is  ap- 
pointed, certificates  of  which  shall  be  deposited  with  the  secretary  of 
Congress. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  ordinance  of  the  13th  of 
October,  1786,  entitled,  **  An  ordinance  for  establishing  a  board  to 
liquidate  and  settle  all  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  indi- 
vidual states,"  bC;  and  it  is  hereby  repealed. 

Done,  &c. 
CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


John  Akstby  to  Sbc'y  of  Council,  1787. 

Mrs.  Strickland's  Lodgings,  Walnut  Street, 
Philad*,  May  8*%  1787. 
Sir, 

In  y«  regular  pursuit  of  y*  Business  with  which  I  am  charged  in 
this  Country,  I  took  y'  liberty  of  applying  to  Gen.  Armstrong,  as 
secretary  of  y  Council,  for  a  Copy  of  a  Document  which  I  have 
understood  can  only  be  furnished  from  his  Office— being  '^  Ye  lut 
of  the  names  of  all  penom  who  have  been  prodamcUed  by  order  of 
Council  for  their  adherence  to  Grreat  Britain  during  ye  iue  WarJ^ 

The  General,  to  whom  I  have  y*  honor  of  being  known,  imme- 
diately previous  to  his  Departure  for  New*Tork,  directed  me  to 
make  application  to  you  for  y*  Document  in  Question,  informing  me 
at  the  same  time  that  such  a  Document  had  lately  been  prepared  in 
his  office  for  another  purpose*  and  that  you  would  readily  furnish 
me  with  a  Copy  of  it.  I  accordingly  waited  upon  you  at  y*  state 
house  &  took  the  liberty  of  making  myself  known  to  you. 
«  See  Vol.  X.»  pp.  79,  250. 
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Yon  are  probably  not  unaoqnainted  with  the  approved  object  of 
mj  appoiotment  in  this  Country,  and  will  readily  oonoeiTO  y*  aid 
Bneh  an  official  paper  will  administer  to  me  in  the  inyestigation  of 
troth  to  y  advanoement  of  equal  Jostice 

Upon  my  first  arrival  in  this  State,  I  applied  to  y  Preadent,  who 
asBnred  me  I  would  meet  with  no  difficulty  in  the  Course  of  such 
inqniriesy  and  directed  me  to  make  application,  as  of  Course;  to 
General  Armstrong,  as  Sec'ry  of  y«  Council,  who  would  suggest  y* 
pr<^)riety  of  a  formal  application  to  y*  Council  if  it  struck  htm  (u  a 
neceuary  step.  The  General  not  having  hinted  the  necessity  of  such 
an  application  from  me,  but  having  directed  me  to  you,  I  use  the 
freedom  of  this  letter  accordingly,  and  am  in  hopes  that  your  leisure 
will  admit  an  early  opportunity  of  favouring  me  with  y*  Document 
in  Question— and  that  you  will  readily  excuse  y""  trouble  I  give  yoa 
upon  this  occasion. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most 

*  obed*,  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  ANSTEY. 

To  y  under  Sec'ry  of  y*  Council. 
Indorsed^ — Mr.  Anstcy  to  be  furnished  with  the  certificate  requested. 

C.  B. 


David  Rbdick  to  Hon.  Jonathan  Hogs,  1787. 

Washington,  14th  May,  1787. 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  got  home  safe  and  found  my  family  well.  I  am  perfectly  restored 
to  health. 

The  Indians  have  begun  their  depredations ;  about  ten  days  ago 
they  killed  a  Family  at  the  Mouth  of  Fish  Creek,  which  heads  in 
this  County  and  falls  into  the  Ohio  about  12  miles  below  the  State 
line.  Last  Tuesday  a  Mr.  Robt.  Purday  and  his  family  was  killed 
about  20  miles  from  this  place,  in  Ohio  County,  Virg*.  Mr.  Purday's 
wife  is  still  liveing,  and  it  is  hoped  will  recover  of  the  Tomhawk  & 
Scalping  knife.  The  Indians,  contrary  to  their  former  way  of 
waring,  attackeds  3  houses  in  the  night  without  Firearms.  The  Dis- 
cretionary Order  to  the  County  Lt.  which  I  prav'd  Council  to  grant 
last  winter,  is  now  much  wanted.  It  is  a  verry  hard  Case  to  see  our 
Neibours  driven  from  their  homes,  and  because  they  happen  to  be 
on  the  other  side  of  the  State  line  we  cannot  afford  them  any  Relief; 
nor  can  we  properly  say  toe  are  invaded  untill  the  enemy  attacks, 
and  kiBs  too,  on  this  side  the  line.  This  unhappy  Situation  puts 
me  in  Mind  of  an  old  law  of  the  Provence  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
prohibited  any  person  from  shooting  at  an  Indian  until  the  Indian 
should  first  shoot  at  him.     I  am  sure  it  would  be  better  for  us  to 
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figkt  the  Enemy  in  Virginia  than  in  oar  own  State,  and  onleiB  they 
are  met  and  cheeked  there,  they  will  soon  be  upon  as. 

I  cannot  think  that  any  anbecoming  oae  would  be  made  of  the 
order  I  mention,  and  I  would  willingly  hope  that  Gonncil  will  now 
think  it  prudent  to  forward  such  an  order  to  the  Lieu^  of  these  Uiree 
Western  Counties— through  you,  Sir,  it  will  come  before  the  Council. 
I  wonld  hare  wrote  to  the  President  &  Council  on  the  Subject,  but 
that  the  Bearer  is  on  Tip  toe,  and  time  would  be  Necessary  to  take 
a  Coppy  &  digest  the  Subject  to  fit  it  for  them. 

I  wish  to  hear  from  the  Vice  Pres^  how  he  is;  please  to  preasnt 
him  my  best  wishes. 

I  am^  Hon'  Sir,  yours,  &o., 

DAVID  RBDICK. 

We  are  without  Arms  ft  Ammunition;  perhaps  Council  could 
procure  us  some  from  the  Continental  Store  at  Pitt. 

The  high  Sheriff  of  Ohio  County  came  to  town  this  Morning,  and 
tells  me  that  the  people  of  that  County  is  in  the  Utmost  Conster- 
nation ;  that  they  are  without  Arms  or  Ammunition,  and  that  if 
the  Savages  should  continue  their  depredations  they  must,  without 
some  relief  from  us,  be  ruined.  I  betieye  we  Could  muster  amongst 
ourselves  nearly  Firearms  enough,  but  have  no  stores  else,  nor  Is 
there  any  powder  to  be  got  on  purchase  on  this  side  the  mountains 
as  far  as  1  can  learn. 

D.  B. 
Direcie3f 

Hon^«  Jonathan  Hoge,  Esqr. 


Mbmokial  of  Timothy  Matlace,  1787. 

Goal  of  the  city  &  county  of  Philadelphia, 

May  21, 1787. 
Sir, 

However  unwilling  to  encroach  on  the  time  or  attention  of  your 
Excellency,  I  feel  the  necessity  of  encloring  to  you  a  Copy  of  one 
of  four  executions  of  one  form,  under  which  my  body  was  on  the  first 
of  the  present  month,  seized  by  the  Sheriff  of  this  county,  and  at  the 
suit  of  the  state,  held  in  custody  to  this  time.  Where  a  precedent 
has  been  found  for  these  writs  I  am  yet  to  learn ;  but  am  inclined 
to  think  it  is  not  contained  in  the  law  records  of  a  thousand  years. 
They  are,  however,  pretended  to  be  founded  on  a  judicial  decision 
of  the  honorable  exeaUive  body  in  which  your  Excellency  presides, 
which,  if.  made  at  all,  has  been  made  in  my  absence,  and  without 
notice  of  any  kind  to  me  or  to  any  person  whatsoever  on  my  behalf. 
It  is  therefore  of  hi^h  importance  to  me,  at  least,  if  not  to  my  fellow- 
citizens,  to  know  with  the  utmost  precision  what  have  been  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  (9se  before  that  board,  that  I  may  judge  what 
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\  yel  Tamain  to  be  pnmod  by  me  in  order  to  <fl»lain  jostioe 
therein.  Without  ooDnezions  of  any  kind  with  men  in  power,  with- 
ont  any  aaltled  iotereBt  with  either  of  the  parties  into  whieh  the 
peojde  of  the  state  are  divided,  and  without  money,  I  om  plain 
enongh  pereeive  the  diffioulty  and  danger  to  a  private  (dtizen,  whiofa 
mnsi  attend  a  contest  with  the  mighty  powers  said  to  be  committed 
by  law  to  the  Comptedler4}eneral,  rendered  still  more  formldalte 
When  hia  decisions  have  beca  <<  approved''  by  the  whole  ezeeative 
anthority  of  the  state,  and  yet  moss  ahondantly  so  when  this  autho- 
rity is  fcDown  to  have  been  esereised,  and  the  approbation  said  to  be 
l^n  at  a  time  when  a  man  of  your  Ezoellenoy's  most  eminently- 
distingaished  patriotism  prarided  in  the  Supreme  Bzeoutive  Conneil ; 
yet  I  cannot,  without  every  possible  enquiry  after  the  means  of 
redress,  bring  myself  silently  to  submit  to  what  I  feel  to  be  tnjostioe, 
however  seemingly  authorised  by  any  expressions  contained  in  the 
laws  of  the  commonwealth,  especially  where  they  directly  contndict 
and  tend  to  violate  the  rights  recently  and  solemnly  recognised  by 
the  people,  and  expressed  in  plain  and  clear  terms,  as  the  principles 
on  which  the  foundation  of  the  Government  has  been  laid ;  against 
whieh  no  law,  however  conceived,  intended  or  expressed,  can  or 
aught  to  prevail. 

The  Oonvention  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  over  which  also 
your  Excellency  presided  with  the  highest  reputation,  has  declared 
that  the  true  end  for  which  <<  all  government  ought  to  be  instituted 
**  and  supported"  is  ^  the  security  and  protection  of  the  community 
^  m  such  and  to  enable  the  individwils  who  compoie  it  to  enjoy 
**  their  natural  rights,''  and  among  which  that  of  defending  their 
Uberiy  is  in  tiie  Declaraticm  of  Bights,  with  great  propriety  and 
wisdom  placed  next  to  and  oonnected  with  that  of  lite.  And  so 
highly  did  the  people  regard  the  trial  hyjwry  in  all  case$  as  a  means 
of  this  defence,  that  not  content  with  a  foil  declaration  that  ^  Trials 
<<  shall  be  by  juries  as  heretofore,"  but  as  if  terms  commonly  used 
were  not  strong  enough  U>  express  their  solemn  regard  to  this  right, 
they  have  in  the  most  dignified  expressions  declared  that  "it  ought 
*<  to  be  held  tarred.''  And  again,  as  if  no  terras  or  turn  of  expres- 
rion  ce«ld  be  trusted  in  a  case  of  such  magnitode,  the  Constitution 
has  solemnly  <'  declared"  the  <<  Declarataon  of  Rithts"  to  be  a  part 
of  the  Oonstitution  "  which  ought  never  to  be  violated  on  anp  pre- 
**  Intee  whatever" 

Yet,  Sir,  so  singular  has  been  my  fortune  in  the  political  world, 
that  I  have  had  sentence  against  me  in  two  great  eases,  as  I  conceive, 
in  direct  and  open  violation  of  this  saorsd  biqht. 

The  one  in  a  vote  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly,  entered  into  as  the 
Council  of  Censors  have  expressed  it,*  "  without  a  hearing,  without  a 
«  charge,  and  without  a  trial,"  and  a  succeeding  Oeneral  Assembly, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  solemnly  reecbded  the  vote ;  and  to  add 
to  thestrangeness  of  the  thing,  an  examination  into  the  facts  alledged 
*  See  Vol.  X.,  9,  808,  865. 
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88  the  fbnndation  of  that  violent  and  imqidtoiis  measare,  thej  ha^a 
beea  fband  to  bo  totally  and  absolutely  false. 

The  other  hiatance  is  the  Case  in  whioh  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
addreas  year  Szoellenoyy  ia  whieh  as  my  information  stands,  the 
Supreme  ExecMitoe  Gonnoii  hare  ezeroised  ex  parte  9^  judieiial 
anthority ;  This  mueh,  however,  is  certain,  that  the  business  has 
been  bo  oonduoted  by  the  OomptroUer  Gkneral  that  a  elaim  of  mine 
whieh  I  conceive  to  be  legal,  against  the  state,  to  the  amount  of  one 
thousand  and  five  hundred  pounds  and  upwards  on  one  account  only, 
besides  divers  others,  has  been  <<  rejected  without  a  hearing  before 
him,  or  before  the  Supreme  Bzeoutive  Council,  and  without  a  poa- 
sibility  during  the  whole  of  the  transaction  by  any  act  in  my  power, 
within  the  words  of  the  law,  to  obtain  a  trial  thereon  before  a  Court 
and  jury/^  And  although  those  four  executions  have  issued  and 
been  served  upon  me,  and  no  act  or  neglect  of 'mine  has  been  com- 
mitted by  me,  which  in  reason  and  justice  can  be  construed  to  have 
destroyed  the  right  of  trial  by  ^' jury,''  this  right  yet  remains,  how- 
ever  difficult  it  may  be  to  obtain  the  exercise  of  it,  and  it  appears  to 
me  a  duty  whioh  I  owe  to  myself,  to  my  distressed  family,  and  may 
I  add,  to  my  fellow  citisens,  to  persevere  in  a  demand  of  that  right. 

I  have  been  told  that  there  is  great  probability  that  on  application 
I  may,  as  o//avpiir,  be  indulged  in  a  trial  by  jury ;  but  Sir,  may  I 
be  permitted,  without  offence,  to  ask.  What  am  i^  or  what  is  any 
cMsen  of  this  state,  if  any  man  or  set  of  men  whatever,  may  grant 
or  withhold  at  their  pUasute  in  any  case,  a  rigbt  of  such  importance 
so  recently  ft  solemnly  recognised,  asserted  and  assured  to  us,  as 
that  of  the  <<  saered"  right  of  trial  by  jury  has  been  i  Snrely  not 
Freemen  \  but  degraded  Vassalls  or  slaves  1  And  what  are  the 
laws,  and  by  whom  have  they  been  made,  by  which,  in  any  posaihie 
case,  a  eitisen  may  be  deprived  of  this  <<  sacred''  right  1  They  do 
not,  they  cannot  possibly  exist,  and  I  conceive  it  to  be  treason 
against  the  people  to  assert  the  contrary. 

What  crime  then  have  I  committed  for  which  I  alone  may  be 
compelled  to  ask  oi  favour  what  every  other  citisen  may  demand  cf 
right  f    There  is  none.  Sir,  even  pretended  against  me. 

I  may,  indeed,  have  erred  in  relying  too  confidently  on  public 
faith  for  reward  of  intended  services ;  or  my  abilities  may  have 
fallen  short  in  the  performance  of  the  high  and  exceedingly  varied 
duties,  to  which  in  the  times  of  the  greatest  danger,  the  public  voice 
has  called  me;  but  I  am  bold  to  say,  no  man  has  had  more  seal  in 
the  common  cause  or  exerted  more  folly  to  their  utmost  extent  the 
abilities  God  has  given  than  I  have  done  throughout  the  great  con- 
test for  liberty.  But  these  exertioos,  such  as  they  were,  have  been 
made  with  the  spirit  of  a  freeman,  disdaining  to  be  the  tool  of  any 
man  or  party,  and  ooustantly  aimed  to  suppress  measures  which 
appeared  dangerous  to  the  people,  and  support  such  as  tended  to 
their  safety,  without  regarding  by  whom  they  were  suggested. 

When  the  impossible  project  of  regulating  prices  was  attempted 
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the  iiifiitafttion  aeemed  to  be  genefftl,  and  a  large  oemnittee  waa 
eleeiad  to  enforoe  it,  Mr.  FitsrimmonBy  the  only  man  of  the  nnmber 
frooa  whom  I  ezpeoted  the  smallest  assistanoe  in  opening  the  eyes 
of  the  people  to  their  danger  (for  he  seemed  to  be  the  only  man 
among  them  that  then  saw  it)  ^ery  soon  retired  hopeless  from  the 
task,  kaYing  me  ah>ne  to  oppose  that  dangerous  measure,  infataating 
and  popular  as  it  then  was.  The  insults  whioh  were  offered  me  on 
that  oeoaaion  from  every  quarter,  are  known  to  Tery  few;  but  the 
event  is  known  to  all,  and  it  is  not  presuming  to  say,  that  a  eool, 
firm  opposition  £rom  one  man,  saved  the  city  from  the  distress  whieh 
that  mad  pro|jeot  had  otherwise  suddenly  brought  upon  it.  When 
the  Bank  was  projected  by  Mr.  Biorris  the  oontentions  and  resent* 
menfes  between  parties  and  among  individuals  were  at  the  highest,  it 
was  opposed  by  the  leading  men  of  that  party  to  which  it  was  sup- 
posed I  leaned ;  yet  although  I  saw  its  tendency  to  favour  the 
monied  and  trading  interest  of  the  state,  and  foretold  the  contest 
whicb  has  since  arisen  out  of  it,  considering  it  as  the  best  means  of 
defence  left  us,  my  feeble  efforts  were  honestly  joined  io  its  support. 
What  at  that  time  were  my  sentiments  of  its  effect  on  myself  may 
best  be  learned  from  my  reply  to  a  kind  compliment  of  a  friend 
immediately  after  my  election  among  the  first  directors.  It  was  in 
these  words,  ^'  It  is  indeed  an  honor,  perhaps  circumstances  con- 
<<  sidered,  the  highest  of  my  life;  but  remember  that  I  tell  you,  it 
<<  will  prove  also  the  greatest  injury.''  I  did  my  duty  and  the  event 
fulfilled  the  prophecy.  I  had  offended  both  parties,  one  of  them 
demanded  and  the  other  gave  me  up  a  sacrifice;  but  I  reverently 
thank  Ood,  that  whatever  it  may  do  now,  the  fire  would  not  then 
kindle  upon  me. 

But  Sir,  I  do  not  mention  these  things  as  claiming  reward  for 
them,  for  even  in  my  present  distress  I  would  disdain  them ;  but 
only  as  evidence  of  the  independence  of  my  conduct  on  trying 
occasions. 

In  my  present  situation,  painful  as  it  is  to  my  Cumily,  I  feel  some 
consolation  from  a  strong  confidence  in  your  Excellency's  acknowl- 
edged attachment  to  the  righto  and  interest  of  men,  and  hope  for  a 
compliance  with  the  request  I  now  make,  of  full  and  precise  infer- 
nation  of  the  manner  in  which  my  accounts  and  claims  have  been 
laid  before  the  board  at  which  you  preside,  and  a  stotement  of  the 
iaote  presented  by  the  Comptroller  General,  the  mode  in  which  they 
have  been  investigated,  and  the  principles  on  which  my  claims 
againat  the  steto  have  been  rejected.  These  are  indispensibly  neces- 
sary to  a  fair  enquiry  after  the  means  of  redress ;  and  if  after  every 
effort  has  been  made,  no  redress  in  the  present  state  of  the  laws  can 
be  obtained,  they  will  enable  me  to  show  the  people,  that  although 
a  remedy  oannot  be  had,  the  right  remains--and  it  will  the  better 
enable  me  to  state  to  them  my  case  without  material  error  or  omis- 
sion, and  thereby  convince  them  that  I  have  not  suffered  the  prece- 
dent of  a  violation  of  this  great  right  to  be  established,  without  that 
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perseTeruig  eppcmition  which  erery  oitiieii,  wbea  attMked«  is  botmd 
lo  make  agaiast  the  insolent  strides  of  assnmed  or  perverted  power. 
It  willy  no  doubt^  occur  to  Your  Excellency  as  a  sborti  plain 
answor  to  this  reqnesti  that  an  application  to  the  Seoretaij  of  Ooan- 
oil  will  obtain  me  a  Oopj  of  their  proceedings  in  any  case  which 
concems  me,  and  in  an  ofdinary  case  it  might  serve  the  purpose  of 
answer  and  just  reproof;  but  in  the  present  extraordinary  one  the 
application  will  obtain  more  regard,  and  the  rather  as  from  what  I 
have  been  able  to  learn  of  these  proceedings^  I  may  well  suppose 
that  the  entry  in  all  snob  oases  on  the  Council  books  is  at  least  as 
concise  upon  them  as  the  sus.  per.  col.  in  some  law  entries  upon 
sentence  of  death  on  a  murderer ;  but  with  this  difference  in  his 
&Yonr,  that  before  the  dreadful  order  was  made  he  bad  been  allowed 
a>  trial  by  his  peers. — ^And  if  indeed  the  approbation  has  been  given 
and  is  no  more  than  a  mere  formality  without  information  or  enquiry. 
I  hope  to  obtain  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  fkct. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 
And  very  humble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK.* 


(Copy.) 
Philadelphia  County,  ss. 

[SSAL.] 

The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Sheriff  of  Philadelphia 

County,  greeting. 

Whereas  it  is  certified  to  us  by  John  Nicholson,  Esquire,  our 
Comptroller  General,  that  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  is  indebted  to 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  sum  of  thirty-six  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  four  pence  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that 
the  said  Timothy  Matlaek  hath  refused  and  neglected  to  pay  the  said 
sum  of  money  to  our  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  although  ho 
hath  been  thereunto  required.  Therefore  we  command  you  that  ihe 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  Timothy  Matlack,  in  your  bailiwic, 
without  delay  you  seize  and  distrain  so  that  the  said  Timothy  may 
be  compelled  to  pay  and  discharge  the  said  sum  of  thirty-six  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  money  aforesaid,  together  with 
costs  and  charges  in  this  behalf  laid  out  and  expended,  and  unless 
the  said  debt,  costs  and  charges  shall  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied 
within  thirty  days  after  such  distress  made,  that  you  sell  the  same 
goods  and  chattels  to  satisfy  and  discharge  the  said  debt,  costs  and 
charges,  and  in  case  no  personal  property  of  the  said  Timothy  .suf- 
ficient to  discharge  the  debt,  costs  and  charges  aforesaid  can  be 

'*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vo\  XV.,  p.  220. 
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taobi  in  your  baiSwic,  then  we  oomMaad  jda  thai  of  the  la&ds  and 
tenements  of  the  said  Timothy,  in  joor  baiiiwic^  yon  eanae  the  said 
debt,  oosts  and  eharges  to  be  levied  and  made.  And  if  so  much  of 
the  goods  and  ehatlelsi  lands  and  tenements  of  the  said  Timothy 
in  yoar  bailiwie,  cannot  be  fonnd^  then  we  command  yon  that  you 
take  the  body  of  the  said  Timothy  Matlaok,  and  him  safely  keep  in 
the  Ooal  of  the  oonnty  aforesaid.  And  how  yon  shall  execute  this 
Writ  make  known  to  Us  and  to  our  Comptroller  General  on  the 
sixth  day  of  Judo,  and  have  then  this  writ  at  the  office  of  the  pro- 
thonotary  of  our  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  said  county.  Dated  at 
Philadelphia,  April  fourteenth;  one  thousand  seven  hundred  jc  eighty- 
seven. 

J.  B.  SMITH. 

Common  Wealth  p.  TmioUiy  Matlaok,  Rt'ble  June  6th,  1787. 
Att'y  Gen'l. 

122,the4tfa. 

1787^  April  14,  five  o'clock,  P.  M. 


BoABB  oy  Tbbasurt  TO  Prbs.  Franklin,  1787. 

Circular. 

Board  of  Treasury,  May  25th,  1787. 
Sir, 

We  do  ourselves  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  Your  Excellency 
for  the  information  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  you 

{reside,  an  ordinance  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  of  the  7th 
nstant,  for  the  speedy  and  effectual  settlement  of  the  Accounts 
depending  between  Individual  States  and  the  United  States.* 

The  Interest  of  the  SUte  as  well  as  that  of  the  Uoion  are  so 
materially  involved  in  the  completion  of  this  object,  that  we  enter- 
tain the  fuDeat  confidence  that  every  measure  will  be  adopted  by 
the  Oovemment  for  facilitating  the  execution  of  this  Business 

The  Commissioner  appointed  for  the  District  in  which  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  is  included,  is  directed  to  give  seasonable  notice  of 
the  time  when  he  will  attend  in  person,  or  send  on  a  proper  clerk  to 
receive  and  examine  such  accounts,  and  Vouchers  as  the  State  may 
be  ready  to  furnish ;  and  as  the  several  States  are  limited  by  the 
Ordinance  to  a  period  for  exhibiting  their  respective  chiims  against 
the  Union  (of  whatever  nature  the  same  may  be  ^)  we  doubt  not 
♦  See  page,  146. 
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they  will  be  impressed  with  the  importance  of  losing  no  time  in 
bringiDg  forward  their  Aoooants. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respeet, 

Yoor  Excellency's  most  Ol^ient  &  Hble.  Serrts., 
SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
Directed,  ARTHUR  LEE. 

His  Ezceiry,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Andrew  Porter  to  Council,  1787. 

Norristown,  May  26th,  1787. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  Conncil  that  to-morrow  I  expect  to  proceed 
on  my  Jonrney  to  join  the  other  commissioners  appointed  to  extend 
the  Northern  boundary  of  the  State,  and  as  we  are  determined,  if 
possible  to  com  pleat  it  this  season,  we  phall  no  doubt  be  detained 
from  our  Families  until  late  in  the  fall,  before  which  time  my 
Family  will  require  a  supply  of  cash ;  and  as  I  hare  advanced  a  sum 
to  the  commissary,  which  I  have  no  prospects  of  having  replaced 
before  I  set  ofif,  I  must  therefore  request  the  favour*of  Council  to 
grant  an  order  in  my  favour  for  One  Hundred  pounds. % 
I  am,  with  respect.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ANDREW  PORTER.* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Thomas  Hartlet  to  V.  P.  Bibdlb,  1787. 

York  Town,  June  the  4th,  1787. 
Dr.  Sir, 

I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  accident  which  befel  you,  but  I 
hope  by  this  time  you  are  fully  recovered. 

You  in  a  former  Letter  desired  to  kuow  somewhat  of  the  Disposi- 
tions or  designs  of  the  Rioters  of  this  Oouuty )  as  this  was  difficult 
to  be  understood  or  known ;  I  could  not  give  you  that  satisfaction 
I  could  wish,  until  very  lately.f 

I  believe  that  by  the  prudent  and  firm  conduct  of  the  Court  at 
the  late  Assisses,  Peace  and  good  Order  are  re-established.  The 
Offenders  seem  very  much  ashamed  and  distressed  for  their  Col- 
duct,  and  I  trust  all  thiogs  will  do  well. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  220.  f  S«e  P*««  1^^- 
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A  select  Corps  of  Light  Infantry  is  intended  to  be  raised  in  tfai^ 
Town  to  be  composed  of  some  firm  and  good  citisens.  The  Major 
of  the  Militia  Battalion  or  a  Mr.  Johnston,  who  was  in  the  resnlar 
serrice  wDl  Command  the  Company.  The  measure  will  be  of  ser- 
^ce  to  the  Publio  and  useful  to  discipline,  but  they  are  without 
Arms,  and  they  cannot  be  procured  here ;  some  persons  in  Behalf 
of  the  company  will  apply  to  Council  for  Arms  and  Accoutrements. 
I  should  humbly  apprehend  that  it  would  be  proper  for  Council  to 
let  them  have  50  stands ;  they  will,  I  am  told,  give  a  receipt  for  ^ 
them  and  be  accountable.  ^ 

I  hope  we  shall  have  no  more  Riots,  but  if  by  bad  advice  or  mis- 
take any  Tumult  should  happen,  these  Arms  would  be  of  great  use. 
And  am.  Dr.  Sir, 

with  great  regard  & 

Bespeot  your  most 

obedient  Hble.  Servt., 

TH03,  HARTLEY. 
Direeiedj 
The  Honble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Vice  President  at  Philad'a. 


Capt.  Amd'w  Johnston  to  Counciii,  1787. 

To  the  Honorable  the  President  &  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

As  a  number  of  respectable  Inhabitants  of  York  Town  have 
formed  themselves  into  a  Company  and  have  been  at  the  expence 
of  providing  uniform,  and  it  being  impossible  to  procure  any  Arms 
in  this  Place,  request  Council  to  grant  them  fifty  Stand  of  good 
Anns  with  Accoutrements  compleat,  for  which  a  receipt  will  be 
(^ven,  and  be  liable  to  the  call  of  Council. 

And  that  the  State  may  be  at  no  expence  in  sending  those  Arms, 
we  agree  to  pay  the  Carriage  ourselves. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Company, 

ANDREW  JOHNSTON, 
Capt. 

Should  Council  be  so  good  and  grant  the  above  request,  the  arms, 
fte.  shall  acct  for,  by 

WM.  SCOTT, 
C.  Lt. 
York,  June  5th,  1787. 
DireeUdf 
To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  at  Phil'a. 
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Gbbtifioats  BBSPECTura  State  Boad,  Cumbeblakd  Co.. 

178T- 

We  the  subscribers,  who  had  by  order  of  the  Supreme  Ezeeutive 
Couioil  of  the  2Bd  of  November  last^  been  appointed  t  authorized 
to  execute  the  Contract  on  the  part  of  the  State  with  John  Skinner* 
for  making  that  part  of  the  State  Road  included  between  the  east 
i  aide  of  Clark's  Gap  &  the  burnt  Cabbins,  do  hereby  certify,  That  aft 
the  request  of  said  Skinner  we  have  lately  viewed  his  work  done  aft 
the  Pjace  aforesaid,  and  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  now  more  than 
one  half  of  the  work  done  towards  oompleating  said  Boad  agreeably 
to  his  Contract.  We  further  observe  that  the  work  byjiim  already 
performed  is  extended  through  the  most  difficult  Parts  of  the  whole, 
and  is  (excepting  in  some  few  Places  where  it  will  yet  be  necessary 
to  bestow  some  more  labour)  we  humbly  conceive,  made  in  so  fiir, 
agreeably  to  his  Contract^  so  as  to  intitlc  him  to  receive  his  second 
Payment. 

Certified  this  14th  Day  of  June,  1787. 

^  MATHW.   HENDERSON, 

JOHN  REYNOLDS. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  the  President  i^  the  Honorfible  the  Supreme 
Executive  Conned  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Skinner  to  Councl,  1787. 

To  the  Honerabel  Executive  Council,  may  it  Plese  your  Honers 
as  IJohn  Skinner  of  Franoklin  County  have  Gon  throw  the  fust 
part  of  my  Bargain  in  making  that  Part  of  the  State  Road  I  under- 
tuck  for  the  Six  Hundred  pounds  speises,  and  as  I  am  now  in  graft 
wont  of  the  seikend  sail  so  as  the  work  may  go  on  and  as  Mister 
Henderson  and  Rinnels  Esqrs,  Has  vewed  the  Rowd  and  Duss  alow 
me  to  Be  in  Tyteled  there  to,  so  I  shall  hope  yours  Honors  will 
faverme  with  it  By  the  hand  of  Capten  William  Rippe  or  sum  safe 
hand,  so  I  conclude  my  self  your  Honers  very   Humble  servent. 

JOHN  SKINNER  t 
June  the  13  day,  1787. 

N.  B.  Mister  Smille  one  of  the  Council  has  seen  the  work  I  Did 
and  can  inform  you  all  so. 

*  See  page.  92. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  227, 
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Timothy  Piceerikq  to  Pbes.  F&aneun,  1787. 

Philad.  June  25tb,  1787. 
Sir, 

The  Jusiiees  of  the  Peaee  for  the  County  of  Luierae  are  destitute 
of  the  laws  of  the  State.  It  seema  that  heretofore  Justices  of  the 
Peaoe  have  been  furnished  with  the  laws  at  the  ezpenoe  of  the  State^ 
the  Justices  of  Luzerne  have  expressed  their  hopes  that  they  may  be 
supplied  in  the  same  way^  and  requested  me  to  make  the  application 
in  their  behalf.  I  beg  leaye  to  express  my  hopes  also,  that  they 
may  be  so  furnished ;  otherwise  I  fear  they  willi  for  the  most 
part,  remain  unprovided,  b  the  laws  unexecuted.  At  the  same  time 
it  u  proper  that  I  should  add,  that  there  was  manifested  a  general 
disposition  to  oonform  to  the  lawS|  with  great  punctuality  and  many 
were  solicitously  enquiring  what  were  the  laws  in  particular 
that  they  might  not  transgress  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Sir,  your  Sxcellency's  most  obodt.  servant, 

T.  PICKERING. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State. 


COMHISSIONBRS  ON  CONNBOTIOUT    CLAIMS  TO    PrBS. 

Frakklin,  1787.    , 

Philadelphia,  June  29, 1787. 
Sir,  N 

As  the  examination  of  the  Connecticut  Claims  to  lands  in  the 
county  of  Luseme  will  be  of  several  months  continuance,  and  wo 
may  not  return  hither  untill  the  business  shall  be  accompliBhcd,  we 
are  desirous  of  receiving  some  part  of  our  pay  in  advance,  and  if  this 
shall  be  thought  proper  by  Council,  we  request  such  grants  may  be 
made  to  ua  and  Mr.  Evans,  (whom  we  have  appointed  our  Clerk)  as 
Connail  shall  judge  expedient. 

The  law  for  confirming  the  lands  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants 
required  that  it  should  l^  published  in  the  news-papers  of  Conneoti- 
cut  But  there  are  divers  claimants  under  Connecticut,  who  live 
in  the  State  of  New  York ;  and  other  Claimants  under  Pennsylvania 
who  live  in  New  Jersey.  We  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Council 
whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  cause  the  law  to  be  published  in  one 
of  the  news-papers  of  each  of  those  States.  It  may  supersede 
applications  which  may  hereafter  be  made  for  allowing  nirther  time 
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to  make  their  olaims,  nnder  pretence  that  they  were  not  informed  of 
the  law 

We  are  respeotly  sir, 

jor.  most  hble.  Servants, 
T.  PICKERING,  ) 

DAN.  flIESTBR,  Jr.,*    [  Commissioners. 
STEPHEN  BALLIET.f  ) 
Direeted, 

His  Ezoellencj  the  Prendent  of  Pennsylvania  ^ 


Mbmorial— Chas.  SIMMS  TO  Council,  1787. 

To  bis  Excellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Exeontive  Gonncil  of 
of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  Charles  Simms  respectfully  represents  that  your 
memorialist  in  the  year  1775,  purchased  of  Alexander  Ross,  of 
Pittsburgh,  Two  thousand  and  Twenty  two  acres  of  land  situate  on 
the  River  Ohio  and  Raccoon  Creek,  about  Twenty  Miles  below 
Pittsburg,  and  also  purchased  of  the  said  Ross  Nine  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  Acres  of  Land,  adjoining  the  before- mentioned  Lands, 
the  property  of  William  Dunbar,  of  Manshac  Settlement,  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  which  last  mentioned  Tract  the  said  Alexander 
Ross  sold  to  your  Memorialist,  as  Attorney  in  fact  for  Wm.  Dunbar, 
which  said  liand  was  part  of  the  Tracts  of  Land  Oranted  by  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  to  George  Croghan,  by  Deed  bearing  date 
the  fourth  day  of  November,  1768.  Your  Memorialist  at  the  tame 
he  made  the  purchase  gave  his  Bonds,  payable  at  a  future  day,  to 
the  said  Alexander  Ross,  for  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  of 
both  the  Tracts  before  mentioned. 

Your  Memorialist  further  represents  that  some  time  in  the  year 
1776  Alexander  Ross  left  Pittsburg  and  went  into  some  part  of  the 
British  dominions,  where  he  has  continued  ever  since,  as  your  Memo- 
rialist is  informed  and  believes. 

That  in  the  year  1777  the  Assembly  of  Virginia  passed  an  Act, 
declaring  all  Titles  derived  from  Indians  to  Lands  within  the  limits 
of  that  State  to  be  void,  which  of  course  destroyed  your  Memorialist's 
Title  to  the  Lands  purchased  from  Ross  and  Dunbar,  if  it  lay  within 
the  limits  of  Virginia ;  If  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania  the 
Title  was  null  and  void  by  a  Proviso  contained  in  the  Orant  from 
the  Six  Nations  to  Croghan.    As  the  Consideration  for  which  your 

*  He  was  elected  in  room  of  Gen.  MaUenberg  May  22,  bnt  resigned 
July  19, 1787,  and  Wm.  Montgomery  elected  July  2S.  Col.  Bee,  XV.  p., 
214,  217,  287.  245,  248. 

f  Appointed  in  room  of  Joseph  Montgomery,  June  1st. — See  Col.  Ree., 
Vol.  XV.,  p.  221. 

J  Col.  Etc.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  237. 
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Memorialiet  gftve  his  Bonds  to  Alexander  Boss  had  thns  ikiled,  your 
Memoralist  oonaidered  himself  exonerated  from  the  payment 
thereof. 

Yoor  Memorialist  farther  represeDts  that  the  aforesaid  Bonds  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  ooofiscated  property  for 
Westmoreland  Oonnty,  who  obtained  an  attsohment  for  the  amonnt 
of  the  Bonds  against  your  Memorialist,  whioh  was  la/d  on  a  Traet 
of  Land  belonging  to  yoar  Memorialist  in  Washington  Oonnty,  the 
right  to  whioh  yoor  Memorialist  aoqoirsd  nnder  the  Laws  of  Vir' 

g'nia,  and  the  Sonrey  of  whioh  is  now  in  the  Surveyor  Oonersl's 
ffioe  of  this  State,  upon  whioh  attachment  a  Judgment  was  obtained 
against  your  Memorialist,  and  a  Venditioni  Exponas  issued  thereupoui 
bofore  your  Memorialist  knew  that  the  aforesaid  Bonds  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  Commissioners  or  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
tho'  your  Memorialist  was  well  known  to  several,  if  not  to  all  of 
the  Commissioners.  Your  Memorialist  by  mere  aecMent  hearing  of 
the  proeeedings  against  him  last  fall,  attended  the  Court  of  Wash- 
ington County,  and  on  entering  his  appearanoe  to  the  attaohment^ 
the  Judgment  and  £xeoution  were  set  aside. 

Your  Memorialist  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  Commissioners 
proceeded  against  him  in  the  manner  above  related  without  tho 
Sanction  or  direction  of  the  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  and 
flatters  himself  that  they  will  put  a  stop  to  any  farther  proceedings 
against  him  on  the  aforesaid  Bonds,  for  the  following  reasons :  Be- 
cause Alexander  Boss  and  William  Dunbar  had  no  Title  to  the 
Lands  which  your  Memorialist  purchased  of  them,  and  for  which 
the  aforesaid  Bonds  were  given,  therefore,  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
tham  would  be  unjust  and  unequitable. 

Secondly.  Because  your  Memorialist  over  was  an  Inhabitant  and 
Cidaen  of  Virginia,  the  said  Alexander  Ross  at  the  time  tho  Bonds 
were  given,  also  lived  under  the  Government  of  Virginia,  and  con- 
tinued under  the  Jurisdiction  of  that  State  until  he  went  into  the 
British  Dominions,  as  before  mentioned.  And  your  Memorialist 
humbly  conceives  that  if  he  was  Justly  indebted  to  Alexander  Ross 
that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  could  not  be  entitled  to  the  debt  in 
consequence  of  his  attainder.  As  the  right  acquired  by  a  State  in 
consequence  of  attainder  can  only  extend  to  propertv  within  its  own 
limits  and  Jurisdiction,  and  a  debt  is  attached  to  the  person  of  the 
debtor  and  must  be  oonsidered  as  a  right  or  property  which  the 
Creditor  has  within  the  Country  where  the  debtor  resides. 

Whether  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  consequence  of  the  attainder 
of  Alexander  Ross  is  entitled  to  and  can  enforce  the  pay  ment  of  debts 
due  to  him  from  Citiiens  of  Virginia  is  a  question  which  has  rela- 
tion to  the  Jurisdiction  and  Rights  of  Government  of  the  two  States 
and  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Memorialist,  can  only  be  dis- 
cussed and  settled  with  jpropriet^  by  the  Legislative  or  Executive 
Powers  of  the  respective  States — ^impressed  with  this  opinion,  your 
Memorialist  presonted  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia  a 
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Memorial  en  the  eadie  sttfajeet  wHh  ike  present,  whiek  wae  tme- 
mitted  by  them  and  lay'd  before  the  Exeontire  of  this  State. 

Yoor  Memorialist  cannot  help  observing  that  to  be  compelled  to 
attend  the  detennbaAion  of  a  enit  which  the  Oommiaaioners  have 
inetitated  agamat  him  in  a  Court  more  than  Three  hundred  miles 
distant  from  his  place  of  residenoe,  is  greatly  oppresare.  That  at 
the  time  Alexander  Ross  and  your  Memorialist  contracted  for  the 
aforesaid  Lands  they  considered  themselves  as  Citiaens  of  Virginia, 
and  if  any  dispute  shonld  arise  between  them  in  consequence  of  the 
Contract  that  it  would  of  course  be  Ttyed  and  determined  in  the 
Courts  of  that  State  where  a  Judgment  wrongfully  obtaiDed  at  Com« 
mon  Law  may  be  enjoined  in  a  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  party 
called  to  dedare,  upon  Oath,  all  circamstadces  respecting  the  matter 
in  dispute,  which,  perhaps,  could  not  be  made  appear  by  any 
other  means ;  but  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  there  is  no  Court  of 
Chancery  and  of  course  your  Memorialist  supposes  no  way  to  compel 
a  Discovery  of  facta  which  may  rest  in  the  knowledge  of  the  party 
only.  Finally,  your  Memorialist  confiding  in  the  Wisdom  and  Jus- 
tice of  your  Hon'ble  board,  submits  his  caae  to  your  oonsideratioD, 
and  prays  your  Interpositton,  and  will  ever  pmy,  &o. 

CH.  SIMMS .♦ 

Philadelphia,  July  12th,  1787. 
Indorsed, 

Read  in  Council,  July  12th,  1787,  and. Ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  Hon'ble,  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,*)'  and  the  Attorney 
General,  for  their  opinion  on  the  Case. 

Having  considered  the  within  petition,  I  beg  leave  to  report  to 
the  hon'ble,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  That  I  am  of  opinion, 
an  action  is  maintainable  in  our  Courts  at  the  suit  of  the  Commonp 
wealth,  against  the  Memorialist,  upon  the  Bond  given  by  him  to  A. 
Ross  before  his  attainder,  and  that  the  MemcMriafist's  residence  out 
of  the  State  cannot  be  pleaded  in  bar  or  abatement.  But  if  it  shall 
appear  that  the  bond  was  obtained  by  fraud,  or  without  consideration, 
he  will  receive  in  our  common  law  Courts  the  same  relief  which  he 
could  obtain  in  a  court  of  Chancery. 

WM.  BRADFORD,  Jan. 


OrDINAKCB  for  CrOVBRNMKNT  OP  NoRTH^WeST  TBRRirORY, 

1787- 

An  Ordinance  for  the  Government  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  North- West  of  the  River  Ohio. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled.  That 
the  said  territory,  for  the  purposes  of  temporary  government,  be  one 

*  Bee  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p,  242.  f  Not  fomid. 
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dtstriet ;  Mib|eol)  ho^^rver^  to  he  dfvMed  into  two  diatiiets,  n  Mture 
dreamstanceB  mfty,  in  the  opiQioiiof  Omgress,  make  it  ezpedieDfe. 

Be  H  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  estates  both  of 
lesident  and  non-reMdent  proprietors  in  the  said  territory,  dying 
intestate,  shall  descend  to,  and  be  dlstribnted  among  their  ehildren^ 
and  the  desoeiidants  of  a  deeeaaed  child  in  eqnal  parts ;  the  descen- 
dante  of  a  deaoeased  child  or  grand-child,  to  take  the  share  of  their 
desceaeed  parent  in  eqnal  parts  among  them  :  And  where  there 
shall  be  no  dnld^n  or  descendants,  then  in  eqnal  parts  to  the  next 
kin,  in  equal  degree ;  and  among  collaterals,  the  children  of  a  de-* 
ceased  brother  or  sister  of  the  intestate,  shall  have  in  eqnal  parts 
among  them  their  deceased  parents  share ;  and  there  shall  in  nor 
case  he  a  distinction  between  kindred  of  the  whole  and  half  blood  ; 
saving  in  all  'cases  to  the  widow  of  the  intestate,  her  third  part  of 
the  real  estate  fbr  life,  and  one  third  part  of  the  personal  estate ;  and 
this  law  relative  to  descents  and  dower,  shall  remain  in  full  force 

until  altered  by  the  legislature  of  the  district. And  until  the 

governor  and  judges  shall  adopt  laws  as  herein  after  mentioned, 
estates  in  the  said  territory  may  be  devised  or  bequeathed  by  wills 
in  writing,  signed  and  sealed  by  him  or  her,  in  whom  the  estate 
may  be,  (being  of  fUl  age)  and  attested  by  three  witnesses ; — and 
real  estates  may  be  conveyed  by  lease  and  release,  or  bargain  and 
sale,  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  by  the  person  being  of  fall  age, 
in  whom  the  estate  may  be,  and  attested  by  two  witnesses,  pro^ 
vided  such  wills  ba  duly  proved,  and  such  conveyances  be  acknow- 
ledged, or  the  ezecntion  thereof  duly  proved,  and  be  recorded  within 
one  year  after  proper  magistrates,  courts,  and  registers  shall  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose ;  and  personal  property  may  be  trans^ 
ferred  by  delivery,  saving,  however,  to  the  French  and  Ganadiaii 
inhabitaDts,  and  mother  settlers  of  the  Easkaskics,  Saint  Yinccntfs 
•nd  the  neighbouring  villages,  who  have  heretofore  professed 
themselves  citisens  of  Virginia,  their  laws  and  customs  now  in  force 
uneog  them,  relative  to  the  descent  and  conveyance  of  property. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  there  shall  bd 
appointed  from  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  a  governor,  whose 
oommission  shall  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unless 
sooner  revoked  by  Congress  j  he  shall  reside  in  the  district,  and 
have  a  freehold  estate  therein^  in  one  thousand  acres  of  knd^  while 
la  Che  exercise  of  his  office. 

There  shall  be  appointed  from  time  to .  time,  by  Congress,  a 
Bseretary,  whose  oommission  shall  continue  in  force  for  four  veartf, 
ualeas  sooner  revoked,  he  shall  reside  in  the  district,  and  have 
a  lireehold  estate  therein,  in  €ve  hundred  acres  of  land,  while  in  the 
exercise  of  his  office ;  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  keep  and  preserve  the 
acta  and  lawe  passed  by  the  legishiture,  and  the  public  records  of 
the  district,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  governor  in  his  executive 
department;  and  transmit  authentic  copies  of  such  acts  and  pro- 
eeedingsy  evety  six  monthS;  to  the  secretary  of  Congress  i    There 
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shall  alBO  be  appointed  a  eooft  to  eonskt  of  three  jodgee,  any  two  of 
whom  to  form  a  oourt,  who  shall  have  a  common  law  joriediodoay. 
and  reside  in  the  distriot,  and  have,  each  therein  a  freehold  estate  in 
five  hundred  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exercise  of  their  offices;  and 
their  commission  shall  oontinne  in  force  daring  good  behavionr. 

The  governor  and  jndges,  or  a  majority  of  them^  shall  adopt  and 
publish  in  the  districts,  snch  laws  of  the  original  states,  criminal  and 
civil,  as  may  be  necessary,  and  best  suited  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  district,  and  report  them  to  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  which 
laws  shall  be  in  force  in  the  district  until  the  organization  of  the 
general  assembly  therein,  unless  disapproved  of  by  Congress ;  but  after- 
wards the  legialatare  shall  have  authority  to  alter  them  as  they  shall 
think  fit. 

The  governor  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the 
militia,  appoint  and  commission  all  officers  in  the  same,  below  the 
rank  of  general  officers;  all  general  officers  shall  be  appointed  and 
commissioned  by  Congress.  » 

Previous  to  the  organization  of  the  general  assembly,  the  governor 
shall  appoint  such  magistrates  and  other  civil  officers,  in  each  county 
or  township,  as  he  shall  find  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  and  good  order  in  the  same.  After  the  general  assembly  shall 
be  organized,  the  powers  and  duties  of  magistrates  and  other  civil 
officers  shall  be  regulated  and  defined  by  the  said  assembly ;  but  all 
magistrates  and  other  civil  officers,  not  herein  otherwise  directed, 
shall  during  the  continuance  of  this  temporary  government,  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor. 

For  the  prevention  of  crimes  and  injuries,  the  laws  to  be  adopted 
.  or  made  shall  have  force  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  and  for  the  exe- 
cution of  process,  criminal  and  civil,  the  governor  shall  make  proper 
divisions  thereof — ^and  he  shall  proceed  firom  time  to  time,  as  circuui- 
stances  may  require,  to  lay  out  the  parts  of  the  districts  in  which 
the  Indian  titles  shall  have  been  extinguished,  into  counties  and 
townships,  subject,  however  to  such  alterations  as  may  thereafber  be 
made  by  the  legislature. 

So  soon  as  there  shall  be  five  thousand  free  male  inhabitants,  of 
full  age,  in  the  district,  upon  giving  proof  thereof  to  the  governor^ 
they  shall  receive  authority,  with  time  and  place,  to  elect  representa- 
tives from  their  counties  or  townships,  to  represent  them  in  the 
general  assembly ;  provided  that  for  every  five  hundred  free  male 
inhabitants  there  shall  be  one  representative,  and  so  on  progressively 
with  the  number  of  firee  male  inhabitants,  shall  the  right  of  repre- 
sentation increase,  until  the  number  of  representatives  shall  amoont 
to  twenty-five,  after  which  the  number  and  proportion  of  represen- 
tatives shall  be  regulated  by  the  legislature ;  provided  that  no  per- 
son be  eligible  or  qualified  to  act  as  a  representative,  nnless  he  shall 
have  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  United  States  three  years  and  be  a 
resident  in  the  distriot,  or  unless  he  shall  have  resided  in.the  dis- 
trict three  years^  and  in  either  case  shall  likewise  hold  In  bis  own 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


mmSTLVAMU  AMOBTWB  1787;  IM 

ri^  is  fe«  mttpl«^  two  h«iidv«d  aeres  of  Isafl  witbfn  the  ume !— > 
PioTided\lBO,  that  a  freehold  id  fifty  aeres  of  laod  in  the  distrie!, 
kaving  boett  a  oitiMii  of  cm  of  ftio  alate«^  and  being  rMldent  hft  the 
dfatfiot;  of  ilie  like  fiveliold  aad  two  joara  reeldeaoe  iti  ^e  ti^triet 
AM  be  neoeflsary  to  qwaiUy  a  ma&  as  a&  eleolor  of  a  reprseeiitaliTo. 

The  repna&ntMfm  thus  eleoCiNlj  ahall  aerte  for  the  term  of  two' 
Tearty  and  kof  oa»e  of  the  deaA  of  a  rapreteatallve^  or  remotal  from' 
oAoe,  the  goviwor  ahall  iini#  a  writ  to  the  oovntj  dr  township  tot 
wfaMi  iM  was  a  memhtf^  to  eleei  another  in  his  stead,  to  serfo  ftw' 
the  nsidae  of  th*  term. 

The  general  assembly,  or  legislatare,  shall  eonsist  of  tho  gor-/ 
emor,  l^ida^e  eotmell,  and  a  bonse  of  Tspresent^tives.  The 
legidatiTe  oooney  shall  eonsist  of  ite  memberS)  to  oontinne  in  ofteo 
!▼•  fsar%  nnlesa  sooner  fnsaofod  by  G<Mig?ess,  any  three  of  whom 
to  bo  a  ^nommi  and  tho  memben  of  the  oounoil  shall  be  aomtnatsd' 
and  appointed  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit :  As  soon  as  lepre* 
sontslHes  shall  bo  eleoted,  tbo  goTsmor  shall  app(^t  a  time  and 
]^boo  for  them  to  meet  togetber,  and,  when  met,  they  shall  nominate 
ten  persons^  rsddents  in  the  distrio^  and  eaob  possessed  of  a  free- 
hold  in  Im  hnndred  aofes  of  land,  and  rstnm  their  names  to  Oon- 
gram ;  five  of  whom  Oongress  shall  appoint  and  oommission  to  serm 
as  afbreaaid }  aad  wh^nerer  ft  Taoan^  shaH  happen  in  the  ooonoil, 
by^death  or  lemafal  from  oCoe,  the  bonse  of  loprsaentatives  shall 
noarinato  two  persons,  qnalified  as  afrresaid,  for  eaeh  vaoaneyi 
sad  letuni  ibsir  nasaes  to  Oongress  j  one  of  whom  Oongress  shall 
appoiai  and  oommission  for  tho  residao  of  the  teno }  and  eveiy  fi?e 
yisais^  ftmr  months  ai  least  before  the  expinlioa  of  the  time  of  ser« 
vise  of  the  members  of  Ooaneil,  tho  said  bonse  shall  nominate  ten 
peraons,  qmdifled  as  aforesaid,  and  retnm  their  names  to  Oongnss, 
fifo  of  whom  Oongress  sfaiJl  appoint  and  oommission,  to  serfo  as 
mombars  of  tho  ooaneil  five  tnars,  nnkss  sooner  romored.  And  the 
goremor,  legidative  oonneit,  and  bonse  of  inpresentatiTes,  shall 
ham  anthority  to  make  laws  in  all  eases  for  die  good  go^mment  of 
tho  difltriot,  not  lapognant  to  the  piindples  and  artieles  in  this  * 
(Kdiamoo  estdbiisbed  and  deolased.  And  all  bilk  hating  passed  by 
a  majority  in  the  honse,  and  by  a  majority  in  the  eonnoil,  shall  be  , 
refeiied  to  the  governor  far  bis  assent;  bnt  no  bill  or  leoislativt  aot 
wbatefver,  shall  be  of  any  fDvoe  withont  his  assent.  Toe  governor 
shall  bate  power  to  oonvene,  prorsgne  and  disedve  tho  genaral  > 
nssembly,  when  in  Us  opinion  It  shall  be  expedi^nl. 

Tbe  governor,  jndges,  legisktive  oonnea,  seoreteffy>  and  snob 
other  offioofs  aa  Oongrsss  shall  apnoint  in  the  distriet,  shall  take  an 
oalb  or  attrmation  of  fidelity,  aM  of  oflleo,  the  ffovemor  bsAne  the 
peesident  of  Congvess,  aad  all  other  edfoen  befoae  the  governor. 
Aa  aaon  aa  a  legialatam  shall  be  formed  in  the  distriot,  -the  ooaneil 
aad  bonse,  assembled  in  one  room,  sbaU  have  aalhm^  by  joint 
baUoi  to  oloot  a  delegate  to  Oongsess,  who  sfcaU  have  a  seat  in  Oon- 
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greoy  with  bright  of  lebftthgi  bat  not  of  TOtiog  daiiog  thiB  km- 
pcHnury  gorcriiiDOiit* 

And  for  eztendiiig  the  fondameDial  principles  of  dTil  and  religions 
liberty,  which  form  the  basM  whereon  tbeee  repnbliee,  their  laws 
and  eonstitntioDs  are  ereeted ;  to  fix  and  establish  those  prinoiples  as 
thebasisof  all  laws,  oonstituticfeis  and  gOTemmenta,  whieb  forever 
hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  territoiy  ;-<-to  pvoTide  also  for 
the  estaUiriiment  of  states,  and  permanent  government  thewtD,  and 
ftf  their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  fsderal  eonnoils  on  an  eqnal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  states^  at  as  early  periods  as  may  be  oonsistenib 
with  the  general  interest  t 

It  is  herel^  ordained  and  declared  by  the  anthority  aforssaidi 
That  th^  foUowin^  artides  shall  be  considered  as  aitioles  of  compaot 
between  the  original  states  and  the  people  and  slates  in  the  said 
tcrritotyi  and  fweter  remain  nnalterable,  nnkss  by  eomsMNi  consent^ 
to  wit : 

Article  ike  FirtL  No  person,  demeaning  himself  in  a  peaoaUe 
and  orderiy  manner,  shall  ever  be  molested  on  aecennt  of  his  mode 
of  worship  or  religious  sentiments  in  the  said  territory. 

Ariiok  ike  Second.  The  inhabitants  of  the  sakL  fcsrritory  shall 
always  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpns^  and 
of  the  trial  by  jnry ;  of  a  proportionate  representation  of  the  people 
in  the  legislature,  and  of  judicial  proceedings  according  to  the  eonrse 
of  the  common  law :  all  persons  shall  be  l^ilaUe  nnless  for  capital 
offences,  where  the  proof  shall  be  evident,  or  the  presumption  great ; 
all  fines  shall  be  moderate,  and  no  cruel  or  unusual  punbhmentn 
shall  be  inflicted;  no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  or 
property  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land ; 
and  should  the  public  exigencies  make  it  necessary  for  the  common 

iyreserration  to  take  any  person's  property,  or  to  demand  his  partion* 
ar  services,  full  compensation  shall  be  made  fbr  the  same;— and  in 
the  just  presenration  of  rights  and  property  it  is  understood  and  de» 
chred,  that  no  law  ought  ever  to  be  made,  or  have  force  in  the  said 
territory,  that  shall  in  any  manner  whatever  interfere  with,  or  affeat 
private  contracts  or  engagements,  bona  fide  and  Without  fraud 
previously  formed. 

ArHds  the  Third,  Religion,  morality  and  knowledge,  being  neeea* 
sary  to  good  government  and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  sohools  and 
the  means  of  education  shall  forever  be  encouraged.  The  utmoaA 
good  faith  shall  always  be  observed  towards  the  Indians;  their  lands 
and  proi^erty  shall  never  be  taken  from  them  without  their  consent; 
and  in  their  property,  rights,  and  liberty,  they  never  shall  be  invaded 
or  disturbed,  nnless  in  just  and  lawful  wars  authorised  by  Ooagresa  ; 
but  laws  founded  in  justice  and  humanity  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
made,  for  prsventiag  wrongs  being  done  to  them,  and  for  prsasrving 
peace  and  friendship  with  them. 

Article  The  F<mrih.  The  said  territory,  and  the  states  whieii 
may  be  formed  therein^  shall  forever  remain  a  part  of  this  donfed- 
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of  aeUwfted  Stein  of  AaieriQa,  Mljaet  to  tfo  wtielMi  of 
oonfedontion,  and  to  Biieh  altentioM  thereiD  m  sball  boeontiitatMii-' 
ally  mado;  and  to  all  the  aate  and  oidiDanoea  of  tbo  United  fitatea 
in  Goog^reaa  aaaeaibledi  eonlDrmable  thereto.  The  inhaUtento  and 
aetdera  in  the  aaid  territorj,  shall  be  aabjeeied  to  paj  a  part  of  th# 
ledenl  debte  eontvaetod  or  to  be  oontnusUd,  and  a  proportioQal  part 
of  Uie  ezpenoea  of  goTemment,  to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  Gon« 
gTMa,  aoeording  to  Che  same  eommon  rale  and  meainre  by  whioh 
appcMTiionsMnta  thereof  shall  be  made  on  the  other  atatee;  and  the 
tezea  fof  pajing  their  proportion,  shall  be  laid  and  leried  by  the 
anthority  and  direeCion  of  the  l^ftslatnres  of  the  distriet  or  distriete 
or  new  atates,  as  in  the  original  states,  within  the  time  agreed  vpon 
hj  the  United  Stetes  in  Congress  assembled.  The  legislataies  of 
thoee  distriotSy  or  new  states,  shall  never  interfere  with  the  niiMary 
dispooal  of  the  soil  by  the  United  States  in  Oongress  assembled,  nor 
with  any  regulations  Congress  may  find  neoessary  for  seooring  the 
title  in  sneh  soil  to  the  bona  fide  porohasers.  No  tax  shall  be  ins* 
poaed  on  lands  the  property  of  Uie  United  States ;  and  in  no  ease 
ahall  non-rssidait  propneUnns  be  taxed  higher  than  residents.  Th* 
navigable  waters  leading  into  the  Mississippi  and  St  Lawrsoee,  and 
the  carrying  plaoes  between  the  same  shall  be  common  highwaySi 
and  forever  free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  territoryi  as  to 
the  eitiiens  of  the  United  States,  and  those  of  any  other  states  that 
may  be  admitted  into  the  oonfederacy,  withont  any  tax,  impost  or 
dnty  tiierefor. 

Article  the  lijlh.  There  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  territory, 
not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  states ;  and  the  bonndaries  of 
the  states,  as  soon  as  Virginia  shall  alter  her  act  of  cession  and  eon- 
sent  to  the  same,  shall  b^xnne  fixed  and  established  as  follows,  to 
wit :  The  weetero  states  in  the  said  territory,  shall  be  bounded  by 
the  Missisippi,  the  Ohio  and  Wabash  rivers ;  a  direct  line  drawn 
from  the  Wabash  and  Port  Vincent's  doe  north  to  the  territorial 
line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  by  the  said  terri- 
torial line  to  the  lake  of  the  Woods  and  Missisippi.  The  middle 
state  shall  be  bonnded  by  the  said  direct  line,  the  Wabash  from 
Post  Vincent's  to  the  Ohio :  by  the  Ohio,  by  a  direct  line  drawn  dne 
north  from  the  month  of  the  Qreat  Miami  to  the  said  territorial  line, 
and  by  the  said  territorial  line.  The  eastern  state  shall  be  bounded 
by  the  last  mentioned  direct  line,  the  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  said 
territorial  line :  Provided  however,  and  it  is  farther  understood  and 
declared,  that  the  bonndaries  of  these  three  states,  shall  be  subject  so 
&r  to  be  altered,  that  if  Congress  nball  hereafter  find  it  expedient,  they 
shall  have  authority  to  form  one  or  two  states  in  that  part  of  the  said 
territoiy  which  lies  north  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the 
southerly  bend  or  extreme  of  lake  Michigan :  and  whenever  any  of 
thenaid  stetes  shall  have  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitanto  therein, 
sneh  atete  shall  be  admitted  by  its  delegates  into  the  Ooncress  of  the 
United  States^  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origiuM  states  in; 
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dl  ngpeoti  iKkateter;  awl  aluiH  be  at  hbvrty  to  Ibnn  a  p^rtnaimii^ 
eonstitttttoD  and  state  goFerameBt;  Provided  the  ooiiBtiitetio&  and 
gerennnent  so  to  be  fanned,  sbail  be  vepnblidany  and  m  conformity 
to  the  prineiplei  oontained  in  these  artidas }  and  so  &r  at  it  can  be 
ooDsistent  with  the  general  interest  of  the  oonfederaeji  suoh  ad- 
noBsion  shaii  be  allowed  at  an  eoriier  period,  and  when  there  may  be  a 
less  number  of  free  inhabitants  in  the  state  dian  sixty  thoosand. 

Artide  the  Sixih.  There  shall  be  neither  slai^ry  nor  inToUmtsiy 
aervitodein  the  said  territory,  otherwise  than  in  pnniabment  of 
oitmes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  dnly  eon^oted  i  Provided 
always,  that  any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  when  labor  of 
sarviee  is  lawfully  chiimed  in  any  one  of  the  original  states,  such 
ftigitivte  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to  Uie  peivon 
olaianng  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid. 

Bo  it  ordained  by  the  authority  aibreBaid,  That  the  resohiiiQiis  of 
tiie  28d  of  April.  1784,  relative  to  the  subjeet  of  this  ordinanoe,  be^ 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  declared  null  and  void. 

Done  by  the  United  States  in  Googress  assembled,  the  liSth  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  1787,  and  of  their  aaveroignfy  and 
independenee  the  12th. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy, 


Sbcrbtart  pp  QoNGRESS  TO  Prbs.  Franklik,  1787. 

(Copy.) 

Office  of  Sooretsdry  of  GongtesSy 

July  7, 17M. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  lufbnn  your  Excellency  that  since  my  last, 
seven  States  have  assembled,  but  as  your  State  is  still  unrepresented 
in  Congress  I  have  it  in  command  to  request  that  ydur  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  in  a  most  effectual  way  to  urge  the  immediate  at- 
tendance of  your  Delegates  as  business  of  the  greatest  importance 
is  negieoted  through  their  non  attendance. 

with  the  greatest  respect,  &o. 


Office  of  Secretary  of  Congres, 

July  Uth,  1787- 
Sir, 

The  above  is  a  Copy  of  my  last^I  hkve  now  the  honor  to  tmna- 
nit  t«  your  Exeellenoy  herewith  inolosed  an  aet  of  the  12th9 
toaohing  those  offioen  who  may  bo  entitled  to  peniaoaa;  and  an 
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Ordittanoe  {wstcd  yuUrdmy  for  ihe  goyerament  of  Um  tafritory  of 
the  United  States  nortb  west  of  the  Riy«r  Ohio.* 

with  the  greatest  respeot,  "" 

I  haTe  the  hsttolr  to  be, 

year  Ezeelleney's  ^ 

most  obedient  &  most  hum.  serv't, 
CHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Excellenc;,  The  President  of  the  Commohwealth  of  Pobt 
Bjlyania. 


ChAS.  SiHMS  to  GjBK.  MUHLBJ^BEBOy  1787. 

DearGeD% 

The  point  or  qnestion  which  I  wiah  the  RonU.  GooBoil  of  this 
state  to  determine  is  whether  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  b  intitled 
to  the  debts  due  from  the  G^iiens  of  Virginia  to  Alexander  Ross 
in  oonaeqnenee  of  his  attainder.')'  The  Att'y  Qen'l  in  his  report  does 
not  ezplieitly  determine  that  qnestien— he  says  that  my  residenee 
oat  of  %he  state  eannoi  be  pleaded  in  Bar  er  abatement  of  the  snit 
eommeneed  against  me — perhaps  it  would  not  be  considered  as  a 

Eod  plea  m  the  Gonrts  in  this  State— ^yery  (jnestion  respeeUng  th# 
ghts  or  Jurisdiction  of  a  State  must  be  considered  as  a  question,  of 
importance — and  to  prevent  an^  dispute  or  disagreement  between 
Sister  States  respecting  Jurisdiction  a  question  of  that  sort  ought  tf 
be  determined  in  an  amicable^  Just  and  equitable  manner*-and  af 
there  [are]  a  number  of  Gentlemen  attending  the  ConyentLon  of  great 
abilities  I  hope  tbe  Council  will  agree  to  refer  the  matter  so  tar  as 
relates  to  their  right  to  the  debt  claimed  of  me  in  consequence  of 
Boss's  attainder  to  some  of  those  gentlemen. 

The  governor  of  Yirginia  will  name  some  gentlemen,  and  tbe 
Executive  others,  should  they  think  proper  to  determine  the  matter 
in  this  way.  I  have  mentioned  the  subject  to  him,  he  thiols  it  a 
proper  way  to  settle  that  point,  and  observed  that  in  a  dispute 
between  the  State  of  Yirginia  and  a  Mr.  Nathan,  a  Citizen  of  this 
state,  tbe  matter  was  submitted  to  some  gentlemen  in  Maryland — he 
pronused  to  mention  the  subject  to  Doct.  Franklin  and  I  have  little 
doubt  bat  it  will  meet  with  his  approbation.  I  have  mentiousd  the 
sabjeot  to  Mr.  Smilie  and  he  expressed  his  approbation  of  tbe  mode 
of  determining  the  point — ^indeed  I  can't  see  that  any  objection  can 
reasonably  be  made  by  any  person  to  the  proposal — as  no  Tribunal 
is  established  for  the  determination  of  any  dispute  between  two 
States  relative  to  Jurisdiction  or  Bigbts  of  government,  it  cap  only 
be  amicably  determined  in  the  way  proposed.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  I  shall  receive  Justice  in  the  Courts  of  Pennsylvania  should 

*  See  page  102.  f  ^^^  P^8<*  ^^« 
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tbe  suit  be  brought  to  a  Trjal  bere— bat  tbere  realy  appears  to  me 
to  be  some  impropriety  in  the  state  suing  a  Citizen  of  another  state 
in  its  own  Court. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  respecting  the  dronmstanoes  attending  my 
Case  only  that  the  Land  Boss  sold  to  me  was  always  considered 
within  the  Limits  of  Virgiuia  nntill  the  Compact  entered  into  be- 
tween Virginia  and  Pensylvania  in  the  year  1780 — and  Roes  him- 
self lived  under  the  Jurisdiction  and  was  a  Citizen  of  Virginia  nntill 
he  Joined  the  British  Government,  so  that  if  debts  due  to  him  from 
Citisens  of  Virginia  became  forfeited  in  consequence  of  his  joining 
the  British  government,  they  were  forfeited  to  the  state  of  Virginia. 
I  hope  yon  will  excuse  the  troable  I  give  you  in  this  business. 
I  am^  Dear  Sir, 

with  much  esteem 

your  obed't  Hbl.  serv't, 

CHA.  SIMMS.* 
Philadelphia,  July  17th,  1787. 
Directedy 
The  Hon'ble  Genl.  Muhlenberg,  Philadelphia. 


Tbxjstbbs  of  Loan  Office  to  Cottncil,  1787. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  your  Honors,  we  return  you  the  fol- 
lowing Sums  of  Money,  secured  by  Mortgages  to  the  General  Loan 
Office  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  on  which  the  Payments  due 
since  the  first  Day  of  November  last,  have  not  been  made,  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  several  Counties,  vizt, 

City  and  County  of  Philadelphia ^£8,130 

Bucks  County 1,815 

Chester  Ditto  1,870 

Lancaster  &  Dauphin  Dittos 4,195 

York  Ditto 1,060 

Cumberland  Ditto 2,110 

Northampton  Ditto 1,465 

Berks  Ditto 2,085 

Bedford  Ditto 950 

Northumberland  Ditto 1,110 

Westmoreland  Ditto 520 

Washington  Ditto 980 

Fkyette  Ditto 740 

Franklin  Ditto 1,850 

Montgomery  Ditto 1,000 

£24,880 
*  See  page  160,  also  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p  242. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


FENNBTLVAKIA  AB0HIVS8  17871  171 

A  LM  of  Nftides  «f  the'  cMlnqvetit  M <irtgag9M  is  vlaAiroiil,  iiid 
rea4y  to  be  delivered  to  your  Honors,  when  yon  please  to  order  it ; 
we  haye  already  issued  several  Preoepts  for  Sale  of  sandry  delin- 
qneDt  Mortgagors  Bstatee  and  shall  still  oontinoe  the  same. 

We  are  with  due  Respeet  , 

your  very  H'ble  Serv't, 

GEORGB  S0HLOS8EIB, )  «!•«.♦«-- 
ROBERT  SMITH.  J  ^  '^°"®^- 

PhUad'a,  July  20th,  1787. 


SSCBBTABY  OP  CONGRESS  TO   PrBS.   FrANKLIN,  1787. 

(Circular.) 
OfBoe  of  Secretary  of  Congressi 

July  2gtb,  1787. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  ytrar  Exeellenqr  herewith 
endoBed  an  act  passed  the  23d,  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  limiting  the  time  for  all  persons  having  unliqui&ted 
claims  against  the  confederacy  to  exhibit  such  claims  for  adjust- 
ment }  as  all  accounts  not  exhibited  within  the  limited  times,  will 
be  precluded  ^m  settlement  or  allowance.  J  have  to  request  the 
fiivor  of  your  Excellency  to  cause  this  act  to  be  published,  that  all 
the  Gitixens  of  your  state  whom  it  coneems  may  have  notice  thereof* 
With  the  greatest  Respect^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and 

most  Hble.  Servt., 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed^ 
His  ExoeUenoy,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sbcrbzart  op  FoBBieN  Affairs  to  Prbs.  Franklin.— 
Signals  with  Morocco,  1787. 

(Circular.) 
New  York  office  for  foreign  affairs, 

27th  July,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  Your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed,  a  copy  of  the  signals  agi^ed  upon  between  the  United 
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BMai  ftal  Ao  Einperor  cf  Moroeod,  by  whiofa  Iheir  VQe|«»tf  ve 
▼eeaeb  are  to  be  kaown  to  eaeh  other  at  ^oa.  The  Dea|;ii,  Sir,  of 
aendiiig  yo«  tUe  Paper  is^  that  eiich  American  Mastefi  of  veBaeb 
as  may  make  voyages  from  your  Commonwealtb,  in  the  oourae  of 
whioh  they  may  expect  to  meet  irith  Cnueers  from  Morocco;  may 
be  supplied  with  copiea. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

-with  great  Bespect,  Tour 

£zcelleDcy's  most  obdt. 

and  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY. 

His  Ezoellencyi  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 
Jridonedj 

yiSlf  Jtity  27tk  From  The  Honble  John  Jay,  Esquire,  SeoVy 
of  foreign  affairs,  inclosing  the  signals  to  be  used  between  .tte 
United  States  and  Moroeoo. 

,  Read  in  Coiinoil  January  15th  1787,  and  copy  seat  to  Deoter 
IPhik. 

(Copy. 

The  following  signals  are  agreed  upon  between  Oommodore  Kait 
Farache  on  the  part  of  bis  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  the 
Honble  Thomas  Barclay,  Esq ,  agent  for  the  United  States  of 
America  on  their  part,  to  the  end  that  the  vessek  of  both  Parties 
may  be  known  to  each  other  at  sea. 
For  vessels  of  two  or  three  Masts. 

In  the  Day;  a  blue  Pendant  is  to  be  hoisted  on  the  end  of  the 
main  yard  |  and  in  the  night,  a  Lantern  is  to  be  hoisted  on  the  same 
place. 
For  vessels  of  one  Mast  only* 

In  the  Day,  a  blue  Pendant  is  to  be  hoisted  at  the  Mast  Head; 
and  in  the  Night  a  Lantern  is  to  be  hoisted  on  the  Ensign  Staff, 

Done  at  Morocco,  the  Ninth  Day  of  the  Month  of  Ramadan,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  two  hundred. 

(Signed,)  RATS  FARACHE, 

Tflt)MAS  BARCLAY. 
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SEcaiTABT  OF  CoNGBBSs  TO  Pbbs.  Fbankun,  1787. 

(Ciroolar.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Gongresay 

July  Slsfc,  1787. 
Sir, 

There  being  by  aocideat  an  omission  of  the  word  <'  Hospital/'  in 
the  act  of  Congress,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Your 
Ezoellencj  on  the  25th.  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  rectify- 
ing the  error  by  transmitting  herewith  another  authentic  copy  of 
the  Act,  and  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Ezoelleno/s 
most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant. 

CHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Exeellencyi  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


LiBUT.  Col.  Habmab  to  Pbbs.  Fbankliit,  1787. 

Camp  at  Post  Yincennes, 

August  7tb,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  Enclose  to  your  Excellency  &  the  honorable 
The  Council,  a  return  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  in  the  Service  of 
the  United  SUtes  dated  this  day. 

Captain  Finney  having  written  to  me  that  it  is  his  wish  to  retire 
from  Service,  there  will  consequeatly  be  a  Vacancy  for  an  Ensign — 
I  therefore  beg  Leave  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency  &  the  hrn- 
orable  Council  M'  Robert  Thompson  (a  Son  of  the  Late  General 
Thompson's)  to  fill  the  same. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  esteem  &  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  &  The 

honorable  Council's  most  hble.  &  obed'  Serv^, 
JOS.  HARMAR, 
L»  Col.  Com*  !•«  U.  S.  Reg. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,   Esq.,   President,  &  The 
honl>le  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Penns}  Ivania. 
Indonedf 

General  Harmar's  Letter— Read  Nov'r  2lBt,  l';87,  inclosing  a 
Return  of  the  Troops. 

8* 
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QjoxB  BiBNxoH  10  Col.  Johk  'Ebaskun^  1787. 

I  Aug.  9,1787. 
Sir, 
r  I  hav«  fftfefuUv  penised  jour's  dated  the  first  of  Sept ,  [  7  ]  &  think 

rDr  policy  good — with  regard  to  letting  the  Towns  on  the  Tiogs^ 
think  it  best  that  it  should  be  done  immediately,  that  any  man 
who  goes  on  may  immediately  occupy  his  own  farm.  You  reqoested 
me  to  repair  to  the  Tioga  without  loss  of  time  but  I  think  if  yon 
recoBsider  the  matter  you  will  determine  to  the  contrary,  fcr  I  am 
sensible  that  if  I  at  present  leave  home  for  any  oonsidersble  time 
^ere  will  be  no  possibility  of  my  throwing  on  many  settlers  this 
Fall,  for  which  reason  I  shall  not  go  on  at  present,  but  determine 
to  exert  myself  to  the  utmost  to  throw  on  settlers  &  I  think  I  shall 
send  on  a  very  oonsid^rable  number  this  fall  &  fix  a  plan  to  fill  the 
Country  in  the  spring — your  policy  will  undoubtedly  induce  you  to 
not  suffer  proyinons  to  be  carried  from  your  settlement, -but  ahov^ 
all  I  most  earnestly  advise  you  to  crush  your  enemies  k  pursue 
them  to  the  pit  &  depend  I  will  assist  you  so  far  as  in  my  power  A 
shall  expect  that  when  I  hear  from  you  again,  there  will  not  be  att 
Acan  found  in  your  Camp  &  trust  you  will  not  eufier  the  unhal^ 
lowed  feet  of  a  Penimite  to  tread  on  the  Land  which  the  Lord  hath 
giren  you.  I  am,  Sir,  with  Respect, 

yr.  mo.  obedient  humble  Servant, 

CALEB  BENTON. 
N.  B. — Please  to  present  my  compliments  to  Major  Jenkins  ft 
inform  him  1  am  determined  that  his  Ood  shall  be  my  Ood. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  422.] 


Sbcrbtart  of  Congrbss  to  Pres*  Franklik,  1787. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

August  10th,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
closed a  state  of  the  representation  in  Congress  for  the  month  of 
July.  By  this  and  the  former  statements  your  Excellency  will  see 
that  since  the  first  Monday  in  November  last  the  United  States 
have  not  been  represented  more  than  three  days  by  l6  States, 
thirty  days  by  9  States  and  forty  days  by  7  and  8  States.  I  submit 
this  to  the  consideration  of  your  Excellency, 
and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  servant, 
Directed^  CHA.  THOMSON, 

liis  Elxcellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Timothy  Piokebin«  to  Prbs.  Frakkijk,  1787. 

WilkeBborg^  Ooonty  of  Laserae, 

Aag't  13, 1787. 
Sir, 

A  letter  from  a  friend  adyiaed  me  that  Council  had  appointed 
William  Montgomery,  Esq'r,  a  OommiBsioner  to  examine  the  claima 
of  the  Gonneeticat  Settlers  in  .this  County,  in  the  room  of  Genl. 
Heister,  resigned.'*'  I  had  an  opportunity  of  writing  to  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery to  inform  him  of  it,  or  rather  to  urge  his  acoeptanoe  of  the 
office.  I  rec'd  his  answer  last  evenins ;  by  which  I  find  that  my 
letter  which  reached  him  last  Thursday  gave  him  the  first  notice  of 
his  appointment.  He  has  consented,  nay  determined,  to  serve.  I 
expressed  my  opinion  to  him,  that  not  only  the  peace  of  this  county, 
but  perhaps  of  the  state,  depended  on  an  immediate  execution  of 
the  kw  for  confirming  the  Connecticut  titles.  The  uneasiness  of 
the  people  at  the  delays  which  have  happened  is  greater  than  I 
could  have  imagined ;  and  John  Franklin  and  his  adherents  are 
very  industrious  to  infuse  suspioions  into  the  minds  of  the  settlers 
that  these  delays  are  designed,  and  that  the  law  will  never  be 
carried  into  execution.  Until  this  law  begins  to  operate,  to  unde- 
ceive the  people,  misled  by  Franklin's  predictions  and  falsehoods, 
the  execution  of  the  laws  in  general  will  be  difficult.  The  people, 
with  such  doubts  on  their  minds,  will  be  averse  from  aiding  the 
sheriff  and  magistrates,  or  yield  them  but  a  faint  support. 

If  Mr.  Montgomery's  commission  should  have  been  forwarded,  I 

Eray  that  a  certificate  of  the  appointment,  duly  authenticated,  maj 
e  famished  to  Mr.  Evans  who  will  return  hither  without  delay ; 
and  that  certificate  forwarded  to  Mr.  Montgomery  (it  bis  commis- 
sion should  not  sooner  reach  him,)  would  authorize  his  coming 
hither  k  being  sworn ;  for  which  reason,  Colo.  Denison  (who  was 
going  to  attend  in  Council,)  will  remain  here,  to  administer  the  oath 
to  Mr.  Montgomery  j  because  the  law  requires  that  it  be  taken 
before  one  of  the  Council,  or  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

very  respectfully  sir, 

your  Excellency's  obed't  servant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERINO. 
Dtreciedf 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


*  See  pftge  160. 
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y.  P.  BiDDu  TO  Srapmr  Balubt^  1787« 

hkCmofMf 

Philad'a,  Augast  17th^  1787. 
Sir, 

If  yoQ  shoold  not  have  set  off  for  Wilkesberry  before  joa  reoeive 
thifl,  Coancjl  request  yon  will  proceed  with  Mr.  Evans — the  sitnap 
tioD  of  affairs  in  the  settlement  requires  there  should  be  as  little 
delay  as  possible. — If  anything  should  happen  to  prevent  your 
attending,  inform  Council  by  the  first  opportunity,  that  we  may  ap« 
point  some  person  in  your  room. 
lam  Sir, 

your  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 
CHABLES  BIDDLE, 

V.  President' 
DirecUdj 

Stephen  Balliet,  Esq'r. 


^   V.  p.  BiDDLB  TO  T.  PiCKBEING,  1787. 

In  Council; 

Philadelphia,  Angnct  17ih,  1787. 
Sn*! 

Your  letter  to  Connoil  of  the  ISth"*"  inst,  was  this  day  received 
by  Mr.  Evans.  Council  wrote  to  Mr.  Montgomery  the  day  after 
his  appointment,  and  a  commission  was  sent  for  him  by  Mr.  Balliot, 
who  we  expected  would  have  been  with  you  before  the  date  of  jour 
letter,  we  now  send  another  Commission  for  him,  you  can  cancel 
one  of  them. 

We  have  been  informed  that  some  people  at  Hudson,  in  the 
settlement  are  determined  to  oppose  the  execution  of  the  Law ;  as 
government  is  doing  every  thing  they  can  to  satisfy  the  settlers  we 
hope  there  is  no  foundation  for  what  we  have  heard ;  however,  you 
had  better  be  on  your  guard,  and  attentive  to  the  proceedings  of 
any  person  or  persons  in  the  settlement;  yon  suspect  of  being  un- 
friendly to  Government. 

I  am;  Sir,  Your 

obedient  and  very 

humblo  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE, 

V.  President 
Directed, 
Timothy  Pickering,  Esq. 

*  See  page  176. 
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COMMISSIONBliS  OK  BotmDAET  LOTS  70  OOUHCIL^  1787. 

Obseryaiorj  on  the  Weal  ride  of  Gonawango, 

^Auguflt  29th,  1787. 
GeDtlemen, 

"  We  now  take  the  earliest  opportunity  we  have  had  of  acq^iaintiDg 
you  with  the  progress  we  have  made  in  the  business  which  you  have 
intrusted  to  us.  We  arNved  at  the  CawwanLshee  Flats  on  the  11th 
day  of  June,  where  the  90th  mile-stone  was  set  up  last  season.-— 
The  Susquehannah  was  remarkably  low,  which  prevented  our  Boats 
making  the  necessary  expedition.  From  the  90th  mile-stone  we 
Bent  our  Instruments  up  the  Thyesa  in  Canoes  about  10  miles ;  our 
water-carriage  then  failed,  and  we  had  r^ecourse  to  our  Paok-Horses, 
bnt  the  ruggedness  of  the  country  at  the  Heads  of  the  Susque- 
hannah|  Geneseeo  and  Allegany  Rivers,  sooned  killed,  and  ren- 
dered useless  about  two-thirds,  but  fortunately  for  our  business, 
when  the  Horses  failed;  we  found  ourselves  on  a  small  branch  of 
the  Allegany  River ;  necessitjf  then  pointed  out  the  proprietv  of 
useing  water-carriage  as  much  as  possible,  we  immediately  set  about 
making  canoes,  and  by  the  spirited  exertions  of  our  men,  with  no 
other  implements  than  three  falling  Axes,  two  or  three  Tomahawks, 
and  a  Chisel,  1}  Inch  wide,  we  had  compleated  in  six  days  for  the 
use  of  our  Pennsylvania  party  5  excellent  Canoes,  two  of  which 
are  between  40  and  50  feet  in  length.  These  Canoes  with  our 
Stores,  Instruments  and  Baggage,  we  hauled  10  miles  down  a  shal- 
low  stream  to  the  main  Allegany  River,  our  progress  now  began  to 
appear  less  difficult,  and  we  prepared  to  proceed  down  the  River  to 
a  proper  place  for  correcting  the  random  Line  by  aetronomical  obser* 
TatiQU,  but  the  day  proceeding  our  intended  movement,  we  were 
ordered  by  the  Indiana  to  discontinue  the  Line  Hill  after  a  Treaty 
should  be  held.  We  met  them  at  the  time  and  place  appointed, 
explained  the  nature  and  propriety  of  the  basibeaa  we  were  about, 
and  finally  permitted  to  proceed.  We  have  notwithstanding  these 
diffioalties,  compleated  the  Line  to  the  167  mile-stone  from  the 
Delaware,  and  expect  to  have  28  miles  more  finished  in  a  few  days, 
and  the  fullest  expectation  of  finishing  the  businees  this  season  ia 
good  time^  if  not  impeded  by  some  uncommon  difficulty  or  aooi- 
dent. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Your  very  Hbl.  Servants, 

ANDW.  ELLICOTT, 
ANDREW  PORTER. 
Dxrectedf 

His  Excellency,  the  President  and  Supreme  Exeontive  Council 
Pennsylvania. 
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V,   P.  BiDDLB  TO  Z.  BufLBB,  1787. 

IB  Oouncil^ 
PhSadelphiai  September  Ist^  1787. 
Sir, 

HaviDg  tbe  utmost  relianoe  npon  your  vigilance,  and  attachment 
to  the  dtate^  Council  have  appointed  yon  Lieutenant  of  the  County 
of  Luzerne.*  Should  any  person  be  bo  wicked  as  to  attempt  to  dis- 
turb the  settlement,  you  may  rely  upon  the  support  of  goremment 
in  any  legal  measures  you  may  find  neeoeaary  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  County. 

You  are  to  hold  the  Election  for  officers  for  the  Militia  as  soon 
aa  you  oan  agreeable  to  law. 
I  am^  Sir,  Tour 

obedient  and  yery 

bumble  Servant, 

CHARLES  6IDDLE, 
Yioe  ^sident. 


V.   P.   BiDDLB  TO  T.  PiCKBRIKO  &  S.  BaLLIBT,   1787. 

In  Council, 
Philadelphia,  September  the  1st,  1787. 
Gentlemen, 

Notwithstanding,  Oovemment  are  taking  every  measure  in  their 
power  to  satisfy  the  people  of  Luzerne,  we  are  informed  some 
wicked  persons  are  endeavouring  to  deceive  the  people  and  prevent 
tbe  execution  of  the  Law.  Understanding  that  John  Franklin  is  at 
the  bead  of  this  opposition,  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  send  a 
warrant  to  apprehend  him.  If  you  are  of  opinion  it  will  tend  to 
preaerve  the  peace  of  the  Country,  you  can  have  it  executed  during 
the  sitting  of  the  Court,  however,  we  leave  you  to  judge  of  the 
time  it  should  be  executed,  or  if  you  think  it  advisable  you  may 
have  it  suppressed. 

Yoa  may  assure  the  people  of  the  county,  that  every  enoouiBge- 
ment  will  be  given  to  the  Peaceable  Citizens,  and  (hat  those  who  may 
ooeaaion  any  cQsturbance  in  the  settlement  shall  be  proeeeuted  with 
the  utmost  rigour  of  the  Law. 
I  am,  Sir,  Tour 

obedient  and  very 

humble  servant, 

CHA.  BIDDLE, 
Vice  President. 

*  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  264. 
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Sbcbbtart  of  CoKeBBSS  TO  Pbhs.  Franklin,  1787. 

Oflioe  of  Secretaiy  of  Gongreas, 

Sept.  3d,  1787. 
Sir; 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Ezoellency  herewith  enclosed 
a  state  of  the  Representation  in  Congress  for  the  Month  of  August 
last — and  am, 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Ezeellenc/s  most  obedient 
&  most  Humble  servant, 

CHA-S.  THOMSON  * 
His  Ezoellency,  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 


T.  PicKBRiNG  TO  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

Wilkesborongh,  Sept.  5, 1787. 
Sir, 

I  was  honored  with  a  letter  from  Council,  inclosing  a  commission 
for  Col.  Butler,  whom  they  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  lieutenant 
of  this  county.  It  arrived  opportunely^  The  Col.  accepted  the 
Commission,  which,  by  permission,  I  read  in  the  County  Court,  in 
the  hearing  of  the  grand  &  traverse  juries,  &  the  spectators ;  and  in 
open  court  I  also  administered  to  him  the  oaths  of  allegiance  &  of 
office,  and  read  the  CounoiFs  letter  to  him,  repeating,  with  an  eni* 
phasis,  that  part  in  which  the  aid  of  government  is  promised  in  sup- 
port of  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  county. 

Franklin  &  Jenkins  were  at  Tioj^a  last  Monday ;  and  on  Tuesday 
were  to  sit,  with  Beach  &  others,  to  receive  &  examine  the  claims  of 
the  inhabitants  in  that  quarter  to  the  lands  in  their  possession ; 
agreeably  to  an  advertisement  posted  up  at  Tioga  by  their  order.  A 
Ool.,  Mclnster,  from  Hudson,  (Claverao)  and  one  Alleo,  from 
Bhode  Island,  are  said  to  have  met  them  there.  I  have  a  deposition 
declaring  that  one  of  their  company  confessed  that  their  plan  was  to 
erect  an  independent  state.  This  deponent's  information  came  tnm 
the  person  to  whom  the  confession  was  made.  Another  person 
arrived  this  evening  from  Tioga,  but  I  am  not  informed  what  intel- 
ligence he  brings.    Two  of  the  Justices  here  intend  shortly  to  be  in 

*  Represented— 2  days  by  2  States. 
6        "        3      " 
6        **        4      «« 
6         "        5      " 
1         "        7,  8,  P,  10  eacb. 
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Fhihdeifhhfhjwbam  I  will  ooaramnioftte  pavtioiijirlji  irbtte?^ 
shall  appear  worthy  of  the  ootioe  of  the  CoanoiL 
I  hftve  fcbe  honor  to  he^  Sir, 

Yo«r  moAt  obedient  seryant^ 

T.  PICKETING > 
-  P.  S.    Coandrs  letter  to  the  Oommueionen  Was  also  receiyed 
bj  Mr.  Nichols. 
Directed^ 
His  Bxoellency^  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Chbkokbk  Indian  Women  to  Pms.  Feanklin,  178T.  , 

Brotheri 

I  am  mhopes  my  Brothers  &  the  Beloved  men  near  the  water  side 
will  heare  from  me.  This  day  I  filled  the  pipes  that  they  smoaked  in 
piece^  and  I  am  in  hopes  the  smoake  has  Reached  np  to  the  skies 
abdve.  I  here  send  you  a  piece  of  the  same  Tobacco,  and  hm  in 
hopes  yon  &  yonr  Beloved  men  will  smoake  it  in  Friendship — and 
I  am  glad  in  my  heart  that  I  am.  the  mother  of  men  that  will  smoak 
it  in  piece.  ^ 

Brotheri  * 

I  am  in  hopes  if  yon  Kightly  oondder  it  that  woman  is  the  mothA 
ef  All — and  that  woman  Does  not  pnll  Children  ont  of  Trees  or 
Btnmps  nor  out  of  i^d  Logs,  but  ewt  of  tbekr  Bodies,  so  that  they 
ought  to  mind  what  a  woman  says,  and  look  upon  her  as  a  mother 
— and  I  have  Taken  the  privelaffe  to  Speak  to  yon  as  my  own  Obi^ 
dren,  &  the  same  as  if  you  had  sucked  my  Breast — ^and  I  am  in 
hopes  yon  have  a  beloved  woman  amongst  yon  who  will  help  to  put 
her  Children  Bight  if  they  do  wrong,  as  I  shall  do  the  same — ^the 
greal  men  have  all  promised  to  Keep  the  path  clear  &  straight,  as 
my  Children  shall  Keep  the  path  dear  &  white  so  that  the  Mes* 
sengers  shall  tto  &  come  in  safety  Between  ns — the  old  people  is 
levor  done  Tailing  to  their  Children — wUch  makes  toe  say  so  mnok 
as  I  do.  The  Talk  you  sent  to  ms  was  to  talk  to  my  Childreni 
wbieh  I  have  done  this  day^  and  they  all  liked  my  Talk  well,  which 
I  am  in  hopes  you  will  heare  from  me  Every  now  &  then  that  I  keoD 
my  ChaUben  in  pieoe^— tbo'  I  am  a  woman  giving  you  this  Talk,  I 
am  in  hopes  that  you  and  all  the  Beloved  men  in  Congress  will 

Ef  particular  Attention  to  it,  as  I  am  Delivering  it  to  you  from  the 
ttom  ef  my  heart,  that  they  will  Lay  this  on  the  white  stool  m 
Cong^ea^  wishing  them  all  well  &  suooe#s  in  all  their  nndertakii^gs-^ 
I  hold  £ttt  thegoodTalk  I  Beceived  from  you  my  Brother^  &  thanks 

*  Col.  Kec.,  ToL  XV.,  p.  218. 
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JfOtt  kfndlj  for  your  godd  Talka^  A  your  pveseote,  ft  tke  kind 
usage  yoa  gave  to  my  bod. 

From  KATTEUHA, 

The  Belored  woman  of  Chota. 
MooBB  Prioe  ft  Tom  Ben,  Lincheaten. 
8th  Sept.,  1787. 
Indorsed, 

From  Kaattahee,  Scolecntta  and  Kaatiahee,  Indian  Women. 
His  Ezcellencyi  Benjamin  Frankliuj  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Reo.  of  Mr.  John  Niokleson,  Gomtroller  Gen.  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania,  by  the  hands  of  Alexander  Dromgoole,  2  Gorgets  of  Silver 
for  the  Great  Chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  Also  one  silver  hair- 
plate  ft  2  pair  of  Silver  Bobs  for  the  Beloved  woman.  Given  under 
our  hands  in  Chota,  this  7th  Sept.,  1787. 
Test  Plresent. 

MOSES  PRICE,  KAATTAHEE,  or  Com  Tassel. 

RICH.  FIELD.  SCOLECUTTA,  or HanginKmaw. 

KATTEUHA,  or  Beloved  Woman- 


Hee'd  of  his  Exoelleney,  Benjamin  Franklin,  by  the  hands  of 
Alexander  Dromgoole,  2  Silver  meddles  for  the  Great  Chiefes. 
Also  his  Exeellenoeys  pioture  in  Silver  for  the  Beloved  Woman^ 
Given  under  onr  hands  in  Chota,  Cherokee  Nation,  this  7th  Sept., 
1787. 
Witnesses  IVesent. 

MOSES  PRICE,        KAATTAHEE,  or  Com  Tassel. 
JNO.  MARTIN,        SCOLECUTTA,  or  Hanging  maw. 
RICH.  FIELD.         KATTAUHA,  or  Beloved  Woman. 


JOBBPH  HaMILION  TO  GOL*  JOHK  FrANKLIN  AT  WtOMINQ, 

1787. 

Hillsdale,  Sept  8, 1787. 
Sir, 

I  flatter  myself  Starkweather  will  be  able  to  give  you  that  infotw 
nation  of  our  Ideas  of  policy  which  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to 
you  all  and  that  yon  will  be  of  our  mind,  think  as  wo  do  on  tb« 
subject.  Notwithstandiug  what  I  wrote  about  the  Town  of  Strong 
&c.,  to  reserve  it  yet  upon  further  eonsulting  we  give  it  up,  Into  the 
hands  of  the  Oommissionen  to  settle  as  they  think  be0t^  the  other 
Towns  we  wish  to  have  surveyed  and  lotted  and  fifty  lotts  in  eaeh 


Digitized  by-VjOOQlC 


FSRNSTLTANIA  AKOHIVBB  ITVTi  18> 

mawtj  in  tlie  best  liods  «iiy  w&eM  in  jom  tomi  Md  Mud  tti  tk»  Pkti 
ti  eadt  ft  we  wiU  inetantly  fill  tkeni  with  eettlen  m  mi&y  aa  yoo 
pkMCy  only  give  no  one  man  mote  or  leas  than  one  bandied  aerea 
for  aettlingi  1  mean  of  good  land  or  an  eoniTalent  thereto,  yon  write 
aa  tlwogh  yon  thonght  as  diaooanigedi  I  donH  know  that  we  have 
pfeik  yon  any  jnat  reaaon  for  sneh  an  opinion.  I  am  not  in  the 
least  dSaeonnged  in  ease  yon  do  as  yon  wrile,  nay,  I  ean  say  more  I 
am  willing  to  nsqne  any  thing  I  poasess  upon  it,  I  do  not  oonoei?e 
I  have  given  yon  any  just  reason  to  make  the  conelnsimEis  yon  do 
make,  however  I  heartily  ezense  yoo,  it  is  time  to  be  jeuons,  yonr 
jeabnsy  begins  with  yonr  friends,  it  will  be  well  if  it  oontiBoea^ft 
ends  with  yonr  enemies. 

N.  B. — ^Nothing  in  our  power  to  retain  oar  lands  has  been  hither- 
to  omitted  &  you  shall  never  have  any  reason  to  judge  that  we  will 
for  .  the  fature  relax  in  the  least — ^from  your  constant  friend  & 
servant| 

JOS.  HAMILTON. 

P.  8. — ^I  ean  write  no  more  letters  at  present  for  want  of  time, 
tell  Mr.  Kinsley  his  foaily  is  well,  my  best  eompliments  to  him  ft 
Capt.  Allen  ft  I  thank  them  for  their  letters,  will  embraee  the  first 
opporinnity  to  write. 


JoBSPH  Hauiltok  to  Johh  FnAKELur,  1787. 

Septem.  10, 1787. 
Sir, 

I  am  jnst  now  informed  by  Captain  Coon  of  this  plaee  that  yester* 
day  afternoon  Captain  Strong  erossed  this  River  on  his  way  to 
Wyoming — ^that  he  said  he  hiMl  matters  with  him  neeessary  to  lay 
before  the  Pemlsylvania  Commissioners  for  a  oonfirmation  of  his 
Isade,  that  he  was  determined  to  pnrsoe  it,  that  he  had  determined 
heretofore  to  hold  it  nnder  Connecticut  claim,  bat  that  was  over, 
the  Laws  were  in  exeroise  ft  it  was  too  lato.  Yon  will  let  your 
enemies  seonre  their  lands  undw  that  title,  pass  ft  repass  in  thai 
Country,  wait  on  their  commissioners  fto.,  without  obstmetion,  bnl 
will  Boold  at  your  friends,  nay  your  best  friends  who  would  risque 
every  thing  dear  to  them  for  your  eafety  and  welfare,  nay  yen  will 
reprobate  them  for  the  most  distant  proposal,  in  short  such  pdiey 
appears,  to  me  to  be  a  very  visible  matter.  I  have  known  many  a 
patient  in  a  highly  inflan^atory  fever,  being  attended  by  a  tinrid 
pbymdan  who  dare  not  let  blood,  suffer  the  disolution  of  his  whole 
Dody  barely  for  want  of  drawing  a  little  Blood  from  the  arm. 

Nay  Gentlemen  suffer  me  to  advise  you  that  if  you  suffer  Penn- 
sylvania Politicks  any  longer  to  intormingle  with  yours  then  to  take 
Strongs  method,  get  a  oonfirmation  of  the  land  from  them  and  then 
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ind  boilB  fed.to  fmnimm  of  you;  «od  so  mvo  saftieliiliig;  folr  i4  h  m 
pitj  that  men  who  have  fiiBt  fairly  parohaaed  the  Land  paid  Cor  it  i4 
a  dear  rate  and  saffened  evlsry  thiog  tbat  <5aii  i)e  nattod  bat  deafth 
itelf  nay  bave  lost  handreda  of  IWet  in  djafeaoe  of  it  throogh  a  loqg 
ft  bloody  war  ft  ia  that  defence  have  defended  the  lives  &  property 
of  thuto  i^ry  state  dignified  ft  dirty  rsaealawbo  nownioftD  ta  poasada 
itf  I  aay  now  without  the  flash  of  a  s&ngio  Qua  lifle  or  any  of  the 
kaat  reaiatanoe  to  be  mannoTerod  tiliek^  and  jookeyed  out  of  ih% 
whole  i&  tod  much  for  people  who  haye  had  the  name  of  brave  peo|rie^ 
hat  if  you  should  in  proper  tima  afford  a  manly  reaiaianiie  to  it  powet 
•Kaioiaed  in  tboeyeaof  all  the  worlds  for -.the  moat  villainoua  pur* 
poses  my  desire  is  that  you  should  reserve  an  handffom^  Bett  on  fcho 
Tiog»  point  for  we  think  it  policy  in  such  case,  that  either  Doctor 
Benton  or  myself  should  remove  to  that  place  in  the  Spring  to  con- 
tinue there — this  matter  we  have  talked  of  between  us  ft  agreed  on, 
but  we  can  do  nothing  without  your  exertions  ft  that  ifesolute  ones  to^ 
we  have  got  the  money  chest  in  possession^  we  are  very  sensible  of, 
but  then  you  have  the  key,  no  righteous  wheel  will  move'  untill 
yoQ  move  and  that  in  sueh  manner  aa  ta  make  die- world  know  you 
are  in  earnest,  they  all  think  you  ure  jesting,  madness  in  you  would 
lot  surpnso  the  world  half  so  muchaa  has  your  piist  oondact|  fon 
surely  oppression  maketh  the  wise  man  mad,  we  naturally  jreasoa 
thus  either  that  you  are  not  wise  men  or  that  the  scripture  is  not 
true.  Be  assured  the  greatest- tmtrages  attended  with  a  thousand 
inadvertencies  ft  even  large)imprudence  wouldafford  much  less  aston* 
ishment  in  the  eyes  of  the.worid  lit  hrgo,  then  the  calm,  soft,  easy 
Lethargy  ft  pusillanimous  scenes  that  are  now  passing  in  that 
county.  Another  observation,  True  policy  knows  no  passion,  you 
all  will  therefore  calmly  consider  the  whole  matter  as  to  the  preoiei^ 
time  to  begin,  but  sure  I  am,  tbht'it  it  ia  not  done  this  fall  you  oan- 
not  have  much  euooour  from  this  quarter* 

N.  B.  upon  hearing  from  me,  lauticipate  your  observations,  you 
Bay  Dr.  Hamilton  is  a  toward,  he  fights  well  at  adifitenoe.  but  he 
will  not  venture  hisown  akin,  he  can  taUc  ftud  write  but  that  ia  a11| 
ftc,  ftc* 

I  own  I  was  never  bred  a  Warrior,  I  am  no  fighter,  aw  of  a  timid 
make  ftc,  but  £  oall  O— d  to  witness  that  my  feelingii  are  that  in 
equal  oombat  in  the  present  esnse,  I  would  not  think  mya^lf  in  to  much 
danger  to  enoonnter  t^  men  you  have  on  the  ground,  and  if  you  will 
eonirive  any  w^  that  I  may  do  Justice  to  my  laiige  ft  Tender 
Family  who  have  already  suffered  every  thing  bat  deiith  in  that 
eonntiy,  I  wtU  be  witb  you  in  a  fortnight,  but  then  yo«  shall  make 
a  noise  or  I  will  not  tarry  to  die  aueh  a  tapering  deaUi. 

JOS.  HABflLTON.* 

[Letter  Book  Vol.  I.  p*  424.] 

*  Not  directed,  but  probably  to  Col.  F. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


rxmSYJNASUL  AROHIYBS  ITST.  I8ft 

JosBPH  Hamilton  to  Col.  John  F&anklin,  1787. 

Citj  HadflOD;  September  10;  1787. 
Sir, 

I  BOW  mi  dowB  to  obfen«  on  a  elacm  of  ]raiir  letter  wbiob  lo  mf 
iraar  me  mmetieecl.  You  say  yon  eiBnol  eonoieve  from  wkenetf 
n J  lieais  eroee.  I  will  tell  yoa  sir,  how  it  is^nnoipal  &  iQftding 
ehaiwoten  bere  will  beliere  that  job  Dever  will  be  able  to  kli&k  wp 
a  Bobbery  there  ft  aot  on  a  different  eoale  of  pelioy  uaiiU  you  h«v# 
really  cUne  it  ft  uatill  tiat  ia  done  the  truth  is  they  will  npt  Tontar^ 
any  fortherpartof  their  property  or  oharaoter  so  that  you  readly 
aoe  yvmr  Bobemes  at  an  end,  for  what  can  I  do  to  all  out  of  mf 
pffimta  poefcat^-^moieo^erSir,  if  I  should  tell  them  that  there  wa« 
flOttiethiBf  about  to  be  done  whieb  by  the  way  woold  be  dangerouB, 
onr  enemies  may  take  the  hint  too  sooU;  nay  if  I  ooald  in  order  to  prove 
it  ahow  aone  claose  in  yonr  iettor  which  I  ha^  often  done  to  keep  np 
their  apiiilB,  they  would  immediately  say  this  has  been  ati  old  story 
fer  m  long  time,  we  4o  not  beliei?e  it,  Golonel  Franklin  is  mistaken 
in  his  policy  from  what  we  hear  almost  every  (hty,  it  is  very  probable 
to  US  that  he  will  be  in  p^wm  soon  if  he  is  not  already  in  thei 
pcaotiae  of  Physio  where  life  is  in  question,  it  is  an  observation  of  Br, 
Hoxbans  that  the  low  A  timid  method  of  pracdoe  is  lyi  repreheosi-^ 
ble  as  the  bold  &  qn^ioal,  for  while  the  one  negloets  an  opportunity? 
never  to  be  rained,  the  other  wafis  yon  off  the  stage  in  a  momene. 

However  if  you  suddenly  A;  in  a  proper  time  sever  the  wheat  from 
iiie  ehaff  among  you,  &  suffer  not  a  dissenting  whisper  among  youi 
I  oan  assure  you  this  part  of  the  world  will  be  better  in  removing  them 
as  aoon  aa  they  know  of  snob  a  matter. 

From  your  friend  &  servt. 

JOSEPH  HAMILTON.      ^ 

P.  8.  I  think  you  have  &  harbour  in  your  Country  a  curious 
monster  of  two  heads  in  one  body,  for  what  else  are  your  two  setts  of 
Commisrioners  whioh  yon  allow  among  you,  granting  the  same  lands, 
Gore  said  in  his  letter  to  me  that  as  soon  as  they  meddled  with  the 
title  of  lands  he  would  find  Indians  enough  to  protect  them.  Whore 
are  Gore's  Indians,  are  they  scattered  away  by  his  new  settlers  at 
Newtown. 

One  obervation  more  I  think  important  which  is  that  no  one 
non-resident  proprietor  whatever  ought  to  hold  any  piece  of  land 
ont  of  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  to  dispose  of  to  settlers  who 
will  immediately  take  possession  but  the  Commissioners  ought  to 
dispose  of  the  Lands  and  keep  fair  Records  of  their  Transactions 
and  in  future  make  ample  compensation. 

[Letter  Book,  Page  423.] 
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Jambs  Habbis  to  Jambs  MoLbnb,  1787* 

Gonemagh,  Sept  thellUi,  1787. 
Sir, 

The  Commiflfln.  for  laying  out  the  road  from  the  Frankatoini 
bnmeh  ef  JuDiatta  to  the  river  GoDemagli  have  thia  day  oomplaated 
thai  haaiaefls  Aa  it  is  impoaeihle  for  any  set  of  oieii  to  petfom  or 
do  any  aet  or  thing  in  which  the  pnhlio  are  inteieated,  to  the  satis* 
ftetion  of  every  person  we  do  not  ezpeot  to  escape  the  oensoe  of 
many.  The  retnm  of  the  road  will  be  presented  to  Gonncil  by  the 
bearer  Esqr.  Elder.  I  wonld  beg  leave  to  infann  yon  of  our  priH 
eeediog.  When  the  .Gosimissbnere  met  at  Frankstewn  they  ex* 
peoted  to  find  the  Gonemagfa  a  navigable  stream  at  some  seasons  at 
least  as  high  np  as  the  mouth  of  Stony  creek }  upon  examination  we 
found  the  channel  sufficiently  exkensive  bnt  so  obetmoted  by 
numerous  rocks  &  falls  at  the  gaps  through  Laurel  Hill  &  Ohestnnt 
ridge  as  to  make  it  very  difficult  at  the  most  favorable  Seasons,  we 
wilii  a  great  deal  of  care,  with  the  assistance  of  the  best  woodsman, 
explored  the  Gountry  on  the  south  side  of  Gonemagh  over  the  Laurel 
Hill  b  Ghestnut  ridge  &  find  the  ground  so  mountainous  so  rsoky  ft 
swampy  on  that  aide,  that  we  were  of  opinion  it  waa  better  to  bnng 
the  road  down  the  north  side  below  the  Laurel  hill  &  Ghestnut  ridge 
the  land  carriage  tk  true  is  something  farther,  as  the  distanee  itwn 
the  month  of  *8toney  creek  to  Frankstewn  will  be  about  30  miles  as 
the  road  must  go,  to  the  mooth  of  Black  lick  from  Erankstown  48i 
the  diff.  is  13i  miles  which  difference  is  amply  compensated  by  the 
difference  of  the  ground  over  which  the  roads  must  pass.  The  road 
as  'tis  laid  out  is  upon  good  ground  there  is  no  difficulty  in  Grossing 
Allegany  mountains  the  Laurell  Hill  or  Ghestnut  ridge,  there  are 
few  waters  to  cross  except  Springs,  What  we  have  done  we  intended 
for  the  best,  we  submit  it  to  the  judgement  of  Gouncil  hoping  for 
their  approbation. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  every  mark  of  esteem, 

Your  much  obliged  Humble  Servt 

JAMES  HARRIS. 
James  McLene  Esqr. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  278,  274. 
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Y.  P.  BXAPIiB   TO  ABBJOlBhYf  1787. 

In  Connoily 

PhUad'a,  Sept.  20th,  1787. 
Sir, 

GoQDoil  being  of  opinion  that  tbe  endowed  letters  from  the  Gom- 
miBBlonera,*  now  at  Witkbarre^  contained  information  that  requires 
immediate  conndeFation,  have  ordlsred  that  it  be  transmitted  to  the 
Hoabk  the  Oen.  Assembly. 

I  am^  Sir,  Your 

obedient  and 

humble  Servsnt, ' 

CHARLES  BIDDLE, 
V.  President. 
Directed 
Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  Gen.  Assembly. 


Pus.  Frahklin  to  Gov.  Chimov  op  N.  Y.,  1787. 

In  Goondl,  Sept  22, 1787. 
Sr, 

Toor  Ezoelleney  will  see  by  tbe  Papers  ft  Letters  of  IntelligBiiee, 
which  I  haye  the  hononr  of  oommnnicating  to  yon,  that  there  are 
a  Number  of  disorderly  People  ooUeoting  near  the  Line  that  divides' 
onr  two  States,  who  are  impatient  of  regular  Government,  and' 
seise  upon  and  presume  to  dispose  of  lands  contrary  to  and  in  Defiance 
of  the  Laws.  It  has  appeared  to  us  by  other  evidence  that  their 
Numbers  are  daily  increasing  by  vagabonds  from  all  quarters,  and 
that  they  expect  Reinforcements  from  Shay^s  late  Partizans,  and  pur- 
pose defending  their  proceedings  by  Force  of  Arms.  Yonr  Excel- 
lency will  be  sensible  with  us  of  the  Mischief,  such  a  Body  of 
Banditti  ma^  be  capable  of  occasioning  to  both  our  States,  if  suf- 
fered to  increase  and  establish  themselves  in  that  country;  The 
Ticinity  of  the  Boundary  Line  affording  them  at  present  an  im- 
aginary security,  since  if  pursued  by  the  Authority  of  one  of  the 
States,  they  can  easily  step  over  into  the  others.  Your  Excellency's 
Beadiness  manifested  on  former  occasions,  to  aid  the  operations  of 
geaeral  justice^  even  in  neighbouring  Governments,  leaves  no  room 
to  doubt  of  your  concurring  with  us  in  the  Measures  that  may  be- 
necessary  to  defeat  the  project?  of  those  people,  some  of  whose. 
Leaders  are  said  to  be  Inhabitants  of  your  State ;  for  the  concertina 
such  Measures  the  Council  of  this  government  unanimously  ana 

*  Belative  to  a  diTiaion  line,  between  Northumberland  &  Luzerne. — ^Not 
fnmdy  but  see  Col.  VLko^  Vol.  XV.,  p.  276. 
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earnestly  reqneBt  yvwt  BseeUeney  would  be  pleased*  to  permit  oar 
Delegates  in  Congress  to  have  a  eonferenoe  with  yon. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Yotxr  Exoellenoy's 

most  obedient  and 

most  bumble  Servant^ 

B.  FJRANKLIN, 

Pieeid^iit* 

His  Excellency,  Geo.  Clinton,  Esq.,  G-orernor  of  New  York. 


PbBS.  FbANELIN  to  BbLBQATES  IK  CONGBESS,   1787. 

In  Council, 

Pbiladelphia,  Sept.  22, 1787. 
Gentlemen, 

Enclosed  is  a  Letter  to  Got.  Clinton,  which  we  send  unsealed  for 
year  perusal,  with  the  several  Papers  of  Intelligence  that  accom- 
pany  it.  The  Council  baye  thought  of  sending  a  few  resolute  Men 
authorized  to  apprehend  and  bring  off  Franklin  and  Jenkins ;  but  if 
they  should  be  on  the  York  aide  X)f  the  Line  il  might  be  impradio- 
able  without  the  Coocurreooe  of  that  Goverment.  Yen  will  S6» 
that  we  have  requested  the  Governor  to  have  a  conference  with  you 
otn  the  subject )  in  which,  if  it  take  place )  we  desire  you  would  not 
only  discuss  what  may  be  proper  for  the  securing  the  Ringleaders  of 
tbe  sedition,  but  concert  some  general  Measures  for  the  two  States 
to  take,  that  it  may  be  effectually  and  totally  8«q>preaBed  :  and  that 
you  would  report  to  us  the  Besult  of  your  oopfeienoe  te  soon  as  may 

With  great  esteem, 

•I  am,  Oeatlemen, 

your  most  obedient, 

humCle  Servant, 

B.  FBANKLIN, 
Piea. 

P.8. — ^You  will  see  the  Propriety  and  Necessity  of  keeping  the 
Proceedings  secret,  as  well  as  the  names  of  the  Informers^  and  you 
will  return  the  enclosed  Papers.^ 
Directed^ 

To  the  Delegates  in  Congress. 

♦  See  Col.  Bee.  VeL  XV.,  p.  278.    f  D^d. 
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In  Oouncil,  Sept.  '28, 178T.    * 
Sr,  ■''.''■•'  ■.■•   \^'." 

Ton  are  to  tiAse  'vtint  notnber  of  MfKtta  roti  %)Mk  necesitory 
and  proceed. with  the  greatest  dbpateh  to  Wilk^barre,  tn  tb^  County 
of  Laserne.  Wb^n  tbelrd,  if  yon  tbink  -it  tiei^eBsary  cobsnU  €oI. 
Pickering  on  ibe  beat  metbod  jou  can  take  to-  app|rebelid ' J6bt< 
Franklin,  Jobn  Jenkins,  Zerab  Beaob  «iid  Jehn  MeEinBtry.* — 
Should  yon  take  all  or  a^  of  t)ioie  apieii  FiripoiMiv  yon  are  to  bring 
them  to  Pbilada.  If  yon  ta&e  Franklin  at  Wilksbarre  do  not  pro- 
ceed any  forther^  or  rnn  no  risque  of  losing  him  by  endeayonring  to 
apprehend  the  others. 

Oonaoil  have  the  utmost  reliance  on  yonr  secresy  and  yonr  prud- 
ence in  conducting  this  affair.     If  opposed  by  force,  you  are  to  U86 
force  and  ozeonte  the  warrant  at  all  evenk.    .     . 
/directed, 

To  Col.  John  Craig. 


Arthub  St.  Clair,  (Djbilegate  in  CoNaRESs)  to  Pres. 
Fr'anklin,  1787. 

.         .  New  York,  Sept.  28, 1787; 

Sir,  '     ., 

In  pursuance  of  your  Excellency*^8  Letter  in  Council  of  the  22d, 
instanty  The  Delegates  of  the  State,  had  yesterday  a  confereDco  with 
Governor  Clinton  upon  the  subject  of  the  Intelligence  contained  in 
the  papers  inclosed  to  him. 

Governor  Clinton  seems  perfectly  well  disposed  to  concur  in  any 

feneral  Measure  that  may  tend  to  preserve  the  Peace  of  the  two. 
tares ;  but  he  apprehends  no  danger  from  most  of  the  Personp 
mentioned  in  those  Papers;  on  the  contrary  he  seems  to  think  they 
are  disposed  to  become  peaceable  and  orderly  Citizens  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  particularly,  Ar.  Moodrey,  [?}  in  whom'  he  appeared  to 
Lave  a  confidence.  As  General  Irwni  and  Mr.  Bingham,  are  both 
going  to  Pbilada.,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  them  for 
more  particular  information. 

As  to  Franklin  and  Jenkins,  The  Delegates  are  of  opinion  that 
no  more  proper  method  can  be  pursued  than  that  suggested  in  your 
Exoellency's  Letter,  of  sending  a  few  resolute  men  to  take  them* 
off;  and  should  tb^y  b^  on  the  Y^k  side  of  the  Line,  or  takete- 
fiige  within  that  State,  the  apprehending  them  will  give  no  offence 
to  the  Government.  On  the  contrary  the  Governor  is  ready  to 
conoor  with  the  Measure,  and  to  that  end  baa  proposed  that  the 

•  See  proclamation  for  theur  arrest.— Col.  Rec.,  Y.  XT.,  p.  279. 
Vol.  XL-9 
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warrant  that  may  be  iboaghi  proper  to  isiqe  aguiiflt  Ibem  Hen,  be 
eent  here,  Wben  he  will  get  it  backed  bj  the  Chief  Justioe,  and 
accompanj  it,  mo  backed,  with  his  own  warrant  nnder  the  privy 
seal  commanding  all  the  Inhabitants;  (for  they  have  no  Magistrates), 
of  that  Distnot  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  apprehending  them. 
Should  Council  then  adopt  the  Measure,  if  you  will  piease  to  en- 
dofle  the  warrant  to  me  no  time  shall  be  lost  in  presenting  it  to 
Governor  Clinton,  and  returning  it  to  your  Bxoellenqy. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Sir,  Tour  ExCellenc'y 

most  obedient  Servant, 

AR.  ST.  CLAIR. 
Direciedj 
His  Excellency,  B.  Franklin,  Esq. 


Secrbtart  of  CoKaRESS  TO  PRES.  Franklin,  1787. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

Sept.  28th,  1787. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  an  unanimous  resolution  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  Your  Excellency  the  report  of  the  Convention*  lately 
assembled  at  Philadelphia,  together  with  the  resolutions  and  letter 
accompanying  the  same ;  and  have  to  request  that  your  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  same  before  your  Legislature  in  order  that 
it  may  be  submitted  to  a  convention  of  Delegates  to  be  chosen  by 
the  people  of  the  state  in  conformity  to  the  resolves  of  the  conven- 
tion made  and  provided  in  that  case. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servt, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed^ 

His  Bxcellency;  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
*  Not  found.  , 
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RbsoiiUtipns  of  Oongrbss,  1787. 

Friday,  September  28th,  178T.  ; 
The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled.  . 

Present :  New  Hampshire,  Massaobnsetts,  ConQecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  PennsylTania,  Delaware,  VirgiDia,  North  Carolina, 
Sonth  Carolina  &  Georgia  and  from  the  Stote  of  Maryland,  Mr. 
Boss. 

OoDgress  having  reoeiyed  the  report  of  the  Convention  lately  as- 
semble in  Philaiklphia^ 

Resolyed  unanimously,  that  the  said  report,  with  the  resolutions 
and  Letter  accompanying  the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the  several 
Legislatures  in  order  to  be  submitted  to  a  Convention  of  Delegates* 
chosen  in  each  State  by  the  people  thereof,  in  conformity  to  the  re- 
solves  of  the  Convention  made  and  provided  in  that  case. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy 


Resolution  op  Conqrkss — Privtleobs  oir  Consuls,  1787. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

September  28th,  1787. 
Whereas  Doubts  have  in  certain  instances  arisen  whether  foreign 
Consols  residing  in  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  an  Exemption 
from  such  legal  Imposts  and  Duties  on  Merchandise,  by  them  im- 
ported for  their  own  Use,  as  are  payable  by  other  Subjects. of  their 
respective  Nations. 

Resolved  that  no  Consuls  of  any  Nation  are  entitled  to  such  Ez- 
emptioDS  in  the  United  States. 

(Copy.) 

(Signed)  CHARLES  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Sbceetart  of  Congress  to  Pass.  Franklin^  1787. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

Octobet  2d,  1787. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  enclosed 
a  state  of  the  Representation  in  Congress  for  the  Month  of  Sep- 

*  The  oiipnal  returns  of  the  delegates  ehosen  in  the  several  eouutieB  are 
ftt  Runsbiirg,  written  on  paichment,  with  the  name  of  each  signer,  and  his 
•cal  affixed.    They  ought  to  be  framed.    We  may  print  them  hereafter. 
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temberi*  to  be  laid  before  the  legislature,  pursaant  to  an  Aot  of 
17th  Angnst,  1785 )  also  two  Copies  of  the  Joamal  of  OoDgfem, 
from  the  lOtb  of  Hay  to  the  25th  of  September,  one  for  the  Legis- 
lative and  the  other  for  the  Szeontiye  branoh  of  Ooreniment. 
J    . ,   With  the  greatest  respect, 

X  have  the  honor  to  be^  r         • 

'  ^  Xour  Excellency's  paost  obedient         /.       „ 

&  most  humble  servt.j 

CHA.  TriOMBOJf; 
His,Ezcellenc7;.The  President  of  the  Commotiwddth  df  P^Bsyl-i 
Tania. 


V.  P.  BiDDM  TO  OoL.  Wm.  WiLSOir,  1787. 

fn  CoQVcil,  Philadelphia,  October  6th,  1787. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Hollenback  will  deliver  you  fifty  stand  of  arms,  1  bun.  lb  of 
Powder  &  three  hundred  wt.  of  Lead,  which  you  are  to  take  charge 
of — tiU  you  hear  further  from  Council,  you  are  to  follow  Mr,  Mont- 
gomery's directions  respecting  the  disposal  of  the  Arms  &  Ammuni- 
tion. 

I  am,  sir,  . 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

^         CHARLES  BtDDLE,  Vice  President.-f 


Z.  Butler,  &o.,  to  Pkes.  Fbanklin,  1787. 

His  Excellency,  Benj'n  Franklio,  Esq.,  Pres.  of  State. 

Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne  Co.,  Oct.  6, 1787. 
Sir, 

Doubtless  your  Qxoelleney  &  ihe  Hon.  Oouneil  have  heard  of  the 
disturbanoe  in  this  plaoe  on  the  night  of  the  second  inst.,  caused  by 
the  taking  of  John  Franklin  (as  now  supposed)  with  a  state  warrant ; 
with  pain  we  should  ^ve  a  statement  of  all  the  oiroumstanoes,  did 
we- suppose  your  honors  not  infoTBned  thereof  Yet  weooneeive  it 
now  our  doty  to  acquaint  you  with  the  state  of  this  County.  We 
hay\^  reason  to  suppose  that  various  &  shocking  accounts  of  the  late 

*  6  States  represented  on  9  days. 


6 

8 

9 

10 

11 


ti        <(  2    ** 

a  «  4      14 

Ehode  Island  appears  unrepresented  throu^hdnt  the  month, 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  289. 
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duorders  in  this  oonntj  have  aniyed  at  Philadelphia,  and  T^hile  we 
liimont  the  abofie  offered  to  Gofonel  Monigemory  by  m  iH^^doal^ 
we  can  infonn  you  tba^  lU)  Qtber  peiiagaJmb^n  hurt  on  the  occa- 
sioDy  &  that  those  persons  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  disturbers 
are  Uhsmted*  The  dis&jSbQM  pt^y  disposed  the  n^zt  day^  xrepet- 
tttg  ezcoediBgly  their  diaonferly  ogoduet.  We  believe  tfa^sy  fo^l  ^ 
degree  [of]  CoDipmnetioii  equal  %o  the  magmtwlQ  of  tbeir  Crimes* 
TluB  day  we  vmi  theprilu^^paL  of  thaA  par^  wbq  m^e  the  disturbr 
aaoe,  upon  titm  veqnest  by  them»  we  we^^  iD/ormed  that  they  suj^ 
posed  the  taauner  of  taking  Bittnklaa  we^ill^aj;,  tibfit  tko^e  peraoQS 
who  teiiAd  him  had  formcprly  exeyciaed  emciUy  in  tbia  s^ttlem^nt,  & 
hy  the  £apert  of  a.  ntunber'of  pistals,;  tbeif  inteption  was  to  t«k^  hi9 
Hfe;  Wo  can  assure  your  lUoeiry  awi  the  Hpnorabjia  Coqucfll  tbft 
we  are  oonvinoed  of  tbek  peHetM^ee,  &  have  reaiQn  to  belUte  tbs«t 
in  fotare  the  admiaistiaticm  of.  law  will  not  be  int(»ixiipted  i^  tbi^ 
Coniy.  that  Sleotions  will  no^  h%  opposed  &  thajt  they  will  i^m^^ii^ 
themseiYes  as  peaceable  HiUiaena  ;of .  this  fital^,  TbojF  Ml^e  eKpeofm} 
to  UA  ^ir  wk^  that  the  Gommiariouens  for  ascert|4)ttwg  <»lftiiP9.^ 
thia  Gonaty.  would  leilnrn  foe  iihe  Complstioai of  tbgir  bam€)$p  a^i^. ( 
we  would  inform :yoir.JboODiB  thut  we  believe  fcb<m.9HM)c9»i  A  with 
th«iB  join  in  HBquesting  tliAt  tbo^aid  Oomnusowm^rs  wonld  mtiiru  ^ 
pnweed  in  their  bnsineaa.-^Had  we  jreaeoa .  to  doubt  fnf  the  fut^^ 
submiaeioii  tb  law  &  Oivil  «OTetonmont  in  tbiA  Goun^,  wq  $bottld 
dsffiate  hr  from  our  doty  when  we  represent  th^t  ^\m  »itK«tio»  of 
thia  Oounty  at  present  is  not  such  (in  our  opiiioppi)  na  «»lls  fpr.  tbo 
imme^afas  exertbna  of  a  military  f6n»<  Messnk*  WeUa  &  Bowx»A» 
(the  hearers  d  this  letter),  will  be  able,  to.give  an  aeooont  of  th^e  |)Af- 
lieiiian  of  onr  situatiotii  CM.  Piokeang'a  iamilyi  <ko> 

Those  persons  wha  •assembled  under,  arms  upon  Frait](liu.-s  being 
taken  (and  now  disposed  for  peaee,  ^ood  oidier,  and  submassion  to 
OoTomment)  have  in  the  Okost  bumble  mibnQef.SQlieitod.V4  to  ropror 
seai  their  snbmissioik  &  .orderly  diipoMtion,  to  your  Saoelltoi^  &  the 
Hon'ble  Council;  begging  that  Erankljp's  per«ao  m»y  bo. treated 
with  as  much  tenderness  as  the  nature  of  his  charge  will  possibly 
admit,  i  if  oonsistent  with  ■  thakws  &  dignity  of  .t|im:  fltaie^  that  ho 
be  admitted  to  bail.  We  also  join  -vfiththem  in  thia  last  requeat, 
observiag  that  masy  people  in  this  oonqtiy^  entirely  smhmissiv^  Ibr 
Law  &  Oov^t,  wish  IVanklin  to.be  treaitod  with  faiauoh  knity  aii 
will  be  oonsistent  with  his  [position.]      .       • 

(      Wo  have  the  honor  of. Beingi  ^.  .     <    - 

Yo«r  £zcellenQy'a  humble  servants,  .      . 

eSBtJLON  BUtLSiR,     ^  Lletitenan^ 
OBBDIAH  GORB,      -     Y        of 
WM.  HOOEBR  SMITH. )    County. 

P,  S.  The  princiipals  of  the  party  above  mentioned  have  in  their 
Letter  to  Col.  J>enai8on  said  ^mfithing  fa  Corrobo^on  of  Ottf 
Opinions  to  ffhioh  Letter  we  would  refier  yont  Ezoell^noy,   mi      i 
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Combination  of  Settlbrs  and  Purchasers  op  Susqus- 
HANNA  Company,  1787. 

Whereas,  we  the  sabseribers  being  proprietors,  purohasers,  aod 
Bottlers  of  a  tract  of  Land  known  by  the  name  of  Susquehanna  par- 
ehase,  and  are  in  eonsequenoo  of  a  Royal  chartered  right,  together 
with  that  of  an  absolute  purchase  from  the  aboriginal  proprietors 
(with  our  associates,  to  wit.,  the  Susquehanna  Company, )  in  pos- 
session of  the  whole  of  the  aforesaid  purchase;  and  whereas  the 
settlers  and  their  associates  are  Sn  were  joint  tenants  of  the  whole 
Territory  of  Country  aforesaid,  &  the  possession  the  settlers  is  & 
ever  hath  been, the  possession  of  themselves  and  their  associates 
agreeably  to  the  observation  of  a  celebrated  Law  writer,  who  saith 
that  a  possession  of  part  in  the  name  of  the  whole  is  a  possession 
Compleatly  for  every  part.  And  whereas  the  aforesaid  Company  of 
which  we  are  a  part,  were  the  first  in  possession  &  occupancy  after 
Hhe  abori^nals,  &  neither  have  been  or  can  be  legally  dispossessed 
by  any  Tnbonal  short  of  a  Federal  Court  institotod  agreeably  to  the 
articles  of  confederation ;  it  therefore  follows  that  no  one  State  in 
the  Union  has  a  right  to  determine  the  title  or  right  of  pessession 
to  any  of  the  lands  in  the  aforesaid  purchase  until  the  institution  A 
exercise  of  a  Federal  Court  as  above  mentioned.  Therefore  we 
humbly,  jointly,  &  severally  pledge  our  honors  &  all  our  properties, 
Teal  and  personal,  that  we  will  use  our  utmost  ezertiotiB  for  the  pro- 
tection &  defence  of  eaoh  other  in  the  possession  of  the  lands  afore- 
said against  all  invaders,  &  also  for  the  defence  of  all  such  as  will 
join  with  us  in  this  combination,  ft  that  we  will  unequivocally  adhere 
to  every  thing  comprised  in  the  foregoing  declaration.  We  also 
hereby  declare  to  the  public  that  we  will  lay  no  claim  to  lands  under 
imy  other  title  but  that  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  in  the  before 
mentiojded  purohase.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto 
voluntarily  subsoribed  our  names. 


John  McEjBStrey, 
Zerach  Boaeh, 
Benjamin  Allen, 
Thomas  MoGkir, 
Eldad  Kellog, 
Chester  Bingham, 
Stephen  Fuller, 
Lebbeus  Hammond, 
Benjamin  Clark, 
Jeremiah  Skeer, 
Joseph  Spalding, 
Joseph  Kenney. 
Samuel  Grore, 
Peter  Dounou, 


Waterman  Baldwin^ 
John  Spalding, 
Joseph  Marshall, 
Avery  Grove, 
John  Cole, 
Simon  Spalding, 
Abel  Maringer, 
Thomas  Spalding^ 
Abraham  Brohaw, 
Samuel  Southard, 
Othriel  Campbell, 
Abraham  Spalding, 
John  Gharey, 
Thpmas  Brown^ 


Simon  Shepard, 
Jas*  Tberinlon, 
Solom'n  Bennett, 
Joel  Thomas, 
Joseph  Thomas, 
Jos^  F.  Thompson, 
James  Fanning, 
John  O'Neal, 
Jas.  Dolson, 
Stephen  Dolson, 
Jno.  Moorecraft, 
John  Eortwrigbt, 
Jaoob  Collins, 
James  Witney, 
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Jwocb  Spelf,  Samuel  BeweUmnn,  Jaoob  Kxem. 

Christian  Kieas^  Joq'q  Harrif^  Nathan  HerringtoDi  Jn 

Nathan  fierrington,    Jqb'h  Harri9^^.,  Moeto  Depui,. 

Ghornelins  MoDan«l,  Hartio  You^gi  Jaoob  H«xriAgton, 

Nioholaa  Depui,  junr.,  Walter  Walrue,  Prince  Bryant, 

Peregrine  Gardner,      Abm.  Minnr,  John  Simpson, . 

John  McClnre,  Joseph  Tyler,  John  Simpson,  Jr,^ 

John  Fuller,  Alejur.  Simpsmi,  Jr., 


Francis  Smith  to  Seoretahy  Akmstrong,  178T. 

Lower  Smithfield,  6th  October,  1787. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  morning,  being  on  the  Wyoming  Road,  at  a  small 
distance  from  Lamers  honse,  I  met  Timothy  Pekrin,  Esqr.,  and 
Mr.  Evans,  secret^  entering  our  settlements  in  a  distressed  situation. 
Informed  ai  the  coup  de  main  executed  on  Franklin,'}'  and  apprehen- 
nve  of  the  natural  consequences  attending  such  Conduct,  I  asked  for 
information,  when  to  my  great  surprise  I  understood  by  Mr.  Pekrin 
that  although  he  narrowly  escaped  the  vengeance  of  the  Connecticut 
Banditti,  and  had  Leaft  behind  him  his  l^y  and*  children,  Likely 
to  be  taken  as  hostages  for  Franklin,  he  was  going  to  Philadelphia 
to  compromise  matters  with  John  BVanklin ;  his  expressions,  I  be- 
lieve, started  from  a  repenting  and  disappointed  heart,  in  the  expan- 
sion of  which  I  understood  that  he  had  wrote  a  Letter  to  John 
Swifi,  the  present  Leader  of  the  faelion,  promising  an  act  of  ad- 
ministy  for  him,  Franklin  &  Party,  provided  they  would  submit  to 
his  fugitive  plan  of  Submission  to  our  Laws ;  he  further  added  that 
his  first  exertion  in  the  city  would  bo  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Prisoner, 
John  Franklin,  and  should  propose  him  once  more  to  make  him  and 
Swift  men  of  great  importance  on  the  above  Conditions,  it  hurted 
my  feelings  to  conceive  that  one  individual  as  Mr.  Pekrin,  in  a  free 
and  Constitutional  Grovemment,  should  cousin  or  pretend  to  dispose 
of  the  three  Branches  of  our  Political  existence  in  the  same  time  that 
he  confesses  the  necessity  of  coercive  measures,  and  sees  the  dignity 
of  G<>vemment  exposed. 

The  tnmult  eontiauee  in  Wyoming,  the  apprehending  of  Franklin, 
I  believe,  ha8  only  hastened  the  Period  of  their  clandestine  pppositioa 
to  Covernment,  I  hope  it  will  convince  our  Legislators  of  the  impro- 

*  There  Is  no  date  to  the  foregoing,  but  it  is  recorded  in  the  Letter  Book 
immediately  after  the  preceding  letter, 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  291. 
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priety  of  pavobftsAig  Pea<M'  titih^  eip«lk)6  knd  rain  of  ifldiVUltlaUr 
frbmra'aet  of  tnen  devoted  to  disturb  puMiek  tranquility » 
I  remain  with  nnoere  estefita  and  reap^oH; 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  batoble  and  obed^li  Servant, 

F&AN0I6  SMitH. 
Directed^ 

?)n  pnbli^  Serytee,) 
he  Honorable  John  Armalropg,  Seeretiiry  of  (State)  tlie  8a- 
preme  Exeontive  Council,  Philadelphia. 


Prbs.  Franklin  to  Gov.  Clinton  op  New  Yobz,  1787. 

PhUad'a,  Oct.  7, 1787, 

In  Council. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer  Mr.  Redick*  is  a  Member  of  this  Board,  and  goes  to 
ffew  Tork  on  a  Business  of  Importance  to  both  our .  States.  The 
pouiicil  earnestly  request  of  your  Excellency  to  take  the  Inforn^- 
iion  he  may  communicate  into  immediate  Consideration,. amd  afibrd 
'this  State  the  Aid  that  you  will  perceive  to  be  neoessar?.for  securing 
the  Person  and  Papers  in  question,  in  order  to  compleat  the  Evx^ 
d^Dce  a^Dst  the  Conspirators,  so  that  they  may  be  brought  to 
condign  Punishment,  &  their  Schemes  of  Mischief  defeated.  With 
^reat  &  sincere  Respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  your  Excel- 
fency's  most  obedient  &  most  humblo  Servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
J)irected, 

His  Exceiry,  Gov'r  Clinton, 


Instructions  to  Col.  Johh  Oram,  1787. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Ootober  9th^  1787.   . 
Sir, 

The  Council  on  Consideration  hav«  thought  proper,  to  tUApend 
for  the  present  the  execution  of  those  warrants  which  are  in  yoMr 
bands  for  the  apprehending  of  Jenkins  Beaoh  and,  MeK)nftre(y. 
.You  are  therefore  to  retain  those  Warnmta  in  your  handa  until  you 
re^ve  farther  orders  from  Council. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

BENJAMIN  fRANKLlN. 
Directedj 

Colonel  John  Craig,  Lt.  of  Northampton  County.  « 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  291. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


EBRNaXLTANIA  iLBCIHIYBB  1787;  HV 

.^lyip  Bspioic  TO  P«BS.  FfiAN£Uir,  178T;, 

Now  York,  9th  October,  1787. 
Sir,  < 

I  «rmed  in  ^bis  oUj  »t  12  to  day,  gad  wAited  pq  Geol^  St.  iC\air 
k  Inrine  beforo  I  sat  down  tbey  went  with  me  to  Governor  Clintoii' 
BO  that  I  bad  an  kiteryiew  with  bin  before  dinner.  Tb«  governor 
diaoovered  the  greatest  cbeerfulnesa  to  fiarsue  any  weaaore,  in  eon? 
cert  witb  {^ennsjhania  or  qtb^twiae,  to  secure  tbe  p^ace  and  qniei 
of  his  own  Qrovernj^ftent  and  ^  tbfB  saipe  time  to  promote  ti^P  of 
Peanajlvauia,  we  entered  ?^  aerionsly  into  tbe  business,  be  appewji 
now  fullj  eonvipced  tbat  Hamilton,  Bajnton,  Augbmutetry  an4 
HoKuistrj  are  wicked  pien,  be  rqjoioes  mucb  at  Franklin's  beina 
seeored,  9s  be  tbinks  it  equally  favourable  to  tbe  happiness  of  bot^ 
our  States. — We  waited  &is  afternoon  oti  tbe  Chief  Justice ;  wbq 
with  equal  readiness,  and  earnest  intent  on  bis  part,  went  into  tbe 
necessary  measures  for  apprehending  the  persons  and  securing  the 
papers  of  Hamilton  and  Bajnton.  X  mentioned  to  tbe  Governor  & 
Judge  that  m j  anxiety  for  roe  certun  and  effectual  execution  of  the 
business  was  so  very  great^  that  if  thoy  thought,  that  my  personal 
attention  to  it  would  contribute  ^  its  suoeess,  Z  would  freely  go  to 
Hudson  3  this  proposition  had  the  desired  effect,  that  was  to  lead  to 
a  oonversation  respeoCing  tbe  person  (aa  well  as  the  manner  of  doing 
it,)  to  whom  it  would  be  intrusted.  After  several  proposals  or  rather 
plans,  still  observing  symptoms  of  doubt  on  my  brow,  for  I  did  not 
think  it  prudent  to  impress  them  by  words,  he  assured  me  he  would 
endeavour  to  get  Ool.  WiUet,  High  ShV  of  *he  oitf  to  go  in  person ; 
and  that  he  would  answer  for  the  completion  of  it;  he  aocordingly 
waited  on  Col.  Willet  who  will  undertake. to  do  it;  but  some 
matters  of  much  importance  obliges  him  to  attend  to  them  to- 
morrow ;  next  day  early  he  intends  setting  out,  I  have  been  with 
Col.  Willet  since  night  and  mentioned  to  him  my  Ideas  respecting 
the  propriety  of  Securing  or  rather  apprehending  both  the  person^ 
at  one  and  the  same  time  lest  an  alarm  mi^ht  put  the  other  on  hif 
guard  3  he  has  satisfied  me. 

The  Governor  assures  me,  that  authenticated  transcripts  of  every 
material  paper  shall  be  immediately  transmitted  to  your  Excellency 
&  the  Council  upon  their  arrival  in  New  York,  and  he  further  do- 
elares  that  the  moment  in  which  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  send 
foroe  be  will  in  conjunction  witb  Pennsylvania  crush  them  at  once. 

After  all,  I  do  not  find  myself  at  liberty  to  return  to  Philadelphia 
until  I  see  Col.  Willet  fairly  set  off. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  S't, 
Directed,  DAVID  RE  DICK. 

His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
•  Hon'd  by  Mr.  Green. . 

9* 
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John  Nicholson  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1?8Y. 

Mud  Island. 
Sir, 

I  Ibeg  leaTe  to  repreaent  to  yotir  Exoellenoj  and  The  Hon'ble 
The  Conncil  that  the  wharves  at  State  Island  and  Mnd  IsUmd  are 
ih  need  of  repair,  one  corner  of  the  wharf  on  Mud  L^land  Is  sanlc 
very  considerably,  the  repairing  these  wharves  at  present  would  cost 
Bttle  compared  to  the  expense  thereof  if  they  are  left  mach  hnget 
withont  it  as  the  tides  are  very  fast  reducing  them.  Mr;  Gonnaroe 
who  hath  contracted  with  the  wardens  for  sinkitfg  al^er  near  Mud 
Island  and  repairing  the  boom  piers,  has  proposed  if  the  State  desired 
it  to  repair  these  two  wharves.  I  beg  leave  represent  farther,  th&t 
it  appears  very  neccessary  to  repair  these  two  wharves  and  that  Mr. 
Gonnaroe  proposes  to  do  it  for  a  reasonable  allowance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  high  respect, 

Sir,  your  most  obed.  servant, 

JNO-  NICHOLSON. 
.   Compt.  Oenl's  office,  Ootr.  Ilth,  1787. 
Directed, 

His  ExcelFy  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  Presijdent  of  the  Sup. 
Ex.  Conn. 


RfiQUISItriON  B7  GONOBBSS,  1787. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

October  11,  1787. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Treasury  and  a  motion  of  Mr.  Kean,  respecting  the  requisition  for 
1787,  having  Reported,  "  That  from  the  several  papers  referred 
to  them,  it  appears  that  there  is  wanting  for  the  services  of  the 
year  1787,  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest  on  the  Foreign  Debt, 
and  such  part  of  the  principal  as  becomes  due  in  the  year  1788, 
and  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest  on  the  Domestic  Debt,  the 
sum  of  3,009,798,  64-90  dollars. 

That  of  the  aforesaid  sum,  1,309,391,  64-90  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary in  specie— that  there  are  considerable  sums  in  specie  due  from 
the  States  over  and  above  those  which  are  necessary  to  discharge 
the  existing  demands  on  former  requisitions,  which  sums  are  nearly 
equal  to  the  payment  of  that  part  of  the  present  requisition  that  is 
absolutely  necessary  in  specie,  and  the  objects  for  which  the  said 
sums  were  called  for  no  longer  existing,  they  may  be  now  appro- 
priated to  the  purposes  of  the  present  requisition — that  in  their 
opinion  many  difficulties  have  arisen  from  the  restrictions  made  in 
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lbnD«r  ssqmdKdM  in  i\e  iiiroiDgof  tke  In^entt  of  interact;  tlM 
makkigtbem  receivable  tmly  fbr  tbe  year  in  which  they  were  iasa^ 
and  then  oafy  when:  aeeovpanisd  by  a  |)roportion  of  epeeie,  and 
deolfiring  that  after  a  certain  {Mried  they  shenld  not  be  reoeiyed  fcem 
the  States  «t  the  federal  treavotyvail  Wbieh  bare  eerwd  to  ebeek  the 
exertions  of  the  States^  and  to  \keep  back  the  specie  payments;  nor 
have  they  had  those  beneficisl  eflfects  expected  from  them  of  stopping 
theiflsne  ol  indents  wb^e*  States  had  not  passed  legislative  aets  to 
call  them  in,  or  keeping  ap  thefar  valne  and  preventing  depreoktleo^ 
bat  on  the  contrary  have  opened  a  new  soene  of  speculation  in  trand^- 
ferring  tbe  property  of  a  eitiien  of  a  State  Wbion  bae  not  passed  a 
legislative  iu^t,  to  a  citizen  of  a  State  which  has.  In  additidn  tb 
tina  the  committee  observe,  that-  the  aets  of  CJongress  empowering 
the  Board  of  Treasury  to  contract  for  the  sale  el  Western  Territorj) 
abo  empowers  them  to  issne  indents  of  interest  to  the  purchasers,  so 
that  to  continue  aaob  restrictions  would  operate  only  to  tbe  injury 
of  a  few,  and  be  no  public  benefit/'    Whereupon, 

Besolved,  ^*^ 

That  fbr  tbe  sevices  of  the  year  1787,  for  tbe  payment  of  one 
year's  interest  on  the  Foreign  Debt,  and  such  part  of  the  principal 
as  becomes  dne  in  the  year  1788,  and  for  the  payment  of  one  yearns 
iatereat  on  the  Domestic  Debt,  it  will  be  necessary  that  three  millions 
and  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  niDety-eight,  sixty-four  nine* 
lietha  doUaia  be  paid  into  tbe  treasury  of  the  United  States  on  or 
be&re  the  first  day  of  July  next,  to  be  api«opnated  to  t^e  following 
purpoBCS,  via. 

Por  the  Civil  Department, 124,161  85 

Military  Department,      ....        176,757  17 
Geographer's  Department,  ....        9,964 

Invalid  Pensions, 88,000 

Contingencies,    .' 19,000 

Foreign  Debt,  for  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  French  and  Dutch  loans 
and  two  instalments  of  Prindpal 
on  the  French  loana,  becoming  due, 

1788, 871,622  87 

Spanish  loan,  one  year's  interest  due 

thereon, 8,700 

Debt  due  to  foreign  ofBcets,  one  year's 
interest  thereon,    ....      11,185  55 

: 891,508  52 

Domestia  Debt  one  year's  interest'  thereon,    '.       '•    1,700,407     ] 

Making  in  the  whole,        .        .        ,    .    .    dollars,  3,009,798  64 

Resolved  that  the  sums  called  for  in  the  years  1784,  1785,  and 
1786,  aod  stated  by  the  fioard  of  Treasury  not  now  to  be  neoesaaryi, 
tbe  objects  for  wbidi  they  were  called  for  ao  kmger  existing,  which 
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ftmfiAOioiiikt  to  «aa  auBion  two  hnndfed  Iboo^avdl  dd9af%'b.«nr 
>ppropriftt«d  to  the  pnymeafc  of  that  paH  of  the  pMaoDJk  Mqsimtioa 
!wbich  easBOt  bo  dwoharged  but  with  i^eeia ;  anjN^btn^  in  fi>rinar 
roquiaiti^Mfta  to  tho  oontrary  ootwithstiodiiig ;  aod  ahall  b^  applied 
in  oOQformity  with  the  eeveial  apprepriatioDa  io  the  pMoeding-part 
•pf  ^Ua  report,  gitin^  prefeieoee  aoooiding  to  tho  order  ia  which. they 
are  stated  in  the  estimate. 

Besolf ed.  That  one  hundred  and  nine  tkonsand  three  hinidfed 
;Hid  ftinety-one  dollars  eixty-fonr  ninetiethay  in  tho  handa  of  the 
X}oBiina$6ionerB  of  Loans  in  Holland,  in  aid  of  the  above  Sim,  be 
appropriated  for  the  dasohargiBg  the  interesl  dne  on  the  Fomign 
Debt  doe  in  Holland,  and  to  no  other  purpose  whateyer. 

As  1,700,407  dollars  oailed  for  are  to  be  applied  to  the  payment 
Af  Ihe  interest  doe  oa  the  Doaaestie  Debt  of  the  United  Staitea. 

Beeolyed,  That  the  several  States  be  allowed  to  diaohargethe4»me 
by  indents  for  interest  on  loan  offiee  oertifieatea,  and  upon  other 
oertificatea  of  th^  liquidated  delfts  of  the  United  States,  tm  tuch 
fnanner  az  they  judge  mott  ea^edient ;  and  to  ascertain  the  evi- 
dences of  interest  due  on  loati-offiee  eertifieates,  the  holden  thereof 
respectively  shall  be  at  liberty  to  carry  them  to  the  offiee  from  whioh 
they  issued,  and  the  holders  of  other  certificates  of  liqaidated  debts 
of  the  United  States,  to  oarry  the  same  to  the  Loan*offioe  of  that 
State  wherein  they  are  inhabitants,  or  if  foreigners,  to  any  Loan^ 
offiee  within  the  United  States,  and  to  have  the  interest  thereon 
settled  and  certified  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  1786 ;  any  thing  in 
the  requisition  for  the  years  1784,  1785,  and  17d'6,  to  .the  OMitrarj 
notwithstanding. 

Resolved,  That  the  quotas  of  the  'several  States  of  the  aforesaid 
ium  of  1,700,407  dollars  in  indents  be  as  follows,  via. 

New  Hampshire,     .        .        .     "    .        .  59,684 

Massachusetts,    .         .         .         .         .  254,381 

Rhode-Island, 86,558 

Connecticut, 149,976 

New  York, 145,555 

New  Jersey,       .....  94,372 

Pennsylvania,                  .                 .        .  232,616 

Delaware, 25,506 

Maryland,      ......  160;349     * 

Virginia, 290,770 

North-Carolina,      .                 .      " .        .  123,450 

South-Carolina, 108,996 

Georgia,        .   "     .   '     .        .        .        .  18,194  is  1,700,407 

That  the  foregoing  requisition  when  paid,  shall  be  passed  to  the 
orodit  of  the  States  respeotively,  on  the  tonmi  presoribed  by  the 
resolve  of  Congress  of  the  6th  day  of  October,  1770. 

ResQlvod,  That  the  Board  of  treaaovy  fwnieh  the  several  Loan- 
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o4|o»pi  with  iodentff  to  be  jynndd  for  intent  as  sforqpaid^  and,  alQo 
viih  ati^  «lieekfl  and  iiiBtrliottoDa  as  tbey  ffDm  time  to  time  sfaaU 
jadge  neoessarj,  to  prevent  counterfeit  eirtifieates  of  debts  from 
obtaining  a  settlement  of  interest,  and  to  detect  counterfeit  evidences 
of  intarfeat^  and  tbenatt)^  tpmoid  ffeoeiviDg  tfaam  in  discharge  of  taxes } 
which  indents  of  interest  being  parted  with  by  the  holders  of  tiia 
principali  shall  be  deemed  evideaoe  thali  he  has  teteived  oatis&btion 
for  the  same,  and  tfaerefore  shall  be  receivaUa  from  the  beaver  id 
Hea  of  money  in  any  other  State  in  (he  union,  an  well  as  in  the 
Staiis  in  which  ihey  were  issned. 

That  the  State  paying  such  indents  of  interest  into  the  fec|esid 
treasury  shall  have  credit  therefor^  which  payjpat^sfafill  be  considered 
as  a  discharge  of  the  interest  on  the  Domestic  Debt,  in  the  propor- 
tioQ  that  each  state  avails  itself  of  the  said  indents  of  interest;  but 
no  State  shall  have  a  right  to  pay  more  than  its  quota,  as  specified 
in  the  existing  requisitions  of  Congress^  in  the  said  indents  of  in^ 
terest 

Besolved,  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be,  and  they  arf^  hevcbj 
directed  to  transmit  to  each  State  an  account  of  their  respective 
arrears  in  specie  and  in  indents,  to  state  to  them  the  impediments  that 
the  public  service  has  suffered,  and  the  accumulation  of  foreign  and 
domestio  eit^ba/n^qmenls  that  kt^re  viiop  from  their  4ofi&quency — 
to  press  upon  them  the  absolute  necessity  of  their  making  payment  of 
th^  Mmevr^  at  specie,  $$  \t  is  the  only  fund  on  which  Congress  can 
rely  for  the  support  of  the  federal  govemmtpt — and  to  remind  thqa^ 
States  who  continue  partioularly  delinquent,  that.the^  must  be  con- 
sidered as  responsible  fA  all  the  evils  which  will  inevitably  flow  from 
a  disregard  to  the  political  obli^tions  by  which  they  are  constitur 
tionally  bound. 

Resolved^  That  such  part  of  the  requisitions  of  the  years  1784, 
1785,  and  1786,  as  restricts  the  receipts  at  the  public  treasury  of 
indents  of  interest  without  a  certain  proportion  of  specie — those 
parts  which  declare  that  after  a  certain  day  those  States  which  have 
not  paid  their  quotas  shall  be  held  to  pay  the  same  in  specie — and 
such  part  as  prevents  the  receiving  of  the  indents  issued  in  one  year, 
in  paying  the  taexes  for  another,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repealed  : 
— ^And  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  indents  issued  in  1784, 1785, 
and  1786,  or  under  the  present  requisition,  shall  be  indiscriminately ' 
received  in  payment  of  any  State's  quota  of  indents  of  interest. 

.     CHAS.  THOIJSON,  Sec'y, 
*  See  CoL  Rsc,  Vo\  XV.,  p.  800. 
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Seg'&y  of  Fo&eign  Affaxes  xo  Pass.  FftASjiKUKt  I787« 

(Ciroular.)        ^ 
Office  for  foreigB  aftin^  11th  October,  1787. 
Sir, 

Although  the  A.et  of  Congrees  of  whieh  the  eneloied  as  a  Copj, 
has  beea  pabliabed,  yet  it  appearing  proper  that  yov  ExceUeoey 
should  receive  it  ip  an  official  Manner^  I  do  myself  the  fioBor  of 
traDsmitting  it  ander  the  same  Cover  with  tlus,  and  am,  with  gmad 
Respect, 

Tour  Ezoellency's  Most 

obdL  &  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY. 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penii« 
tSylvanis. 


John  Stilbs  to  Prbs.  Franklik,  178T« 

Philad'a,  Oct.  11, 1787. 
Sir,  # 

The  Gunpowder  Magazine  is  near  foil,  %t  most  it  will  not  stow 
more  than  two  hundred  quarter  Casks,  and  there  is  now  delivering 
from  on  board  a  ship  from  Holland  upwards  of  five  hundred  quarter 
Casks ;  in  this  dilemma,  necessity  compels  me  to  trouble  the  hon. 
Council,  in  order  to  indemnify  me  from  the  Act  of  Assembly  in 
storing  the  same,  which  cannot  be  otherwise  done  but  through  their 
honble  Board. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your 

obedient  Servant, 

JOSEPH  STILES, 
S.  O.  Mag. 
Directed^ 

John  Armstrong,  Jun'r,  E^q.,  Secretary  to  the  hon.  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


At  the  request  of  Joseph  Stiles,  Superintendent  of  the  Gunpowder 
Magazine,  we  the  subscribers  have  thoroughly  examined  the  same, 
and  report  as  our  judgment,  that  it  will  not  contain  more  than  two 
hundred  quarter  Casks  of  Gunpowder,  over  and  above  what  is  now 
therein,  which  appears  to  us  to  be  well  and  Carefully  stowed ;  We 
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bcM«l8D  TwveA  Hmt  Qmtd  bosMi  nd  >rfge  U'ufll  :$9Mj  mtain 

(in  ezeeplod)  f<Mv  hudied  Qoarter  Ouks. 

LEONARD  DORSBY, 
WM.  8PR0AT. 
Oct  n,17&7. 

To  wbom  it  may  ooncero. 


Comm'bs  on  NoftTH'K  Bqundailt^  1787» 

Uk^Erie,  Qqtober  12tb|  1787. 
Dr.  Sir, 

We  arrived  here  od  the  8th,  and  -the  B^me  day  b^gan  ow  0Qor89 
of  obeeryatioDs,  which  will  |«obablj  be  eoi^pl^ated  in  5  or  6  days. 
The  random  Line  paased  betw00a  Le  Bcaaf|  a&d  Presqae  Isle  about 

5  milea  fiorlih  of  the  former^  aftd  wo  conjooture  about  6  miles  south 
of  the  latter.  CousideriDg  the  unexpected  difficulties  we  had  to 
encounter  for  want  of  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Geography  of 
the  Gountryi  the  death  of  our  Horses,  time  taken  up  in  making 
Canoes,  and  treating  with  the  Indians,  our  business  has  gone  on 
beyond  oixr  most  sanguine  expectation,  and  without  the  intervenlioa 
of  some  uncommon  circumstance  or  accident  will  be  compleated  in 
14  or  15  days.     We  divided  the  Line  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 

6  stations  at  each  of  which  we  determined  a  point  in  the  parallel  of 
Latitude  by  about  86  obserTations.  Neither  attention  or  exertions 
have  ever  been  wanting  on  our  parts  towards  S^ntifie  and  perma" 
Dent  completion  of  the  business  entrusted  to  us,  and  the  general 
behaviour  and  industry  of  our  men  has  been  such  as  to  entitle  them 
to  our  thanks. 

We  are  Sir, 

your  humble  Servants, 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT,  . 
ANDREW  PORTER. 
Directed, 

David  RitlenhoBBe,  Esquire. 

Copy. 


Instructions  to  Yalbntinjb  Eckebt,  1787. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  October  ISth^  1787. 
Sir, 

It  is  the  order  of  Council  that  seventy  privates  with  a  Captain  two 
Lieut.  Seijeanta  Corporals  a  drummer  and  fifer  be  immediately  taken 
from  the  militia  of  Berks  County  and  moved  with  all  possible 
expedition  to  fort  AHen,  you  are  to  accompany  them  thither  and 
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ismam  i^dL  fthem  'lill  fm  haw  Ab  faidMr  dkMBow  iaf  Chnul; 
take  partioular  oare  that  diey  aM  w%U  aoMd  aiad  aiMii^nd,  and 
propedy  o&qeied-^if  you  can  procure  old  soldiers  to  go  as  voluu- 
teeVs  on  ibis  expedition  we  would  prefer  it  to  your  taking  the 
militia  by  Classes  ;  you  will  see  that  they  are  fnrqisi^  fifiUi  {iro* 
visions  to  last  them  to  Fort  Allen,  and  for  ten  days  ^fter  tb(9T  r^ao^ 
that  post.  If  you  have  no  powder  or  lead  you  must  punmase  as 
much  as  to  supply  each  man  with  fifty  rounds;  be  careful  on  your 
march  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  that  your  are  not  surprised. 

We  send  you  au  order  for  one  hundrei^  &  fifty  poundi^^onld  you 
have  occasion  for  a  further  sum  you  must  inform  and  you  will  be 
supplied  with  wimt  is  naoessu-y.  We  expect  you  will  use  your  ut- 
most diligence  in  marching  the  men  and  go  to  as  little  ezpence  as 
tiie  nature  of  the  service  will  admit. 

I  aa  8ir,  yen  obedient^ 
and  very  humble  servant, 
BBNJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  Presidflnt** 

Yalentine  Eckhart  Esqr.,  Lieutenant;  of  the  County  of  Berks. 


IhSBUOXIDNS  to  VBE  OfFIOXB  GOMMANDINa  IK   LuZflBKfl 

Co.,  1787. 

In  Council,  Oct  16, 1787. 

Instructions  to  the  offioer  comqiAnding  the  Militia  to  be  sent  into 
or  raiaed  in  the  County  of  Luzerne. 
Sir, 

The  Intention  of  Government  respecting  the  Force  under  your 
Command  not  being  to  act  oflfensively  against  any  Place,  Person  or 
Persons  in  that  County,  but  merely  to  protect  the  Civil  Officers  in 
the  Exercise  of  their  Functions,  and  to .  secure  the  Peace  of  the 
County  &  the  due  operation  of  the  Laws  of  the  Stato  against  the 
Attempts  of  the  disorderly  Part  of  the  People  who  have  lately 
oppos'd  the  same,  you  are  to  take  a  special  Care  that  vour  Men 
observe  the  strictest  Discipline,  neither  injuring  or  molesting  any  of 
the  Inhabitants  in  Person  or  Piroperty. 

And  you  are  to  take  your  Orders  from  the  State  Commissioners 
and  the  Civil  Authority  of  the  County. 

And  if  Circumstances  should  appear  to  you  on  any  occasion  to  re- 
quire additional  Force,  you  are  to  apply  to  the  Lieutenant  ot  the 
County  for  his  Assistance;  and'  are  aUo  to  consult  and  advise  with 
him  in  all  Cases  of  Importance. 
1  am  sir, 
your  very  humble  servt. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  Prest. 

*^ee  Col.  Reo.,  XV.  p.  296. 
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Ik6Tbuctio2^s  to  the  Commissioj!7£E8  in  Luzunb  Co.. 

178L      .  .... 

In  Oonnci,  Oot  16, 1T87. 

Instmoiions  to  tbe  State  CommissioDera  now  in  the  Coaoty  of 
Ltuerne  for  settling  the  Claims  of  Landed  Property  there^  and  to 
tbe  Civil  Officers  of  the  said  County. 
tientlemen, 

The  Ooancil  en  Consideration  of  the  late  Distorbsnoes  in  the 
County  of  Luaeme,  and  the  opposition  there  given  by  some  ])ia- 
crderly  People  to  the  operations  of  I^egal  Government^  have  ordered 
a  Company  of  Militia  thither  from  the  County  of  Berks,  to  bf 
employed  under  your  Direction  in  supporting  the  Civil  Authority 
and  protecting  its  officers  in  the  Exercise  of  their  Duties  and  the 
Execution  of  the  Laws  of  the  State ;  but  not  to  be  used  in  acting 
offensively^  (unless  impelFd  by  Neoessity)  against  any  Plaee^  Person 
or  Persons  whatever ;  you  are  therefore  to  take  the  Direction  of 
t^  «iid  aitl]tary  Fch'cey  and  to  caH  on  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Coubty 
for  such  Addition  thereto  by  drafta  4nA  of  his^'  Militia  a§  yoo  may 
judge  Heoealary  aDdcoovenienI;.  and  the  whole  being  under  your 
orderSi  yon  are  to  take  especial  Care  that  the  strictest  Disoiplin^.b^ 
observed,  and,  that  up  InauU  ojr  Injury  be  offered-  o^  done  to  any 
of  the  lohabitanta, .  they  be)iaving. quietly  and  inoffensively  as  be- 
comes good  Citizens  of  tne  Commonwealth.  And  if  ^oy  Ciroumstanoea 
ahould  arise  which  may  make  it. appear  to  you  that  a  greater  forc6 
is  neoessary  to  secure  Peace  anc)  establish  good  order  in  the  said 
County,  you  ^re  to  inform  Council  thereof  by  the  speediest  Meana, 
that  Bodies  of  Militia  from  other  Counties  may  be  sent  to  reinforce 
you  accordingly. 


COL.  T.  PlGKBBIKG  TO  S.   HOBGDON,   1787. 

Nazareth,  Oct.  19, 1787. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  to  day  by  Capt.  Schott  from  Easton,^  I  think  the 
intercepted  letters  of  Hamilton  &  Bentonf  which  are  with  Council, 
would  be  useful  to  me  at  Wyoming.  I  wish  you  therefore  to  get 
copies  of  them,  &  forward  them  by  Mr.  Evans,  who  indeed  can 
eaaily  obtain  the  copies,  or  may  have  leisure  to  make  them  himself, 
I  shall  be  sorry  to  miss  of  them,  A  the  sooner  I  have  them  the 
better.^ 

On  'mf  aiYival  here  this  morning,  I  found  tjiat  Jbo.  Scott  .& 
George  had  gone  forward  to  Hallers,  expecting  I  should  go  thither 
directly  from  Easton,  This  has  obliged  me  to  pursue  them,  &  I  am 
juai  returned.    I  have  sent  Jno.  Scott  forward  on  foot  directly  from 

*  Bee  pagee,  Col.  lUo.,  XV.,  p.  807. 
f  See  pp.,  175,  188, 
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Hallers,  ft  I  expect  be  will  be  in  Wilkesborougb,  on  Sunday.  If 
tbere  sbonld  be  any  gronnd  to  apprehend  danger  to  my  pcrsoni  he 
is  to  oome  out  to  meet  mo,  I  shall  accompany  George  with  the 
waggon  in  which  i  shall  put  on  a  few  of  the  goods  remaining  at^ 
Hallers. 

V  4  o'clock  P.  M.  George  is  just  ready  to  start  for  Bethlehem  for 
the  waggon. 

'    aiTectionally  adieu, 

T.  PICKERING. 
Directed^ 

Samuel  Hodgdon  Esquire,  at  Carpenters  Hall  Chestnut  Street 
Philadelphia. 


Jams8  Rikkbr  to  Gbn.  Bichabd  ButlbR)  1787. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  JamcB    Rinkento  the   SopOrmtendAat 
of  Indian  affairs  for  the  Northern  Separtmenty  dated, 

PilUbuig,  23rd  October,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  hope  by  this  time  your  leg  is  so  strong  that  you  will  be  soon 
here — 1  long  to  see  you — ^The  Indians  in  general  seem  to  be  ill-dis- 
posed, towards  the  states — ^They  are  killing  people  about  Wheeling 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  frequently.  If  you  were  here  yourself  it 
might  have  a  good  effect  on  them  in  keeping  them  quiet.  I  hope 
«oqn  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here,  &c. 
I  am  Sir,  ftc, 

(Signed)    JAMES  RINKEN. 
Directed  J 
Gen.  Richard  Butler  Esq.,  Superintendant  Indians  affairs,  &c. 


Council  to  Assembly,  1787. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  October,  81*',  1787. 
The  Council,  on  further  Consideration  of  the  late  AdYioes  from  the 
County  of  Luaerne,  are  of  Opinion  that  it  is  necessary  an  Applica- 
tion be  made  to  Cpngressfor  their  Consent  for  raising  and  employing 
a  body  of  Troops  not  exceeding  five  hundred*  men,  for  the  purpoae 
of  protecting  the  peaoeable  inhabitants  of  that  County->-should  your 

♦  869  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p,  307. 
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Hon^  House  be  of  the  same  Opinion^  we  wish  you  to  auttiorue  us 
to  make  tbe  ApplicatioD.  '  .  .    .  / 

I  ani^  Sir,  with  great  respect, 

jr.  obed.  &  very  h.  Serv't, 

CHABLES  BIDDLE,  Sec'y  * 
IHreeted, — Hob.  Hhtf  Mifflio,  speaker  of  OeaU  Asaambly. 


Pbbs.  Fbankliit  to  Dblbgatss  in  C0NQEEB8,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  October  SI*",  1787. 
Gentlemen : 

We  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  resolve  of  tbe  Legislature,  and  we 
wish  an  application  be  made  to  Congress  as  soon  as  possible  for  their 
Consent  to  raise  the  number  of  Troops  mentioned  in  the  resolve — 
abould  Congress  comply  with  our  request,  please  to  inform  us  of  it 
by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

BENJAMIN  FBANKLIN,      ^ 
President-f 
To  the  Hop'ble  The  Delegates  ef  Pennsylvania. 


Besoltjtion  of  Assbhblt,  1787. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Wednesday,  October  31*V  1787,  A.  M. 
The  Committee  appointed  October  29^"  on  that  part  of  the  Mes- 
nge  and  p»pers  which  respect  the  disturbances  in  the  County  of 
Loaeme,  made  report,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  and  by  special 
order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time, — ^Whereupon 

Resolved,  as  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  a  permanent  force  of 
enlisted  troops  may  be  necessary  to  secure  tbe  peace  of  the  County 
of  Luaeme,  that  the  Supreme.  EzeoutiTB  Council  be  authorized  and 
requested  to  obtain  the  permission  of  Congress  to  raise  any  number 
of  troops  for  the -said  purpose  not  exceeding  five  hundred  men. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JACOB  SHALliUS, 
Copy,  Assifitdnt  Clerk. 

JAMES  TRIMBLE. 

*  Appointed  seeretaiy  ia  place  of  Qeneral  Armstrong  Oetober  2ft, — See 
CoL  See.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  801,  818. 

t  Beigamin  Franklin  was  this  daj  re-eleoted  Pres.  and  Peter  Mahlenbarg 
Vice  President— See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  808. 
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V.  IP.  MuflLMBEHa  TO  1?IM0THY  PlCKfiRINfl,  1787. 

In  Council, 

Philadelp.  October  SI-*,  1787. 
Sir, 

GoI<*  DennifiOD,  on  hi#  arrival,  laid  before  Oonneil^  Beveml  pepori 
relative  to  the  present  situation  of  Luzerne  County,  together  with  a 
representation  from  the  Magrstrates.  Council  wbh  to  take  some 
time  to  delibwate  on  the  neoeseaiy  measuree-rbut  wish  you,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  inform  the  Magistrates  &  County  Lieut.,  That  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  Troops  will/be.sent  ij\  good  time,  if  necessary,  to 
take.  part,  at  Tioga.  Coganoil  have  also  commissioned  Capt"  Ross, 
whose  name  was  formerly  omitted  by  mistake — ^Those  other  Gentle- 
men who  were  returned,  and  not  Commission'd,  may  still  be  brought 
forward — if  it  can  be  made  appear  to  Council  that'  They  have  not 
disqualified  themselves  by  Opposition  to  Government -^-If  you, 
therefore,  in  Conjunction  with  the  County  L*  &  others,  win  make 
inquiry  into  the  matter  &  report,  Council  will  take  order  thereon. 

The  increase  of  Magistrates  for  Luzerne  will  he  taken  up  by 
Council  as  soon  as  possible.  Council  wish  further  to  inform  you, 
that  They  have  reo'  a  Letter  frox  Col«  'Buttler  Apologizing  for  part 
of  his  Conduct  during  the  late  riot,  &  stating  the  reason  for  such 
Conduct;  That  Council  are  happy  to  find  the  charges agV Col*  Butt- 
ler are  on  slight  grounds,  and  natter  themselves  He  will,  by  his 
future  Conduct,  justify  the  Choice  of  Council  in  bis  Appointment 
Council  having  likewise  reo*  information  That  proper  &  legal  notice 
was  not  given  -for  ihe^^boioe  of  the  Qpper  B,  Militia  Officers;  They 
have  therefore  set  aside  the  election  k  directed  the  Lieut,  to  order 
another. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

PETEfi  MUULENBEKG,  V.  Pr* 


Board  ot  Wab  to  Pbbs.  FfuarsLiir,  1786. 

War  Offioe,  Slat  Oetober,  1787. 
Sir, 

Agrettibly  tO.thjB  aote  of  Congress  of  the  8d  instant,  for  raising 
a  body  of  troopa  to  replace  those  now  on  the  frontiers,  I  ha^f  ^°^ 
honor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  the  folkming  eominlsBionea 

*  He  was  elected  Vice  President  JOot  Slst,  ia  ^1%/oe  at  Chariea  Bi4dl*»  ^ 
whom  a  Tote  of  thanks  waa  rendered  Oct.  9,— See  CoL  Reo.  Vol.  Xlf  Pf  • 
282,  eo8. 
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oiken  whl  be  neeoastiy  for  Ae  qtioia  )of  Pamu^Iiraiiia^  hmg  toa^r 
lorituiUy  to  Ibe  present  «nraDgomeDt-«-to  wii : 


1  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandai(^t^ 

2  Captaiim 

'  8  liientepanto   ^  of  In&ntij* 
.  8  SoBignf 


1  Sorgeooy  i 

1  Svgeon'a  Mate. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  apprise  yotir  Exoellency,  tliat  ahfaoigli 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant  Harmar  has  been  honored  by  Oon-^ 
ffreas  with  the  brevet  rank  of  Brisadier,  yet  he  is  dtill  the  Lientetiant 
Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Regiment,  and  his  relatk^n'  thereto  doQ^ 
tinues  the  same,  as  if  he  had  not  received  the  brevet  rank* 

t  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  as  the  sewtoe  of  part 
of  the  troops  will  expire  in  the  conre^  of  the  ensilitig  year,  it  will  bi 
advantageous  to  the  public,  that  the  appoiiituents  .of  the  ofiuets 
take  place  at  aa  early  a  period  as  possible;  after  tihe  legieUture  ahatl 
have  passed  laws  to  raise  the  troops. 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  be, 

With  the  hiffhest  respect, 

Your  Bzcelieficy's  tnoet  obedient 

and  very  humble  aerv't, 

JDtrected,  \    H.KNOX. 

His  Exoellenoy  the  President  .of  the  Commonwealth  of  Fennsyl- 
vaaia. 


Jambs  Makshel  to  Pebs.  Fjunklin,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  6th  Nov,,  1787. 
Sir, 

From  late  and  authentic  Accounts  from  the  County  of  Washing- 
ton, two  (amilfee,  Consisting  of  aeven  persima  in  each,  six  of  whom, 
in  each  fiimily,  have  been  lately  killed  and  scalped,  and  the  remaining 
two  persona  taken  prisooers  by  the  Indiana.  This  Circumstance, 
together  with  others  of  a  like  nature,  in  the  neighbouring  Counties 
in  Yirginia,  I  find  has  much  alarmed  the  Inhabitanta  of  Washington 
County.  We  are  at  present  in  a  very  bad  situation  for  Defence^ 
and  our  Circumstance^  in  general,  more  Especially  that  of  the  fron- 
tier Inhabitanta,  is  such  that  very  few  are  able  to  purohaae  even  a 
Small  Quantity  of  AmmunitioiL  Besides,  the  frontier  people  of 
that  County  have  suffered  Considerably  in  the  late  war,  and  are  by 
no  means  able  to  make  so  noble  a  stand  aa  they  then  did.    Permit 
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ne  thmfbre  to  observe,  tbai  if  the  IndiHos  ooatiniie  their  Depre- 
dations as  in  all  probability  thej  will,  it  will  be  lees  expensive  and 
much  more  advantageous  to  the  state  to  support  tbia  present  line  of 
frontier  than  to  suffer  the  enemy  to  penetrate  into  the  Country. 
The  Major  part  of  the  frontier  Inhabitants  are  annred  to  the  Business, 
and  as  to  Indian  Incursions  are  as  much  preferable  to  the  people  in 
the  Interior  parts  of  the  State  fis  old  Veteran  Troops  are  to  young 
recruits.  I  would  also  observe  that  in  Washington  County  we  have 
a  very  extended  frontieri  I  think  not  less  than  one  hundred  miles  all 
equally  exposed.  That  in  my  opinion  it  will  require  at  least  one 
hundred  men  even  to  watch  the  approach  of  the  Enemy,  and  that  if 
two  hundred  active  woods  men  were  employed  under  the  command 
of  Experienced  Officers  it  would  probably  be  a  sufficient  inducement 
to  the  frontiers  to  make  a  Stand.  I  well  know  the  circumstances  of 
the  people  on  the  frontiers  and  that  however  well  disposed  they  may 
be  to  support  the  Goverment  as  well  as  preserve  their  property,  yet 
I  am  assured  that  withoiH  the  special  aid  of  Qoverment,  a  very  Con- 
siderable part  of  Washington  County  will  be  ^Evacuated  should  the 
Indians  make  incursions  on  our,  or  the  neighbouring  frontiers  next 
spring,  the  people  do  not  believe  the  Indians  will  discriminate  between 
Pennsylvanians  and  the  citizens  of  any  other  State,  and  the  fact  is 
they  have  not  done  it  in  their  late  depredations,  for  the  last  family 
they  destroyed  lived  within  thirteen  or  fourteen  miles  of  the  Center 
of  Washington  County. 

Since  I  began  to'  write  I  have  had  an  account  of  Another  family 
being  killed  in  Washington  County,  near  Pittsburg ;  this  will,  no 
doubt,  also  alarm  the  people  of  Westmoreland  County,  as  they  are 
Bquallv  Exposed  with  us,  and  I  Believe  are  in  no  better  situation 
for  Defence.  1  hope,  therefore,  that  your  Excellency  and  your 
Hon'ble  Board  will  provide  for  the  preservation  and  safety  of  our 
frontiers,  and  that  the  people  may  have  timely  notice  thereof,  that 
Instead  of  preparing  to  remove  to  a  place  of  safety,  they  may  pre- 
pare such  places  of  safety  on  the  present  line  of  frontiers  as  they 
may  think  most  advisable. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  Respect, 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient 
And  very  Humble  servant, 

JAMES  MARSHEL, 

lieut.  Wt.  Ca'y. 
DireeUdj 

On  public  service. 

His  Excellency,  President  FranUio,  Philadelphia.* 

*  Coi  Rec.,  XV.  p.,  817. 
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'Vawmw*  EoKBjtT  TO  Pbjw.  Fbaniojk,  1787,     ' 

Sir,       • 

I  haye  now  the  Satisfaotion  to  inform  jon  that  I  haye  (bat  \^i(b 
a  great  deal  of  PUBoqUj)  eo  far  adooufpliahed :  joUr .  Orders  as  to 
have  sizty  men  in  readiness  for  a  March,  aod  expeot  to  have  tb0 
seventy  (the  number  I  was  ordered  to  call  out)  in  a  short  Time. 
Agreeable  to  your  Orders  I  had  two  Classes  of  the  Battallion  called, 
whose  turn  it  was  to  perform  their  Tour  of  Duty,  and  proposed  to 
them  either  to  turn  ont  themselves  or  find  Substitutes,  but  found  the 
People  so  unwilling  to  go,  and  so  quarrelsome  that  it  was  not  in  my 
Power  to  do  any  Thing  with  them  the  Day  they  had  a  Meeting,  but 
in  order  to  bring  them  too,  I  had  some  of  them  bound  over  to  Court. 
i  shall  to  Day  set  out  with  what  men  I  have  from  Reading  to  Kutts 
Town,  from  whence  I  expect  to  March  with  my  full  Complement 
next  Monday,  at  farthest,  for  Fort  Allen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  JBlzoelleneies  most  ob't, 
And  humble  Servant, 

VALENTINE  ECKERT. 

Reading,  Nov.  9th,  1787. 
Directed, 

Hia  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esqtiire,  Philada. 


Bbsoltjtiok  ov  Assbmblt,  1787* 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Oenenil  Anembly. 

Monday,  November  12th,  1787,  A.  M. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  read  November  9th,  relative  to  the 
purchase  of  a  tract  of  country  on  Lake  Erie,  was  read  the  second 
time,  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  Sapremo  Executive  Council  be  authorised  and 
requested  to  obtain,  and  lay  before  the  General  Assembly,  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  knds  lying  between  the  northern  boundary  of  this  State 
and  Lake  Erie,  with  an  Estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  to  purchase 
such  part  thereof  as  may  be  thought  necessary  to  accommodate  this 
State. 

Bxtr^  from  the  Minutes. 

.   J.  SHALLUS, 

As.  Ck. 

*  See  page  208. 
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Biobmond.  Noveniber  14, 1787i     ' 

I  <da  tnyself  iho^  honor  of  ioolosing  to  jour  %iiK>elkDi»j''the  tem>* 
luUon  of  oui*  legislature  oooOeroiiig  the  federal  boiiBtitQlloti.' 
I  am  Sir,. with  the  highest  respect,  '      '\       ' 

your  most  oW't  Servaot, 

EDW.  KANOOLPH. 
Directed, 
•His  Exoelleoey,  The  President  of  Pennsyiwnia. 


Instructions  to  Nathan  Dbnnison,  1787. 

Phikd'a,  Noy.-15, 1787, 

In  Conncil. 
Sir, 

You  are  requested  by  the  Council  in  your  Way  to  Wyoming,  to 
call  at  Fort  Alleii,  and  deliver  to  the  Commanding  officer  of  the 
Militia  now  at  that  Plaoe  the  Instructions  for  him  that  are  herewith 
put  into  your  Hands :  And  that  when  you  arrive  at  Wjromingy  yoa 
will  prepare  the  Minds  of  the  People  there,  for  the  good  &  quiet 
Beoeption  of  the  said  Militia,  by  informing  the  Inhabitants  that  it  is 
not  sent  to  act  offensively  against  any  Person  or  Persons  whatever, 
but  merely  to  protect  the  civil  officera  of  government  in  the  Exercise 
of  their  respective  FunotioBS.  Wifihing  yon  a  good  Journey,  I 
am^  with  much  Esteem, 

Sir,  ^otur  most  olkdient 

&  moat  humble  Servant, 

B.  FRANKUI^,  President-* 
Directed^ 

Hon'ble  Nathan  Denison,  Esq. 


PfltiwoM^  OF  TaoMAS  Lloyd  ua  Prbs.  Fbanklin,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  Nov'r  15th,  1787. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Having  engaged  in  a  daily  puUi<iatioa  of  the  debates  of  the 
Members  of  the  General  Assembly  which  may  furnish  uaeful  infor- 
mation to  the  Citiaens  of  Pennsylvania, 

*  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  828. 
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I  b$g  perminioii  to  sapplj  tlie  Hon'ble  Saprene  Bzeoattve 
GouDcil  with  this  work  in  the  manner  other  periodicaL  papers  are 
.admitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  Exoellency's 

most  Obedient  and 
Very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  LLOYD. 
Direciedj 

His  Excellenoy,  Benjamin  FrankliS|  Esq'r,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Ezeontive  Gonncil. 


Sam.  Go&don  to  N.  DBNNtsoNy  1787. 

Wilkesbany,  24th  Nov'r,  1787. 
Sir, 

Li  my  episUe  to  yon  whilst  yon  were  in  Philadelphia  I  forgot  to 
inform  j^ou  of  a  certain  Smith,  a  sootchman,  long  visaged,  moch 
broke  with  the  small-pox;  who  I  take  to  be  one  of  McKinstry 
Beaoh  LevingBton's  &  Go's.,  emissaries,  who  taking  me  to  be  of  a  like 
tnm  of  mind  with  himself  informed  me  their  intention  was  not  to 
ask  the  proteotion  of  any  state,  that  they  ment  to  govern  themselves, 
and  if  molested  proteet  themselves  against  any,  or  all  the  states. 
If  tbey^  fonnd  themselves  unable  to  stand  against  the  States,  call  for 
Uie  assistanoe  of  the  British,  being  an  independent  people,  should 
have  a  right  to  request  &  reoeive  the  Protection  of  any  state  or 
Power. 

In  order  to  incoura^  Settlers  to  come  into  their  country  &  settle, 
I  see  a  writing  in  &e  hands  of  the  above  Smith  signed  by  Mc 
Kinstry  ft  Allen  signifying  that  Each  settler  should  have  a  certain 
Qaaniity  of  Land  gratis,  &o.,  ftc  Subtill  arguments  are  made  use  of 
to  persuade  the  people  to  repair  to  a  new  Country  to  avoid  the  heavy 
Taxes  their  new  masters  lay  on  them,  that  they  would  be  much 
easier  under  their  former  yoke. 

I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  the  arguments  I  have  made  use  of 
to  deswade  some,  who  I  think  have  seen  their  error. 

I  am  S'  your  most  obod't  Serv% 
^  SAML.  GORDON.  . 

Directed^  ^ 

Bon'ble  N.  Denisdn,  Esq'r,  Kingstown. 

*  See  Col.  Bed.,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  846. 
Vol.  XL— 10 
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Sborbtart  07  CoiraBBSs  to  Prss*  Fbanklik,  1787. 

Qffioe  of  Secretary  of  CongresSi 

November  28th,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
closed, two  setts  of  the  Journals  of  Congress  for  last  year,  and  two 
Copies  of  the  continuation  from  the  20th  September  to  the  first 
Monday  of  the  present  month  to  com  pleat  those  already  sent. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  a  sufficient  number  of  states  have 
not  yet  assembled  to  proceed  to  business  and  that  your  state  is  one 
of  those  unrepresented. 

I  am  sensible  the  attention  of  the  public  is  principally  turned  to  the 
New  Constitution  proposed  by  the  late  Convention ;  but  when  your 
Excellency  considers  the  situation  of  affairs  both  abroad  and  at 
home,  that  the  flame  of  War  seem  to  be  kindling  in  Europe,  and 
may  reach  our  borders;  that  our  peace  with  the  Western  and 
Southern  Indians  is  in  a  very  precarious  situation  and  our  frontier 
settlements  in  imminent  danger ;  and  when  you  are  further  informed 
that  a  public  Minister  is  daily  expected  to  arrive  here  from  France, 
I  humbly  hope  your  Excellency  will  agree  with  me  in  opinion  that. 
the  honor  and  the  Interest  of  the  Confederacy  require  a  speedy  and 
constant  representation  in  Congress;  and  that  you  will  use  your 
ondeavours  to  forward  Delegates  from  your  state  as  speedily  as 
pcBsifoie.  With  mat  Aspect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  Excellenc'y 
most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servt., 
Directed,  CHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


OoL.  Akd'w  Pobtsb,  Coum'a,  to  Pbies.  Fbanklik,  1787. 

Qentlemen : 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  Council  that  we  have  compleated 
the  Northern  boundary  Line  of  this  State ;  Enclosed  yon  have  our 
Report.^  A  Draught  of  the  Line  will  be  compleated  in  a  few 
weeks  &  delivered  to  Council. 

I  am,  with  Respect, 

(Gentlemen  your  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 
Philada.,  Nov.  28th,  1787.  A-  PORTBIL 

Directed,  , 

His  Excellency,  the  Pterident  and  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
Pennsylvania. 

*  Not  foond. 
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Thomas  Scott,  Trustbe  of  Washinqton  Academy  to 
Pbbs.  F&anklin,  1787. 

Philada.y  Decern.  15^  1787. 
Sir, 

Pnisvant  to  the  Act  of  Oeneral  Assemblj  for  inoorporatiDg  and 
endowiDg  Washington  Academy  paas'd, 

Col.  Marshall  and  myself,  (two  of  the  Trustees,)  have  on  our 
application  obtained  the  warrant  for  the  Lands  thus  endowed,  call- 
ing for  them  in  the  last  purchase  generally — trusting  on  the  disposi- 
tion of  Coandl  to  promote  so  valuable  an  institution.  I  beg  leave 
to  xeqaest  that  your  hon'ble  Board  will  permit  the  Surveyor  General 
to  direct  these  Warrants  to  be  laid  in  one  of  the  Districts  of  Dona- 
tion Lands.  I  am  enconraffed  to  make  this  request  from  information 
that  the  appropriation  of  those  lands  are  satisfied^  and  from  a  wish 
to  serve  the  Interest  of  the  academy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

THO.  SCOTT. 
Dirededj 

His  Excell'y  The  President,  or  the  Hon.  the  Vice  President,  In 
Council. 


Wm.  Abmstrokq  to  Council — ^No&thsrn  Boundabt,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  Decem'r  17th,  1787, 
Gentlemen, 

In  consequence  of  my  appointment  last  April,  I  employed  a  nam- 
bar  of  Laboring  Hands  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  necessary 
operations  to  compleat  the  Northern  Boundary  Line  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. Those  men  were  employed  at  very  low  Wages,  which 
they  had  every  reason  to  believe  would  either  be  paid  to  them  in 
baxd  money,  or  the  value  thereof  in  Pftper.  The  time  has  now 
arrived  for  the  settlement  of  their  accounts :  the  business  is  attended 
with  di£Sculty,  and  I  have  to  request  that  your  Hononrable  Body 
would  admit  such  an  addition  to  their  Wages,  or  advise  some  other 
method  that  may  do  justice  to  the  men  and  relieve  your 

H'ble  Servt, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG.* 
Dirededf 
To  the  Supreme  Executive  CounoiL 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XV.,  p.  866. 
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A5DBBW  ElLICOTT  TO  COUNCIL,  1787. 

Philadelpbia,  Becdmber  19th^  1787. 
OentlemeD, 

HftTiog  been  ooneerned  in  ranDiDg  all  the  Astronomical  Boun- 
daries of  the  Commonwealth,  and  possessed  of  all  the  Obserrations, 
(which  are  very  nnmerons)  nsed  in  determining  the  different  limits 
of  the  State.  In  my  opinion  now  the  basiness  is  eompleated,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  have  some  reoord|  or  rather  a  publication  of  the 
Obseryationsi  together  with  the  methods  that  were  pursued  on  that 
occasion ;  not  only  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  parties  ooneerned,  but 
also  for  the  advantages  which  the  science  of  Astronomy  may  derive 
from  such  a  publication.  I  shall  be  happy  in  having  a  conference 
with  any  Gentlemen  of  your  Body  on  this  subject,  and  have  no 
doubt  but  it  may  be  made  advantageous  both  to  the  State  and  to 

your  H'W  Servt., 

AND'W.  ELLICOTT. 

P.  S.  I  will  undertake  arranging  the  Astronomical  Observations 
by  which  the  boundaries  of  the  State  were  determined,  and  also  add 
such  Observations  as  we  made  on  the  Soil  and  Natural  History  of 
the  Country  thro'  which  we  passed,  for  the  Sum  of  £160,  b«rd 
Money,  or  the  value  thereof  in  Paper,  one  half  of  the  money  to  be 
advanced,  and  the  other  half  to  be  paid  when  the  work  is  finished—* 
the  work  to  be  the  property  of  the  State,  and  ready  for  publication 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next.* 

A.  B. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Bzoellency,  the  President,  and  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Obadiah  Oorb  and  Matthias  Hollbnbach  to  Prbb* 
Franklin,  1786. 

We  have  niade  it  a  matter  of  Enquiry  of  the  necessity  of  the 
State  keeping  up  Troops  to  secure  the  Allegiance  of  the  Insurgents 
ei  this  Country,  and  have  Consulted  a  number  of  those  We  Esteem 
friends  to  Qovemment — am  informed  from  Good  authority  that  it 
is  the  Determination  of  the  leaders  of  the  Insurgents  to  get  on  as 
many  half  Sharemen  (so  called)  as  possibly  they  can  in  the  spring, 
k  possess  themselves  of  all  the  lands  Capable  of  Cultivation  that  la 
not  now  Oocupy'd,  and  set  up  their  Claim  and  support  it  in  their 
way. 

.  Now  whether  it  wou'  not  be  policy  to  send  a  Company  Immedi- 
ately to  Tioga,  Inlisted  for  one  year,  unless  sooner  Discharged,  and 
let  the  reasons  be  published  why  they  are  sent,  which  will  prevent 
*  EUicott's  Journal  ? 
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in  a  Great  measure  people  being  prevaOed  on  to  oommence  kalf 
sharemen  by  miaohieyoua  DesigniDg  persons  to  Engage  in  that  nndet* 
taking,  and  tiyrn  the  Drift  of  them  another  way.  Should  tha 
Troops  Sunder  smart,  active  Officers^)  oontinne  there  nntil  about  the 
first  of  June  next,  while  people  Generally  Get  settled  for  a  season's 
work,  it  is  highly  probable  they  may  be  Discharged. 

It  is  but  of  little  consequence  to  continue  the  troops  here,  as  it 
does  not  secure  the  allegiance  of  the  Insurgents  at  Tioga,  (where 
they  chiefly  are  and  Going)  but  the  Troops  being  there  seenres  the 
whole.  We  should  ha?e  advised  to  the  measure  of  removing  the 
Troops  which  are  now  here  to  Tioga,  but  the  time  of  their  Inlistment 
was  so  short  we  apprehended  it  won**  have  been  attended  with  a  bad 
consequence  unless  we  were  sure  of  a  relief  arriving  Immediately 
npun  the  Expiration  of  their  Inlistment. 

This  County  from  the  Nesoopedc  to  the  north  line  of  the  Stale  Mf 
about  120  miles,  and  only  six  inagistrates  within  it,  we  should  sup- 
pose an  additional  number  wou<^  be  Neeessary,  and  oould  Messrs. 
Buck  k  Hurlbutt  be  CommisBioned  on  their  former  appointment  it 
might  answer  a  Good  purpose,  as  there  is  some  complaints  among 
the  militia  officers  who  have  not  received  their  Commissions,  that 
the  Councill  have  received  some  unfavourable  Information  against 
them.  Wou5  it  not  be  adviseable  to  Order  a  board  of  Enquiry,  that 
the  aggreaved  party  may  Exonerate  themselves  by  Testimony,  and  by 
that  means  the  Councill  may  be  Informed  of  fiiats^  and  oapaUe  of 
Doing  Justice  to  the  parties. 
We  are,  Sir, 

yovr  most  Obedient^ 

Humbl  Servts', 

OBA*  GORE, 
M.  HOJiLBNBACH. 
Directed, 

His  Exoellen^y,  the  Prudent  in  Coimeill. 
Indaitedf 

Dec.  22d,  1787. 


Lf.  OoL.  J08IAH  Harmab  to  Pbbs.  F&anslif,  1787. 

Fort  Harmar  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Muskingum, 

December  28d,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  &  the  Honorable, 
the  Oounoil,  a  Return  of  the  Pennsylvania  Troops  in  the  Service  of 
the  United  States,  dated  this  day. 

The  Secvetaiy  at  War  informs  me  that  Congress,  by  their  Act  of 
the  3d  October  last,  have  been  pleased  to  call  upon  the  same  States 
to  raise  the  same  number  of  men  for  three  jears^  in  order  that  the 
present  officers  niigh^  be  r^tajx^  in  aervioe. 
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By  Mr.  M«lehior  your  Exoelleoe/s  Letter  was  received,  likewise 
one  from  the  honorable,  the  Vice  president.  General  Mifflin,  ft  the 
honorable  Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  the  Secretary ;  all  in  faTor  of  this 
yonng  Gentleman  for  the  appointment  of  an  Ensignoy.  Previous  to 
the  receipt  of  these  Letters  I  was  induced  in  my  Letter  of  the  7th 
August  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency,  Mr.  Robert  Thomson,  a 
Son  of  the  late  General  Thomson's,  to  fill  the  firat  vacancy.  He  was 
warmly  recommended  to  me  by  General  Irvin  ft  several  othera  of 
his  acquaintance. 

From  the  powerful  recommendations  in  favour  of  Mr.  Melchiori 
H  would  bo  presumption  in  me  to  urge  the  matter  further,  as  tbe 
appointments  rest  solely  with  your  honorable  body. 

If  it  meets  the  approbation  of  your  Excellency  ft  the  honorable 
Council,  the  following  is  the  new  arrangement  which  I  wish  to  take 
plaoe  in  our  State,  for  the  let  United  States  Regiment,  vis. 

")  Lt.  Col.  Com't 

JOSIAH  HARMAR,  ^  ft 

3  Brigadier  General  by  Breyet. 
Captain  William  Ferguson,  Artillery. 
Captain  David  Zeigler,  Infantry. 
Ci^tain  William  M'Curdy,  ditto. 

Lteutenant  Brcurius  Beatty,  Infantry. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  Boyle,        ditto. 

Lieutenant  John  Armstrong,    ditto. 

Lieutenant  Edward  Spear,  Art^y,  Vice  Lt.  Aston  promoted. 

Ensign  Ebenezer  Benny,  Infantry. 

Ensign  Nathan  M'Bowell,  ditto. 

Robert  Thomson, )  One  of  them  to  be  Ensign  in  the  Infantry. 

Jacob  Melchoir.    J  Vice  Ensign  Spear  promoted. 

John  M'Dowell,  Surgeon, }  [^  S^'^i:^"^''  ^^  "^  '°"*^~ 

Richard  Allison,  Surgeon's  Mate. 

Either  Mr.  Thomson  or  Mr.  Melobior,  which  ever  your  Excellency 
ft  the  Honorable  Council  shall  judge  most  proper,  will  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  Captain  Finney's  resignation.  If  Doctor  McDowell 
declines  the  service,  Doctor  AUisoUi  the  mate,  is,  I  believCi  in  every 
respect  qualified  to  succeed  him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  the  highest  esteem  ft  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  ft  the  honorable 

Council's  most  h'ble  ft  obt.  Ser't, 
JOS.  HARMAR, 
Lt.  Col.  Com.  Ist  U.  S.  Reg*,  ft  Brig.  Gen.  by  Brevet. 
Directedf 

His  ExoeUenoy,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  President,  ft  the  honor- 
able, The  Supreme  Executive  Gouneil  Pennsylvania.^ 
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Fbench  and  Amsbioan  Coxmkkge,  1787. 


LETTRE  de  M.  Lambsbt, 
Conseiller  d'Etat  &;  au  Con- 
8cil  rojale  de  Finance  &  de 
Commerce,  Contrdleur  g^« 
n^ral  des  finances,  k  M.  Jef- 
ferBon,  Ministre  pl^nipoten- 
tiaire  des  Etats-Unis  d*A- 
mdrique  pr^s  de  Sa  Majesty 
Tr^B-Chrdtienne. 

Yersailles,  29.  D^oembre  1787. 

J'ai  rhonncnr,  Monsieur,  de 
Tous  envoyer  une  copie  de  T  Arr§t 
qui  vient  d'etre  rendu  au  Oonseil 
pour  Tencouragement  du  Com- 
merce des  Etats-unis  de  TAm^ 
rique  en  France.  Je  vous  en  ferai 
passer  un  certain  nombre  d'exem- 
plaires^aussitdtqu'ilseraimprim^. 

Vous  y  verrez  que  plusieurs  fa- 
Teurs  considerables  qui  n'avoient 
point  encore  ^t^  promises  au  Com- 
merce Am^ricain,  ont  6t6  ajout^ 
k  celles  que  le  Roi  vous  avoit  fait 
annoncer  par  la  lettre  qui  yous  a 
M  ^rite  le  22  Ootobre  de  Fann^ 
demi^re. 

Si  dans  rintervalle,  quelques 
droits  ont  ^  per^ns  oontre  lea 
dispositions  de  cette  lettre,  ils 
seront  restitu^  sur  la  repr^nta- 
tion  des  acquits. 

(Tai  donn^  ordre  anssi  que  Ton 
T^rifi&t  les  faits  au  sujet  desquels 
on  vous  a  rapports  que  la  decision 
du  24  Mai  1786,  relatiTement  an 
commerce  du  Tabao,  n'ayoit  pas 
eu  une  enti^re  ex^ution.  Vous 
pouTCs  6tre  assur^  que,  s'il  est 
prouY^  qu'on  se  soit  ^rt^  des 
engagemens  pris  avec  la  sanction 


LETTER  from  M.  Lambbrt, 
Councellor  of  State  &  of  the 
Council  royal  of  Finance  ft 
Commerce,  Comptroller  ge- 
neral of  finance  to  M.  Jef- 
ferson, Minister  plenipoten- 
tiary for  the  United  States 
of  America  at  the  Court  of 
Versailles. 

Yeraailles,  Deoemb^r  29, 1787. 

I  HAYS  the  honour.  Sir,  to  send 
you  a  copy  of  an  Arret  passed  in 
Council,  for  encouraging  the  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  France.  I  shall  fur- 
nish you  with  a  number  of  others 
as  soon  as  they  shall  be  printed. 

You  will  therein  see  thatseveral 
considerable  favors,  not  before 
promised  to  the  American  Com- 
merce, have  been  added  io  those 
which  the  king  announced  to  you, 
in  the  letter  a^idresaed  to  yon  on 
ihe22^  of  Octob^  of  the  last  year. 

If  in  the  mean  time  any  duties 
have  been  levied,  contrary  to  the 
intentions  of  that  letter,  they 
shall  be  repaid  on  sight  of  the 
vouchers. 

I  have  also  ordered  a  verifioa- 
tion  of  the  fitcts  whereon  it  wa- 
represented  to  you,  that  •  the  de- 
cision of  the  24  of  May  1786, 
relative  to  the  Commerce  of  to- 
bacco, had  not  been  fully  execu- 
ted. Be  assured  that  if  it  shall 
appear  that  engaffementa  have 
been  evaded,  which  were  taken 
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du  Roiy  il  Bera  Boropuleasement  under  the  sanoiion  of  the  king^ 

poarya  k  y  satisfaire.  effeotaal  provisioa  shall  be  made 

for  their  aompnloaa  fiilfillmeiit. 
Yons  apprendrei  encore  aveo      You  will  learn  also  with  pleasure 

plusir  que  les  mesnres  que  j'ai  that  the  measures  I  haTe  taken  to 

r'  espourprey^nirrintermption  prevent  the  interruptioa  of  the 

commerce  des  tabacs  out  eu  Commerce  of  tobacco,  have  had 

un  plein  snccte.  full  success. 

Cettemarchandiseneserapoinft       This  commodity  shall  not  be 

excepts  de  cellee  auxqneUes  Fen-  excepted  from  among  those  to 

trep^e8taoeord6.  LaFermeg^n^  which  the  right  of  entrepot  is 

nle  ne  jouira  d'aucune  pr^(6rence  given.  The  farmers  general  shall 

pour  Fachat,  &  les  propri^taires  have  no  preference  in  the  pur« 

seront  compl^tement  les  mattres  chases,  the  proprietors;  shall  be 

de  lenrs  speculations,  &  d'envoyer  perfectly  masters  of  their  specu- 

leurs  tabacs  par  mer  h  TEtranger.  lations;  and  free  to  export  tbeif 

tobaccoes  by  sea  to  foreign  ceui^ 

tries. 
n  sera  seulement  pris  des  me-       Measures  only  must  be  taken 

mres  pour  pr^venir  les  fraudes  to  prevent  those  frauds  to  which 

anxqueUesFentrepOtpouiToitser*  the  entrepot  might  serve  as  a 

yir  de  pr^texte,  &  les  chambres  pretext^    and  the  chambers  of 

du  commerce    des  ports  seront  oommerce  tor  the  ports  shall  be 

consults  pour  que  les  prteu*  consulted,  in  order  that  the  pre^ 

laons  ndeessaires  ne  soient  pas  in*  cautions  necessary  for  this  pur* 

compatibles  avec  la  libert^  dent  pose,  may  not  be  in  a  form  in* 

le  Commerce  doit  jonir  dans  ses  compatible  with  that  liberty  which 

operations.  Commerce  ought  to  enjoy  in  its 

operations. 
Quoique   Fapprovisionnement       Although  the  present  stock  of 

aetuel  de  la  Ferme  gen^rale  se  the  farmers  general  amounts  to 

monte  h  environ  trois  anuses  de  about  three  years  consumption  I 

saeonsommatiouyj'ai  engage  oette  have  engaged  that  company  to 

Compagnie  &  continuer  d'acheter  continue  to  purchase  yeany  from 

par  annee,  k  compter  du  l^"^  Jan-  the  1*^  day  of  January  1788,  to 

vier  1788,  jusqu'k  la  fin  de  son  the  end  of  their  lease  fourteen 

bail,  quatone  mille  boucauds  de  thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco 

tabao  directement  apport^s  dans  brought  directly  into  the  ports  of 

les  ports  de  France  sur  b&timens  France  in  French  or  American 

Francois  ou  Amerioains,  &  de  jus-  bottoms,  and  to  shew  at  the  end 

tifier  tons  les  quatre  mois  que  cet  of  every  four  months  that  their 

achat  sera  taonte  au  moins  k  gna-  purchases  amount  to  four  thou- 

tre  mille  wix  cenU  toixante  iSc  six  sand  six  hundred  and  sixty  six 

htmcaudi.  hogsheads. 

Quant  aux  prix,  vous  avez  sent!       As  to  the  prices,  you  have  been 

ycms-m§me  la  necessity  de  les  lais-  sensible  yourself  of  the  necessity 

serlibres;  &cettelibertedes  prix  of  leaving  them  free;  and  this 

a  ete  Ic  premier  objet  des  demandes  freedom  of  price  was  the  principal 

10* 
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fiutes  par  lea  n^gooians  Am^ri- 
oains  k  Fran9oi8,  lore  des  r^la- 
mations  qui  se  Bont  tiey^es  oontra 
le  traits  de  M.  Morris. 

La  r^olntion  prise  alors  de  for- 
oer  lea  approvisionnemena,  qvoi- 
qvi'k  priz  on^uz^  au  point  qa'il 
en  r^ulte  que  la  ferme  g^n^rale 
eat  maintenant  approvisionn^ 
poar  trois  ann^ea,  montre  eombien 
I'int^r^t  des  plan  tears  &  n^gocians 
des  Etats-Unis  de  TAm^ricjue  a 
tonjoors  ^t6  pr^oienz  an  Boi. 

L^arrdt  dn  Oonaeil  joint  &  cetie 
ktire  ft  lea  antres  dispositiona 
dont  j'ai  Thonnenr  de  vous  £ure 
part,  confinnent  de  plus  en  plus 
mne  T^t^  si  propre  k  ressarrer 
Ions  les  lienJEi  qui  nnissent  les  deux 
nations. 

tTai  I'konneor  d'etre  ayeo  nn 
trds  sinc^  &  inTiolable  attache- 
ment,  Monsieor,  yotre  tr^hnm« 
Ue  ft  trds-ob^issant  servitenr. 
Sfffn4  Lambert. 


object  of  ihe  appUcations  of  the 
American  and  French  snerdiants 
when  they  complained  of  the  con- 
traet  of  M.  Morris. 

The  determination  ihen  taken 
to  force  the  purchases  of  tobacco, 
tho'  at  highpricesy  insomuch  that 
the  farmers  general  now  find  tbem- 
selyes  possessed  of  three  years 
provision,  shews  that  the  interests 
of  the  planters  and  merchants  of 
the  Vnited  States  ot  America 
have  ever  been  precious  to  the 
King. 

The  arret  of  Conneil  herein 
inclosed^  and  the  other  regiUar 
tions  which  I  have  the  honour  of 
communicating  to  you,  are  a  fur- 
ther confirmation  of  a  truth  tend- 
ing so  much  to  strengthen  the 
bimds  which  unite  the  two  na- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with 
a  very  sinoere  and  inviolable  at- 
tachment. Sir,  your  meat  humble 
and  most  obedient  servant. 

Signed  Lambbbt. 
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Fbshoh  Act  ik  Kiblation  xo  Gommibob,  1787. 


aerAt 

BU  CONSBIL  (fETAT  BU  ROI 

Pour  Pencouragement  daCom- 
merce  de  France  avec  lea 
Etate*(Jnis  de  TAm^iqae. 
]>ii29D^oemlbrel7a7.  ^ 

Sdratt  det  JUgi$»ru  du  CbnitQ  tPOoL 

Lb  ROI  vonlant  encourager 
k  Gommeroe  de  aes  Sujets  aveo 
les  Etata-Unis  de  rAm^riqne,  ft 
foeiliier  entre  les  deox  Nations  des 
relations  rMproquement  utiles : 
Oni  le  lapport  du  sieur  Lambert, 
Oonseiller  d'Btat,  ft  ordinaire  au 
Gonseil  royal  des  Finanees  ft  du 
eommeroe^  Contr61eur  g^n^r&l  des 
inanees,  Sa  Majmt^  itant  en  mm 
Oomeilf  a  ordonn6  ft  ordonne  ee 
qm  suit: 

Abtiolb  ibemibb. 

Lbs  kuiles  de  baleine^  ft  le 
spermaceti  qui  proviendront  de 
la  peche  des  citoyens  ft  habitans 
des  Etats-lTnis  de  TAm^rique,  ft 
seront  apport^  en  France  direc- 
tement  sur  Yaisseauz  Francois  on 
Bor  Yaisseaux  des  Ecats-Unis,  con- 
tinueront  &  n'dtre  soumis  qu*k  un 
droit  de  Sept  livres  dix  sons  par 
barrique  da  poids  de  dnq  oens 
vingt  livxesyft  lea  fanonsdebaleine 
ne  le  seront  qu'i  un  droit  de  Six 
Hvres  treise  sous  quatre  deniers 
par  quintal,  avec  les  dix  sous  ponr 
livre  en  sus  de  Tun  ft  I'autre  droit, 
kaqnels  dix  sons  pour  livre  oesse- 
ront  au  dernier  d^mbre  mil  aept 
cent  quatre-vingt-dix;  se  rter- 
vant,  Sa  Majesty,  d'accorder  de 
pins  grandes  favours  aux  prodoits 


AN   ACT 

OF 

THE  KING'S  COUNCIL  OF  STATB. 

For  the  encouragement  of  the 
Commeree  of  Franee  with  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Deoemb6r29,  1787. 
3Btradfivmtherte0r4ttif(h4€bmea<^auUe, 

Thb  king  desirous  of  encou- 
raging the  commerce  of  his  sub- 
jects with  the  United  States  of 
America  and  of  facilitating  be- 
tween the  two  Nations  connec- 
tions reciprocally  useful :  Having 
heard  the  report  of  the  sieur 
Lambert;  Oounsellor  of  State  and 
of  the  Royal  Council  of  finance 
and  commerce,  Comptroller  ge- 
neral of  finance,  His  Majbst? 
BBiNO  IN  BIS  CouMoiL,  has  or- 
dained  and  does  ordain  as  follows : 

Abticlb  hbst. 

Whalx-oils  and  spennaceti, 
the  produce  of  the  fisheries  of 
the  citizens  ft  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  of  America, 
which  shall  be  brought  into 
France  directly  in  French  ves- 
sels or  in  those  of  the  United 
States  shall  continue  to  be  sab- 
jected  to  a  duty  only  of  seven 
livres  ten  sols  the  burel  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
weighty  ft  whale  fina  shall  be  suU 
jeot  to  a  duty  of  only  six  livres 
thirteen  sols  four  deniers  the 
quintal  with  the  ten  sols  per  livre 
on  each  of  the  said  duties;  which 
ten  sols  per  livre  shall  cease  on 
the  last  day  of  December  one 
thousand  seven hundredft ninety; 
His  Majesty  reserving  to  himself 
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de  la  picbe  de  la  baleine  ezercde 
par  les  P^benra  des  Etats-Unis 
de  I'Am^rique,  qui  seront  appor- 
t^  en  Franee  par  Y  aisBeaux  Fran- 
cois on  des  Etats-Unis^  dans  le 
cas  oil  d'apr^  les  renseignemens 
-qae  Sa  Majesty  fait  recueilliry 
lllle  le  jugeroit  convenable  aaz 
int^rdts  des  deux  Nations. 


n. 

Lbs  autres  hoiles  de  poisson^ 
&  les  poisBons  sees  on  sal^  pro- 
Tenant  de  m^e  de  la  p§che  des 
eitojens  &  habitans  des  Etats- 
Unis,  &  apport^  de  m^me  direc- 
tement  en  France  par  leursVais- 
seanz  on  par  Yaisseaux  Francois, 
ne  pajeront  antres  ni  plus  forts 
droits  qne  oeux  anxqnels  sont  on 
seront  soomis,  dans  le  mSme  cas, 
les  huiles  &  poissons  de  la  rn^me 
esp^y  provenant  de  la  pdche  des 
Yilles  ans^tiques  on  des  antres 
Nations  les  plus  favoris^s. 

in. 

La  fabrication  des  cbandelles 
on  boueies  de  spermaceti  on  blanc 
de  baleme,  sera  permise  en  France 
comme  celle  des  antres  cbandelles 
&  bougies. 

IV. 
Lfis  grains,  fromens,  seigle,  rie, 
pois,  fSves,  lentilles,  graines,  les 
farines,  les  arbres  &  arbustes,  les 
potasses,  connues  sous  le  nom  de 
^troA  &  pearl-ashy  les  peaux  & 
polls  de  castor,  les  cuirs  en  poil, 
les  fonrmres  &  pelleteries,  &  les 
bois  de  construction  apport^  des 
Etats-Unis  directement  en  France 
Bur  Yaisseaux  Francois  on  des 
Etats-Unis,  ne  seront  soumis  qu'k 
un  droit  d'un  Huiti^me  pour  cent 
de  la  valeur. 


to  grant  further  favors  to  the 
produce  of  the  whale  fisheries 
carried  on  bj  the  fishermen  of  the 
United  States  of  America  which 
shall  be  brought  into  France  in 
French  vessels  or  in  those  of  the 
United  States,  if,  on  the  infor- 
mation which  His  Majesty  shall 
cause  to  be  taken  thereon,  he 
shall  judge  it  expedient  for  the 
interest  of  the  two  Nations. 

IL 

Thb  other  fidi-oils  and  dry  or 
salted  fish,  the  produce  in  like 
manner  of  the  fisheries  of  the  ci- 
tiaens  &  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  &  brought  also  direotlv 
into  France,  in  their,  or  in  French 
vessels,  shall  not  pay  any  other 
nor  ffreater  duties  than  those  to 
which  the  oils  &  fish  of  the  same 
kind,  the  produce  of  the  fisheries 
of  the  Hanseatic  towns,  or  of 
other  the  most  favored  Nations, 
are  or  shall  be  subject  in  the 
same  case. 

m. 

The  manufacture  of  candles 
and  tapers  of  spermaceti  shall  be 
permitted  in  France,  as  that  of 
other  candles  &  tapers. 

IV. 
CoBN,  wheat,  rye,  rice,  peas, 
beans,  lentils,  flax-seed  and  other 
seeds,  flour,  trees  and  shrubs, 
pot-ash  and  pearl-ash,  skins  and 
fur  of  beaver,  raw  hides,  furs  and 
peltry,  and  timber  brought  from 
the  United  States  directly  into 
France,  in  French  vessels  or  in 
those  of  the  United  States,  shall 
not  be  subject  but  to  a  duty  of 
one  eighth  per  cent  on  their 
value. 
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V. 
TorrtT  Navire  qtd  ayant  6i6 
ooiiBtniit  dans  les  Etats-ITnis,  sera 
ensuite  yendn  en  France,  on  achet^ 
par  des  Fran9ois,  sera  exempt  de 
tons  droitS;  k  la  charge  de  jnsti- 
fier  qne  ledit  Navire  a  ^t^  oonstmit 
dans  les  Etats-Unis. 

VI. 

Lbs  th^r^ntineB,  brais  &  gon- 
drons,  prorenant  des  Etata-Unis 
de  TAm^qne;  apport^  direote- 
meni  en  France  par  Yaisaeanz 
FnuifQis  on  dee  Etats-Unis,  ne 
pftyeront  qn'nn  droit  de  Beuz  & 
demi  pour  cent  de  la  valeur,  & 
Beront  les  droits  mentionnte,  tant 
an  present  article  qn'en  Tarticle 
IT,  exempts  de  tonte  addition  de 
flooB  ponrliyre. 

vn. 

La  sortie  des  armes  de  tonte 
esp^oe  &  de  la  poudre  k  tirer  pour 
les  Etats-Unis  de  1' Am^rique,  sera 
tonjoars  permise  sur  Yaisseaux 
FniAi9ois  on  des  Etats-Unis,  en 
payanty  k  regard  des  armes,  nn 
droit  d'un  Huiti^me  pour  cent  de 
la  yalear,  &  la  poudre,  en  ce  oas, 
sera  exempte  de  tons  droits,  en 
prenant  un  acquit  h  caution. 

vin. 

Lbs  papiers  de  toute  esp^, 
m^me  ceux  destine  pour  tenture 
k  daminoterie,  les  cartons  &  les 
tivres,  seront  exempts  de  tous 
droits  h  leur  embarquement  pour 
les  Etats-Unis,  sur  Yaisseaux 
Francois  on  des  Etats-Unis  & 
joairont,  en  ce  cas,  da  la  restitu- 
tion des  droits  de  fabrication  sur 
les  papiers  &  cartons. 

IX. 
Les  droits  d'Amiraut^  sur  les 
Yaisseaux  des  Etata-Uuis,  entrant 


Yessels  built  in  the  United 
States  and  sold  in  France,  or  pur- 
chased by  Frenchmen  eJiall  be 
exempt  m>m  all  duties  on  proof 
that  they  were  built  in  the 
United  States. 


YL 
TuRPBNTiNE,  tar  and  pitch  the 
produce  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  brought  directly  into 
France  in  French  vessels  or  in 
those  of  the  United  States  shall 
pay  only  a  duty  of  two  and  a  half 
per  cent  on  tibeir  value,  and  as 
well  the  duties  mentioned  in  this 
as  in  the  fourth  article  shall  be 
exempt  from  all  additions  of  sous 
per  livre. 

YH. 
The  exportation  of  arms  of  all 
forts,  and  of  gunpowder  for  the 
United  States  of  America,  shall 
be  always  permitted  in  French 
vessels  or  in  those  of  the  United 
States,  payinff  for  the  arms  a  du^ 
of  one  eighth  per  cent  on  their 
value:  and  gunpowder  in  that 
case  shall  be  exempt  from  all  duty 
on  giving  a  cautionary  bond. 

YHL 
Papbbs  of  all  sorts,  even  paper 
hangings  and  coloured  papers, 
pasteboard  and  books  shall  be 
exempt  from  all  duties  on  their 
embaroation  for  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  French  vessels  or 
in  those  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  be  entitled  in  that  case  to  a 
restitution  of  the  fftbrioation  du- 
ties on  paper  and  pasteboard. 

IX. 

The  Admiralty  duties  on  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  en- 
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oa  sortant  dea  ports  de  France,  ne 
poQiront  dtre  percwi  que  co&for- 
m^ment  k  TEdit  da  mois  de  juin 
dernier,  pour  les  cas  qui  y  •sont 

{ort^s,  &  aux  Leiires-Patenies  du 
0  jauvier  1770,  pour  les  objeta 
auzquels  il  n'auroit  pas  M  pour* 
vu  par  ledit  Edit;  se  r^ervant 
au  surplus  Sa  Majesty,  de  faire 
connoitre  ses  intentions  sur  la 
mani^  dont  lesdits  droits  seront 
per9nB,  soit  k  raison  dn  ton* 
nage  des  Yaisseaux  ou  autrement ; 
oomme  aussi  de  simplifier  lesdits 
droits  d' Amirant^,  k  de  les  r^ler 
antant  qu'il  sera  possible  sur  le 
prinoipe  de  k  r^procit^,  aussi- 
t6t  q«e  les  travaux  ordonn^  par 
Sa  Majesty,  aux  termes  de  Tar* 
tiole  XXVI  dudit  Edit  du  mois 
de  juin  dernier^  seront  aoheT^s. 


tering  into,  or  gainst  out  of  the 
ports  of  France,  sbalfnot  be  levied 
but  conformably  with  the  Edict} 
of  the  month  of  June  last  in  the 
cases  therein  provided  for,  and 
with  the  Letters-patent  of  tho 
tenth  of  January  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seven^  for 
the  objects  for  which  no  provision 
shall  have  been  made  by  the  said 
Edict :  His  Majesty  reserving  to 
himself  moreover  to  make  known 
his  intentions  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  said  duties  shall  be 
levied,  whether  in  prqportion  to 
the  tonnage  of  the  vessels  or 
otherwise,  as  also  to  simplify  the 
said  duties  of  the  Adminlty  and 
to  reffulate  them  as  fiir  as  shall  be 
possible  on  the  principle  of  reci- 
irocity,  as  soon  as  the  orden  shall 


completed  which  were  given 

by  His  Majesty  according  to  the 

twenty-sixth  article  of  the  said 

^Edict  of  the  month  of  June  last. 


L*bntbsp6t  de  ioutes  les 
productions  &  marohandisee  des 
Etats-Unis,  sera  permis  pour  six 
mois  dans  tons  les  ports  de  France 
onverts  au  Commerce  des  Colo- 
nies; ft  ne  sera  ledit  entrepdt  sou- 
mis  qu'&  un  droit  d'un  Huiti^me 
pour  cent. 

XL 
PoTJB  fiivoriser  Texportation 
des  armes,  des  quincailleries,  des 
bijouteries,  des  bonneteries,  de 
kine  &  de  coton,  des  gros  lainages, 
des  petites  draperies  &  des  ^toffes 
de  coton  de  toute  esp^,  &  autres 
marohandises  de  fabrique  Fran- 
coise,  qui  seront  envoy6ea  a^x 
Etats-Unis  de  rAm^rique  sur 
Yaisseaux  Francois  ou  des  Etats- 
Unis,  Sa  Majesty  se  r^rve  d'ac- 
corder  des  encouragemens,  qui 


The  entrepot  (or  storins)  of  all 
the  productions  and  mercbandiie 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  per- 
mitted for  six  months  in  all  the 
ports  of  France  open  to  the  Com> 
merce  of  her  Colonies;  and  the 
said  entrepot  shallbe  subject  only 
to  a  duty  of  one  eighth  per  cent. 

XL 
To  favour  the  exportation  of 
arms,  hardware,  jewellery  bon- 
netery*(*),  of  wool  and  of  cotton, 
coarse  woollens,  small  draperies 
and  stuffs  of  cotton  of  all  sorts, 
and  other  merchandises  of  French 
fabric,  whidi  shall  be  sent  to  the 
United  States    of  America,   in 

(*)  This  term  includes  bonneta 
stockings,  socks  nnderwiust  coats, 
drawer  gloves  and  mitaiiies  as  sold 
by  the  bonnetien* 
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seront  inoessamment  r^I^s  en  scm.  Freach  veiaels  or  in  diosa  of  iho 
Goaseily  s^oii  la  nature  de  oha*  United  States^  His  Majesty  ie< 


cuno  deidites  maiehandiaes. 


xn. 

Quant  aux  antres  marchan- 
dises  non  d^nomm^  an  pr^ent 
arr6t,  apport^  directement  en 
France  des  Etats-XJnis,  sur  leura 
Yaisseanx  on  BurVaisseaux  Fran- 
cois, on  port^es  de  France  aox- 
dits  Etats-Unis,  sur  Vaisseaux 
Francois  on  des  Etats-TTnis^  &  2t 
regard  de  toutes  conventions  de 
Commerce  mielconques,  vent  & 
ordonne  8a  Majesty,  que  les  ei- 
tojens  des  Etat-Unis  jouissent  en 
France  des  m^mes  droits,  privi- 
leges ft  exemptions  qne  les  snjets 
de  Sa  Majesty,  sanf  Tex^ntion 
des  dispositions  port^s  par  I'ar- 
ticle  IX  oa-dessivi. 

xm. 

Sa  Majeste  accorde  anx  ci- 
toyena  ft  kabitans  des  Etata-UniSy 
tons  les  avantages  dent  jouissent 
on  ponrront  jouir  k  Uaveoir  les 
Nations  ^rang^res  les  plus  &vo- 
risees  dans  ses  Colonies  de  VA- 
mMqne,  ft  de  plus  Sa  Majesty 
assure  anxdits  citoyens  ft  habitans 
des  Etats-UniS;  tons  les  privil^es 
ft  avantages  dont  ses  propres  su- 
jets  de  France  jouissent  on  pour- 
rent  jouir  en  Asie  ft  dans  les 
Echelles  qui  v  condnisent,  pourvn 
tootefbis  queleurs  b&timens  ayent 
M  arm^s  ft  exp^i^  dans  un  des 
ports  des  Etats-Unis. 

Mahde  ft  ordonne  Sa  Majesty 
i  Mons.  le  Duo  de  Penthi^yre, 
Amiral  de  France,  aux  sieurs  In- 
tendans  ft  Commissaires  d^partis 


serves  to  himself  to  grant  en* 
coaragements  which  shall  be  im-. 
mediately  r^jpilated  in  hisConncilf 
according  to  the  nature  of  each 
of  the  said  merchandizes. 

XIL 

As  to  other  merchandizes  not 
mentioned  in  this  act,  brought 
directly  into  France  from  the 
United  States  in  their  or  in  French 
vessels,  or  carried  from  France  to 
the  said  United  States  in  French 
vessels  or  in  those  of  the  United 
States,  and  with  respect  to  all 
commercial  conventions  whatso- 
ever His  Majesty  wills  and  or- 
dains that  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  enjoy  in  France 
the  i^me  rights,  privileges  and 
exemptions  with  the  subjects  of 
His  Majesty :  saving  the  execu- 
tion of  what  is  provided  in  the 
ninth  article  hereof. 

•    XIII. 

His  Majesty  grants  to  the  ci- 
tiiens  and  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  all  the  advantages 
which  are  enjoyed  or  which  may 
be  here  after  enjoyed  by  the  most 
&vored  nations  in  his  Colonies  of 
America  and  moreover  His  Ma- 
jesty assures  to  the  said  citizens 
and  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  all  the  privileges  and  ad- 
vantages which  his  own  subjects 
of  France  enjoy  or  shall  enjoy  in 
Asia  and  in  the  scales  leading 
thereto:  provided  always  that 
their  vessels  shall  have  been  fit- 
ted out  and  dispatched  in  some 
port  of  the  United  States. 

His  Majesty  commands  and 
orders  M.  le  due  de  Penthievre, 
Admiral  of  France,  the  Inten- 
dants  and  commissaries  do  parti 
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dans  les  provinoes,  an  Oommis- 
saire  depart!  pour  I'observatioQ 
des  Ordonnances  dans  les  Ami- 
rantds,  auz  Officiers  des  Amirau- 
t^s,  Matties  des  ports,  Jnges  des 
traijies,  &  tons  autres  qu'il  appar* 
tiendra,  de  tenir  la  main  k  Tex^- 
cntion  dn  pr^ent  R^lement,  le- 
anel  sera  enregistr^  anx  Greffes 
desdites  Amiraat^s,  1^,  public  & 
affich6  par-tout  oii  besoin  sera. 


Fait  an  Conseil  d'Etat  dn  Roi, 
Sa  Majesty  y  6tant,  tenu  h  Ver- 
sailles le  vingt-neuf  d^embre  mil 
sept  cent  quatre-viDgt-sept. 

Su/ni  LB  C."  DE  LA  LUZE&NE. 


in  the  prorinoeS;  The  eonmiis- 
saries  de  parti  for  the  observation 
of  the  ordinanoes  in  the  admi- 
ralties,  the  officers  of  the  admi- 
ralties masters  of  the  ports,  judges 
des  traites,  and  all  others  to 
whom  it  shall  belong  to  be  aiding 
in  the  execution  of  the  present 
regulation  which  shall  be  regis- 
tered in  the  offices  of  the  said 
admiralties  read  published  and 
posted  whereever  shall  be  neces- 
sary. 

Done  in  the  King's  council  of 
State,  His  Majesty  present,  held 
at  Versailles  the  twenty  ninth  of 
December  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  seven. 
Signed  le  C'*.  dk  la  Luzerne. 


Jambs  O'Hara  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  Dec'r  Slst,  1787. 
His  Excellency,  The  president  of  the  BxecnUve  GonnaiL 
Sir, 

Having  the  Contracts  for  supplying  the  Troops  in  the  Western 
Country  with  provisions,  1  beg  leave  to  represent,  That  on  applica- 
tion being  made  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  at  New  York,  for  a 
Balance  now  due  for  Issues  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  draw- 
ing on  their  Loan  officer  in  this  City,  for  seven  thousand  Dollars, 
declaring  it  impracticable  to  support  the  Troops  any  longer,  should 
this  mode  be  rejected.  I  accepted  of  this  on  the  Board's  assureing 
me  that  Pennsylvania  had  offered  me  a  payment  of  Twenty  thousand 
dollars  on  account  of  Clothing  (which  was  procured  by  other  means) 
and  that  they  have  no  doubt  but  this  offer  would  be  continued  for 
the  use  of  the  provision  contract,  it  being  more  necessary  for  their 
support.  That  on  producing  those  drafts  for  payment  the  officer  of 
Loans  says  he  has  not  the  means  in  his  power.  I  therefore  take  the 
liberty  to  rer^nest,  That  the  Honorable  Council  will  please  to  allow 
so  much  of  the  money  directed  to  be  paid,  on  Contract  for  Clothing, 
as  amounts  to  the  drafts  in  my  favor,  that  I  may  bo  enabled  to 
complete  the  contracts  for  the  frontiers,  which  public  dcliuqucnoy 
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will  lender  Impoasibley  bayiDg  alxeadj  Issued  sis  montlui  without 
anj  proportionable  pajmente. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  dae  respeet^ 

your  Excellency's 

most  obed't  HI.  Serv\ 

JAMES  O'HARA. 
Directed^ 

His  BsoellencT  the  president  and  the  Hon'ble  Ezecntive  Council. 
Pbilftdelphia. 
lndoT9ementy 

Council  wish  to  know^  whether  this  state  is  clear  of  the  Contract 
for  Clothing,  &  bow  far  They  are  able  to  comply  with  the  request 
of  Capt.  O'Hara.  Coropt'r  Genl's  office,  Jan'y  8,  1787. 

By  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Treasury  1  find  that  this  State  is 
clear  of  the  cloatbing  contract.  That  money  was  an  anticipation 
upon  other  funds,  but  If  the  Hon'ble  The  Uouncil  should  apply 
7,000  dollars  of  it  for  paying  for  rations  for  the  troops,  I  believe 
that  it  may  be  paid  in  such  time  as  will  suit  Colo.  O'Harra  with 
whom  I  have  conversed  on  the  subject. 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 


CoHPTBOLLBB  Gknekal  TO  Capt.  James  McLean,  1788. 

Sir, 

Smuggling  it  is  suspected  is  again  practiced  at  this  place  and  a 
number  of  Waggons  are  expected  to  come  in  with  run  goods  to  a 
,  certain  store  in  this  city  before  day  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  morning 
'  next  The  naval  will  watch  with  the  Informer  and  designs  to  seize 
the  goods  and  the  Waggons  &  Horses,  it  will  be  at  a  dead  of  the 
night,  when  unless  he  bath  some  assistance  the  Waggoners  may  get 
off  with  the  teams  perhaps  the  goods  also,  and  tho  officer  may  not 
only  be  frsstrated,  but  he  himsdf  Insulted  and  knocked  down  or 
abused,  he  therefore  will  probably  need  a  poue  ComitatM  to  enable 
him  to  discbarge  the  duty  required  of  him  by  law,  and  hath  men* 
tiond  to  his  desire  to  have  some  of  the  guard  if  they  should  be 
ncoeoiary,  yon  will  therefore  please  to  direct  that  a  sufficient  num- 
ber may  tomorrow  night  &  the  next  be  at  the  Guard  house  and  not 
he  absent  therefrom  bat  ready  at  a  minute's  notice  to  go  with  the 
naval  officer  upon  his  application  for  the  purpose  afores'd  your  indis- 
position will  prevent  you  from  attending  personally  to  this  business 
yourself  and  it  requires  the  most  profound  secrecy,  therefore  tho 
Sergeant  to  whom  the  management  of  the  men  must  be  committed 

»  See  Ool.  Bee,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  8«7. 
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nmst  not  know  of  it  'till  pretty  late  tomorrow  afternoon  and  tben 
a  pradential  cantion  given  tbat  no  Information  be  commnnicated. 
There  are  already  pretty  evident  proofs  of  a  anantity  of  goods 
brought  last  night  in  Waggons  bat  by  waiting  a  little  longer  it  is 
ezpeeted  to  effect  a  Covp  be  main,  after  what  is  said  above  I  need 
not  repeat  my  roqaest  that  you  keep  this  matter  secret. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  obdt.  Servt. 

JOHN  NICHOLSON, 

Jan.  5  1788,  Comptr.  Oen.  office. 


Capt.  Jambs  McLban  to  Prbs.  FbaneliK)  1788'. 

Philadelphia  Jany.  7th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  Just  now  been  honored  with  an  order  from  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  dated  the  5th  Inst  of  which  the  following  is  a 
Copy  viz. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia  Jany.  6th,  1788. 

Council  having  by  their  Resolution  of  the  22d  day  of  Maroh^ 
1786,  and  agreeably  to  an  actr  of  assembly  dated  the  22nd  of  Sep- 
tember 1785  directed  the  Comptroller  General  to  incorporate  a 
Corps  of  invalid  pensioners  for  the  express  purpose  of  Guarding  the 
publio  offices  in  the  State  house^  to  consist  of  one  Lieutenant,  two 
Sergeants  &  eighteen  privates.  Resolved,  That  the  Corps  so 
established  be  oontintued  and  the  Lieut,  as  commanding  Officer  is 
hereby  directed  to  consider  the  protection  of  the  different  publio 
offices  in  the  State  house  and  the  Treasury  as  his  first  principal  daty, 
and  that  in  extraordinary  cases  he  apply  to  the  Preisident  in  Council 
for  directions  &  orders.  *•' 

Extract  from  the  Minntes,  &o,* 

I  had  reed,  from  the  Comptroller  Oeneral  on  Saturday  last  the 
orders  contained,  in  the  letter  of  which  I  have  the  Honor  herewith 
to  inclose  your  £xoeIlenoy  a  Copy. — I  am  myself  confined  by  sick* 
ness  to  my  room  but  have  given  orders  to  my  first  Serjeant  to  be 
ready  conformably  to  the  directions  I  have  rood,  from  the  Comp- 
troller General  t  wait  your  Excellency's  orders  to  know  now\what  to 
do,  and  whether  I  shall  direct  or  prevent  their  going  with  the  naval 
officer  if  called  on  by  him.         I  am  your  Excellency's 

most  obdt.  Hble.  Servt. 

JAMES  McLEAN. 
Directed^  Com.  Pena.  Guards 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council. 

*  Bee  Col.  Rec.,  XV.^p.,865.  SOft. 
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Pees.  Frakiclin  to  Capt.  J.  McLban,  1788. 

Jan.  9;  1788. 
(Copy.) 
Sir, 

Not  being  in  Coancil  when  the  order  of  which  yoa  have  sent  me 
a  Copy  was  insaed,  I  am  not  well  apprised  of  its  motives  k  Inten- 
tions. I  cannot  now  see  the  Coancil  till  their  Meeting  to  morrow 
moroing.  In  the  meantime,  I  think  it  woald  be  well  for  yon  to  com- 
mnnieate  to  the  Comptroller  the  order  you  have  received,  that  so 
the  Naval  officer  not  depending  on  the  assistance  of  your  Men,  may 
apply  to  the  Sheriff. 

I  am  Sir, 
your  ham.  Servt. 

•B.  F. 
DirecUd, 

JamcB  MoClean  Esq.,  Capt.  of  the  Pen.  Ods. 


Fees.  Feankun  to  V.  P.  MuHLENfiBEG,  1788. 

Tuesday  Momg.  Jan.  8, 1788. 
Sir, 

Being  unable  to  come  to  Coundl  this  Morning  as  I  intended,  I 
send  the  inclosed  Letter  which  I  received  yesteniay  Evening  from 
Capi  McLean.  As  I  conceived  it  a  serioos  Business  to  invade  the 
House  of  a  Citiaen  at  Midnight  with  armed  Men,  on  Suspicion  of 
Smuggling,  1  did  not  think  it  fit  to  advise  a  Compliance  with  the 
Beqnintion  of  the  Comptroller,  especially  alter  such  an  order  had 
passed  the  Council ;  and  therefore  wrote  what  I  send  yoa  a  a  Copy 
of.  Yoa  will  with  the  Council  give  such  Directions  as  shall  appear 
proper  on  the  occasion. 

With  great  Respect, 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obedt.  servant, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 
Directedf 
Honble.  the  Viee  President. 
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yfu,  Bbadford,  Jb.  to  P&bs.  Franklin,  17S8. 

Jan.  10th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  perceive  by  a  publioation  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  signed 
Bicbard  Wells,  that  a  charge  against  me  has  been  made  by  that 
Qentleman  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council.  In  bis  Memorial 
respecting  the  Comptroller  General,  he  evidently  accuses  me  of  a 
Violation  of  my  public  duty  in  accepting  fee,  on  the  prosecation  of 
several  information,  in  the  name  of  Frederick  Phile,  quitam,  &e. 
To  your  Excellency  and  the  Council,  who  understand  the  nature  of 
my  connection  with  the  public  and  the  duties  inoumbent  on  me  ; 
this  charge  must  have  appeared  absurd  and  extravagant ;  and  as 
I  have  hitherto  received  no  intimation  of  it  from  your  honorable 
body,  I  presume  it  has  been  considered  as  unworthy  of  notice.  If, 
however,  the  memorial  which  contains  it  should  be  suffered  to  re- 
main on  your  files,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  this 
letter  may  remain  there  also,  that  those  who  m^  hereafter  read  the 
accusation  may  be  able  to  determine  on  its  Justice. 

That  my  official  duty  does  not  call  upon  me  to  assist  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  any  quitam  information  will  appear  from  the  opinion  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.  It  is  subscribed  by  all  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  that  are,  at  present  in  Town.  These  suits  may 
be,  and  generally  are  instituted,  without  authority  from  the  Council 
or  the  knowledge  of  the  Attorney  General.  They  are  conducted  at 
the  private  risque  of  the  informer^  and  by  such  Council  as  he 
chuses  to  emplov.  He  alone  is  answerable  for  all  oosts  &  expences 
&  liable  for  all  aamages  to  the  purty  injured  in  case  he  ahonld  foil. 
TiU  the  sentence  of  eondemnation  passes,  he  fights  the  Battle  alooe, 
unaided  by  the  State,  which  has  never  in  a  single  instance  borne 
any  part  of  the  expence  incurred  on  an  unsuocessAil  information. 
Whenever  I  happen  to  be  retained  in  these  causes  I  appear  as 
council  for  the  informer:  I  receive  my  recompenoe  from  him  &  not 
from  the  State ;  and  whether  a  proportionable  part  of  this  and  the 
other  Bxpences,  shall  be  borne  by  the  Commonwealth  is  a  matter 
in  which  I  am  not  at  all  interested.  Hitherto,  indeed,  it  has  been 
considered  as  reasonable  that  the  informer  who  runs  all  the  hazard 
&  encounters  all  the  Difficulties  &  unmerited  reproach  attendant  on 
the  prosecution,  should  receive  his  legal  Proportion  out  of  the  nett 
product  of  the  forfeiture :  the  expences  of  the  prosecution  being 
first  deducted  ft  the  residue  divided  as  the  law  directs.  Whatever 
the  state  thus  receives,  it  acquires  (by  the  private  Exertion,  of  the 
Individual  who  prosecutes ;)  without  any  nsk  <»*  Expenee  on  the 
part  of  the  public.  And  as  these  forfeitures  are  established  for  the 
great  purposes  of  Punishment  ft  Example,  not  of  immediate  revenae, 
Uiese  ends  wou'd  be  answered^  ft  the  Commonwealth  essentially 
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benefited,  even  if  the  whole  ferfeitwe  had  been  pven  bj  the  aot  to 
the  informer. 

The  salt  against  the  Ship  Atina  was  oommenoed  by  Mr.  Inffersol 
while  I  was  on  the  oircnit  with  the  Judge.On'my  return  home  I  was 
retained  as  assistant  Oonneil  in  the  Cause ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that 
josr  BzoeUenoy  &  the  Conneil  will  not  eonceive  that  I  viokto  my 
pablio  daty  by  attending  to  the  Business  of  my  Profesmon. 

This  groandless,  aoeusation  so  wantonly  made  without  the  least 
provoeation,  &  not  in  the  most  handsome  terms,  oould  never  have 
been  designed,  for  the  honord>lo  body  over  wfaioh  you  presidei 
What  purposes  were  to  be  answered  or  what  Passions  gratified  by  it 
I  shall  never  stoop  to  enquire.  But  I  trust  in  the  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Bzeoudve  of  Pennsylvania  that  they  will  never  oounte- 
nance  an  unmerited  attack  upon  the  chafaotbr  of  any  officer  or 
eitisen  of  the  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect 
Beepeot  &  Esteem, 

your  Ezcellenoy's  most  obed.  Serv't, 

W.  BRADFORD,  Jun. 
JHreeied, 

His  EzcelFy,  The  President  &c. 


Opinion  of  JuDGBg  of  Sup,  Court  on  duty  of  Att't 
Gbn'i.,  1788. 

At  the  request  of  the  Attorney  General  the  Subsoribers  certify  to 
the  honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  their  opinion,  That  it 
is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  that  officer  to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of 
any  quitam  information  or  other  penal  action ;  nor  has  it  ever  been 
considered  as  such,  either  before  or  sinee  the  revolution.  The  suit 
is  clearly  the  suit  of  the  informer,  &  not  of  the  State  until  Judg- 
ment ;  it  not  being  manifest  before,  that  the  Commonwealth  has  any 
interest  in  it.  The  Attorney  General  is  not  bound,  nor  has  he  any 
right  ex-officio  to  interfere  in  the  prosecution.  But  he  is  certainty 
at  liberty,  like  other  Gentlemen  of  his  professsion,  to  be  retained 
by  the  informer  and  whenever  he  is  so,  he  is  C9n8idered  as  advocat* 
ing  the  Cause  in  his  professional,  not  in  his  public  character. 

THO.  MoKEAN, 
WILL.  T.  ATLEE, 
GEO  BBTAN. 
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V.  P.   MUHLBNBERO  TO  Wm.  BRADFORD,   Att'Y  GkN., 

1788. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  to  Ootinoil  of  the  10th  instant  was  hid  before  the 
board,  &  I  am  directed  to  inform  yon,  that  from  joor  Letter  as  well 
as  the  Gertifioate  of  the  Judges,  The  Board  are  fuUj  satisfied  That 
jon,  as  Attorney  (General  was  not  bonnd,  or  had  any  right  ez-offioio 
to  interfere  or  carry  on  The  Prosecution  against  the  Ship  Anna. 
Your  letter  to  them  on  that  subject  they  have  no  Objection  to  your 
communicating  to  the  Public. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Tory  humble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERa,  V.  P. 
In  Council,  Philad%  January  12th,  1788. 
To  William  Bradford,  jun.,  Esq**,  Attorney  General. 


Wm.  Bradford  Jr.,  to  Council,  1788. 

Jan.  14, 1788. 
Sir, 

Understanding  that  the  publication  of  Mr.  Wells's  Memorial  has 
ffiven  birth  to  some  mistakes  respecting  the  nature  of  my  official 
duty,  I  request  permission  to  lay  before  the  public  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  your  Excellency  &  the  Council  upon  that  Subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Ezcell'ys  most  Obd.  servt., 
WM.  BRADFORD,  A.  Gen. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  The  President  In  Council. 


John  Nicholson  to  Prbs.  Frakklin,  1787. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  An  Abstract  of  the  Claims  of 
Penn^  i^inst  the  United  States  so  &r  as  they  have  been  adjusted, 
amounting  to^6,999,782,§jf  Dollars,  Principal  and  Interost,  to  Jan'y, 
1788. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  servant, 

JN«  NICHOLSON. 
Compt'r  Qenl's  Office,  March  31st.  1789. 
Directed^ 
His  ExceH'y,  the  President  in  Council. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  AEOHIVBB  1788; 


285 


Obkxral  Abstract  of  Aoooukts. — The  Statb  of  Pakk- 

bylvania  against  the  united  states,  1787. 


PriDoipal. 
Dollars,  90  8 

Pay  of  the  Army, 67,290  610 

Bepredatioii  on  Pay  of  tbe  Army,..  1,666,244  20  2 

Beomiting  the  Army,.... 282^164    8  6 

Moniee  paid  to  the  Continental  Re- 

quiffltioos  of  Oongress, 190,169  87 

Monies  paid  sundry  Officers  of  the 

United  States, 68,062  61 

Pay  of  MUitia, 683,066  62  1 

Flying  Camp, 32,666  60 

Spedfio  Supplies, 779,189  26  4 

Provision, 73,673  86 

Transportation, 4,821    8  2 

Forage, 96   4 

CloatWng, 24,060       3 

Contingent  Ezpenoes, 80,241  41  2 

Horses  purchased  in  1778, 14,196  66  6 

Ditto,  in  1780, 90,836    7 

Quarter  Masters  &  Commissar/s 

Certificates, 62,074  36  4 

Disbnrsements  in  the  Quarter  Mas- 
ter's Dep», 20,664  16  6 

Ditto,  in  the  Hospital, 8,547  13  7 

Ditto,  for  Prisoners  of  War, 472  68  4 

Militia  Pensioners, 2,018  60 

Expcnce  of  Deserters, 244  82  3 

Commissary  of  Issues  Dep*, 870 

Arms,     Amunition    &    Ordnance 

Stores, 261,837    4  5 

Fortifications, 117,669  60  8 

Continental  Powder  Works, 19,200 

Gun  lock  ft  Salt  Petre  Works, 82,622  16  4 

Naval  Armament  for  defence  of  the 

Bay  ft  River, 449,928  72  6 

Depreciation  on  Pay  of  the  Navy,..    82,608  46 
Sondry  Disbursements,  (blended,)..    72,666  60  6 

Amount,        6,026,348 13 


Interest  to  1st 

Jan'y,  1788. 

.  Dollars,  90  8 

14,609  8  2 

696,638  61  1 

88,486  61 

87,782  34  2 

26,876  74  1 
368,888  64  6 

311,439  67  2 
29,098  61 
2,124  20  & 
34  66  2 

8,348  9  1 
2,124  4  7 
8,292  62  7 
39,713  74 

28,931  3  2 

2,466  12  7 

2,436  39  2 

187  64  3 

702  4  1 

140  79  6 

78  25 

69,156  71  4 
41,669  21 1 

63,800  7  6 

81,548  2  8 
14,508  60  4 
46,667  68  6 

1,974,484  10 
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Seg'y  Bidble  to  Olehekt  Bibble,  (Marshal,)  1788. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  January  24th,  1788. 
Sir,. 

I  trauamitted  to  yoa  gome  time  ago  a  copy  of  a  Reaohition  of 
QoQiicil  requiring  all  officers  lately  appointed  by  Gonncil  forthwith 
to  enter  in  this  Office  the  Security  which  the  Law  directs.  I  am 
-now  to  inform  you  that  all  the  officers  called  upon  ba^e  complied 
with  this  resolution  except  yourself  and  must  earnestly  request  yoor 
early  attention  to  this  business. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  obedient  humble  servant, 
JAMES  TRIMBLE 
for  CHA&LES  BIDBLE,  Sec'y.* 
JDutcUd, 

Clement  Biddle  Bsq'r,  Marshall  of  the  Gowci  of  AdminOty. 


Lt.  Col.  John  Craig  to  Council,  1788. 

Qentlemcn, 

From  the  freauent  Applications  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  for. 
the  County  of  Northampton,  find  myself  Oblig'd  to  trouble  you  with 
an  EsUmate  of  their  demands  laid  in  Against  the  Lieut's,  Vis.,  Pay 
due  to  the  Adjutants,  Drum  and  Fife,  Majors,  Drummers  and  Fifers^ 
and  to  the  Officers  making  a  return  of  the  male  white  Inhabitants, 
printer's  Bill  and  Stationary. 

For  the  discharffing  of  the  same  I  Request  an  Order  on  the 
Treasurer  of  the  County  of  Northampton,  to  be  paid  but  of  the 
Mililia  Fines  of  said  County,  for  which  the  Subscriber  will  be 
Acoountablcf 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 
Tour  most  Obed't  H'ble  Servt., 

JOHN  CRAIG,  Lieut. 
Jan'y  SOlh.  1788. 
Directed^ 
The  Hon'Ue  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Col  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  page  864. 
t  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XV.,  page  890. 
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An  Abfiiract  of  Ezpenoes  due  on  Muster  Days  for  Six  Baiiallions. 

£        8.  d. 
Adjatants,    ...... 

Dram  and  fife  Majors^    .... 

Drammers  &  fifers  wages^      .... 

Officers  making  a  return  of  *  the  Male  White  In- 
habitants,       ..... 

For  Drums  &  repairing  Drums,  •  .  « 

Stadonary,    ...... 

Printing,  ..... 

Total.        JE217  00  0 


9  00  0 

6  00  0 

125  00  0 

53  00  0 

20  00  0 

2    5  0 

1  15  0 


Y.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  Delegates  in  Oongrbss,  1788. 

In  Counoil, 
Philadelphia,  February  5th,  1788. 
Oentlemen, 

By  direction  of  Council  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a 
resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  with  regard  to  the 
porchase  of  a  Tract  of  Country  on  Lake  Erie. 

Council  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  them  such  information 
on  the  subject  as  may  be  in  your  power— -especially  on  that  part 
which  relates  to  the  Estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  to  purehase,  and 
for  what  sum  other  Lands  belonging  to  The  United  States  in  those 
parts  were  sold.  It  may  likewise  be  necessary  to  obtain  information 
respecting  the  Western  Boundary  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to  know 
how  far  uie  same  extends  along  the  Pennsylvania  Line  in  order  to 
make  an  Estimate  of  the  Quantity. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  Bespect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 

Hon'ble,  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 

♦  Elected  V.  P.  Oct.  Zlst,  1787— CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  808. 

Vol.  XI.— 11 
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Joseph  Pbbkin  to  Wm.  Hbnky,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  Feb'jSth,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  Jiave  herewith  Sent  joq  a  retam  of  all  the  Mnsqnets  ft  Baynettes 
I  have  roo'd  from  The  difrant  Battalions  of  Oitv  Militia,  which  I 
find  fall  far  Short  of  what  I  expected,  Tho'  no  reans  on  mj  Part 
hath  Been  Spar'd  to  Collect  them  in. 

Musqs.   Bays. 
2Battolion,         ...  106       74 

8      do.       .  .  .  86       54 

4      do.  .  106       45 

6      do.       .  .  .  71       46 

6      do.  .  29       14 

Of  Cap.  Stiles,  .  .  133       61 

531     295 
I  am  not  famished  with  an  account  of  what  have  Been  collected 
from  the  Seventh  Battalion,  aa  mj  People  are  out  a  Collecting,  But 
am  Informed  by  Col.  Coats  there  are  very  few  in  that  Bat'n. 
I  am.  Sir,  with  respect, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

JOSEPH  PERKIN.* 
WiUiam  Henrey,  Esquire. 

N.  B.  There  will,  I  Think,  be  at  least  100  of  Those  I  have  Reo'd 
which  will  Be  condemnd. 


V.  P.   MUHLKNBBBG  TO   GoV.   OF  CoNNBCTICUT,    1788. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  February  11th,  1788. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency,  Doctor  Franklin,  president  of  this  State,  being 
indisposed.  Council  have  directed  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Excellency's  favor  rehttve  to  John  Franklin— «  State  prisoner 
now  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  City.  Tour  Excellency  will  perceive 
by  the  enclosed  Besolutiont  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
this  State,  in  compliance  with  your  Excellenc/s  friendly  interposi- 
tion, have  mitigated  the  severity  of  Franklin's  confinemant  as  much 
as  lay  in  their  power — ^but  as  his  admittance  to  Bail  depends  on  an 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  890. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  885,  88G,  894. 
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set  of  the  Legislatare,  and  the  General  Assemblj  are  not  oonven'd 
at  preaenty  OooDcil  will  probably  reoommend  bis  eaae  to  the  next 
House;  provided  the  Inhabitants  of  Wyoming  oontinae  their  present 
peaceable  disposition. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

With  great  Respect^ 

Your  EzceUenoj's  most  obedient  servant^ 
P.  MUHLENBBRO,  V.  P. 
His  Bxoellency,  Sam.  Huntington,  Bsq.,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Oonnecticut. 


Sbcy.  op  Congrbss  to  P&es.  Fbakelik,  1788. 

(Circular,) 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 
February  15th,  1788. 
Kr, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed  an  act  passed  the  12th  instant  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  for  granting  Sea  Letters  to  American  vessels 
bound  on  long  and  distant  voyages.  That  the  mercantile  part  of 
yotff  State  may  be  fully  informed  of  this  act,  I  have  to  request 
the  ikvour  of  your  Excellency,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  it 
to  be  published  in  the  public  papers,  or  made  known  to  them  in 
such  other  way  as  your  Excellency  shall  think  proper. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excelleooy's  most  obedient^ 
&  most  Humble  Servant, 

CHA^  THOMSON. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  801. 
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Qjss.  Enox  to  Pbbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

War  office^  February  16tfa,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  aoknowledga  the  receipt  of  yoar  favor  of  the 
2nd  instant,  stating  the  dispute  of  rank  between  Captains  Zeigler 
and  Ferguson,  and  also  covering  the  certificate  of  the  promotions 
and  appointment  in  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania  troops  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  made  by  the  Executive  Council  on  the  26th 
of  November  1787 — ^To  wit :  Lieutenant  Ashton  prompted  to  be  a 
captain,  vice  Finney  resigned — the  senior  Ensign  promoted  to  be  a 
Lieutenant,  vice  Ashton  promoted,  and  Robert  Thompson  appointed 
to  be  an  Ensign. 

Your  letter  contained  the  first  intimation  of  the  dispute  alluded 
to — Early  after  the  formation  of  the  present  corps,  I  directed  the 
commanding  officer  to  assemble  the  other  field  officers,  and  the  in- 

rtor,  as  a  board  to  settle  the  relative  rank  of  all   the  officers  of 
regiment — But  the  dispersed  and  distant  situation  of  the  several 
companies  prevented  a  compliance  with  my  orders. 

On  considering  the  subject  of  rank  of  the  officers  on  the  present 
military  establishment,  it  appeared  perfectly  reasonable  to  me,  that 
all  the  commissions  should  be  dated  on  the  day  of  the  resolve  of 
Congress  which  gave  existence  to  the  corps. — That  unless  this  point 
were  made  a  principle,  officers  might  loose  or  gain  what  they  regard 
as  an  esential  right  from  the  accidental  circumstances  of  the  legia* 
lature  of  the  State  to  which  they  were  attached  meeting  a  little 
earlier  or  later  as  the  case  might  be,  accordingly  the  commissions 
were  all  dated  on  the  12  th  of  April  1785,  and  the  settlement  of  their 
relative  rank  was  left  to  the  judgement  of  the  field  officers. 

But  as  the  resolves  of  October  1786,  augmented  the  troops,  by 
which  officers  might  be  introduced  on  the  same  grades  with  those 
previously  in  service,  it  became  necessary  to  hold  up  the  principle, 
that  officers,  in  the  service  of  the  Union  should  in  cases  of  original 
appointments,  take  rank  from  the  dates  of  the  acts  of  Congress  by 
which  they  were  raised,  notwithstanding  any  difference  of  relative 
rank  during  the  late  war. 

In  holding  up  this  idea  as  a  principle,  I  did  not  think  it  ought  to 
operate  prior  to  April  1785. — ^The  corps  raised  for  one  year  by  the 
resolve  of  Congress  of  the  8rd  of  June,  1784, 1  considered  merely 
as  militia,  and  I  conceive  this  conclusion  was  fuUy  authorised,  as 
well  by  the  letter  as  the  spirit  of  the  said  resolve,  and  that  such 
temporary  service  ought  not  in  equiiy,  nor  could  not  with  military 
propriety  be  estimated  as  a  counterballance  for  the  established 
relative  rank  which  might  have  subsisted  for  several  yean  of  tho 
late  war. 

Notwithstandinff  my  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  troops  raised 
by  the  resolve  of  June,  1784,  the  Executive  Council  possess  tho 
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tigbl  on  an  original  appointementy  to  arrange  tbeir  officers  aa  they 
please,  bni  perhaps  they  may  on  oonsideration  be  of  opinioni  that  it 
might  oondnoe  to  the  harmony  of  the  serrioe  to  leave  the  decision 
of  the  present  dispute  to  a  board  of  field  officers. — If  so,  and  yon 
shonld  be  pleased  to  intimate  snch  disposition  to  me^  I  will  direct  the 
oommanding  offioor  aooordiogly — ^I  do  not  conceive  that  the  service 
can  snflfer  any  degree  of  injury  by  the  time  such  reference  would 
require  as  the  present  stations  of  the  two  officers  are  greatly  sepa- 
rated. 

I  should  be  much  obl'ged  by  being    informed,    whether  any 
measure  have  been  taken  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  in  con- 
sequence of  the  requisitions  of  Congress  of  the  3rd  of  October  last, 
for  replacing  the  troops  on  the  frontiers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 
your  most  obedt.  &  very  humble  Servant, 

J.  KNOX.* 


Col.  •  Andrew  Portbr  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

Gentlemen, 

Agreably  to  you  request  I  have  herein  drawn  up  a  Pescription  of 
the  Country  lying  between  the  northern  boundaries  of  this  State  and 
Lake  Erie,  west  of  the  State  of  New  York,  viz. 

The  soil  will  come  under  the  description  Tolarable  good.  The 
Conntary  is  clear  of  Mountains  and  but  very  little  broken  with 
Hills.  In  many  parts  of  it  are  very  rich  Tracts  of  land,  and  some 
parts  are  rather  wet  &  swampy. — It  abounds  with  a  mat  variety  of 
Timber,  such  as.  Sugar  Trees,  Beech,  Ash,  Hickory,  nlack  Red  and 
White  Oak,  Chesnut,  Cherry,  Hemlock,  White  Pine,  Sycamore, 
Elm,  Gowcamber,  Aspen,  Birch,  Poplar,  Walnut,  &c. 

From  the  north  west  Comer  of  this  State  the  general  direction  of 
Lake  Erie  is  North  65^  East  for  upwards  of  sixty  Miles,  so  that  the 
angle  made  with  the  northern  boundary  Line  is  25^ 

The  Bay  of  Presque  Isle  is  a  safe  Harbour  for  shippiog  and  the 
only  one  (on  this  side)  from  Oayaboga  to  the  lower  end  of  the  Lake. 
The  distance  from  Presque  Isle  to  Lbl  Bauf,  on  the  French  Creek 
is  about  15  miles,  and  the  ground  sufficieutly  firm  to  admit  of  a 
good  Road  the  whole  way  with  little  or  no  Bridging. 

The  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  N.  York  has  not  yet  been 
ascertained,  probably  it  may  fall  a  few  miles  East  of  the  Canawango 

*  Ool.  Reo.,  XV.  p.  894, 
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Biver.— Thifl  River  id  beatable  to  tbe  upper  end  of  Obadagbqiie 
Lake,  from  thenee  there  is  a  portage  of  abont  9  Miles  to  Lake  Erie. 
•  Th»  aboTe  described  Tract  of  Country  may  oontun  between  7 
and  800^000  Acres. 

^  I  am  with  Respecti  Gentlemen, 

your  obedt.  Humble  Servt. 

ANDW.  PORTER.* 

DtrecUdf 

His  EsccUency  the  President  and  Supremo  Executive  Council 
Pennsylvania. 

Inddrsedj 
Montgomery  County,  Febry.  16th,  1788. 


Wm.  Armstrong  to  Council,  1788. 

Norriton,  February  16lib,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  your  Honorable  Board  I  have  looked 
over  some  of  my  notes  Taken  when  out  on  the  line  last  summer  & 
find  that  after  we  Cross'd  the  Alligane  river  the  last  time»  there  was 
much  of  a  sameness  in  the  Country  both  as  to  Timber  &  Soile  on 
and  near  the  line  and  a  greater  Variety  of  Wood  on  the  same  space 
then  I  ever  saw  in  any  other  part,  a  krge  Proportion  of  which  was 
Beach,  Sugar  maple  &  ash,  The  soile  in  general  appears  rich  the'  I 
believe  ratner  Cold  for  some  kind  of  grane,  But  well  adapted  to 
grass.  The  Countrv  in  general  is  midling  Flat  and  level  but  more 
Particularly  so  on  the  heads  or  sorces  of  the  small  stremes  that  Emty 
into  the  alligani  river,  all  the  waters  running  into  the  Lake  having 
a  better  Current  &  shorter  distenoe  to  run.  The  high  dry  grounds 
have  moderate  ascents  and  appear  Pleasant  &  very  few  stone  to  be 
seen  on  the  surface,  the  waters  of  French  Creek  and  the  Conno- 
wonge  both  afiford  a  good  Boat  Navigation  to  within  a  small  distance 
of  the  Lake.  I  could  not  see  that  at  and  near  the  Lake  it  was 
more  subject  to  Early  frosts  then  many  parts  much  more  to  the 
southward.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  Equal  in  value  to  any  Equel 
Quantity  of  land  on  the  West  side  of  the  alligane  river  within  the 
lines  of  the  state,  according  to  Information  we  Receiv'd  from 
(Capt.  Wm.  Morris  one  of  the  Commissioners  from  the  state  of  New 
York)  that  the  line  of  session  from  New  York  to  the  United  States 
would  strike  the  line  of  our  State  at  or  near  the  190  mile  stone. 

*  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  882. 
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Tho'  that  18  Irat  matter  of  opinioii  fimnded  on  bia  InforBialtDn  at  any 
rate  we  stall  Inolude  a  large  part  of  the  Margen  of  the  Lidce  with 
the  onlj  harber  on  it  which  is  Priquelle. 

I  remain  with  much  Esteem, 

yonr  Honors  most  Obedient| 

&  very  hnmble  Servt 

WM.  ARMSTBONG  * 

Directed^ 
The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Andbbw  Ellicott  to  Pkbs.  Pranklik,  1T88. 

Baltimore,  Peb'y  19th,  1788. 
Sir, 

From  the  Face  of  the  Map  we  returned  to  the  Supreme  Exeou* 
tive  Council  last  December,  of  the  Country  thro'  which  we  passed 
with  the  Northern  Boundary  of  the  State;  it  appears  plain  that  the 
iituatioB  of  seyeral  places  demands  the  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
The  first  is  at  the  Month  of  the  Conawango  Biver ;  the  second  at 
the  Mouth  of  French  Creek,  where  the  old  Venango  Fort  stood ; 
and  the  Aird  at  the  head  of  the  Navigable  Water  of  French  Creek 
at  Fort  Le  Beuf.  It  is  probable  that  the  House  of  Assembly  may 
want  some  particular  information  relative  to  th'e  situation  of  those 
places  and  the  surrounding  Conutry.  I  intend  being  in  Philad'a 
some  time  next  week,  and  if  required,  shall  with  pleasure  make  such 
Gommunioations  as  have  fell  within  my  knowledge. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  Your  Hble.  Servant, 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 
Indorsed, 

1788,  February  19th.    From  Andrew  Ellioott^  Esq.     Bead  in 
GonnoU  25th  of  FeVy,  1788.    Ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Committee  upon  that  part  of  the  Message  which  relates  to  the  pur- 
chase of  land  bounding  upon  Lake  Erie. 
Dwededj 

His  Excelleney,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


— ^ ^  — ^-^  — 

*  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  882. 
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David  Rbmck'to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788, 

To  His  Excellenoy,  BeDJamin  Franklin^  and  the  Honorable  the 
Ooanoil. 

This  Country  has  never  experienced  a  Winter  more  severe.  The 
Mercury  has  been  at  this  place  12^  below  the  extreme  cold  point;  at 
Moekkigdum  20,  and  at  Pittsburg  within  the  bulb  or  bottle.  The 
difference  may  be  accounted  for  in  part  bv  the  inland  situation  of 
this  place,  and  greater  and  lesser  quantities  of  ice  at  the  others. 
It  has  been  altogether  impossable  for  me  until  within  these  few 
days  past,  to  stir  from  the  Fire-side.  On  Tuesday  last  I  went  with 
several  other  gentlemen  to  fix  on  the  Spot  for  laying  out  the  Town 
opposite  Pittsburgh,  and  at  the  same  time  took  a  general  view  of 
the  tradk,  and  finds  it  far  inferior  to  my  expectations,  although  I 
thought  I  had  been  no  stranger  to  it.  There  is  some  pretty  low 
ground -on  the  Rivers  Ohio  and  Alagania,  but  there  is  but  a  small 
proportion  of  dry  land,  which  appears  any  way  valuable  either  for 
Timber  or  Soil ;  but  especially  for  soil,  it  abounds  with  high  Hill 
and  deep  HoUows,  almost  inaccessable  to  a  Surveyor.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  if  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Moon  are  capable  of  receiv- 
ing the  same  advantages  from  the  earth,  which  we  do  from  their 
world,  I  say,  if  it  be  so,  this  same  famed  tjrack  of  land  would 
afford  a  variety  of  beautifiil  lunar  spots  not  unworthy  the  eye  of  a 
Philosopher. 

I  cannot  think  that  ten  acre  lotts  on  such  pitta  and  hills  will 
possably  meet  with  purchasers,  unless  like  a  pig  in  a  poke  it  be  kept 
out  of  view.  Would  it  not  be  more  advantage  to  the  State  if  the 
Legislature  would  alter  the  law — ^That  a  Town  and  a  reasonable 
number  of  out  lots,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Town  be  laid  out, 
the  remainder  of  the  lands  be  laid  out  200  acre  lots  fronting  on  the 
River,  where  practicable  and  extending  back  so  as  to  include  the 
hilly  and  uneven  ground,  which  might  be  of  some  use  to  a  farm. 

I  cannot  believe  but  that  Col.  Lowry  and  Col.  Irwin,  both  mem- 
bers of  the  assembly,  and  who  knows  the  land  well,  will  on  oonsi- 
deration  be  of  opinion  with  me,  that  small  lots  on  the  sides  of  those 
hills  can  never  be  of  use  for  any  purpose  but  as  above  mentioned. 
Perhaps  Council  may  think  proper  to  lay  the  matter  before  the 
Legislature.  I  shall  go  on  to  do  the  business  as  soon  as  the  weather 
will  admit,  and  before  I  shall  have  proceeded  further  than  may  ac- 
cord with  the  plan  here  proposed,  I  may  have  the  necessary  infor- 
mation, wheather  to  go  on  as  the  law  now  directs,  or  not. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  and 

the  Honorable  the 

Council's  most  ob.  servt., 

DAVID  REDICK. 

Washington,  19th  Feb.,  1788. 
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Estimate  of  ooksibbration  to  Indians  for  TKiANeLB 
AT  Lakb  Erib,  1788. 


10  Piooea  of  Une  Stroad, 
100  White  Bnffled  Shirts, 
20  pp  8  point  Match  Goats^ 
60  21  Ditto, 

80  yards  of  Soarlet  Fhonel, 
14  yards  Searlet;Broad  Clotliy 
60  Gallioo  Shirts, 
20  Castor  Hats, 
6  Doi.  Combs,  (oourse.) 
2  Boi.  lyory  Ditto, 
20  lb.  VermUlion, 
00  Gallons  Barbadoes  Rum, 
2  Quarter  Casks  Gnnpowder, 
600  lb.  Lead, 
800  lb.  best  Leaf  Tobaooo, 

8  pieees  of  Gartering, 
10  Dos.  Pipes. 


v^ 


Waggonage,  Hire  of  Boats, 
Transportation  of  different  kinds 
Hoar,  &  difbient  kinds  of  ProTisions. 

CommissioneRi  Bxpenoes  of  varioos  kinds, 


w^  will  oost  ab«    je876  0  0 


Spedal  Presents  to  be  made  to  Principal  Chiefii, 

ab* 


ab«    260  0  0 
ab    260  0  0 


76  0  0 
£960  0  0 


I  beg  leave  to  inform  Council  that  it  appears  to  me  the  above 
Estimate  would  not  be  more  than  a  sufficient  Consideration  for  the 
Claim  w^  the  6  Nations  have  to  the  Triangular  piece  of  Land  which 
this  Commonwealth  hath  in  contemplation  to  purchase  of  s'  Indians. 

FEA.  JOHNSTON. 

Peb'y  21, 1788. 

♦  Se«  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  393. 
11* 
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Bbpobt  &  P&ocESDiNGS  OF  Landholdbbs,  1788. 

Wednesday,  Feb'y  27th,  1788. 

At  a  meetiDg  of  a  nnmber  of  Landholders,  &o.,  James  Moore 
appointed  Chairman,  The  Committee  appointed  at  last  General 
meeting  on  Friday  evening,  the  22d  Instant,  made  the  following 
report,  viz : 

The  Committee  of  the  Landholders  of  Lnzeme  and  Northampton 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Montgomery  Connty  in  Newyork,  beg  leave 
to  report  that  they  have  confered  with  and  made  enquiries  of  seve- 
ral persons  acouainted  with  the  Country  above  mentioned,  and  find 
an  uniform  opinion  prevailing  among  them,  that  the  most  useful 
road  which  can  be  laid  out  therein,  must  run  from  the  place 
known  by  the  name  of  Pocomo  point  along  the  ridge  dividing  the 
lesser  waters  of  the  Delaware  from  those  of  the  Susquehanna,  (or 
the  Moosic  mountain)  up  to  Mount  Ararat,  &  that  upon  a  careful 
consideration  of  such  facts  as  could  be  ascertained  oonceming  the 
nature  of  that  Country,  they  found  very  strong  reasons  for  adopt- 
ing the  same  opinion,  wherefore  they  unanimously  recommend  to 
the  Landholders  to  take  immediate  and  effectual  measures  for  laying 
out  and  opening  a  road  as  nearly  in  a  direct  line  from  Pocomo  point 
to  Mount  Ararat  as  may  be  found  practicable. 

The  Committee  are  also  fully  convinced  that  to  secure  all  the 
attainable  advantages  of  the  measure  now  in  oontemplation,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  the  views  of  the  Landholders  should  be  extended 
to  the  opening  of  two  forking  roads  from  the  road  above  mentioned, 
the  one  to  the  line  of  Newyork,  at  the  carrying  place  between  the 
river  Delaware  and  the  bend  of  Susquehanna,  and  the  other  towards 
the  Mouth  of  Tioga  Creek.  The  Committee  found  it  impossible  to 
asoertain  with  precision  the  expence  of  this  undertaking,  but  they 
conceive  the  sum  of  Five  hundred  pounds  will  be  sufficient  to  open 
a  two-peroh  road  from  Pocomo  point  to  Mount  Ararat,  on  which 
may  be  formed  a  Judgment  of  the  whole  expence.  For  obtaining 
the  Funds  necessary  to  accomplish  the  opening  of  the  several  roada 
above  described,  your  committee  recommend  that  a  subscription  be 
immediately  opened  to  be  offered  to  all  such  persons  in  this  State  & 
in  Newyork,  as  are  interested  in  the  Lands  above  mentioned,  as  well 
as  to  all  owners  of  water  Estates,  and  of  lots  in  the  Northern  and 
Northwestern  parts  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  Liberties, 
whose  property  will  be  considerably  advanced  by  the  settlement  of 
that  Country.  They  also  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Land- 
holders, the  propriety  of  an  application  to  the  Legislature  for  their 
aid  in  a  matter  that  will  so  greatly  promote  the  domestic  &  foreign 
Commerce,  &  the  internal  resources  of  the  State. 

In  order  to  carry  the  above  plan  into  execution,  your  Committee 
further  recommend  that  persons  be  appointed  to  obtain  subscriptions 
to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  a  treasurer,  the  appointment  of  whom 
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they  also  recomiaeiid^  ft  that  a  Committee  of  teven  peorMma,  (of 
whom  five  to  be  a  quorum,)  be  also  appointed  to  make  applioaiioa 
to  the  Legiakture  and  to  lay  out,  in  opening  the  roada  above  meiD«« 
tionedy  such  monies  as  the  Legislature  may  be  pleased  to  grant  oe 
which  private  penons  may  subscribe.  After  maturely  eonudering 
the  aamo;  it  vras  agreed  to,  and  Uiereupon  unanimously 

X^solvedj  That  the  following  Oentlemen  be  appointed  a  Oom« 
mittee  for  the  purpose  of  applying  to  the  Legislature  for  their  aid, 
and  the  other  purposes  eipressed  in  the  report,  via :  John  Nieholson, 
Henry  Drinker,  Tench  CozOi  Mark  Wilcox,  Tench  Fraiieis^  James 
Wilson  and  Reynold  Keen. 

Reudvedj  That  Samuel  Powell,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Treasurer. 

Eetolvedf  That  the  following  Gentlemen  be  appointed  to  reoeive 
subsoriptiona. 

(Not  named.) 

Reiolved,  That  The  Committee  for  applying  to  the  Legislature,  &o., 
be  requested  to  have  subscription  papers  printed,  and  distributed  to 
the  Gentlemen  appointed  to  solicit  and  receive  subscriptions,  and 
perform  all  other  matters  for  carrying  the  object  of  this  meeting 
into  effect,  and  that  the  Gomnfittee  shall  call  a  General  Meeting  of 
the  Landholders  as  soon  as  circumstances  may  make  it  necessary. 

Adjourned. 
Iftdanedy 

Report  of  the  Landholders  in  the  County  of  Lnseme.  Commis- 
Bioners  appointed,  April,  1788. 


Motion  of  Mr.  Irvine  in  Congress  respecting  Pur- 
chase OF  Erie,  1788. 

Motion  of  Mr.  Irvine^ 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  boundary  line  which  hath  been  lately 
run  between  the  States  of  New  Tork  and  Pensylvania,  that  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  latter  extends  some  distance  into  Lake  Erie,  by 
which  a  narrow  strip  of  land  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  lake  and 
on  the  south  by  said  State^  will  be  cut  off  from  the  Territory  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

And  whereas  by  the  several  Acts  of  Cession  of  territory  by  the 
States  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts  to  the  United  States — a  cer- 
tain line  therein  described  is  to  be  drawn,  by  which  the  said  States 
are  to  be  boanded  on  the  west — and  it  is  just  and  proper  that  said 
line  and  boundary  should  be  ascertained  and  fixed,  as  well  in  order 
to  secure  peace  and  harmony  in  the  United  States  as  amongst  those 

*TThi8  appears  to  be  a  roogh  draught  of  the  proceedings,  and  is  not 
signed.  See  Col.  Rec.»  Tol.  XV.,  p.  425.  The  resolutions  are  in  the  hand 
writing  of  J.  Nicholson.    See  Smith's  Laws,  Vol.  II.,  442. 
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more  immediatelj  concerned,  and  Otticeos  thereof  who  nmy  hereafter 
beoome  iDhabitaats,  and  that  the  lightfal  owners  of  the  §oil  and 
Jmiadiotion  maj  be  enabled  to  diepoee  of  the  eaaie  or  otherwise 
appropriate  it  as  th^y  shall  think  best 

Besolyedi  That  the  Geographer  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  as 
soon  as  may  be,  to  prooeed  (in  oonjunotion  with  agents  or  Gommis- 
rioners  in  behalf  of  New  York  and  Massaehnsetts  in  case  they  shall 
think  proper  to  appoint  snob)  to  rnn  a  line  and  ascertain  the  western 
limits  of  the  said  States  of  New  York  and  Massaohasetts  conformable 
to  their  Acts  of  Cession  to  the  United  States. 

Febmary  25th,  1788. 
Beferred  to  Mr.  CLARKE, 

Mr.  IRVINE, 

Mr.  ARMSTRONG, 

Mr.  WADSWORTH, 

Mr.  BROWN. 

The  Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Irvine,  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, Mr.  Wadsworth  and  Mr.  Brown,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
Motion  of  Mr.  Irvin,  submit  the  following  resolution ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Geographer  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  directed,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  accurately 
rnn  and  ascertain  by  himself  or  deputy  duly  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  line  of  Cession  from  the  States  of  New  York  and  Massa- 
shnsetts,  between  lake  Erie  and  the  Northerly  boundary  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  line  is  to  be  run  on  a  Meridian  twenty  miles 
west  of  the  most  westerly  bent  of  the  river  or  strait  between  Like 
Brie  and  Niagara. 

That  the  Geographer  inform  the  Executives  of  the  States  of  New 
York  and  Massachusetts  of  the  time  of  running  said  line,  in  order 
that  they  or  either  of  them  may,  if  they  think  proper,  have  persons 
attending  at  .the  time. 

That  the  said  Geographer  or  his  deputy  having  run  the  said 
Meridian  line  between  lake  Eric  and  the  State  of  Pensylvania  and 
marked  and  noted  down  in  his  field  Book  proper  land  marks  for  per- 
petuating the  same,  shall  proceed  to  make  a  survey  of  land  lying 
west  of  said  line  between  lake  Erie  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
so  as  to  ascertain  the  quantity  thereof,  and  make  return  of  such  sur- 
vey to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  who  are  hereby  authorized  and 
impowered  at  any  time  before  or  after  such  survey  to  sell  the  said 

tract,  either  in  whole  at  private  sale  for  a  price  not  less  than 

per  acre  in  specie  or  public  securities,  drawing  Interest,  or  in  parcels 
at  public  auction  after  giving  three  months  notibe  of  the  time  and 
place  of  sale,  provided  the  price  per  acre  in  such  sales  shall  not  be 
less  than  the  price  above  mentioned. 

N.B.  The  within  is  a  Copy  of  the  proceedings  had,  on  the  subject 
mentioned  therein,  which  is  now  suspended,  l^e  Delegates  of 
Massachusetts  have  sent  to  that  State  for  instructions,  as  &e  right 
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of  aoil  fitlh  to  them  within  the  western  boundary  by  an  agreement 
between  them  &  New  York.     Both  these  States  mast  acquiesce  in 
the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  line  as  they  are  parties  concerned 
agreeable  to  the  true  intent  &  meaning  of  the  Cession  &o. 
Indorsed, 

VeVj  25th)  1788.  Copy  of  General  Irvine's  motion  in  Congress, 
lespecting  the  lands  bounding  on  Lake  Erie  and  on  the  North  Line 
of  this  State. 


Sbc't  Biddls  to  John  Nicholson — ^Abms,  1788. 

Secretary's  office,  Philadelphia  Feby.  25, 1788. 
Sir, 

By  direction  of  Council  I  am  to  request  you  will  inform  them 
what  steps  have  been  taken  by  you  in  compliance  with  the  Reso- 
lution of  Council  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  Publio  arms  that 
have  been  delivered  from  time  to  time  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the 
different  Counties. 

I  am  Sir  with  respect, 

your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  BIDDLE,  Secy. 
Directed — ^To  John  Nidiolson  Esqr.,  Comptroller. 


V.  ?•  MUHLBNBBBG  TO  GoV.  RANDOLPH,  OF  Va.,  1788. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  February,  25th,  1788. 
Sir, 

By  the  direction  of  Council  I  do  myself  the  Honeys  to  enclose 
your  Excellency  some  papers  relative  to  a  Negroe  said  to  be  the 
property  of  a  Citiacn  of  Virginia  one  Barton  who  claims  him  as  the 
property  of  Capt.  Hines  in  St.  Croix  is  very  anxious  to  have  his 

Snnishment  remitted,  in  order  to  convey  him  to  St.  (Jroix.  Council 
ave  no  objection  to  liberate  the  Negro  &  restore  him  to  his  real 
owner — ^yet,  so  long  as  a  probability  remains  that  he  is  the  property 
of  a  Citizen  of  the  United  States,  They  do  not  seem  inclined  to  send 
him  off.  If,  from  an  investigation  of  the  matter,  it  should  appear  « 
that  the  Negro  is  the  property  of  a  Citiaen  of  Virginia,  Council  will 
(on  receiving  such  information  from  your  Excellency)  with  pleasure 
restore  him  to  his  owner. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
P.  MUHLENBEBG,  V.  P.* 
His  Excellency  Governor  Randolph,  of  Virginia. 

*  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  896,  416.    See  answer,  page  266. 
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Wm.  Bradford,  Att't  Gkn.,  to  Pres.  Franklin — Bank- 
rupt Laws,  1788. 

Sir, 

It  baviDg  lately  been  determined  in  the  Supreme  Conrt,  npoQ 
Argument,  that  the  Bankrupt  Laws  do  not  affect  the  proceedings  on 
the  bonds  given  to  the  Colleotor  of  the  Port,  and  that  an  execution 
may  be  issued  againt  the  persons  of  the  defendants,  I  pray  the  advice 
of  Council,  whether  all  further  proceedings  must  be  staid,  on  those 
suits  where  the  defendants  are  declared  Bankrupts,  or  whether  I 
must  proceed  to  Bzecntion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most  Obed.  Serv*, 

W.  BBADFORD,  jun.* 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  The  President  in  Council. 
Indorsed^ 

Feb'y  27, 1788. 


Matthew  Clarkson  to  Sec't  Biddlb,  17  88, 

Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  Letter  of  this  date,t  communicating  the 
information  which  the  Honorable  the  Council  have  received  from 
Mr.  Hopkinson, ''  that  it  is  three  weeks  since  ho  applied  to  me  for 
an  account  of  such  property  as  came  into  my  hands  in  which  the 
United  States. were  interested,  and  that  he  cannot  obtain  any 
answer.*' 

Mr.  Hopkinson  applied  to  me  by  Letter  dated  the  12th  instant 
(five  days  short  of  three  weeks,)  requesting  me  to  furnish  him  '<  with, 
an  account  of  prizes  condemned  in  this  State  during  the  war,  taken 
by  Vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  or  in  which  the  United 
States  were  anywise  interested,"  and  adds,  that  "Benjamin  Walker, 
Esq.,  Comm'r  of  Accounts  for  the  Marine  Department  at  New  York 
vhad  demanded  such  an  account."  This  is  the  oftfy  application  he  has 
made  to  me  upon  the  subject. 

I  did  not  conceive  that  an  immediate  complyance  was  so  neces- 
sary as  to  oblidge  me  to  lay  aside  all  other  business  to  attend  to 
this ;  an  intimation  to  the  contrary  would  have  prevented  the  trouble 
that  has  been  given  to  the  Honorable  Council  upon  the  occasion 
(how  properly  they  will  judge,)  tho'  it  would  have  deprived  Mr.  H. 
of  the  pleasure  of  prefering  a  Complaint. 

*  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  397-8  f  Ibid.  898. 
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As  I  have  no  Clerk  I  must  make  out  the  Acooants  myself,  which 
shall  be  done  as  early  as  possible.     I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
commanicate  this  to  Gouncil. 
1  am.  Sir, 

your  most  obed.  Sery't, 

MATTH.  CLARKSON  * 
February  28, 1788, 

P.  8. — I  beg  leave  to  add  that  <iU  the  Accounts  now  required 
have  been  rendered  by  me,  many  years  ago,  to  the  respective  Agents 
for  prises,  appointed  by  Congress;  with  whom  alone  I  had  anySiing 
to  do  oonceming  them. 
Directed, 

Charles  Biddle^  Esquire. 


DELS0ATBS  IH   CONaHESS  TO    V.  P.    MuHLBNBERa. — EbIB, 

1788. 

New  York,  Feb'y  28th,  1788. 
Sir, 

We  reoeived  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  Feb'ry  &  should  not  have  so 
long  delayed  our  answer  oould  we  have  sooner  given  any  aatisfaotory 
information  to  either  the  Council  or  the  House. 

With  respect  to  the  quantity  of  the  tract  nothing  can  be  conjeo* 
tured  with  accuracy  &  as  the  estimate  you  require  must  be  founded 
principally  on  this  fact,  we  have  as  a  first  step,  originated  an  enquiry 
by  motion  in  Congress  which,  should  its  progress  be  unobstructed, 
will  at  once  decide  the  size  &  property  of  the  Tract,  should  it  fall 
within  the  United  States,  the  price  will  not  in  all  probability  exceed 
one  Dollar  in  certificates  per  acre,  &  if  within  the  fitaite  of  Massa- 
chusetts, much  less  as  that  State  cannot  well  exceed  tbe  terms  of 
the  New  York  Land  office. 

The  moment  Congress  come  to  any  act  on  this  subject,  we  shall 
have  the  honor  of  communicating  it,  &.are 
with  the  highest  respeet, 

your  most  obeclient 

&  most  humble  servants, 

WM.  IRVINE, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jb., 
JAMES  R.  REID.f 
DirecUJ, 

Hon.  Peter  Muhlenberg  Esq.,  Pbilada. 
By  the  Hon.  Coll.  Howard.^ 

«  See  Col.«Kec.,  XV.,  p.  898. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  892. 
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Kbpokt  to,  and  Bbsolvb  of,  Gsnbral  Assembly, — 
Pdrchasb  of  Ebib,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsylyania, 

In  General  Assembly, 

Friday,  Feboary  29, 1788,  A.  M. 

Tbe  Oommittee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  meaaage*  which 
respeots  the  purohaee  of  a  troot  of  oountry  beyond  the  northern 
boundary  of  this  State,  made  report,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion, 
and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  aeoond  time,  and 
adopted  as  follows,  yiz^ 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  Council 
respectbg  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  on  Lake  Erie  beg  leave 
to  report, 

That  in  their  opinion  the  purchase  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  is  an 
object  highly  worthy  the  attention  of  this  State,  therefore  o&r  tbe 
following  resolution. 

Resolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  authorised  to 
negodate  with  the  United  States  for  such  tract  of  country  as  may 
appear  to  be  their  property  on  Lake  Erie  adjoining  to  the  northa*n 
boundary  of  this  State,  and  report  to  the  Qeneral  Assembly  the 
terma  required  by  Congreaa  witii  an  estimate  of  all  the  other  ex- 
pences  which  in  their  opinion  may  be  neoessary  for  compleating  the 
purchase. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass.  Clk. 


DsLBaATBS  IN  CoNGRBSS  TO  Pabs.  Fbanklin,  1788. 

New  York,  2d  March,  1788. 

Tour  Excellency  will  find  inclosed  a  report  of  the  Board  of 
Treaa'y  on  a  motion  made  by  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylv'a,  ''for 
placing  the  sum  of  78,642t  Dels,  of  the  bills  of  credit  of  '81  to  the 
debit  of  the  Gen.  account  of  said  State  with  the  United  States. 

The  Board  reports  against  the  motion  &  the  presumption  is  that 
some  act  of  Congress  will  soon  follow.  It  will  be  our  object  to 
prevent  this  for  a  week  or  ten  days  during  which  time  we  would  beg 
to  be  honored  wtth  the  advice  and  instructions  of  Council  on  the 
subject.  This  will  be  the  more  necessary  as  from  some  circum- 
stances or  other  all  the  documents  of  the  last  year's  delegation  on 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  892. 

t  See  page  41-46,  also  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  405. 
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this  point  have  been  lost  &  not  a  eingle  paper  of  the  many  which  I 
know  were  furnished  in  support  of  ue  claim  of  y  State^  has  come 
down  to  either  Oen.  Irwin  or  myselt 

I  amy  Sir;  with  the  highest  respect 
your  Ezoellenoy's 

most  obed't  serv'ti 

J.  ARMSTRONG,  Jr., 

for  the  Delegation. 
Directed f 
Hu  Ejccelleney,  The  President  of  the  S.  E.  Gouncil. 

IndoTiedj 

Read  in  Council,  March  6th,  1788,  and  referred  to  the  Comptroller 
General  together  with  the  inclosure  for  his  consideration  and  report. 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 
for  CHARLES  BIDDLB,  Seo'y. 


Joseph  Mitchell  to  Pbbs,  Franklin,  1788, — City  Lots. 

Worthy  Sir, 

Intending  for  England  in  the  year  1765,  Mr.  John  Hughes  Pro- 
posed to  me  to  make  it  worth  my  while  if  I  would  undertake  it; 
which  was,  that  he  wonld  procure  a  Catelogue  of  a  great  number  of 
Purchasers  of  Land  ^m  Wm.  Penn,  in  England,  Several  thousands 
of  acres  neyef  yet  taken  up  by  the  Purchasers,  &c.,  which  he  made 
no  doubt  I  might  Purchase  very  Cheap.  Mr.  Hughes  then  was  in 
high  yongh,  and  was  lookt  upon  in  general  to  be  a  Stanch  man  for 
the  good  of  his  Country  ]  his  Proposals  was  Such  that  I  Concluded 
to  Join  with  him  and  John  Lukens ;  instead  of  their  Sending  of  bills 
with  me,  they  apply'd  to  you.  Sir,  for  a  Letter  of  Credit  for  one 
ttionsand  pounds  Sterling  for  themselves,  but  for  my  use  as  I  was  in 
partoenhip  with  them,  in  Case  I  made  any  Such  Purchases  as  was 
Laid  down  in  the  Catelogue;  you  may  remember  that  you  was  present 
at  Clapham,  August,  1765,  when  I  Setled  with  Mr.  Henton  Brown 
Ibr  my  own  money  that  I  had  Lodged  and  received  from  him — And 
abo  for  the  money  that  I  had  rais'd  on  your  Letter  of  Credit  for 
them;  you  also  wrote  to  them  by  me,  to  remit  that  money  the  first 
Opportunity.  I  ariv'd  at  Philadelphia  the  day  of  the  Election.  Mr. 
Hughes  was  then  in  Such  bad  State  of  Credit  about  the  Stamps  that 
he  kept  his  bed.    Prudence  made  me  avoid  going  there,  that  our 
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iffiiiiB  might  remaiik  a  Seorek;  Imt  he  finding  that  he  Gonld  never 
wipe  away  the  Clamour  of  the  People  againai  him,  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Brown  to  sue  me  for  the  money  I  reeeiv'd  on  the  Letter  of  Credit, 
pointing  forth  that  I  was  Liable  for  it,  beoanae  it  waa  given  in  my 
name.  Bat  should  I  fail,  he  or  they  would  be  acoonntable  for  it. 
I  was  sued  and  intended  to  stand  trial,  bat  Considering  by  it  the 
partnership  would  be  made  known,  I  paid  the  money  Least  I  shoald 
hazard  the  Loss  of  all.  I  apply'd  to  the  Council  by  my  Son  several 
times,  some  years  past,  with  such  purchases  as  was  to  be  laid  before 
them,  being  informed  by  the  present  Council  One  Charles  Cecil*  put 
in  a  Claim  to  a  part  of  a  wrigfat  that  I  had  purchased.  The  Oouneil 
seen  Cause  to  Cite  me  before  them  the  19*^  of  Februaty  last,  as  to 
Cicil's  and  ray  Claim  to  City  Letts.  I  attended,  hopeing  to  have 
seen  your  Honour,  but  the  vice  president  and  Council  appears  to  ma 
to  be  desirous  to  do  Justice  to  the  first  Purchasers,  which  is  the 
hight  of  Justice ;  because  they  were  the  People  that  enabled  Wm. 
Penn  to  begin  the  setling  of  this  flourishing  Province.  '1  hough 
numbers  of  them  never  Came  here,  nor  any  for  them,  as  appears  by 
near  one  hundred  thousand  acres  not  yet  token  up.  .  The  Purchase 
money  being  paid,  as  appears  by  their  standing  on  record,  and 
from  under  Wm.  Penn's  own  hand  and  Seal  to  his  Commisdoners, 
here  to  lay  out,  or  cause  to  be  Laid  out,  such  number  of  acres  aa 
stands  against  every  man's  Purchase ;  when  apply'd  for,  many  that 
attempted  to  Come  here  to  take  up  their  own  wriffhts,  was  impowered 
by  Several  to  take  up  their  wrights  for  them,  out  by  aooedents  at 
Sea  and  Deaths  here,  many  lost  their  Leases,  and  their  heirs  lost  their 
Wrights.  One  George  Evans,  a  Purchaser  of  10,000  acres,  by  hia 
Coming  here,  and  many  others  with  him,  it^s  d*  they  were  Cast 
away ;  his  great  Grand  Children,  as  Clearly  appeared,  offiar'd  to  Sell 
their  wright  to  me;  the  number  of  a^  was  Iwge;  I  requested  of 
them  to  aply  to  Penn  fbr  his  Liberty  to  take  it  up.  A  certain  Lord 
aeompanied  them  there,  and  myself  also ;  tiieir  business  was  made 
known  to  Mr.  Penn  by  that  Lord }  he,  Penn,  demanded  a  sight  o€ 
the  Lease,  and  Belease  for  it ;  they  gave  their  answer,  as  above,  why 
they  had  it  not  Mr.  Penn's  answer  waa,  that  he  knew  nothing  dF 
any  such  a  purchase.  I  was  CalM  upon,  and  £Hd  Declare  that  George 
Evans  stood  upon  Beoord  in  Wm.  Penn's  books  in  Pennsylvania,  aa 
a  Parohaser  of  10,000  acres  not  yet  taken  up;  he  reply'd,  &c.,  that 
he  know'd  nothing  about  it  without  he  seen  the  Lease  and  fie&ease 
of  it ;  thus  they  were  Choust  out  ef  their  wright,  altho'  they  had 
leoeiv'd  pay  for  it  more  than  eighty  years  before,  otherwise  it  would 
not  have  stood  upon  Beeord  here.  These  proceedings  of  thesra  is 
well  known  to  you.  By  Mr.  Hughes^s  Direotions,  I  purohas'd  some 
thousands  of  acres  without  the  L^mcs  ;  as  they  still  remain  untaken 
up,  I  would  hope  for  your  fiivouraUe  opinions  in  justice  to  the  first 
Purchasers  and  myself,  havdng  paid  their  Great  ^and  Children  and 
Grand  Children  for  them.    But  I  must  rest  this  with  yon,  and  in 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  423,  424,  460,  480,  481. 
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the  mera  time  remain  your  humble  Servant,  tho'  »  Deoiiped  being 
this  many  years.  " 

JOSEPH  MITCHELL  * 

To  the  Honorable  President^  &c. 

March  4^*,  1788. 
Indaneinf 

1788;  March  4th.  TVom  Joseph  Mitchell  tonching  his  Claim 
to  City  Lots.— Read  in  Council,  March  16th,  1788,  and  Tuesday 
apfNMQted  for  considering  the  same. 


Phinbas  Bond,  Bwtish  Consul,  to  Prks.  Franklin,  1788. 

Sir, 

The  public  Papers  inform  me  some  Proceedings  have  lately  been 
had  in  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Penn^Hama  relatiTe  to  the  recom- 
mendatory Besohe  of  Congress  to  the  different  States  to  repeal  all 
Laws  inoonsistent  with  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

I  conceiye,  Sir,  with  great  Deference,  this  may  be  a  fit  Season  to 
make  some  few  Bepresontations  upon  some  Points  which  rather  press 
upon  the  Interests  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain ;  &  shall  think 
myself  extremely  honored  in  an  Opportunity  of  suggesting  to  your 
Excellency,  or  to  the  honorable  Council,  certain  matters  which 
appear  to  mre  to  be  worthy  of  Kotice. 

The  very  favorable  Disposition  manifested  by  the  Government  of 
P^nsylvania,  &  by  your  Excellency,  to  improve  every  Object  of 
national  Justice,  and  to  restore  the  commercial  Intercourse  with 
foreign  Countries  to  its  former  State  of  Reputation  &  Security,  induces 
me  to  hope  eveiy  well  founded  Suggestion  will  be  candidly  received^ 
&  every  just  Ground  of  Exception  speedily  reformed. 

With  Sentiments  of  the  most  profound  Bespect,  I  have  the  Honor 
to  be 

your  Excellency's  most 

faithful  &  most  obd*  Sorv*, 

P.  BOND.f 

Seoond  Street,  March  7, 1788. 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

«  Gol.  Beo.,  XV.,  pp.  409,  418.  428,  488,  440,  449,  477, 473,. 481,  486. 
t  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.,  XV.,  pp.  408,  410,  416. 
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Timothy  PicKBBiNa  to  V.  P.  MuHLBNBEEa,  1788. 

Wilkesboro',  March  10, 1788. 
Dear  Sir, 

With  much  pleasure  I  inform  yon  that  last  week  we  held  the 
ooorts  of  qaarter  sessiozis  &  common  pleas  in  perfect  quiet.  So  mach 
bosinesB  had  resulted  to  this  from  the  two  preceeding  termSy  in  the 
pleas,  that,  joined  with  two  or  three  criminal  prosecutions  in  the 
sessions,  the  court  was  fully  occupied  from  Tuesday  till  Saturday 
evening.  Some  of  Franklin's  quondam  officers  were  on  the  grand 
&  petit  juries,  &  behaved  unexceptionably  well.  There  is  every 
appearance  of  a  determination  to  admit  the  regular  execution  of  the 
laws. 

I  am,  respectfully  &  affectionately, 

dear  sir,  your  obed^  serv*, 

T.  PICKERING. 
Dtm^d— The  Hon"*  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Esq',  Philadelphia. 


Got.  Randolph  ot  Va.,  to  Pbks.  MuHLBinBBRQ,  1788. 

Richmond,  March  10, 1788. 
Sir, 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  late  favor*  concerning  the 
negro,  now  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  I  communicated  it  to  Hr.  < 
Stephen  Tankard,  his  supposed  owner.  That  gentlemen  lost  thirteen 
negroes  during  the  British  invasions,  and  from  every  conjeotarBi 
which  he  can  make  on  the  lights  which  he  has  received,  he  is  satis- 
fied of  his  title.  My  acquaintance  with  him  enables  me  to  say  that 
he  is  an  honest  man,  and  that  great  reliance  may  be  put  in  his  asser- 
tions. I  have  therefore  advised  him  to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible 
to  Philadelphia,  promising  at  the  same  time  to  write  to  you,  in  order 
that  the  negro  may  be  detained,  until  his  arrival.  The  situation  of 
his  family  matters  will  not  suffer  him  to  go  off,  until  the  latter  end 
of  the  present,  or  the  beginning  of  the  next  month. 
I  have  the  honor  Sir,  to  be, 

with  great  respect 

y'r  mo.  ob.  serv't, 

EDM.  RANDOLPH. 
P.  S.^  Mr.  Tankard  describes  the  negro  as  well  as  his  memory 
serves,  in  the  following  manner. 

He  is  about  5  feet,  8  or  9  inches  high — broad  over  the  breast — 
his  colour  somewhat  inclined  to  a  mulatto,  speaks  thick,  is  about  36 
years  of  age,  and  has  rather  small  legs. 
Directed,     On  Public  Service, 

To  the  Honorable  P.  Muhlenbergh,  Esq.,  of  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

«  See  page  249,  also  Col.  Rec,  306,  416. 
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ObBINANOB  A9D  STORBS  BBLONGINa  TO  PfllLADBLPHIA 

Militia  Abtillbrt,  1788. 

General  Retarn  of  Ordnanoe  and  Stores  belonging  to  the  Regiment  of 
Philadelphia  Militia  Artillery,  Commanded  by  the  Honourable  Thomaa 
Mifflin,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Golcmel. 

Belonging  to    Belonging  to 
the  U.  S.  Penn'a. 

.  I  12  Fdrs, 0 2 

S  I  6}  Fdrs 1 0 

5  I    4P'drs, 4 0 

I    8  P'drs, 1 0 

Limbers, 0 8 

Drag  Ropes, 0 8 

TUlers, 0 8 

Worms,  12  P'drs, 0 2 

Ladles,  12  Fdrs, 0 2 

Lint  Stocks, 0 8 

Port  Fire  Stocks, 0 8 

Budge  Brl's, 0 8 

Rammers  and  Sp'gs, 0 8 

Gunner's  Belts, 0 8 

Priming  Horns, • , 0 2 

Drifts  and  Spikes, 0 0 

Tubes, 0 0 

Port  Fire, 0 0 

Slow  Match  H'ks, 0 4 

Quick  Match, 0 0 

Fuses 0 0 

Gun'rs  Quadrant, 0 ^ 0 

Labartory  Appar's, 0 0 

Carbines, 0 0 

Cutlashes, 0 0 

Men's  Harness, 0 1 

Sheep  Skins, 0 0 

Sponge  Tacks, 0 100 

Saws, 0 ? 0 

Pitching  Axes, 0 0 

Spades, 0 0 

Gin, 0 0 

Amunition  Boxes,.., 0 11 

Fixed  Amnnition, 0 0 

Slings, 0 2 

Spare  Carriages, .....0 4 

Handspikes, 0 8 

Powder  Horns, 0 .2 

The  whole  unfit  for  service. 
Philftdelphia,  March  14th,  1788. 

ANTHONY  WRIGHT, 

Acting  Qr.  Mr.  Artillery. 
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CoifMrmiB  09  WAT6  AKD  MBAN8  TO  Y.  P.,  MUHLBRBBEO, 

1788. 

Sir, 

In  the  examinatioii  of  the  Statement  of  the  finances  fnrniahed  by 
the  Comptroller  Gen'l,  some  difficnltjs  have  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  &  means  which  they  wish  to  Consult  Counoill  upon, 
they  have  appointed  five  of  their  No.  for  that  purpose,  and  when- 
ever ooanoil  shall  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  time  they  will  be  glad  to 
attend  them* 

I  am  sir,  with  great  respect 

y'r  mo.  h'ble  Servt, 

THOS.  FITZSIMONS,* 
Chairman  Committee,  ways  &  means. 
JHrectedj 
To  H'ble  P.  Muhlenberg,  Esqr.,  V.  P.,  Council. 


Council  to  John  Nicholson,  1788. 

In  Council, 

PUlad'a,  March  15th,  1788. 
Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday  I  am  directed  to  inform  you 
that  the  whole  of  the  Chester  County  Militia  fines  mentioned  in  the 
resolution  of  Council  of  the  seventeenth  of  January  last,  are  to  be 
reduced  to  7  dollars. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Sec^-t 
Directed, 

To  John  Nicholson,  Esq'r. 

*  See  Cd.  Reo.,  V.  XV.,  p.  410,  411. 
t  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  870,  418. 
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Sharp  Delaky  to  Goukcil,  1788. 

Sir, 

In  obedienoe  to  the  order  of  The  Hon'ble  The  Supreme  Ezecntive. 
Council,  The  annexed  report  is  offered  to  their  oonsideration.    I  re- 
quest a  decision  as  soon  as  possible  as  Mr.  Orr's*  duties  hs^s  been  due 
for  some  considerable  time. 
I  am  Sir, 

jour  most  Obed't  hamble  Servant, 

SHARP  DELANT,  CoU'r. 
Indorsed^ 

March  18th,  1788. 

RjiPORT. 

Thomas  Orr  arrived  here  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  goods  as 
set  forth  in  April,  1787,  &  then  thought  it  a  hardship  to  pay  aliens 
duty,  as  he  came  with  an  intention  to  settle.  On  his  goods  arriving 
the  ensuing  fall,  he  refused  paying  the  aliens  duty,  as  he  had  taken 
an  house,  paid  taxes,  &  offered  to  take  the  oath  of  Allegiance,  (which 
he  has  since  done)  and  comply  with  every  requisition  neoessary  to 
entitle  him  to  the  priviliges  of  Citizenship.  1  then  informed  him, 
that  my  construction  or  opinion  of  the  law  could  be  no  loss  to  him  if 
the  Honorable  The  supreme  Executive  Council  should  be  of  opinion 
be  was  not  an  alien  or  foreigner  under  the  law  as  I  should  then  be 
directed  to  remit  the  duty  on  which  he  signed  Bonds  and  the  matter 
lay  over  for  the  determination  of  Council.  The  words  of  the  law 
are,  **  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  goods,  wares 
^  A  merchandise  imported  into  this  State,  by  any  alien  or  foreigner, 
u  and  not  bona  Me  oonsign'd  to  some  citizen  of  this  State,  shall  pay 
*<  an  additional  impost  of  Two  Pounds  per  Centum,  upon  the  Value 
'<  thereof,''  (geo'n  8,  page  241,  passed  15  Maich,  1787.) 

My  doubts  are  whether  a  person,  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance 
paying  taxes,  renting  a  house  &o.,  may  be  ranked  as  a  citizen  in  a 
commercial  Line,  though  not  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  citizen- 
ship under  the  6th  section  of  the  framh  of  government.  My  private 
opinion  was  in  fiftvor  of  the  memorialist,  founded  on  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  section,  which  originated  &  was  drawn  up  by  me  in 
order  to  oblige  transient  persons  to  pay  an  equivalent  with  our  own 
citizens,  as  I  had  frequently,  opportunities  of  knowing  aliens  coming 
here  with  goods,  takuig  a  store  for  a  few  months,  and  then  going  off 
with  the  produce  of  their  cargoes,  &e.,  without  either  paying  ihd 
State  or  oihet  taxes. 

Mr.  Orr's  aUen  duties,  amounted  to  the  eonsiderable  sum  of 
X158  6  6. ' 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  416,  416. 
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Opinion  ov  Att't  Gbnbral  ok  Gitizbnship,  1788. 

Upon  the  within  cam  I  am  clearly  of  opinioii  that  Thomas  Orr  at 
the  time  of  importing  the  goods  referred  to,  was  ^^an  alien  or  foreigner" 
within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  March;  1787.  At  that  time  he  had 
resided  in  this  State  only  six  months,  &  had  not  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  His  intenHon  of  becoming  a  citizen,  mnst  be  evidenced 
by  the  two  overt  acts  prescribed  in  the  constitution :  and  if  any 
dedarcUiom  of  such  intention  could  be  admitted  the  act  would  easily 
be  evaded.  Mr.  Orr,  is  not,  even  at  this  moment,  a  citizen,  th^re 
is  no  certainty  that  he  will  ever  be  one,  for  he  may  either  remove  or 
die,  before  the  twelvemonth  expires.  The  terms  of  citizenship  are 
clearly  defined  in  our  constitution,  &  are  the  same  for  the  mei^hant 
that  they  are  for  others.  Mr.  Orr  therefore  not  being  a  citizen, 
must  of  course  be  comprehended  under  the  terms  "  alien  or  for- 
eigner,'' &  as  such  b  liable  to  the  duty  imposed  on  persons  of  that 
description. 

WM.  BRADFORD,  Jr. 


Bill  Rbbpscting  Wyoming  Introduced  in  Assbmbly, 

1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

In  General  Assembly, 

Thursday,  March  27,  A.M.,  1788. 
The  Bill,  entitled, ''  A  further  act  for  dieting  the  dtaturbances 
at  Wyoming,  and  for  confirming  to  certain  persons  called  Connec- 
ticut Claimants,  the  Lands  2>y  tl^em  claimed  within  the  County  of 
Luzerne,''  was  read  the  second  time  and  debated  by  paragraphs. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  transcribed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed 
for  public  consideration. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly, 

A  further  act  for  quieting  the  disturbances  at  Wyoming,  and  for 
confirming  to  certain  persons  called  Connecticut  claimants^  the  lands 
b^  them  daimM  within  the  County  of  Luzerne, 

SiOT.  I.  Whereas  in  attempting  to  execute  the  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  entitled,  '<  An  act  for  ascertaining 
and  confirming  to  certain  persons  called  Connecticut  claimants,  the 
lands  by  them  claimed  within  the  county  of  Luieme^a^d  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,'^  it  has  been  found  much  more  expen- 
sive than  was  at  first  expected,  as  well  aa  extremely  difficult  to 
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uoertftiD  tbe  different  iBterfcring  olaiiiiSy  at  Well  of  ibo  Feunqrh 
hadholders,  as  those  of  the  Conneci^itt  olftimaiite. 

^d  whereas  the  oommiaiionen  appoinied  for  adjuatiDg  and 
aettling  the  claims  aforesaid,  have  not  been  supported  in  the  exeen- 
tion  of  their  oommisaioni  but  have  been  interrupted,  insulted,  and 
personally  abused  in  the  prbsenoe  of  those  people  whose  duty  and 
iDtesest  it  was  to  support  them :  And  whereas  it  is  but  just  and 
reaaonable  that  the  sud  Conneotiont  claimants  should  at  least  be  at 
the  ezpence  of  settling  and  addusting  their  own  claims ;  therefore, 

SxOT.  XL  £e  it  enacted^  and  it  is  her^  enacted  by  ike  Repre- 
eeniattvee  of  ike  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn^vania  in 
General  Auemhly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  samsy  That  all 
and  every  of  the  seventeen  townships,  whioh  were  petitioned  for  by 
said  Connecticut  claimants,  by  the  name  of  Salem,  Newport,  Han* 
over,  Wilksborougfa,  Pitstown,  Northumberland,  Putnam,  Mush* 
hoppin,  Springfield,  Claverlck,  Ulster,  Exeter,  Kingston,  Plymouth, 
Huntington,  Bedford  and  Providenoe,  agreeable  to  their  original 
butts  and  bounds,  be  and  they  are  hereby  confirmed  to  such  of  them 
as  were  actual  settlers  there,  at  or  before  the  termination  of  the 
claim  of  tbe  State  of  Gonneotiout  by  the  decree  of  the  congressional 
court  at  Trenton  to  be  by  them  settled,  aocordiog  to  their  original 
holdings  in  any  way,  whioh  they  may  judge  most  convenient  to 
them. 

Sect.  III.  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforeaaidy 
That  tbe  Sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  Luzerne  shall  within 
dajs  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  notify  the  Connecticut  claimants, 
in  one  or  more  of  tbe  news-papers  published  in  tbe  city  of  Philadel- 
phia and  in  Connecticut,  as  well  as  by  handbills  set  up  in  tbe  most 
publio  places  in  the  respective  townships,  to  meet  at  such  time  and 
place  or  places  as  he  shall  appoint,  to  elect  by  ballot,  one  suitable 
person,  he  being  a  freeholder  within  the  said  county,  for  a  patentee 
for  siuoh  township;  and  the  claimants  so  assembled,  shall  within^ 
five  days  after  such  election,  make  return  of  the  persons  names  and 
places  of  abode,  who  shall  be  highest  in  votes,  to  the  said  Sheriff 
who  shall  within  ten  days  after  such  return  or  returns  come  into  his 
hands,  transmit  the  same  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this 
State,  who  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  direct  the  Secretary 
of  the  Land-Office,  to  issue  a  warrant  in  the  name  of  each'  of  the 
persons  who  shall  be  so  elected  and  returned  to  them  for  each  re- 
spective township,  for  which  he  shall  be  so  as  aforesaid  elected, 
which  warrant  shall  be  directed  to  the  Surveyor  General,  command- 
ing him  to  cause  a  resurvey  to  be  made  forthwith,  of  such  township, 
agreeable  to  their  original  butts  and  bounds  and  to  make  return 
thereof  without  delay,  into  the  Surveyor  General's  Office  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  upon  every  such  return  a  patent  shall  issue  in  tbe  name 
of  such  patentee  who  was  so  as  aforesaid,  elected  and  returned  in 
trust  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  Connecticut  claimants  in  that  town- 
ship, clear  of  expense  except  for  making  out  the  patent,  for  which 
Vol.  XI— 12 
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.tliQj  aliall  pay  the  usaal  feos  of  offioe.  And  etery  Deputy  Sorreyor 
in  whose  district  Uie  Umnsfaip  shall  happen  to  be,  shall  for  eaoh  and 
erery  sorvey  by  bim  made  and  returned  aa  aforesaid^  receive  the 
nanal  fees  and  no  more. 

Sbctf.  IV.  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  auAority  aforesaidy 
That  in  ease  of  the  deatfa|  neglect  or  refusal  to  serve^  of  any  or  either 
oi  the  said  patentees,  then  and  in  every  snob  ease,  all  the  powers 
wbioh  was  so  as  aforesaid  conveyed  to  them,  shall  immediately  be  in 
the  Protbonotary,  Sheriff  and  Ooronor  of  the  said  oonnty  of  Lnaerne 
for  the  time  being,  in  tmet  as  aforesaid,*  which  Prothonotary,  Sheriff 
and  Coroner,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  from  time  to  time  have  fall 
power  and  authority  to  transfer,  convey  and  make  over,  all  or  any 
part  of  snob  township  which  shall  so  fall  under  their  direction  aa 
fully  and  as  amply  as  the  original  patentee  could  have  done  agreeable 
to  the  original  intent  and  meaning  oCthis  act. 

Seot.  V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforeeaidj 
That  when  the  Connecticut  claimants  by  Uieir  proper  representative, 
do  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  application  to  counsel  for  confirmation 
of  their  respective  townships,  as  aforesaid,  within  months  after 

the  publication  of  this  act,  then  and  in  every  such  case,  thedaimanta 
to  sdbh  township,  which  shall  not  be  applied  for,  as  is  herein  before 
directed,  shall  be  forever  after  barred  from  any  right  or  claim  to  the 
same. 

Philadelphia :  From  handbill,  printed  by  Thomas  Bradford, 
Indorsed^ 

Wioming  Bill,  published  for  consideration,  but  never  enacted. 


PROPOSAL  FOR  State  Boad,  1788. 

To  The  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Bxeontive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Subscriber  desirous  of  being  appointed  to  open  the  State 
road  lately  laid  out  from  Frankstown  on  Juniata  River,  over  the 
Alegany  Mountain  to  the  Mouth  of  Loyalhannah,  Do  propose  to 
open  the  same  for  Eighteen  Pounds  ^  mile,  fifty  feet  wide,  (Except 
in  such  Places  as  may  Require  Diging,  wbioh  shall  bo  twelve  feet,) 
or  if  it  is  thought  necessary  to  contract  the  Width  as  much  as  tbe 
Contraction  is  less  as  much  less  will  be  taken  for  compleating  the 
work  by  the  Publicks  Humble  Scrvt. 

AND'W  NELSON. 

8l9t  March,  1788. 
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A    SXAIS  Olr    RBPaSSSNTATIpN  UK  CONGRBSS  7QR   MaB^ 

1788. 

The  follQWiBg  ia  n  smmnarj.  of  the  monthly  table  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  Congress  (in  detail)  for  each  l^tat^.  The  States 
were  represented  :a^-  follows^  vk. :  • 

5  States  on  1  day,  8  States  on  1  day, 

6  do      "  2    «  9      do    «  1     <' 

7  do      «  11 '« 

Three  members  from  Penns*,  yiz.:  Messrs.  Iryine,  Armsttong  & 
Beid,  attended  every  day  daring  the  month,  except  ona — when  only 
one  member  was  present. 

All  the  States  except  Rhode  Island  were  represented  during  th6 
Bession — ^New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  South 
Carolina,  without  interruption.  The  other  States  occasionally,  not 
fully,  and  Georgia  represented  only  on  one  day. 


Jambs  CuNNcraHAM,  SuBvvTOja  op  Dbprbcuxioit  Lanm^ 
TO  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

The  Bufaflcriher  begs  leave  to  lay  befiim  his  Ezcelleney  Benjamin 
Franklin,  £fl()«re,  and  the  Honorable  the  Snpreme  B&^eutive  Conn* 
eil,  a  Statement  of  the  Surveys  made  by  him  in  the  Depreoiatioit 
lands  in  the  year  178d**-A  general  Draft  of  whioh  was  returned  int^ 
the  Sorveyor  Generars  Office  in  January,  1786  (together  with  sepa* 
rate  Drafts  of  eaoh  Tract). 

In  March  following,  309  Tracts  were  sold  under  the  direotion 
of  the  Honorable  Council.  At  different  periods  since  that  time, 
I  have  received  fees  for  276  Tracts,  Amounting  (at  £3  10a. 
each)  to  £966 

and  remains  yet  due  on  83  Tracts  yet  unpaid  115    10s. 

...  Amount        £1081  10 


Paid  Survevor  General  acceptance  fees  for  309  Tracts  1  £ey  ra  q 
at  £3  98.  each^  j 

The  nbowe  buainesa  was  performed  at  coniiderftble  risqn^  aa4 
expoenre;  the  subeoribisr  iioda  himself  agreivedia  beiiig  detained 
out  of  the  feed  due  to  him  on  the  above  mentioned  Tracts  i  more 
especially  as  he  has  long  i^ince  paid  to  the  Surveyor  GenieriJi  an 
aoeeptance  fee  for  309  Traota  (the  protviety  of  whioh  the  Honorable 
Counoil  will  Judge). 

Requesting  your  Honorable  Board  to  take  this  matter  into  i 
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sideration,  mnd  grant  sach  relief  as  your  Honors  may  think  Jnst, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  subscribing  myself^  with  Sentiments  of  sinoere 
respect  and  esteem. 

Tour  most  obedient,  Humble  Servant, 
JAMES  CUNNINGHAM. 
1st  April,  1788. 
P.  S. — ^The  Soryeyor's  fees  alluded  to  was  paid  in  May,  1786. 


Judges  op  Supebmb  Court  to  Council,  1788. 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  humbly  certify,  that  the  within  Petitioner, 
John  Brown,*  was  tried  before  us,  that  he  had  Counsel  assigned  him 
in  his  challenges  and  to  make  his  defence,  and  upon  a  fair  hearing 
was  conTicted  by  an  impartial  jury,  on  evidence  entirely  satisfactory 
to  us ;  that  he  was  informed,  that  instead  of  the  sentence  of  death, 
he  was  in  titled  to  crave  the  punishment  inflicted  for  such  an  offence 
by  the  Act  of  Assembly  for  the  amendment  of  the  penal  Laws  of 
thi%  State,  and  that  ag*'  the  earnest  recommendations  of  the  court  to 
do  so,  he  obstiiAtely  refused,  and  insisted  for  the  sentence  under 
the  former  Laws  being  pronounced  a^^  him,  which  was  at  length 
passed. 

We  conceive  it  proper  to  inform  Council  that  the  Petitioner  is  an 
old  Offender,  and  was  pardoned  in  the  year  1785  for  a  Burglary,  in 
order  that  they  may  the  better  be  enabled  to  determine  upon  the 
length  of  time  he  ought  to  labour  for  the  Public  on  oondition  of  a 
Pardon,  to  which  indulgence  We  have  no  particular  objections. 

THO.  M'KBAN, 
GEO.  BRYAN. 

Philadelphia,  April  5th,  1788. 

His  Excellency  the  President  &  the  Hon'ble  Supremo  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Norris  Town  Jeal,  April  2*,  1788. 
To  His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  governor  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Honorable  Council ;  the  Homble 
Petion  of  John  Brown,  Languisbiog  Prisoner  Confined  in  this  Jeil, 
under  Sentance  of  Deth.  i  our  Poor  petioner  Labours  under  the 
most  painfull  Confindment  Distatude  of  friend  but  Ood  and  your 
Honours,  your  Poor  Petioner  Humbly  Sheweth,  that  During  bis 
Trial,  having  No  body  to  speak  in  his  Behalf,  Neither  Was  I  allowed 
any  body  to  speak  in  my  Behalf.    I  Humbly  Beg  that  your  Hoooun 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  428.— He  was  ordered  to  be  executed  on  the 
12th  of  April. 
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mmy  Take  it  is  CoDBidenti<Hi  and  pitj  my  Dbtressed  Oondition. 
Tour  Charity  for  all  men  ia  Well  Known ;  I  Hombly  Beg  your 
honoora  Wonld  Consider  my  Poor  Condition^  And  afflict  upon  me  any 
Punishments  your  Honours  pleases — Either  to  banish^  Confiiid|  or 
Set  me  to  hard  Labour,  I  Did  not  Know  or  Consider  what  I  was 
about  As  it  is  your  Honours'  Power  to  do  what  you  pleases  with 
me,  and  I  have  taken  it  Into  Oreat  Consideration  since  I  have  been 
Under  Sehtanoe ;  that  if  you  would  allow  to  me  that  privilage  thai 
lies  in  your  Honours'  power,  I  Hope  the  Great  Qod  will  Reward  you ; 
for  so  doing  you  will  Have  the  Prayers  of  the  most  Humbly  Mid 
Distressed  petioner. 

JOHN  BROWN. 

I  Request  the  favour  of  your  Honours  to  send  answer  by  the 
Bearer,  if  you  posiable  Can,  as  the  time  is  short.  Ood,  I  hope,  will 
Reward  you  for  so  doing."*" 


Chas.  Hkllstedt,  Swedish  Consul,  to  Pres.  Franklin — 
War  bbtwebn  Russia  and  Turkey,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  April  11th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Subjoined  I  have  the  honor  of  communicating  to  your  Excellency 
the  translation  of  a  letter  directed  to  me  from  Count  F'.  O.  Ozensti- 
^ema,  one  of  His  Swedish  Majes'"*  Principal  Sectetariesof  State,  the 
promulgation  of  which  mey  be  judged  necessary. 
I  am  Sir,  your  fizcellenc/s 

Most  obedS  most  h^>«  Serv*. 

CHARLES  HBLLSTEDT.f 
Swedish  Consul. 
DtrecUdf 

His  £xeelleB<7,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  Philadelphia. 


Translation. 

Stockholm  the  9*^  November,  1787. 
Sir, 

The  war  now  kindleing  between  Russia  and  the  Ottoman  Port, 
will  probably  excite  a  desire  amongst  particular  people  to  arm 
Corsairs,  or  to  be  interested  in  armaments  against  Merchant  vessels 
of  the  two  Empires,  and  the  King,  not  willing  to  grant  His  protection 

«  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  KY.,  pp.  428.  426,  427.  Ordered  to  be  ezeeated.  See 
p.  269,  277—280.  t  ^^  ^o^  K^i  Vol.  XY.,  p.  48«. 
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to  enierpHsM,  founded  on  hopes  of  An  illicit  gain,  and  eontrarj  to 
tbeoentrality  His  Maj^'  has  thought  proper  to  adopts  has  eommaBded 
ttie  to  inform  you  of  these  His  seDtimentA,  and  hy  these  authorises 
you  iir,  to  forbid  all  Sweedish  subjects,  who  may  be  under  yonr 
department  to  take  any  pari  directly  or  indirectly  in  such  enterprised, 
either  by  sellitig  their  yossIs,  to  be  employed  in  piracy  against  the 
subjects  of  Russia  or  Uiose  of  the  Port,  or  chartering  them  for  that 
torpose,  oi:  to  enrol  themselves  on  board  vessels  in  that  employment. 
tfl  order  to  do  your  duty  in  this  regard,  ifi  is  the  Kings  wH)  that  yoti 
ini^e.  the  above  His  <M*derB  known  to  all  it  mayeonoem,  oonformably 
to  the  strictest  principles  of  Neutrality. 

F.  G.  OXENSTIERNA. 
JHrectedj 
Charles  Hellstedt^  His  Swedish  Maj'stis  Consul^  Philadelphia. 


CHABLB6  PeIIIT  TO  PrES.  F&A5ELIK,  1788< 

•      •      '  Philadelphia,  14tb  April,  1788. 

Sir, 

After  toy  Return  from  New  Tork  in  May  last,  I  presented  an 
Account  to  the  Comptroller  General  in  order  .to  ob{a,ixv  a. warrant 
from  Council  for  a  few  weeks  Pay  as  a  Member  in  Cotgtess.  Con- 
sidering it  as  a  Business  of  course  I  neglected  farther  Application 
for  some  Time,  but  was  at  length  told  that  Doubts  had  arisen  in 
Council  whether  I  was  entitled  to  the  Pay  stated  in  the  account  Of 
not.  These  Doubts  seem  to  have  arisen  on  one  orother  of  the  two 
following  suppositions. 

Isl.  llat  the  Assembly,  by  the  Election  of  Gen.  Armstrong 
intended  to  saperoede  my  Appointment,  or 

2dly.  That  the  Time  limited  by  the  Constitution  for  my  Oontin- 
nance,  was  expired  before  I  gavd  the  Afateadance  fot  whidi  I  have 
daimed  Pay. 

As  to  the  first,  I  am  &r  from  questioning  the  Right  of  the 
Assembly  to  supercede  any  one  of  their  Delegates  whenever  they 
think  proper.  But  having  never  received  any  Intimations  of  their 
Disapprobation  of  my  Conduct  as  a  Delegate,  I  cannot  suppose  they 
intended  to  brand  ma  with  so  unusual  a  Mark  of  Displeasure. 

As  to  the  second. — ^The  Federal  Constitution  limits  the  Sorvioe 
of  Members  to  three  years^  It  was  for  some  Time  doubted  whether 
the  three  years  should  be  computed  from  the  Time  of  their  respective 
appointments,  or  the  Time  of  taking  their  Seats  in  Congress;  but 
the  words  being  that  ''no  Person  shall  be  capable  of  heliw  a  Delegate 
^'  for  more  than  three  years  in  any  Term  of  six  years,  the  former 
Construction  hai  prevailed.  The  words  of  limitation .  in  the  Con« 
stitution  of  Pennsylvania  are  ''  no  man  shall  bU  in  Vongrew  longer 
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''tkan  two  years  miocessirely/'  Heaod  U  has  bedn' generally 
understood  that  the  two  years,  so  far  as  this  Limitation  applies, 
oommenoe  at  the  Time  a  Delegaike  takes  his  Seat  in  Oongretti  and 
this  Oonstrootion  has  prevailed  in  Praotice. 

Those  who  best  know  me  will  do  me  the  Justioe  to  believe,  ihali 
ahho'  I  was  doiy  sensible  of  the  Honor  oonferred  upon  me  by  the 
Appointment,  I  was  far  from  solieiting  it ;  and  that  I  should  havo 
been  equally  £ir  from  obtruding  my  Servioes  in  this  last  Period  of 
Attendanee  if  I  could  have  supposed  they  would  hare  been  eithee 
deemed  unaocq>table  or  founded  on  doubtful  Authority.  I  therefore 
take  the  Liberty  of  stating  to  your  Excellency  and-  the  honUe  the 
Supreme  ExeeutiTo  Oouneil  my  view  of  the  Subject  at  the  Time  of 
the  Traasaction. 

In  April  1785,  The  Legislature  did  me  the  Honor  to  elect  me  a 
Delegate.  Being  a  Member  of  the  House  at  the  Time^  I  had  some 
Doubts,  in  point  of  Delioa^  of  accepting  tho  appomtment^  and  had 
aetually  refused  at  a  former  Session  to  permit  my  Name  to  remain 
in  the  list  of  nominations;  but  it  was  again  urged  so  warmly  that 
I  did  not  absolutely  celhse,  neither  did  I  announce  aa  Acceptance 
till  some  Time  after  the  Session  ended.  In  May  I  received  the 
Credentials  of  my  Appointment,  and  on  the  27th  of  that  Month  I 
presented  them  and  took  a  Seat  in  Congress.  In  the  November 
Session  folIowiDg  I  was  again  appointed  for  the  ensuing  year.  In 
November,  1786, 1  teceived  a  third  appointment.  As  the  Constitu- 
tional Limitation  would  admit  but  a  few  Months  Continuance  under 
this  appointment,  it  was  to  me  both  unexpected  &  undesired ;  but 
being  at  New  York  at  the  time,  and  considering  it  as  an  honorable 
Testimony  of  Approbation  whictr  demanded  my  Gratitude,  I  accepted 
and  continued  to  act  under  it  till  the  Arrival  of  a  sufficient  number 
of  my  honorable  Colleagues  enabled  me  to  reUre  for  seme  Time 
without  leaving  the  State  unrepresented.  This  had  so  seldom  hap- 
pened before,  that  I  felt  the  stronger  occasion  to  avail  myself  of  the 
Relief,  and  remained  absent  from  Congress  till  the  beginning  of 
April  1787,  during  which  Time  so  many  States  Were  unrepresented 
that  little  Progress  was  made  in  Business.  Considering  that  the 
Time  limited  by  the  Constitntion  for  my  Continuance  in  the  Detega- 
tion  would  expire  on  the  26th  day  of  May,  I  began  to  decline  the 
Thought  of  returning  te  that  Duty ;  but  there  were  then  but  two 
Delegates  from  this  State  at  New  York,  one  of  whom  was  by  his 
Station  precluded  from  the  ordinary  Duties  of  a  Member,  and  the 
other  having  signified  to  me  his  Desire  to  be  relieved  by  a  particular 
Day  at  which  he  must  withdraw  himself  for  a  Time :  recollecting 
moreover  that  some  Matters  of  Business  were  likely  to  be  resumed  in 
Congress  which  my  honorable  Colleagues  had  had  less  opportunity  of 
investigating  than  myself,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  my  Attend- 
ance tho'  it  should  be  but  for  a  few  weeks.  On  the  Day  of  my 
arrival  in  Consress^  General  Irvine,  who  had  been  impatiently 
waitbg  for  a  Belief^  departecl.    I  had  heard  that  General  Armstrong 
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was  elected  &  supposed  that  tlie  Intentioii  was  to  guard  against  a 
Vacanoy  when  my  Time  should  be  expired,  but  had  no  R^bson  to 
sopposb  it  was  designed  to  affect  my  Continuanoe  daring  that  Time, 
nor  did  I  receive  any  notification  of  such  Election  otherwise  than 
flroin  common  Report,  neither  did  I  know  till  sometime  after  I  went 
to  Congress  that  the  Gentleman  elected  had  determined  to  accept 
the  appointment.  On  his  arrival  at  Now  York  sometime  afterwarda, 
I  obtained  a  sight  of  his  Credentials  and  consulted  with  him  &  the 
President  of  Congress  on  the  occasion,  intending  to  retire  immedi- 
ately if  I  should  discern  the  least  Intimataon  that  such  had  been  the 
Design  of  the  Legislature ;  but  nothing  of  the  kind  appearing,  I 
continued  my  attendance  in  Congress  till  about  the  18th  or  20th  of 
May  when  I  withdrew,  supposing  my  Time  of  Service  to  be  within  a 
few  Days  of  expiring  by  the  Limitation. 

I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  ask  the  Attention  of  your  Excellency 
and  the  honble  Council  to  these  Particulars  not  so  much  with  a 
view  to  the  Sum  I  have  claimed^  however  desirable  it  may  be  to  me, 
aa  in  order  to  remove  the  Appearance  of  Censure  which  a  Refusal  of 
it  would  seem  to  imply,  and  which  1  am  not  conscious  (tf  having 
deserved* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 

CHA.  PETTIT*. 
Dtreciedf 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Sup.  Ex.  CounciL 


Wab  Depabtmxnt  to  Pbss.  Fkanelin,  1788. 

War  Office,  April  15th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Captain  Zeigler  the  bearer  having  been  directed  to  repiur  to 
Pennsylvania  on  the  recruiting  service,  I  beg  leave  to  request  that 
the  Com  missioned  Officers  may  be  appointed  to  the  quota  of  Penn- 
sylvania  conformably  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  October 
last,  and  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  10th. of  November. 

As  the  recruiting  service  cannot  commence  with  propriety  untill 
the  appointments  are  actually  made  by  the  executive  Council,  and 
as  a  recruiting  party  has  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  the  public  interests 
would  be  promoted  by  the  appointments  being  made  as  soon  aa 
possible,  and  transmitted  to  this  Office. 

The  number  of  Officers  requested  for  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  particular  predicaments  of  Brigadier  General  Harmar  are 
stated  in  my  letter  to  your^Excellency  of  the  ^Ist  of  October  1787.t 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XV.,  p.  486. 
t  See  page  208. 
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Slioald  Captain  Ziegler  be  fovored  with  a  Mappolntmenti  I  hope 
the  Council  maj  think  proper  to  make  him  the  advaaoes  for  the 
reomits  specified  in  the  Aot  of  the  Aaeemblj  of  the  10th  of 
November  before  recited. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 

Tour  Exoellencys  most  obedient  Humble  seryant. 

J.  KNOX.* 
IHrected 

His  Excellency,  The  President  ]of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pcnn- 
sylyania. 


Francis  Swaine,  (Shff.,)  to  Pkes.  Muhlenberg,  1788. 

Montgomery  Co.,  April  19th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Being  informed  that  my  conduct  previous  to  the  Execution  of 
John  Brown,*  has  been  misrepresented,  and  conceiving  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  lay  a  State  of  facts  before  the  Honorable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council ;  I  beg  leave  to  address  these  lines  to  you,  and 
to  give  a  true  history  of  the  matter,  and  which  a  number  of  re- 
spectable witnesses  can  testify.  When  the  warrant  was  delivered  to 
me  on  Tuesday  the  9th  Instant,  I  immediately  proceeded  to  Norris- 
town  Jail,  and  on  Wednesday  morning  communicated  the  same  to 
the  unfortunate  Criminal,  and  then  consulted  a  number  of  the 
Inhabitants  among  the  rest  Doctor  Shannon,  Mr.  Lawrence,  Mr. 
Pugh,  &c.,  which  was  the  most  elligible  spot  to  erect  the  Oallows  ; 
on  which  the  last  mentioned  Gentleman  said  he  thought  the  best 
place  was  on  a  cross  street,  near  a  lot  of  Col.  Craiff's;  I  reply'd  I 
did  not  wish  to  offend  Col.  Craig  by  erecting  a  Gallows  so  near  his 
Lot,  but  would  rather  set  as  near  the  back  of  the  Jail  as  possible ; 
aocordiuffly,  we  fix'd  the  spot  nearly  behind  the  Jail  on  a  public 
street ;  the  next  day  my  Deputy  came  to  my  house  and  informed  me 
that  Col.  Craig  was  very  much  irritated  that  I  should  attempt  to 
erect  a  Gallows  on  any  of  the  streets,  that  it  should  not  be  erected 
on  any  of  them,  nor  on  any  part  of  the  plantation,  and  swore  as 
soon  as  a  Gallows  was  erected  he  would  cut  it  down.  I  immediately 
went  to  Norristown  to  know  what  was  best  to  be  done,  and  consulted 
several  of  the  people,  informing  them  at  the  same  time,  that  i^was 
entirely  immaterial  to  me  where  the  Gallows  was  erected.  Mr. 
Jonathan  Roberts  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  Public  Buildings, 
said  he  thought  the  burying  ground  a  proper  place,  but  which  was 
as  much  in  view  of  the  Town  as  any  other  spot ;  this  was  fenced  in 
by  Col.  Craig,  he  then  mentioned  the  public  landing  on  Schuylkill, 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XV„  p.  435,  487,  488. 

t  3^  P<^  '^^^' 

12* 
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ttit  tbat  Wftfl  fenced  in  alao,  he  then  went  to  Gol.  Craig,  but  nothing 
iras  done ;  he  went  a  second  time  and  retorned,  and  inform'd  me  I 
should  walk  with  him  to  view  a  spot  on  Btonev  Creek,  near  the  bridge^ 
that  he  thought  Col.  Craig  would  have  no  objections  to  that  place ; 
I  immediately  went  with  him  aoodmpan/d  by  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Baird 
and  the  Clergyman,  who  attended  the  Criminal,  when  we  came  to 
Col.  Craig's  house,  I  saluted  him  in  a  friendly  manner,  conscious 
that  I  had  given  him  no  offence,  and  intended  to  speak  with  him  on 
the  subject,  but  before  I  had  utter'd  three  words,  he  got  into  a  most 
violent  passion,  which  burst  forth  into  a  torrent  of  abuse — the  oom« 
pany  amazed,  I  presume,  at  his  conduct  broke  up  and  the  place  was 
left  unexamined ;  the  day  being  nearly  spent  and  no  place  fix'd 
upon,  I  directed  the  Jailer  to  have  the  Gallows  erected  near  the 
Jail  Wall,  which  is  public  ground,  it  was  accordingly  erected  ther« 
in  the  night,  and  every  thing  in  readiness,  but  on  Saturday  morning 
about  8  o'clock,  to  my  great  astonishment.  Col.  Craig  out  it  down 
reduced  to  this  Dilemma,  I  thought  it  the  most  prudent  step  to  send 
an  Express  to  Council  to  know  what  further  steps  to  take,  and  re- 
ceived an  answer  from  the  Attorney  General  in  due  time,  and  the 
criminal  was  executed  in  a  field  belonging  to  the  College,  with  the 
approbation  of  Col.  Craig;  the  above,  Sir,  is  a  true  state  of  the 
matter,  and  submit  it  to  the  honorable  Council  whether  I  have  acted 
right  or  wrong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  most 

obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  SWAINB. 
Directed  J 

The  Eonble  Gen'l  P.  Muhlenberg,  V.  P.,  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Jos.  Harmar  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

Port  Pitt,  April  24th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  Letter  from  the 
honorable  Vice  president  in  Council,  dated  the  28rd  February  last, 
enclosing  me  the  late  Law  of  the  State  for  re-enlisting  the  Non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  of  the  Pennsylvania  quota  for 
the  further  term  of  three  years,  and  at  the  same  time  enclosing  me 
three  sepcrate  orders  on  the  treasurers  of  Westmoreland,  Washing- 
ton and  Fayette  Counties,  for  monies  for  this  service,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  780  dollars.  The  order  on  Washington  County  has 
already  been  presented,  and  the  answer  given  by  the  treasurer  was, 
hat  there  is  no  hard  money  in  the  treasury,  and  that  only  a  part 
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of  tha  money  can  bo  had,  and  that  in  paper.  The  odier  DmfU 
when  pre^entedy  I  am  apprehenaive  will  share  the  same  fate.  I 
cannot  oonoeive  it  to  be  the  wish  of  Council  that  theee  drafts  should 
be  paid  in  the  paper  currency,  as  it  will  not  answer  thf  intended 
purpose  of  recruiting ;  I  must  therefore  beg  of  your  Excellency  and 
the  honorable  the  Council  to  make  some  other  arrangementSy  in 
order  that  hard  money  may  be  pla[oed  in  my  handS|  which  will 
greatly  expedite  the  recruiting  service. 

We  shall  be  happy  to  receive  our  New  Commissions  upon  the  la- 
tum of  Lieutenant  oeatty,  the  pay  master. 

I  am  now  upon  my  tour  to  visit  the  post  established  at  Venango. 
The  fortress  is  honored  with  your  Excellency's  name.     Be  pleased 
to  reoeive  the  enclosed.  North  view  and  profile  of  the  worbB;  like- 
wise a  small  map  of  the  Country  adjacent.^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  Esteem  & 

respect,  your  JSxcdlency's  & 

the  honble  Councirs  most 

hble.  and  obedient  Servant, 
JOS.  HARMAR, 
Lt  Col.  Com.  1st  U.  S.  Regt. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency,  B.  Franklin,  Esq.,  President  &  the  Honble  The 
Supreme  Executive  Council;  Pennsylvania. 


V.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  Gov.  of  Massachusetts,  1788. 

In  Council; 

Philadelphia;  April  24th;  1788. 
Sir; 

By  the  direction  of  Council  I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  acknow- 
ledge  Your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  3d,  containing  a  Resolution  of 
the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts, f  by  which  their  resolution  pass'i! 
the  8th  of  February,  offering  a  Reward  for  apprehending  Daniel 
ShayS;  Luke  Day,  Adam  Wheeler  and  Eli  Parsons,  together  with  the 
proclamation  issued  in  consequence  thereof  are  repealed  and  annulled ; 
in  consequence  of  this  information  from  your  ExceUency,  Council 
agreeably  to  the  enclosed  resolution  have  annulled  the  prockmation 
*  Not  found.  t  See  Col.  Reo.,  V.  XV.,  p.  44«. 
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issaed  in  this  State,  by  whiob  an  additional  reward  was  offered  for 
apprehending  the  above  mentioned  persons,  if  found  within  the 
limits  of  this  State. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  very  hble.  Servt, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P- 
Directed^ 

His  Exoellency,  John  Hancock,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Massachasetts. 


y.  P.   MUHIiENBBRQ   TO  JUSTICES   OF  NORTHAMPTON   Co«, 

1788. 

Li  Council, 

Phihdelphia,  April  24th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

A  Petition  and  Memorial  from  Jane  Rosborough,  relict  of  the 
Rev'  John  Rosborough,*  late  Chaplain  in  the  Army,  killed  at  Tren- 
ton, was  this  day  presented  to  the  Board,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  Widow  &  her  Children  are  much  distressed,  and  as  on  further 
enquiry  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Rosborough,  deserved  well  of  his  Country, 
and  lost  his  Life  in  defence  of  it ;  Council  wish  to  grant  her  every 
relief  consistent  with  the  Laws  in  such  cases,  made  and  provided  ; 
and  as  the  proper  mode  of  redress  lies  in  the  first  instanoe  with 
your  Worships ;  Council  desire  to  recommend  her  to  your  notiee 
as  a  person  highly  deserving  every  favor  her  grateful  Country  can 
bestow. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  respect 

and  Esteem,  your  most  obedient 

and  humble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Worshipful  the  Justices  of  the  Orphans  Court  of  the 
County  of  Northampton. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  XV.,  p.  443. 
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AirO&HJBY  GSNL,  AKB  Wm.   LkWIS  TO  Y.   P.   MUHLBN- 
BBEG,   1788. 

Sir, 

We  beg  leaye  to  report  to  Coanoil  that  in  the  case  respeoting  the 
application  of  David  Neise  for  the  money  arising  from  the  me  of 
one  hundred  Barrels  of  Flour  said  to  be  forfeited  bj  John  Rheiner 
we  have  mntnally  agreed  that  the  question  be  submitted  to  the 
determination  of  the  Judges  without  any  argument  on  the  case 
stated,  as  was  originally  intended,  &  that  the  opinion  of  the  Judges 
shall  be  conclusive  on  the  parties.  We  understand  that  this  mode 
will  be  agreeable  to  council,  &  tberefore^have  readily  adopted  it. 
We  haye  the  honor  to  be, 
with  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  &  very  hum.  Serrts. 
WM.  BRADFORD,  Junr., 

Atty.  Genl. 
WM.  LEWIS. 
Directed^ 

The  Ho'nble  The  Yico  President  in  Council. 
Indorsedy 

Bead  in  Council  April  30th,  1788,  and  ordered  That  the  several 
papers  respecting  the  application  of  David  Niess  for '  the  money 
arinng  from  the  sale  of  one  hundred  Barrels  of  flour  said  to  be  for- 
feited by  John  Rheiner,  be  referred  to  the  Honble.  The  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court;  for  their  opinion  and  report  thereon. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

for  Charles  BiddlO;  Secy.'^ 


LiKUT.  Col.  Wm.  Coats  to  Prbs.  Frankldt,  1788. 

Northern  liberties,  April  80th,  1788. 

To  His  Excellency  The  President,  And  the    Honorable  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council, 
GentlemeUi 

At  the  Particular  Desire  of  the  Officers  of  the  7th  Battalion  of 
the  Militia  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philada.  which  Battalion  I 
have  the  Honour  to  Command,  which  Battalion  was  laid  off  and 

*  See  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  446,  462. 
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Fonn'd  oat  of  tbe  Fifth  Battalion  now  Commandod  by  Col  Benja- 
min G.  Eyres,  and  it  has  so  happened  the  greatest  pari  of  the  Arms 
belonging  to  the  Publick,  remained  with  the  5th  Battalion,  and  on 
Enqairy  Find  that  Mr.  Joseph  Perkins  one  of  the  Armorers  has  about 
one  hundred  stand  of  Arms  in  his  Hands,  that  is  not  claimed  by  «ny 
partioalar  Battalion,  he  therefore  Begs  tiiat  Council  will  be  pleas'd 
to  grant  the  subscriber  an  order  to  receive  said  Arms  for  the  use  of 
bis  Battalion,  which  will  oblidge. 

Gentlemen,  your  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  COATS,  Lieut  Col.  7th  Batt 
JXrectedj 

To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Common  Wealth  of  Pentt- 
sylvania. 


LiBUT.  Col.  Wm.  Coats  to  Prbs.  Fbanelin,  1788. 

Philad.  County,  April  30th,  1787. 

To  His  Excellency  The  President,  And  The  Honorable  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
I  do  Hereby  Certify, 

That  at  an  Election  held  the  23d  Instant  at  the  House  of  Mr. 
John  Hessers  in  German  Town  for  the  Choise  of  one  Lieutenant 
Colonel  and  one  Major,  in  the  Boom  and  stead  of  Matthew  Holegato 
Esqr.,  Deseased,  Late  Lieut  Colonel  of  the  2nd  Battalion  of  said 
County,  and  John  Nice  Esqr.,  late  Major,  Resigned,  on  Casting  up 
the  Pole  it  appeared  that  Thomas  Dungan  was  Duly  Elected  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel,  and  John  Levering  Esqr.,  was  Duly  Elected  Major 
to  Command  said  Battalion,  and  Henry  Brunner  Esq.,  returned  as 
Captain  of  the  5th  Compy.  and  Mr.  George  Warner  Ensign  of  said 
5th  Company  of  said  Battalion,  in  the  room  of  Peter  Fndey  Esqr., 
Kesigned  and  Mr.  Henry  Brunner  late  Ensign  of  said  Company 
Prefer'd. 

WM.  COATS,  Lieutenant  C.  P. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  The  President  And  the  Supreme  Eiecutive 
Council  of  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Statjs  ofthk  Eeprebbntation  in  CoiraRBsSy  1788. 

A  SUle  of  the  Repreflentation  in  CongreaB  for  the  Month  of  April, 
1788,  Parsoant  to  the  Act  of  17th  August,  1786. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  monthly  Table  receired  from 
the  Secretary  of  Congress  (in  detail)  for  each  State.  The  sUtcs 
were  represented  as  follows  vis : 

4  States  represented  on  7  days, 
6    "  "  8    " 

6    «  if  7    « 

Pennsylvania  represented  by  2  members  on  8  days,  and  by  1  on 
9  days.     None  from  fihode  Island. 


Election  of  Burqesses,  &c.,  for  Reading,  1788. 

[l.  8.]    To  His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  President,  and 
Honourable  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

Whereas  an  Election  held  on  the  first  day  of  May,  A.  Domini, 
1788,  at  the  Court  house  in  the  Borough  of  Reading,  in  the  County 
of  Berks,  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Borough,  the  following  per- 
sons  were  Buly  elected,  Yizt. : 


Burgeses. — James  May,     . 
Peter  Nagel, 

Number  of 
votes  each. 

18 
.    14 

Ass't  Burgeses. — John  Reitmeycr, 
Jacob  Kraul, 
Kraft  Tbener, 
Christ'n  Merckel, 

31 
.    81 

31 
.    81 

Clk.-*Comason  Read, 

81 

^igh  Constable.— John  Pesig, 

.     18 

I,  John  Fesig,  the  proceeding  High  Constable,  Do  Hereby  Cer- 
tify that  the  above  is  a  True  Return  of  the  persons  elected  for  the 
Different  Offices  as  above  specifyed.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal 
the  2nd  Day  of  May,  A.  Domini,  1778. 

JOHN  FESia. 

Late  Constable.* 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  463. 
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V.  P.  MUHLBNBBBG  TO  0.  J.  McESAN. — ^POWDBR 

Magazinb,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  2nd,  1788. 

Sir, 

Captain  Stiles,  Commissary  of  Military  Stores,  and  keeper  of  the 
Magazine,  reports  to  Coancil  that  so  large  a  quantity  of  powder  has 
been  import^  this  Spring;  that  both  the  Magazine  and  Ouard 
House  are  full,  and  that  he  has  been  compelled  to  store  the  remain- 
der in  a  wooden  building,  and  that  more  powder  is  still  expected. 
Council  apprehend  the  safety  of  the  City  may  be  endangered  if  pre- 
cautions are  not  taken  to  secure  the  powder  as  well  as  circumstances 
will  admit,  and  as  no  provision  is  made  by  Law  to  direct  Council 
on  this  occasion,  they  request  your  advice,  (together  with  the  advice 
of  such  of  the  Judges  as  may  be  in  town,)  in  what  manner  and  by 
what  means  the  threatened  danger  may  be  best  averted. 
I  am  Sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

P.  MUHLENBERG.* 

Directed^ 

Honble.  Thomas  McKcan,  Esquire,  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Thomas  Craig  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. — John  Brown. 

Norriton  Farm,  5th  May,  1788. 
Sir, 

By  a  resolve  of  your  Honorable  Board,  and  a  Letter  from  the 
Sheriff  of  Montgomery  County,  it  appears  that  I  am  charged  with 
opposing  the  execution  of  a  criminal  by  the  name  of  John  Brown,*}* 
on  Saturday,  the  12th  of  April  last.  I  cannot  find  words  to  express 
my  astonishment  of  the  representation  of  the  business;  nor  did  I 
think  it  possible  that  the -sheriff  could  ever  have  attempted  to  state 
it  as  he  has,  or  that  he  could  ever  wish  to  hear  more  of  his  conduct 
in  that  afiair.  And  permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  and  the 
Honorable  Council  that  my  feelings  on  this  occasion  cannot  be  de- 
scribed, and  I  do  most  solemnly  declare  upon  Honor,  that  I  never 
had  the  most  distant  idea  of  any  thing  of  the  kind,  nor  can  I  think 
that  there  is  any  member  of  your  Honourable  Body  with  whom  I 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  447,  462,  and  opinion,  Archives,  p.  288. 
t  See  pages,  264,  269. 
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baye  tbe  hoDoiiT  of  an  acqaaiDtaiMe,  that  e?er  gave  OrscHt  to  it 
Can  it  be  possible  tbat  a  Man  who  bas  served  yov  ikitbfuUy  from 
the  eommeDoement  of  the  late  war  to  the  end  of  it^  in  order  to 
establish  the  present  Goyemment— a  man  that  has  gone  forth  on 
ererj  occasion  to  support  the  Laws  of  his  Country, — ^I  say  can  it  bo 
possible  to  suppose  him  capable  of  such  an  act  f  Let  me  assure 
your  Bzcellenoy  it  was  not  the  ease;  and  let  me  hope  your  Honor- 
able  Body  will  pardon  me  in  sayine  that  there  is  soatoly  one  word 
of  truth  in  what  he  calls  a  state  of  facts ;  and  I  flatter  myself  the 
Certificates  which  I  forwurd  with  this,  together  with  my  own  state- 
ment  of  the  matter,  will  place  my  chamoter  in  a  different  point  of 
Kght  from  that  which  the  Sheriff  wishes  to  place  me  in.  And  per- 
mit me  to  add  that  I  feel  great  pain  in  being  brought  fonnurd 
before  your  Honorable  Body  in  a  dispute  with  a  man  that  the 
records  on  your  files  contain  ohaives  against|  and  charges  that  a  jury 
of  twelve  respectable  characters  decided  upon«^-which  decision  haa 
branded  him  with  every  mark  of  infkmy. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  every  sentiment 
Of  esteem  and  respect  Your  Excellency's 
Most  obedt.  and  most  Hble-.  servantye 

THOS.  CKAIG. 

Direded, 

To  His  Excellency  Benjamin  Frankliui  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl-* 
vania. 


Statbubitt  09  Wm.  Moorb  Smith. — John  Brown^  1788* 

On  Thursday  preceding  the  Saturday  appointed  for  the  Execution 
of  John  Brown,"*"  I  returned  to  my  home  at  Norristown  from  Phila- 
delphia. I  was  informed  that  the  Sheriff  had  fix'd  on  Airy  Street 
as  the  place  of  Execution ;  Every  person  with  whom  I  had  any 
Conversation  on  the  subject,  seemed  dissatisfied  at  the  Conduct  of 
the  Sheriff.  His  Deputy  had  been  sent  up  to  the  Trap,  where  the 
Sheriff  lives,  with  some  message  on  the  subject  In  the  afternoon 
the  Deputy  returned — He  said  he  had  delivered  a  message  to  the 
Sheriff^  to  the  following  purpose,  <<  That  the  streets  of  the  town 
ought  not  to  be  made  the  place  of  a  capital  Execution,  &  that  the 
Trustees  of  the  University  had  engaged,  at  the  time  the  town  was 
laid  out,  to  grant  Lots  for  any  public  purpose  when  called  upon, 
and  tbat  there  was  full  time  enough  for  the  Sheriff  to  apply/'    The 

«  8m  pages  264,  268. 
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Sheriff  retomod  &r  answer  ^'  that  he  would  be  dowa  at  Noriistown 
early  the  next  norning.''    About  neon  the  next  day  he  called  at 
By  offioe^I  told  him  of  two  plafoee,  one  at  the  End  of  the  farm,  un 
the  Sweed  ford  road,  »t  the  point,  of  a  peioe  of  Wood  land,  which 
wouid  be  remote  from  the  town ;  the  oth^  at  the  point  of  Land  at 
the  Bouldi  of  Stoney  Greek-^^md  if  he  would  fix  upon  eiiher  of 
them,  I  was  certain  no  objection  would  be  made,    I  went  up  with 
flue  .8btfif[  to  look  at  the  first  place ;   On  our  return  we  met  Jon* 
Boberts  &  Jno.  Pugh ;  Mr.  Boberta  went  down  with  me  to  Gol. 
Cnig'S'to  dinew    Col.  Craig  desired  Mr.  Boberta  to  inform  thet 
Sfaetsff  <<  that  he  could  give  no  consent  to  e^eoting  a  (ialbws  on  tha 
Fkrm,  but  that  he  would  make  no  Objeetioa  or  Opposition^  to  aoy 
part  which  might  be  fixed  upon  at  a  eufficient  distance  from  the 
Town.''    After  Dinner  I  went  with  Mr.  Boberts  in  searoh  of  the 
Sheriff,  and  the  abore  Information  waa  given  to  him.    It  was  agreed 
then  io  walk  to  the  point  of  Stoney  Creek  to  view  the  spot.    As -we 
came  down  as  far  as  CoL  Craig's  door,  Jthe  Sheriff  went,  up  to  speak 
to  Gol.  Oraig — Gol.  Crai^  desired  him  to  begone,  as  he  chose  to  have 
no  Conversation  with  bim ;  On  the   Sheriff  asking  his  reason,  he 
receved  for  answer  "that  he  Was   an  impertinent  ScoundrelP' — 
which  was  tH6  only  harsh  term  he  used.     The  Sheriff  went  away  to 
the. Tavern.  .  I  had  no  further  Conversation  on  the  subject  at  that 
time — but  concluded  he  would  have  the  Gallows  erected  at  the 
mouth  of  Stoney  Creek.     The  next  morning  the  Gallows  was  dis« 
oovered  at  the  side  of  the  .principal  Street  of  the  town,  between  the 
Oourt  house  &  Goal,  in  the  full  view  of  most  of  the  houses  erected 
in  the  town.     Col.  Craig  went  up  and  cut  it  down.     As  soon  as  h^ 
came  back,  he  requested  me  to  find  the  Sheriff  and  inform  him  that 
he  might  have  his  Gallows  taken  to  any  part  of  the  farm,  and  no 
opposition  sbould  be  made,  but  that  he  was  not  to  Insult  the  Inhabi- 
tants by  erecting  it  at  their  Doors.     I  found  that  the  Sheriff  and  his 
Deputy  bad  set  off  on  hoi^baok  to  the  Oily.    J  ovdered  my  horso 
and  instantly  followed,  and  overtook  them  about  three  miles  from 
Norristown.     I  desired  the  Sheriff  would  come  back,  that  he  should 
have  eYQTj  assistance,  that  the  frame  of  his  Gallows  was  removed  to 
an  unexceptionable  spot;  and  could  soon  be  put  up.     He  refused  to 
come  back^-1  then  requested  be  would  3end  \)Qjck  his  Deputy,  who 
might  direct  the  Overseer  of  the  Convicts  to  put  up  the  frame  on 
the  spot  to  which  it  was  removed — for  the  Sheriff,  I  understood,  bad' 
left  Orders  that  no  person  under  his   Directions  should  lend  the 
least  assistance    He  would  not  suffer  bis  Deputy  to  go  back.     I  ob- 
served to  him  that  he  was  makjing  bad  worse,  and  would  certainly 
ruin  himself^  for  if  his  conduct  was  improper  &  insulting  to  the  In- 
habitants of  NorristowUi  he  would  acquire  many  Enemies  &  very 
little  Credit — but  if,  on  the  other  band,  he  had  a  right  to  erect  tho 
Gallows  at  whatever  Door  he  pleased,  a  Sheriff  with  the  Power  of 
the  County  at  his  Command,  could  never  justifiy  the  neglect  of  his 
Duty,  because  opposed  by  an  Individual*    After  some  time  he  pro 
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mned  to  tttom  in  ft  skorl  time,  as  he  wiahed  to  mdo'tmnkd  gentfemoii' 
at  Steered  Tavern,  where  he  woald  not  Btay  ioDg.w.1  then  tuni'd 
back  &  got  to  Noitidtown  before  nine  o'oloek.^^^Oue  of  lihe  WBdcv 
men  on  Uie  farm  bad  taken  a  pair  of  horses  &  removed  the  frane  of 
the  gallows  int6  the  apper  part  of  a  large  field  at  a  Distanoe  from  the 
Town — and  an  express  was  sent  to  Steer's  to  inform  the  Sheriff  oi 
what  wad  done-*-He  at  length  retumed  is  every  thing  was  prepaited 
within  the  time  limited  in  the  first  warrant  &  the  oriminal  actually 
executed  before  two  oMock. 

The  above  is  a  faithful  state  of  the  Circumstances  &  facts  within 
my  knowledge. 

...  W.M.,  M0OBK  SJUtTH, 

Norristpwni  May  5thy  1788. 


CEBimCATB  or  JONATHAK  ROBEKTS— JOHIT  BfeOW,  1788. 

I  do  certify  that  oh  the  11th  of  April,  I  was  at  Norristown  tHe  day 
before  the  Execution  of  a  certain  Brdwn,^  a  eriminal  under  sen- 
tanoe  of  Death  where  I  met  with  Francis  Swame,  High  Sheriff  of 
Montgomery  County,  he  informed  me  that  h^  some  Day  before  in 
company  with  other  gentlemen  fixed  tha  spot  for  Execution  in  Airy 
8tr^  and  oorderdd  the  goaler  to  Erect  the  gallows  there  that  Col. 
Craig  had  forbiden  the  Erection^^it  was  then  proposed  by  John  Pugh, 
in  presence  of  the  Sheriff,  that  he  and  I  would  wait  upon  the  Col.| 
and  Endeavour  to  Rectify  any  mistake  between  them  to  which  the 
Sheriff  fully  assented  to,  &  said  he  was  sorry  that  any  misunder- 
standing or  uneasiness  should  have  hapned  between  him  and  the 
Col.  or.  other  inhabitants  on  the  occasion,. Pugh  &  I  accordingly 
waited  upon  the  Col.  and  Informed  him  of  our  Bussiness,  he  told  us 
it  was  true  he  had  forbid  the  Erection  of  the  Gallows  in  -the  pro-' 
pcsed  place,  that  he  thought  it  as  Great  an  insult  as  could  be  offered 
to  the  feelings  of  any  people  irDone  In  the  place  proposed ;  I  then 
asked  the  Col.  where  would  be  a  proper  place,  he  said  he  had  no 
ebjeetioB  to  any  spot,  provided,  it  was  oiit  of  the  sight  of  the.i&hahi^ 
tants  of  the  town  and  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees  of  the  univer- 
lity ;  I  told  the  Gd.  i  doubted  the  time  being  too' short  for  suoh  aki' 
Application,  he  insisted  upon  its  being  doite^  fad  pledged  himself 
that  such  consent  might  be  obtained  at  least  from  those  trustees  who 
had  th^  maitegemeoit  of  the  fkrm,  and  that  the  sheriff  had  tamely 
Boliee  for  making  such  applioatibn ;  I  tl^n  Retomed  to  the  Sheriff^ 
and  Informed  him  how'uatters  fitood  and  gave  it  as  my  opinion  thmt 
he  ought  to  make  appUoation  to  th^  trustees,  but  he  Shewed  no  dis- 
position for  complying,  I  then  proposed  to  the  Sheriffs  st^p  of  land 

*  See  pages  264,  269. 
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over  Stoney  Creek|  adjoi&iDg  Sehnylkill  whioh  ke  seemed  satiafied 
withy  and  was  in  oooDpany  of  8.  Baird  &  W.  M.  Smith;  going  to 
view  it  when  I  left  Norristowo,  fully  satisfied  the  afores'd  place  woald 
be  the  place  of  Ezeoation ;  this  being  the  substance  of  what  passed 
between  the  Sheriff  &  Col.  &  mj  aeU,  as  far  as  mj  memory  serves 
me  at  this  time« 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  Sabscribed  my  Name. 

JONATHAN  ROBERTS 


HoH.  Jamss  B.  Bbid  to  Y.  P.  MnHLEi^BBfta,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  5th  May,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  a  draught  on  your 
treasury;  there  is  a  considerable  sum  due  me,  and  as  it  is  a  custom 
with  other  States  to  be  three  months  in  advance  with  their  Delegates, 
I  presume  Pennsylvania  are  not  less  disposed  to  accommodate  their 
delegates  than  any  State  in  the  UnioU;  and  therefore  beg  leave  to 
ask  K»r  five  months  pay  or  £350  on  account.  ^ 

I  am  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  R.  REID.* 
,    I  need  not  mention  the  State  of  the  paper  money,  nor  do  I  expect 
to  draw  the  money  bad  as  it  is  but  can  make  such  use  of  the  order 
as  will  answer  present  purposes. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Nicholson  is  going  abroad. 
Directed^ 

The  Honble.  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Esqr.,  Yice  President  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


LiSUT.  JbREMIAH  TaLBBOT  to  y.  p.  MUHLBNBBBa,  1788. 

To  the  Honorable  Peter  Muhlenburg,  Vice  President,  and  the 

Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Goundl. 
Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  a  return  of  an  Election  for  a  troop  of 
Light  horse  for  Franklin  County  which  I  wish  to  Commission  }  the 
reason  I  wish  to  offer  Council  for  the  number  being  only  twenty 
one,  is  owing  to  a  Doubt  in  myself  Respecting  the  Law  ;  agrea* 
ble  to  that,  six  men  are  to  be  chosen  from  £ach  Batlallion  to  form 

*  See  Col.  Eec,  Vol,  XV.,  p.  449. 
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tbe  Troop.  There  being  bat  Ibree  BattallioiM  in  ibifl  Oomityi  I 
ironld  not  eaffer  more  than  that  number  to  TOte.  I  wwh  the  oj^nioa 
of  Coandl  in  This  matter. 

I  am  Geatlemen, 

with  Eveiy  mark  of  Esteem, 

jour  moet  obedt.  Humble  aervt. 

JEREMIAH  TALBBOT. 
Lieut  F.  County. 
Directed^ 

To  The  Honorable  Peter  Mulenberg  Eequirei  Vice  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  Philadelphia. 
Hon'ied  Bj  Wm.  Ridick. 


V.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  Timothy  Pickering,  1788. 

In  Council;  Philada.  May  6th,  1788. 
Sir, 

A  Petition  has  been  presented  to  Council  by  one  George  Smither 
of  Luseme  County  coroplaininff  of  James  Nesbitt  and  Benjamin 
Carpenter  Esq.,  two  of  the  Justices  of  the  County.  From  the 
papers  laid  before  the  Board  it  appears  that  the  magistrates  have  not 
any  Law  to  support  them  in  their  proceedings  against  Smither. 
Council  wish  you  to  enquire  particularly  into  this  business  and 
make  report  to  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir  with  muoh  respect, 
your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 
Direetedj 
To  Timothy  Pickering  Esq.,  Luzerne  County. 


Secretary  Biddlb  to  Secretary  of  War,  1788. 

Seoretarys  office,  Philadelphia,  May  7th,  1788. 
Sir, 

By  direotion  of  Oonneil  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a 
Copy  of  their  proceedings  on  Uie  18th  of  April  last*  By  which  you 
wiU  perceive  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Josiah  Harmar  and  other 

»  Bee  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  460.    f  See  Ibid  487. 
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|»ffiioer»  tberoiii  n^med  are  ooBtiDoed  in  the  CooiiDand  of  the  Siate^B 
^uota  ef  Iroopa  to  be  rinsed  for  the  defeaoe  of  the  Western  fron- 
tiers* 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect  your  obedient^ 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Secretary. 

Honorable  Majoi  General  Knox. 


Resolution  op  Congrbss, — SBTTLBMUNt  of  Aoooitnib, 

1788. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

May  8th  1788. 

On  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  whom  was  referred  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Carrington. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  proceed  to  the  election  of  two  Cooir 
.missloners  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  five  great  De|>ariment8  to 
continue  in  office  one  year. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  accounts  for  the  Quarter 
masters,  Commissary's  Hospital,  marine  and  Cloathihg  Departments^ 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  commeoce  suits  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  against  all  persons  in  any  of  the  said 
departments  who  stand  chargeable  with  public  monies,  and  whose 
accounts  shall  not  be  lodged  with  the  proper  Commissioners  within 
four  months  computed  from  the  present  date,  and  that  this  order  be 
published  in  the  several  States  for  the  period  above  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  be  directed  to  continae 
their  unremitted  attention  to  the  final  adjustment  of  all  accounts 
which  have  arisen  in  the  said  departments,  and  to  the  recovery  of 
all  sums  for  which  suits  may  be  commenced,  and  that  at  the  ter- 
mination of  their  commission  they  deposit  with  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  all  the  Books  &  papers  of  their  respective  offices,  together 
with  a  general  abstract  of  the  sums  due  from  Individuals,  in  order 
*  that  immediate  measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  recovery  of  the 
same. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 
Mr.  Jonathan  3urral,  was  elected  a  Commissioner  for  settling  the 
accounts  of  the  Quarter  Master's  &  Commissary's  departments,  and 
Ur.  Benjamin  Walker,  was  eleotod  ComnrisBioner  ft)r  settling  the 
aooounts  ef  the  Hospital,  marine  and  Cloathiers  Departuenta. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sedy.* 
*  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV ,  p.  468. 
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Opinions  of  Judqbs  of  SupRBans  Court. — ^Powdbe 
Magazine,  &c.y  1788. 

Philadelphift^  Uhj  8lb;  1788. 
Sir, 

We  received  *be  Act  of  Council  of  the  2ocl  instatit,*  pcqnesting 
our  adfiee  on  the  report  of  Captain  Stiles,  Commissary  of  military 
stores  and  keeper  of  the  powder  magazioe,  respecting  the  large 
qnantity  of  powder  now  in  the  eity,  which  oannot  be  stored  in  the 
magazine.  By  the  common  Law  every  publicum  nocumentum  or 
nuisance  is  indictable,  and  we  conceive,  that  keeping  so  large  h 
quantity  of  powder  in  the  city  as  may  endanger  the  houses  and  lives 
i)f  the  inhabitants  is  of  that  nature,  but  by  Act  of  Assembly  any 
person  is  authorised  to  keep  any  quantity  in  his  house  not  exceeding 
tbirty'pounds  in  weight.  The  Supreme  Executive  can  take  order  as 
to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  use  their  endeavours  to  prevent 
the  destruction  of  the  citizens,  and  therefore  as  the  magazine  will 
not  contain  all  the  powder  in  the  city,  and  there  is  no  other  place 
provided  by  law  for  storing  it,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  they  have 
power  to  direct,  that  the  surplus  powder  may  be  kept  in  some  safe 
place  at  a  distance  from  any  dwelling  house,  and  we  apprebcfnd  such 
a  place  may  be  most  convenient  near  the  river  Delaware,  either 
above  Kensington  or  below  Sonthwark. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  regard, 

Sir^  Your  Excellency's  and  the  Councils 

most  obedient  humble  servants, 

THO.  McKEAN, 
Directed,  GEO.  BRYAN.      ^ 

To  His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire. 


John  Rheineri 

David  Bittenhouse,  Esquire, 

Treaaurer  of  Pennsylvania. 


Philadelphia,  Hay  8th,  1788.  ' 
Amicable  Action. 

Reference  from  Council  on  a  case 
^stated  for  the  opinion  of  such  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  as  are 
in  town.f 

The  qnestion  proposed  to  the  Judges  on  the  case  stated  is,  ^Does 
the  money  thus  remitted  belong  to  the  Commonwealth  or  to  John 
Rbeiner. 

Answer, 

We  have  considered  the  question,  and  are  of  opinion.  That  .tb^ 
money  thus  remitted  belongs  to  John  Bheiner — Judge  Bush^  tho' 
now  absent  ooncorred  in  this  opinion.  THO.  MoKEAN. 

GEO.  BRYAN. 

*  gee  page  270,  and  Col.  Kco.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  452—8. 
t  See  page  278,  and  ib. 
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Capt.  David  ZfiiaLBR  to  Pkbsident  FaANKLiN, — 1788. 

Sir : 

Abrabam  Widdow,  a  soldier  in  my  Company,  wbiob  was  killod 
last  July  in  tbe  river  Wabasb  by  tbe  Kikabns  Indians,  left  in  my 
Possession  his  £^atentof  200  acres  in  Westmoreland  County,  Granted 
bim  by  this  state,  for  his  Passed  Services  rendered  last  war,  made 
no  Will,  has  also  no  relation  in  this  Country  to  my  knowledge, 
would  wish  of  your  honorable  Body  to  be  informed  bow  to  set, 
with  respect  of  the  Pay  and  Arrears  is,  when  no  will  or  relation  are 
to  be  found,  all  those  are  gains  to  the  United  States  According  to 
the  rules  of  the  Articals  of  last  war. 

When  I  marched  last  from  the  City,  Col.  Harmar  directed  me  to 
furnish  my  men  with  a  SmalJaoket:  (called  fatigue  Coats)  to  pre- 
serve the  New  Cloathing.  I  did  so  and  purchased  the  CloatbiDg 
and  trimings  at  a  groat  price  at  Pittsburgh,  and  as  Casualities  will 
happen  in  a  Company,  meet  with  a  considerable  los,  and  although 
my  fond  is  of  a  Little  Weighty  mus  for  the  Ambition  Sex  have  some 
again  made,  if  only  your  honorable  Body  grant  me  the  Allowance 
the  Hon'ble  the  House  of  Assembly  voted  to  the  recruiting  Officers, 
(which  was  One  Dollar  ^  men)  and  some  Ezpences  rendering  that 
service  to  enable  me  to  outshin  every  one  on  the  Vestern  station. 

I  have  received  thirty  Dollars  in  gold  from  Mr.  Nicholson  the 
Controller,  and  twice  I  have  Borowed  Money  of  the  same  kind  for  to 
go  on  with  the  Bussiness,  untill  his  return. 

Suffer  me  to  say  that  I  am  as 
Dutyfuli  as  Obedient 

Sir  Your  most  humble  and  most 
Obedient  Servant 

DAVID  ZEIGLER. 

Philadelphia,  May  9th,  1788. 
Directed^ 

To  the  honorable  the  Vice  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 


V-  P.  MUHLBNBKBG  TO  GoV,  RANDOLPH,  OF  VIRGINIA,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  the  9tfa,  1788 
Sii*, 

The  Board  of  Property  having  by  their  Memorial  of  tbe  first  in- 
stant informed  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  Sute,  that 
they  are  in  many  instances  prevented  ft'om  deciding  with  precision 
(and  agreeably  to  the  Compact  entered  into  by  the  States  of  Vir- 
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riida  and  PeBfuylvaniA)  <m  diapates  sabsisiuig  between  pezsona 
ctaiming  Lands  in  the  Counties  of  Yonsbionia;  Monongalia  and 
ObiO|  owing  to  tbeir  being  unproyided  with  snob  of  tbe  Laws  of 
Virginia  as  relate  to  tbat  subject — Council  bave  therefore  directed 
me  to  request  jour  Ezoellency  would  be  pleased  to  direct  tbat  tbis 
Board  may  bj  furnished  with  the  Laws  of  Virginia  respecting  the 
adjusting  tbe  titles  to  unpatented  Lands  in  the  aforesaid  Counties 
together  with  such  other  Laws  of  the  said  Commonwealth  as  were 
oiacted  previous  to  the  final  ratification  of  the  Compact  between  tbe 
States  of  Virginia  and  Pennsjlvania — likewise  the  Act  of  the  Con- 
yention  of  1776  in  which  the  Lands  and  Territories  included  within 
the  chartered  Bounds  of  North  Carolina  and  Pennsjlvania  were 
ceded  to  tbe  People  of  the  soid  States  respectivelj. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 


Sbcy.  of  CoNaRBSS  TO  President  Franklin,   1788. 

Office  of  Sccretarj  of  Congress, 
Maj,  12th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Congress  being  anxious  to  bring  to  a  elose  the  public  acoounts  as 
far  as  they  relate  to  tbe  late  Quarter  Master's,  Commissaries,  Hospi- 
tal, Marine  and  cloatbing  Departments  have  passed  tbe  Besolu- 
tioDs,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  jour  Sxoellencj  here- 
with enclosed.  As  the  order  to  the  Commissioners  to  oommonoe 
suits  maj  affect  some  of  tbe  citizens  of  jour  State,  I  have  to  rsauest 
that  jour  Ezoellencj  will  be  pleased  to  cause  it  to  be  publishea  for 
the  information  of  all  concerned. 
With  great  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Tour  Ezoellencj's 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant 

CHA.  THOMSON.f 
Directed 
His  Exeellencj,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania. 
*  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  461. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  468. 
Vol.  XL— 18 
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Oboegb  Brtak  to  Skcpbtakt  ^BiDDLB.— S*at^  JAum. 

Phaadelphia,  12th  May,  1788. 
Sir, 

On  Friday  last  I  went  to  the  Hospitals  at  the  State  Island  (ao- 
oompanied  by  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  Baird)  to  view  the  condition  of  eyery 
thbg  there. 

The  Hospitals  require  a  new  cover  of  shingles.  The  southern  shed 
of  the  roof  is  the  worst,  but  the  whole  must  soon  be  renewed  in  order 
to  prerent  damage  to  the  Fabric.  I  would  observe  that  shingles 
and  workmanship  may  be  had  at  present,  on  very  moderate  terms. 

The  Whar/y  absolutely  necessary  for  the  landing  of  sick  persons 
from  ships,  is  much  damaged  by  Storms  and  the  driving  loe  duripg 
the  winter  season.  Should  the  repair  of  it  be  deferred,  the  mischief 
will  probably  be  greatly  heightened.  As  the  Wharf  is  chiefly  of 
Stone,  there  will  be  need  of  100  to  150  perches  of  heavy  picked 
Stone  from  one  of  the  Quarries  near' Chester  to  raise  it  high  enough 
to  withstand  the  rough  water;  this  I  am  told  may  coat  with  flat  hire 
8  or  10  s.  ^  Perch.  Filling  may  be  gotten  out  of  the  adjoining 
Cripple  ground,  as  blue  mud  will  be  the  best. 

Mb.  Jonbs,  the  steward  represents  that  the  pump  is  nearly  rotted, 
and  that  it  must  soon  be  useless.  A  pump  is  indispensible,  bat  I 
apprehend  as  the  well  is  shallow  a  short  Tree  will  suffice. 

Of  the  Funds  of  the  Hospital  arising  from  a  poll  Tax  of  Eighteen 
penoe  per  head  on  all  passengers  arriving  in  the  Port,  are  not  pco- 
duotive  at  present,  the  Trustees  must  refer  the  above  mentioned 
pariacukm  to  the  honourable  board,  to  whom  I  beg  you  will  ooiOf 
munioate  them.  Mr.  Bayard,  the  other  Trustee,  is  gone  to  New** 
Brunswiok. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  servant, 

GEO.  BRYAN. 
Directed 

To  Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Secretary  &c. 


Secbetart  Biddle  to  Justices  of  Berks  County,  1788. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  May  18th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

By  direction  of  Council  I  send  you  inclosed  a  list  of  Witneses* 
to  be  examined  upon  oath  before  you,  touching  the  irregularities 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  454. 
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[  <tf  *i  to  Eleotion  of  Jnstieed  of  tiie  peooe  Bold  on  the 
fovtoMith  of  iMt  HoDth  in  nd  for  the  diatriot  oompoeed  of  the  towo- 
Bhips  of  GolebrookdAki  Earl  and  Oley  in  the  Oonnty  of  Berks. 
I  am,  Gentlemen 

Tour  ofaadient  and  very  hmnUe  Serrail 
JAMES  TRIMBLE, 
for  CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Sec'j. 
Diretidd 

John  Otts  Jaoob  Weaver  and  Panl  Grosknp,  Esq'rs.,  Jiutioes  of 
the  peace  in  and  for  the  Ooontj  of  Berks,  or  one  of  them. 


Y.  P.  MuHLSiiBBBa  TO  CoL.  JosiAH  Habmar,  1788. 

In  Oonnoil, 

Philadelphia,  May  16th,  1788. 
Id  examining  ibe  Beeorde  of  Oonneil  we  iind  that  Thro'  inadver- 
tancy  a  Oommission  imned  to  Mr.  Spear  for  a  Lieatenaney  notwith- 
standing Oonneil  had  determined^  That  the  Officers  belonging  to  the 
Qaota  of  this  State,  should  rank  agreeably  to  Seniority  sinoe  they 
weed  commiasonM  in  Tonr  Reg't.  Oonncii  have  therefore  directed 
me  to  ffive  yon  this  information,  and  to  express  Their  desire  That 
the  final  determination  on  the  rank  of  Messrs.  Denny  and  Spear  may 
remain  suspended  nntill  You  have  an  of^rtunity  to  lay  their  seyeral 
pretensions  before  the  Board,  That  if  it  should  appear  Mr.  Denny  ia 
the  Senior  Officer  in  Tornr  Reg't,  he  may  be  Commission^  accord- 
ingly. P.  M.,  V.  P. 

Directed — Ho  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant  Josiah  Harmar. 


To  SsOBBtAKT  OV  FOBBIGN  ATVAIBS,  1788. 

(Circular) 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  17th  May,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed,  a  Copy  of  an  act  of  his  most  bhristian  Majesty's  Council  of 
8ute  "  for  the  Encouraament  of  the  Commerce  of  France  with  the 
United  States  of  Amenca"  passed  the  29th  December  1787,*  to- 
gether with  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  on  the  subject  of  it  from  his  Majesty's 
Comptroller  Qeneral  of  Finance  to  the  Honorable  Mr.  JeffersoOi 
dated  on  the  same  Day. — 

»  See  page  220.    Also,  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  468. 
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Al AoQgb  these  Papefs  hare  airoady  appeared  in  the  ChuetteSy  j^ 
ju>i  haying  been  nntil  lately  oommuQicated  offieially  to  Congrsea,  they 
oould  not  sooner  be  pablished  by  their  Authority.— 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 

great  Consideration  and  Bespeot 
Yonr  Ezoelleney's 

Most  ob't  and  very  h^ble  Serytt. 
Directed  JOHN  JAY. 

To  His  Exoellenoy  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin^  President  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Hasse  to  Hon.  Robbet  Teaill — John  Jungman, 

1788. 

Bethlehem^  May  19tb^  1788. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  a  Petition  to  Conticii  of  John  Jang- 
man,*  of  whom  a  Sam  of  Money  for  Arrearages  of  Sabstitnte  Money 
during  the  War^  is  now  demanded  by  Col.  Craig,  by  order  of  the 
Comptroller  General. 

The  Tenor  of  the  Petition  will  inform  yon  of  the  CironmstanoeSy 
according  ta Truth,  and  I  only  beg  leaye  to  add,  thai  John  Jnng- 
man,  after  having  been  actually  employed  as  an  Assistant  Mission- 
ary among  thi9  Indians  (chiefly  the  Mahikans)  for  several  years,  not 
as  an  Assistant  in  procuring  the  Living  of  the  other  Missionaries  only, 
but  to  learn  their  languages  and  to  teach  them  the  Doctrines  of 
Christianity  which  he  has  done  faithfully  as  long  as  he  was  able  and 
't\\\  a  very  severe  hypoohrondiao  disorder  obliged  him  to  return  to 
Bethlehem.  If  it  should  be  necessary  that  his  Sickness  should 
be  certified.  Dr.  Horsfield,  whose  Integrity  you  are  not  unac- 
quainted with,  will  at  any  time  be  willing  to  certify  the  same,  so, 
that  it  will  appear  that  he  was  absolutely  unfit  for  military  duty. 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  aquaint  you  that  it  is  a  Rule 
among  the  Brethren,  that  even  their  Missionaries  when  they  return, 
tho'  it  be  only  for  a  time,  will,  when  not  disabled  by  Sickuess,  do 
some  Work  in  order  to  earn  their  Living.  This  was  the  Case  with 
Juogman,  and  for  that  reason  and  by  the  advice  of  his  Physicians, 
who  thought  bodily  Exercise  very  beneficial  to  him,  he  worked  the 
Ferry  for  three  years  and  during  the  Time  when  the  Hospitals  and 
other  Parts  of  the  army  were  continually  passing  and  repassing  that 
Perry  over  the  Lehigh. — If  a  Certificate  for  that  Purpose  should  be 
necessary,  I  am  in  hopes  my  Testimony,  who,  You  know,  great  Part 
of  the  Time  was  employed  by  the  Directors  of  the  Hospital  as  Com- 
missary, would  be  accepted. 

*  See  page  804. 
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Pennit  me,  Sir,  to  add^  ihat  I  am  seoaible  that  any  other  Sooiety 
who  nsed  such  Endeayonrs  in  Civilising  the  Indians  by  instmoting 
them  in  the  Doctrines  of  Christianityi  and  by  this  became  so  benefi- 
eial  to  their  Country  in  Oeneral,  would  expect  it  in  Equity  of  Govem- 
menty  that  their  Missionaries,  tho'  not  ordained  Ministers,  when  they 
are  disabled  by  Sickness  to  continue  there,  should  be  free  from 
Military  Duty  afterwards,  and  it  is  my  private  Wish,  that  the  Honor^ 
able  the  Council  may  exempt  poor  Jungman  from  Military  Service 
far  the  time  to  oome,  tho'  he  is  too  modest  to  petition  for  nie  same. 
I  am  aware  of  the  Objections  against  it,  viz.  that  if  it  was  granted, 
the  Brethfen  might  send  all  their  young  People  there  upon  an 
Eirand  and  thereby  make  them  become  Assistants  and  so  avoid  bear- 
ing their  Shares  of  the  burthen  of  the  Country,  But  if  such  objectors 
would  only  be  pleased  to  consider  the  Expenoes  of  the  Journey  of 
one  single  Person  to  those  Parts,  they  would  find  the  Objection 
frivolous. 

I  will  not  lengthen  this  Letter  with  begging  Pardon  for  the  Trouble 
I  ^ve  you,  but  only  assure  You  that  I  am  sincerely  with  true  Regard 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  h'ble  SerVt 
Dirtcted,  JOHN  HASSE. 

Bobert  Traill,  Esq's, 
fftYOured  by  Cba's.  Mixsell. 


BoBERi  Traill  to  Prbs.  Franklin — Dbath  of 
B.  Lbvbrs,  1788. 

Easton^  May  2l6t^  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  yesterday  evening  Mr. 
Levers,*  the  Prothonotary  of  this  County  departed  this  life  leaving 
a  distressed  family. 

I  have  fastened  up  the  Office  for.the  safety  of  the  public  Becords 
&c,  as  I  have  had  the  care  of  the  same  during  his  late  Ilbess — 
should  any  thing  be  wanting,  shall  officiate  'till  Council  shall  be 
pleased  to  appoint  another  person. 

With  this  you'l  receive  my  Besignation"^  to  my  Seat  in  Counml 
and  my  Application  for  the  above  Office,  which  seems  rather  not  so 
clever  to  come  together,  but  hope  I  shall  be  excused — shall  be  under 
great  Obligations  to  your  Excellency  (should  you  think  me  worthy) 
to  promote  the  same. — ^I  remain  with  respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  h'ble  Serv't. 

BOB.  TBAILL. 
Directed^ 

Hia  Eixcellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq. 

♦  See  Cd.  Bee,  VoL  XV.,  pp.  460.  461 
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SxcRKTABT  OF  War  TO  Capt.  Z^Biotim,  1788. 

War  ofBoe,  Haj  20th,  1788. 
Sir, 

(    Your  favors  of  the  26th  and  28th  ultimo,  9th,&  1  Mi  Liataiit  with 
yout  aeooants  and  weekly  retam  enoloaed  have  been  duly  received. 

t  have  reoeivcd  officially  the  appointment  of  the  Pennsylvania 
offioersi  and  it  gives  me  pleasare  to  find  that  the  old  ones  are  con- 
tinued. 

With  respect  to  the  clothing  yoa  request  for  a  eadet,  you  will 
appropriate  -one  of  the  suits  that  are  to  be  sent  on  to  oomplete  year 
eompanys  clothing  to  this  purpose. 

All  the  Soldiers  whose  times  (^  service  have  Expired  and  who 
shall  not  re-cnlist,  will  receive  the  amount  of  the  elothing  due  then 
at  the  same  tidke  that  they  receive  their  pay. 

I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  receive  soon  the  nuHnes  heoessaiy  for 
continuing  the  recruiting  service  in  solid  coin,  as  the  depreciated 
paper  will  by  no  means  answer  your  purpose. 

I  am  satisfied  with  your  application  to  Doctor  Glentworth  for  his 
attention  to  your  men  when  sick,  but  in  this  business  it  is  necessary 
that  you  stipulate  with  him  the  terms  on  which  his  visits  are  to  be 
made  and  inform  me  thereof. 

I  desire  to  be  informed  how  long  it  will  be  according  to  year 
present  prospects  before  you  will  have  enlisted  the  numb^  of  men 
directed  in  your  instructions^  and  what  time  you  think  you  shall  be 
ready  to  march. 

I  am.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant^ 

J.  KNOX. 

Capt.  Zeigler. 


Gov.  Randolph  to  Pres.  Franelik,  1788. 

Bichmond,  May22,lt88. 
Sr,  . 

The  inclosed  act  of  the  executive  will  show  your  excellency,  that 
we  have  put  the  preparation  of  the  laws,  requested  in  a  letter  from 
the  vice  president,  in  a  fair  train.  I  hope  to  be  soon  able  to  for- 
ward them  to  the  supreme  executive  council. 

Last  night  I  received  your  fitvor  concerning  Joseph  Elam.  The 
testimony  against  him  is  so  well  authenticated,  that  not  knowing 
how  to  question  its  truth, — I  cannot  account  for  his  prudence  or 
conduct  and  discourse,  as  far  as  I  have  witnessed  them.  It  is  not 
my  wish  to  uphold  ally  violatfons  of  th^  peaoe,  or  countenance  any 
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Infractions  of  religions  order  and  decomm.  I  shall  therefore  state 
the  matter  to  him,  when  he  retnms,  acoording  to  my  present  view 
of  it,  and  donbt  not,  that  I  shall  prevent  a  repetition  of  his  improper 
behaviour. 

I  have  the  honor  sir, 
to  be  with  great  respeet| 

your  most  obed.  servt 

EDM.  RANDOLPH  * 


Pbocbedings  op  Coxtnoil  op  VibgikiA,  1788. 

In  Gonndli  May  21^  1788. 

The  Ckvemor  laid  before  the  board  a  letterf  from  the  Vice  Pkeei- 
dent  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
requesting  the  laws  of  Virginia,  *'  respecting  adjusting  of  tides  to 
"  unpatented  land  in  the  counties  of  Yohopania,  Monongalia  and 
^  Ohio,  together  with  such  other  laws  of  Virginia  as  were  enacted 
**  previous  to  the  final  ratification  of  the  compact  between  the  States 
^  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  and  the  act  of  the  convention  of 
'<  1776,  m  which  the  lands  and  territories,  included  within  the  char- 
"  tered  bounds  of  North  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania,  were  ceded  to 
^  the  people  of  the  said  states  respectively.^' 

Whereupon  it  is  advised,  that  the  Attorney  General  be  requested 
to  furnish  the  board  with  a  list  of  the  acts  described  as  aforesaid. 

That  the  Clerk  of  the  house  of  delegates  cause  copies  of  the  said 
acts  to  be  taken  and  transmitted  to  the  board  duly  authenticated : 

That  as  soon  as  the  said  acts  shall  be  received,  they  be  forwarded 
to  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  in  full  form  : 

That  ihe  said  supreme  executive  council  be  in  the  mean  time 
mformed,  that  the  instructions  aforesaid  have  been  ^ven,  that  it  is 
notwithstanding  probable,  that*  questions  may  arise,  connected  with 
laws,  which  do  not  seem  at  present  to  be  comprehended  in  their  re- 
quest, and  which  cannot  be  pointed  out  by  the  officers  of  this  state, 
without  some  knowledge  of  the  litigated  cases ;  that  it  is  therefore 
hoped  in  behalf  of  those  who  claim  under  Virginia,  that  as  the  Bx- 
eeutive  thereof  will  be  always  ready  to  supply  any  copies  of  publio 
sets,  which  the  supreme  executive  council  may  desire,  they  will  be 
notified  from  time  to  time,  (if  no  rule  of  proceeding  be  thereby 
▼iofaited)  of  the  necessity  of  such  acts  being  product  before  the 
board  of  property  :  and. 

That  no  such  county  as  the  county  of  Yohogania  now  ensts ;  that 
part  of  it,  which  was  left  within  the  limits  of  this  Oommonwealtb 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV%,  p.  465.        See  page  284. 
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after  the  eztenflion  of  the  western  boandary  between  Fennsylvaaia 
and  Virginia,  having  been  bj  law  added  to  the  County  of  Ohio. 
All  whioh  the  Governor  orders  aocordingljy 

Eztraot  from  the  Hinntes^ 

SAM.  COLEMAN,  A.  C.  C* 


Report  to,  and  Rbsolution  of,  Congress,  1788. 

United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

May  22  1788. 

The  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Dane,  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr- 
Irvine,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Brown,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
Motion  of  Mr.  Dane,  relative  to  public  and  unsettled  Aeoomtts, 
having  reported. 

That,  on  carefully  examining  the  subject  referred  to  them,  they 
find  that  during  the  late  war,  and  especially  in  the  early  periods  of 
it,  many  millions  of  dollars  were  advanced  by  the  United  States  to 
sundry  persons,  of  the  expenditures  whereof  proper  accounts  have 
not  been  rendered  :  and  though  the  persons  who  have  been  entrus- 
ted with  public  monies  have  been  frequently  called  upon  to  settle 
their  accounts  by  the  acts  and  officers  of  Congress,  yet  in  many  cases 
they  have  not  produced  or  exhibited  to  the  proper  officers  any  docu- 
ments or  vouchers  on  whioh  regular  settlements  can  be  made. — 
That  several  accounts  of  very  considerable  extent  have  been  taken 
up,  and  so  far  passed  on,  that  balances  appear  to  be  stated  generally, 
and  in  some  cases  payment  made,  though  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
proper  statements  were  made  of  the  articles  which  composed  those 
accounts,  or  that  the  regular  vouchers  were  produced  to  support  the 
charges  in  them.  Accovints  thus  imperfectly  stated  and  unsuppor- 
ted, the  Committee  conceive  are  justly  liable  to  revision;  and 
particularly  so,  as  it  does  not  appear  that  the  parties  have  at  any 
time  considered  them  as  being  finally  settled. — ^That  from  a  general 
view  of  this  subject,  the  Committee  are  Induced  to  think  and  believe, 
that  the  United  States  have  already  suffered  very  great  inconveni- 
enoies  by  inexcusable  negligence  and  unauthorised  delays,  in  persons 
entrusted  with  public  monies,  in  not  rendering  and  settling  their  ao- 
cotints ;  and  that  it  is  become  highly  expedient  that  decisive  measures 
be  speedily  adopted  for  closing  all  the  unsettled  accounts  of  the  late 
war — and  therefore  the  Committee  are  of  opinion.  That  the  Board  of 
Treasury  be  directed,  to  cause  suits  to  be  commenced,  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  against  all  persons  who  stand  charged  with  public 
monies  or  other  property ;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  com- 
menced within  three  months  from  this  date^  against  all  those  persons 

*  See  |k>l.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  466. 
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vbo  1miv6  been  ftlrMriy  ^^eekHj  reqttirod  to  setfle  Iheir  aooottiitff  hj 
tlie  pvoper  officers,  and  who  §kaU  not  wiihia  thtl  time  adopt  and 
pnrsiie  measiireB  elfeotoftl,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  Boavd,  for  Mt- 
tling  the  same  ;^  and  within  five  months  from  this  date,  against  all 
other  persons  so  charged,  and  who  shall  not  within  that  tiAie  adopt 
and  pnrsae  like  measures ;  and,  that  when  any  material  questions 
shall  arise  concerning  any  doubtful  or  partial  settlements  of  accounts 
which  ma^  have  been  made,  or  concerning  the  operation  of  any  par- 
tioular  Boit%  the  said  Board  be  directed  to  state  to  Congress,  particu* 
Isrly  the  ciroamstances  of  the  case,  with  their  opinion  thereon. 
SMOlyed^  That  Gongrea  agree  to  the  said  Seport. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


SfiGfBBTART  OF  CONQEBSS  TO  PRBB.  FrANELIK,  1788. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

Mi^  26th.  1788. 
Sir, 

I  ha^  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Ezoellency  herewith  en- 
«lo0Bd,  an  aot  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  passed 
the  22ad,— By  this  and  their  act  of  the  8th,  which  I  had  the  honof 
ef  tnmsmittinf  with  my  Letter  of  the  12th,  it  is  hoped  the  Aocounts 
between  the  United  States  and  Indhridual  persona  will  speedOy  be 
brought  to  a  eiose. 

With  great  Bespect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Bxoellency's  Moat 

Obedient  &  most  hum  Serv't, 

CHAS.  THOBISON. 

To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pen- 
sylvania. 


SBCRirrARY  OF  PoRBiOK  Afpairs,  1788. 

(Circular.) 
Office  lor  foreign  Affairs,  26th  May,  1788. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Dumas,  agreeable  to  the  Request  of  the  Envoy  extraordinary 
of  his  Swedish  Majesty  at  the  Hague,  has  transmitted  to  me  a  Note 
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h0'rtQW«d  from  ^M  Miaister,  wbicb  I  baye  in^  Uie  Honbr  of  ooib- 
jtnnioatitis  to  your  Bxeelleooy,  in  order  that  suoh  Moasaree  may  be 
taken  on  uia  aabjeofc  atf  GirovmBtanoea  and  the  Laws  of  Nations  maj 
cKotota. 

With  great  raspeot  and  Oonsiderationy 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  yonr  Bxoellency'B 

Most  obedient  and  humble  Servant^ 

JOHN  JAY  * 
Directedy 

To  His  Bzoellenoy  Doot'r  Benjamin  Franklin^  President  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


KOTE. 

The  Siear  Adolph  Rozendorff,  Major  in  the  King's  Serviee,  haa 
informed  the  Royal  College  of  Commerce,  that  Captain  Adolph 
Frederick  Dahlberg,  commanding  the  merchant  Ship,  (formerly  a 
corvette)  called  the  Marie  Elizabeth,  belonging  to  the  said  Major, 
took  in  a  Cargo  at  Pilan  in  the  Summer  of  1785,  for  Gottenburg : 
That  the  said  Major,  having  received  no  advioe  of  the  Fate  of  his 
Ship  since  that  Time,  nor  of  the  Crew,  concludod  they  were  lost  and 
foandered  at  sea,  until,  by  chance,  Information  from  soveral  Nor* 
wegian  Sailors  arrived  at  Carkorone  from  Copenhagen,  who  aaaorod 
him  that  they  had  met  with  the  said  Dahlberg,  &  hu  Ship,  in  a  Port 
of  the  Danish  Colonies,  in  the  West  Indies.     On  which  the  Major, 
having  obliged  the  sailors  to  verify  their  Information  before  a 
Magistrate,  they  declared  under  oath,  that  at  Copenhagen  they 
met  with  several  Norwegi&n  Sailors,  who  told  them  that  in  a  Danish 
Settlement  in  the  Wfest  Indies  they  had'con versed  with  some  Swedish 
sailors,  who  said  they  were  originally  from  Gottenburg : — That  the 
Captain  of  their  Ship  was  called  Adolph  Frederick  Dahlberg,- a  native 
of  Calmar  in  Sweden,  of  middle  size,  and  a  dark  ill  looking  oounte- 
nance,  brown  Hair  cut  round  bis  Head,  that  the  Vessel  he  had  was 
painted  black  from  the  Wales  to  the  Deck,  and  must  have  been 
formerly,  from  her  Construction,  a  Sloop  of  War.     Rozendor£F  con- 
cludes from  this  Deposition,  and  the  Conformity  of  Features,  that 
the  said  deseribed  Dahlberg  is  no  other  than  the  master  of  his  Ves- 
sel, who  was  sailing  the  seas  in  a  fraudulent  Manner,  and  had  run 
away  with  his  Ship.     Therefore  at  his  Solicitation,  the  undersigned 
is  re(}nested  by  the  commercial  College  to  communicate  the  aforesaid 
Particulars  to  Mr.  Dumas,  Charg6  des  Affaires,  from  the  United 
States  of  Americe,  to  the  States  general,  and  to  desire  him  to  take 
kttch  measures  in  regard  to  his  respective  Superiors,  as  he  may  think 

*  See  Col.  Eeo-,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  463. 
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ihe  moBk  proper,  to  prooare  the  Arreat  of  the  said  Dahlberg  ft  his 
Yeflsel,  Bhould  he  enter  any  of  the  American  Ports  within  toe  Do- 
minions of  the  United  States,  the  Sequestration  of  his  Effects,  &  the 
CoDTeyance  of  his  Person  &  Ship  to  the  custody  of  the  Swedish 
Government  in  the  Island  of  St.  Bartholemew,  which  the  undersigned 
now  does  by  this  Present,  promising  a  perfect  Reciprocity  whenever 
a  similar  case  shall  happen. 

Dahlberg  is  a  native  of  Calmar,  in  Sweden,  rather  short  than  tall, 
of  a  dark  brown  complexion,  his  Hair  brown  approaching  to  black| 
his  Eyes  deep  set  in  his  Head,  being  moreover,  heavy  and  fbt.  The 
Ship  built  partly  of  Oak,  and  partly  of  Pine,  carrying  about  22 
L&i^,  &  was  formerly  built  to  serve  as  a  Sloop  of  War.  She  was 
painted  black  when  she  sailed  from  Calmar,  &  has  the  Image  of  a 
young  Lady  for  her  head^  &  is  called  the  Marie  Elizabeth. 

Signed,  SCHULTZ  VON  ASOHERADEN. 

Envoy  Extraordinary  from  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden* 


Timothy  Pickering  to  Jitdoes  of  the  Supreme  Court, 

1788. 

Wilkesborough,  May  26thy  1788. 
Qentlemen, 

I  WM  lately  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  lOth  instant,  and 
•peeably  to  your  request  have  taken  a  recognizance  of  ten  freeholders 
to  the  amount  of  two  thousand  pounds,  for  the  appearance  of  John 
Knnklin  a*  the  next  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  to  be  held  in  this 
county,  to  take  his  trial  for  hi^h  treason,  &  his  keeping  the  peace  & 
being  of  the  good  behaviour  m  the  mean  time.  The  sureties  ao^ 
knowledged  themselves  indebted  each  in  a  certain  sum,  being,  as  I 
judged,  owners  of  lands  of  those  respectives  values;  and  it  did  not 
oeour  to  me  till  now  that  it  might  be  your  intention  that  they  should 
bo  jointly  bound  for  the  entire  sum  of  £2000.  But  I  was  led  to 
take  thereeognisanee  in  that  form  from  the  usual  praetice  of  binding 
two  sureties  each  in  half  the  sum  required  of  the  principal.  I  trust 
however  it  will  answer  the  purpoee  for  which  it  was  designed. 
I  am^  OeQtlemen^ 

very  respectfully 

your  obed't  servant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING  * 
Dtreeied^ 

The   Honourable  Thomas  McKean,   Esquire^  &  Jacob  Rush^ 
EsquirC;  Philadelphia.  / 

*  See  Ool«  Rea,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  465. 
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Sin 

I  received  information  last  evening  by  Capt'n  Hartsoff  that  Qne  of 
Franklin's  best  friends  told  a  person  in  Wilkesbor'g  that  all  thai 
party  wanted  was  to  Git  Franklin  oat  of  Confinement  and  if  as  much 
again  bail  had  been  required  they  would  have  Given  it  but  as  soou 
as  Franklin  was  at  liberty;  Bail  Law  and  all  should  go  together  foe 
they  did  not  regard  those  bonds  Given.  I  shall  be  at  Wilkesburgh 
to-morrow.  I  think  enquiry  ought  to  be  made  before  somebodj 
goes  to  Philadelphia. 

I  am^  Sir,  yonrsy 

LAW.  MYERS. 

May  27th,  1788. 
Directed, 

Ool.  Pickering. 


Timothy  PioKBRiNa  to  V.  P.  MuHLENBERa,  1788. 

Wilkesborough,  May  27, 1788. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  inclosed  letters  to  the  Chief  Justice  &  Mr.  Bnrd  I  should 
have  transmitted  directly  to  them  had  I  not  just  been  informed 
that  the  Supreme  Court  were  sitting  now  at  Carlisle,  k  both  those 
gentlemen  might  be  absent.  The  letter  to  the  Chief  Jusdee  is  in 
answer  to  one  reo'd  from  him  &  Mr.  Rushi  desiring  me  to  take  a  re* 
oognizaaoe  of  so  siany  fieoholdeis  here  as  were  worth  iSSOOO.— -The 
letter  to  Mr.  Burd  incloses  the  reoogniaaDee  I  have  taken.  Should 
those  gentlemen  be  absent,  you  will  take  what  order  is  neeessary  in 
the  mattw. 

The  half  Sbanmen  are^taking  possession  of  the  lands  ass^ed  them 
by  Franklin,  particularly  at  Tioga.  John  Swifi,  filisha  Satterly, 
Wm.  Slocum  &  Matthewson  (all  I  belieTe  late  officers  of 

Franklin,)  are  among  them.  These  four  persons  (I  am  just  iafotmed,) 
have  taken  possession  of  the  lands  they  claim  there,  tmrning  off  by 
force  the  former  ooeupants.  Whether  the  latter  had  any  riffhi  to 
their  possessions  I  know  not :  bat  Ihrce  is  the  mode  genendlj 
adopted  in  that  part  of  the  county  to  gain  possession  of  lands ;  and 
this  morning  John  Jenkins  (usually  called  Major  Jenkins,  & 
Franklin's  compeer,)  avowed  to  me  explicitly  that  there  was  no  other 
mode  by  which  any  man  in  the  county  claiming  land  under  the 
Susquebannah  Company  oonld  get  possession  of  them.  "  There  is, 
said  he,  no  law  in  this  county  for  trying  the  titles  of  land :  For  the 
only  rules  by  which  they  should  be  tried  are  the  regulations  of  the 
Susquehanna  Company ;  and  those  regulations  are  not,  nor  can  be 
admitted  to  govern  the  courts  of  law  in  their  deciBions,  until  de- 
clared to  be  laws  by  an  act  of  the  Qenesal  Assembly.'^  I  answered, 
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That  saoh  of  those  regalatioofl  as  were  made  prior  to  the  deoree  of 
Trenton,  woold  ffovern  the  oonrte  of  hw  in  all  dtsptttes  abont  the  titles 
of  land  among  the  OcmnecHcut  CKatmonte,  and  that  a  positive  deolan- 
imy  sot  was  not  neoesBary  for  that  purpose.  Bat  he  persisted  in 
his  former  assertion.  Then  (said  I)  yonr  meaning  is,  that  there 
being  no  lav  as  you  say,  to  try  the  title  of  yonr  lands,  when  any 
one  olatms  apartionlar  traet  he  is  to  take  possession  by  force  7  *^  it 
is/'  said  he. 

I  will  make  no  comments  on  these  transactions  and  opinions. 

I  beg  the  favonr  of  you  to  deliver  the  inclosed  letter  to  Mr, 
Hodgdon  as  speedily  as  may  be,  and  remain, 
with  respect  &  affection 

your  most  h'ble  servant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKEEINO. 
JHrected^ 
The  Hon'ble  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Esq. 


John  P.  Schott  to  V.  P.  MuHLBNBMa,  1788. 

WUksbarre^  May  29th;  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  undertaken  to  raise  a  Troop  of  Light  Dragoons*  and  have 
got  forty-two  the  very  best  young  gentlemen  in  this  oounly  and 
true  suporters  of  the  Law,  I  had  87  of  them  together  last  Monday 
the  26  Inst.,  and  proper  Inspectors  appointed  to  Elect  their  officers 
where  they  chose  your  Humble  Servant  for  their  Commander,  Lord 
Butler  for  first  Leu't,  Boswell  Welb  for  second  Leu't  and  Ebeneaer 
Bowman  for  Comet,  the  whole  troop  is  to  equip  themselves.  I  have 
the  Honour  to  send  you  a  Copy  of  their  Ingadgement  and  the  retun 
of  the  Election.  I  hope  the  Honorable  Counsel  Will  send  us  the 
Commissions  as  your  Honours  will  find  this  Troop  very  servisable 
in  this  County,  there  is  no  news  here  at  present  only  there  is  more 
than  one  thousand  people  gone  throw  this  settlement  to  Niagara 
within  two  weeks. 

I  have  the  Honour  to 

subscribe  my  self,  Sir, 

your  Most  obe't 

and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  P.  SCHOTT. 
IHreeted, 

Oenenl  Mnhlenberg,  Tice  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Coonetl  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

*  Soe  page  200. 
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John  P.  Schott  to  V.  ?•  MuHLBWBiaa,  1788. 

Wilksbane,  May  SOib,  1788. 
Sir, 

1  just  remember  a  thing  I  for  got  in  my  letter  from  yesterday.  I 
gliould  wish  you  would  send  me  about  six  of  those  Bills  ordered  to 
be  printed  for  consideration  in  regard  to  the  seventeen  Townships, 
which  diould  be  confirmed  to  us,  aa  I  find  some  of  the  unruly  People 
doubt  it  J  the  Bearer  is  a  save  hand  to  bring  them  and  the  Commissions 
too,  if  Counsel  should  see  fit,  which  will  give  great  Satisfactioa  to 
to  your  Humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  P.  SCHOTT. 
Dirededf 

The  Honorable  Vice  Presedent  of  the  Commonwelth  of  Pennsyl- 
yania,  Philadelphia. 


StATB  or  THX  BlSPBESXNTATIOlf  IN    GONGBESS  VOR  MaBCS, 

1788. 

7  States— 9  days,  8  States  9  days, 

5     do  —8    do,  2      do  10  do. 

Pennsylvania— throughout  the  month  by  four  members,  yis. ; 
Irvine,  Armstrong,  Beid  and  Bingham. 


Jaues  Finlbt  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

Honoured  Sir : , 

Notwithstanding  A  Grateful  Scnce  of  the  Honour  done  me  in 
being  nominated  t)y  the  Neighbourhood,  and  Authorised  by  the 
President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council,  to  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  also  of  the  Common  pleas ;  but  not  finding  Atat 
Satisfaction  of  mind  in  the  Execution  that  I  had  figured  to  myself, 
but  the  reverse,  on  account  whereof  I  have  declined  acting  for  some 
months  past,  I  think  it  necessary  to  trouble  your  Excellency  and 
Council  with  A  minute  detail  of  my  reasons  for  this  step  I  have 
taken ;  yet,  I  would  observe,  that,  in  the  Execution  of  that  Office, 
the  Wicked  and  the  Wretched  are  those  with  whom  we  chiefly  have 
to  do,  which  affords  mortifying  views  of  Human  nature.  It  is  oer- 
.tainly  A  Qreat  unhapiness  that  the  best  provided  Remedy,  in  its 
operation,  too  often  savours  of  an  evil ;  and  now.  Sir,  as  I  can  have 
no  pleasure  in  being  the  Minister  of  Misery  to  any,  especially  seeing 
that  that  is  the  certain  thing  I  could  promise  myself  by  continueing 
in  Office ;  therefore,  after  long  and  mature  deliberation,  I  now  lay 
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before  you  tliis  my  lengnatioD,  not  doabiing  yoiir  umptentf^  ubioh 
will  be  esteemed  A  iiiYoar  by  your  Ezoellenoy  and  Gooaeil'a  Moat 
obedient  and  very  Homble  Senraniy 

JAMES  PINLET. 
Hay  26, 1780. 

To  hia  Exeelleaoy  Benjamin  Franklin,  Preaident,  aad  Supreme 
Ezeeutive  Couaeil, 


OfFIGBBS  XV    OoifPANT  OV  LlGHT    DBAaOONB  IK    LUKBRNB 

County,  1788. 

Luieme  County,  May  26^,  1788. 
These  are  to  Cerlifye  that  the  Persona  formiiig  a  Company  of 
Light  Dragoona  in  this  County  have  Chosen  ua,  the  Sobseriben,  to 
Inspect  the  Election  of  Officers  to  Command  them ;  thirty-seven  of 
the  Eleetora  being  preaent,  they  proceeded  to  Vote  aa  follows : 

John  Paal  Schott,  Esq.,  Capt,  36, 
Boswell  Wells,  2d  Lieaten*,  23, 
Bbeneser  Bowman,  Comet,  27, 
Lord  Butler,  1*'  Lieoto*,  80. 

We  further  Certifye,  that  the  above  is  a  true  return  without  fraud 
or  Collusion. 

EUSHA  BLACEMANJ    ^""^V^^^^ 
Indorsed, 
Bead  June  5, 1788. 


Military  Company  in  Luzerne  Co.,  1788. 

Wilksbarre^  in  Luzerne  County,  May  6**,  1788. 
We,  the  Subscribers,  Voluntarily  Engage  to  serve  in  the  Troops 
of  Ught  I]Niigoonsf  which  is  to  be  raised  by  Capt*  John  P.  Sohott. 
in  the  County  of  Luzerne  aforesaid,  and  Promise  to  Obey  all  Lawful 
(hdeoi  which  we  ahall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  or  our  Superior  Officers.  In  Witness  whereof 
we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands. 

John  Paul  Schott,  William  Hydi, 

Moses  Sill,  Eleazer  Blaokmlin, 

Isaac  D.  Tripp,  William  Smith, 

Benjamin  Dorrance,  William  Jacksen, 


*  See  page  297. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


fm 


FEirNSTIiVANUL  AB0HIT1B  178& 


JoflhtuPMhiiriC; 
John  Ooye, 
Boaewdl  WeUg, 

WUli  Gallap, 
Peter  Geer, 
Jabes  Sill, 
Lord  Btitlery 
Silas  Jackson^ 
Hallet  Gallup, 
Ebeneser  SIochiDi 
Eleazer  Bowman, 
John  Dowmsg, 
Christian  Ochmig^ 
Naphtaly  Harlbuty 
Lemuel  Gaylord, 
Lhmm  WiUiams, 
Ichahod  Bkokman 


John  Stepelf 
Henry  Staik, 
Jabes  Fish, 
James  Stewart, 
Johoida  P.  Johnson, 
Jonathan  StevenS| 
Assa  Stevens, 
Ben.  Brown, 
Moses  Atherton. 
Benedict  Satterle, 
Ira  ManTile, 
ElyMuivill, 
John  Yntte, 
Nathaniel  Walker, 
Adm.  Diller, 
film.  Ghatdiibk. 


Seo't  of  War  to  Oapt.  David  Zbialib,  1788. 

War  Office,  Jane  3, 1788. 
Sir, 

Tonr  letters  of  the  28th  and  30th  ultimo  have  been  received. 

I  am  exceedingly  desirous,  that  your  complement  of  men  should 
be  recruited  as  soon  as  possible,  and  therefore  I  am  sorry  that  your 
prospects  are  less  flattering  than  when  you  first  commenced  the  re- 
cruiting  service. 

Company  books  of  the  large  kind  are  forwarded  by  Captain  Brad- 
ford for  the  whole  regiment;  any  temporary  amneement  therefore 
will  answer  your  purpose  until  your  arrival  on  the  nrontiers. 

When  you  march,  an  arrangement  must  be  made  for  the  acoom* 
modation  of  some  stores  for  Brigadier  General  Harmar.  It  is  not, 
however,  probable  that  he  can  possibly  require  a  whole  waggon  for 
his  own  use. 

As  to  any  of  your  soldiers  selling  l^eir  arrearages  of  pay,  I  oan« 
not  countenance  the  measure.  The  men  ought  to  be  checked  in 
any  such  improper  desires.  They  have  latdy  reeerved  three  aKmtbe 
pay;  and  they  will  fifom  time  to  time  receive  their  aneaorages. 
Tney  are  suppUed  with  rations  and  clothing,  and  thej  ought  not  to 
be  suffered  to  sell  their  arrearages  for  less  than  its  proper  value, 
espeoiiUly  as  all  necessaaries  are  furnished  them*    They  wm  receive 
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another  months  paj  previous  to  their  departure.    I  presume  that 
these  reasons  will  have  equal  influence  on  your  conduct  as  an  officer 
whose  reputation  is  deservedly  established. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  humble  Servt., 

J.  KNOX. 
J>irected, 
Captain  David  Zeigler. 


Capt.  D.  Zbiglbr  to  Ssobetart  Bidble,  1788. 

Sir, 

The  Frequent  application  which  are  made  for  some  of  my  manns, 
(for  small  trifle,)  make  me  to  take  the  Liberty  of  addressing  myself 
to  your  soodness,  if  men  for  a  small  sum  can  be  taken  from  mC; 
what  wiU  beoome  with  the  Recruiting  Service. 

The  many  favors  received  from  you,  make  me  the  Bolder,  with 
the  humbly  wish,  your  honble  Body  to  some  assistence  respecting 
it. 

Suffer  me  to  recommend  me  to  your  good  wishes,  remain  with 
much  Esteem 

Sir,  your  most 

hble.  &  obd.  Servant, 

DAVID  ZEIGLER, 

Phihidelphia,  June  6th,  '88. 
Directed^ 

Charles  Biddio,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 
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y.  p.   MUHLENBERa  TO   CoMM'BS  TO  LuZERNE,  1788. 

In  Council; 

Philad'a,  Jane     ;  1788. 
Gkntlemen^ 

The  General  Asaembly  by  their  resolution  of  the  27th  of  March 
last,  having  directed  the  S.  E.  Council  in  the  following  words  to 
wit: 

And  Council  considering  it  their  duty  to  carry  into  effect  the 
measures  contained  in  the  said  resolution  by  the  appointment  of  two 
discreet  persons,  whose  business  it  sh'  be  to  view  the  lands  compre- 
hended therein,  and  make  a  true  report.  They  hereby  commission 
you  for  those  purposes ;  requesting  you  wou'd  proceed  without  delay 
to  the  County  of  Luzem  and  consult  Mess**  Montgomery  &  Qray 
deputy  Surveyors  of  that  Country,  who  are  instructed  to  assist  you 
with  all  draughts  of  surveys  and  any  useful  information  or  advice 
in  their  power.  Col.  Pickering  also,  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
Sessions,  will  furnish  you  with  descriptions  of  the  townships  com- 
prehended in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  In  full 
expectation  that  you  will  compass  the  business  with  all  necessary 
care  and  dispatch,  so  as  that  the  Board  may  be  enabled,  by  your  re- 
port principally,  to  comply  with  the  intention  of  the  Legislature.  I 
heartily  wish  you  health  and  success,  &c. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

with  great  Respect, 

your  most  obedient  & 

very  humble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG.* 
Indorsed, — ^To  Stephen  Balliet  &  Major  Armstrong. 


Sec'y  Biddlb  to  Col.  John  Craig,  1788. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  June  6th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Council  have  before  them  a  petition  from -John  Youngmant  of 
Bethlehem,  praying  to  be  discharged  from  payment  of  some  Militia 
substitute  fines  with  which  he  stands  charged ;  and  the  Board  upon 
consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  the  petitioner  as  stated,  seem 
disposed  to  grant  the  prayer  of  his  petition  if  you  have  no  objec- 
tions to  offer  to  induce  them  to  act  otherwise.    You  will  therefore 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol  XY.,  pp.  472.  528.  f  Sm»  page  288. 
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be  pleased  to  write  to  Coancil  upon  thig  buBiness^  and  in  the  mean 
time  it  is  their  wbh  that  you  would  suspend  any  proceedings  against 
Mm. 

I  ami  Sir,  with  respect, 

Your  obedient  and 

Terj  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE,  for 
CHARLES  BIDDLE, 

Seoretary. 
Direeiedj 

Col.  John  Craig,  Lieutenant  of  Northampton  Co'y. 


Mbssbs.  Smith  &  Hbnbbrbon  to  Pms.  Franklik,  1878. 

Huntington,  June  6th,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  unhappy  Disturbances,  which  for  some  Time  past  have  sub- 
aisted  in  this  County,  have  of  late  risen  to  such  an  alarming  Height, 
that,  disagreeable  as  the  Task  is  to  men  of  Feeling,  we  conceive  our- 
selves under  the  necessity,  from  the  Duty  we  owe  the  Public,  as 
Conservators  of  the  Peace,  of  laying  a  true  State  of  Facts  before 
your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

The  first  Day  of  March  Sessions  now  past,  a  number  of  Men 
armed  with  Bludgeons  came  riotously  into  the  Town,  and  brought 
with  them  an  Effigy  which  they  called  and  intended  for  Col.  Canan, 
a  Member  of  your  Honourable  Board.  The  Court  was  sitting, 
Messrs  Philips  and  Henderson,  two  of  the  bench  went  |to  the  upper 
End  of  the  town,  met  them,  and  pointed  out  the  evil  Consequences 
of  such  outrageous  Proceedings.  They  however  proceeded,  and 
marched  down  the  Allegany  Street,  with  their  Image,  shouting  re- 
peatedly, untill  they  came  to  the  House  in  which  the  Court  sat. 
There  they  made  such  a  noise  as  rendered  it  impossible  to  proceed 
with  Business.  After  several  warnings  to  desist,  or  go  to  some 
other  Place,  the  Sheriff  was  ordered  to  take  and  commit  one  who 
appeared  the  most  clamorous. — He  was  rescued  by  others.  A  Riot 
ensued  for  some  time — But  no  Injury  was  received. — A  Bill  of 
Iddictment  for  Rescue  and  Riot  was  found  against  the  Principals^ 
but  could  not  then  be  tried. 

In  pursuance  of  Notices,  for  thut  Purpose  given  by  the  County 
Lieutenant;  Colooel  Canan's  Batallion  of  Militia  assembled  in  a 
Field  in  Hart's  Log  Settlement — After  falling  into  the  Ranks,  an 
objection  was  made  to  mustering  under  Col.  Canan  and  Major 
Spencer  who  have  been  in  Commission  above  two  years. — It  was 
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now  alledged  that  Col.  Woodu^  now  &  Member  of  your  Honerable 
Boards  then  Lieutenant  of  Bedford  County,  in  whicn  the  said  Batal- 
lion  was  at  that  time,  had  held  an  unfair  Election,  and  procured 
such  men  to  be  returned  as  pleased  himselfr-The  Lieuteipant  was 
violently  assaulted  and  received  severe  Blows  from  sevend  People 
as  did  a  Gentlemen  who  interfered  with  a  Desire  io  protect  him  and 
to  preserve  order.  This  mattist  however  soon  was  at  an  End. — 
A  person  assuming  eommand|  or  being  previously  appointed  for  that 
Purposoi.  ordered  that  '<  Those  who  had  any  Objections  to  serve 
under  the  present  Field  Officers  should  draw  off  by  themselves." — 
Above  one  third  of  the  Batallion  marched  from  the^Ranks  and  drew 
up  in  Front  of  the  Remainder*  It  must  however  be  observed  Uiat 
several  of  Those  deluded  People  were  totally  ignorant  of  what  they 
were  about;  and  some' others  accompanied  them  thro'  Fear.  The 
Lieutenant  and  Field  Officers,  finding  that  no  Muster  Boll  could  be 
called;  and  that  their  further  Stay  was  unnecessary,  attended  by  the 
greatest  Number  of  the  toell  inclined  quitted  the  field  and  retiied  to 
their  Homes. — ^Application  was  made  Qome  Pays  after  to  Mr.  Smfth 
to  issue  warrants  against  three  of  the  principal  Rioters.  They  were 
served  soon  after.  They  submitted  to  the  Constable  and  went  with 
him  before  Thomas  McCune,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  this 
County.  He  took  no  further  Cognizance  of  the  matter  than  enter- 
ing Bail  to  the  Constable  for  their  Appearance  before  Mr.  Smith  in 
five  Days — Daring  this  time,  they,  by  amasing  Diliffence  collected 
a  large  Body  of  Men.  On  the  day  appointed  the  prisoners  were 
brougnt  before  Mr.  Smith  by  the  Constable.  His  Office  was  in- 
stantly filled.  They  refused  to  five  Security — nay  pressed  to  be  oom- 
mited,  and  threatened  him  shoiud  he  refuse. — ^Aware  of  their  Designs, 
having  no  proner  and  sufficient  Prison  as  yet  erected,  knowing  the 
Strength  wnioh  was  soon  to  follow  them,  and  unwilling  to  give  a 
Pretence  for  their  committing  those  Outrages  to  which  they  seemed 
but  too  much  inclined,  He  thought  himself  justifiable  in  refusing 
their  Request — He  informed  them  of  the  uncomfortable  Situation 
of  the  Ooal,  which,  which  b  but  a  Block  Hovm  ;  that  as  two  of 
them  were  Men  of  Landed  Property,  and  the  Court  was  to  meet  in 
eight  Days,  He  could  trust  to  themselves.  More  especially  as  Mr. 
MoCune  had  already  bailed  them  from  the  Constable. — Finding  him 
determined  not  to  commit  them,  one,  whom  he  since  discovered  to 
have  a  large  Cutlass  conoealed  under  his  Coat,  insulted  him  grosly 
and  threatened  him  violently. — It  was  impossible  to  do  any  thing  in 
this  Situation — They  left  the  Office.  About  one  o'clock  above  ninety 
Men  came  into  the  Town,  near  Sixty  of  them  with  Rifles  and  Mus- 
kets— the  Remainder  with  Clubs,  Scalping  Knifes  and  Tomahawka 
concealed  under  their  Coats — ^They  marched  down  the  Main  or 
Alleghany  Street  to  the  Lower  End  of  the  Town,  then  up  St.  Clair 
Street  to  Hill  Street,  up  that  Street  to  the  Middle  of  the  Town— 
and  formed  in  a  Circle  on  the  Diamond  or  Court  House  Square- 
Mr.  Smith  was  then  called  into  the  Centre  and  commanded  to  tear 
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fhe  Wamntfi  which  had  been  rotarned  to  him — ^This  he  lefiued  to 
do— But)  as  ihev  were  in  hie  Pooket^  not  hmUg  had  time  to  die- 
poee  of  tbem  ouerwise,  he  delirered  them  to  one  of  the  Leaden — 
A  man,  who  had  previonalj  presented  a  Rifle  three  times  to  his 
breasty  but  was  prevented  by  some  others  from  perpetrating  his 
wiokid  Designs  came  from  the  Baxkks  and  tore  the  WanaotSy 
throwing  aome  Parts  of  them  at  him  and  saying  ^  Bee  now  what 
it  18  to  be  MagiBtimte/'— The  Clerk  was  now  ordered  to  bring  the  in»- 
diotment  whi&  at  the  last  Seasiona  was  found  aeainst  some  Riot- 
ers— ^He  did^^t  waa  destroyed.  Mr.  Smith  kft  &e  Eield  and  met 
Mr.  Henderaon  who  had  just  returned  from  a  Visit— They  went  to- 
gether into  tiie  House  in  whidh  the  Court  as  held-— A  number  of 
armed  men  oame  and  ordered  the  Clerk  to  bring  the  fleasions  Docket 
—They  oblitentod  ihe.ol)noziou8  Parts.-— Soon  after  Messrs  Smith 
and  Henderson  having  received  Intelliffenoe  that  scmie  Misdiief  was 
intended  them,  agreed  to  separate — ^Mr.  Hendersons  Hor»  being 
privately  broa^t  by  a  friend  he  rode  down  the  river— Mn  Smith  re- 
tired to  a  House  oooupied  by  a  family  who  had  lately  oome  to  the 
Place,  where  it  was  not  suspected  he  had  an  Aeqnaintanecu  Several 
Houses  were  searched  for  them,  their  own  repeatedly.-r-The  Sheriff 
and  his  Friend  Mr.  McMutrie  Who  had  assisted  him  on  the  Field  at 
the  Review,  had  left  Home  the  Day  before,  or  Death  or  something 
worse  would  have  been  the  Consequence  to  them.  Two  Constables 
wero  obliged  to  leave  their  Homes  and  hide  to  save  their  Lives.^- 
After  marching  thro'  the  Streets,  firing  in  the  Air,  and  thro'  Signs 
they  marched  out  of  the  Town. 

Thus  ended  this  unhappy  Affiiir — However  Threats  are  repeatedly 
sent  intimating  an  other  Visit.  The  SheriflF  dare  not  go  into  the 
Country  to  serve  any  writs,  and  all  kinds  of  Business  seems  at  a  stand. 

We  have  now  stated  to  your  Excellency  the  Particulars  of  our 
present  alarming  Situation— Without  the  Interposition  of  Oovem- 
ment  we  cannot  preserve  order— Whatever  Order  your  Honorable 
Board  may  thiok  proper  to  take.  We  shall  have  the  Satis&otion  of 
aoeqpitting  oar  Consoienoes  and  having  as  fiir  aa  in  our  Power  dis- 
charged our  Doty. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the 

greatest  Respect  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  Servants 

THOMAS  DUNCAN  SMITH. 
AND'W.  HENDERSON.* 

DirtcUd^ — His  Exc^lency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 'Pensylvania. 

/MimsJ,— Bead  June  25th.  Judges  ecmsulted.  See  the  minutes 
of  June  25th. 

•  See  CoL  Bee.  Vol.  XT.,  p.  419. 
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Dblbqatss  in  Oongrbss  to  Pbbs.  Faanklin — 
Erie,  1788. 

Sir, 

We  have  the  Honor  to  ineloM  yoo  the  Beport  of  a.  Committee  of 
Oongreee,  respeotiDg  a  Sarvey  to  fix  the  Boondsries,  and  determine 
the  Qaantity  of  the  Territoiy  adjoinins  the  State  of  FennsjlTaDia, 
belonging  to  the  United  States^  aa  weu  as  the  Terms  on  wkieh  the 
Board  of  Treasury  is  aathoriEed  to  dispose  of  the  same. 

We  shall  wait  for  the  Instmetions  of  the  Hon'ble  the  Sapreme 
Executive  Coanoily  whether  to  make  an  Offisr  for  the  indednite 
Quaotity  that  may  be  contained  within  the  Boundaries  of  the  said 
Traot^  or  suspend  the  Negotiation^  untill  the  Amount  is  preoisely 
aseertained  by  Survey. 

We  would  reeommend  the  former  Mode,  as  most  conducive  to  the 
Interests  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  k  most  effectually  guarding 
against  the  Cupidity  of  private  8peoidator& 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 
Bespeet  Sir 

your  Excellency's  most 

obed^t  &  very  h'ble  Servants 

WM.  BINGHAM. 
J/LMBS  B.  BEID.*' 


Pboobedikos  in  CoNaRBSS— Erib,  1788. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  June  6th  1788. 

On  the  Beport  of  a  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Irwin.f 

Besolved,  That  the  Geographer  of  the  United  States  be  ft  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  ascertain  by  himself  or  by  a  Deputy  duly  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  the  boundary  Line  between  the  United  States  &  the 
States  of  New  York  &  Massaohusets  agreeably  to  the  Deeds  of  Ces- 
sion of  the  said  States. 

That  the  said  Geographer  inform  the  Executives  of  the  States  of 
New  York  &  Massaohusets  of  the  Time  of  running  the  said  Line,  in 
order  that  they  or  either  of  them  may  if  they  think  proper  have 
Persons  attending  at  the  Time. 

That  the  said  Geographer  or  his  Deputy  having  run  the  Meridian 
between  Lake  Erie  &  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  &  marked  &  noted 
down  in  his  field  Book  proper  Land  Marl^  for  the  perpetuating  the 
same,  shall  proceed  to  make  a  Survey  of  the  Land  lying  Weai 

♦  Seo  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  472.  478. 
t  See  page  247. 
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of  iho  said  Line  between  Lake  Brie  &  the  Btate  of  Pennsylvania^  80 
as  to  ascertain  the  Quantity  thereof,  &  make  return  of  Such  survey 
to  the  Board  of  Treasury  who  are  hereby  authorized  &  impowered 
at  any  time  before  or  after  such  Survey  to  sell  the  said  Tract  ill 
whole  at  private  Sale  for  a  Price  not  less  than  three  fourths  of  tL 
Dollar  Per  Acre  in  Specie,  or  Public  Securities  drawing  Interest 
Copy. 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Extract  from  the  Deed  of  Cession  made  by  the  State  of  New  York« 

March  Ist,  1781. 
''  Now  therefore  know  ye,  that  we  the  said  James  Duano,  William 
"Floyd,  and  Alexander  McDougale  by  Virtue  of  the  Power  & 
<<  Authority  &  in  the  Execution  of  the  Trust  reposed  in  us  as  afore^ 
''said  have  judged  it  Expedient  to  limit  &  restrict  the  Boundaries  of 
'<  the  said  State  in  the  Western  parts  thereof  with  respect  to  the 
''  Jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the  right  or  pre-emption  of  Soil,  by  the 
'<  Lines  and  in  the  form  following,  that  is  to  say  :  a  Line  from  the 
''  North  East  Corner  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  along  the  North 
"  Bounds  thereof,  to  its  North  West  Corner  continued,  due  Westy 
"nntill  it  shall  be  intersected  by  a  Meridian  lane,  to  be  drawn 
«<  from  the  forty  fifth  degree  of  North  Latitude,  through  the  most 
'<  Westerly  Bent  or  Inclination  of  Lake  Ontario;  theace  bv  the  said 
''  Meridian  Line  to  the  forty  fifth  Degree  of  North  Latituae }  but  if 
'<  on  Experiment,  the  above  described  Meridian  Line  shall  not  com- 
"prebend  twenty  Miles,  due  West,  from  the  moat  Westerly  Bent  or 
"  Inclination  of  the  River  or  Straight  of  Niagara,  then  we  do  by  these 
"  presents  in  the  Name  of  the  People  &  for  &  in  behalf  of  the  State 
'*of  New  York  &  by  Virtue  of  the  Autht/rity  aforesaid,  limit  &  re- 
"strict  the  Boundaries  of  the  said  Stat»,  in  the  Western  parts  there- 
"  of,  with  respect  to  Jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the  right  of  Pre-emption 
"  of  Soil,  by  the  Lines  &  the  msoner  following,  that  is  to  say ;  A 
**  Line  from  the  North  East  Corner  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
"  along  the  North  Bounds  thereof  to  its  North  West  Corner  con- 
"  tinned  due  West  untill  it  shall  be  intersected  by  a  Meridian  Line 
"  to  be  drawn  from  the  forty  fifth  degree  of  North  Latitude  througlv 
"a  Point  twenty  Miles  due  West  from  the  most  Westerly  Bent  or 
"  Inclination  of  the  Biver  or  Straight  Niagara ;  thence  by  the  said 
"  Meridian  Line  to  the  forty  fifth  Degree  of  North  Latitude;  and 
thence  by  the  said  forty  fiftb  Degree  of  North  Latitude. 
Vol.  XI.— 14 
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^traoi  firom  the  Deed  of  Gession  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Hacsa* 
chusettB;  April  19th;  1785. 
^'Now  therefore,  know  ye,  that  we  the  said  Samael  Holten,  & 
f '  Rufns  King,  hj  Virtue  of  the  Power  &  Anthority,  to  us  oommitted| 
<<  by  the  said  Acts  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  do  by  these 
'^  Presents  assign,  transfer,  quit,  claim,  cede  &  convey  to  the  United 
''States  of  America,  for  their  Benefit,  Massachusetts  inclusive,  all 
''xjffht,  Title  &  Estate  of,  &  in  as  well  the  Soil  as  the  Jurisdiction 
''  which  the  said  Commonwealth  hath  to  the  Territory  or  Tract  of 
''  Country  within  the  Limits  of  the  Massachusetts  Charter^  situate  & 
**  lying  west  of  the  following  Line — that  is  to  say,  a  Meridian  Line 
"  to  be  drawn  from  the  forty  fifth  degree  of  North  Latitude,  through 
"  the  most  westerly  Bent  or  Inclination  of  Lake  Ontario  thence  by 
''  the  said  Meridian  Line  to  the  most  southerly  Side  Line  of  the  Ter- 
''ritory  contained  in  the  Massachusetts  Charter)  but  if  on  Experi- 
''ment  the  above  described  Meridian  Line  shall  not  comprehend 
"  twenty  miles  due  West  from  the  most  westerly  Bent  or  Inclination 
''of  the  River  or  Straight  of  Niagara,  then  we  do  by  these  Presentay 
"  by  Virtue  of  the  power  &  Authority  aforesaid,  in  the  Name  &  ou 
behalf  of  the  said  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  transfer,  quit, 
claim,  cede  &  convey  to  the  United  States  of  America,  for  their  Bene- 
fit, Massachusetts  inclusive,  all  right.  Title  &  Estate,  of  &  in  as  well 
the  Soil  as  the  Jurisdiction,  which  the  said  Commonwealth  hath  to 
the  Territory  or  Tract  of  Country  within  the  Limits  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Charter,  situate  and  lying  West  of  the  following  line,  That  is 
to  say,  a  Meridian  Line  to  be  drawn  from  the  forty  fifth  Degree  of 
North  Latitude  through  a  Point  twenty  Miles  due  West  from  the 
most  Westerly  Bent  or  Inclination  of  the  River  or  Straight  of  Nia- 
gara, thence  by  the  said  Meridian  Line  to  the  most  Southerly  side 
fine  of  the  Territory  contained  in  the  Massachusetts  Charter  afore- 
Said  for  the  Purposes  in  the  said  recited  Acts  declared  &  to  the  Uses 
in  a  Resolve  of  Congrwjs  of  the  tenth  day  of  October  one  Thosand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

Indorsed 

June  6th,  1788.  Proceedings  of  Congress  for  ascertaining  tb« 
Boundary  between  the  Lands  of  the  U.  8.  and  New  York  and  Mas* 
saohusotts.  ^ 


Wm.  Bradford,  Jr.,  Atty.  Gen.,  to  V.  P.  Mohlbnbkrg, 

1788. 

Third  Street,  6  June,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  examined  the  allegations  &  proofs  laid  before  Council  re- 
specting the  election  of  a  Justice  for  the  Oley  district  in  Berks 
County.    The  only  material  fact  that  seems  aufficiently  established 
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IjeTidcQce  is,  tbat  the  Totes  of  eight  persons  were  refased,  and  if 
the  Justices  elect  had  a  majority  of  nine  votes,  this  oircnmstanoo 
cannot  effect  the  state  of  the  poll,  nor  invalidate  the  election,  even 
if  they  were  improperly  rejected.  Bat  it  does  not  appear  in  proof 
that  aH  these  eight  persons  were  freeholders,  or  that  they  offered  the 
judges  of  the  election  proper  proof  that  there  Were  sX).  In  parties* 
lar,  it  is  not  shown  that  John  Hoof  &  John  Romig,  had  freeholds 
or  that  they  offered  any  kind  of  proof  of  their  qualiffoations.  The 
rest  it  appears  produced  deeds,  out  these  were  dated  a  few  days 
before  &  had  not  been  acknowledged  or  proved.  Such  deeds 
are  not  in  themselves  any  evidence,  their  execution  ought  to  be 
proved  by  those  who  were  present  at  it,  and  as  their  late  dates,  might 
naturally  raise  a  suspicion  that  they  were  colorable,  the  judges  might 
reasonably  require  better  proof  of  the  voters  qualification.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  payment  of  taxes  in  the  district  is  not  necessary  to 
enable  the  freeholder  to  vote,  but  it  may  be  an  additional  proof  of 
his  freehold  &  that  there  is  no  oollusive  management,  and  where 
taxes  have  not  been,  nor  his  name  entered  in  tne  Commissioners 
duplicates,  the  judges  will  be  authorised  to  reject  his  vote,  unless 
Urtci  &  legal  proof  of  his  living  a  freeholder  is  given.  Such  proof 
was  not  given,  nor  does  it  (except  in  one  case)  appear  even  yet,  that 
the  persons  whose  votes  were  rejected,  were  qoalified  to  vote. 

Therefore,  understanding  that  the  justice  elect  has  a  considerable 
majority  of  votes,  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  sufficient  proof 
exhibited  to  effect  the  validity  of  the  said  Election. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your 

most  obedt.  &  very  humble  servt. 
Direciedf  W.  BRADFORD,  Jun. 

Hon.  P.  Muhlenberg^  Esq. 


Sbcrbtart  op  Gongrbss  to  Pbes.  Fbahelin,  1788. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

June  7th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewitfi 
enclosed  to  be  laid  before  the  legislature,  a  state  of  the  representation 
in  Congress  for  the  month  of  May. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

&  most  Humble  Servant, 

Directed,  CHA.  THOMSON.* 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol*  XV.,  p.  477. 
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Col.  Timothy  PicKBKiNa  to  V.  P.  Muhlenberq,  1788. 

Wilkeaboro,  June  14, 1788. 
Sir, 

Just  before  I  left  Philadelphia  ia  Jannary  last,  a  letter  from 
Council  dated  the^  Slat  of  December,  was  put  into  my  hands,  de- 
siring among  other  things,  that  I,  in  conjunction  with  the  county 
lieutenant  &  others  would  make  enquiry  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
those  elected  militia  officers  whose  commissions  were  withheld.  The 
inquiry  was  for  a  good  while  omitted,  but  this  Spring,  the  county 
Lieutenant,  Col.  Holleuback  &  myself,  met  together,  and  those 
persons  attended.  It  did  not  appear  that  M  FitCh  Alden,  &  William 
Ilyde,  were  concerned  in  the  disorders  consequent  on  Franklin's 
capture;  particularly  they  were  not  in  arms.  Nesbitt  owned  be 
was  in  arms,  and  Prince  Alden  had  early  crossed  the  river,  8c  was 
coming  up  the  bank  (alone  I  believe)  with  his  musket,  but  was  dis- 
armed by  Mr.  Evans  &  Major  McCormick,  all  of  them,  however, 
gave  us' positive  assurances  of  their  future  good  behaviour,  and  de- 
termination to  support  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania.  Upon  the  whole, 
it  was  our  joint  opinion  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  commissionate 
them.  Prince  Alden  has  since  moved  up  the  river  to  Tioga,  &  a 
commission  for  him  would  bo  useless.  Since  the  above  mentioned 
examination,  this  battalion  has  had  a  field  day.  The  officers  elect 
appeared  under  arms  as  privates ;  and  the  whole  battalion  behaved 
very  well.  , 

By  George  Smithers  I  reed,  a  letter  dated  May  6th*  from  the 
Secretary  of  Council,  mentioning  That  a  petition  had  been  presented 
to  Council  by  Smithers,  complaining  of  James  Nisbett  &  Benja- 
min Carpenter  Esqr.,  Justices  of  this  county,  and  desiring  me  to  en- 
quire particulaaly  into  their  proceedings  in  this  matter  which  was 
the  ground  of  Smither's  complaint.  I  gave  notice  to  those  gentle- 
men, of  this  request  of  council.  Mr.  Carpenter,  a  worthy  man  & 
possessed  of  feeling  was,  as  I  expected,  much  hurt.  I  am  entirely 
satisfied  that  he  meant  to  act  uprightly,  but  the  prejudices  against 
Pennsylvanians  ^or  Pennamites)  amongst  whom  Smithers  is  ranked, 
are  so  extreme,  tnat  men  of  the  best  intentions  are  thereby  too  apt 
to  be  warped  in  their  judgements.  The  law  is  clear,  that  if  Smithers 
liad  been  in  quiet  possession  for  three  years,  the  process  for  forcible 
entry  &  detainer  could  not  apply ;  but  because  Smithers  came  into 
possession  in  the  summer  of  1784,  when  the  New  England  people 
were  violently  driven  from  their  possession  h^re,  it  was  concluded 
that  he  was  of  the  party,  &  therefore  that  he  got  possession,  not 
peaceably,  but  by  force.  Parks  was  the  complainant  against  Smith- 
ers, and  one  of  his  witnesses  deposed  that  he  heard  Smithers  say  that 
if  any  came  to  possess  themselves  of  the  land  in  dispute,  he  would 
defend  the  same  by  force  &  arms,  they  might  depend  the  conse- 

*  See  page,  281. 
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^nenoe.  When  ibis  threat  was  ntteted  is  not  mentkmed  in  the 
Jodtiees  prooeedingfl.  The  notes  of  Bmither's  oonnsel  state  this 
eTidenoe  differently — ^That  Smither's  said  if  Parks  cane,  ft  came  with* 
wl  laWf  to  take  possession,  he  would  keep  him  off  with  force  A 
arms.  This  threat  however,  as  stated  by  the  Justices,  seems  strongly 
to  have  infloenoed  Mr.  Carpenter,  &  he  toned  to  the  conductor 
Oeneralis,  where  1  Hawkins  146,  is  quoted,  in  which  an  entry,  or 
detainer  is  considered  as  forcible,  if  threats  only  of  bodily  barm  are 
used.  Major  Myers  was  foreman  of  the  Jury,  and  he  thinks  there 
was  evidence  to  warrant  their  vexdiet^ .  But  people  here  have  adopted 
the  unwarrantable  opinion,  that  Jurors  may  be  determined  by  their 
private  knowledge  of  fiicts  never  made  known  to  the  court  ft  parties 
an  opinion  indeed,  which  once  was  conformable  with  the  law.  For 
further  information  on  this  subject,  1  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Mr. 
Bowman  the  Bearer  of  this  letter,  ft  wh6  Was  counsel  for' Smither^s. 
I  will  only  remark,  that  without  minutely  enquiring  into  the  pro- 
ceedings, there  was  one  irregularity  which  1  presume  is  sufficient 
«o  set  ^m  aside,  B«j[r.,  Nesbltt  was  father-in-law  to  Pftrks  the 
eompUnnant.  Of  this  impropriety  Bsqr.  Carpenter  was  aware,  and 
therefore  when  the  pltfe.  counsel  demurred  to  the  defts.  plea,  he 
urged  that  the  plea  shenid  be  withdrawn,  that  the  decitiUm  might 
not  rest  with  the  Jiisft'oM,  but  be  made  on  the  merits  of  the  cause  by 
the  Jury.  As  I  said  before,  I  am  persuaded  that  he  acted  with  up* 
right  inteitioms,  ft  I  should  be  sorry  to,  have  him  oensured.  Bsq/ 
Nesbitt  who  is  old  ft  very  infirm,  made  a  formal  declaration  of  his 
resignation  of  his  office  of  Justice  of  the  PeacC;  immediately  after 
the  examination  was  over. 
I  am  Sir, 
very  respectfully  jour  most  obedt.  Servant, 

Directed,  T.    PICKERING 

Qeneral  Mulsnb^g,  Vice  president  of  Pennsylvania. 


Besolution  ov  Council.— EBiBy  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  June  14th,  1788. 
Council  resumed  the  eonsideratioB  of  the  Letter  from  the  Dele- 
gates of  this  State,  and  the  act  of  Congress  inclosed  therein,  which 
were  received  on  the  twelfth  InstanJt,  respecting  a  survey  to  fix  the 
Boundary  and  determine  the  Quantity  of  Land  within  the  Territory 
adjoinitjg  the  Northern  Boundary  of  this  State,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  authorising  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  The  United 
States  to  sell  the  said  Land  in  whole,  at  private  sale,  for  a  price  not 
less  than  three-fourths  of  a  doliar  per  sore,  in  Specie  or  public 
securities  drawing  interest. — Resolved }  Tfaa^  the  President  inform 

% 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


9H  PBNNSTLTANIA  AAGHTVES  1788. 

on?  Ddleigftied  in  Congren,  that  they  are  aathorieed  and  empowered 
by  this  Board  to  negociate  and  Oontraet  with  Gongreas,  in  behalf  of 
this  Statei  for  the  pardtase  of  the  Lands  before  described  at  the  rate 
<^  three  quarters  of  a  dollar  per  acre,  in  Spede  or  publio  securities 
bearing  interest. 

Extract  firam  the  MinuteSi 

JAMBS  TRIMBLE, 

for  CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Sec'y  * 


Sboretary  op  Congress  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Seeretary  of  Congress, 

Jane  14th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  ExceUenoy  herewith  en- 
elosed  an  act  passed  the  11th  of  this  month  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  directing  the  mode  in  which  the  states  are  to 
be  Credited  for  sums  paid,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  paid  by  them 
to  Invalids,  and  limiting  a  time  within  which  persons  entitled  to 
pensbns  as  invalids  by  past  Resolutions  of  Congress  most  make  ap- 
plication and  produce  the  Requisite  Certificates  an^  Evidence  to 
entitle  them  thereto. 

With  great  Respect, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

most  Humble  serv't, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Thos.  Hutchins  to  Congress,  1788. 

(Copy.) . 

New  York,  16th  June,  1788. 
Sir, 

.  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Congress  I  am  making  every  necea- 
sary  preparation  to  execute  their  Resolution  of  the  6thf  Inataot, 
handed  to  me  by  the  Secretary  on  the  13th. — This  service  suggests 
to  me  the  propriety  of  an  application  to  Lord  Dorchester,  Qovemor 

*  See  Co!.  Roo.,  Tol.  XV.,  p.  47»,  478. 
t  See  page  308. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1788.  815 

of  Canada  agreeably  to  the  oDcIosed  letter;  aad  an  order  of  Congress 
authorising  such  application. 

I  shall  make  an  estimate  of  the  necessary  expence  of  the  service' 
and  snbmit  it  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  Board  without 
delay,  as  some  advance  will  be  unavoidable. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Bespeot, 

your  Ezcellenoy's 

Most  obedient  humble  serv't^ 
(Signed,)  THO.  HUTCHINS. 
Directed^ 
His  Ezcellencyi  The  President  of  Congress. 


Thomas  Hutchins  to  Lord  Dorchester. — Erie,  1788. 

New  York,  16th  June,  1788. 
My  Lord, 

The  enclosed  Resolutions  of  the  United  States  in  Congress,  and 
the  acts  of  the  states  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  to  wliich  they 
relate  confer  on  me  the  Honour  to  transmit  them  to  your  Lordship, 
and  to  pray  your  Lordships  permission  to  survey  the  most  westerly 
Bent  or  inclination  of  lake  Ontario,  by  myself  or  my  Deputies,  and 
to  extend  a  Meridian  line  from  thence  south  to  lake  Erie,  and  across 
the  same  to  the  South  side  thereof^  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  said  Resolutions  and  acts. 

As  this  service  will  require  the  Command  of  a  vessel,  her  Crew 
and  a  small  Company  of  land,  xnen,  I  beg  leave  to  propose  to  bring 
them  from  the  United  States,  or  to  engage  British  subjects  within 
your  Lordships  Qoverament|  for  the  purpose,  as  most  agreeable  to 
your  Lordship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

With  the  greatest  Respect, 

My  Lord,  your  Lordships, 

Most  obedient  and 

Most  humble  servant, 
(Signed)     THO.  HUTCHINS. 
Geographer  of  the  United  States  of  America* 

DirecUdf 

To  the  Right  Honomble  Lord  Dorchester,  Governor  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief;  Quebec. 
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JxTSTioBS  OF  Prakklin  Co.  TO  Prks.  Franklik,  1788. 

Franklin  Connty^  June  the  20th;  1788. 
We  the  subscribers,  Justices  of  the  peace  of  Franklin  County  beg 
leave  to  represent  that  in  June  Sessions  last,  a  Bill  of  indictment 
was  found  against  William  Nugent,  as  Principal  for  Feloniously 
stealing,  and  taking  away  the  property  of  James  Moore ;  &  against 
Patrick  Jacks  and  James  Young,  as  accessaries  before  the  fact,  that 
William  Nugent  has  not  yet  been  taken ;  and  the  two  accessaries 
have  refused  to  be  tried  until  the  principal  is  convict.  That  bo- 
sides  the  above  Crime,  Nugent  has  been  charged  with  many  others, 
and  the  good  people  of  this  Countv  are  at  present  afraid  of  his 
enormities  and  depredations,  they  think  is  also  highly  proper  that 
the  accessaries  should  be  brought  to  Justice,  let.  their  fate  be  what 
it  may. 

Therefore  humbly  recommend  that  your  Honours  would  offer  a 
reward  for  apprehending  the  said  William  Nugent. 
And  we  are,  with 

due  respect,  your  most 

obedient  humble  Servants, 

GEORGE  MATHEWS, 
RICH'D  BARD, 
TflOS.  JOHNSTON, 
JNO.  SCOTT, 
JOHN  MARTIN  * 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  the  President,  &  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
Penn*. 


Rksolutiok  of  Congress,  1788. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

June  24th,  1788. 

On  a  Report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  whom  was  referred  a 
Letter  of  Andrew  Dunscomb,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  for  settling  their  accounts  with  the  United  States,  addressed 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  of  the  said  State,  and  dated  on  the 
23d  of  May  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  States  be  allowed  three  months  in 
addition  to  the  time  limited  by  the  ordinance  of  the  7  May,  1787, 
for  exhibiting  to  the  said  district  Commissioners  their  respective 
accounts  against  the  United  States;    and  tliat  three  months  be 

*  See  Proclamation.— Col.  Sec.,  XV.  p.  487. 
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added  to  the  twelve  months  mentioaed  in  the  said  Ordinance  for 
terminating  the  Oommission  of  the  said  distriot  Commissioners. 

Kesolved^  That  the  several  States  be  authorised  to  transmit  to  the 
aoeoantant  of  the  Treasury,  the  Commissioner  of  Army  aoeoants, 
and  to  the  General  Board  of  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  per- 
snanoe  of  the  ordinance  of  the  7  May,  1787,  saoh  additional 
vouchers  or  other  Testimony  as  they  may  think  necessary  to  support 
any  claims  by  them  exhibited  to  the  respective  officers  aforesaid ; 
provided  the  same  be  transmitted  at  least  six  months  previous  to  tbo 
termination  of  the  office  of  the  General  Board;  as  fixed  by  iHb 
Ordinanoe  above  mentioned. 

CHA.  THOMSON, 

Sec'y. 


RbPO&T  on  LbTTEB  of  CoMM'RS    on  AC00T7NTS  YlBQINU, 
TO   CONGBESS,  1788. 

Tfae  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  whom  it  was  re- 
ferred to  report  on  a  Letter  of  Andrew  Dunscomb,  Esquire,  Com- 
missioner of  the  State  of  Virginia  for  settling  accounts  with  the 
United  States  addressed  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  said 
State,  and  dated  on  the  23d  of  May  last. 

B^  leave  to  Report  to  Congress : 

That  the  object  of  the  said  Letter  is  to  show  that  the  term  limited 
by  the  ordinance  of  the  seventh  of  May,  1787,  for  exhibiting  the 
aeoonnts  of  the  several  stetes  against  the  United  States  is  not  in  the 
case  of  Virginia  sufficiently  extensive  to  ensure  Justice  to  the  State 
or  a  compliance  with  the  Views  of  Congress. 

In  the  support  of  this  opinion  it  is  alledged  by  the  Commis- 
sioners:— First. — ^That  in  ascertaining  the  Claims  arisin|^  from 
Counties  paid,  and  advances  made  for  the  recruiting  service,  the 
Commissioner  of  the  district  requires  the  following  proofs,  viz : 

The  receipt  of  the  soldier  for  bis  Bounty,  and  That  of  an  officer 
for  the  recruit  or  a  Muster  Boll  proving  his  Enlistment. 

That  these  Evidences  cannot  in  any  one  instance  be  applied  to 
the  support  of  those  claims }  that  is  the  whole  of  the  above  proofs 
and  therefore  that  in  his  opinion,  the  State  of  Virdnia  will  bo  ex- 
posed to  a  possible  loss  unless  she  has  power  to  call  the  recruiting 
officers  to  account  and  the  officer  receiving  such  recruito  for  his 
poof  of  delivery. 

On  which  the  Board  beg  leave  to  observe : 

That  it  does  not  appear  by  any  documents  whatsoever  in  this 
Office,  that  any  such  proofs  as  Mr.  Dunscomb  states  have  been  re- 
quired by  the  Commissioners  of  the  district,  whose  sole  duty  in  this 

14* 
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teq[>eot  is  to  reoelYe  and  fonmrd  to  the  CommiiaoneK  of  Army 
Aooounts,  the  acoouDts  &  youohers  falling  under  the  above  deacrip- 
tion  and  not  to  Judge  of  the  Evidence  adiduced  in  support  of  auch 
expenditures. 

'  That  on  the  oontrary  the  only  matter  in  difference  betwixt  the 
Oommiflsioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  State 
Commusioners  appears  to  be  the  form  of  the  descriptive  acknow- 
ledgement to  be  given  to  the  State  for  the  papers  above  mentioned, 
pre\i}UB  to  their  being  forwarded  to  the  office  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Army  accounts,  this  will  appear  by  the  Letters  of  the  Gommia- 
sioner  of  the  United  States  marked  A  and  B  together  with  their 
enclosures  No.  1  and  6  accompanying  this  report. 

With  respect  to  the  power  of  the  state  to  call  for  the  proofs  stated 
by  the  district  commissioners  the  board  presume  no  doubt  can  be 
entertained,  neither  can  the  term  limited  by  the  ordinance  for  ex- 
hibiting the  above  accounts,  preclude  the  possibility  of  attaining  the 
xeouisita  evidence. — ^Because, 

In  the  first  place  :  Although  a  term  is  fixed  for  exhibiting  the 
above  accounts  no  period  is  determined  only  by  the  ordinance  for  the 
duration  of  the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  whose 
duty  it  k  to  examine  the  same* 

The  presumption  is  that  this  office  is  intended  to  exist  during  the 
time  fixed  for  the  Commission  of  the  General  Board,  which  agree- 
ably to  the  ordinance  is  extended  to  eighteen  mouths  from  the  period 
at  which  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  office.  In  the  examina- 
tion of  the  accounts  which  are  submitted  to  the  oognisanoe  of  the 
commissioner  of  Army  accounts,  he  will  of  course  point  out  the  re- 
quisite evidence  to  the  several  states,  who  will  have  sufficient  time 
to  adopt  the  necessary  measures  for  procuring  the  same  in  all  in- 
stances where  it  cannot  be  procured.  And  Because  In  those  instances 
where  it  cannot  be  procured,  the  accounts,  (although  not  passed  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Army  accountp,)  are  still  liable  to  be  exhibited 
under  the  head  of  equitable  claims  to  the  General  Board  of  Com- 
missioners, who  are  authorized  to  admit  in  support  thereof,  such 
circumstantial  proof  as  they  shall  Judge  proper  and  to  settle  the 
same  on  equitable  principles. 

The  second  reason  offered  by  the  State  Commissioner  is  That  in 
ascertaining  the  pay  and  depreciation  of  pay  of  the  State  Quota  of 
Continental  troops ;  the  Muster-rolls  it  is  said  are  necessary  to  ascer- 
tain the  time  of  service ;  and  an  account  properly  stated  and  attested 
with  a  Certificate  of  a  field  officer  to  that  of  each  non-commissioned 
officer  and  private  together  With  a  receipt  for  the  sum  paid. 

That  almost  in  every  instance  the  essential  parts  of  this  evidence 
is  wantinff  \  that  no  register  of  the  certificates  issued  by  the  state 
for  the  above  purpose  can  be  procured ;  and  that  of  course  the 
whole  of  those  claims  will  be  affected  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
StatOi  unless  she  has  an  opportunity  of  procuring  testimony  that 
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win  pMve  b«r  Ba^  to  credit  for  the  above  advanoeSy  and  wbich 
cannot  poaaibly  be  obtained  in  tbe  limited  time. 

The  tbird  reaeon  is^  That  in  advances  to  tbe  Militia,  tbe  proofi 
demanded  are  the  authority  of  Congress  for  calling  them  out  tbe 
evidence  of  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  that  thej  were  in  aotaal 
aerviee  with  attested  Rolls,  and  receipts  for  payment. 

That  few  of  tbe  Militia  accounts  of  the  State  of  Virginia  have 
tbe  sanction  of  the  first  of  these  proofs  that  many  of  them  want  the 
second  and  tbird  and  all  of  them  tbe  last ;  and  further  that  there  is 
no  register  on  Entry  of  tbe  amoont  Issaed. 

That  these  deficiencies  will  naturally  produce  a  considerable  Loss 
to  tbe  state,  unless  they  have  time  to  prove  indubitably  tbe  second 
and  third  points  which  will  aid  the  others* 

To  these  reasons  it  will  be  observed  by  Gongiess  that  tbe  remarks 
made  by  this  board  on  tbe  first  article  will  equally  apply  *,  to  whieh 
it  may  be  added  that  if  the  deficiency  of  vouebeis  is  such  as  the 
Slate  Commissioner  in  certain  instances  sets  forth,  no  extension  of 
time  will  in  all  probability  enable  the  state  to  supply  such  evidenee 
as  will  authoriee  tbe  same  being  admitted  by  any  other  authority 
than  that  of  tbe  General  Board.  It  is,  however,  to^  be  presumed 
that  tbe  SUte  will  be  able  to  furnish  a  Register  of  the  Certificates 
issued  by  the  State  for  pay  and  depreciation  of  pay  to  thea  qooto 
ef  tbe  Continental  Army,  and  for  the  pay  of  the  Militia ;  for 
although  in  tbe  original  issue  of  such  Certificates  no  Registers  may 
have  been  establisbcd  and  preserved }  an  abstract  of  tbe  same  may 
in  all  probability  be  formea  by  examining  the  payments  of  Interest 
made  on  the  same  for  some  years  past  at  the  Treasury  of  the  State. 

The  fourth  reason  assigned  by  the  State  Commissioner  is,  That 
in  the  delivery  of  supplies  on  the  specific  requisitions,  the  officers 
appointed  to  execute  that  business  did  not  conform  to  the  regula- 
tioDs  presmbed  by  ^e  resolve  of  the  25th  of  February,  1780,  for 
that  instead  of  giving  an  evidence  of  supply  in  an  intelligible  man* 
ner  divination  is  often  necessary  to  comprehend  their  intentions  ^ 
and  therefore  that  unless  time  (s  allowed  to  prove  the  right  of 
persons  receiving  such  specific  supplies  of  provisions  from  the 
United  Sutes,  tbe  one*half  oi  the  accounts  under  this  head  must  be 
Lost 

On  this  objection  the  board  beg  leave  to  observe : — ^That  although 
the  time  is  limited  for  exhibiting  the  said  accounts  at  the  office  of 
the  Treasury,  yet  in  such  Instances  when  the  vouchers  offered  in 
support  thereof  are  not  sufficient,  the  State  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  corroborating  their  claims  by  such  additional  evidence  as  the 
aecoutttani  of  tbe  Treasury  shall  on  an  examination  Judge  necessary, 
k  that  in  all  events,  (as  in  the  case  of  every  other  claim,)  the  supplies 
not  admitted  at  the  Treasury  for  want  of  regular  vouchers,  may  be 
exhibited  to  the  General  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  at  their  dia- 
cvetion  aUowed  under  tbe  Head  of  equitable  claims. 

Tbe  last  reason  offered  by  the  Commisatonef  is  so  etpiessed  that 
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the  boitrd  are  not  certain  that  they  can  form  an  j  definite  idea  of  his 
meaning.  It  appears  to  be  this,  That  in  olaims  arising  in  the  Staff 
or  marine  departments  from  the  want  of  youchers  of  receipt  by  or 
delivery  to  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  «nd  proo£i  of  the  coat 
and  payment  of  articles  delivered,  it  will  be  impossibfe  jto  support 
this  class  of  accounts  in  the  expected  manner,  that  this  &ilare  in 
proof  is  imputable  to  the  Loss  of  papers,  and  therefore  that  more 
time  is  necessary  for  explaining  ^fective  entries  and  youoheis  and 
obtaining  receipts  for  payment  or  such  other  evidence  as  the  State 
Commissioner  has  or  may  apply  for  to  prove  the  advance  or  service 
neoessary. 

For  the  examination  of  this  class  of  aocounts  the  Board  obaerre 
that  a  further  term  of  time  may  be  perhaps  necessary,  because  they 
fkll  properly  under  the  cognizance  of  the  district  Commissioner 
whose  decision  on  such  as  he  may  pass  (so  lar  as  it  respects  the 
validity  of  evidence)  is  conclusive. 

It  appears  however  from  the  description  of  the  State  of  said 
accounts  and  from  a  consideration  of  the  number  of  years  which  haa 
elapsed  since  a  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  was 
appointed  to  examine  the  same  that  there  is  little  or  no  probabUity 
that  the  greatest  part  of  them  can  ever  be  pest  by  the  district  Com- 
.missioners  for  want  of  the  necessary  vouchers  in  which  case  they 
must  of  course  be  brought  under  the  head  of  equitable  claim&-*to 
support  which  (as  has  been  before  observed)  sufficient  time  is  eer- 
tfdnly  allowed  to  the  States.  The  Board  beg  leave  therefore  to 
suggest  whether  an  early  appointment  of  the  General  Commissioners 
will  not  be  adviseable.  Accounts  from  some  of  the  States  havo 
already  been  transmitted  to  this  office  and  that  of  the  Commissioner 
of  army  accounts  and  more  may  be  daily  expected. 

The  Board  have  judged  it  necessary  to  be  thus  particular  on  the 
remark  of  the  State  Commissioner  because  he  docs  not  appear  to 
have  rightly  understood  the  ordinance  for  settling  the  accounts  of 
the  United  States  with  the  several  States  perhaps  it  may  be  judged 
proper  to  extend  generally  for  a  few  months  the  duration  in  office  ef 
the  district  Commissioners  since  in  other  States  whose  accounts  are 
in  all  probability  in  a  more  regular  form  than  those  of  Virginia  the 
Commissioners  will  not  within  the  term  limitted  be  able  to  decide 
on  all  such  claims  as  come  under  their  immediate  cognisance.  This 
extension  ought  not  however  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  to  exceed 
a  space  of  three  months. 

A  speedy  adjustment  of  all  accounts  betwixt  the  several  States 
and  the  Union  on  equal  and  liberal  principles  is  of  the  higheet 
moment  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  tho  Confederacy  it  is  therefore 
to  be  regretted  that  any  diffiarence  of  sentiment  should  have  taken 
place  betwixt  the  Commissioners,  as  to  the  form  of  the  descriptive 
acknowledgements  to  be  given  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for 
the  accounts  which  arc  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Treasury  office  and 
jthat  of  the  Gommissionor  of  army  accounts. 
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The  Bcmr J  presume  that  it  could  never  have  been  in  the  eontem- 
plation  of  Congress — that  any  more  than  a  Oeneral  descriptive 
acknowlegement  of  the  receipt  of  snob  accounts  should  have  been 
given  because  a  minute  description  (such  as  is  expected  by  the  said 
Commissioner)  would  necessarily  employ,  the  whole  time  of  the 
district  GommissioneiB  and  an  unlimited  number  of  Clerks  to  com- 
plete the  same.  Besides  the  same  business  must  again  be  gone  through 
by  the  officer  who  is  authorized  tj  the  ordinance  to  examine  and 
adjust  the  said  accounts. 

That  this  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  ordinance  may  be  inferred 
not  only  from  the  reasons  above  stated  but  from  the  construction  put 
on  it  by  those  States  whose  accounts  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
Treasury  and  office  of  Commissioner  of  army  accounts  without 
insisting  on  any  other  than  a  General  descriptive  acknowledgement 
It  is  therefore  to  be  expected  that  the  State  of  Virginia  will  on  a 
mature  consideration  agree  to  the  same  more  especially  as  they  will 
observe  in  the  remarks  made  in  this  report  that  the  State  will  still 
have  it  in  their  power  to  supply  evidence  to  snob  claims  as  may  now 
bo  exhibited. 

The  reason  which  appears  to  he  assigned  for  the  minute  description 
required  by  their  Commissioner  is  an  apprehension  of  the  Loss  of 
the  whole  or  part  of  the  accounts  and  vouchers  delivered  to  be  for- 
warded but  lif  a  receipt  is  given  by  the  district  Commissioners  on 
abstracts  specifying  under  a  (General  Caption  the  several  disburse- 
ments made  by  the  state  on  account  of  the  United  States  together 
with  the  date  and  amount  of  payment  and  the  description  or  name  of 
the  Corps  or  party  receiving  the  same  such  an  acknowledgement  must 
be  surely  considered  as  sufficiently  descriptive,  because  the  same 
description  cannot  apply  to  any  other  papers,  and  therefore  if  any 
Lose  should  happen  to  them  (after  they  are  thus  receipted  for  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  United  States)  they  must  it  is  presumed  bo 
considered  as  proper  vouchers  unless  the  Union  should  be  able  to 
shew  the  Contraryt  This  opinion  is  warranted  by  the  conduct  of 
Congress  in  their  resolve  of  the  third  of  June,  1784,  relative  to 
certain  accounts  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  some  of  the  vouchers 
to  which  hod  been  Lost  after  they  were  Lodged  with  an  officer  of 
the  United  States. 

On  the  whole  the  Board  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress  whether  as  the  ordinance  of  the  7th  of  May  last  ^so  far 
as  it  Inspects  the  rights  of  the  States  to  furnish  additional  evidence 
in  support  of  their  Claims  after  the  same  are  transmitted  to  the 
office  of  the  Treasury  and  that  of  the  Commissioner  of  army  accounts) 
does  not  appear  to  be  well  understood  it  would  not  be  adviseable 
to  pass  some  resolve  expressive  of  the  sence  of  Congress  in  this 
respect,  and  further  to  make  it  expressly  the  duty  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  point  out  from  time  to  time  to  the  several  States  such 
addition  vouchers  or  other  Testimony  as  in  their  opinion  may  be 
requisite  to  support  their  just  Claims  against  the  Union. 
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• 

If  these  measures  are  adopted  and  the  authority  and  dnUes  of  the 
district  Oommissioiiers  extended  to  nine  instead  of  six  months  (for 
the  reasons  stated  in  this  report)  the  United  States  in  Congress  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  give  an  additional  proof  of  their  sittoere 
and  anxious  desire  to  make  a  final  adjustment  of  all  accounts  betwixt 
the  several  states  and  the  Union  on  equal  and  liberal  prinoiples. 

For  this  purpose  the  Board  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Oongress 
the  following  Resolves,  viz. 

B^solved,  That  the  authority  and  duties  of  the  district  Commis- 
sioners appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  ordinance  of  Consrcss  of  the 
seventh  of  May,  1787,  be  continued  for  the  space  of  nme  moatbs 
after  they  have  severally  entered  on  the  duties  of  their  Commission 
any  thing  in  the  aforesaid  ordinanoe  to  the  oontrary  notwithstanding. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  States  be  authorized  to  transmit  to  the 
aeoountant  of  the  Treasury  the  CommissioBer  of  array  acooaata 
and  the  General  Board  of  Commissioners  (Co  be  appointed  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  ordinanoe  of  the  seventh  of  May,  1787,)  such  additional 
vouchers  or  other  testimony  as  they  may  think  necessary  to  support 
any  Claims  by  them  exhibited  to  the  rcEpective  officers  aforesaid, 
provided  the  same  be  transmitted  within  three  month  previous  to  the 
Termination  of  the  office  of  the  (General  Board  of  Commissionetu  as 
fixed  by  the  ordinance  above  mentioned,  aod  further  that  it  be  the 
duty  of  the  respective  officers  to  point  out  to  the  several  States  at 
any  period  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  this  aet  such 
additional  vouchers  or  other  Testimony  as  in  the  progress  of  exami- 
nation shall  appear  necessary  to  support  any  just  or  equitable  claims 
which  the  States  may  have  respectively  exhibited  against  the  Union. 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  Congress  that  the  peace  and  welfare 
of  the  Confederacy  are  deeply  interested  in  a  speedy  and  final 
adjustment  of  all  accounts  betwixt  Uie  several  States  and  the  United 
States  and  therefore  that  it  would  not  be  adviseable  to  make  any 
further  continuation  of  the  office  of  the*  district  commissionerB  than 
what  is  prescribed  by  the  foregoing  Resolves.  All  which  is  humbly 
submitted. 

(Signed,)  SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 

WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
ARTHUR  LEE, 
June  2Srd;  1788. 
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Secretary  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

(Circular.) 
Office  *of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

Juxte  24th,  1788. 
Sir,  ^  ' 

I  have  the  hoDor  to  transmit'  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
closed an  act  passed  this  day  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  grantiog  farther  time  to  the  states  for  exhibiting  to  tbo 
district  Commissioners  their  respective  accounts  against  the  United 
States,  and  for  sending  on  the  vouchers  or  other  testimony  to  sup- 
port the  same. 

witii  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo 
your  Ezoelleney'a 

most  obedient  & 

most  humble  servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON  * 
DtrecieJf 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pres,  Franklin,  1788. 

Comptr.  Oenra  office,  26th  June,  1788. 
Sir, 

An  Ordinance  was  passed  the  7th  of  May,  1787,  for  settling  the 
accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United  Sutes.  John  White  Esq'r, 
was  appointed  under  this  Ordinance  to  state  &  examine  the  acoounts 
of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  &  Maryland  respectively  against  the 
Union,  he  entered  on  the  business  of  his  appointment  in  Maryland 
on  the  first  of  July  following^  and  agreeable  to  the  said  Ordinance, 
gave  notice  to  the  Executive  and  proceeded  on  the  bwuness  of  his 
appointment  with  this  State  the  first  of  August,  1787,  by  the  afore- 
said ordinance  the  states  were  restricted  to  six  months  for  exhibiting 
all  their  claims  to  the  said  Commissioner  as  much  as  possible  was 
done  to  prepare  not  only  for  exhibiting  the  Claims  of  this  state,  but 
for  supporting  and  substantiating  the  Ame  with  proper  vouoherB^ 
and  the  greatest  assiduity  and  attention  was  paid  to  the  business  by 
Mr.  White  while  here,  and  when  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  City 
to  return  to  Delaware  and  Maryland  on  the  other  objects  of  his 
appointment,  he  left  an  assistant  behind  him  constantly  employed 
in  the  aforesaid  business.  When  the  first  of  Feb'y  last  was  ap- 
proaching I  found  the  accounts  could  not  possibly  be  all  rendered 

*  See  CoL,  Beo.,  XV,,  p.  480. 
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in  form  by  the  end  of  six  months,  and  a  day  or  two  before  that 
period  in  order  to  secure  the  State  from  disability  to  bring  forward 
her  charges  against  the  Union,  I  took  him  to  the  different  apart- 
ments of  the  office,  and  showing  him  (he  books,  papers  &  YoucherSi 
made  a  general  exhibition .  to  him  of  all  claims  against  the  Unioni 
specifying  their  nature  in  general  terms,  so  as  to  cover  all  debts 
assumed  to  be  paid,  or  for  which  this  State  is  responsible,  the 
residue  of  the  time  to  the  present  period  hath  been  occupied  in 
arranging  and  stating  the  accounts,  examining  them  &  preparing  for 
a  surrender  of  the  Vouchers,  but  the  aforesaid  ordinance  limits  Mr. 
White's  appointment  to  twelve  months,  and  altho'  I  had  conceived 
we  had  yet  till  the  first  of  August  agreeable  thereunto,  Mr.  White 
is  of  opinion  that  the  twelve  months  terminate  the  first  of  July, 
which  will  be  on  Monday  next,  for  by  the  words  of  the  Ordinance  it 
commences  when  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  appointment,  and 
he  conceives  that  to  be  when  he  began  in  Maryland  about  a  month 
before  he  oame  to  this  place,  this  is  however  not  very  material,  for 
one  month  more  would  be  wholly  insufficient  to  oompleat  the 
business. 

I  conceive  tbe  object  Congress  had  in  view  was  to  expedite  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  several  States,  a  mobt  desirable 
object,  and  not  to  exclude  any  just  claim  if  no  unnecessary  delay 
hath  arisen  in  presenting  it,  and  that  if  the  time  limited  should  be 
so  short  as  to  make  it  impracticable  within  it  to  get  thro'  the  business 
in  such  States  where  the  accounts  are  large,  multiplied  and  volu- 
minous they  will  prolong  the  time,  and  as  this  is  the  case  with 
Penn'a,  the  dlfiierent  Boards,  houses  &  public  bodies  of  which  have 
been  mc^re  immediately  eonoerned  in  carrying  into  execution  the 
Resolves  of  Congress  than  in  any  other  State,  I  conceive  that  Hon- 
orable body  will  upon  representation  readily  agree  to  do  that  justice  to 
this  Commonwealth.  This  state  hath  to  account  for  the  expenditure 
&  application  of  upwards  of  the  value  of  two  million  dollars  specie 
advanced  her  for  the  purposes  of  the  United  States  from  the  Con- 
tinental Treasury,  while  the  other  States  upon  an  average  have  little 
more  than  one-fourth  of  that  sum  to  account  for,  so  that  it  must 
require  more  time,  attention  &  application  to  settle  the  accounts  of 
Penn'a  than  of  any  other  States  in  the  Union.  Altho'  I  have  used 
every  effort  to  bring  to  a  settlement  and  close  all  accounts  where 
advances  have  been  made  by  this  State  on  account,  to  be  disbursed 
for  expences  of  a  foederal  nature,  they  are  not  yet  oompleated,  but 
there  need  not  &  will  not  be  any  delay  caused  on  this  head,  whilst 
they  are  coming  in ;  there  is  business  sufficient  ready  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  the  Continental  table  of  depreciation  is  so  constructed^ 
as  to  make  the  reduction  of  a  multitude  of  small  and  broken  sums 
to  specie  value  thereby  a  difficult  and  tedious  task,  and  the  calcula- 
tion of  the  Interest  upon  these  several  sums  from  the  date  of  pay- 
ment up  to  a  certain  period  will  require  not  only  time  but  great 
accuracy.    The  number  of  these  calculations  and  sums  are  almost 
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infiniiey  and  I  Bbould  suppose  with  the  greatest  dfligenee  they  can 
Dot  be  got  thro'  in  less  than  nine  months  more. 

I  have  thought  it  would  he  advisable  to  make  this  representatieiii 
that  jonr  Honorable  Board  may  if  it  should  be  deemed  proper  apply 
to  the  Congress  for  a  prolongation  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  White. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be^ 

with  very  great  respect 

Sir;  year  most  obed.  servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Directed^ 
Hia  Ezeellency;  The  President  in  Council. 


Lt.  Col,  Josuh  Harmae  to  V.  P.  Mtjhlbnbbbg,  1T88. 

Fort  Harmar,  June  80tb,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  address  Council  on  the  24th  April*  from  Fort 
Pitt  upon  the  subject  of  the  Treasurer  of  Pennsylvania^  three  drafts 
on  the  County  Treasurers  of  Westmoreland,  Washington  &  Fayette, 
for  monies  for  the  recruiting  service,  &  to  inform  your  honorable 
body  that  th^re  was  a  likelihood  of  obtaining  nothing  but  the  paper 
currency  for  them,  &  at  the  same  time  praying  that  some  other 
arrangements  might  speedily  be  made  in  order  to  obtain  specie,  as 
paper  would  not  answer  the  purpose. 

Since  which  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two  Letters  from 
the  hon'ble,  the  Vice  President  in  Council,  the  one  dated  the  18th 
April,  the  other  the  16th  May  lastf — Tbe  former  enclosed  our  State 
Commissiona — ^The  latter,  I  observe,  desires  that  the  final  determi- 
nation on  the  rank  of  Ensigns  Denny  &  Spear  may  remain  suspended 
until  I  have  an  opportunity  to  lay  the  several  pretensiona  before  the 
Board. 

Respecting  the  dispute  of  Bank  between  these  Gentlemen,  a 
Board  of  officers  was  convened  a  twelvemonth  ago,  in  order  to 
determine  it,  I  did  not  chuse  to  give  my  opinion  at  that  time  con- 
cerning it,  but  referred  the  proceedings  to  the  Secretary  at  War, 
who  was  pleased  to  dedde  in  favor  of  Ensign  Spear )  upon  this 
principle,  that  Ensign  Denny  could  not  by  virtue  of  his  one  year's 
aervice  (which  was  considered  aa  militia  ^nk,  from  the  Act  of 
CoDgress  of  the  3d  June,  1784)  take  rank  of  Ensign  Spear,  whose 
rank  was  derived  from  Continental  service.  In  consequence  of  this 
decision  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  orders  have  long  since  been  Issued 
by  me  at  this  poet,  announcing  Ensign  Spear  as  the  Senior  officer. 

I  have  been  informed  tbat  Captain  Ziegler  is  contesting  rank  with 
Captain  Ferguson.    The  same  principle  which  decides  the  rank  of 

*  Page  270.  t  ^«*®  287. 
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EDsigQ  De&Dj  &  Ensign  Spear,  I  presame  s^oald  oportte  in  the 
oase  of  Capt.  Ferguson  &  Oapfe.  Zie^er.  The  Qaere  is  whether  tho 
Otte  year's  seryice  was  Militia  or  Contipental  rank  ?  If  Council 
should  be  of  Opinion  that  the  one  year's  serviee  was  Militia  rank| 
Capt.  Ferguson  is  undoubtedly  Senior  to  Captain  Ziegler. 

As  the  risht  of  finally  judging  upon  this  case  lestB  with  yoor 
hono'ble  Body,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  observations. 

Captain  Ferguson  is  now  absent  at  post  Vincennes,  and  perhaps 
has  not  in  Council  one  friend  to  advocate  his  cause.  He  is  an 
officer  of  distinguished  &  superior  abilities  in  tho  Artillery  depart- 
ment. The  consequence  will  be  that  if  Captain  Ziegler  obtains 
Kank  of  him  ho  will  instantly  resign,  which  will  be  a  loss  not  only 
to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  but  to  the  States  in  general.  I  question 
very  much  whether  an  officer  of  eqnal  abilities  of  his  grade^  &  in  his 
line,  can  be  furnished  by  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Doctor  John  M'Dowell  has  resigned  his  oommissioD  on  the  lat 
instant.  The  surgeon's  mate^  Richard  Allison^  is  fully  qualified^  I 
believe^  to  succeed  him. 

There  will  be  a  vacancy  now  for  a  Surgeon's  mate  from  our  State^ 
Doctor  Scott,  the  surgeon's  mate  of  the  Jersey  quota,  begs  me  to 
recommend  a  friend  of  his,  Mr.  John  F.  Carmicbael^  (a  nadve  of 
Peunsylvania.)  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  young  Gentleman,  but 
from  Dr.  Scott's  representation,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to 
fill  the  vacancy,  provided  the  hon'ble  Council  thmka  \t  proper,  and 
has  no  other  person  in  view. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bci  Sir, 

With  the  highest  Esteem  &  respect. 
Your  most  h'ble  &  obt.  Serv't, 

JOS.  HARMAR, 
Lt.  Col.  Com.  1st  U.  S.  Rog. 
Directed^ 

The  honorable  P.  Muhlenberg,  Esq.;  Vice  President  in  Council, 
Pennsylvania. 


Council  to  Gtovs*  op  New  Jersey  and  Nhw  Yoke,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  July  2d,  1788. 
Sir, 

Having  received  undoubted  information  from  the  County  of 
Luzerne,  in  our  state,  that  limothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  the  Prothono- 
tary,  was  in  the  night  of  the  26th  ultimo  Violently  taken  out  of  his 
house  by  persons  unknown,  being  painted  likq  Indians^  and  as  they 
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will  pcobftUj  elude  the  ponaii  of  a  pattj  of  the  tnbabiianto  hj 
pawing  into  your  State,  we  request  joor  EzoelleDoys  aid  and 
aaihority  may  be  interpofied  for  apprebeoding  and  bringing  the 
VilJains  to  jnstioe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

With  great  Respect, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  Servanti 
BENJAMIN  FBANKLIN; 
President 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  and  His  Excellency 
the  €K)vemor  of  New  York.* 


Nathan  Denison  to  Sec'y  Biddle,  1788. 

Kington,  the  8th  of  July,  1788. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  reoeived  your  letter  of  the  first  of 
this  instant,  and  give  my  harty  thanks  for  your  attention  to  tho 
affairs  of  this  Settkment.  I  have  only  to  inform  you  that  I  do  not 
think  80  much,  of  the  plan  of  the  insurgent  Now  as  I  Did  at  the 
time  that  Mr.  Eliout  left  us,  as  there  is  but  Eighteen  that  have  been 
active  in  thac  party  aa  yet,  that  we  Can  find  out.  Would  not  trouble 
yon  With  a  long  account  of  affairs,  but  for  particulars  must  refer 
you  to  a  general  letter  to  Council  for  the  information  of  What  haa 
turned  up  with  us  Since  We  rote  last.  Fleas  to  give  my  compliments 
to  Col.  Beddick  and  Col.  Deen,  and  except  the  same  your  Self. 
From  your  frind  and  Humble  Servent^ 

NATHAN  DENISON. 
Direded^ 
The  Honrable  Charles  Biddle,  Phihddphia. 


Deposition  op  Andkbw  Ellioott  Relativb  to  Timothy 
PiCKERESra,  1788. 

June  8th,  1788. 
This  day  I  arrived  at  Tyoga.  I  found  the  inhabitants  up  the 
river  above  Wyoming,  (with  few  exceptions,)  disaffected  to  the 
Jurisdiction  of  FenDsylvania,  and  anxious  for  the  liberation  of  Mr. 
John  Franklin.  At  TuDchannook  I  found  a  number  of  people 
assembled  in  a  riotous  manner  about  the  House  of  a  Mr. Marccy, 

*  Bee  Col.  R«c,  Vol.  :FV.,  p.  484,  4p9.      . 
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they  had  taken  off  the  Roof  of  hk  HooBe,  and  were  preparing  to 
level  it  with  the  gronnd,  which  they  eflfected  before  night.  From 
my  appearmnce  they  sappoeed  me  to  be  a  Traveler,  and  eoouired 
from  what  part  of  the  Goantry  I  came,  I  informed  them  from  rhila- 
delphia ;  they  then  requested  information  relative  to  the  liberation 
of  Col.  Franklin,  as  they  were  pleased  to  call  him,  I  save  them  all 
the  satisfaction  I  could,  and  closed  my  relation  with  oDserving  that 
I  believed  they  gave  him  a  military  Title  to  which  he  had  no  claim. 
They  answered  that  a  free  people  had  a  right  to  appoint  their  own 
commandant.  I  advised  them  to  submit  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  Penn- 
aylvania,  but  they  treated  the  advice  with  contempt. 

At  Mishopping  I  found  one  Mr.  Dudley  and  his  sons  videntlj 
opposed  to  the  Laws  and  Jurisdiction  of  this  State. 

At  Tyoga  I  could  plainly  perceive  the  disposition  of  the  people  in 
favour  of  Franklin  and  the  half  Share  rights. 

On  the  17th  I  was  informed  that  a  plan  was  just  ready  for  execu- 
tion that  would  throw  the  County  into  confusion,  and  was  desired  to 
)ut  Col.  Pickering  on  his  guard.  On  the  19th  I  set  out  by  water 
'or  Wyoming,  in  the  afternoon  I  stopped  at  Obediah  Gore's,  Esq., 
while  I  was  there  we  received  information  by  a  person  who  was  a 
stranger  to  me,  that  on  a  day  which  he  named,  a  meeting  (in  which 
John  Jenkins  presided)  had  been  held  down  the  river  by  the  leaders 
in  opposition  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  it  was 
resolved  to  take  Col.  Pickering,  and  retaliate  for  the  captivity  of 
Mr.  John  Franklin ;  he  likewise  informed  us  that  the  day  preceding 
this  meetine,  John  Jenkins  passed  chiefly  at  Col.  Butler's.  On  the 
22  I  arrived  at  Col.  Pickering's,  and  gave  him  all  the  informatioii 
1  could  relative  to  the  state  of  affairs  up  the  River,  and  the  general 
disposition  of  the  People — he  would  not  give  any  credit  to  that  part 
of  the  information  respecting  the  determination  to  take,  and 
retaliate  on  him  for  the  imprisonment  of  Franklin.  On  the 
26ith,  in  the  evedingi  between  the  hours  of  11  and  12  o'clock,  Mrs. 
Pickering  sent  a  person  to  inform  me  that  a  number  of  armed  nieo, 
painted  like  Indians,  had  a  few  minutes  before  entered  their  House, 
made  her  Husband  prisoner,  pinnioned  him  and  carried  him  off; 
immediately  after  receiving  this  information  I  went  and  alarmed 
Col.  Butler  and  Cap.  Schott.  On  the  27th,  about  10  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  Cap.  Sehett  followed  the  Insurge&ls  with  18  Horse  Men  ; 
by  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  about  140  of  the  Militia  were  collected 
at  Wilksborough ;  and  on  the  28th,  about  9  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
28  of  the  Militia  were  sent  off.  In  the  evening  Capt.  Schott  returned 
with  the  Horse  Men,  after  advancing  within  7  miles  of  7  of  the 
Insurgents — the  same  evening  10  of  the  Militia  also  returned.  On 
the  29th,  in  the  evening,  the  remaining  18  Militia  returned,  after 
taking  two  suspicious  characters.  On  the  first  of  July  50  of  the 
Militia,  under  the  Command  of  Major  Mires  and  Capt.  Ross^  set  out 
from  Mr.  John  Hollenback's  up  the  river  after  the  insurgents. 

The  following  persons  compose  part  of  the  body  of  SisurgentSy 
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ViK ,  John  Hjdo,  Oapt.,  Daniel  fiarle,  Bonjamin  Earle, 

Csdj,  Wilkes  Jenkinj!,  Joseph  Dudley,  Gideon  Dudley,  Dand  Wood- 
ward, John  Whitcomb,  Timothy  Kilboarn  and  Thomas  Kinney.'*' 

AND.   ELLICOTT. 
In  Council,  July  7th,  1788. 
Personally  af^eared  Andrew  Ellicot,  Esq.,  and  declareth  on  his 
solemn  affirmation  the  foregoing  narrative  to  be  true. 
Affirmed  &  subscribed  in  presence  of 


Proclamation  to  Arrbst  John  Jhnkins  A;o.,  1788. 

Pennsylvania,  m. 

By  the  Yice-Presideiit  and  the  Supreme  ExecatiTe  Council  of  the 
Ccmmonwedlth  of  Fenneylvania^ 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  depositions  taken  according  to  law,  it  appears  that 
several  evil  disposed  persons  have  conspired  to  obstruct  the  execution 
of  the  laws  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  have  violently  seized  and 
carried  off  the  person  of  Timothy  Pickering,  esquire,  an  officer  of 
government^  whom  they  still  retain  as  a  prisoner : — And  Whereas 
it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth 
that  such  heinous  offenders  should  be  brought  to  condign  punishment : 
— ^We  have  thought  fit  to  offer,  and  do  hereby  offer  a  Public  Reward  of 
Three  Hundred  Dollars  for  apprehending  and  securing  John  Jenkins^ 
Three  Hundred  Dollars  for  apprehending  and  securing  John  Hyde^ 
and  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  for  apprehending  and  securing 
eaoh  and  every  of  the  following  named  persons,  viz.  Danid  Earlj 

Benjamin   Early Cady^     Wilkes    Jenkins,   Joseph    Dudley, 

Gideon  Dudley,  David  Woodward,  John  Whitcomh,  Timotliy 
Killmme,  and  Thomas  Kinney,  or  for  apprehending  and  securing 
any  other  persons  who  shall  be  convicted  of  aiding  and  assisting  in 
taking  off  the  said  Timothy  Pickering — the  reward  for  apprehen- 
ding and  securing  any  of  the  above  named  persons  will  be  paid  on 
their  being  deliverd  to  the  jail  of  the  county  of  Northampton  : — 
And  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  and  Constables  are  hereby  strictly 
enjoyed  and  required  to  make  diligent  search  and  enquiry  after,  and 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  apprehend  and  secure  the  said 
offenders,  so  that  they  may  bo  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Given  in  Council  under  the  Sand  of  the  Honorable  Peter 
Muhlenbei^g,  Esquire,  Yice-Ptesident,  and  the  Seal  of  the  State  at 
Philadelphia  this  eighth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty^eight. 

PETER  MUHLENBERO.f 

Atteft  CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Secretary. 
*  See  Ool.  Bee.,  Tol.  XV.,  p.  489 
f  From  hand  bill,  printed  in  German  ae  well  as  EogliBh. 
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V,   P.  MuHLBNBKRa  TO  JOSBPH   COWPERTHWAITB,  SHERIFF, 

1788. 

In  Coanoil^  Philadelphia  July  8th^  1788. 
Sir, 

From  a  change  of  circamstances  since  the  last  determination  of 
Council  with  regard  to  Franklin,  and  to>  prevent  the  pernicious  con- 
sequences that  would  probably  arise  from  his  escape.  Council  re- 
quest that  the  Liberty  Franklin  at  present  enjoys  be  abridged  &  that 
you  will  be  pleas'd  to  direot  the  Jailer  to  take  every  prudent 
measure  in  his  power  to  prevent  any  possibility  of  an  escape,  but  to 
prevent  any  injury  to  the  Health  of  Franklin-  The  Board  wish  he 
may  be  permitted  twice  a  week  to  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  the  air  in  the 
Jail  yard;  for  a  limited  time^  &  with  oiroumspeotioQ. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  very  humble  Servant, 

.  PETER  MUHLENBERG  * 

IHrectedf 

Joseph  Cowperthwaite^  Esq. 


Zbbulon  Butler  to.,  to  Pres,  Franklin,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  9th,  1788- 
Sir, 

As  the  Bearer,  Mr.  Wigton,"j*  goes  this  day  to  Philadelphia  on  his 
own  private  business,  we  think  it  highly  expedient  by  him,  to  in- 
form your  Excellency  &  Council  of  the  present  situation  of  this 
County. 

In  our  last,  we  informed  that  the  People  in  general,  were 
spirited  and  seem'd  determined  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  silence 
the  lawless  Banditti  who  committed  the  Riot  of  taking  Col.  Pick- 
ering. In  this  we  have  to  inform  that  we  were  not  deceived  The 
Militia  under  the  Command  of  the  Sheriff  repaired  near  to  the  place 
where  the  Rioters  were  posted,  and  after  the  scheme  was  agreed 
npon  in  which  they  were  to  be  attacked,  Capt.  Ross  with  a  party 
of  twelve  or  fourteen  began  his  march  &  just  after  day  light  appeared 
the  next  morning,  met  the  Rioters,  gave  them  Battle  and  oblig'd 
them  to  leave  the  ground.  In  the  attack  Capt.  Ross  behaved  with 
much  intrepidity  and  Calmness,  but  had  the  misfortune  of  receiving 
a  wound  through  his  arm  and  another  through  his  body.  However 
we  are  happy  to  find  them  not  mortal.  By  appearances  we  have 
much  assurance  that  he  will  soon  recover,  as  yet  we  have  no  certain 
intelligence  that  more  than  one  of  the  Rioters  are  wonnded,  How- 
*  See  OoL  Reo.,  YoL  XY.,  p.  489.    f  8ee  Ibid,  49B. 
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ever  it  is  to  be  believed  that  there  are  more;  how  many  we  cannot 
tell. 

After  this  small  engagement  the  Militia  soon  returned.  The 
places  of  the  Rioters  resort  is  so  situated,  that  after  mature  delibera- 
tion it  was  concluded  a  smaller  body  of  Men  would  mnoh  better 
effect  their  reduction.  Their  number  does  not  exceed  eighteen  and 
it  is  generally  thought  and  indeed  reported  that  many  of  them  are 
mnoh  dissatisfied  with  the  imprudence  of  their  conduct^  and  some  of 
them  have  left  the  County.  Col.  Pickeringi  by  the  remainder  of 
them  is  still  detained,  but  we  have  some  expectation  that  he  will  be 
xeleased  by  them  in  the  course  of  the  week.  The  fathers  of  most  of 
the  Rioters  we  have  in  close  custody — Some  or  all  of  them  have  ad- 
vis'd  to  the  nefarious  plan,  and  afforded  comfort  to  the  Rioters  since 
tiieir  appearance  in  arms,  for  which  proceeding  we  think  their  liberty 
ought  to  be  restrained.  They  appear  to  be  much  affected  with 
their  confinement,  and  seem  willing  to  acknowledge  that  they  have 
been  embarked  in  a  most  glaring  enterpize.  All  possible  pains  are 
taken  to  transmit  intelligence  to  their  Children  to  release  Col.  Pick- 
ering, But  whether  they  will  do  iter  not  immediately  we  cannot 
say.  Measures  to  oblige  them  to  it  are  now  concerting,  and  will, 
the  latter  end  of  this  week  be  carried  into  execution.  A  number  of 
Men  are  preparing  themselves  to  steal  a  march  upon  them  and  should 
the  Rioters  get  no  information  of  it  Twhioh  we  imagine  they  will  not 
no  doubt  but  they  will  fall  into  our  nands. 

Whatever  accounts  may  be  given  your  Excellency  &  Council  of 
the  inactivity  of  the  People  of  the  County  we  are  confident  they 
will  gain  no  ground  of  belief,  when  we  inform  every  thing  practi- 
cable to  be  done  has  not  been  omitted.  The  militia  have  done 
their  duty  with  chearfulness  and  stand  ready  for  the  second  Tonre. 
On  the  whole,  it  is  probable,  and  almost  morally  certain,  that  we 
shall  disperse  the  Rioters  if  not  captivate  them  in  a  very  short  time. 
In  the  fnlest  belief  of  this,  we  beg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves  your 
Excellency's  most  obedt  and  very  humble  servants, 

ZEBN.  BUTLER, 
WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 
LORD  BUTLER. 
Directed, 

His  ExcoUoQcy,  Bcnjm.  Franklin  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 
*  See  answer  July  28. 
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Commissioners  of  Luzbrns  to  Pees.  Franklin,  1788. 

Wilksbarre,  Julj  9th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  Honor  to  Inform  Ton  we  arived  at  this  place  on  the 
first  Instant,  &  found  the  whole  settlement  in  motion,  on  aoc't  of 
Col.  Pickerings  being  carried  off  a  few  days  before,  by  a  Bandity 
here  called  Halfshear  men  or  wild  Boys,  a  Detachment  of  the  Mili- 
tia accompanied  the  Sheriff  up  the  river,  &  several  small  parties 
were  sent  on  in  Qaest  of  the  Insurgents,  on  tlie  3d,  a  few  random 
shotts  ware  fired  across  the  river,  &  on  the  4tb,  the  Detachment 
Commanded  by  Cap't  Ross,  consisting  of  18  men,  who  had  six  sus- 
pected persons  under  his  Caire,  fell  in  with  the  Insurgents  in  num- 
ber 18,  the  letter  we  are  Informed  had  several  wounded  &  ware 
Obliged  to  retire,  Cap't  Ross  was  wounded,  but  ft  is  Expected  not 
Mortal.  Nothing  b«9  happened  since.  Mrs.  Picketing  reo'd  a  letter 
from  the  Col.,  Dated  the  dd  Inst,  Informiog  hir  that  he  is  well  & 
that  his  Keepers  Expected  to  Exchange  him  for  Franklin,  which 
Idea  he  Treats  with  contempt,  aledging  the  State  Would  act  Conqia- 
ting  to  there  Dignity.  We  Rec'd  a  hint  that  a  partie  is  raising  seorea- 
tly,  who  are  to  take  the  woods  in  Quest  of  him.  The  Bearer  waits  at 
the  dore,  You  will  excuse  hast. 

We  remain  with  much  Esteem 

Your  Honors  most  Obedient 

&  very  Humble  Servants, 

STEPHEN  BALLIET, 
WM.  ARMSTRONG. 
JDirectedf 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  in  Coanoil,  Philad'a. 


Act  of  Congress — Western  Territory,  1788. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  A.ssembled. 

July  9,  1788. 
A  Supplement  to  an  ordinance  entitled  '<  An  Ordinance  for  ascer- 
taining the  Mode  of  disposing  of  Lands  in  the  Western  Territory.'' 

Whereas  it  is  found  to  be  inconvenient  to  execute  that  part  of  the 
Land-Ordinance,  passed  May  20,  1785,  which  directs  that  certain 
proportions  of  lands  be  allotted  to  the  several  states,  to  be  sold  by 
the  loan-officers  in  each  State.  And  whereaSf  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  lands,  for  satisfying  the  bounties  du^  to  the  late  army,  was  set 
apart  by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  22d  of  October  last,  whereby 
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farther  drafts  for  tatiafying  military  bonnties  in  lands  from  the 
townahipa  latdy  snrreyed,  are  beooming  nnneoessary : 

Me  it  ordained  hy  the  United  States  in  Congress  astembledy  That 
■o  muoh  of  the  aaid  ordinance,  passed  May  20,  1785,  as  ordains 
that  certain  parts  of  the  townships  therein  directed  to  be  surveyed, 
shall  be  drawn  for  in  the  name  of  the  thirteen  states  respectively, 
aooording  to  the  quotas  in  the  last  preoe«iing  requisitions,  in  all  the 
States  in  order  that  the  same  be  sold  by  the  said  loan-officers  ;  and 
also  that  the  secretary  at  war  shall  take  by  lot  from  the  townships 
when  surveyed,  certain  proportions  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  late 
army,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  future  drafts,  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  and  they 
hereby  are  authorised  and  directed  to  sell  those  parts  of  the  seven 
ranges  of  townships  surveyed  in  the  western  territory,  which  are  not 
already  sold  or  drawn  for  the  use  of  the  late  army,  in  the  same 
manner,  on  the  same  conditions,  and  under  the  same  restrictions  and 
limitations  as  were  prescribed  in  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  of 
April  21, 1787,  except  as  to  the  place  of  sale,  and  the  daily  con* 
taooance  thereof,  which  may  be  so  far  varied  that  the  said  board 
may  commence  the  sales  at  rfew-York  or  Philadelphia,  and  adjourn 
the  same  ^m  time  to  time  to  any  part  or  parts  of  the  United  States 
which  they  may  judge  most  proper  for  the  purpose. 

Be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  secretary  at  war  issue  warrants 
for  bounties  of  land  to  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late 
continental  army  who  may  be  entitled  to  such  bounties,  or  to  their 
respective  assigns,  or  legal  representatives,  certifying  therein  the  rank 
or  station  of  each  officer,  and  the  line^  regiment^  corps  and  company 
in  which  the  officer  or  soldier  served. 

Be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  geographer,  by  warrant  under 
his  band  and  seal,  appoint  one  surveyor  to  each  of  the  two  tracts  or 
dtstriots  of  land  set  apart  for  satisfying  the  said  bounties  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  22d  of  October  last;  and  that  the  persons  entitled  to 
lands  by  virtue  of  warrants  issued  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  at  liberty  td 
keate  th^n  on  any  part  of  the  two  tracts  of  land  set  apart  as  afore* 
aaid ;  provided  that  each  location  and  survey  shall  be  bounded  on 
one  side  by  one  of  the  external  boundaries  of  one  of  the  tracts  afore- 
saidj  or  by  some  prior  survey  therein,  and  the  external  lines  of  each 
survey  shall  run  east  and  west^  north  and  south,  such  parts  thereof 
excepted  as  may  border  upon  any  river  bounding  the  district,  and 
the  several  surveys  shall  be  in  squares,  unless  where  restrained  by 
such  river  or  by  tho  lines  of  former  surveys ;  and  provided  also, 
that  in  every  location  there  shall  be  a  combination  of  as  many  war^ 
rants  as  shall  make  the  same  at  least  six  miles  square,  and  no  inter- 
stices shall  be  left  between  surveys  less  than  six  miles  wide. 

Be  it  further  ordained^  That  each  surveyor  upon  making  any 
survey,  shall  protract  and  lay  the  same  down  in  a  general  map  to 
be  kept  and  preserved,  and  shall  make  a  record  of  each  survey  in  a 
Vol.  XL— 15 
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book  to  be  kept  for  that  parpo06y  and  make  onft  and  deUver  a  oopy 
of  the  anryej  certified  under  his  hand,  to  the  proprietor  or  proprie- 
tors  thereof;  and  the  surveyor  shall  retain  in  his  hands  all  warrants 
by  him  laid  out  and  located,  until  he  oan  transmit  the  same  to  the 
board  of  treasury,  which  he  shall  do  within  one  year  after  laying 
out  the  land,  certifying  thereon  under  his  hand,  that  the  same  is 
satisfied.  That  the  surveyors  to  be  appointed  as  herein  before  directed, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  the  services  enjoined  them  by  this 
ordinance,  so  much  only  as  shall  be  allowed  and  fixed  by  the  gover- 
nor and  judges  of  the  western  territory,  and  shall  be  liable  to  be 
displaced  by  the  geographer  for  neglect  of  duty  or  other  misbe- 
haviour ;  iu  which  case  he  shall  supply  any  vacancy  so  happeulDg 
by  a  new  appointment.  That  each  surveyor  who  may  be  appointed 
under  this  ordinance,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  that  he  will  justly  and  truly  execute 
the  trust  reposed  in  him  as  surveyor  of  a  district  of  land  in  the 
western  territory,  according  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  understanding, 
without  favor  or  partiality ;  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  taken 
before  the  governor  or  either  of  the  judges  of  the  western  territory, 
or  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  in  any  of  the  United  States, 
and  being  duly  attested  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  Con- 
gress, to  be  by  him  filed  of  record.  That  the  maps  and  records 
before  mentioned,  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  Con- 
gress, to  be  removed  or  deposited  wherever  they  shall  direct.  That 
if  any  officer  or  soldier,  or  assignee  or  grantee  of  either,  shall  desire 
to  have  their  bounty  of  land  allotted  in  the  townships  or  fractional 
parts  thereof,  lately  drawn  for  the  army  by  the  secretary  of  war,  out 
of  the  first  four  ranges  of  townships  surveyed  west  of  the  Ohio,  and 
shall  cause  such  his  desire  in  writing,  together  with  his  land  warrant 
to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  war,  before  the  first 
of  July,  1789 ;  The  said  secretary  shall  cause  so  much  of  the  said 
townships  which  have  been  drawn  for  the  army,  to  be  drawn  for  by 
lot,  as  will  satisfy  the  warrants  so  deposited,  for  which  surveys  shall 
be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  several  proprietors,  signed  by  the 
geographer  of  the  United  States,  which  surveys  shall  be  recorded  in 
a  book  by  the  geographer,  and  lodged  in  the  treasury  office.  And 
whereas  lands  are  set  apart  for  satisfying  military  bounties,  not  only 
in  the  said  districts  and  townships,  but  also  within  the  limiti  of  pur- 
chases made  by  several  companies. 

JBe  it  further  ordained.  That  the  persons  who  have  purchased 
tracts  of  the  federal  lands,  shall  have  credit  for  so  much  land  as  the 
warrants  issued  as  aforesaid  and  delivered  by  them  to  the  board  of 
treasury  cover }  provided  that  in  no  case  deductions  on  account  of 
military  bounties  shall  exceed  one-seventh  part  of  the  purchase. 

Done,  &o., 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.* 
*  See  Col  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,'  page  496. 
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Pkbs.  Frahklin  to  Gov.  Clinton,  of  N.  Y.,  1788. 

Philadelphia^  Jaly  JOth,  1788. 
Sir 

I  beg  leave  once  more  to  iDtrodace  to  your  Brcelleocy  the  honor- 
able Mr.  Redick,*  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Ezecntive  Council  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  who  is  charged  by  that  Council  with  some 
important  Matters  to  communicate  to,  and  consult  upon  with,  your 
Excellency,  respecting  the  outrageous  Conduct  of  some  disorderly 
People  inhabiting  near  the  Borders  of  our  two  States,  which  if  not 
speedily  and  effectually  repressed,  it  is  apprehended  may  occasion 
much  Inconvenience  and  Mischief.  I  request  your  Excellency  to 
give  Mr.  Redick  a  favourable  Audience,  and  to  afford  him  your  best 
Counsels,  which  will  be  very  obliging  to  this  Government^  and 
particularly  to 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  Servant 

B.  FRANKLIN,  Presid'i 
Dirededj 

His  Excellency  Oeo.  Clinton,  Esq.,  Governor  of  New  York,  &o.  Ac. 


Rich.  Peters  to  V.  P.  Muhlenberq— Turnpikes,  1788. 

Belmont,  July  12th,  1788. 
Dear  Sir 

I  aak  yoar  Pardon  for  not  returning  sooner  the  Report  of  the  Per- 
sons appointed  to  view  Jones's  Lane.  I  wished  to  see  some  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  made  the  Report,  at  our  Agricultural  Society  the 
Meeting  whereof  was  yesterday.  I  was  disappointed  as  they  did 
not  attend.  The  Gentlemen  who  made  the  Report  are  all  men  ot 
Character  but  some  of  them  more  intelligent  in  this  particular  Branch 
of  knowledge  than  others.  Mr.  Curwen  appears  best  acquainted 
with  the  Manner  of  making  Turnpikes  having  assisted  at  the  Work 
io  England.  I  attended  at  the  Measurement  of  the  Distances  &  the 
view  of  the  Road  k  am  clearly  of  opinion  with  the  Gentlemen  that 
the  Road  should  be  made  on  new  Ground.  Altho'  Goodman's  Run 
is  not  generally  deemed  in  Jones's  Lane  yet  without  it  be  included 
in  the  Part  of  the  Road  to  be  made  good  the  End  will  not  be  ans- 
wered for  a  few  Perches  next  the  Run  are  the  worst  of  any  of  the 
bad  Road  near  it.  There  should  be  a  Bridge  over  this  Run  which 
will  not  oost  £20,  if  so  much.  The  other  two  Bridges  cannot  cost 
£50.  It  must  therefore  be  the  Expence  of  covering  the  Road  with 
Stones  that  makes  the  Estimate  amount  so  high.  At  least  this  must 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  YoL  XV.,  p.  400. 
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be  the  LeaYiest  Article.  The  Gi^uod  proposed  for  Uie  new  Road 
possesses  every  Advantage  one  oould  wish  for  the  Purpose  and  I 
think  that  if  the  Road  was  ordered  to  be  laid  oat  &  Hands  set  at 
Work  this  Season  after  Harvest  when  they  oan  easily  be  had,  it 
would  be  most  adviseable  to  throw  up  the  Ground,  dig  the  Ditches 
k  necessary  Drains  &  build  the  Bridges  this  Year  without  stoning 
the  Surface  'till  it  be  searched  by  the  Winter  &  properly  settled. 
All  this  oan  be  done  at  half  the  Expense  of  the  Estimate  as  I  pre- 
sume to  think.  Many  hundreds  if  not  thousands  of  Cart  Loads  of 
Stone  Twhich  may  be  dug  up  for  the  new  Road  if  wanted)  are  use- 
lessly ouried  in  Quagmires  in  the  old  Road,  wherein  Layer  upon 
Layer  have  been  iojudicionsly  thrown  for  a  long  Course  of  years. 
Had  these  Places  been  properly  searched  &  drained  &  Timber,  Fag- 
gots or  even  solid  Earth  thrown  in  before  stoning,  one  Layer  of 
Stone  would  have  been  sufficient.  The  same  Evil  will  attend  the 
new  Road  if  more  Haste  than  good  Speed  according  the  common 
Saying  is  now  used.  The  Road  may  be  laid  out  to  the  Width  of 
the  old  Road  which  I  think  is  Sixty  Feet,  but  there  is  no  Oocassion 
for  turnpiking  it  above  80  Feet  wide.  I  measured  several  excel- 
lent Turnpike  Roads  in  England  of  the  Width  only  of  25  Feet  ex- 
cluding the  Ditches. — ^There  is  not  a  Part  of  the  Ground  proposed 
for  the  new  Road  that  cannot  be  drained  &  possibly  many  Places 
which  now  appear  to  want  stoning  may  be  found  firm  enough  when 
the  Water  is  properly  carried  off  &  none  suffered  to  become  stagnant 
upon  them.  Should  you  wish  that  I  should  assist  in  making  any 
further  Enquiries  on  this  Subject,  I  shall  be  happy  in  compljiog 
with  your  Request. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem 

Your  obed't  Serv't 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

I  wish  Curwen  would  undertake  to  do  this  Bussincss.     He  seema 
a  judicious  honest  Man.     I  do  not  know  what  his  Inclinations  are 
on  this  Matter  but  intended  to  have  asked  him.* 
Direciedf 

Hon.  Gen'l.  Muhlenberg. 


Gov.    LlVINQSTON  OF  N.  J.   TO  PEES.  FnANKLIN,  1788. 

Elizabeth  Town,  14th  July,  1788. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  2dt  instant  respecting  the  violent 
taking  of  Timothy  Pickering  Esqr.  the  ProthonoUry  of  the  County 
of  Luzerne  in  your  State,  out  of  bis  house,  by  persone  unknown,  be- 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  494, 
t  See  page  326. 
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iDg  painted  like  iDcJians, — did  not  come  to  ray  hands  till  Testerdaj, 
or  I  sbotfld  certainly  have  done  myself  the  honour  of  having  sooner 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  it — I  had  not  before,  nor  have  I  since, 
heard  anything  of  that  atrocious  violence.  Shoald  I  receive  any 
iDtelligence  of  the  Perpetrators  of  it  being  found  in  this  State,  yonr 
Ezeelfenc^  may  depend  upon  my  nsing  eveiy  exerttoti  in  ny  power 
ft  consistent  with  Law,  to  have  the  offenders  '*  apprehended  ft  brooght 
*<  to  Justice,  ft  for  recovering  that  valuable  citizen  ft  gpod  officer  t6 
**  hw  family  and  the  service  of  his  Goontry. 
With  real  esteem,  Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  Excellency's 

moBt  obedioBt  ft  very  humble  Servanfe 

WM.  LIVINGSTON.* 
Dvrected, 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Executive  Goaneil  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


D.   RiTTENHOUSB,  TrBAS.,  TO  P.  MUHLBKBHRG,  1T88. 

July  14th,  1788. 

\  have  &r  some  time  past  used  etory  endavour  to  ooUeot  and  pre* 
pare  for  burning  the  annual  Sum  of  £20^000  paper  money,  agree- 
able to  law  and  a  late  Besolution  of  Assembly,  But  the  difficulty  is 
10  great  that  one  can  scarcely,  forbear  suapecting  a  combination  to 
prevent  it.  Taxes  come  in  worse  than  ever.  The  City  ft  County  of 
Philadelphia  alone  are  indebted  i£6075  of  the  Tax  for  1787,  almost 
one  third  of  the  Quota,  besides  large  Balances  for  1783  ft  17^6, 
Other  Counties  are  equally  deficient.  I  have  nevertheless  prepared 
upwards  of  £15,000  including  £3700  received  of  the  Loan  Office. 
Perhaps  a  Letter  from  you.  Sir,  if  Council  ahould  think  proper,  to 
the  Collector  of  Imposts  might  hasten  in  a  few  Thousands  to  com* 
plete  the  Sum. 

I  am,  Sir,  irith  great  Bespeoft 

Tour  Humble  Servant 

DAVD.  KITMNHOUSE,  Treasf 

P.  S.  Not  a  Shilling  of  Taxes  for  the  present  year  yet  rcc'd  from 
the  City  ft  Go. 

Directedf 
fionorabk  P.  Muhlenberg,  Esqr. 

♦  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  403. 
f  Ibidem. 
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David  II£dick  to  Pees.  Fbankun,  1788. 

New  York,  July. 
Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  arrifod  at  this  place  on  Saturday  at  night,  Oeni.  IrVtIi  took 
opportanitiea  yesterday  of  conversing  with  divers  members  of 
Congress  respecting  the  wishes  of  Council  to  have  Ziegler's  Comp'y 
for  the  Wioming  service,  every  Oentleman  he  spoke  to  conntenanoed 
it.  This  morning  the  Gen'l,  Coll.  Reed  and  myself  waited  on  the 
minister  at  war  who  appears  well  disposed :  but  says,  that  Ziegler 
has  surely  marched  e're  now,  that  nothing  can  have  prevented :  but 
at  the  same  time  savs,  that  there  are  about  45  Jersey  troops  who 
will  manrfi  within  a  few  days  to  the  westward  by  the  way  of  Easton 
and  that  a  further  number  of  troops  from  one  of  the  eastern  States 
will  march  by  the  same  route  from  west  point,  where  they  are  oow 
stationed,  all  which  troops  he  is  disposed  should  be  ordered  to  take 
directions  from  some  Oenl.  officer  appointed  by  our  government  to 
command  them. 

It  will  therefore  be  necessary,  if  Council  will  think  proper  to 
apply  for  these  troops  &  that  they  do  it  Instantly.  I  am  now 
sorry  that  a  provisional  application  was  not  sent  by  me,  inasmuch 
as  the  whole  of  the  members  who  have  been  spoken  with  appear,  at 
this  juncture,  to  be  well  disposed  to  serve  us :  and  which  may  not 
happen  to  be  the  case  at  a  future  day,  perhaps  three  days  henoe  it 
may  be  otherwise,  for  as  there  will  be  a  great  question  taken  soon 
for  the  place  in  which  the  new  Congress  shall  convene,  minds  may 
be  soured  and  especially  with  Pennsylvania  if  Philadelphia  should 
happen  to  be  the  place,  for  if  that  should  so  happen  the  eastern  mem- 
bers might  oppose  us  in  the  business :  experience  tells  us  that  great 
men  some  times  do  little  things  on  little  reasons;  It  may  therefore 
be  necessary  that  a  moment  be  not  lost  until  the  application  be  made 
through  our  Delegates ;  and  at  the  same  time  it  will  be  necessary  to 
appoint  some  person  to  be  in  readiness  to  supply  the  troops  with 
provisions,  at,  and  from  Eastown. — A  Genl.  officer  may  also  be 
thought  necessary,  agreeably  to  Genl.  Knoxes  Ideas ;  in  that  case 
permit  me  to  suggest  my  Ideas  on  that  subject.  I  hope  my  seal  will 
be  my  apology  for  taking  that  liberty. 

It  will  in  my  opinion  be  necessary  that  an  officer  of  reputation  and 
military  abilities  be  appointed.  The  nan^e  of  an  old  officer  and 
a  great  man  at  the  head  of  the  Continental  troops  will  tend  at  once 
to  discourage  every  Idea  of  success  in  the  minds  of  the  Insurgents 
and  at  the  same  time  they  will  crush  those  who  may  appear 
in  rebellion.  The  Union  will  by  this  means  appear  as  a  principal 
partv  and  not  merely  Pennsylvania  and  at  the  same  time  the 
Genl.  officer  being  appointed  by  our  Government  will  tend  to 
keep  Up  our  own  State  dignity :  Msj'r  Reed  in  Conversation  has  said 
that  as  he  thirsts  for  fame  he  would  Serve  the  state  without  pay.    I 
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have  no  doubt  bat  Oenl.  Irvine,  will,  as  he  alwajB  has,  be  ready  to 
do  any  thing  the  State  will  request,  the  Gouneil  all  know  him,  there- 
fore I  need  not  say  a  word  more,  however  I  will  just  say  further, 
that  the  Commander  being  a  member  of  Congress  will  have  its 
proper  Influenoe  with  such  of  the  disafected  as  are  capable  of 
reasoning. 

I  purpose  seting  out  for  Pdcepsey  to-morrow  to  meet  Oov'r  Clinton 
he  is  not  expected  this  week  at  N.  York.  No  stage  goes  before 
Thursday,  but  I  hope  for  a  passage  in  an  Albany  sloop. 

Council  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  leave  nothing  undone  which 
I  may  have  in  my  power, — it  is  now  after  12  of  y  Clock  and  the 
mail  will  be  made  up  in  a  few  minutes,  therefore  1  must  conclude 
with  saying  I  have,  &o.,  the  honour  to  be  Sir  &  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obt.  humble  St., 

DAVID  REDIOK.* 

Indonedy — ^Read  June  18. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
State  of  Penn'a  &  the  Hon'ble  Council,  Philadelphia. 

Free,  Wm.  Irvine. 


Secbktaky  op  Congkess  to  Prks.  Franklin,  1788. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

July  17th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
closed, a  supplomentf  to  the  ordinance  ascertaining  the  mode  of 
disposing  of  lands  in  the  western  territory  which  was  passed  by 
Congress  the  9th  of  this  month. 
With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  & 
most  humble  servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Brrectetlf 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 

«  See  Col.  Rec.,  July  17,  Vol.  XV.  p.,  493. 
t  Bee  page  832. 
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Warrant — 0.  J.  Morris,  N.  Y.,  against  WxoMiKa  In- 
suRasNTS,  1788. 

State  of  New  Tork  Ss :  By  Bicbard  MorriB^  Esquire,  Chief  Justice 

of  the  state  of  New  York. 

To  the  Sberifis  of  the  several  Oonnties  of  the  said  state 
[L.  8.]  and  to  their  Depotiesand  to  all  GoDstablesin  the  said  several 
Counties  and  to  each  of  them  Greeting. 

Whereas  by  Letters  from  his  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Esquire,  Governor  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  his 
Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esquire,  Governor  of  this  state,  and  by  a 
Proclamation*  by  the  Vice  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  said  Common  Wealth  dated  the  eighth  day  of  July 
Instant,  laid  before  me  by  his  said  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  it 
appears  that  John  Jenkins,  John  Hyde,  Daniel  Earl,  Benjamin 

Earl, Cady,  Wilkes  Jenkins,  Joseph  Dudley,  Gideon  Dudley, 

David  Woodward,  John  Whitcomb,  Timothy  Kilbume  and  Thomas 
Kinney  have  Conspired  to  obstruct  the  Execution  of  the  Laws  in  the 
County  of  Luzerne  in  the  said  Common  Wealth  and  have  Violently 
seized  and  Carried  off  the  person  of  Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire,  an 
officer  of  Government  whom  they  still  retain  as  a  prisoner,  and 
whereas  it  is  suggested  by  the  said  Executive  Council,  that  the  said 
John  Jenkins,  John  Hyde,  Daniel  Earl,  Benjamin  Earl,  —  Cady, 
Wilkes  Jenkins,  Joseph  Dudley,  Gideon  Dudley,  David  Woodward, 
John  Whitcomb,  Timothy  Kilbume,  and  Thomas  Kinney  will,  prob- 
ably to  elude  Justice,  pass  into  some  parts  of  this  state,  These  are 
therefore  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  this  state  to  strictly  charge 
and  Command  you  and  each  of  you  to  apprehend  and  take  the  said 
offenders  and  each  of  them  that  may  be  found  and  all  and  every 
other  pei-son  in  whose  Custody  the  said  Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire, 
may  be  found,  within  this  state  and  them  forthwith  to  bring  before 
me  in  Order  that  they  may  be  respectively  examined  touching  the 
premises  and  to  be  further  dealt  with  according  to  Law  and  the  Con- 
federation of  the  United  States  and  all  magistrates,  ministerial 
officers  and  the  good  people  of  this  state  are  hereby  required  and 
Commanded  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  Execution  of  this  pre- 
cept as  they  will  answer  the  same  at  their  peril.  Given  under  mj 
hand  and  seal  this  seventeenth  day  of  July,  1788. 

M*.  MORRIS. 
By  his  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esquire,  Governor  of 
[l.  s.]  the  state  of  New  York,  General  and  Commander  in  chief  of 
all  the  militia  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  same. 

The  within  Warrant  is  Issued  in  Consequence  of  an  application 
made  to  me  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  all  officers  civil  and  military  within 

*  See  page  829. 
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this  sUte  are  hereby  required  and  Cammanded  to  be  aiding  and 
aasiating  in  the  Execution  thereof. 

GMven  nnder  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Ponghkepsie,  this  Eighteenth 
Bay  of  July,  in  die  thirteenth  year  of  the  Independence  of  this 
State,  1788. 

GEO.  CLINTON. 

Gov.  Clioton  to  Ofpicees,  &c.— Wyoming,  1788. 

Poughkeepsie,  July  18, 1788. 
Gent., 

The  inclosed  warrant  ag^  the  Persons  therein  named,  charged 
irith  having  unlawfully  oarryed  off  the  person  of  Timothy  Pickering 
Esqr.,  a  oiyii  officer  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  will  point  dbt  to 
yon  your  duty  should  any  of  them  be  found  within  your  County, 
and  i  flatter  myself  you  will  not  fail  on  this  occasion  to  evince  a 
sister  state,  of  your  readiness  &  disposition  to  preserve  the  peace  and 
execute  the  Laws — I  have  only  to  add  that  should  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  pursuit  of  the  offenders  come 
within  this  state,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  afford  them  every 
necessary  aid  and  assistance.    I  am  Gent., 

your  most  obed't  servant, 

GEO.  CLINTON. 
Direetedy 

The  Officers,  Civil  &  Military,  at  Chemung,  in  Montgomery 
County. 


Gov.  Clxntout,  of  New  York,  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

Poughkeepsie,  18th  July,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  Letters  of  the 
2d  and  11th  instent*  The  latter  was  delivered  to  me  by  the  Honor- 
able Mr.  Redick,  with  whom  I  have  conferred  very  fully  on  the 
rabject  matter  of  your  Excellency's  Letters,  and  have  directed  such 
measures  to  be  token  on  the  part  of  this  state,  as  I  hope  will  prove 
satisfactory  and  efficient,  and  of  which  Mr.  Eediok  will  be  able  to 
inform  your  Excellency  more  particularly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant. 
GEO.  CLINTON.f 
IHreeUdf 
His  Excellency,  Governor  Franklin. 


*  See  p.p.  826,  886. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  497. 
15* 
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y,  p.  MufliiBNBBae  TO  Delbgatsib  iir  CoNdRBas^  1788. 

In  Goanclly  Philadelphia^  Jaly  ISth,  1788. 
Qeatlemen, 

From  the  late  distarbances  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  Coundl  are 
of  opinion  that  there  will  be  a  necessity  of  sending  troops  there. 
We  are  informed  that  some  Continental  Troops  are  to  march  from 
Connecticut  &  New  Jersey  to  the  westward  and  in  their  Rout  will 
be  at  Easton  in  this  State ;  we  request  you  will  apply  to-  Congress 
that  if  it  should  be  found  necessary  by  this  Oovernment  those  Men 
may  ha?e  orders  to  march  from  Easton  to  Luzerne,  and  remain  there 
'till  relieved  by  troops  sent  by  the  State^  or  'till  the  disturbances  in 
the  County  are  settled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect^  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 
Direciedf 
Honorable  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 


PEtmON    OF    QUAKEES,   TO    PRBS.    FRA17KLIN, — THEATRES, 

1788. 

To  the  President  and  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  religions  Body  of  the  People  called  Quakers  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  find  it  their  christian  Duty  to  represent. 

That  the  Oovernment  of  this  Country  having  heretofore  manifested 
an  uniform  concern  to  discourage  Stage  Representations,  and  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  convinced  of  the  pernicious  influence  of 
theatrical  Amusements,  which,  wherever  they  are  encouraged,  are 
found  to  be  Seminaries  of  Irreligion,  Prodigality  and  a  loose  &  idle 
course  of  living,  believed  it  necessary  to  the  public  well  being,  by 
prohibitory  Laws  enacted  in  1779  and  1786,  to  guard  against  their 
contaminating  effects;  notwithstanding  which  it  is  sorrowfully 
affecting  to  the  religiously  thoughtful  among  the  people,  who  are 
really  concerned  for  the  preservation  of  their  offspring,  the  happiness 
of  their  families,  and  the  good  of  the  community  at  large,  to 
understand  by  public  advertisements  &  other  information,  that  in 
defiance  of  said  Laws  delusive  snares  are  laid  to  draw  our  unwary 
youth  and  others  into  an  habitual  waste  of  time  and  substance  in 
the  attendance  of  those  schools  of  seduction  which  it  is  afflicting 
to  observe  are  openly  vindicated  by  Men  claiming  reputation  for 
Virtue  and  Morality,  who  represent  the  stage  as  a  nursery  of 

«  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XY.,  p.  406,  see  also  p.  d60  of  this. 
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politeness  of  manners;  and  refinement  of  sentiment,  altho'  ezperienoe 
abundantly  shews,  they  have  asnbtil  if  not  direct  tendency  to  nnder* 
mine  that  sincere  Tirtae,  that  trne  and  nnfeigned  spirit  of  Bene* 
Tolenee  whish  is  the  fruit  of  sound  christian  Principle.  Is  it  not 
notorious  that  Fornication  and  Adultery  (the  grossness  whereof 
Teiled  under  the  delusive  term  Gallantry)  are  among  the  character- 
istics of  the  devoted  pupih  of  the  stage  f  Is  not  the  Theatre  the 
Resort  of  the  licentious,  those  who  despise  or  disregard  punctuality 
and  the  faith  of  contracts  ?  Are  not  Gamblers  and  the  companions 
of  Brothels  to  be  found  there  t  from  a  communication  and  familiar- 
ly with  such  characters,  what  is  that  boasted  politeness  of  Manners 
and  refinement  of  Sentiment  the  tender  minds  of  youth  are  to  be 
impressed  with  F  Is  it  not  besides  evident  to  every  serious  and  sobet 
enquirer  that  at  these  unchristian  Entertainments  the  vindictive 
spirit  of  duelling  is  powerfully  inculcated,  deceitfully  baited  and 
disguised  under  a  false  Idea  of  Honour  and  Magnanimity?  Much 
more  might  be  urged  and  many  respectable  authorities  adduced  in 
support  of  the  propriety  and  justness  of  our  concern  on  this  occasion 
were  it  necessary  to  enlarge ;  but  we  trust  an  impartial  attention  to 
the  subject  will  sufficiently  shew  its  importance, to  Men  under  whose 
care  is  primarily  entrusted  the  execution  of  the  Laws  intended  for 
the  preservation  and  support  of  the  public  Weal ;  and  as  we  conceive 
not  only  the  happiness  of  Society  injuriously  attacked,  but  the  dignity 
of  Oovemment  also  insulted  by  the  open  contravention  of  the  Law 
in  the  exhibition  of  Stage  Plays,  under  whatever  evasive  name 
disguised,  as  well  as  by  those  other  idle  Jugglers  and  Performers  of 
Legerdemain  Tricks  who  have  of  late  published  their  pernicious 
occupation  in  this  City,  we  could  not  hold  ourselves  excused  under 
the  foregoing  considerations  from  laying  before  you  a  concern  so 
very  interesting;  believing  that  thereby  we  evidence  our  attachment 
to  a  righteous  administration  of  Oovemment  and  show  that  we  sin- 
cerely arCi 

Your  real  Friends. 
Signed  By  NICHOLAS  WALN, 

JAMES  CRES80N, 
THO.  MORRIS, 
JAM-  PEMBERTON, 
JOHN  PABRISH, 
JOHN  DRINKER, 
JOSEPH  BRtNGHURST, 
DAVID  EVANS, 
THOMAS  ROGERS, 
OWBNBIDDLE. 
On  behalf  of  the  said  People  called  Quakers,  Philadelphia^  18th. 
7th  Mo.  1788. 
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Deposition  op  Ira  Manvil— Wyoming,  1788. 

Ira  Manvil  of  Plymouth  in  the  ooantjr  of  Luzerne,  yeomui, 
charged  with  being  one  of  the  party  who  on  the  26th  of  last  month, 
in  the  night,  being  armed,  entered  the  dwelling  house  of  colonel 
Pickering  in  Wilkesbarre,  and  with  force  took  and  carried  him  away, 
&  detained  him  a  prisoner,  in  open  violation  of  the  law,  being 
brought  before  William  Hooker  Smith  &  Benjamin  Carpenter,  Esq's 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county,  and  asked  what  he  had  to 
say  to  the  charge,  answered,  that  he  was  guilty.  He  then  made  a 
relation  of  the  circumstances  under  which  he  engaged  and  continued 
in  the  party,  in  order  to  shew  that  be  was  unwillingly  drawn  into  it; 
and  that,  after  he  had  been  at  Tioga  to  inquire  into  the  foundation 
of  the  proceedings,  &  did  not  get  satisfaction,  k  bad  returned  to  the 
party,  he  us^  his  endeavouxs  with  the  party  to  get  colonel  Pickering 
set  at  liberty. 

The  above  examination  &  Confession  taken  &  made  the  19th  day 
of  July,  1788,  before  us. 

^'^     WM.  HOOKER  SMITH,  ^  Justices  of 
BEJ'N  CARPENTER.     |  the  Peace.* 


Dbposition  of  Bsnsbioi  Sattbrlub,  1788. 

County  of  Luseme,  ss.       .  July  19, 1788. 

Benedict  Satterlee  of  Plymouth  in  the  county  of  Luzerne  yeoman, 
charged  with  joining  &  being  one  of  the  party  of  armed  men,  who 
with  force  entered  the  house  of  colonel  Pickering  in  Wilkesborongh 
in  said  county,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  &  took  &  carried  him  away  and 
detained  prisoner,  was  brought  before  William  Hooker  Smith  & 
Benjamin  Carpenter  Esqrs.,  Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  County, 
and  being  asked  what  he  had  to  say  to  the  charge  aforesaid,  answered 
That  he  was  was  guilty.  He  farther  confesses  &  says  that  he  had 
not  heard  of  the  design  to  take  Colonel  Pickering,  untill  the  day 
on  which  he  was  taken.  That  Frederick  Budd  &  Ira  Manvil  on 
that  day  came  to  him  at  his  School  house,  and  told  him  that  a  bond 
had  been  sent  to  Phila.  to  bail  Colonel  Franklin  according  to  di- 
rections from  the  Chief  Justice,  that  he  was  not  bailed,  &  that  the 
bond  was  kept.  That  he  Budd  had  come  with  a  party  to  take 
Colonel  Pickering  as  a  hostage  to  redeem  Colonel  Franklin,  and 
asked  the  confessor  to  join  the  party,  which  he  declined,  but  at 
length  said  he  would  go  and  see  them,  which  he  did,  but  without 
joining  them^  and  came  and  attended  his  school  that  afternoon. 

*  Bee  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  506. 
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Tliat  he  and  Manvil  afterwards  went  down  to  the  river  to  see  the  party, 
where  he  was  strongly  urged,  for  full  three  quarters  of  an  hour  to 
join  them,  they  saying  that  they  had  a  eood  fonndation  for  their ' 
proceedings,  that  they  were  to  have  reward,  or  to  be  made  good  for 
iheir  troable,  and  when  he  still  declined,  John  Hyde  jr.,  one  of  the 
party  said  full  *two  thirds  of  the  settlement  were  with  them,  &  that 
if  he,  the  confessor^  did  not  join  them,  he  would  not  be  able  to  lire 
in  the  settlement^  and  he  oonsented  to  join  them. 
Taken  and  made  before  us, 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH,  >  Justices  of 
BENJ.  CARPENTER,      j  the  Peace. 


Copy,  Commitmbot  op  two  WYOMiNa  iNSTmauNTS,  1788. 

Loieme  County  as. — ^To  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Lucerne  and 
[ssal]  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Northampton 

in  the  State  of  PenosylYania  Greeting. 

[sial]  Whereas  complaint  has  been  made  to  us  William 
Hooker  Smith  and  Benjamin  Carpenter  Esquires  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  said  County  of  JLuzeme  against  Ira  Manvil  and  Benedict 
Statterlee  both  of  the  same  County,  Yeomen,  for  that  they  said  Ira 
and  Benedict  with  divers  other  persons  on  the  twenty  sixth  day  of 
June  last  in  the  night»  being  armed  with  guns  &  other  weapons,  and 
most  of  them  having  their  faces  disfigured,  surrounded  and  enteied 
the  dwelling  house  of  Timothy  Pickering  Esqr.,  at  Wilkesbarre  ia 
said  County  of  Luzerne  and  seized  and  bound  him  and  carried  him 
away,  and  detained  him  a  prisoner  until  the  fifteenth  Instant  in 
flagrant  violation  of  the  peace,  of  which  Crime  they  have  this  day 
bemre  us  confessed  themselves  guilty.  Therefore  in  the  name  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  we  Command  you  the  said  Sheriff 
of  Lnzeme  to  take  and  safely  convey  the  said  Ira  and  Benedict  to 
the  Common  Goal  of  the  said  County  of  Northampton  and  there  de- 
liver them  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  County  of  Northampton,  and 
you  the  siud  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Northampton  are  in  like 
manner  oommanded  to  receive  and  keep  in  close  custody  the  bodies 
of  (he  said  Ira  Manvil  and  Benedict  Satterlee  untill  they  shall  be 
delivered  by  due  course  of  Law.  Given  under  our  hands  and  seals 
the  nineteenth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ono  thousand 
seven  hundred  &  eighty  eight. 

(Signed,)  WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 
hdoned  iherwn^  <  BEN JN.  CARPENTER. 

Commitment  pursuant  to  an  act  of  General  Assembly  passed  the 
29th  day  of  September  1787.        (Signed,)    T.  PICKERING, 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  ci  Luzerne. 

Copy,  July  26th,  1788.  BOB.  TRAILL. 


Digitized  by 


Cjoogle 


346  PENNSTLYANZA  ABCDIVES  178& 

Timothy  PxoKSRiNa  to  P&bs.  Fbankun,  1788. 

Wilkeebarre,  July  19, 1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  and  the  honourable  Council 
that  I  am  restored  to  my  liberty.  The  band  of  ruffians  who  took 
me,  finding  themselves  uusupported,  even  by  the  men  who  advised 
and  directed  them  in  the  afiair,  came  to  me  last  Monday  with  pro- 
posals to  set  me  at  liberty,  saying  they  had  been  advisd  by  their 
friends  &  one  of  the  magistrates  whom  they  had  seen,  to  make  their 
peace  with  me,  &  petition  Council  for  a  pardon.  With  respect  to 
myself  I  told  them,  that  the  injury  was  very  great  &  that  I  was  en- 
titled to  heavy  damages,  that  nevertheless  1  would  forgive  the  perso- 
nal injury  on  the  single  condition  of  their  strict  obedience  to  the 
laws  in  future.  This  they  said  they  were  willing  to  oomply  with, 
and  become  engaged,  the  whole  for  each  one  of  the  party ;  and  on 
&ilure  by  any  one  the  whole  to  be  still  liable  to  my  action.  They 
then  pressed  me  to  intercede  with  Council  for  the  pardon  they 
should  petition  for,  but  I  refused.  However,  as  they  continued  their 
importunities,  I  at  length  told  them,  that  on  one  condition  I  would 
intercede  for  them,  this  was,  that  they  should  give  me  the  names  of 
all  their  head  men  (as  they  called  them)  and  advisers.  They  took 
time  to  consider  of  it,  'till  the  next  day,  when  they  finally  declined 
it.  They  then  begged  me  to  forward  their  petition  to  Council,  as 
they  should  not  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  it  This  I  told  them 
I  would  do,  and  I  now  inclose  it.  The  last  name  of  the  petitionen 
I  have  dashed  out;  the  young  man  having  joined  the  party  but  a 
fbw  days  before  I  was  released,  and  for  the  sole  purpose  of  discover- 
ing their  lurking  places,  that  he  might  conduct  a  party  to  relievo 
me.  This  young  man  has  since  collected  three  or  four  of  his  acquaint- 
ances, and  with  them  lain  in  wait  for  two  of  the  party,  whose  intended 
movements  he  was  informed  of  while  with  them,  and  just  before  day 
yesterday  morning,  took  both  of  them,  and  last  night  these  two  were 
sent  off  to  be  lodged  in  Easton  'goal.  The  party  were  also  very 
urgent  with  me  to  intercede  for  Franklin's  being  admitted  to  bail  as 
soon  as  possible,  but  this  I  utterly  refused  to  do.  They  expressed 
their  fesrs  that  if  not  soon  released  be  would  die  in  goal,  and  wished 
me  to  believe,  that  it  was  not  for  the  sake  of  getting  him  into  the 
county  again  that  they  were  so  anxious  for  his  enlargement;  for  if 
bailed  on  condition  of  his  residing  with  bis  father  in  Connecticut 
they  should  be  perfectly  satisfed.  They  added  That  Major  Jenkins 
had  said  that  if  Franklin  had  been  released  on  the  bail  sent  to  Phila- 
delphia, it  was  his  intention  that  he  should  remain  here  not  more 
than  a  month,  just  to  settle  his  affidrs  &  get  new  deaths, 
when  he  would  leave  it.  Alt  ho'  no  reliance  is  generalle  to  be  put  on 
what  Jenkins  says  in  such  cases,  yet  it  is  probable  he  spoke  the 
truth  in  this  instance,  for  both  he  and  several  others  of  Franklins 
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pricipal  adherents  are  closely  conneoted  with  Liyingstony  McEinstry 
&  others,  now  Hsttally  called  the  York  Lessees,  V)ho  have  a  plan  to 
execute,  as  I  have  heretofore  taken  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to 
Council.  Jenkins  and  Swift,  by  the  last  accounts,  were  both  with 
the  lessees  at  Canadesago  lake,  where^they  expect  to  hold  a  treaty 
with  the  Indians.  From  the  testimony  of  the  young  man  who  has 
turned  States  Evidence,  there  is  room  to  believe  that  Livingston  k 
McEinstry  encouraged  the  party  to  detain  me  as  a  hostage  for 
Franklin's  release.  The  reason  is'  obvious,  But  there  is  another  of 
the  party  which  took  me,  who  knows  more,  &  the  Justices  have  sent 
him  a  passport  to  come  down  &  give  his  evidence.  To  this  and  the 
other  the  Justices  have  given  the  usual  assurances  of  a  pardon  on 
condition  of  their  making  full  discoveries  of  the  whole  scene  of 
villainy.  These  two  persons,  after  I  was  released,  and  was  on  my 
way  home,  sent  me  a  message  declaring  their  readiness  to  turn 
States  evidence  if  they  could  be  pardoned.  Council,  I  trust,  will 
eventually  cause  the  expectations  of  pardon  to  these  two  witnesses  to 
be  fulfilled,  agreeable  to  the  encouragemeat  held  up  to  them  by  the 
magistrates  &  me. 

I  have  hoBOr  to  be, 

very  respectfully  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

TIMOTHY  PICEERINQ.* 
Directed, 
Hie  Excellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


CsBiiriCATB  OF  Gaolbr  rbsfectikg  Makvil  akd  Satt- 

EBLBB,   1788 

I  do  Certify  that  Thomas  Drake  has  this  day  delivered  into  the 

Ooal  of  the  County  of  Northampton  the  bodies  of  Ira  Manevil  and 

Benedict  Satterlee  committed  as  being  two  of  the  persons  concerned 

ia  apprehenning  Timothy  Pickering  Esq.,  lately  at  Wyoming. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Easton  July  21st,  1788. 

HENRY  BUSH,  Goaler. 

»  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  602,  606,  607. 
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Contempt  of  Court— Elbazbr  Oswald,  1788. 
Eespublica 


V. 

Eleazer  Oswald. 


In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State 
of  Fennnsjlvania. 


At  a  Supreme  Court  held  at  Philadelphia  for  the  State  of  Penn- 
sjlyania,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
ti^ousand,  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  by  several  adjourn- 
ments from  the  second  day  of  the  same  month.  Before  the  Honor- 
able Thomas  McKean,  Esquire,  Doctor  of  Laws,  Chief  Justice  and 
his  associates.  Justices  of  the  said  Court.  Mr.  Lewis  produced  to 
the  Court  an  affidavit  of  Andrew  Brown,  plaintiff,  in  a  certain  canse 
depending  in  the  same  Court,  wherein  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald  is 
defendant,  stating  divers  papers  and  facts,  which  papers  were  pro- 
duced and  read,  and  thereupon,  and  upon  James  Martin  and  Thomas 
Proctor,  Esquire,  being  sworn  and  examined,  he  moves  that  a  Rule 
be  granted  that  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald  shew  cause  why  an  attach- 
ment should  not  issue  against  him  for  a  contempt  of  this  court,  as 
stated  in  the  said  affidavit.  Whereupon,  Rule  that  the  said  Eleazer 
Oswald  shew  cause  on  Monday,  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  instant, 
accordingly : 

14th  day  of  July,  1788,  Eleazer  Oswald  appeared  in  open  court^ 
agreeably  to  the  rule  of  the  12th  day  of  July,  instant^  and  there- 
upon, the  said  affidavit  and  papers  were  read  to  him,  among  which 
was  a  piece  under  the  signature  of  Eleazer  Oswald,  contained  in  a 
public  Newspaper  of  the  first  day  of  July,  instant,  stiled  the  Inde- 

?endent  Oazetteer  or  the  Chronicle  of  Freedom,  Volume  7th,  No. 
96 ;  the  publication  whereof  from  the  printing  office  of  the  said 
Eleazer  Oswald  was  proved  to  the  court  on  the  oath  of  James  Mar- 
tin, whereupon,  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald  was  demanded  by  the  court 
whether  he  would  answer  gratis  to  interrogatories  to  be  exhibited  to 
him  to  exculpate  himself  from  the  contempt  charged  against  him  as 
aforesaid,  and  proved  upon  him  by  the  said  affidavits  and  papers ; 
who  thereupon  by  his  Counsel,  Mr.  Serjeant,  prayed  that  he  might 
have  time  to  consider  of  his  answer  thereto,  'till  to-morrow,  and 
that  he  might  give  bail  for  that  purpose,  which  prayer  was  accord- 
ingly granted  him ;  and  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald 
enter  into  a  recognizance  himself  in  two  hundred  pounds,  and  one 
good  surety  in  two  hundred  pounds,  or  two  good  sureties,  in  one 
hundred  pounds  each,  that  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald  personally  be 
and  appear  at  a  Supreme  Court  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  for  the 
said  State,  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o'Clock,  to  answer  in  the 
premises,  and  not  depart,  &c. 

Eleazer  Oswalds  tent  in  £200 

Blair  McClcnachan  tent  in  £200 
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Upon  coDdition  tbat  the  said  Eleaser  Oswald  penonallj  be  find 
appear  at  a  Supreme  Court  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  to-morrow 
moroiDg  at  10  o'clock  to  answer,  &e.y  and  not  depart,  &o. 

10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  16  July,  1788,  personallj  appeared  Eleaxer 
Oswald  in  open  Court,  and  thereupon,  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald  was 
demanded  whether  he  would  voluntarily  answer  to  interrogatories  to 
be  exhibited  to  him  to  exculpate  himself  from  the  charge  of  a  con- 
tempt proved  against  him  as  aforesaid,  or  enter  into  a  Eecognisanoe 
for  that  purpose,  who  refused  the  same  declaring  that  he  would  not 
answer  interrogatories :  whereupon  it  is  considered  by  the  Court 
here,  that  the  said  Elleaser  Oswald  for  the  contempt  aforesaid  be 
committed  to  the  Common  Goal  of  Philadelphia  County  for  the 
space  of  one  month,  pay  a  fine  of  Ten  pounds  to  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  discharge  the  costs  of  prosecution,  and  in  the 
mean  time  remain  in  the  Sheriff's  Custody. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  transcript  of  the  Kecord  of  the 
Supreme  Court;  Witness  my  hand  the  2l8t  day  of  July,  1788. 

EDW.  BURD, 
Prot.  Sup.  Court 


Andrew  Brown, 

V. 

EUSAZSR  Obwau). 


In  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  July  term,  1788. 


Andrew  Brown,  the  plaintiff  in  this  cause  maketh  oath  that  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  June  last,  he  sued  out  of  this  Honorable 
Court,  a  Capias  ad  respondendum  against  the  above  named  Eleaser 
Oswald,  for  making  and  publishing  against  this  Deponent  a  libel 
under  the  signature  of  **  faot  or  Blunt,"  published  in  the  Independ«» 
ent  Gazetteer  of  the  27th  of  December,  Anno  Domini,  1786,  and  a 
certain  other  Libel,  under  the  signature  of  '*  Peep,"  published  in  the 
same  Gazetteer  of  the  26th  of  January  last,  and  a  certain  othec 
Libel  under  the  Signature  of  <<  A  Foe  to  scribbling  Dunces,  and 
pseudo  Patriots,"  published  in  the  same  paper,  on  the  31st  January 
last)  and  a  certain  other  Libel  under  the  signature  of  <^  No  Tifiany," 
published  in  the  same  paper  on  the  14th  of  March  last ;  and  a  cer- 
tain other  libel  under  the  signature  of  Obediah  Forceps,  published 
in  the  same  paper  on  the  22nd  of  March  last;  and  on  the  same 
fourteenth  day  of  Jane  last,  delivered  the  said  Capias  to  Stephen 
Page,  a  Sheriff's  Officer,  with  a  request  to  serve  the  same  as  soon  as 
possible.  That  the  said  defendant  having  some  time  after  been 
arrested,  served  a  notice  on  this  Deponent  to  appear  before  the 
Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  to  shew  cause  of  bail  in  the  said 

»  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XT.,  pp.  495,  601,  603,  604,  606,  606. 
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ftotioD ;  that  this  De{>oiieiit  appeared  aooordinglj,  and  by  his  Coansel 
■hewed  and  read  all  the  said  publioations  in  the  presence  and  hear- 
ing of  the  said  Oswald  as  cause  of  bail  in  the  said  action,  and  that 
on  the  next  day  the  publication  under  the  signature  of  Eleazer 
Oswald  addressed  to  the  public  in  the  said  Gazetteer,  appeared  in  the 
said  Gazetteer,  and  this  Deponent  "^loth  further  say,  that  the  said 
Eleazer  Oswald  is  the  printer  and  publisher  of  the  said  paper,  en- 
titled the  Independent  Gazetteer^  in  which  the  said  publications 
appeared.* 

AND'W  BROWN. 
Sworn  the  12th  July,  1788, 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  in  open 
Conrt^  Edwakd  Burd,  Froth. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Deposition  of 
Andrew  Brown  alluded  to  in  the  Record  hereto  annexed,  witness 
my  hand  the  2l8t  day  of  July,  1788. 

ED*W  BURD, 
Prot.  Sup.  Court. 


V.  P.   MUHLBNBBRa  TO  DbLBQATBS  IN  COUNCIL — ^WYOMING, 

1788. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia^  July  22nd,  1788. 
Gentlemen : 

By  the  direction  of  Council,  I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  you,  that 
it  is  the  wbh  of  the  Board,  you  would  be  pleas'd  to  make  direct 
application  to  the  Honble  the  Conmss  requesting  them  to  permit 
the  Continental  Troops,  now  preparing  to  march  to  the  westward,  to 
be  employed  for  a  limited  time  against  the  Wyoming  insurgents, 
orders  will  Issue  imediately  to  supply  the  Troops  with  provisions  &c. 
at  Easton  until  the  pleasure  of  Congress  is  known,  &  if  the  applica- 
tion should  moot  the  approbation  of  Congress  proper  steps  will  be 
taken  to  supply  the  Troops  with  all  necessaries  during  the  march 
from  thence  while  employ'd.  The  Board  wish  for  the  earliest  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  success  of  the  application,  that  they  may 
proceed  to  the  appointment  of  an  officer  to  command  in  chief. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect.  Gentlemen^ 
Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 
Directed^ 

Honorable  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress  at  New 
York. 

»  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  496,  see  also  p.  842,  a62  of  this. 
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V.  P.  MuHLBRBERe  TO  Lt.  Zebulon  Butler,  1788. 

Id  Council,  Philadelphia,  Jalj  23th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Coancil  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  yonr 
favor  by  Mr.  Wigton*  and  at  the  same  time  to  ezpresa  to  you,  their 
entire  approbation  of  the  Conduct  of  the  officers  of  government  in 
Luseme  relative  to  the  Rioters.  Council  are  so  well  asaur'd  that 
every  thing  possible  will  be  done  by  you,  that  they  have  hitherto 
postponed  the  raising,  &  marching  troops  to  your  assistance,  until 
circumstances  shall  otherwise  direct.  You  will  be  pleased  to  assure  the 
officers  of  Government  &  the  well  affected  Inhabitants,  that  if  it  is 
necessaiy  they  will  on  application  be  immediately  supported  by  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  troops,  and  in  all  probability  a  body  of  Continental 
Troops  will  be  directed  to  assist  in  expelling  the  Rioters  out  of  the 
Boundaries  of  this  State;  to  effect  this  completely,  proper  measures 
have  been  concerted  with  the  States  of  New  York  &  Jersey. 

Council  further  request  you  would  be  pleas'd  to  give  them  the 
earliest  intelligence,  if  circumstances  should  take  an  unfavorable  turn. 
That  they  may  immediately  take  the  necessary  measures,  as  they  are 
fully  determined  to  enforce  the  Laws  &  to  restore  order  &  good 
government  in  Luzerne. 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P. 


V.  P.  MUHLBKBERG    TO    C.  J.   MgEeAN,   1788. 

Secretary's  office,  Philadelphia,  July  24th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  inclosed  a  copy  of  a 
Resolution  of  Council  dated  yesterday  upon  the  petitions  of  Abraham 
Doan  and  Levi  Doan  who  are  now  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  City, 
under  sentence  of  death  upon  an  Outlawry — and  at  the  same  time 
by  direction  of  Council  am  to  inform  you  that  a  certain  Jacob  Dryer 
who,  in  the  year  1787,  was  convicted  of  a  Burglary  and  was  pardoned 
by  Council,  is  now  recommitted  to  the  Jail  of  this  City  charged  with 
another  Capital  offence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  with  great  Respect, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

JAMES  TRIMBLE,t 
for  Charles  Biddle,  Sec'y. 
Direetedf 
Honorable  Thomas  McEean,  Esq'r,  Chief  Justice  of  Penn'a. 

«  July  9,  see  page  880,  and  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  498. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.4  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  497,  600. 
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Resolution  oh  CoirQEBS^— WTOMiira,  1788. 

Julj  25th,  1788. 
By  tbe  UDited  States  in  CongreBS  Assembled, 

ReBolved,  That  the  Secretary  at  War  direct  the  detachment  of 
Troops  marching  to  the  westward  to  rendezvous  at  Easton  in  Pensyi- 
vania,  and  from  thence  march  into  the  County  of  Luzerne  for  quelling 
the  disturbances  in  that  County ;  provided  the  Executive  Council  of 
Pensylvania  shall  find  the  assistance  of  those  troops  necessary; 
provided  also  that  the  said  Troops  shall  not  be  delayed  in  their  march 
to  the  Ohio,  more  than  two  weeks. 

CHA.  THOMSON,*  Sec'y. 


Delegates  in  Congress  to  Prbs.  Pranklin,  1788. 

New  York,  28th  July,  1788. 
Sir, 

We  had  the  honor  to  offer  for  the  consideration  of  Congress  two 
applications  from  the  honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania  for  a  detachment  of  the  troops  of  the  Union,  one  dated 
the  18th,  and  the  other  the  22nd  Instant,  we  took  the  earliest 
opportunity  in  our  power  to  effect  a  speedy  determination,  the  result 
of  which  we  herewith  transmit ; 
And  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  every  great  regard, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obed't  &  humble  Servants, 
WM.  IRVINE, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr., 
WM.  BINGHAM, 
JAMBS  R.  REID.f 

P.  S. — We  will  move  for,  and  hope  to  obtain  the  troops  as  long 
as  the  State  may  require  them. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  602. 
t  Ibid  aDd  842,  850  of  tliis. 
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Sbcbbtary  op  Conorbsb  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

July  28th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
eloaed,  an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  which 
was  passed  in  consequence  of  a  motion  made  by  the  Delegates  of 
Pennsylvania,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council. 

With  the  gfeatesl  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 

Excellency's  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 

Directed, 
His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Timothy  Pickering  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  28, 1788. 
Sir, 

In  my  last  I  mentioned  the  petition  of  the  ruffians  who  latdy 
made  me  their  prisoner,  and  that  I  inelosed  it  to  Council;  but  forgot 
to  do  it,  being  hurried  by  the  bearer  of  that  letter  when  I  sealed  it, 
k  the  others  transmitted  with  it.  I  beg  leave  now  to  enclose  that 
Petition,  It  may  be  worth  preserving  ai  evidence  againU  thepeti- 
turners,  if  it  answers  no  other  purpose. 

By  Mr.  Hodgdon  I  received  several  advertisements  in  which 
Conncil  offer  rewards  for  apprehending  the  villains  concerned  in  that 
act  of  violenoe.  I  sent  immediately  for  two  active  young  men  in 
whom  I  could  confide,  I  engaged  them  to  make  up  a  party  to  go  in 
quest  of  the  offenders;  and  I  have  reason  to  think  they  might  have 
succeeded,  oonld  the  enterprize  have  been  kept  a  secret:  but  the 
villains  have  too  many  abettors  among  those  who  are  or  pretend  to 
be  friends  to  law  and  regular  government ;  and  unfortunately  also, 
the  offer  of  the  rewards  was  annonnoed  in  the  News  Papers  printed 
as  early  as  the  14th  instant;  &  Mr.  Hodgdon  did  not  arrive  till  the 
20th :  and  thus  an  expedition,  the  success  of  which  depended  on 
icoresy,  in  the  first  attempt  has  failed.    The  majority  of  the  party. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


354         «  PSNNSTLVANIA  ABGHIVES  1788. 

however,  yefe  persevere,  and  mean  to  parsne  the  offenders  as  long 
as  any  chanoe  of  apprehending  them  remains.  I  have  pretty  eeitain 
intelligenoe  that  foor  of  them  have  fled  by  the  npper  road  thro'  the 
Great-Swamp;  and  these  will  doubtless  take  refuge  in  the  States  of 
New  Fork  &  Connecticut.  Their  names  I  have  heard,  vis.  Daniel 
Earl,  Solomon  Earl,  Daniel  Taylor  &  Zebulon  Gady.  This  Daniel 
Earl  is  the  man  who  first  offered  to  turn  States  evidence ;  and  as  he 
was  probably  possessed  of  more  information  than  any  other  of  the 
party,  the  Jastices  sent  up  a  passport  for  him  to  come  down ;  but 
his  brother  Benjamin  having  been  taken^  he  fled  before  the  passport 
eould  reach  his  usual  residence. 

The  County  Lieutenant  has  shown  me  a  letter  from  Council, 
which  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Hodgdon.  I  read  it  with  pain :  be- 
cause it  indicated  a  continuanee  of  that  extreme  forbearance  &  in- 
decision of  Government  which  have  been  the  bane  of  every  public 
measure  to  introduce  the  regular  &  full  operation  of  law  into  this 
county.  I  hope  Council  will  pardon  this  freedom  of  expression. 
My  exertions  to  establish  the  authority  of  the  State  in  this  settle- 
ment have  been  constant  and  open  :  they  have  consequently  exposed 
me  to  the  resentments  of  an  ungrateful  people :  But  expecting  adae 
support  from  Government,  I  have  persevered.  Even  my  late  ignomi- 
nious imprisonment  did  not  discourage  me.  Distressing  as  it  was  to 
me  and  my  family,  I  did  not  repine :  For  I  consoled  myself  with  the 
idea,  that  much  public  good  would  result  from  the  evil :  I  persuaded 
myself  that  Government  would  now  take  decisive  measures  to  pro- 
duce a  due  submission  to  the  laws.  One  I  conceived  should  be  to 
send  and  station  in  this  county  a  permanent  military  force^  under 
a  brave,  sensihlrand  prudent  officer.  Nothing  else  will  prevent  or 
crush  the  plots  and  conspiracies,  or  restrain  the  open  violence  of  a 
turbulent  &  unreasonably  jealous  people.  Even  among  the  old 
settlers,  there  appear  to  be  few  who  do  not  anxiously  wish  for  Frank- 
lin's liberation.  This  violent  attachment  I  have  often  wondered  at. 
It  cannot  be  merely  the  effect  of  friendship,  affection  &  gratitade. 
The  consideration  of  interest  will  alone  solve  the  problem.  The  half- 
share-men  have  derived  their  imaginary  property  thro'  Franklio; 
and  by  him  only,  released  from  prison,  and  placed  at  their  head,  they 
expect  to  maintain  it.  But  besides  these,  who  are  called  half-share- 
men  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  phrase,  there  is  a  multitude  of  the 
old  settlers  to  ^hom  Franklin  had  the  policy  to  grant  half-share- 
rights,  to  interest  them  in  the  support  of  his  plan  of  opposition  to 
Pennsylvania.  But  independently  of  the  influence  of  these  grants  of 
half-share-rights,  the  old  settlers,  habitualiy  jealous  of  the  (Govern- 
ment and  doubting  whether  their  old  rights  of  possession  will  ever  be 
oonfirmed,  ardently  wish  for  Franklins  enlargement;  beoause,  with 
him  at  their  head,  they  may  hope  yet  to  maintain^  by  craft  and 
violence,  what  cannot  otherwise  be  secured.  However,  whether  I  have 
hit  on  the  real  cause  of  the  people's  attachment  to  Franklin^  or  not^ 
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— thai  it  is  sfiroDg  to  an  utoniBhing  degree,  and  almost  as  general 
as  it  18  strong,  are  serioas  truths. 

The  other  measure  is  the  confirmation  of  the  old  ietilen  in  their 
rights  &  possessions  regularly  acquired  before  the  decree  of  Trenton, 
aooording  to  the  tenour  of  the  confirming  law,  now  suspended ;  or  in 
some  other  way  at  last  equally  comprehensive.  This  confirming  law, 
whether  reviyed  or  not,  added  to  their  other  grounds  of  claim,  it  is 
supposed  will  effectually  operate,  in  a  federal  court,  to  assure  to  this 
people  all  the  lands  therein  expressed  to  be  given  or  confirmed.  And 
there  can  he  no  question,  which  will  be  most  for  the  honour  of  the 
state,  voluntarily  to  establish  its  own  grants,  or  to  let  them  be 
established  by  a  federal  court. — That  their  old  possesnam  should  be 
confirmed,  seems  to  be  the  general  voice  of  all  disinterested  persons 
who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  subject.  The  very  commissioners 
who  pronounced  the  decree  in  favour  of  Pennsylvania,  at  the  same 
time  strongly  recommended  this  confirmation-  And  such  confirma- 
tion alone,  at  that  time,  it  is  morally  certain,  would  have  given  satis- 
faction— ^that  not  a  man  would  have  lifted  his  voice,  much  less  his 
arm,  agunst  Oovemment — ^tbat  peace  would  have  been  restored,  and 
the  laws  introduced— and,  With  these  blessings,  some  thousands  of 
orderly  settlers,  who  now  would  have  been  good  citizens,  enriching 
the  state  with  the  surplus  of  their  produce,  and  by  the  payment  of 
eonsiderahle  taxes,  contribiiting  to  the  support  of  Government.  But 
the  opportunity  of  adopting  this  measure,  so  obviously  prudent  and 
expedient,  having  been  lost;  and  such  various  proceedings  and  events 
as  are  within  the  knowledge  of  Council,  having  since  taken  place, — 
something  more  seems  necessary  now,  to  secure  the  quiet  of  the 
eonnty ;  and  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  nothing  short  of  the 
measures  above  mentioned  will  produce  that  salutary  effect. 

I  have  dared.  Sir,  thus  freely  to  express  my  sentiments,  from  a 
eonsideration  of  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  State,  &  a  feeling  sense  of  the 
daty  I  owe  to  myself  and  family. — My  coming  hither  was  not  origi- 
nally an  affair  of  my  own  seeking :  It  was  •proposed  to  me — it  was 
vr^ed  upon  me— -on  the  ground  of  probability  that  I  might  be  the 
instrument  of  giving  peace  and  satisfaction  to  this  settlement,  &  save 
the  State  from  a  great  ezpence  of  blood  &  money  in  a  civil  war. 
On  this  ground  I  applied  for  the  offices  Oovemment  have  been  pleased 
to  confer  upon  me :  expecting,  it  is  true,  that  those  offices,  joined  to 
the  convenience  of  managing  to  more  advantage  the  lands  I  had 
taken  up  under  the  State,  within  or  adjoining  the  county,  would 
ultimate^  compensate  for  the  difficulties  I  should  have  to  encounter 
hi  effeeting  so  desirable  an  issue  of  this  inveterate  dispute.  I  have 
now  too  much  reason  to  repent  the  confidence  with  which  I  engaged 
in  this  undertaking.  What  have  heen  the  repeated  distresses  of  roy- 
aelf  and  family,  and  what  losses  I  must  have  sustained,  Govern- 
ment ean  easily  imagine.  Whether  these  distreses  shall  be  renewed, 
and  whether  I  shall  finally  be  ruined,  God  knows :  The  measures 
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which  GoTernment  shall  now  adopt,  will  probably  determine  mj  fate 
— and  the  fate  of  the  county. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

very  respectful  ly,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  servant 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING.* 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Zebulon  Butler  to  V.  P.  Muhlenberg,  1788, 

Wilkesbarre,  July  29th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  by  Mr.  Wigtont  was  handed  me  in  five  days  after 
its  date — am  very  happy  to  find  by  it  that  Council  are  satiffied  with 
those  in  office  in  using  their  endeavours  to  quell  the  tumult  lately 
made  in  our  County  by  those  who  made  Colo.  Pickering  a  Prisoner. 
Every  possible  exertion  has  been  made  that  could  be,  to  retake  Coll. 
.Pickering  and  restore  again  peace  and  regularity  among  us — and  our 
efforts  have  been  so  far  successful  as  to  oblige  the  Rioters  to  release 
their  Prisoner  and  meditate  their  escape  from  our  County.  Since 
the  letter  by  the  express  to  Council  was  carried,  the  SherifiTs  Posse 
who  at  that  time  marched  up  the  River,  returned  without  doing 
much. — The  situation  of  those  places  to  which  the  Rioters  usually 
resorted,  was  so  very  peculiar  that  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
meet  them  with  any  kind  of  advantage,  if  to  meet  with  them  at  all. 
Finding  this  to  be  the  case  a  number  of  Volunteers  soon  after  the 
rettrn  of  the  Posse  stole  a  march  upon  the  Rioters  and  made  of 
them  Prisoners  to  the  number  of  three,  but  then  I  ought  to  remark 
the  night  before  their  capture  Colo.  Pickering  was  released  and  sent 
down  the  River  to  his  family.  Since  which  time  another  Party 
have  been  up,  and  some  of  whom  have  this  day  returned  with 
Joseph  Dudley,  one  of  the  Rioters,  dangerously  wounded.  He  was 
taken  yesterday,  at  a  Creek  called  Yosocks — in  company  with  him, 
were  eight  more  who  unfortunately  made  their  escape.  A  very  few 
shots,  if  any  were  exchanged  in  the  attack — By  their  route  and  what 
information  we  can  get,  they  were  on  their  march  from  this*  State  to 
the  Lakes.  Their  situation  is  very  precarious.  The  People  at 
Tioga  point  aremostly  under  arms,  and  are  now  in  pursuit  of  the 
remainder  of  the  Rioters,  and  in  all  probability  have  before  this 
either  drove  them  from  the  County  or  made  them  Prisoners.  A  full 

*  Bee  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  606. 
f  See  page  851. 
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detennination  seems  to  be  in  every  one's  mind^  to  crush  and  disperse 
all  those  who  have  been  active  in  the  riot.  It  gives  me  singalar 
satisfaction  to  find  that  an  attachment  to  government  very  univer- 
sally prevails  among  the  People.  Any  force  necessary  to  the  free 
circulation  of  Law  or  to  quell  simular  disturbances  to  the  one  lately 
taken  place,  we  can  raise  at  any  hour. 

Council  encourages  if  any  assistance  should  be  necessary,  that  it 
shall  be  granted  us.  We  return  them  our  most  hearty  thanks  for 
their  assurances,  but  have  every  reason  to  conclude  that  the 
People  of  the  County  (by  a  very  great  majority,)  are  so  strongly 
attached  to  government  as  to  be  able  and  willing  to  baffle  and  defeat 
all  the  machinations  of  the  few^  who  are  disaffected  without  any 
assistance  from  the  State. 

Never  before  this,  could  I  determine  with  much  precision  what 
defence,  for  the  support  of  Law  would  be  made  by  the  People  of 
the  County,  if  necessary.  But  I  now  may  with  propriety  I  believe 
assert,  the. advocates  for  government  are  so  numerous,  that  we  never 
shall  again  be  disturbed  with  such  tumults  and  dissentions  aa  we 
have  been  in  times  past. 

By  the  concession  of  all  those  whom  we  have  now  in  custody, 
they  have  been  most  grossly  deluded  by  a  very  few  designing  Char- 
acters, in  whom  by  woful  experience  they  find  no  kind  of  confidence 
ought  to  be  placed.  Indeed,  not  only  they,  but  others,  on  whom 
we  have  ever  looked  with  a  jealous  eye  are  now  of  .the  same  opinion. 
Very  generally  the  People  seem  now  bent  on  peace,  and  will  if 
necessary,  to  obtain  it  hazard  their  lives  with  much  readiness  and 
freedom,  and  the  late  rupture  instead  of  diminishing,  has  encrcased 
the  friends  of  government.  With  this  opinion  I  set  myself  down 
promising  to  we  Inhabitants  as  well  as  to  myself  order  and  regu- 
larity for  the  future. 

I  am  with  £isteem, 

your  most  obedient  & 

very  humble  servant, 

ZEBN.  BUTLER. 

N.  B. — ^By  Capt.  Schotts  I  am  informed  that  in  consequence  of 
representations  respecting  his  conduct  in  the  expedition  up  the  River 
his  character  suffers  much  in  the  view  of  Council.  I  have  only  to 
inform  that  he  was  censured  hiere,  and  on  his  own  request,  I  sum- 
moned from  the  Battalion  a  number  of  Company  officers  who  com- 
posed a  regular  Court  of  inquiry,  and  after  hearing  the  Complaint 
and  the  defence  of  Capt.  Schotts,  the  Court  acquited  him  with 
honour. 

yours  as  above, 

Z.B* 
DirecUdj 

To  the  Honourable  Peter  Muhlenberg,  V.  President,  Philadelphia. 

*  ISee  Col.  Eec.,  YoL  XV.,  p.  605. 
VoL.*XI— 16 
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EviDBfiTcs  ov  Joel  WHrrcoMBy  ftc,  1788. 

Thft  eTidenoe  of  Jod  Whticoml. 

The  8*  Joel  testifja  that  one  Aaron  Ealboorn  told  him  to  tell 
Mr.  Eeeney  fthe  Prisoner^)  that  he  moat  eome  down  to  Capt, 
Dadle/a,  for  the  Troops  were  ooming  np,  and  if  the  Troops  should 
not  be  at  Mishoping  to  go  down  as  far  as  Tankbannak.  This  same 
information,  by  special  direotion  he  gave  to  Garret  Smith,  who  re- 
plied that  he  hart  his  arm  and  eonld  not  very  well  ga  The  said 
Witoomb  farther  testifies,  that  in  the  afternoon  (on  me  same  day,) 
he  was  at  Dadle/s  Hill  and  saw  a  Namber  of  the  Rioters  there, 
among  whom  were  Daniel  Solomon  &  Beigamin  Earle^  Gideon  & 
Joseph  Dndlcy,  Dayid  Woodward  and  some  others  whom  he  knew 
not.  In  general  they  obsenred  that  they  most  have  se*  Keeney  ft 
said  Smith  along  with  them.  He  farther  says  that  a  bag  of  flower 
was  taken  ont  of  a  Ganoe  and  carried  to  Mr.  Kilboom  (the  Prisoner's 
honse,)  to  be  baked  for  the  Rioters.  He  farther  heard  them  say 
after  the  Troops  had  come  np  the  River  that  they  had  fired  on  them 
and  wonld  again  when  opportanity  offer'd. 

JIfr.  Keeney^  the  Prisoner. 

Says  that  he  has  been  seen  nnder  arms  he  snpppses  siaee  the 
takioff  of  Colo.  Pickeriog,  bat  his  Reasons  for  it  were  these. 
Wanting  some  tobacco  and  Cabbage  Plants  and  hearing  of  none 
nearer  than  Mr.  Parke's  he  took  his  Canoe  and  arms  went  after  the 
plants  with  an  intention,  (after  getting  them,)  to  hunt  np  Mahoop- 
poocr  Creek.  He  saw  the  Rioters  and  says  that  those  mentioned 
Dy  the  above  witness  were  among  them.  He  wholly  denies  of  ever 
joining  them  or  in  the  least  ooantenanoinff  their  imprudent  plan. 
Oapt.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Kilbum,  meaning  the  Prisoners  did  coonte- 
nance  the  proceedings. 

Elijah  Reynolds,  Prisoner. 

Says  that  he  saw  some  grain  in  bags  carried  to  the  Rioters  from 
Mr.  Tylers  house  by  one  of  Mr.  Kilboum's  boys^  but  denies  of  ever 
having  aided,  or. in  the  least  assisted  the  Rioters.  He  knew  nothing 
of  the  plan  of  taking  Colo.  P.,  untill  informed  by  Tyler's  family. 
The  Rioters  informed  of  nothing  what  their  designs  were,  bat  he 
imagined,  altho'  they  said,  when  they  began  their  march  that  they 
were  going  a  hunting,  their  designs  were  to  take  Colo.  P. 
Joseph  Earl  J  Prisoner. 

^  Says  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  plan  of  taking  Colo.  P.,  until  it 
was  accomplished;  at  the  time  his  Sons  and  others  went  down  the 
River  he  was  returning  from  Wilksbarre  home.  On  his  arrival  he 
found  his  wife  in  tears,  and  upon  requesting  the  Cause  she  said  the 

Boys  were  gone  to  take  Col.  P .    In  a  little  time  afterwards, 

they  returned  to  his  house  ft  Colo.  P.  a  Prisoner  with  them.  They 
11  tarried  a  while  at  his  house;  and  towards  evening  Colo.  P.  was 
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taken  across  tbe  River.    His  three  Sons^  two  Dudleys  and  Bjd 

carried  him  over. 

Ephraim  Ti/ler,  Prisoner,  issuing  Commissarj. 

Says  that  the  Kioters  had  of  him  eighteen  ponnds  of  Pork,  but 
denies  that  he  ever  was  privy  to  the  plan  of  taking  Colo.  P. 
Martin  Dudley^  Prisoner. 

Says  that  he  was  intirely  ignorant  of  the  design  and  plan  of  taking 

Colo.  P until  after  it  was  accomplished.     He  has  uniformly 

advised  his  Sons  since  and  others  conoern'd,  to  release  Colo.  P.  and 
snbmit  themselves  to  law. 
JoBeph  KHhoum^  Prisoner. 

Says  that  he  knew  nothing  of  (he  plan  of  taking  Colo.  P , 

hut  advised  hb  son  not  to  be  one  of  the  Party,  (Mark  the  contra* 
diction.)  He  says  that  John  Hyde  was  at  his  house  last  Sunday, 
going  a0  he  supposed  to  the  Point,  upon  business.  He  confesses 
that  his  family  baked  bread,  which  he  supposed  went  to  the  use  of 
the  Rioters.  On  the  whde  he  confessed  himsrlf  to  have  been  under 
a  false  delusion  and  privy  to  all  that  has  taken  place.  Informed 
wus  he  (as  he  confesses,)  that  a  step  of  the  kind  would  meet  the 
i^probation  of  the  County  at  large,  but  finds  now  that  he  has  been 
deceived,  and  he  believes  other  Persons  concerned  are  not  less  sen- 
able  of  it. 


Col.  Tuioiht  PiOKEBiNe  to  Pass.  Franklin,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  29th,  1788. 
Sir, 

This  morning  was  brought  hither.  Joseph  Dudley,  one  of  the 
persons  who  took  me  off,  &  for  apprehending  whom  Council  have 
offered  %  reward.  He  is  badly  wounded,  it  is  apprehended  mortftlly.  .^ 
The  party  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  worn  out  with 
continual  watching  &  &tigue,  had  dropped  their  pursuit,  save  one^ 
whose  n«me  is  John  Tuttle.  He  went  farther  up  the  liver  k 
informed  a  captain  Roeewell  Franklin  that  a  number  of  the  offenders 
were  iiNd[ing  their  escape  up  the  river.  Capt.  Franklin  immediately 
coUeoted  a  party  of  about  fourteen,  and  on  further  information  from 
one  or  two  other  persons,  well  attached  to  Government,  that  the 
offenders  were  at  a  certain  time  at  Standing  Stone,  on  their  way  up 
the  river,  he  conoluded  to  lie  in  wait  for  theni  at  Wysock's  creek. 
The  offenders  advanced  according  to  the  information.  But  it  wai 
expected,  as  the  creek  was  much  swoln  with  rains,  that  they  would 
have  called  to  the  house  on  the  other  side  for  a  canoe )  when  it  was 
intended  tbat  one  of  copt.  Franklin's  party  should  go  over  for  them, 
but  on  his  return,  ovenet  the  canoe;  and  by  thus  wetting  all  theit 
arms  &  amunition^  render  the  capture  of  tbem  easy,  without  haiard 
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of  BbediliDg  blood,  on  either  side.  But  three  of  the  offenderH,  Joseph 
Dadley,  Nathan  Abbot  &  Benjamin  Abbot,  came  first  to  the  creek, 
and  forded  it.  Oapt.  Franklin  ordered  them  to  surrender:  when 
Dadlej  called  out  DorCtJire — yet  immediatelj  raised  his  rifle  to  his 
face,  on  which  several  of  Capt.  Franklin's  men  fired,  and  woanded 
Dudley  and  one  of  the  Abbots.  But  they  all  attempted  to  make 
their  escape — Dudley  ran  four  hundred  yards  k  dropped,  &  while 
Tuttle  &  another  pursued  him,  the  Abbots  did  escape.  The  rest  of 
the  offenders  took  to  the  woods,  doubtless  with  an  intention  to  cross 
the  creek  two  or  three  miles  above  its  mouth.  Capt.  Franklin . 
however,  rode  forward,  intending  to  go  as  far  up  as  Sheshequenunk, 
(within  four  miles  of  Tioga,)  or  higher,  to  prepare  the  people  to 
watch  for  the  coming  of  the  offenders  &  to  seize  them. 

This  day  a  woman  whose  son  lives  with  John  Jenkins,  informed 
me  that  he  ha^  sent  down  to  his  wife  to  prepare  to  move  with  her 
family  immediately  to  the  Lakes.  By  the  last  accounts  it  appeared 
that  Jenkins  was  engaged  to  survey  lands  in  that  country  for  the 
Tork  Lessees.  The  enclosed  memorandum  shows  the  present  situa- 
^  tion  of  the  party  who  took  and  kept  me  prisoner,  according  to  the 
latest  information  I  have  received.  Concerning  some  of  these,  the 
Justices,  as  well  as  myself,  wish  to  receive  some  direction  firom 
Council  &  the  Chief-Justice  or  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

I  believe  that  in  my  former  letter  of  the  19th  or  20th  instant,  (I 
took  no  copy  of  it,)  I  informed  Councirthat  Daniel  Earl*  was  the  first 
of  the  party  who  offered  to  turn  State's  Evidence,  and  discover  all 
concerned;  and  that  he&  his  brother  Benjamin  the  next  day  sent  me 
a  message  that  they  both  would  turn  State's  evidence,  if  they  could  be 
pardoned.  Benjamin  was  afterwards  taken ;  and  his  information  on 
oath  I  now  enclose.  The  father,  Joseph  Earl,  who  had  been  com- 
mitted, but  was  discharged  for  want  of  evidence  against  him,  was 
entrusted  with  the  Justices  passport,  and  a  letter  from  me,  for  his 
son  Daniel :  but  on  hearing  that  Benjamin  was  taken,  Daniel  fled; 
k  the  letter  &  passport  probably  have  not  yet  overtaken  him. 

The  father  of  William  Carney  came  down  last  week  to  enquire 
whether  lenity  could  not  be  shown  him,  as  he  was  not  of  the  party 
when  I  was  taken,  &  left  it  some  time  before  I  was  released.  I 
advised  his  surrendering  himself,  as  a  further  recommendation  to 
mercy.  This  day  he  appeared  and  gave  the  information  contained 
in  the  enclosed  paper,  which  I  believe  is  tnie,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge.  The  young  man  I  find  has  sustained  a  good  character  ] 
and  I  ha^  formed  so  favourable  an  opinion  of  him  during  the  day  he 
was  on  my  guard,  that  I  had  concluded  voluntarily  to  recommend 
him  to  mercy,  after  he  had  quitted  the  party,  &  some  days  before  I 
was  released,  he  sent  a  message  to  Esquire  Smithy  informing  that  he 
was  ready  to  deliver  himself  up. 

.    Noah  Phelps,  by  his  wife,  has  this  day  prayed  Esq.  Smith  that 

her  husband  might  be  admitted  to  bail;  and  he  would  forthwith 

*  See  page  846,  858. 
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sorrender  himself.  She  said  they  l^ad  a  family  of  small  ohildrio  to 
provide  for — a  harvest  of  hay  and  grain  to  get  in — and  none  to  help 
them :  That  her  husband  joined  the  party  unwillingly,  at  Uie  aaaie 
time  that  Carney  joined^  them,  and  under  similar  oircumstanoea  of 
falae  information  &  threats.  It  appeared,  however,  that  Phelps  was 
with  the  party  as  late  as  the  15th  of  July  (the  day  before  I  was 
released)  and  that  he  has  not  sustained  a  clear  oharacter :  therefore 
Esq.  Smith  did  not  think  proper  to  show  him  the  indulgenoe  he 
gave  to  Carney,  whom  he  discharged  on  oondition  of  his  appearing 
when  called,  to  do  whatever  shall  be  directed  by  the  Chief  Justice  or 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  several  of  his  friends  also  verbally 
engaging  for  him. 

Joseph  Dudley  being  so  dangerously  wounded,  it  is  impossible  fbr 
bis  captors  to  take  him  to  Easton  jail :  Nevertheless  I  presume  they 
will  be  deemed  entitled  to  the  reward  as  if  they  had  delivered  him 
there.  Tuttle,  in  particular,  has  very  great  merit,  for  his  seal  & 
perseverance.  Council  will  observe  one  name  to  the  petition  is 
erased :  It  is  Tuttles.  Having  made  the  party  believe  that  he  had 
joined  them  in  heart,  as  well  as  person,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
sign  it  with  them.  He  proposed  the  stratagem  to  some  well  affected 
persons,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  mj  place  of  confinement,  that 
he  might  then  lead  a  party  to  deliver  me  &  seise  my  keepers.  He 
came  accordingly  to  my  retreat,  but  the  party  released  me  before 
there  was  an  opportunity  to  execute  the  plan.  He  also  made  me  a 
tender  of  his  services  to  go  to  the  Lakes  and  bring  off  John  Jenkins, 
he/ore  it  was  known  that  Government  had  offered  a  reward  /or 
apprehending  htm.  And  this  was  a  principal  object  of  this  last 
expedition  which  Tuttle  says  he  would  have  pursued,  had  not  his 
companions  given  out. 

In  the  expedition  in  which  captain  Ross  was  wounded,  divers 
elderly  men,  fathers  of  families,  were  made  prisoners,  and  brought 
down  to  Wilkesbarre,  on  suspicion  that  they  were  abettors  of  the 
party  who  took  me.  Of  these  one  Reynolds  was  immediately 
discharged  for  want  of  evidence ;  and  Joseph  Earl  (who  had  been 
committed)  was,  for  the  same  reason,  discharged  on  the  19th  instant. 
Martin  Dudley,  (father  of  Gideon  &  Joseph  Dudley,)  Joseph  Kilborn 
(father  of  Timothy  &  Aaron  Kilborn,)  Nathan  Abbott  (father  of 
Nathan  and  Benjamin  Abbot,)  Ephraim  Tyler,  and  Thomas  Kinney, 
who  is  named  in  the  proclamation  of  Council,  still  remain  in  the  jail 
at  this  place.  These  men  have  applied  to  the  magistrates  to  admit 
them  to  bail :  but  as  they  have  been  committed  on  evidence  which 
the  Justices  deemed  sufficient  to  warrant  the  measure,  their  authority 
now  to  admit  them  to  bail  is  doubted.  As  the  evidence  against 
them  does  not  appear  very  clear,  and  all  of  them  have  families 
in  distress,  some  of  them  miserably  poor,  perhaps  the  Justices  may 
be  prevailed  on  to  bail  them  :  Nevertheless,  I  am  very  desirous  that 
particular  directions  may  be  speedily  sent  up  concerning  them,  and 
all  others  whose  cases  1  have  particularly  described.     And  I  pray 
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(Joaneil  to  take  order  ia  the  matter  as  early  an  poesible ;  and  that 
wbeQ  anj  directions  are  to  oome  from  the  Chief  Justice  or  Judges  of 
the  Sapreme  Coort^  that  thej  maj  be  requested  to  forward  them  as 
aooD  as  may  be. 

Stephen  Jenkins  (brother  of  John)  has  been  apprehended  (&  is 
now  in  jail  at  this  place)  in  consequence  of  the  evidence  against  him 
in  B.  Earl's  deposition.  Paniel  Earl  also  told  me  that  Stephen 
Jenkins  was  as  deeply  concerned  in  the  plot  as  any  one. 

Gideon  Church  has  not  been  apprehended ;  beeause  good  policy 
seemed  to  require  that  a  door  should  be  left  open  for  repenting 
sinners.  He  went  out  with  the  three  first  parties  to  i^prehend  the 
offenders  and  rescue  me.  By  the  last  company  of  volunteers  he  waa 
chosen  their  captain,  and  conducted  with  such  spirit  and  judgement 
as  pleased  the  whole  of  them ;  and  they  acknowledge  that  if  they 
bad  fallen  in  with  his  advice  they  should  doubtless  have  taken  nine 
of  the  offenders :  whereas  they  took  but  one,  B.  Earl. 

Old  Benjamin  Harvey  (who  lived  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Shawnee 
flat)  fled  a  few  days  after  I  was  taken,  and  said  (as  I  have  heard) 
that  some  others  would  be  obliged  to  follow  him :  yet  the  hint  in 
Wm.  Came/s  examination  is  the  only  evidence  which  has  yet 
appeared  against  him.  His  flying,  joined  with  his  former  conduct^ 
affi)rdsa  strong  presumption  of  his  guilt. 

Evening,  11  o'clock.    This  moment  the  jailer  here  applies  for  a 
winding  sheet,  informing  that  Joseph  Dudley  is  dead. 
I  am  sir^  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

T.  PICKERING.* 

P.S.  There  has  just  been  handed  me  a  transcript  of  the  examina- 
tion of  Thomas  Kinneyf  &  other  prisoners,  heads  of  families,  in  the 
jail  of  this  County,  which  I  enclose.  I  have  seen  another  aocount 
of  their  examination  somewhat  different;  and  from  what  I  have 
heard,  I  conclude  that  enclosed  is  imperfect  Abbot's  examination, 
I  am  informed,  was  private,  at  his  own  request,  and  the  Justices  did 
not  commit  it  to  paper.  It  is  expected  that  furtheri  and  stronger 
evidenoe  will  appear  against  all  or  most  of  them. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  the  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 

*  See  Col.  Roc,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  605. 
t  See  page  858>9. 
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Jambs  Jacks  to  Secretaky  Biddle,  1788. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  I  Received  a  Letter  from  Council  dated  28th  of  July. 
1788,  wherein  was  ioclosed  a  Commissioo  to  Michael  Hubley,  Es- 
quire; appointing  hhn  President  of  the  County  Court,  Common 
Pleas,  Quarter  Sessions,  of  the  Peace,  and  Jail  delivery,  &o.,  in  and 
for  the  Connty  of  Lancaster,  wherein  there  is  a  Postscript  mention- 
ing that  Jaoob  Reigar,  Esqr.,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Oraff,  have  applied 
to  Council  for  Separate  Commissions  as  Justices  of  the  Peade  and 
Common  Pleas,  as  they  were  both  named  in  the  two  Commissions, 
and  desiring  me  to  inform  yon  whether  the  President  or  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  Council  signed  the  Commissions  to  these  Gentlemen,  or 
whether  General  Armstrongs  the  late  Secretary,  attested  the  samCi 
or  James  Trimble  for  him. 

Both  Commissions  are  dated  5th  March,  1787,  Signed  by  Charles 
Biddle,  Esquire,  Vice  President,  &  attested  by  James  Trimble^  for 
John  Armstrong,  Jr.,  Secr'y. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  Greatest  Respect, 

your  most  Obedient^  Humble  Servant, 

JAMES  JACKS. 

Lancaster^  5th  Angust,  1788. 

Indorsedf 
From  James  Jacks,  Esquire^  Recorder  of  Lancaster  Connty. 

Directed, 

Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Executive  Council,  in 
Philadelphia. 

^  Post 


V.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  Timothy  Pickering,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  August  5th,  1788. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Board  to  inform  you  that  your  Letter  of  the 
19th  of  July*  did  not  reach  them  until  Thursday  last,  and  tho'  it 
was  generally  reported  that  the  Insurgents  had  liberated  &  permitted 
your  return  to  your  Family,  yet  your  Letter  was  the  first  Authentic 
Aeoonnt  the  Board  rec'  on  that  Head.  I  wrote  a  Letter  to  the 
Lieut,  of  the  County  on  the  23df  of  last  mooth,  (a  Copy  whereof  I 
enclose)  informing  him  that  the  Board  would  render  every  Aasiat- 

*  See  page  846.  f  I^-  ^^1* 
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ance  the  Laws  of  the  State  would  warrant  to  the  Friends  of  Govern- 
ment— and  that  they  were  determined  to  enforce  Obedience  to  the 
Laws — requesting  at  the  same  time  the  Lieut,  would  give  Council 
the  earliest  information  if  any  change  should  take  placO|  favorable 
or  unfavorable. 

The  intelligence  your  Letter  contains  is  however  every  thing  we 
have  heard  from  Luzerne  that  can  be  depended  on,  and  as  it  is  impos- 
sible for  Council  to  proceed  with  any  degree  of  certainty  to  enforoo 
the  plan  in  view.  They  have  thought  it  necessary  to  send  an  Ex- 
presSj  and  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  them  full  information 
how  matters  are  situated.  They  request  likewise  your  Opinion — 
with  the  reasons  annexed — whether  an  Armed  Force  is  necessary  to 
restore  Order  and  good  Qovefnment ;  and  whether  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  restoration  &  establishment  of  peace  to  the  County  to 
fix  a  post  at  Tioga !  The  Board  direct  me  to  inform  you.  That  tho' 
they  wish  this  desirable  end  of  restoring  order  &  Good  Govemm* 
in  Luzerne  may  be  obtained  by  Lenient  Measures,  yet  that  they  are 
now  prepared  to  act  with  energy,  and  compel  obedience  to  the  Laws. 
Upon  application  of  this  Board  to  the  United  States  in  Congress,  we 
have  obtained  their  permission  to  employ  the  Troops  of  the  Union 
ag^  the  Insurgents.  They  are  now  marching  to  Bendevous  at 
EastoU;  where  they  will  wait  the  Orders  of  the  Board.  This  ctroum- 
stanoe  alone  will  convince  yon  how  necessary  it  is  that  Council 
should  have  the  earliest  &  fullest  information. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Respect, 

Your  most  obedient,  and  very  humble  Servant 

PETER  MUHLENBERG. 

Vice  President.* 

Directed, 

Timothy  Pickering,  Esqr.,  Lusseme  County. 


y.    P.    MUHLENBBBa    TO    DeIiEGATES   IN  CdNaREss/lTSS* 

Philada.,  Aug't  6th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

By  direction  of  the  Board,  I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  you — That 
we  have  this  morning,  by  express,  reo'd  Letters  from  Colo.  Pidcer- 
ing  and  other  Officcre  of  Government  in  the  County  of  Luserne. 
From  these  it  appears  that  matters  have  taken  a  more  favorable  turn 
than  was  at  first  apprehended.  Colo.  Pickering  was  liberated  by  tho 
insurgents  on  the  16th  of  July,  &  the  men  who  carried  him  off  are  now 
by  their  petition,  praying  Council  to  grant  them  a  pardon.  The  proo- 
iamation  issued  by  the  Board  has  produced  the  desired  effect — two 
of  tho  rioters  are  now  confined  in  Easton  Jail— and  some  others  in 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  5C6. 
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that  of  Luzerne — seyeral  have  been  Wounded,  &  Dudley,  one  of  the  ' 
moBt  notorious,  died  in  Luzerne  Jail  of  the  Wounds  he  ree'd.  Those 
of  the  rioters  who  still  remain,  are  dispersed,  and  seeking  refuge  on 
the  Lakes.  From  this  change  of  affairs,  and  the  Accounts  from  the 
Western  Waters,  which  seem  to  indicate  that  the  Troops  of  the 
Union  will  be  wanted  in  that  Quarter,  as  well  as  from  the  shortness 
of  the  time  limited  for  which  the  Troops  can  possibly  be  spared,  & 
the  consideration  that  the  chief  end  for  which  the  application  was 
made  is  already  answered — The  Board  are  induced  to  request  you 
would  be  pleased  to  inform  The  Honble.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  that  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  favor  conferred  on  this 
State  by  so  readily  granting  the  assistance  requested — but  as  the 
emergency  has  ceas'd,  &  as  the  State  will  now  have  time  to  act  de- 
liberately, and  as  circumstances  shall  in  future  direct,  we  furrther 
request  that  the  troops  of  the  Union  may  now  be  directed  to  continue 
their  route  agreeably  to  their  first  destination.  The  Board  have  in 
the  mean  time  directed  a  Commissary  to  proceed  to  Easton  to  pro- 
vide for  the  subsistance  of  the  Troops  until  further  orders. 
I  am,  Gentry 

your  most  obedient, 

and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG.* 


S2CBBTART  BiDBLB  TO  OOL.  TiMOTHT  PiCEBBINO,   1788. 

Seerotary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  August  7tb,  1788. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  you  have  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  on  the  late  disturb- 
ances in  Luzerne.  Council  agree  with  the  Judges  that  the  best 
method  that  can  be  taken  with  the  Prisoners  will  be  to  have  them 
prosocuted  for  a  riot — the  Att'y  General  will  take  the  first  opp'y  to 
forward  on  the  papers  necessary  for  this  purpose. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Sec'yt 

Direciedf 
T.  Pickering,  Esqr. 

»  See  Col.  Rec.»  Vol.  XV.,  p.  606. 

t  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  605,  507. 
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Sbcrbtary  Bidblb  to  C.  J.  McKbak,  1788. 

August  7, 1788. 
Sir, 

Tbos.  Jones  and  John  McIIroy  have  applied  to  Conncil  to  be  ad« 
mitted  into^the  invalid  corps — the  Board  wish  to  know  whether  those 
men  are  entitled  to  pensions^  if  they  are^  something  may  be  done  for 
their  immediate  support. 
I  am^  Sir, 

your  most  obedient,  and 

very  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Seo'y.* 
Direciedf 
Hon.  Thos.  McEean^  Esq.;  C.  J. 


Col.  TirtoTHY  Pickbring  to  V.  P.  Muhlekbbrg,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre,  August  9, 1788. 
Sir, 

Last  evening  I  was  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  5th,f  with 
sundry  enclosures,  by  express.  The  requests  of  the  board  therein 
mentioned,  I  believe  I  have  in  a  great  measure  anticipated^  by  my 
letters  of  the  28th  &  29th  ult.,;]:  sent  by  a  Mr.  Morris. 

With  respect  to  the  first,  for  '<  full  information  how  matters  are 
situated  "  here — I  have  to  observe,  that  the  whoie  county  u  atprescnt  in 
peace  ;  all  the  insurgents  who  have  not  surrendered  themselves  or 
have  not  been  taken,  having  fled  into  the  neighbouring  States.  On  the 
4th  instant  the  two  young  Abbots,  (Nathan  &  Benjamin,)  were  con- 
ducted to  this  place,  having  surrendered  themselves  to  Nathan 
Kingsley,  Esquire,  at  Wayalusing.  Their  examinations  discovered 
nothing  new.  They  joined  the  insurgents  after  they  had  taken  me 
up  the  river.  They  are  simple  fellows,  &  appear  not  to  have  been 
intrusted  with  the  secrets  of  their  party.  One  of  them  is  but  about 
17  years  old.  Their  misconduct  is  probably  chargeable  to  their 
father,  Nathan  Abbot,  the  old  man  now  in  Luaeme  jail,  who  with 
an  understanding  not  much  better,  has,  it  is  said,  a  heart  very  de- 
praved. He  (as  well  as  each  of  his  sons)  is  a  half  share-man ;  and 
his  disposition  in  regard  to  the  government  may  be  learnt  from  the 
deposition  of  Garret  Smith,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  enclose.  By  the 
same  deposition  the  guilt  of  Martin  Dudley  &  Ephraim  l^ler  is  very 

*  Col.  Ecc,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  606,  607. 

f  See  page  863. 

X  Sec  pages  868,  869. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  AJEU3HIVES  1T88.  867 

elearly  proved^  &  the  guilt  of  Thomas  Kinney  put  past  a  doubt. 
Joseph  Killborn's  own  confession  on  bis  examination  manifested  his 
guilt.  But  several  other  depositions  of  their  neighbours  remain  to 
be  taken,  when  farther  proofs  of  their  guilt  will  appear;  and  per^ 
haps  some  others  will  be  criminated.  These  other  witnesses  are  to 
appear  here  &  give  their  evidences  on  the  18th  instant  I  have  also 
the  deposition  of  the  wife  of  Thomas  Wigton,  which  contains  some 
original  information,  with  a  relation  of  many  small  circumstances, 
&  much  hearsay ;  &  therefore  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to 
send  a  copy  to  Council.  One  passase  only  I  will  here  transcribe. 
After  relating  that  John  Jenkins  called  at  her  husband's  house  at 
Mishoppen,  the  day  after  I  was  taken  off,  she  says — <<  my  husband 
asked  Jenkins  if  he  did  not  think  this  would  be  a  bad  affair,  &  lead 
to  fighting  ?  I  don't  know  (says  Jenkins)  but  I  swear  (adds  he) 
ICC  mustfight^  in  order  to  have  peace,'^ 

A  few  days  after  young  Dudley  was  buried,  some  people  were  for 
digging  up  the  body,  to  expose  it  to  a  coroner's  inquest :  for  they 
said  he  was  murdered  by  the  party  which  took  him.  And  I  find 
that  in  the  beginning  of  this  week  (while  I  was  absent  attending  my 
wife  on  her  way  to  Philadelphia)  a  number  of  the  old  settlers  from 
Nantikoke  &  Shawnee  (as  many  as  eight  or  ten)  came  to  Wilkes- 
barre,  warmed  with  the  same  zeal  for  digging  up  the  body  of  Dud- 
ley ;  but  the  Sheriff  &  some  other  gentlemen  talked  with  them,  and 
partly  by  reason  &  partly  by  threats,  checked  their  zeal,  &  sent  them 
home  cool,  and  in  appearance  tolerably  well  satisfied.  In  fact,  a 
disposition  to  murmur  at  every  correcting  measure  of  government  & 
act  of  the  magistrato,  tbo'  necessary  for  the  establishment  of  good 
order,  &  strictly  legal,  prevails  among  great  numbers  of  the  people. 
Without  referring  to  particular  characters,  whose  conduct  &  declara- 
tions would  nevertheless  designate  not  their  own  only,  but  the  dispo- 
sition of  a  party,  I  beg  leave  to  notice  the  late  elections  of  militia 
officers  in  the  upper  battalion.  John  Jenkins  &  John  Swift  were 
chosen  Lieut.  Colonel  &  Major,  by  a  great  majority  I  and  Martin 
Dudley,  Joseph  Killborn,  &  David  Woodward  (all  names  now  fa- 
miliar to  Council)  were  chosen  Captain,  Lieutenant,  &  Ensign  of  one 
of  the  companies  I  Divers  similar  elections  of  disaffected  characters 
took  place  in  the  same  battalion.  In  a  word,  it  would  seem  to  have 
been  an  object  with  a  majority  of  the  electors  to  choose  such  men, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  supporting,  but,  in  proper  time,  of  opposing 
the  government  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  my  letter  of  the  28th  ult*,  I  remarked  that  multitudes  of  the 
old  settlers  were  half  share-men.  Within  a  few  days  past  some  of 
my  neighbours  have  told  me  that  they  think  one  Ixdif  of  the  old 
settlers  and  their  sons  are  half-share>men.  And  I  recollect  that  in 
January,  1787,  at  a  town  meeting  called  at  my  request,  John  Jen- 
kins said,  that  of  the  half-sharemen  then  in  the  county,  not  more 
than  30  were  New-Comers.    Ebenezer  Marcy,  Esq.,  of  Pittstown, 
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(Lachawanoeky)  a  sedate,  obaerring  man,  sajs  thefe  are  now  fnrer 
well  affected  inhabitants  in  that  town  than  there  woe  16  months 
ago.  In  one  word,  altbo'  the  measures  taken  by  Coonoil,  &  the  offi- 
cers &  well  disposed  people  of  the  county,  in  consequence  of  the 
late  violent  outrage  on  my  person,  have  given  the  disaffected  a  severe 
shock,  yet  their  aispontion  to  murmur  k  excite  disorder  remains. 
They  were  at  least  as  much  shocked  after  their  insurrection  of  last 
October,  when  they  had  had  time  to  reflect  on  (heir  unwarrantable 
t>l'oceedingSv  <Ss  expected  the  vengeance  of  government  to  overtaJee  them  : 
but  they  soon  recovered  their  spirits,  and  began  to  meditate  retalia- 
tion for  the  imprisonment  of  John  Franklin,  &  this  was  to  seiae  ft 
detain  me  a  prisoner.  And  as,  instead  of  good  officers  and  old 
soldiers,  there  was  sent  hither  only  an  ordinary  company  of  militia, 
this  served  to  heighten  their  confidence  in  their  own  party,  &  in« 
crease  their  contempt  for  the  force  of  the  State. 

The  foundation  of  all  the  disorders  in  the  county  was  laid  by  John 
Franklin,  as  an  inhabitant,  ft  the  prime  agent  of  a  junto  of  the  Sus* 
quehanna  Company.  John  Jenkins  was  a  principal  assistant  The 
people  universally  think  that  in  times  past  they  have  been  ill  used  ft 
deceived  by  Pennsylvania;  and  these  men  (with  other  inferior  agents) 
taking  advantage  of  this  strong  and  genend  prejudice,  have  found  it 
6MJ»  by  lies  and  sophistry,  to  persuade  great  numbers,  that  not* 
withstanding  all  appearances  to  the  contrary,  they  will  still  be  ill- 
used  ft  deceived;  and  therefore  that  they  have  no  security  for 
holding  their  lands,  but  in  their  tomahawks  and  rifles.  Their  ere- 
dulity  is  truly  astonishing.  On  one  side  the  most  improbable  lie 
and  the  weakest  sophistry  have  the  effect  of  plain  truth  ft  the  strong- 
est reasoning.  Their  incredulity  on  the  other  hand,  is  not  less 
extraordinary.  For  instance,  should  the  federal  troops  now  rendez- 
vousing at  Easton  not  march  into  this  county  (ft  I  do  not  think  it  at 
all  neeessay  that  they  should)  this  class  of  the  people  will  never  bo- 
lieve  they  were  intended  to  be  marched  hither,  but  will  say  the  story 
was  raised  only  to  alarm  their  fears. 

My  former  accounts  of  the  state  of  this  county,  ft  what  I  have 
now  said  of  its  inhabitants,  may  chiefly  be  thus  summed  up.  That 
the  people,  generally,  having,  during  a  long  oourse  of  years,  been 
bickering  with  Pennsylvania — having,  at  sundry  times,  greatly 
suffered  by  her  attempts  to  subdae  or  expel  them — having,  during 
the  same  period,  entertained  jealousies  of  her,  lest  one  day  she  should 
crush  them — these  jealoasies  (as  is  natural  to  the  weaker  party) 
being  in  the  greatest  extreme,  ft  having  become  habitual— -the  same 
jealousies  also  being  still  kept  alive  by  the  artifices  ft  lies  of  a  few 
designing  men,  and  the  indecision  of  government  respecting  their 
lands— many  also  being  willing  to  hazard  every  thing,  rather  than 
trust  to  the  honour,  faith  ft  generosity  of  the  State.  Many  (like 
the  men  who  resorted  to  David)  having  fled  hither  from  other  States, 
to  escape  from  justice,  or  their  creditors — the  mere  half-share-men 
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hmnng  no  clHuwe  of  holdiDg  any  laod  but  by  overtvniing  the  an- 
ihority  of  the  State  in  thU  aettleinent — Many  others  baving  old 
poflsesaioDSy  &  by  themselTes  or  bodb,  or  both,  alAO  holding  half* 
Bhare-rigbt8|  &  wishing  to  seeure  the  latter  ^in  many  oases  the  more 
Tftlnable  lands)  as  well  as  the  former ;  ana  thinking  they  have  » 
Tery  good  ohanoe  of  seeuring  both,  by  temporising,  by  making  a 
partial  submission  to  government^  &  keeping  themselves  in  readi- 
neas  to  resist  when  a  supposed  favourable  opportunity  presents — and 
condttding  from  past  uniform  experienooi  that  they  may  act  thus 
with  impunity — their  head  men  in  Uie  settlement,  and  the  junto  of  the 
Susquehanna  Oompany  (such  as  Judd,  Hamilton,  Benton,  Beach, 
&e.,)  being  also  olosely  connected  with  the  New  York  Lessees,  with 
whom,  it  is  past  doubt,  this  settlement  was  to  act  in  oonoert,  &  from 
whom  they  expected  to  derive  effectual  support.  From  ail  these 
causes  many  of  the  inhabitants  have  an  utter  hatred  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  many  more  bave  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  disaffection.  And 
this  disaifection  has  been  oonfirmed  by  a  ridiculous  oonfklence  that 
they  were  able  to  cope  with  all  the  force  the  State  could  send  against 
them.  Not  that  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  were  unable,  if  disppsedi 
to  subdue  them ;  but  Franklin  &  Jenkins  have  made  them  believo 
that  a  bodv  of  militia  equal  to  this  effect,  &  disposed  to  produce  it, 
could  not  be  raised ;  and  that  from  the  divisions  in  the  State  no 
other  effectual  force  would  ever  come  against  them.  Council  knows 
that  Franklin  himself,  tho'  far  better  informed  than  the  mass  of  the 
people,  had  the  madness  and  folly  to  attempt  an  open  resistance  to 
the  State  in  arms.  It  was  for  this  purpose  he  sent  his  written  orders 
to  his  adherents,  especially  the  half-shareomen,  to  assemble  in  arms, 
in  October  last,  to  prevent  the  election  of  militia  officers,  signing 
himself  Oolo.  GommandaiU.  I  suppose  Council  is  now  possessed  of 
two  of  his  orders,  in  his  own  hand  writing— Mr.  KUicott  took  them 
with  him  to  Philadelphia.  On  that  day  (had  not  Franklin  fortunately 
been  previously  carried  off)  the  authority  of  the  State  in  this  county 
would  doubtless  have  been  utterly  subverted,  ft  every  officer  of 
government  banished,  or  compelled  to  swear  obedience  to  this  New 
Commander.  At  this  moment  great  numbers  of  half-share-men  are 
in  aotnal  possession  of  lands  allotted  to  them  by  Franklin  &  Jenkins, 
from  Tunkhannock  to  Tioga;  and  I  cannot  believe  that  other 
daimants,  (either  Pennsylvanians  or  old  Connecticut  settlers)  would 
be  able  to  get  possession  of  those  lands  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
law.  For  tho'  many  of  these  half-share-men  have  taken  the  benefit 
of  the  law  to  recover  debts,  or,  being  debtors,  have  so  far  submitted 
to  its  operation ;  yet  (like  old  Abbot,  in  Oarret  Smith's  deposition) 
swear  vengeance  against  any  who  shall  attempt  to  dispossess  them  of 
their  half-share-rights. 

I  therefore  continue  of  the  opinion,  That  in  order  to  establish  the 
peace  of  the  county  of  Luzerne^  %t  is  necessary  to  fix  a  military  post 
at  Tioga,    This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  dictate  of  humanity  and 
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iound  poltcyy  as  well  S8  of  necestity.  If  a  regnlar  fbroe,  auffieient  to 
overawe  tbe  turbulent,  be  there  stationed|  the  laws  will  have  tkeir 
free  and  natural  operation,  h  the  exercue  of  force  will  perhaps  never 
be  requisite ;  thus  the  shedding  of  blood  may  be  prevented.  And 
a  much  less  force  will  be  adequate  to  overawe  the  disaffected,  than 
to  crush  their  rebellion  when  once  they  have  flown  to  arms.  I  sup- 
pose, however,  that  very  few,  even  of  the  olc^tetders,  deem  it  at  all 
necessary  to  send  troops  hither,  altho'  it  were  only  to  form  a  post  at 
Tioga.  They  (&  among  them  Col*  Denison)  were  of  the  same  opinion 
after  the  tumults  of  last  autumn  had  subsided.  Tet  it  is  a  truth 
that  the  civil  officers  have  not  been  able  fully  to  execute  the  laws 
more  than  thirty  miles  up  the  river  from  this  place  At  Tunkhan- 
nock  &  upwards,  as  well  criminal  as  civil  process  (so  far  as  the  latter 
respected  lands)  has  been  set  at  defiance.  The  coming  of  troops 
would  hurt  the  pride  of  some,  who  would  say  it  would  be  a  reflection 
on  the  county ;  they  say  also  that  troops  always  plunder  and  do 
mischief;  and  they  fear  that  measure  will  operate  in  the  Assembly 
against  their  claims  &  petitions  for  a  confirmation  of  their  lands.  Of 
the  latter  tendency  I  am  not  insensible ;  but  tho'  interested  myself 
to  obtain  such  confirmation,  I  feel  no  disposition  to  conceal  my  sentj- 
ments  on  this  subject,  or  keep  Government  in  ignorance  of  a  single 
fact  that  may  contribute  to  the  forming  a  just  idea  of  the  state  of 
this  county.  I  confess  that  the  exertions  of  the  people  here  against 
the  late  insurgents  seem  to  have  had  a  very  good  effect ;  and  the 
folly  of  attempting,  by  small  numbers,  so  to  violate  the  laws  has 
been  manifested.  And  in  consequence  hereof  there  will  be  need  of 
fewer  troops  than  if  the  late  disturbance  had  not  happened. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  another  reason  for  fixing  a  post  at  Tioga. 
There  are  great  numbers  of  orderly  people,  farmers  and  tradesmen, 
who  would  come  and  settle  in  this  county.  Divers  such  have,  to 
my  knowledge,  been  waiting  for  the  establishment  of  peace,  in  order 
to  remove  hither ;  but  they  will  not  come  until  the  authority  of 
government  is  indubitably  established.  The  present  calm,  like  tho 
former,  they  will  justly  suppose  to  be  deceitful.  But  surely  'tis  of 
vast  importance  that  the  number  of  good  citizens  here  should  be  in» 
creased ^suoh  would  strengthen  the  hands  of  government ;  and  after 
no  long  period,  the  laws  having  had  their  full  operation,  the  troops 
might  be  disbanded.  Should  it  be  the  determination  of  Oovemment  to 
raise  a  company  of  good  troops  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  it  will  be 
expedient  that  a  part  (perhaps  a  fourth)  should  consist  of  some  faith- 
ful young  men  of  the  county,  who  are  hardy  &  brave,  who  are 
woodsmen,  and  who  know  the  inhabitants,  particularly  the  most  dis- 
affected  characters,  and  the  country. 

The  letter  to  the  Sheriff,  with  the  warrant,  Ac,  from  New  York, 
I  delivered  to  him  yesterday,  and  requested  him  to  concert  measures 
particularly  for  seizing  John  Jenkins.  The  Sheriff  is  now  going  to 
Tioga,  and  I  hope  his  endeavours;  with  those  of  others  who  may  be 
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tempted  by  the  offered  reward,  ?rill  be  BucoeBsful  in  Beinog  that 
atrodons  offender. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  great  respect  sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant; 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING  * 
Dtrtctedj 

The  Honourable  Peter  Muhlenberg;  Vice  President;  &o. 


Deposition  of  Garrbt  Smith,  1788. 

I,  Qarret  Smith,  of  the  township  of  Braintram;  in  the  connty  of 
Lazeme,  and  of  lawful  age,  testify  and  declare  That  on  Sunday 
evening  on  the  twenty  second  day  of  June  last;  I  was  at  Meshoppen, 
and  between  the  houses  of  Thomas  Wigton  and  Martin  Dudley,  met 
Gideon  Dudley,  said  Martin's  son,  when  Gideon  said  he  had  a  great 
secret  to  reveal  to  me,  at  tne  reqtiest  of  Major  Jenkins,  oolonei 
McKinstry,  and  John  Hyde,  rtheson  of  John  Hyde  of  Wilkesbarre,  as 
1  took  it)  and  asked  me  if  1  would  keep  the  secret.  I  answered 
That  I  would,  if  it  was  not  to  injure  myself  or  my  neighbours.  He 
then  said  it  was  to  take  Colonel  Pickering,  and  carry  him  into  the 
woods,  and  there  keep  him,  untill  Colonel  Franklin  was  returned  to 
the  county  or  released  (or  such  like  expression  he  made  use  of).  I 
told  him  I  would  think  of  it  till  the  morning.  The  next  morning 
I  called  at  Captain  Dudley's  (having  lodged  at  said  Wigton's)  and 
told  Gideon  I  would  go  home  and  talk  with  my  wife,  but  rather 
thought  I  should  go  with  them.  I  then  went  down  into  the  mill, 
to  Captain  Dudley  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  any  thing  about  the 
affair  of  taking  Colonel  Pickering.  He  answered  yes — but  that  he 
was  unwilling  that  both  of  his  sons  should  go  I  asked  why.  He 
answered  for  fear  they  should  be  found  out — ^for  if  one  was  at  home 
people  would  think  the  other  was  some  where  at  work.  I  then  asked 
him  which  was  going.  He  answered,  Gideon,  jmd  that  he  (Captain 
Dudley)  was  willing  he  should  go,  and  support  the  cause,  but 
wished  his  son  Joseph  might  not  go,  lest  it  should  be  found  out 
that  his  sons  were  in  the  scrape.  I  then  said  Captain  Dudley,  I 
am  a  poor  man,  if  I  go  who  is  to  support  my  family,  while  I  ^am 
gone  r  He  answered,  I  will — I  have  enough — After  this  I  left 
Meshoppen  to  go  home  in  a  canoe.  When  I  had  pushed  up  as  far 
Ephraim  Tylers,  I  landed,  and  went  to  his  house,  where  I  found 
Joseph  Dudley  above  mentioned,  who  immediately  said  to  me — ^you 
are  my  prisoner  for  a  while — (he  had  a  tomahawk  in  his  hand) 
Then  Ephraim  Tyler  asked  me  if  I  was  willing  to  go  and  take 

♦  See  Col.  Rcc.  Vol,  XV.,  p.  G14. 
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ColoDdl  Piokertag?    Then  Joseph  Dudley  added — Bpeaking  to  me, 
yoa  have  promised  to  go,  and   must  either  do  that,  or  go  down  to 
Lieutenant  Kilbom's  (that  is  Joseph  Kilborn's)  and  there  lay  con- 
fined  Hill  I  return  (meaning  as  I  understoood  'till  he  and  the  party 
returned  from  the  taking  of  Colonel  Pickering)  I  then  said  I  had 
not  promised,  but  only  that  I  would  go  home  and  talk  with  my  wife 
and  if  she  is  against  it  I  will  not  go.     I  then  set  off  to  go  to  my 
canoe,  but  was  followed  by  said  Tyler  and  Joseph  Dudley,  who  took 
hold  of  me  and  by  force  brought  me  back  to  Tyler's  house.    I  then 
said  to  Tyler  if  I  go  what  shall  I  do  for  provisions  in  going,  and  to 
support  my  family  while  I  am  gone  ?    Tyler  answered — I  have  sent 
the  flour  of  two  bushels  of  wheat,  and  fifty  weight  of  pork,  to  lieu- 
tenant Kilborn's  out  of  which  you  can  be  supplied ;  and  I  will  see 
that  your  family  has  provisions  in  your  absence,  and  I  will  get  a 
man  or  go  myself  to  work  on  your  land,  and  we  will   also  allow  you 
a  dollar  a  day  for  every  day  you  are  gone. — ^To  whom  (said  I)  shall 
I  look  for  this  pay  f  He  answered  you  may  look  to  me  for  it.    I 
then  tamed  about,  and  siud  to  him—I  cannot  go.     Then  Tyler's 
wife  said  she  had  dreamed  last  night,  that  the  boys  went  to  take  an 
Elk,  and  that  a  person  had  been  there  and  told  the  Elk,  and  that  he 
was  gone.     Then  her  husband  Ephraim  Tyler  said,  If  Garret  Smith 
will>give  me  his  word  and  honour  that  he  will  go,  or  tiiat  he  will 
not  reveal  the  secret  in  three  week,  then   he  may  go  home.    He 
brought  a  bible  and  asked  me  to  lay  my  hand  on  it  and  swear,  but 
I  told  him  it  was  against  my  principle.     He  then  asked  tte  to  bold 
vp  my  hand,  whieh  I  did,  when  he  spoke  to  this  effeot—- yon  deelare 
that  you  will  keep  this  secret  for  three  weeks,  I  answered  I  willf 
after  Tyler  said  if  I  would  give  my  promise,  I  might  go  home. 
Elijah  Reynolds  who  was  by,  said  Garret  Smith  has  lived  with 
Colonel    Hay,  and  knows  what  he  is  about. — I  rather  guess  it 
is  best  to  have  him  sworn,  And  then  Tyler  offered  me  the  bible,  as 
above  mentioned. — I  then  left  them,  and  went  home.     The  same 
day  I  thought  of  my  neighbour  Thomas  Kinney,  and  as  he  was  a 
half  share  man,  I  suspected  he  might  be  concerned  in  the  afiair. 
In  the  evening  he  came  to  my  house,  and  we  set  out  together  and 
went  up  little  Tusoorora  creek  to  hunt.    On  our  way  I  said  to  him 
Mr.   Kinney,   do  you  know  any  thing  of  this  affair  of  the  boys 
going  to  Wyoming  7     He  answered  yes — and  added — ^The  Peni]|^-> 
mites  have  drove  the  Connecticut  (or  New  England)  People,  and 
plundered  them,  and  now  we  mean  to  have  revenge  and  plunder, 
and  if  you  will  go  along,  yon  shall  have  part. — I  forgot  to  mentiooi 
That  while  at  Tyler's  as  abovesaid,  Tyler  told  me,  that  if  I  would  go 
along  with   the  boys,  I  should  have,  besides  what  he  had   before 
promised,  the  place  I  lived  on  (part  of  which  I  supposed  belonged 
to  Doctor  Smith)  and  the  half  of  ten  acres  of  good  wheat  which 
James  Smith  then  had  on  the  ground,— for  the  other  half  must  go 
to  support  the  boys  in  the  woods. — When  Gideon  Dudley  proposed 
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tbe  matter  to  me,  I  asked  bim  where  we  were  to  get  sappori  from  f 
He  answered — out  of  tbe  flettlement  I  then  asked  him,  who  was 
soing  to  vindicate  this  cause.  He  answered — That  colonel 
McKinstry  was  coming  with  five  hundred  men,  in  order  to  subdue 
tbe  settlement-^Tbat  he  McKinelrj)  was  to  take  possession  of  John 
HoUenback's  mill  and  plaoe  and  John  Hjde  of  Doctor  Smith's 
place.  I  asked — ^What  are  you  going  to  do  with  John  Hollenback  ? 
He  answered — Damm  him,  tomehawk  him  as  soon  as  we  can  see 
him. — I  also  asked  bim  (before  this)  if  Doctor  Smith  was  concerned 
in  the  affair.  He  answered  no— and  that  he  (the  Doctor)  was  a 
damned  rascal.  I  also  asked  if  Col.  Butler  was  concerned.  Ho 
answered — ^no,  not  that  I  know  of. 

The  mark  of 
GAERET  SMITH. 

Lnieme  ss.  August  7, 1788.     Then  Garret  Smith  who  has  sub- 
scribed the  aforewritten  deposition,  being  duly  sworn,  did   declare, 
That  the  same  deposition  contains  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  to  the  best  of  his  present  recollection, 
before,  WM.  HOOKER  SJiflTH, 

Josfcioe  of  the  Peace. 

I  the  said  Oarret  Smith  fkrther  recollect  and  declare,  That  about 
a  week  before  Colonel  Pickering  was  taken,  1  saw  Nathan  Abbot, 
the  elder  at  his  own  house  (which  is  in  tbe  township  of  Braintram) 
and  He  then  swore.  That  he  would  support  his  place  where  he  then 
lived,  and  that  he  would  kill  any  damned  Pennamite  that  should 
ever  set  his  foot  on  it.  Said  Abbot  holds  his  plaoe,  as  I  have  al- 
ways understood,  by  a  half-share  right. 

The  mark  of 
GARRET  M  SMITH. 

Sworn  as  above  August  7th,  1788,  Before  Wm.  Hooker  Smith, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


DeLBQATKS  in  CoNGRBSS  to  V-  P-  MUHLENBBBO,  1788» 

New  York  Augt.  18th,  1788. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th.instant*  and  will  Uke  the  earliest  opportunity  of  commu-. 
nicating  the  pleasing  information  it  contains  to  Congress,  in  tbe 
meanUme  we  have  informed  the  Secretary  at  War,  who  will  imme- 

*  See  page  864,  and  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  614. 
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diately  direct  the  Troops  to  proceed  agreeably  to  their  first  desti- 
nation. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  with, great  respect, 
yoor  most  obedient, 

and  Humble  Servants, 
WM.  IRVINE, 
SAM.  MEREDITH, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr., 
Directed^ 
The  Honble.  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Esq. 


Samuel  Hodqdon  to  Council,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  August  13th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

In  a  Letter  of  the  11th  instant,  which  I  received  Yesterday  from  the 
War  Office,  is  the  following  Paragraph,  viz ;  "  I  have  to  request 
<'  that  you  would  immediately  on  the  reception  of  this  Letter,  spply 
<fto  the  Executive  Council  for  an  Express  to  take  the  inclosed 
^^  Letters  to  Easton.  General  Irvine  is  of  opinion  with  me  tbst 
'^  they  will  cheerfully  be  at  this  expence/'  The  letters  contain 
marching  orders  to  the  continental  troops  collected  at  that  place,  oa 
the  request  of  Council ;  and  in  full  confidence  that  Council  will  pay 
the  expence,  I  have  sent  off  an  Express  to  prevent  further  detea- 
tion  and  expence.  When  the  person  employed  returns,  his  Account 
shall  be  laid  before  your  Honorable  Board. 
With  respect  and  Esteem, 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your 

most  obedient  Servant, 

SAMDEL  HODGDON, 

Commis.  of  Mil.  stores. 
Directecff 

Honorable  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Secbbtart  op  Congbbss  to  Pbes.  Fbahtklin,  1788. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

August  14th^  1788. 
Sir, 

I  hayfi  the  honor  to  transmit  to  jour  Ezoellency  herewith  en* 
dosed  an  act  passed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled, 
the  12tb  of  this  month.'^ 

With  the  greatest  Bespeot, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

Tour  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and 

most  hum.  Servt., 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency;  the  President  of  the  Cbmmonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


How.  Fbanois  H0PKI5S0N  TO  Council,  1788. 

Gentlemen; 

As  Judge  of  Admiralty  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  I 
think  it  my  Duty  to  present  to  your  View  a  Circumstance  which,  as 
it  seems  to  touch  the  sovereign  Rights  of  the  State,  appears  to  me 
of  Importance  suffioient  to  merit  the  attention  of  your  Honourable 
Board. 

By  an  act  of  assembly,  entitled,  '^  An  act  for  the  further  Regula- 
tions of  the  Port,  of  Philadelphia  and  enlarging  the  Powers  of  the 
Wardens  thereof,"  passed  the  1*'  of  April,  1784  the  mode  of  issuing 
and  executing  Warrants  of  Survey  on  Vessels  and  Goods  damaged 
or  supposed  to  be  damaged  by  Stress  of  Weather,  accidents  at  Sea, 
bad  storage,  or  other  Cause  is  specified  and  designated,  viz^,  By  a 
Writ  or  Warrant  from  the  Judge  of  Admiralty  directed  to  the  War- 
dens of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  for  the  Time  being,  or  any  two  of 
them,  who  are  to  make  report  of  their  Proceedings  thereon,  which 
Report  is  filed  in  the  Admiralty  office,  and  the  Parties  requiring  it 
are  furoished  with  Copies  of  the  original  Report,  certified  by  the 
Register  &  under  the  Seal  of  the  Admiralty.  And  this  certified 
Copy  is  admitted  as  Evidence  in  all  foreign  Countries  where  general 
Admiralty  Law  is  reoognised-  According  to  this  mode,  hath  such 
Survey  hitherto  been  conducted. 

On  the  8^^  Instant,  I  was  applied  to  by  Nathaniel  LewiSj  Master 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  XV.,  p.  615. 
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of  the  Brig  Adveiitnre,  infonniDg  that  he  was  lately  bound  from 
this  Port  of  Philadelphia  to  Barbadoes,  bat  meetiDg  with  damage  at 
Sea  was  obliged  to  put  back  for  Repairs,  &  requiring  a  Survey  to  be 
had  on  his  Vessel— -And  a  Writ  was  accordingly  issaed  directed  to 
the  Wardens  of  the  Port  in  the  nsnal  Form. 

On  the  20%  I  received  a  written  note  from  the  Board  of  Wardens 
requesting  my  attendance  at  their  Office,  as  they  wished  to  converse 
with  me  on  a  matter  which  seemed  to  interfere  with  the  Admiralty 
Jurisdiction.  I  attended  accordingly,  when  I  was  informed  that  a 
Survey  had  been  made  on  the  Brig  Adventure  in  Pursuance  of  my 
Writ,  and  they  were  drawing  out  their  Report,  when  William  Alii- 
bone,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Board,  received  a  Paper  entitled  a  War- 
rant of  Survey  on  the  same  Brig  Adventure,  directed  to  himself  and 
Joshua  Humphreys  Ship  Carpenter,  dated  the  15^  Instant,  purport- 
ing to  be  in  Pursuance  of  a  British  Act  of  Parliament  &  signed  P. 
Bond,  Consnl.  This  Paper  the  Board  of  Wardens  put  into  my 
Hands  &  requested  my  opinion  thereon. 

As  this  is  the  first  Instance  of  the  kind  that  hath  ocourr'd,  to  my 
Knowledge,  as  no  other  foreign  Consul  hath  claimed  or  assumed  the 
Exercise  of  this  universally  acknowledged  Branch  of  Admiralty 
Jurisdiction,  and  as  I  know  of  no  Convention  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Court  of  London  investing  the  British 
Consul  with  this  Power :  I  thought  it  necessary  to  submit  the  matter 
to  the  Consideration  of  your  Honourable  Board,  and  for  this  Pur- 
pose I  enclose  the  original  Paper  called  a  Warrant  of  Survey  issued 
by  Phineas  Bond,  Esquire,  as  ConsoL 
I  have  the  Honor  to  he^ 
with  all  due  Respect, 

your  Honour's  most  obedient 

and  most  faithful  Humble  Servant, 

FRAS.  HOPKINSON.* 
Pbikdelphiay  August  21*^  1788. 

Indorsed^ 

Read  in  Council  August  22"',  1788,  and  referred  to  the  Honora- 
ble the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court — and  The  Attorney  General 
for  their  Opinion  thereon. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

for  Charles  Biddle,  Sec'ry. 
Directed^ 
His  Exo'y  the  President  &  Hon'ble.  Supreme  Executive  Coanoil. 
♦  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  617. 
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Lt.  Jamss  Marshall  to  Fbss.  Franklin,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  22d  August,  1788. 
Sir, 

From  numerous  applications  by  the  fronteer  Inhabitants,  in  the 
Countj  of  Washington,  especially  in  that  part  of  the  County,  where 
the  famlies  were  killed  last  fall ;  I  found  it  necessary  early  in  the 
spring  to  order  on  duty,  about  twenty  men,  and  to  continue  from 
time  to  time,  nearly  that  number.  As  there  has  been  no  provision 
made  for  victualing  our  Militia  when  in  actual  service,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  make  myself  liable  for  the  greatest  part,  the  Victualing 
Expended  in  that  way,  and  in  some  Instances  have  been  under  the 
necessity  of  advancing  Cash.  I  therefore  hope  your  Hon'ble  Board 
will  make  such  provision  as  may  be  necessary  for  supplying  the 
Militia  that  may  be  called  into  actual  service,  in  future,  as  well  as 
for  paying  the  supplies  already  made. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  Highest  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obd't 

and  very  Humble  Servant, 

JAMES  MARSHALL. 

Lieut.  W.  Co'y.* 
DiVcctec?, 
On  public  service. 

His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklip,   Esquire,  President, 
Philadelphia. 

♦  See  Col  Roc,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  517. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


878 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  178S. 


no 
3 


a 

o 
a 


-s 


.a 


s 

a. 

B 

o 


B 
55 


S 


00 

i 


»o 


00  1-^  g 


GO 

oo 


ea  O    K^  C    O    O 

S       S  r2  "^  -^  "^  jfl 
d        S9  J3  V?  'X  'X  ^ 


■a-SS' 


QO 


D 


I 


5  :;3  -ft  P 


35  231S  ®  o  2*2  "g-S      1^ 

^JQoQ^Jfe  00  QO  fa  00       C^ 


c:) 


0 

a 
o 
m 


^      -r 


S^ 


to  J! 


s  e  8 


i»?^«»^^fi»?,? 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVBS   1788.  879 

/ 
CiBOULAB  OF  Council  to  Libuts.  of  CourtibS)  1788. 

(Gironlar.) 
Sooretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  August  22d,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Council  to  desire  you  will  send  to  them  the 
^'  actual  returns  of  all  persons  within  your  County  made  subject  by 
''  Law  to  the  performance  of  Militia  duties,  together  with  a  return 
**  of  the  Persons  who  have  actually  attended  on  Muster  days  within 
«  the  years  1785,  1786,  and  1787." — As  these  returns  are  wanted 
to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  sessions,  you  are 
requested  to  send  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am,  Sir,. 

Tour  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Sec'y. 
To  the  Lieutenants  of  the  several  counties. 


Saml.  Hodgdon  to  Sec'y  Biddlb,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  23d  August,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  Arms  at  Carlisle  are  divided  into  parcels  of  One  hundred 
each  and  are  to  be  sold  in  lots.  I  will  endeavour  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  Council  by  reserving  the  Number  you  mention,  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature  is  known — or  at  all  events  to  furnish 
them,  if  those  offered  for  sale  at  Carlisle  should  command  such  a 
price  as  to  induce  me  to  dispose  of  the  whole. 

1  shall  however,  be  in  Town  again  soon  after  the  Assembly  is 
convened  and  will  certify  Council  more  fully  on  the  subject. 
With  esteem,  yours, 

SAMUEL  HODQBON, 

Commiss'ry  Mil.  Stores. 
Directed, 

Charles  Biddle,  Esq. 


BoBBBT  Galbraith,  Ac,  TO  Prbs.  Fbaneuk,  1788. 

Huntingdon,  August  2Sd,  1788. 
Sir, 

With  the  utmost  Regret  we  find  ourselves  Once  more  Under  the 
disagreeable  Necessity  of  Informing  Tour  Excellency  that  Our  part 
of  the  State  is  Still  torn  and  distracted  by  the  Machinations  of  wicked 
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and  evil  disposed  persons.  A  few  days  after  Our  last  letter  to  yonr 
Honoofable  Board  from  Messrs.  Smi^h  &  Henderaon,  A  party  armed 
with  Bludgeons,  about  twenty  in  Number^  headed  by  Abraham 
Smith,  William  M'Cune  &  Samuel  Clinton,  the  latter  of  them  a 
most  Notorious  Kioter,  came  into  the  Town  and  violently  beat  Mr. 
Alexander  Irwin,  One  of  Our  Citizens.  Some  of  the  Same  Riotous 
party,  whose  names  &  persons  we  have  Not  been  able  properly  to 
ascertain,  have  frequently,  at  night,  assaulted  Our  Houses  with 
Showers  of  Stones.  Threats  have  been  Sent  from  all  parts  of  the 
County  that  Death — or  what  is  to  a  man  of  feeling  worse — Cropping 
Tarring,  &c.,  should  be  inflicted  On  Us  or  any  other  Officer  of  the 
County  who  Should  Attempt  to  put  the  Laws  in  Force.  On  Wed- 
nesday last  about  One  hundred  and  eighty  men  collected  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  County — Some  few  of  the  Townsmen  among 
them,  paraded  the  Streets,  not  with  Muskets,  as  before,  altho'  we 
have  Reason  to  believe  they  had  a  number  Secreted.  They  were 
headed  by  William  M'Elroy,  Abraham  Smith,  John  Smith  &  John 
Little,  Esq.,  One  of  the  County  Justices,  what  their  intentions  were 
we  know  not.  But  hearing  from  many  different  Quarters  that 
they  were  determined  to  destroy  some  of  Us,  We  collected  a  few 
friends  of  Government  and  Some  Arms  and  Met  at  the  House  of 
Benjamin  Elliot,  Esq.  Our  Sheriff  Resolved,  if  any  attack  was 
made,  to  repel  Force  with  Force,  &  to  the  Utmost  defend  Our  Own 
Lives.  This  Salutary  precaution,  of  which  we  are  Satisfied,  their 
Spies  had  given  them  Information,  was  without  Doubt,  the  Reason 
of  their  Not  committing  any  Violence  that  Day.  After  marching 
with  Colours  flying  &  Fifes  playing  thro'  the  town,  they  held,  what 
they  called  an  Election,  at  the  House  of  William  Kerr,  for  Members 
to  meet  in  Convention  at  Louisburg,  as  wo  have  been  informed.  At 
this  Election  they  excluded  from  voting  every  One  who  did  Not 
march  with  them,  and  admitted  promiscuously  every  one  who  did. 
A  number  of  Insults  were  thrown  Out  against  the  Government^  but 
no  personal  Injury  done. 

To  Your  Honourable  Board,  as  the  Supreme  Executive  Power  of 
the  State,  we  apply  for  such  Assistance  in  Support  of  Govern- 
ment; as  to  your  Wisdoms  shall  seem  proper.* 

We  are  your  most  Obedient,  Humble  Servants^, 

ROBERT  GALBRAITH, 
THOMAS  DUNCAN  SMITH, 
AND.  HENDERSON, 
BENJ'N  ELLIOT. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  Pennsylvania. 

»  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  636-542. 
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Phinbas  Bond  to  Sbc'y  Bxddlb,  1T88. 

Mr.  Bond  presents  his  Compliments  to  Mr.  Biddle.  He  has  been 
informed  a  Memorial  from  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,^  has  been 
presented  to  the  Gonncil,  relative  to  some  Proceedings  in  the  Repairs 
of  a  British  Vessel ;  the  mode  of  which  is  directed  by  a  British 
Act  of  Parliament,  defining  in  Terms  of  precision,  the  Oondact  Ao 
be  porsned  by  the  Consal,  and  by  the  Master  of  the  Vessel. 

If  it  be  not  contrary  to  the  Orders  of  the  Hon.  Coancil,  Mr. 
Biddle  will  confer  a  Favor  npon  Mr.  Bond,  by  directing  him  to  be 
famished  with  a  Copy  of  the  Memorial. f 

Second  Street,  Aug't  26th,  1788. 
Direcied^ 

Charles  Biddle  Esq.,  Secretary,  to  the  Hon.,  the  Supreme  Execa- 
iive  ConncU  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Zeb.  Butlbr  to  Prbs.  Frahklin— Wyoming,  1788. 

Wilksbarre,  August  26,  1788. 
Sir: 

This  may  inform  your  Excellency  and  Council,  that  agreeable  to 
reqneat,  I  held  the  election  of  officers  for  the  upper  Battalion,  and 
the  enclosed  are  the  persons  who  were  chosen  to  command  the 
Battalion  and  the  several  Companies,  which  compose  said  Battalion. 
John  Jenkins  and  John  Swift,  by  Esquire  Gk>re,  I  am  informed  are 
oat  of  the  State;  and  it  is  pretty  generally  known,  that  they  are 
making  all  possible  preparations  to  remove  their  families.  This  eir- 
eonstanoe,  I  thought  necessary  to  mention  that  Council  might  give 
further  directions  for  &  new  election.  I  would  likewbe  Inform 
Council,  that  by  the  advice  of  authority,  I  held  the  last  election  in 
different  places.  -  The  reasons  why  I  adopted  this  method,  were  the 
inoonveniency  of  the  people's  assembling  at  one  place.  This  I 
suppose  was  not  altogether  conformable  to  the  law  regulating  elec- 
tions ;  but  when  I  inform  that  the  district  is  exceedingly  lengthy ; 
perhaps  the  method  by  Council,  may  not  altogether  be  deem'd  in- 
proper  or  ineligible.  If  it  should  be,  your  Excellency's  and  Coun- 
eiPs  pleasure  will  be,  (I  trust,)  signified  in  the  directions  for  holding 
another  election.  Also  is  enclosed  the  ohoioe  of  Officers  made  by 
the  light  Braggoons  and  Infantry  Companies.  That  election  of  the 
light  Draggoons,  was  once  before  held  ]  but  as  it  was  not  perfectly 
consistent  with  law;  I  thought  proper  to  assemble  them  again; 
which  being  done,  they  proceeded  and  ratified  their  former  choice, 


•  See  p.  876.  f  See  Col.  Rec:,  Vol.  XT.^  p  620 
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by  the  uplifting  of  bands*  If  thifl  abtU  be  deem'd  xUegnl^  when 
direcUons  are  given,  I  shall  summon  the  company  to  another  elec- 
tion. In  the  meantime  I  have  the  honoor  to  bcj  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

ZEB'N  BUTLER.* 

P.  S. — ^Vacancies  in  the  Companies  of  the  lower  Battalion  are 
fiHed  upy  which  are  on  the  return ;  I  would  just  mention  those 
whose  Commission  were  not  sent  on.  Whether  I  shall  proceed  to 
call  other  election  or  not  ? 

Z.B. 
Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency,  Benj'n  Franklin,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed. — Read  Sept  I,  postponed  to  the  3d. 


Board  of  Treas't  to  Delegates  ik  Congress — ^Erie^ 

1788, 

Board  of  Treasury,  August  28, 1788. 
Gentlemen, 

The  United  States  in  Congress,  having  by  their  act  of  the  20th 
Instant,  determined  that  no  Reservatjons  are  in  their  jadgment, 
necessary  to  be  made  on  account  of  the  United  States,  in  a  certain 
Tract  of  Land,  contained  in  the  interval  betwixt  a  meridian  Line, 
mtt  between  Like  Erie  and  the  State  of  PeHsylvania;  and  the 
Boundaries  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  Massaobusetts.  We  beg 
leave  to  acquaint  you  that  we  accept  your  Proposal  for  the  purehaae 
of  the  said  tract,  on  behalf  of  the  state  of  Pennsilvania,  as  ex- 
pressed in  your  letter  of  the  7th  July,  1788. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect,  Gentlemen, 

your  obedient  humble  Servants, 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
ARTHUR  LEB.f 
Indorudf 

Delegates  proposal  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  for  the  purchase  of. 
the  Lake  Brie  lands ;  and  tke  Boards  acceptance  of  the  ptoposaL 

Dirtdedj 
To  the  Honorable  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania* 

*  See  page  386,  and  Gol.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p«  526. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  624,  628,  630. 
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Copy— Delegates  to  Board  or  Tkbasury.— Erie,  1788.' 

We  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  oompliapce 
with  instmctionSj  and  in  virtue  of  powers,  received  from  the  said 
State,  do  hereby  offer  to  contract  (in  behalf  of  the  said  State,)  with 
the  Honble  Board  of  treasury,  for  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  contained  in  the  interval  betwixt  a  Meridian  Line, 
ran  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
Boundaries  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  at  the 
rate  of  three-fourth  of  a  dollar  per  acre ;  payable  in  Qold  or  Silver, 
or  in  public  securities  of  the  United  States,  bearing  interest ;  when 
the  quantity  ascertained  by  actual  survey,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  7th  of  June,  1788.* 
(Signed.)  WM.  BINGHAM, 

^      JAMES  R  REID, 
True  Copy, 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
ARTHUR  LEE. 
New  York,  July  7,  1788.  • 


QpIinOK  OP  JUBGSS  ON  AN  ADMIRALTY  CaSS>  1788. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  Honorable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania*. 

We,  whose  names  are  under-written,  have  read  &  considered  the 
Letter  to  Yon  from  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  the  21"*  in- 
stant,'}'and  also  the  paper  transmitted  therewith,  dated  the  Ib^  instant, 
and  under  the  hand  &  seal  of  the  British  Consul,  which  have  been 
referred  to  us  for  our  opinion  thereon ;  and  now  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  a  due  deference  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  foreign  Nations  ought 
at  all  times  to  be  paid,  where  they  do  not  interfere  with  the  muni- 
cipal laws  &  jurisdiction  of  this  State — That  Commissions  for  the 
taking  the  depositions  of  witnesses,  &c.,  have  been  frequentlv  sent 
by  our  courts  of  justice  to  British  subjects.  Gentlemen  in  Office, 
Merchants  and  others  in  London  &  elsewhere,  and  in  every  instance 
complied  with  &  executed — And  that  we  do  not  discover  in  the  present 
case,  that  the  jurisdiction  or  rights  of  the  court  of  Admiralty  of  this 
State  have  been  violated. 

The  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  warrant  of  survey,  signed  by  the 
British  Consul,  is  an  Act,  which  it  seems,  is  required  to  be  done  by 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  and  oontains  in  it  only  a  request,  not  a 
eommand.     Upon  the  whole,  we  humbly  conceive,  that  an  indulgence 

*  See  pp.  808,  881.  f  See  pp.  875,  818. 
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of  thifl  sort  may  &  ongbt  to  be  permittod  to  all  foreignersi  for  the 
^aae  and  benefit  of  oommeroe;  and  the  more  especially  to  such  who 
observe  a  reciprocity. 

Phihdelphia^  Angost  the  2S^,  1788. 

THOS.  M'KEAN, 
WM.  BRADFORD,  jun. 


S.  PowKL,  Prbsidbnt  Agricultural  Society  to  V.  P. 

MUHLBNBBRG — HeSSIAN  FlT,   1788. 

Sir, 

I  have  JQst  now  received  your  Notification  of  the  Desire  of  the 
Sapreme  Executive  Council,  to  be  informed  of  various  Particulars 
relative  to  the  Hessian  Fly.^  The  society  for  promoting  Agri- 
culture, to  whom  this  Request  is  addressed,  meets  To  morrow 
Evening,  wben  this  shall  be  laid  before  them.  I  have  not  a  Doabt 
that  they  will  most  chearfuUy  communicate  everr  Information  that 
Aey  are  possessed  of  relative  to  this  destructive  insect. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedt  humble  Servt. 

SAMUEL  POWEL. 

September  1, 1788. 
Directed, 
The  Honble.  P.  Muhlenberg,  Esq. 


Return  op  Field  Officers  elected — upper  Battalion — 
IN  Luzerne,  1788. 

A  Return  of  Field  &  Company  Officers,   elected  in  the   upper 
Battalion  in  the  County  of  Luzern,  1788. 

John  Jenkins,  Lient.  Col. 

John  Swifl,  Major. 

f  Soloman  Bennet,  Capt. 

Tioga  Compy.  •<  Lucas  Detrick,  Lieut. 

(^JohnDepew,  Ensn. 

(  John  Spalding,  Capt. 

Sheshequena  Compy;   <  Samuel  Gore,  Lieut. 

(  Samuel  South  worth,  Ensn. 

♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  628-626. 
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C  Boewell  Franklhg,  Gapt 

Wjasook  Compj.         -j  Jehiel  Frankling,  Lieut. 

(^  Isaac  Strope^  Edsq. 

C  Martm  Dudkjy  Capt. 

Meshpping  Compy.      i  Joseph  Kilburn,  Lieut 

(^  David  Wooddward,  Eqbq. 

r  Justus  JoneSi  Capt. 

Tuukhannuok  Compj.s  Ebeoezer  StephenSi  Lieut. 

L  Joseph  Arthur^  Ensn. 

C  Daniel  Shaw,  Capt. 

Wjlnsiuk  Com  p        <  Joseph  Elliot,  Lieut. 

(Stephen  Durell,  Ensn. 

C  Jonathan  Newman^  Capt 

Pitts  Town  Compy.      <  Henry  Harding^  Lieut 

(^  Roger  Searls;  Ensn. 

(  Peter  Harris,  Capt. 

Exeter  Compy.  i  Thomas  Hardingi  Lieut 

(Oliver  Harding  Ensn.      % 

The  feregoing  is  a  true  Return  as  made  to  me  by  the  sevend  In- 
spectors agreeable  to  Law. ' 
Wilks-Barre,  August  26th;  1788. 

His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council,  f   ZE6N.  BUTLER,* 

I       County  Lieut 


S.  POWBLL,  PRBSIDTOT  OF  AOHICTJLTTJRAL  SOOIBTT,  TO  V.  P. 
MUHLBNBEBG — HbSSIAN  FLT,  1788. 

Sir, 

The  Philadelphia  Society  for  promoting  Agriculture,  before 
whom  I  had  the  Honor  of  kying  the  Enquiries  addressed  to  them 
by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  subject 
of  the  Hessian  Fly,  have  directed  me  to  assure  your  honorable 
Board  that,  from  every  communication  made  to  them  on  that  subs' 
ject,  they  are  decidly  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  Plant  of  the  wheat 
alone,  that  is  injured  by  this  destructive  Insect — that  what  Grain 
happens  to  be  produced  from  such  plants  is  sound  and  good — and 
that  this  Insect  is  not  propagated  by  sowing  wheat  which  grew 
on  Fields  infested  with  it 

For  the  best  InformatioD,  relative  to  the  other  Enquiries,  the 
Society  beg  Leave  to  refer  your  honorable  Board  to  the   Feuftr 

•  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  626. 
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aylvania  Mercury  of  June  8,  September  14,  1787,  &  July  1,  1788 
and  to  the  Pennsylvania  Paokett  of  August  21,  1788. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subacribe,  ^ 

myself^  in  the  Name  of  the  Society, 

Sir,  your  most  obedt.  humble  servt. 

SAMUEL  POWEL,  Presidt » 
Philadelphia,  September  8, 1788. 

Direciedy 

Honble.  P.   Muhlenberg,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Memorial  op  Inhabitants  of  Luzernb  Co.— Wyomino, 

1788. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  assembly  met. 

T^he  Memorial  &  address  of  the  inhabitanta  of  the  oonnty  of 
Luzerne, 

Most  respectfully  sheweth, 

That  with  the  meet  honest  intention  we  uniformly  present  our 
respectful  Thanks  to  your  honorable  House  for  publishing  a  Bill 
confirming  to  us  those  seventeen  townships  which  are  named  in  the 
Bill. 

We  now  look  up  to  your  honors  as  our  fathers,  Guardians  and 
Protectors,  to  Pass  said  Bill  into  a  Law  and  grant  us  the  Priveledge 
jto  Divide  said  liands  among  our  self,  agreeable  to  our  Conneetic«t 
holding,  which  will  not  onlv  save  Cost  to  the  State,  but  will  give  us 
the  greatest  satisfaction  and  enable  us,  if  there  should  be  any  vacant 
rights,  to  Distributo  the  same  to  our  fellow  sufferers  who  are  not 
comprehended  in  this  Bill. 

Thus  will  you  increase  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Great  and  Flourish- 
ing State,  and  will  give  Joy  and  comfort  to  the  widow  &  Fatherless. 
And  we  aa  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray, 

Samuel  Allen,  Benja.  Roberts, 

Nathaniel  Cfaapmani  Samuel  Bonnet, 

Josiah  Kellogg,  fiezekiah  Roberts,  Jan. 

Joaiah  Eves,  Jacob  Roberts, 

Joel  Hoikomb|  Jonathfin  RogerS|  Jqh.i 

Daniel  Ross,  Samuel  Ayres, 

Joaiah  Evee  Junior,  John  Doil, 

John  EBickerbaoker,  Bei\j.  DaviS| 

*  Soe  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  fr24,  626 
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Joel  AthertoD,  Thos.  BemMfcy 

Eleanor,  — — Alden, 

Jamea  Bidlack,  Alden^ 

Hezekiah  Roberts,  Mary  Comstock, 

Indorted, 

[Read  1  time  Sept.  4,  1788,  Read  2  time  Sep.  9  &  Refd.  to 
the  Grand  Cmm*''  on  the  Wyoming  bussinesa.] 


Sbcrbtary  op  Congrbss  to  Pbbs.  Fbanklik,  1788. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Sep.  4th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  Ezcellenoy  herewith  en- 
closed an  act  of  the  United  States  in  congress  asssembled,  by  which 
they  relinquish  aud  transfer  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  jaris- 
diction  of  the  tr&ct  of  land  on  lake  Erie,  which  the  State  has  agreed 
to  parcbase  of  the  United  States.* 

With  great  respect,  ^ 

I  hate  the  honor  to  be, 
yonr  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

&  most  humble  servant, 

OHA.  THOMSON. 

Bis  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  Pennsylvania. 


.  Resolution  op  Coj^grbss — Erib,  1788. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

September  4, 1788. 
Whereas  it  appears  that  the  Board  of  Treasury  in  conformity  to 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  6th  June  last,f  have  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  behalf  of 
the  said  State,  for  the  tract  of  land  bounded  east  agreeably  to  the 
cession  of  Western  territory,  by  the  States  of  Massachusetts  &  New 
Tork,  south  by  Pennsylvania,  north  &  west  by  lake  Erie — and 
whereas,  the  said  tract  is  entirely  separated  from  the  other  lands  -of 
the  western  territory,  over  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  extends ;  and  whereas  under  these  circumstances  it  will  be 

•*  Col.  Reo.,  Tel.  XV.,  p.  MO. 
.f  aee|9..i{0BraiB.  ..... 
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expedient  for  Uie  Stete  of  Pennsylvania  to  hold  and  ezereiBe  joris- 
^ction  over  the  traot  afoiesaid,  therefore 

Besolyed^That  the  United  States  do  hereby  relinqnish,  and  trans- 
fer all  their  right,  title  and  claim  to  the  government  and  jurisdiction 
of  the  said  tract  of  land,  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  forever :  and 
it  is  hereby  declared  and  made  known  that  the  laws  and  public  acts 
of  the  said  State  shall  extend  over  every  part  of  the  same  trapt  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  same  had  been  or  gintlly  within 
the  charter  bounds  of  the  said  Stote — provided  that  the  inhabitante 
of  the  said  tract  shall  be  mainteined  in  all  the  rigbte  and  privileges 
which  other  Citisens  of  the  said  Stete  of  Pennsylvania  are  now  or 
may  hereafter  be  constitutionally  entitled  to  enjoy. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Thomas  Fishkb  to  Council,  1788. 

Gentlemen, 

I  find  that  much  disputing  and  contention  is  carrying  on  conoem- 
coming  an  Election  held  for  Justices  of  the  peace  in  the  District 
where  I  Lived  for  a  Great  Length  of  time,  and  had  the  honour  to 
hold  that  Commission  for  near  about  Eleven  years,  (all  which  doabt- 
less  will  be  Laid  before  your  honours) — from  my  particular  know- 
ledge of  the  District  and  Information  which  I  have  from  being  since 
the  Election  different  times  amongst  the  people,  I  think  it  my  Indis- 
pensible  Duty  (having  my  Lands  &  Children  in  the  District)  to  men- 
tion a  few  things  to  your  honours — first  then  I  beg  Leave  to  mention 
to  your  honours  that  the  person  now  acting  by  your  Commission  has 
been  Enga^  in  doing  business  as  a  Clerk  or  Conveyancer  in  the 
District  for  many  years,  bears  an  Unblemished  Character,  has  spent 
time  and  been  at  Great  pains  many  times  to  oompose  difiFerenoee 
amongst  his  neighbours,  and  has  dedicated  part  of  his  time  to  study  the 
Law,  and  certainly  can  be  of  much  Greater  use  Both  to  the  district 
and  county  at  Large  in  that  Commission  than  any  other  in  the  dis- 
trict— ^and  I  would  farther  Inform  your  honours  that  it  is  the  utmost 
difficulty  to  hold  an  Election  of  Like  kind  in  that  district,  as  there 
is  a  many  small  tenements  in  a  town  within  the  district,  and  often 
selling  and  buying,  and  removing  from>place  to  place,  and  baring 
Joint  Intereste  in  houses  &  Lands,  &o.,  that  it  is  morally  Impossible 
for  Judges,  Inspectors,  &  Constables  to  determine  upon  a  day  of 
Election  who  has  the  right  of  a  free  holder  to  vote,  and  it  appears 
hard  in  a  Land  of  freedom  to  devest  or  hinder  any  person  to  vote 
because  his  freehold  is  but  small,  or  because  it  may  be  conceived  he 
has  not  paid  for  his  premises,  or  haa  not  obteined  his  deed,  as  those 
sort  of  people  has  most  to  depend  on  the  magistimte — from  all  which 
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I  think  your  hooonn  wfll  be  of  my  o^nion,  tbftt  iwrdly  any  Bk«« 
tion  of  Like  kind  can  be  held  emoDgst  Iletento  eoantry  people  but  • 
what  will  afford  Oromtd  of  diepate.  But  from  my  particular  Ae* 
qnatntanoe  with  most  part  of  the  Judges,  luspeotors  and  CoBatableB, 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  acted  with  a  fair  and  honest  In* 
tentioUy  and  I  am  certain  that  the  person  now  in  GommissioB  will  be 
satiafiietory  to  the  Greater  part  in  the  district — and  if  they  should 
have  another  Election  it  may  be  subject  to  dispute,  either  that  they 
were  too  scrupulous  in  admitting  Votes,  or  otherwise,  or  perhaps 
wome  one  or  two  may  slip  in  who  has  not  taken  the  oath  of  aliegi- 
tnoe,  80  that  the  district  will  be  kept  in  continual  confasion,  and 
without  a  magistrate,  and  perhaps  only  to  Gratify  an  Individual  or 
two,  fto.,  these  things  I  with  the  utmost  difidence  beg  your  honours 
attention  to — ^as  they  are  matters  of  fact  which  will  be  found  so 
upon  the  strictest  inquiry. 

As  also  I  conceive  that  where  Judges  k  Inspectors  not  being  ac« 
qiiainted  with  the  Election  Laws,  and  not  beiog  furnished  therewith, 
may  easyly  mistake  and  prevent  some  who  perhaps  had  a  rjght,  & 
admit  others  who  had  not,  but  I  am  well  Informed  that  any  Vote 
which  appeared  dubious  was  refered  to  a  Magistrate  who  was  pre- 
sent, and  was  taken  or  Rejected  as  he  and  they  judged  was  according 
to  Law — although  perhaps  they  might  have  been  Mistaken  in  some 
points,  yet  I  am  well  convinced  they  meant  what  was  just,  honest  & 
&ir,  &o. 

I  am,  I>  Gentlemen, 
with  the  utmost  Respect  &  Concern, 

your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

THOS.  FISHER. 

York  Town,  September  8th,  1788. 

Directed^ 

To  the  honourable,  the  Supream  Executive  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Favoured  by  Joseph  Lilly,  Esqr. 


Report  op  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  Assembly.— 
Erie,  1788. 

A  Report  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  they  have  negotiated  with  Congress  for  purchasing  the  land 
contained  in  the  interval  betwixt  a  meridian  line  run  between  Lake  Erie 
and  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania,  and  the  boundaries  of  the  States  of  New 
York  and  Massachusetts,  at  the  rate  of  three  quarters  of  a  dollar  per 
acre,  pavablc  in  Gold  or  Silver,  or  in  public  Securitiee  of  the  United 
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Stfties,  boariiig  tetertiBd^  wkeD  the  qoanUt;  to  Moeriabed  by  aettial 
«eiiiTey  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  a  resdution  of  CongresB  of  4fae 
sixth  of  last  June.  As  more  fully  appears  by  the  aooompanyiog  in- 
Btraotions  to  our  Delegates  in  CdngresSy  of  the  fourteenth  day  of 
June  last — their  proposals  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the  seventh 
of  July  -—and  the  said  Board's  final  aoeeptanoe  of  the  Terms  on  the 
twenty  eighth  day  of  August  last.* 

An  Estimate  of  other  probable  expenditures  that  may  be  immrred 
by  the  purchase  ia  herewith  presented,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
Nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

To  conclude  the  business  with  the  United  States,  it  now  remaioa 
for  the  General  Assembly^ to  make  the  requisite  appropriation  of 
public  securities^  and  to  assign  funds  whence  the  other  expenees  may 
be  drawn.f 

1788,  Septr.  I 


EstiiIatb  of  Expbnsb  of  the  Lakb  Erib  Lands,  of  thb 
Six  Nations  of  Indians,  1788. 

An  Estimate  of  the  Expence  that  may  probably  attend  the  buaineas 
of  the  Lake  Erie  Lands,  if  it  should  be  directed  to  purohase  the 
claim  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians. 

Supposed  price  in  yarious  suitable  articles  amounting 

1000  Dollars,*  £375 

Provisions  of  diflPerent  kinds,  100 

Charges  of  Waggonage,  Boat  hire,  &c.,  150 

Pay  of  Commissioners,  hire  of  Interpreters,  Runners,  &e.,  250 

Presents  to  the  Great  Men,  75 


£950 


V.  P.  MUHLBNBBRG  TO   SpBAKER  OF  ASSBMBLY — ^ErIB, 

1788. 

In  Council, 

Phikdelphia,  September  8<S  1788. 
Sir, 

By  direction  of  the  Board,§  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  you, 
for  the  Consideration  of  the  Genersl  Assembly,  An  Act  of  Congress 

*  See  pages  382,  388. 

f  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  628,  580,  582. 

I  See  page  246. 

{  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  680. 
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the  fourth  inetaBt^*  by  whkh  tlie  United  Statetf  nUeqiiidi 
and  tnmflfar  to  the  State  of  PenosjlyaDia  all  their  Rights  Title  ami 
Claim  to  the  Gofeniment  and  Jnrisdiction  of  the  Traet  of  Land  <» 
Lake  Erie,  which  the  State  has  agreed  to  purchaae  of  the  United 
States. 

By  aeoonnta  received  from  Pittohnrgh,  a  pacific  disposition  is  mani- 
fested on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  and  there  is  now  reason  to  ezpeot 
a  large  meeting  of  the  Northern  and  Western  Tribes  at  Mjoskingnm, 
to  hold  a  Treaty  with  the  Gontinentel  Commissionen.  This  &vorar 
Ue  opportunity  ought  not,  in  the  opinion  of  Coanoil,  to  be  missed 
— For  altho'  the  qnantity  of  Land  in  the  Triangle  purchased  from 
the  Board  of  Treasury  cannot  be  ascertained  witn  precision  before 
the  necessary  lines  are  run  agreeable  to  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the 
sixth  day  of  June  last,  jet,  as  a  great  part  of  the  Ezpence  attending 
Treaties  with  Indians  is  incurr^  by  collecting  and  furnishing  them 
with  provisions;  charges  which,  in  this  Instance,  may  be  avoided. 

Council,  therefore,  earnestly  recommend  the  appointing  Commis- 
moners  on  the  part  of  this  State  to  attend  the  ensuing  Treaty  for 
purchamng  from  the  Indians  who  may  appear  to  have  just  Claims  to 
the  same,  the  whole  of  the  Triangle  aforesaid,  as  nearly  as  the  bounds 
of  the  same  may  be  ascertained  by  the  best  informati<m  which  can 
be  now  obtained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and 

very  bumble  Servant, 

P.  MUHLENBERG. 

Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  Speaker  of  the  Genersl 
Assembly. 

Read  I  time  Sept.  9, 1788.  Read  2  time,  &  refe'.to  Mr.  Lowiy, 
Mr.  Irwin  b  Mr.  Findley. 


V*  P,  Mt^HLENBERa  TO  Briq.  Gen.  Josiah  Harmar,  1788. 

In  Council,  ^ 

Philad*,  Wednesday,  September  9«*,  1788.  ^ 
Dear  General, 

Your  favor  of  the  30*^  of  Junef  has  been  for  a  considerable  time 
under  consideration  of  the  Board,  but  owing  to  the  embarrassment 
The  Executive  labor  under  by  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  Curr^, 

*  See  page  387.  f  See  page  326. 
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we  fbiiiid  that  to  eomplj  with  your  requesly  relative  to  the  Monej 
mlietted  for  the  recraiting  service,  it  was  absoltitely  neeessary  we  shonld 
lay  the  matter  before  the  House.  This  has  been  done,  i  the  resaU 
I  shall  do  myself  the  Honor  to  oommanieate  as  soon  as  the  House 
determine. 

-  Agreeably  to  your  recommendation,  The  Board  have  appointed 
R.  Allison  Surgeon  to  yonr  Reg*,  &  J.  F.  Garmichael,  Mate.  The 
Board  seem  still  to  adhere  to  their  former  determination  relative  ta 
the  dispute  of  Rank  between  Ziegler,  Ferguson  &e.,  as  They  do  not 
consider  the  Troops  rais'd  by  virtue  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  a«  of  June  1784,  as  Militia. 

The  hurry  of  business  oooasioned  by  the  meeting  of  the  House, 
Ac.,  prevents  me  from  saying  more  on  the  subject  at  present — l 
shall  do  myself  the  Honor  to  write  you  fully  in  a  few  days. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect,  your  most 

obedient  and  very  bumbje  Servant, 
PETER  MUHLENBERG, 

y.  President. 
Honorable  Brigadier  Oeneral  Harmar. 


V.  P.   MUHLENBEBO    TO    6bN.   St.    ClAIR — WESTERN  TbR- 
RITOBY,   1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  Sept'  9**,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  The  Board  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  yonr 
Excellency's  Letter  dated  at  Fort  Harmar,  July  24*^,  containing  an 
account  of  the  attack  made  on  the  Continental  Troops  stationed  at 
the  Falls  of  Muskingum,  by  a  party  of  Indians. 

The  General  Assembly  will  probably  meet,  &  proceed  to  business 
this  day— your  Letter,  together  with  the  resolutions  of  Congress  by 
which  They  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers,  will  be  laid 
before  the  House  immediately;  &  we  flatter  ourselves  such  measures 
will  be  adopted  as  will  fully  answer  your  wishes ;  as  soon  as  this 
.  measure  is  completed,  I  shall  do  myself  the  Honor  to  give  you  imme- 
diate information. 

With  the  highest  respect  &  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient 
and  very  bumble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P. 

His  Excellency  Arthur  S*  Clair,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  Wes- 
tern IVrritory. 
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RSSOLUTION   OF  ASSBUBLT— PUROHASB  07    POWBBE  MaAA- 

zisBy  1788. 

State  oi  Pennsylvania. 
Id  General  Aasembljr, 

Friday,  September  12, 1788— A.  M. 
The  House  reenmed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  that  pert 
of  the  Message  of  Ooanoil  relative  to  the  Onn  powder  Magazine, 
postponed  September  9^,  and  in  debating  the  following  resoln* 
tion,  vis' : 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Ezecntive  Oonncil  be  requested  to 
"  consider  of  a  spot  suitable  for  a  Gun  powder  Magazine  without  the 
**  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  at  a  safe  distance  from  it — And  to  nego- 
^  oiate  the  purchase. '^ 

On  the  question y  <'  Will  the  House  adopt  the  said  resolution  V* 
It  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes,"*^ 

J.gSHALLUS,  Ass^Crk. 

In  Pursuance  with  the  foregoing  Resolutions,  the  Ck>mmittee  of 
Coancil  aforesaid  hereby  give  public  Notice  that  proposals  will  be 
received  from  any  Person  having  suitable  Ground  to  dispose  of  for 
the  Purpose  above  mentioned,  between  the  Hours  of  9  and  12  in  the 
forenoon,  on  week  days,  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  the  State  Hon9e, 
when  proper  times  will  be  appoined  to  vipw  the  Ground  so  o£Pered  to 
sale. 


Deposition  op  William  Smith,  1788. 

Luzerne  County,  ss. 

September  18th,  1788. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  Mathias  Hollenback,  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  County,  The  person  of  William 
Smith,  and  being  duly  Sworn,  Deposeth  and  saith.  That  he,  this  De- 
ponant,  on  the  27th  of  June  Last,  that  he,  this  Deponant,  Being  one 
of  Capt.  John  Paul  Schoots  company  of  Light  Dragoons,  on  an  Ex- 
pedition up  the  River  Susquehannah  in  order  to  retake  Colo.  Timothy  - 
Pickering  from  the  Insurgents,  He,  this  Deponant,  often  Urged  said 
Capt.  Schoots  to  be  more  Expeditious  on  his  March,  or  else  this 
deponant  feared  they  would  not  come  up  with  the  Insurgents. 
Schoots  replyed  to  this  Deponant  that  ho  had  no  inclination  to  be  in 
too  much  of  a  hurry,  for  be  f  jared  the  insurgents  would  be  too  Strong 
for  them,  He  chose  to  delay  his  March  untill  the  Company  of  foot 

♦  See  Col.  Kec,  V.  XV.,  p.  585. 
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etme  forward.  Captain  Sohoote  went  no  fnrtber  than  Jonea  that 
night,  which  waa  about  Sixteen  milea  from  Wilkesborrogh,  and 
this  Deponant  farther  saith  thai  the  eonld  have  easy  went  30  miles 
where  the  party  lay  that  Night  that  took  Col.  Pickerinff.  This 
Deponant  and  many  othera  of  the  Company,  urged  said  Sohoots  to 

Eosh  on  to  Tanckhannook,  where  the  insurgents  lay  that  night,  which 
e  expressly  refused  to  do ;  and  this  Deponant  further  saith  that 
Baid  Sohoots  delayeth  the  March  untill  nine  or  Ten.  o'Cloek  the  next 
day,  (which  was  the  28th  of  June)  Then,  on  the  said  day,  Gapk 
Sohoots  Delayed  the  March  as  before,  (the  foot  not  Coming  up)  aad 
this  Deponant  continued  to  urge  Capt.  Schoots  to  be  more  expeditioa% 
Then  Sohoots  reply'd  to  this  Deponant  that  they  must  do  something 
and  make  a  bluster.  In  order  to  satisfy  Goyemment,  if  they  went 
but  a  few  miles  after  them  it  would  be  sufficient,  for  Oovemment 
would  not  know  but  they  had  done  their  Endeavours  to  takejthem^ 
and  that  they're  turning  out  and  making  a  Bluster  would  gain  the 
Company  a  great  name ;  and  further  this  Deponant  saith  not. 

WM.  SMITH. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this 
13th  day  of  Septenft)er,  1788. 
Before  me, 

MATHIAS  HOLLENBACK. 


Deposition  of  John  Hollenback,  1788. 

Luzerne  County,  ss. 

The  13th  day  of  Sept.,  1788,  before  me,  the  Subscriber,  one  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  County,  Came  John  Hollenback, 
and  was  Doely  sworen  according  to  Law,  Deposeth  &  Saith  that  he, 
the  Deponent,  ware  in  Company  with  Capt.  John  P.  Schoot,  whome 
at  said  time  Commanded  a  Company  of  Light  Dragoons,  and  thea 
had  his  Company  on  Parade,  to  Pursue  a  Number  of  Royetous  Per- 
sons whome  Had  taken  and  Conveyed  away  the  Body  of  Timothy 
Pickering,  Esq.  I  seeing,  as  I  tbougt.  Neglect  in  said  Schoot  as  to 
the  Expedition,  and  also  made  Mention  to  Capt  Schoot  that  I 
thought  by  Appearance  that  the  Expedition  would  be  of  Small  Event, 
Whereupon  said  Schott  Careleslv  Cast  his  head  about  and  Said  it 
would  answer  for  a  Show  to  tho  State,  whereupon  the  Deponent 
Turned  his  Back  and  further  Saith  not. 

JOHN  HOLLENBACK. 
Sworn  &  Subscribed  the  Day  above  Written,  before  me, 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 

Justice  of  tho  Peace. 
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BS^OLUTIONS  OF  GsNBBAL  ASSBMBLT— EbIB,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvania!  In  General  ABsemblj, 
Saturday,  September  IStb,  1788.     A.  M. 
Tbe  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  that  part 
of  the  Message  relative  to  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  Country  on  Lake 
Erie,  and  adopted  the  same  as  follows,  viz.. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  from  the  Yioe 
President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  respecting  the  pur- 
chase of  the  triangular  Piece  of  Land  lying  between  the  Western 
line  of  New  York,  the  Northern  line  of  Pennsylvania,  and  part  of 
Lake  Erie,  including  the  whole  Country  within  the  said  bouodaries 
lately  made  by  Council  thro'  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  the  United 
States  in  Consress  assembled,  beg  leave  to  report, 

That  they  nave  deliberately  considered  the  said  Letter  and  the 
papers  accompanyiog  the  same,  and  have  thereupon  conferred  with 
Council  on  the  subject  Matter  thereof. 

That  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  purchase  made  by 
Council  is  advantageous  to  this  CommonweaIth|  and  should  be  con- 
firmed by  this  House. 

That  it  will  therefore  be  Necessary  to  provide  adequate  Funds  for 
complying  with  the  Contract  and  making  the  purchase  of  the  Country 
from  the  Indians,  agreeably  to  the  Policy  and  Justice  which  have 
ever  marked  the  Conduct  of  Pennsylvania  in  such  Cases. 

That  as  a  Treaty  is  now  about  to  be  held  with  the  Indians  at  Mus- 
kingum, it  will  be  proper  and  oeconomical  to  take  advantage  of  this 
Circumstance  to  make  overtures  at  least  to,  and  if  practicable  to 
compleat  the  purchase  of  the  said  Country  from,  the  Savages,  Tho 
Bzpence  and  delay  of  a  particular  Treaty  for  so  small  an  object  will 
hereby  be  avoided. 

That  in  order  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  might  be  the  quantity  of 
Land  which  was  the  subject  of  the  Contract,  your  Committee  re- 
quested the  attendance  of  Mr.  EUicot,  an  intelligent  person  and  well 
acquainted  with  that  Country.  But  as  the  meridian  Line  forming 
the  Western  Boundary  of  New  York  is  not  actually  run,  the  Quan- 
tity cannot,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  be  ascertained.  On  m 
estimate,  calculated  on  the  supposed  place  of  the  said  meridian  in  a 
point  of  the  Northern  Line  of  Pennsylvania  the  most  favorable  to 
the  pretension  of  New  York,  there  appear  to  be  about  one  Million  of 
Acres  contained  within  the  Boundaries  of  this  Purchase.  Where- 
fore your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  following  Resolution  be 
recommended  to  the  Consideration  of  the  House. 

Besolved,  That  this  House  accept,  on  the  part  of  this  Common- 
wealth, the  Contract  made  with  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  thro'  the 
Agency  of  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  as  mentioned  in 
the  proposab  of  the  said  Delegates,  dated  the  7th  day  of  July,  in  the 
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present  jear,  referring  to  a  reeolation  of  Congress  of  the  sixth  Jane^ 
in  the  same  year,  being  the  resolation  of  Congress  intended  to  be 
recited  in  the  said  Contract,  which  proposals  were  accepted  and 
agreed  to  by  the  said  Board  of  Treasury  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
August  last  past,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  the  said  proposals 
and  acceptance  relating  to  a  triangular  Piece  or  Tract  of  Country 
situate,  lying  and  being  on  Lake  Erie,  bounded  on  the  East  by  a 
meridian  Line,  part  of  the  Western  Boundary  of  the  State  of  New 
Tork,  on  the  South  by  part  of  the  Northern  Boundary  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  being  a  continuation  of  the  Line  between  tbis 
State  and  that  of  New  York  from  the  Western  Boundary  of  the  said 
State  till  it  intersects  the  said  Lake  Erie,  and  thence  by  the  said 
Lake,  including  Presque  Isle,  and  running  North  Easterly,  or  as  the 
Margin  of  the  said  Lake  runs,  according  to  the  several  Courses 
thereof,  [with  all  Benefit,  Property  and  Advanti^es  of  the  Coasts, 
Bays  and  Inlets  on  and  near  that  part  of  the  Margin  of  the  said 
Lake  which  is  the  Boundary  of  the  Country  herein  described  or  in- 
tended so  to  be]  till  it  meets  the  said  meredian  Line  before  men- 
tioned, and  the  said  Contract  and  agreement  is  hereby  confirmed| 
ratified  and  agreed  to  by  and  on  the  part  of  this  State. 

That  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  succeeding  House  of 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  to  provide  Certificates  of  Debts 
due  from  the  United  States — fully  to  pay  and  discharge  the  Con- 
sideration Monies  due  agreeable  to  the  said  Contract,  at  three-fourths 
of  a  dollar  per  acre,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  said  Contract,  so 
soon  as  the  same  Land  shall  be  surveyed  and  the  quantity  ascertained 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  jesolution  of  Congress  of  the  sixth 
of  June  last,  and  the  said  before  described  Tract  conveyed  to  this 
Commonwealth. 

That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  fully  empowered  to  take  the  Necessary  Steps  for  pur- 
chasing of  the  Indians — who  have  just  Claims  thereto  the  said  Tract 
of  Country,  and  for  this  purpose  to  appoint,  when  they  may  think 
necessary,  two  persons  as  Commissioners  to  negotiate  and  compleat 
the  said  purchase. 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Treasury  of  this 
State  for  a  Sum  not  exceeding  Nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  purchase  of  the  Indians  of  the  said  Tract  and 
bearing  all  Expences  of  the  same,  agreecably  to  an  Estimate  by  the 
said  Council,  communicated  to  this  House.  That  as  there  is  a 
pressing  Necessity  of  immediately  raising  the  said  Nine  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  directed  to  report  the  best  and  Speediest  Mode  of  procuring 
and  paying  to  the  order  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  the  said 
sum.  Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ast.  Cl'k. 

*  Sep  pp.  ^08,  882,  SB3. 
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Capt.  John  P.  Sohott  to  Council,  1788. 

The  Honorable  the  Sapreme  Ezeoutiye  QonndL 

OenUemen, 

Having  been  honoured  by  yon  with  a  OommisBioD  to  Command  a 
Troop  of  Light  Dragoons  in  the  Conntj  of  Luzerne,  for  which  I  re- 
turn your  Honours  my  greatfuU  thanks,  and  your  Honooni  may  be 
asared  that  with  the  utmost  of  my  appillity  I  shall  indeavonr  to  pro- 
mote peace  and  good  order  in  said  County,  but  one  difficulty  arisoBy 
the  Troop  is  not  armed  yet  and  can't  possible  get  armed  nntill,next 
spring,  being  informed  that  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Court  will 
set  in  said  County  of  Luzerne  about  the  beginning  of  November  next 
to  tr^  John  Franklin  and  others,  and  it  would  perhaps  be  of  great 
Servioe  if  the  Troop  was  armed  to  meed  the  judges  and  ascord  them 
to  Wilksbarre  and  perhaps  it  may  be  necessary  to  keep  a  gaurd  to 
prevent  Riots  and  disorders.  I  should  therefor  request  of  your 
Honorable  Board  to  furnish  me  with  about  twenty  pair  of  Pistols 
and  Swords,  a  Stantart  and  Drumbit  out  of  the  Public  Store  and  I 
will  ingage  to  be  come  aoooontable  for  the  same.  Tonr  oomplyanoe 
will  not  only  be  of  important  service  in  said  County  but  will  inable 
them  to  be  Lnmictiate  at  your  Honours  Servioe  on  all  other  oeation. 
Qentlemen,  I  am  with  the 

greatest  Esteeme  yonr  most  obi't 

and  most  humble  Servant. 

JOHN  P.  SCHOTT. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  15th,  1788. 
Lutanedj 

Write  to  Mr.  Biddle  and  request  him  to  furnish  Captn.  Schott 
with  the  within  Articles  on  loan. — Captain  Schott  to  return  them 
when  called  for. 


VlCB  PbBSIDSNT  MUHLBNBBRa  TO  ASSBMBLY,   1788. 

In  Council, 

PhiladelpUa,  September  17th,  1788. 
ffir, 

By  direction  of  Council,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  yon 
for  the  Consideration  of  the  General  Assembly.  A  Memorial  from 
•UoBnears  TnrnbuU  Marmie  and  Compy,  Merchants  of  this  City — 
Two  letters,  the  one  from  Charles  Thomson,  Esquire  Secretary  of 
CoDfreas,  indosing  a  State  of  the  Representation  in  Congress  for 
the  months  of  June  July  and  August  1788 — and  the  other  from  The 
Honwable  Samuel  Johnston  £sqr.,  President  of  the  Convention  of 
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the  State  of  North  Carolina  incloaiDg  two  Resolutions  of  the  said 
Convention,  together  with  a  Letter  from  His  Ezeellenoj  Arthur  St. 
Clair  Esq%  Governor  of  the  Western  Territory  dated  the  2nd  instant 
which  is  just  come  to  hand.'^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 

P.  MUHLENBERG. 

Directed y 

Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin  Esqr.;  Speaker  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 


Vice  Pbesidbnt  MnHLENBSEa  to  Assbmblt,  1788.    * 

In  Council.     Philadelphia^  September  22nd^  1788. 
Sir, 

The  inclosed  Letter  from  Cba's  Thomson^  Esquire^  together  with 
an! Act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  passed  the  16th  instant,  t* 
The  Board  direct  me  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  Consideration  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  with 

great  Respect,  Sir,  Your  most 

obedient  and  very  fanmble  Servant 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P. 
Direetedy 
Honorable  Thomas  Miffliui  Esq'r.,  Speaker  of  General  AasemUj. 


Resolution  op  General  Assembly — Doane,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Tuesday,  September  23d,  1788.  P.  M. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzsimons  seconded  by  Mr.  Peten 

Resolved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  Council  on 
the  case  of  Levi  Doan  and  Abraham  Doaii  and  to  request  a  respite 
of  their  execution  for  Six  days.| 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Rittenhouse  be 
a  committee  for  the  purposes  contained  in  the  foregoing  reeolatioD. 
Extract  from  &e  Minvtes. 

J.  SHALLUS,  A.  QuL. 

*  See  CoL  Rec  ,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  637. 

f  For  preventing  importation  of  foreign  Malefaetots.— See  Ool.  Eec  , 
Vol  XV..  p.  64a. 
,  t  See  CoL  Reo,,  V9L  XV.,  p.  644.  '.       .  .  . 
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Col.  Timothy  Pickbbinq  to  Fbbb.  Fbankun,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  Sept  24, 1788. 
Sir, 

Captain  William  Ross  is  in  town,  &  has  been  waiting  sinoe  Friday 
for  an  opportanity  of  presenting  to  Congress  several  orders  for  the 
rewards  offered  for  apprehending  the  ruffians  who  seized  and  kept 
me  a  prisoner ;  and  for  the  information  of  Connoil,  I  beg  leave  to 
state  the  cases  in  which  the  rewards  are  now  claimed. 

^  Ira  Manvil  &  Benedict  Satterlee  were  two  of  the  fifteen  men  present 
at  the  taking  me  off.  They  have  been  indicted,  &  pleaded  guilty 
They  were  apprehended  by  the  five  persons  named  in  Doctor  Smith's 
certificate.  Manvil  &  Satterlee  were  the  only  persons  who  in  conse- 
qnenoe  of  the  proclamation  of  Council  were  committed  to  Easton 
Jail.  That  others,  however,  were  not  alike  committed,  was  not  the 
fanlt  of  their  captors.  The  majority  of  the  Justices  did  not  think  it 
necessary  or  expedient;  and  as  the  object  of  Council  must  have 
been  only  to  secure  the  persons  of  the  offenders^  it  was  suposed  by  a 
oonstmction  of  the  proclamation,  that  the  captors  would  be  equally 
entitled  to  the  rewards  as  if  the  offenders  were  actually  committed 
to  Easton  Goal. 

Benjamin  Earle  was  apprehended  by  a  party  of  about  twenty 
men,  who  chose  Gideon  Church  for  their  captain.  This  Earle  was 
also  of  the  party  that  took  me.  He  offered  to  turn  State's  evi- 
dence ;  and  being  admitted  as  such  by  the  Justices^  was  not  conveyed 
by  his  captors  to  Easton  Goal. 

Thomas  Kinney  was  apprehended  by  the  party  commanded  by 
Captain  Ross,  but  was  not  present  with  the  party  that  took  me;  but 
there  is  evidence  of  his  joining  them  in  arms.  However^  he  has 
pleaded  not  guilty,  &  is  to  be  tried. 

The  four  culprits  above  named  were  apprehended  before  it  was 
known  that  rewards  were  offored. 

Stephen  Jenkins  was  apprehended  by  the  last  party,  formed  aflter 
the  proelamatien  of  Council  was  issned.  Of  this  party  were  Chris- 
tian G.  Oehring,Willm.  Smith,  James  Satton,  John  Tuttle,  &  others. 
But  Stephen  Jenkins  has  pleaded  not  guUty^  &  for  him  the  reward 
does  not  appear  to  be  due  before  oonviction. 

Joseph  Dudley  also  was  apprehended  after  the  proclamation  of 
Conncii  was  published.  Captain  Bosewell  Franklin  (captain  elect 
of  a  oompany  of  militia  about  Wysocks)  raised  a  pairt  of  his  company, 
£,  joined  by  John  Tuttle,  lay  in  wait  for  a  party  of  the  offenders^ 
but  all  save  Dudley,  effected  their  escape.  He  refusing  to  surrender^ 
ptain  Franklin  k  some  of  his  men  ffred  &  mortally  wounded  him. 
'e  waa  brought  to  Wilkabarrof  &  died  a  day  er  two  after. 
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Aaron  Kilborn  is  a  lad  of  about  15  years  old.  He  joined  the 
armed  party  after  I  was  taken — has  been  indicted,  &  pleaded  gnilty. 
The  manner  of  his  being  apprehended  (which  was  about  the  15th  of 
August,)  is  certified  by  Doctor  Smith. 

As  some  disputes  may  arise  about  the  persons  entitled  to  shares 
of  rewards,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient 
to  order  the  monies  to  be  paid  to  Captain  Ross,  for  ike  use  of  the 
penons  to  toJiom  the  same  are  due ;  and  to  advise,  that  in  case  of 
dispute,  the  claims  be  heard  &  adjusted  by  any  three  of  the  Justices 
of  the  peace  of  the  county. 

I  beg  leave  to  add — That  Captain  Ross,  since  the  first  introduo- 
tion  of  the  laws  of  this  State  into  the  county  of  Luzerne,  has  mani- 
fested a  uniform  seal  to  support  the  government  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  a  readiness  to  expose  himself  to  any  hazards  wbiohr  the  welfare 
of  the  State  could  demand  of  a  spirited  &  faithful  citizen.  Besides 
the  loss  of  time  occasioned,  by  the  wounds  he  received  in  pursuing 
the  offenders  now  referred  to,  he  has  incurred  an  cxpence  of  upwards 
of  eleven  pounds,  which  his  surgeons  have  charged  for  their  attend- 
ance on  him.  But  what  is  most  unfortunate,  he,  by  these  wounds, 
is  probably  rendered  an  invalid  /or  life.  It  would  seem  to  merit 
the  consideration  of  Council  whether  a  reward  should  not  be  given 
him,  not  only  as  du&  for  his  exertions  &  consequent  sufferings ;  but 
as  an  exemplary  encouragement  to  other  spirited  &  faithful  citizens 
to  engage  in  hazardous  enterprizes  when  the  peace  &  welfare  of  the 
State  shall  demand  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

very  respectfully, 

your  most  obedt.  servant, 

T.  PICKERING.* 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Council. 


Memoeial  of  William  Smith,  &c.,  1788. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  GommoD* 
welth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Council  met. 

The  memorial  of  William  Smith,  John.Gkwe,  Benjamin  Duranoe,  & 
John  Tuttle,  &  Daniel  Ross,  Inhabitants  of  Wioming,  in  the  county 
of  Luzern,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Humbly  sheweth, 

That  your  petitioners  were  the  only  Persons  that  took  &  made 
Prisoners  of  Benedict  Satterly  and  Irey  Mandwell,  two  men  who  were 
of  the  Party  which  took  Coronal  Pickering  Prisoner.    The  said 

«  See  Col.  Bee,  Yol.  XVt,  p.  646,  647,  648. 
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Sattelj  &  Mindwell  we  Brongbt  before  William  Hooker  Smith, 
Esqr.|  &  Timothej  Piokerine,  Eaar.,  for  Bxamenition  &  Commit- 
menty  whare  they  Confessed  Gilty  k  ware  by  a  mitemas  Committed 
to  the  Gaol  at  Wilksbary  under  the  hand  &  Seale  of  Esqr.  Smith. 
Some  time  after  thare  commitment  the  Goal  in  this  County  was 
by  the  athorety  thought  to  be  Insufficent.  The  athorety  then  or- 
dered the  Prisoners  to  be  Removed  to  Easton  Gole,  In  NorthamptoUi 
from  whenoe  they  have  sinoe  been  Braoght  to  our  Last  Court  in  this 
Comity^  whare  Bills  of  Indictment  have  bin  found  against  them  by 
Uie  Grand  Jury,  which  we  Expect  will  more  fully  appear  by  copies 
of  the  Records  from  this  Cort. 

We  your  morilests  humbly  conceive  that  your  Honors  will  be  . 
eoDvinad  when  you  come  to  hear  Captn.  Ross's  Reports  Conoeaming 
this  matter,  &  our  Conduct  in  this  Struggle,  that  we  are  only  In- 
titled  to  the  Rewards  offered  by  Government  for  the  said  Satterly  & 
Mandwell,  &  we  Do  Expect  Coronal  Pickering  will  be  in  Town  with 
Captin  Ross,  &  will  be  able  to  Testefye  In  Regard  to  our  Conduct^ 
ft  we  as  in  Duty  Bound  shidl  Pray 

Captn.  Ross  Receipt  shall  be  Excepted  by 

WM.  SMITH. 
JOHN  GORE, 
JOHN  TDTTLB. 
BENJAMIN  DORANCE. 

Wioming,  Septr.  13th^  1788. 

This  ma  Certefye  That  Wm.  Smith,  John  Gore,  Benjamin  Doiw 
anoe,  &  John  Tuttle,  Have  to  the  Best  of  my  Enoledge  Turned  out 
on  Every  Scout  (to  oppose  &  Persue  the  Insurgents)  as  Loyal 
Snbieots. 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH. 

Wioming,  Septr.  18th;  1788. 


Sir, 

Gideon  Wostenhout  Gave  me  an  order  to  Council,  as  he  Expected 
me  to  go  to.Philadelpa.  to  Receive  the  Reward  offered  for  Aron 
Kilborn.  I  have  Lost  the  order,  I  hope  you  will  Indeavor  to  Git 
the  money. 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH. 

Septr.  18th,  1788.; 

Directed, 
To  Captn.  Wm.  Ross. 
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Septr«  ISth,  1788.  This  may  Oertefje  that  I  Granted  a  warrant 
against  Aron  Kilbom  to  Gid*  Wostenhout,  Constable,  he,  said  Wos- 
tenhout,  &  an  other  man  took  the  sd.  Kilbom  &  Brought  him  before 
me  for  Ezamenation,  k  he  being  found  Gilty  of  Takeing  up  arms 
against  the  State,  &  in  violation  of  the  Laws,  k  In  Keeping  Coronal 
lackering  in  the  woods,  &  a  bill  has  since  bin  found  against  said  Kil- 
bom by  the  Grand  Jury,  Testefyed  by  me. 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


VioB  President  Muhlenbeikj  to  Assembly,  1788. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  September  25th,  1788. 
In  Council, 


Colo.  Bickering,  on  behalf  of  Capt.  Wm.  Ross,  having  prefer'd  a 
claim  which  Council  presume  will  merit  the  attention  of  your  honor- 
able House,  it  is  with  no  small  pleasure  I  transmit  the  purport  of  it 
as  expressed  in  that  Gentleman's  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  your  most  obedient, 
and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG, 

V.  P. 
Pirec(fdy 

Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  Speaker  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 


Return  of  Commissioned  Officers  op  Militia, 
Westmoreland  County,  1788. 

Return  of  the  Commissioned  officers  of  the  Battallion  of  Militia, 
in  Westmoreland  County,  commanded  by  A.  Tannehill,  Lieut  Col. 
July  10th,  1788. 


No. 

Names, 

Rank, 

Segniority  of  Rank, 

1. 

John  Irwin, 

Captain, 

1st  in  Command, 

2 

Jeremiah  Murry, 

Ditto* 

2nd    Ditto 

8 

Thomas  Sampson, 

Ditto 

8rd    Ditto 

4 

Nathaniel  Points, 

Ditto 

4th    Ditto 

5 

James  Morrison, 

Ditto 

5th    Ditto 

6 

William  Tilton, 

Ditto 

6th    Ditto 

7 

Abdiel  McClure, 

Ditto 

7th    Ditto 

8 

David  Watson, 

Ditto 

8th    Ditto 
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No.  Namee, 

1  James  Todd, 

2  Oeorge  McDowel, 

3  Bichard  Cannigham; 

4  James  Kerne^ 

5  John  Craig, 

6  David  IrwiD, 

7  William  DnnniDg, 

8  John  SoqH, 

1  Aqnilla  Pnnteny, 

2  James  McWiliiamSi 

3  Oliver  Ormsbj, 

4  William  J.  Miller^ 

5  George  Cochrany 

6  John  Thompson^ 

7  James  Wray, 

8  William  Earles, 


Bank, 

Lieatenant| 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ensign; 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Segniority  of  Bank. 
1st  in  Command, 
2nd  Ditto 
8rd  Ditto 
4th  Ditto 
5th  Ditto 
6th  Ditto 
7th  Ditto 
8th    Ditto 

1st  in  Command, 

2nd  Ditto 

Srd  Ditto  | 

4th  Ditto 

5th  Ditto 

6th  Ditto 

7th  Ditto 

8th  Ditto 


Adamaon  Tannehill,  Lieut.  Colo.     ) 
Samuel  Ewalt  Major.  ) 

The  above  is  a  true  State  of  the  officers  of  the  above  Battallion. 

A.  TANNEHILL,  Lt.  Col. 


RntJRN  OF    NON-COMMISSIONED   OpFIOERS    AND  PRIVATES, 

IK  Battalion  of  Militu  ik  Westmoreland  County, 
1788. 

Betom  of  the  Non* Commissioned  officers  ft  privates  in  the 
Battallion  of  Militia  in  Westmoreland  County,  Commanded  bjr^ 
Lieut  Col.  A.  Tanoehill,  Pittsburg  10th,  1788. 


Companies,          Si 

erjeants, 

Corpora 

lis.  Dram,  Fil 

'o,  Rank'&File 

CtpUin  Irwins, 

3 

3 

L             49 

«  Murry's 

3 

3 

L             81 

"  Sampson's, 

3 

3 

L             77 

"  Point's, 

3 

3 

L           103 

"  Morrison's 

3 

3 

L             46 

«  Tilton's, 

3 

3 

L             63 

«  MoClare's, 

3 

8 

I             98      . 

«  Watson's, 

3 

8 

L             70 

24  24  8  8  587 

I  do  certify  that  the  above  is  a  just  return  of  the  Battallion  under 

^y  Command,  agreeable  to  the  returns  of  the  different  Captains, 

GiTen  under  m^  hand  this  10th  day  of  July  1788. 
Pittsburg.  A.  TANNEHILL,  Lt.  Col. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


404  PENNSYLVANIA  ABGHIYJSS  1788. 

Bbtxtrn  of  Arms  and  accotttrbmbnts  foe  Battalion  of 
MiLiTu,  Wbstmorbland  County,  1788. 

Beturn  for  Army  aoooatriments  &o.,  for  the  Battallion  of  Militia 
in  Westmoreland  County  Commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  A.  Tannehill, 
Pittsburgh  10th  July  1788. 

Drums, 8 

Fifes, 8 

Colours,       .  2 

Standard, 1 

Muskets, 651 

Bayonets, 651 

Bayonet  Belts, 651 

Cartg.  Boxes,   ..*....    651 

Flints,    .  651 

Blank  Gatridges,      ....  .   8463 


John  Nioholson  to  Yxcb  Prbsidbnt  Muhlenbbeq — 
Mud  Island,   1788. 

Compt.  Gen'.  Office,  Oct  2d,  1788. 
Sir, 

That  part  of  the  banks  of  Mud  Island  extending  from  the  soath 
east  corner  of  the  stone  wall  round  westwardly  to  the  southwest 
comer  thereof  is  per  contract  with  the  tenant  to  be  maintained  at 
the  public  expence  It  now  needs  repairs,  and  the  foundation  of  the 
stone  wall  will  be  injured,  as  well  the  tenants  propeiiy  Buffer 
unless  it  be  done  speedily.  Several  persons  of  Jud't  oonoeiTe  it 
would  be«best  to  have  piers  fixed  to  be  filled  in  with  earth  around  a 
part  of  it,  and  some  proposals  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Connaroe  if 
this  should  be  deemed  proper  1  herewith  inclose  proposals.    The 

E resent  tenant  wishes  to  be  enployed  at  the  bank  as  per  his  letter 
erewith. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obed't  Servant. 

JOHN  NICHOLSON. 
Directed^ 
The  Hon'ble  The  Vice  Presid't  in  Council. 


Bespected  friend  I  have  examined  the  old  Ambnsieres  which  is 
very  much  washed  I  think  600  feet  will  be  necessary  to  be  wharfed 
5  feet  high,  the  same  to  be  done  with  good  Logs  2  feet  and  half  oa 
the  top,  good  white  oak  or  hart  pine  with  sufficient  Ties  inside 
Logs  from  Scantlln    to  make  the  work  good   and   Substantial 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PJSNKSYLYANIA  AACHIVRjB  1788.  495 

mth  filliDg  the  same  for  three  Handred  and  fifteen  pounds  gold  or  sil- 
ver money  the  Garrency  of  .Pennsylyaoia,  with  lodulgeiice.  to  use  the 
Stone  on  the  wharf  and  other  refuse  Stone  for  sinking  said  wharf. 
Please  to  let  vie  know  by  the  fijcist  convienent  Opportunity  Thy  Cofli^i 
plianoe  will  oblige  thy  friend 
Septr.  ye  3d,l788.  THOMAS  CONNARROi;,  Sen. 


Copy  op  Commission  to  Gbn,  Richard  Butlbb  &  Obk.' 
John  Gibson — Indians  and  Erib,  1788. 

Pennsylvania  m. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  said  Commonwealth 
To  General  Richard  Butler  and  General  John  Gibson 

Whereas  the  right  to  the  Soil  and  Jnrisdietion  of  the  Triangular 
piece  or  tract  of  Country  which  lies  adjoining  lake  Erie  and  the  Nor- 
thern Line  of  Pennsylvania  is  now  vested  in  this  Commonwealth  by 
virtue  of  a  purchase  of  the  same  from  the  United  States—^na? 
fchereat^  by  a  resolution  of  the  (Greneral  Assembly  dated  the  thirteenth 
day  of  last  month  this  Board  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint 
Gommissaioners  to  negotiate  and  complete  the  purchase  of  the  same 
Tract  of  Country  from  the  Indians  who  have  just  claims  thereto 
agreeably  to  ancient  usage.  Now  knoto  ye  that  we  reposing  especial 
trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity,  prudence  and  ability  have 
nominated  constituted  and  appointed  you  the  said  Richard  Butler 
and  John  Gibson  our  Commissioners  giving  and  granting  to  you  full 
power  and  authority  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  to  meet 
with  the  said  Indians  and  to  purchase  from  them  agreeably  to  ancient 
usage  the  Tract  or  piece  of  Country  before  described  hereby  promis- 
ing to  hold  valid  whatever  shall  be  agreed  and  concluded  upon  by 
yon  our  said  Commis«oners  agreeably  to  the  said  Resolution  of  As- 
sembly and  our  Instrootions* 

Given  in  Coonoil  under  the  hand  of  The  Honomble  Peter  Muh- 
lenberg, Esquire,  Yioe  President,  and  the  seal  of  the  State  at  Philar 
delpbia  thisthird  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  thonsand 
•even  hundred  ajad  eighty  eight. 
Attest.  • 

*  See  their  instructions  in  Col.  Eec,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  654,  682. 
Vol.  XI.— 18 
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Capt.  Jambb  MoLban  to  Pbxs.  Fkavelin,  1788. 

Sir,     .  PhiladelphU,  Ootober  M,  1788. 

The  debilitated  State  of  the  Invalid  Onards  doing  dotj  under  my 
oounnand,  and  the  approaching  season  induces  me  to  lay  before,  your 
Excellency  &  the  Honorable  the  Council  their  particular  wants^ 
as  specified  in  the  return  of  Clothing  presented  the  30th  alto.  The 
Corps  in  General  are  in  great  need  of  Watch-coats,  Blankets,  Bed- 
caps,  Woolen-gloves  &Ni^ht-eap8  all  which  articles  are  highly  neces* 
sary  to  enable  them  to  do  the  duty  those  cold  nights,  more  especially 
as  they  are' much  afflicted  with  the  pains  of  their  old  wounds  and  other 
dborders  contracted  in  the  field.  I  would  therefore  beg  leave  to 
solicit  your  Hon'ble  body  to  grant  them  such  necessary  relief  as 
may  appear  to  them  adequate  to  their  present  necessities  as  some  of 
them  are  entirely  destitute  of  the  above  mentioned  articles. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  with  great  repect 

your  Excellencies 

most  ob't  h'ble  Serv't 

JAMES  McLEAN, 

Capt.  com'g.  ^,  t  Q's* 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  Benjamin  FrankliU;  Esq'r^  President  in  Council. 


Resolution  of  General  Assembly — Commissioner 
OF  Accounts,  1788. 

The  Committee ^to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the  Yioe 
President  and  Council  of  the  29th  Inst.,  together  with  a  letter  of 
the  same  date  from  the  Comptroller  General,  Report, 
-  That  they  consider  it  highly  important  that  the  Accounts  of  this 
State  with  the  United  States  should  be  adjusted  and  settled,  aii<L 
that  a  suspension  of  the  powers  of  the  Commissioner  now  acting 
under  the  Authority  of  Congress  for  that  purpose,  would  have  the 
effect  of  protracting  such  settlement. 

The  Committee  nevertheless  do  not  apprehend  that  the  said  Com- 
missioner would  be  warranted  in  proceeding  on  this  business  after 
the  time  for  which  his  appointment  shall  expire,  and  that  an  offer 
on  the  part  of  the  State  to  defray  the  ezpence  of  such  commissioner, 
might  create  a  Jealousy  that  he  acted  under  the  iofluence  of  the 
State, 

*  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  656 
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They  thereTore  reooi&iiiend  the  foUpWing  reaolutlon : 
Refiolved^ 

That  the  Bapreme  Ibceoiitive  Gouuoil  b«  requested  to  apply  to  the 
Oongran  of  the  Uoited  Sfcftt^  to  continue  the  present  Oommuaioner 
for  eettUBg  the  aooonlit  of  thk  State  with  the  United  Statesi  for  six 
MoBlbe  faejrood  the  time  at  which  hifl  preaent  appointment  ahal^ 
expire.^ 

The  foregoing  ia  a  true  copy  of  the  Keport  of  the  Committtee 
la  adopted  in  General  AjBeembly,  Saturday^  October  14thy  1788. 
PET£R  Z.  LLOID,  Clerk  of  the  General  Aaaembly      . 

of  the  Oommonwealtfa  of  Pennsylvania. 
Directed, 

For  the  honorable  The  Sapreme  Ezeoutive  Oounoil.    , 


John  Armstrokg  Jr.,  to  Yios  Prbs.  MiTHLEirBBRO,  1788; 

Dear  Sir, 

Ton  will  oblige  me  and  the  other  Gentlemen  in  the  delegation  b^ 
aending,  as  aoon  as  possible,  a  copy  of  the  late  Act  of  the  Gen. 
Assembly  for  appointing  Electors,  &o.,  &c7 

The  reooUectipn  I  have  of  it  leads  me  to  think  that  there  is  in  Jt 
some  deviation  from  the  Kesolution  of  Congress  of  the  13th  ult. 
Should  my  conjecture  be  founded  we  must  endeavor  to  obtain  some 
dispensatory  resolution  here.  The  deviation,  I  suspect,  relates  to 
the  Time  of  appointing  them. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  Resolution  of  Congress,  &  am  with 
great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  &  very  bumble  servant, 

JOHN  A'RMSTRONG,  Jr. 

N.  York,  9th  October,  1788. 

Directed, 
Honorable  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Vice  President,  Ac.,  Philadelphii^ 
Free.    J.  Armstrong,  Jr. 


By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

September  13, 1788.  ' 

Whereas  the  Convention  assembled  in  Philadelphia,  pursuant  to 
the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2  let  February,  1787,  did,  on  the 
17  th  of  September  in  the  same  year,  report  to  the  Uoited  States  in 
*  See  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  558. 
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Congress  assdmblM,  a  Conititdtion  for  ihB  Peofile  of  (b6  United 

States;  whereupon  Congress,  on  the  28th  of  the  same  September, 
did  resolve  nnanimously,  ^*  That  the  said  report,  with  the  Resolu- 
tions and  Letter  aecompanjing  the  soinie,  be  transmitted  to  the 
'several  Legislatures  in  order  to  be  snbnitted  to  it  Convention  of 
Delegates  chosen  in  each  State  by  the  people  tlvereol,  in  oo«fofttitv 
to  the  Resolves  of  the  Convention  made  and  ptotided  in  Ibat  mm. 
And  whereas  the  Constitution  so  reported  by  the  Convention^  and 
by  Congress  transmitted  to  the  several  Legislaiuns/bas  been  ratified 
in  the' manner  therein  declared  to  be  suffiment  for  the  establifhment 
of  the  same,  and  snob  Batific&tioBis  duly  authentioated  have  been 
received  by  Coqg^ess,  and  are  filed  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary— 
thereforCi 

Resolved,  That  the  first  Wednesday  in  Janaary  next,  be  the  day 
for  appointing  Electors  in  the  several  States,  which  before  the  said 
day  shall  have  ratified  the  said  Constitution ;  that  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  February  next,  be  the  day  for  the  Electors  to  assemble  in 
tiheir !re^pective  States,  and  vote  for  a  President;  and  that  ihe  first 
Wednesday  in  March  next,  be  the  time,  and  the  present  Seat  ot 
Congress  the  place  for  commencing  Proceedings  under  the  said 
Constitutioik. 


VlQB  P&BS.  HUHLSNBBBG   TO   DeIiEGAT^S    IK  COKQBESS. 

In  Council^  Philadelphia,  October  9th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

By  the  direction  of  tbe  Board  I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  you  a 
Resolution  of  The  General  Assembly  passed  the  4th  instant,  where- 
by They  direct  this  Board  to  make  application  to  the  United  States 
in  Consress,  &  to  request  thiit  the  time  for  which  the  Commissioner 
for  settling  the  Account  of  this  State  with  the  United  States  may  be 
prolonged. 

Council  request  yon  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  same  befoie  Co^- 
•greas  lor  their  determination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Gentlemen,  with  great  respeoty 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG.* 

Honble.  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 
*  See  Col.  Rco.,  Vol.  XV.fp.  668. 
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Gov.  Htrtrrrisr6Tbir  dF  CoNNBcrrotrr  to  Piftug.  l^BAilKxttf-^ 
Wtomihg,  1788. 

iSTew  Haven,  Oct.  14th,  1788. 
Sir,  '  ^  .. 

I  did  mjself  the  honour  some  time  padt,  to  address  your  Ezcel- 
lency  on  the  subject  of  ImprlBontDent  of  John  Franklin  in  l^ila- 
delphia,  and  afterwards  received  with  much  satisfaction  information 
of  the  kind  and  humane  proceedings  of  your  Exoellenej  &  Council^ 
relative  to  the  prisoner  in  consequence  of  my  letter  on  that  sub* 
ject.* 

I  have  now  before  me  a  letter  from  the  same  prisoner,  wherein  he 
acknowledgeth  his  situation  hath  been  made  as  comfortable  as  close 
confinement  could  admit,  both  in  sickness  and  hesdth,  except  he  ik 
unable  to  procure  comfortable  clothing ;  but  he  complains  grievi- 
ouflly  that  he  is  still  held  in  close  confinement  without  being 
admitted  to  bail,  or  the  liberty  of  a  tiial  for  the  offence  wherewith 
he  is  accused. 

I  am  also  informecl  thaJb  the  Le^sUtture  of  Pennsylvania  have 
suspended  their  act,  which  had  been  passed  for  quieting  the  settlers  at 
Wyoming,  and  their  consternation  and  nneaainess  in  consequence  of 
the  suspension.  ■'  \ 

It  is  presumed  those  transaotiona  are  w^U  Imown  to  yoq^  liRoel- 
leney  &  need  not  further  explanation. 

As  the  people  first  settled  at  Wyoming,  under  countenance  of 
this  Legislature,  and  for  a  time  lived  under  the  exercise  of  the 
Government  of  this  State ;  Oovernment  have  always  thought  thei^- 
selves  under  some  kind  of  obligalaon  to  take  notice  of  their  com- 
plaints and  distresses;  which  is  my  apology  for  troubling  Your 
Excellency  at  this  time. 

But  considering  the  Irritable  nature  of  the  Susquehannah  Qou- 
troveray  the  powerful  connections,  which  the  settlers  there  have 
with  a  numerous  class  of  Citizens  in  this  State  in  both^the  ties  of 
interest  and  consanguinity,  and  the  disagreeable  consquences  of 
wounding  an  old  fracture  when  apparently  almost  healed ;  I  have 
thought  it  expedient  to  address  your  Excellency  on  this  subject, 
without  laying  the  complaints  above  referM  tO;  before  the  Legislia- 
^re.  .  ' 

Let  me  then  suggest  to  your  E^ccellency,  whether  it  \)e  consistent 
with  the  free  constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to 
hold  any  person  a  close  prisoner  firom  year  to  year  mere  upon 
aocu8ation,*without  admitting  him  to  bail,  or  the  liberty  of  a  trial, 
when  Government  is  in  profound  peace  and  full  exercise. 

And  doth  not  the  dignity  of  Qovemnient^  an4  t)ie  dieiatea  of 
sound  Poliisy  require  that  the  apt  in  natore  <^  a  grant  which  was 
passed  for  quieting  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  and  securing  to  them 

*  See  page  238. 
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th«r  land)  done  with  $o  raaoh  daliboraiion  tad  natorietji  shoidd 
be  held  sacred  and  inviolatei  and  that  future  distttrbances,  dispatea 
and  disagreeable  conseqneDces  should  be  prevented  if  possible. 

The  prisoner  above  m^i^ioned  is  apprehensive  that  the  lawless  & 
onirageous  proceedings  of  the  Banditti|  who  carried  off  that  worthy 
Qentkman,  Col.  Pickering,  may  operate  to  his  disadvaat^ei 
although  as  I  am  informed  it  was  done  without  his  knowledge  or 
apprehension. 

jt  have  only  to  add  that  I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  your  smitimenta 
and  inclinations  will  fully  concide  in  all  proper  ezertion&  to  alleviate 
the  distresses  &  miseries  of  the  wretched,  among  individuals  and  in 
promoting  harmony,  mutual  conciliation  and  ffood  neighborhood,  be- 
tween States  and  societies,  so  far  as  may  oe  consiatent  with  th^ 
principles  of  Justice  and  the  honour  and  safety  of  Civil  Govern- 
ment. 

With  the  highest  sentiments 

•   of  Esteem  and  Beepeci^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Exc'ys  hble.  Servt., 

JAMES  HUNTINGTON-* 
Direciedy 
'    His  Bxo6lleney,  Piesident  Franklin. 


Wm;  Will  to  Vice  Prbs.  Rbdick— Election  of  Sheriff^ 

1788. 

PhiUd'a,  Oct.  15th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  and  through  you,  the  Honorable  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  that  I  am  collecting  a  number  of  facts, 
.which  I  mean  as  speedily  as  possible  to  lay  before  your  Honorable 
Board,  which  I  apprehend  will  prove  that  the  election  for  Sheriff  for 
the  City  and  County  of  Fhiladelphia,f  was  not  legally  conducted; 
&  that  undue  means  have  been  made  use  of  to  influence  a  number  of 
Citiaens  to  vote  for  Mr.  James  Ash  -J^  and  also  that  a  number  (^ 
Seamen  and  others  were  admitted  to  vote  at  the  said  Election,  who 
.were  not  Citizens  pf  this  Commonwealth,  and  entitled  to  a  vote ;  I 
tjbercfore  must  request  that  the  Honorable  Council  woulf  be  pleased 
to  Delay  Commissioning  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  676. 

t  See  OoL  B«e.,  VdL  XV.,  pp.  667,  669,  670,  671,  672,  67S»  676,  677, 
678,  679. 

}  The  Coonoil  decided  In  favor  of  .fames  Ash. — See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XV., 
p.  679. 
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Philadelphia,  until  I  bave  time  to  lay  a  fall  state  of  the  said  mat- 
ten  befoie  tbeiin  aod  prodaoe  endeaces  to  support  the  0iim^,» 
I  am;  Sir, 

with  the  highest  respect,  *'■   - 

your  most  obedient    ' 
very  humble  Servant, 

WM.  WILL. 
IHrected, 

To  the  Honorable  David  Redick^  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  the 
Supreme  Esecutive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penpsjl* 
vania.* 


Sbcrbtart  of  Fobeiqn  Affairs  to  Pbbs.  YRASKtWy  • 

1788. 

Office  for  foreign  Affairs,  17th  October)  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed,  five  Papen  sent  to  me  for  that  Purpose  byMr^Sumai, 
tozether  with  a  Copy  of  a  Note  from  him  to  me  respecting  them.  '' 
How  far  Government  should  interpose  to  obtain  Justice,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  Law,  for  Individuals  in  a  foreign  Country,  who 
have  neither  private  Friends  nor  public  Ministers  on  the  spot  to 
assist  them,  is  a  question  that  merits  Consideration.  Humai^ty 
•eeou  to  reoommeod  it,  and  yet  several  IMffioblties  and  Objections 
appear  obvious.  This  is  the  first  application  of  the  kind  that  I 
reeoUeot  in  this  Country,  and  my  Respect  for  youc  Jodgtient  leads 
me  to  re<|neflt  the  Favor  of  you  to  inform  me  of  the  Becittlt  o£  your 
Deliberationfl  on  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect  and 

Esteem,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY. 
Directed^    ' 
His  Excellency,  Dr.  Franklin. 

*  He  was  elected  Vice  President  (in  room  of  P.  Muhlenberg  whoresigned) 
on  the  14t]i  Oct.,  and  contintied  only  until  the  general  election^on  November 
6th,  irhen  he  was  succeeded  by  Oeor^  Ross,  as  Vice  President  and  Tbontas 
Mifflin  at  the  same  time  sUooeeded  Bei^'ii  FrankHn  as  President— See  Col. 
Bee  Vol.  XV.,  p.  6S4. 
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AnDBEW  BrOWK,  OV  Fra>BRAL  QAZSTTEy  TO  COtTNCIL,  1788. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  solicit  you  for  yonr  patronage  of  the  Federal  Gazette 
and  Philadelphia  Evening  Post,  by  taking,  for  your  honorable  board, 
the  Qsoal  namber  of  papers.* 

I  am,  may  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Year  Excellency's  obedient  humble  servant, 

AND.  BROWN, 
Proprietor  and  Editor  of  said  Gazette. 
17  Oct.,  1788. 
Indorsed^ 

Read  in  Conncil  same  day  and  agreed  to  take  6  Copies.    J.  Trim* 
ble,  for  Chas.  Biddle,  Sec'y. 
Direetedj 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Counoil 
of  Pennsylvania. 


ViCB  Pbeb.  Rbdick  to  Gov.  Clinton,  of  Nbw  York,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  October  2l8t^  1788. 
Sir, 

Our  Justioes  of  the  Supreme  CourU  set  out  in  a  few  dtays  for 
Luzerne,  where  the  noted  John  Franklin  will  be  put  for  tria1*-«iid 
ae  Counoil  wish  to  furnish  the  Att'y  General  with  all  the  Tesdmony 
they  can  prooure,  I  am  direeted  to  request  your  Bkc«lletioy  will  order 
the  Letters  written  by  Franklin  to  Doctor  Hamilton  of  your  Slate, 
and  any  other  papers  you  may  have  that  respect  this  business,  to  be 
transmitted  here.  Should  your  Excellency  wish  them  returned  you 
may  depend  upon  their  being  sent  to  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 
And  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  RfiDICK, 

V.  President. 
His  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esq.jf  Governor  of  New  York 
State. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.»  p.  566. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  571- 
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Wu.  Will  to  Yxok  Prebidbnt  Bbdigk,  1788. 

To  ikt  lionouiable  David  Seddiok^  Eaqoire,  Yioe  President  and 

the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
Tbe  petition  of  William  Will  humbly  sheweth^ 

That  this  honorable  board  having  in  consequence  of  his  petitioui 
presented  this  morniug,  resolved  that  he  be  allowed  access  to  the 
tax  books,  &c.|  he  conceives  it  will  both  facilitate  the  progress  and 
shorten  the  duration  of  the  business  if  the  farther  examinadon  of 
witnesses  is  postponed  for  a  few  days  until  he  has  had  time  to  trace 
thro'  the  books  the  names  of  those  who  have  voted  and  have  not 
been  rated  to  the  payment  of  taxes,  nor  otherwise  qualified,  and 
thereby  apply  hb  evidence  to  those  instances  which  the  books  enable 
htm  to  seleot. 

He  therefore  hnmbly  prays  that  the  farther  examination  of  wit- 
nesses may  be  adjourned  till  some  day  in  the  next  week,  before 
when,  from  the  great  number  of  voters,  it  will  scarcely  be  possible  to 
go  thro'  the  liats^  or  to  such  other  time  as  to  the  board  shall  appear 
expedient. 

And  as  in  duty  bound,  &c., 

WM.  WILL  * 

22d  06t.,  178a 


BiCHARD  Morris,  Chief  Justice  of  New  York,  to  Yicb 
Pres.  Rbdick,  1788. 

New  fork,  October  24th.  1788. 
Sir, 

In  Complyance  with  his  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton's  request, 
I  have  the  Honor  herewith  to  Inclose  to  the  Executive  Couneil  of 
Pensilvania,  through  your  hands,  the  several  letters  in  my  possession, 
purporting  to  be  written  by  John  Franklin  to  Doctor  Hamilton. 
As  those  papers  are  in  my  Hands  Officially,  I  shall  be  much  obliged, 
when  thev  are  no  farther  wanted,  that  they  may^  by  some  safe  Con- 
veyance, be  remitted  to  mcf 
lam,  Sir. 

With  the  Greatest  Respect, 

Tour  Honors  most  obedient, 

And  vcfry  Humble  Servant, 

RIC'I).  MORBIS. 
The  Honorable  David  Rediok,  Esq.,  Yiee  President  of  the  Stale 
of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  673. 

t  Bee  page  410,  and  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  678. 

18* 
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'    ZfiBtTLOK  Sutler  to  Sbc*t  Biddlb,  1788. 

Wilks-Banre,  Usem  County;  October  2Mi^  1788. 
Sir, 

1  received  your  Letter  (oireahr)  of  tbe  22d  August  last,^  I  am 
sorry  to  inform  yon  that  my  best  exertions  have  as  yet  failed  to  pro- 
cure legal  Returns  of  the  Persons  subject  to  militia  Du^  in  thia 
County,  among  the  first  elected  Officers  of  the  first  &ttaIioo. 
Capt.  BosS;  Oapt.  Alden,  Lieut.  Nezbit,  Ensign  HidCi  &  Ensign 
Alaeui  were  not  immediately  Commissioned.  Since  Capt.  Boss  hfts 
received  his  commission,  Col.  Pickering,  with  myself  and  others, 
were  appointed  to  examine  the  others  and  report  to  Council.  Col. 
Pickering  informed  me  he  made  report,  but  I  have  not  received  tbeir 
Commissions.  Enagn  Alden  has  left  the  State,  Ensign  Hyde  h^a 
engaged  in  the  Horse. 

The  elected  officers  in  the  second  Battalion  I  have  been  informed 
are  not  to  be  commissioned.  As  soon  as  I  receive  Orders  from 
Council  for  holding  a  new  Election,  I  shall  proceed  in  the  Business 
&  use  my  best  endeavours  to  organize  the  Militia  and  make  Eetums; 
I  have  no  returns  for  the  years  1785, 1786,  and  1787. 

i;  am  Sir, 

your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

ZEB'N  BUTLER,  County  Lieutenant 
Directed^ 
Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  Council. 


V.  P.  Rbdick  to  Gov.  Huntington,  of  Connbcticut,  1788. 

Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  the  14th  instantj-f  directed  to  the  latej  President 
of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Franklin,  has  been  read  in  Council,  and  in 
answer  thereto  I  have  the  Honor  of  observing  that  in  the  case  of  the 
'  prisoner,  Mr.  Franklin,  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Luzerne  de- 
pended, in  the  opinion  of  Oov^  in  a  great  measure  on  the  confine- 
ment of  this  man  untill  he  could  be  brought  to  trial,  which  will  now 
take  place  within  a  very  few  days,  and  which  is  as  early  aa  the 
Supreme  Judges  have  had  it  in  their  power,  agreeably  with  their 
established  oider  of  doing  tl\p  duties  of  their  offices,  to  go  to  Lu- 
cerne, and  we  presume  that  the  charge  against  Mr.  Franklin,  and 
that  not  merely  such  unsupported  by  affidavits,  as  your  Excellency's 
letter  would  seem  to  imply,  together  with  the  welt  known  spirit  and 

*  See  page  899. 
t  See  page  409. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XV.,  p.  676. 
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iinif(i$rm  oondnot  of  tbis  pereoD^  &  the  distnrbamMB  which  have  mib- 
Bkted  in  the  setllement  of  Wioming  almost  e?er  since  &i8  detectioDi 
will  folly  jostifj  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Oov^  The  people 
of  both  the  6ov^  that  over  which  yoa  preside,  as  well  as  of 
Pimiisy'*}  have  at  least  the  scaM  remainiiig  of  the  wounds  they  have 
received  in  tlfe  unhappy  dispute  which  formerly  subsisted,  and  which 
we  have  now  no  doubt  of  having  quite  healed  i|P;  uqless  some  un- 
happy interposition  should  prevent,  we  hope,  shr,  that  the  wisdom 
and  justice  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylva.  will  lead  to  such  measures 
as  will  Justify  the  Gov*  to  the  unprejudiced,  and  be  assured  that 
nothing  will  afiord  a  higher  gratification  to  this  State  than  to  find 
that  Conneoticttt  should  be  so  happy  as  to  view  it  in  the  same  point 
of  light. 

Be  assured,  Sir,  that  it  will  be  the  care  of  Pennsylvania  to  Culti- 
vate a  good  understanding  with  your  State,  and  we  shall  be  happy  in 
pursuing  such  measures  as  will  have  a  real  tendeucy  to  ease  the  feel- 
ings of  our  Citizens  of  the  County  of  Luzerne  as  wen  as  those^iof  their 
friends  and  connections  in  the  State  of  Connecticut 
I  have  the  Honor  tg  be  Sir, 

with  great  respect  your  most 

obedient  &  very  humble  servt., 

DAVID  BEDICK^Tine  Pkesiderit. 


Sbc't  C.  Bii>i>lb  to  Attorhbt  General,  1788. 

Philada.,  Ootr.  2d,  1788/ 
Dear  Sir, 

I  send  you  by  the  Sheriff  of  Luzerne  the  papers  that  have  been 
transmitted  by  the  Oovernorand  Chief  Justices  of  the  State  of  Now 
York  relating  to  said  John  Franklin — as  the  Chief  Justice  of  N. 
York  will  want  those  pi^^ers  returned  to  him,  Cornell  request  you 
will  bring  them  here  with  you  or  send  them  to  me  by  some  safe 
convejanoe. 

Witb.great  Esteem, 

I  an,  Dr.  Sir, 

yr.  obt.  servt., 

C.  itDpfB,  Sec'y. . 
I  send  yoa  the  newspapers  of  the  day. 

Indorsed, 

1788,  October  Sflth.  Papers*  put  Jnto  the  hands  of  the  Atfjr. 
General  respeetg.  John  Franklin,  a  State  prisotier  for  ezeiting  dis- 
turbanecs  at  Wioming.    Returned  by  Mr.  Bradibrd. 

*  This  appeara  to  be  merely  the  eayelofB. 
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B^TUaN     OF    FiBLD     OfFIOBES     of    NoaiHUMBSKLAND 

County,  1788. 

Return  of  field  Offioen  Stec4ed  m  The  Goanly  of  North'*,  Agroe- 
able  To  the  Militia  Law. 

1st  BattalioD;  Lieatenant  Colonel,  John  Wliite. 
Maj''.  Charles  Oobin. 

2d;  James  Marry,  Lieatenant  Colonel. 
Maj'.  James  MoMahin. 

8d|. William  Hepburn j  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
Maj'.  Isaac  Seelj. 

4Qi;  John  Kelleji  Lieutenant  Col". 
Maj».  John  Qraj. 

5th;  Anthony  Sulin,  Lieutenant  Col*. 
Jacob  HostermaU;  Maj'. 

I  do  hereby  Certify  That  the  Above  is  a  True  Return  of  The 
Different  El^eotions  held  by 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 

Li^ut,  NortJi*  County. 
Directed^ 
Charles  Blddlc;  Esqr.,  Secretary  of  Council. 


E08A7  OF  A  Plan  to  apmbciatb  thb  Mohby,  1788, 

It  seems  that  nothing  is  likely  to  restore  confidence  in  the  paper 
money ;  to  sink  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Slate,  as  the  quantity  is  lessened, 
the  scarcity  will  appreciate  the  Beiidue.  . 

First  Method,  let  the  mortgages  be  made  transferrable,  by  the 
Trustees,  to  any  Penson  discharging  the  amount.  The  original  Con- 
tract however  to  remain  valid  with  regard  to  the  time  of  payment 
and  kind  of  money.  No  money  is  to  be  issued  from  the  Loan  Office, 
as  the  law  now  stands,  so  whatever  sums  come  in  by  this  method 
oaa  he  burned.  Qoere,  would  this  be  aj^nst  the  Mortgager  or  not  ? 
he  would  not  be  pushed,  but  in  the  end  mast  pay  hard  money. 
The  speculation  would  be  in  favour  of  the  Transferee^,  who  advanced 
Paper,  and  finally  would  get  both  Principal  and  Interest  in  hard 
money.    The  State,  it  has  been  said,  could  get  quit  of  80  out  of  the 
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43  M.  outstanding  on  the  Loan  Office  BookS;  this  however  ought  to 
be  reduced  to  some  certaintj,  and  the  Persons  actually  known^  who 
would  advance  the  money^  before  any  law  is  risqued. 

2d  Method  J  to  open  a  Loan,  for  the  taking  up  30  or  40  M.,  of  the 
paper  money,  on  usual  half  yearly  interest,  redeemable  in  7  years, 
aod  a  sufficient  fund,  the  produce  of  which  to  be  hard  money  only, 
assigned  for  payment  of  Interest  and  Principal,  and  the  moneys  so 
taken  up  burned.  This  would  lessen  the  gross  sum,  but  at  the  same 
time  lessen  the  funds  for  sinking  the  residue,  by  withdrawing  one 
for  an  hard  money  fund.  The  Fpeculation  would  be  in  favour  of 
the  advancers  of  money,  but  perhaps  it  would  be  a  very  just  one, 
as  it  is  likely  the  subscribers  to  this  loan,  would  be  such  as  had 
reo'd  the  money  at  Par,  in  Salaries,  Interest,  &c. 

8d  Method,  open  a  loan  of  hard  money  only,  assign  the  most  un- 
exceptionable fund  for  the  payment  of  Interest  half  yearly,  Principal 
redeemable  in  7  years,  Produce  of  the  food  to  be  hard  n^oney  only. 
This  is  liable  to  the  same  objection  as  the  above  with  respect  to 
withdrawing  a  fund,  buy  up  paper  with  the  hard  money,  and  buch 
it— 20  M*.  will  procure  80  M.,  Speculation  is  an  ugly  Business  for 
Government;  here  however  it  is  intirely  in  favour  of  the  State.  But 
where  is  the  hard  money? 

4th,  Follow  the  depreciation,  and  pav  every  officer  of  Government, 
not  in  (he  nominal  sum/  bat  agroeabfe  to  the  amount  advanced  of 
Paper  necessary  to  procure  the  hard  money.  Necessity  has  forced  the 
S.  £.  0.,  into  these  measures  in  all  the  late  Government  Oontracts. 
Why  should  the  Public  officers  alone  suffer  7  let  the  Present  Taxes 
be  called  in  with  all  diligence,  and  let  the  New  ones  be  laid  on  the 
same  principles  of  depreciation. 
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Wm.  Bbadfokd,  Attt,  Gbn.,  xo  Sbcebtaby  Bibmb,  1788. 
gj^  EastoB,  Not,  1, 1788* 

I  have  wceiyed  the  papers  Vfhkh  you  fonmded  by  Laud  Bitler 
Jiaquire,  Sheriff  of  Luzerne,  but  upon  ezamiiiatioB,  Idonotfiiid 
that  thev  wall  be  of  any  essential  aerTice  in  the  prosecution. 

Be  pleased  to  inform  Council  that  the  Oommonwealth  has  been 
sucoeMfulin  both  the  suite  bfought  by  James  Delancy  t  Marmret 
his  wife,  to  recover  certain  lands  sold  by  the  State  to  J.  M oNair  & 
others,  as  forfeited  by  the  att^der  of  Andrew  Allen.  The  property 
immediately  in  dispute  was  abeut  800  acres,  that  which  was  involved 
m  the  question  was  about  a  thousand  acres. 

The  Judges  set  out  for  Luzerne  to  morrow,  J.  Franklin  went  for- 
ward  thia  day  undi»r  the  Cuatody  of  Sheriff  Butler. 
I^am  sir, 
with  great  Esteem, 
your  most  obedt  Servt. 

WM.  BRADFORD,  Jut; 
Birededj 

Charles  Biddle  Esquire  Secretary  of  Council,  Philadelphia. 


RbCOKP  of     CoNVIOTIOF  OB  KiLBOEN  AND  PARKB— - 

Wyoming,  1788. 

I  certify  that  at  n  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Qenefal'Gaol 
Delivery  held  at  Wilkesborough  for  the  County  of  Lueeme  the 
fourth  day  of  November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  eight,  before  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean 
Esquire  Doctor  of  Laws,  Chief  Justice,  and  the  Honorable  Jacob 
Rush  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  J^ennsylvania,  Joseph  Kilborne  and  Darius  Parks 
of  Luzerne  County,  Yeomen,  were  indicted  tried  and  convicted  by  a 
Jury  of  the  Country,  for  that  they  together  with  a  number  of  others, 
on  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  June  in  the  Tear  of  eur  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  eight,  at  Wilkesborough  in  the 
said  County,  with  force  and  Arms,  to  wit,  with  Guns,  Knives^  and 
Tomahawks,  unlawfally,  riotously  and  routously  did  assembly  and 
gather  themselves  togetlier  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  said  Commoj^- 
wealch,  and  so  being  assembled  and  gathered  in  and  upon  Timothy 
Pickering  Esquire,  (then  and  still  being  Prothonotary  of  the  Couft 
of  common  pleas,  holden  in  and  for  the  said  County,  Register  for  the 
probate  of  wills  and  granting  Letters  of  Aidminiatiation  and  Re- 
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oorder  of  Deeds  in  and  for  the  County  aforesaid^  and  one  of  the 
GottuniaBioners  appointed  by  the  Oommonwealth  for  ascertaining  the 
Claims  of  the  Connecticut  claimants  to  lands  in  the  said  County,) 
and  the  pieace  of  G-od  and  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid  then  and 
there  being  unlawfully,  riotously,  &  routously  did  make  an  Assault 
•  and  him  the  said  Timothy,  then  and  there  unlawfully  riotously  & 
routously  did  beat  k  ill  treat,  &  him  the  said  Timothy  Pickering 
Esquire  then  and  there  did  unlawfully  riotously  &  routously  bind 
with  Cords,  imprison  &  of  his  natural  Liberty  deprive,  and  him 
the  said  Timothy  Pickering  Esquire,  so  bound  as  aforesiud,  with 
foroe  and  Arms  &e.,  unlawfully  riotously  &  routously  and  against 
the  will  of  the  said  Timothy,  did  take  and  convey  away  into  lone  & 
desert  places  in  the  said  County,  and  him  the  said  Timothy  Pick- 
ering Esquire  in  the  said  lone  and  desert  places  from  the  day  afore- 
said until  the  fifteenth  Day  of  July  in  the  same  year,  bound  with 
Chains  and  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  unlawfiiliy 
riotously  and  routously  did  keep,  imprison  &  detain,  with  a  seditioua 
intention  to  compell  and  procure  the  dischai*ge  and  Release  from 
Ooal,  of  one  John  Franklin  then  lately  before  arrested,  &  committed 
to  the  Goal  of  the  City  &  County  of  Philadelphia  charged  with  High 
Traason  against  this  Commonwealth  &  committed  for  the  same — to 
the  great  damage  of  the  said  Timothy  Pickering  Esquire,  to  the  evil 
Example  of  aU  others  in  the  like  Case  offencSag  and  against  the 
peace  and  dignity  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  Where- 
upon it  was  considered  by  the  said  Justices,  that  the  said  Joseph 
Kilbom  should  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  Dollars  to  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  Costs  of  Prosecution  and  be  committed  to  the 
common  Gaol  of  Luzerne  County  for  the  space  of  six  calender 
months,  that  is  'till  the  sixth  day  of  May  next,  and  that  Darius 
Parks  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  Costs  of  Prosecution  and  in  the  mean  time  remain  in 
the  Sheriff's  Custody. 

BDW.  BUED,  prot.  Supr.  Court. 


Rboobd  op  Conviction  of  B.  and  N.  Abbott— WtOMraa, 

1788. 

I,  Edward  Burd,  prothonotary  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  do  certify  that  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and 
:  Terminer  and  General  Gaol  Delivery,  held  at  Wilkesborough,  for 
'  the  County  of  Luzerne,  the  fourth  day  of  Novemberi  in  the  year  of 
'  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eighty  Benjamin 
Abbott  and  Nathan  Abbott,  junior,  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  ITeo- 
meu;  were  indicted  and  convicted^  by  their  own  Confession,  of  havii]\g 

*  Fine  reiaitted,  See  Col.  Rec.,  ¥b1.  tY:\  p.  696. 
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Dii  tfa^  iW«Bly-riiitli  jay  of  Jemd  last,  at  WSkeeWoi^gh,  in  tUd  said' 
Gounly,  together  with  a  number  of  otherB,  unlawfblly,  routously 
atid  netOMly  asHAlted  md  beat  the  eaid  Timothy  PIdcering, 
Esquire,  bound  with  Cords,  imprisoned  and  deprived  him  of  bi^ 
Bmtaral  Libefrty,  and  conveyed  bim  away  to  lone  and  desert  places 
in  the  said  Connty,  and  unlawfully,  rontously  and  riotously  keptr 
imprisoned  and  detained  the  said  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  in  the 
said  lone  and  desert  places,  bound  with  Chains,  and  exposed  to  the 
Inclemency  of  the  weather,  from  the  said  twenty-sixth  day  of  June 
until  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  same  year,  with  a  seditious 
Intention  to  compel  and  procure  the  discharge  and  release  from  Gaol 
of  one  Jobn  Franklin,  then  lately  before  arrested  and  committed  to 
the  Gaol  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  charged  with  High 
TieMcm  against  the  said  Commonwealth,  and  committed  for  the  cnme, 
wberenpen  it  was  oonaulered  by  the  ttdd  Court  that  the  said  Benjamiii 
Abbot  and  Nathan  Abbot,  junior,'  severally  pay  a  fine  of  twenty 
ghiUingB  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  discharge  the 
Costa  of  jNroeecutioa^  and  in  the  mean  time  remain  in  the  Sheriff's 
<}iisto^. 

Witness  my  Hand,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  Tear  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  aeven  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

£DW.  BUBD,  psot. 


Ebcord  OB  Conviction  of  Zeb.  Cadb— Wyoming,  1T88. 

I,  Edward  Burd,  prothonotary  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  do  certify  that  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  General  Gaol  Delivery,  held  at  Wilkesborougb,  for 
the  County  of  Luzerne,  the  fourth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  Zebulon 
Cady,  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  Teoman,  was  indicted  and  convicted, 
by  bis  own  Confession,  of  having  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June 
last,  at  Wilkesborougb,  in  the  said  County,  together  with  a  number 
of  others,  riotously,  routously  and  unlawfully  assaulted  and  beat 
Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire,  bound  with  Cords,  imprisoned  and 
deprived  him  of  his  natural  Liberty,  and  conveyed  him  away  to  lone 
and  desert  places  in  the  said  County^  and  unlawfully,  routously  and 
riotously  kept  imprisoned  and  detained,  the  said  Timothy  Pickering 
Esquire,  in  the  said  lone  and  desert  places,  bound  with  Chains  and 
exposed  to  the  Inclemency  of  the  weather  from  the  said  twenty-sixth 
day  of  June  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  Julyj^  in  the  same  Tear,  with  a 
seditious  intention  to  compel  and  procure  the  discharge  and  release 
from  Gaol  of  one  John  Franklin,  then  lately  before  arrested  and 
committed  to  the  Gaol  of  the  Citv  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 
efaarged  with  high  Treason  against  the  said  Commonwealtb,  and  oom- 
mitted  for  the  same^  whereupon  it  waa  considered  by  the  said  Court 
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tbU  tfad  mi  Zabulon  Gadj  sboodd  te  omnmitied  to  the  oomm<)ft 
Gaol  of  Luzerne  County  for  the  Spaoe  of  three  Calendar  Months, 
discharge  the  Costs  of  prosecution^  ani  in  the  mean  time  remain  ia 
the  SherifTB  Custody. 

Witness  my  Hand,  the  se^eBth  day  of  NoYember>  in  ths  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eight j*eight. 

EDW.  BUED,  prot. 


James  Bbison  to  Vice  Pres.  Redick,  1788. 

Greensburgh;  8th  November,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  lines  respecting  an  eleokioa 
lately  held  for  Justices  of  the  Peaoe  in  Pittsbnq^.  It  is  said  that 
BO  election  can,  with  propriety,  be  held  in  a  district  in  which  a 
County  Town  is utuate,  for  agreater  number  of  JustioeB ihan  woaU 
be  proper  in  any  other  district,  until  a  special  order  be  granted  by 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  that  purpose.  I  did  not  think' 
of  this  matter  when  I  was  in  Philadelphia,  and  have  not  bad  oppor* 
tunity  of  consulting  any  Gentlemen  of  the  law  on  the  snbject  sinee  ; 
But  I  would  imagixie  that  the  words  in  the  Act  of  Assembly,  "  As 
soon  as  the  Pre  sident  or  Vice  President  in  Council  shall  think 
proper  to  grant  the  same,''  may  be  as  well  applied  to  the  granting  of 
Commissions  after  an  election,  As  to  the  granting  an  order  for  suoh 
election.  In  our  Case  the  exigency  was  such  that  we  had  no  alter- 
native ;  if  an  election  had  not  been  held  in  this  way,  we  would  not 
lave  had  Justices  enough  in  the  New  County  to  hold  a^Court  at  the 
timeappointed  by  Law;  Mr.  Wallace,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Mr.  Scott, 
who  lives  near  Chartiers,  arc  the  only  Justices  in  Allegheny  County, 
As  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  lives  in  the  Forks  between  Youghagania  & 
Honongahala,  is  either  gone  or  immediately  going  down  the  Ohio 
River. 

I  would  fondly  hope^  that  under  these  circumstances,  the  Council 
will  not  refuse  us  the  Commissions  for  those  elected. 

It  seems  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  who  is  third  ^  the 
Beturn,  had  not  been  farther  forward.  He  is  considered  as  a  Gentle- 
man of  Merit  and  very  steady  Judgment.  I  am  informed  that  some 
of  your  Colleagues  are  very  well  acquainted  with  him— if  so,  the 
Council  will  be  better  able  to  judge  from  their  information  whether  it 
would  be  expedient  to  give  him  a  preference. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"With  the  most  perfect  Respect, 

Your  Obedient,  humble  servant, 
Directed,  JAMES  BRISON. 

The  Honorable  David  Roddick,  Esquire,  Vice  Present  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 
Hon'd  by  Capt.  Morrison. 
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OoL.  Isaac  Mblchbr  to  Pees»  Miffuk,  1T88. 

May  it  please  yo^r  Exoelleney. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  accompany  this  with  a  sketch  or  map  of  tlke» 
C<Mintry  boun^^d  by  the  North  line  of  this  State,  and  to  solicit  your 
attention  to  these  communications;  and  particularly  to  the  situation 
of  that  Country,  its  connection  by  land  &  water  with  some  of  the 
most  fertile,  settled  lands  in  the  State  of  N.  York  &  also  ye  new  ones 
now  forming,  by  which  may  be  discovered  the  immense  advantaged 
that  wonld  result  to  this  State,  if  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware  was 
improved  from  the  division  line,  between  N.  York  &  Pennsyl.  and 
new  roads  opened  to  the  N.  W.  parts  of  the  latter,  which  would  not? 
only  encourage  population  and  facilitate  the  sales  of  Lands,  but 
encrease  the  commerce  of  the  metropolis  and  State  in  general,  as 
well  the  cultivation  of  unimproved  lands,  and  augment  the  State 
revenue.  Should  the  Ideas  suggested  above,  strike  your  Honbie 
board  as  objects  worthy  attention,  on  an  investigation  m  the  subject 
I  humbly  solicit  your  communication  to  the  Legislature.  I  will 
only  add  that  I  have  enumerated  but  a  few  of  the  many  advantaged 
that  might  be  derived  from  an  easy  intercourse  to  the  N.  &  N.  W.^ 
and  sh^I  conclude  with  observing  that  Country  could  be  made  t^ 
Philada.  what  the  Lands  on  the  Susquehanna  are  to  Maryland.  I 
am  with  defference  and  Respect,  f 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  ser. 

ISAAC  MELCHER.*  ' 

Philada.,  10  Nov.  1788. 
Directed^ 

His  Exoelleney,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.^  President  of  the  Supreme 
£xe<iative  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


JoKATHAN  B.  Smith  to  Prbs.  Mifflin— Ebsionatioit, 

1788. 

PhiladA.,  Ij^ow.  13tb,  1788. 
H^  it  pleaae  your  Excellency. 

I  aiqst  beg  the  favor  of  yoar  eaecellenoy  to  deeiareto  the  Honbb 
Coonoell  that  I  Teeigii  to  them  ihe  office  of  Ptotho&otmry  d  Hm 
Coonty  of  Philadelphia. 

I  am  jotor  fixoeUeoey'e  mtet  respeMfal, 

&  iM»t  obed't  hnmhik  servAnt. 

J.B.  SMITH.f 
IHreetidj 
To  kia  Bxoellenoy],  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  597. 

t  See  Co|.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p,  695.  James  Biddle  elected  Prothonotary 
•f  ryiftdelpbia  CO.,  in  Hie  pfooe.  .      . 
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Col.  Timothy  Pickbrikg  to  Pres.  Mifpun,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre,  Nor.  16th,  1788. 
Sir 

This  win  be  presented  to  yonr  ExcelleDoj  by  Gapt&in  Rom.  He 
takes  with  him  John  Franklin;  to  deliver  to  the  Sheriff  of  Northamp- 
ton j  after  which  ho  proposes  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  where,  amon^ 
other  business,  he  will  make  application  to  Council  for  the  reward 
due  for  some  of  the  convicted  Eioters  of  this  county. 

At  the  Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  held  here  last  week,  Stephen 
Jenkins,  Joseph  Kilborn,  Thomas  Kinney  and  Darius  Parkes,  were 
tried  and  convicted  of  the  riot  committed  here  in  June  last,  when  I 
was  taken  &  kept  a  prisoner  in  the  woods.  For  Kinney,  I  believe 
the  reward  has  already  been  paid,  and  Parker  was  apprehended  bj 
^  oonstable  on  a  warrant  from  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  m  the  ordinary 
course  of  law ;  for  him  therefore  no  reward  is  due.  The  captors  of 
Stephen  Jenkins  &  Joseph  Kilborn  I  suppose  are  entitled  to  4 
hundred  dollars  for  each  of  them.  A  claim  will  be  presented  for 
100  dollars  for  the  taking  of  Aaron  Kilborn  by  Qideon  Osterhout 
a  constable.  I  doubted  the  propriety  of  this  claim ;  for  I  recollected 
that  Esq.  Smith  told  me  he  happened  to  be  np  the  river  ia  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kilborn's  father's  house,  &  hearing  that  the  lad 
had  come  home,  he  issued  his  warrant  for  apprehending  him,  which 
was  executed  bv  Osterhout  the  Oonstable  :  but  the  latter  says  he 
took  him  on  the  proclamation  of  Council.  Touog  Kilborn  la  but 
about  fifteen  years  old,  and  on  his  examination,  I  remember  he  said 
he  had  come  home  with  a  view  to  sive  himself  up,  but  was  seized 
before  he  had  time  to  set  o€  for  Wifkesboro'^  for  that  purpose.  He 
was  brought  to  this  place  about  the  20th  of  August  last,  at  which 
time  the  party  with  whom  he  fled  remained  within  the  State  of 
New- York,  where  he  also  might  have  continued,  his  brother  (of  full 
age)  beiog  one  of  tbem — had  he  not  eome  hcmie  with  a  deaga  of 
surrendering  himself.  These  oiroumstances  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  mention  for  the  consideration  of  Council.  I  wish  well  to  Oster- 
hout for  his  steady  attachment  to  Government,  and  beoaose  he  has 
formerly  suffered  for  it,  from  some  of  the  gang  who  took  mci;  and 
had  he  pvrsued  young  Kilborn  when  fleeing,  or  incurred  any  lutsard 
in-  the  9oi  of  taking  bim^  I  should  hsvc  thougbt  he  merited  the 
reward. 

Zebulon  Cady,  another  of  the  rioUn,  ft  a  nctorio«a  villain,  was 


seized  by  two  aoiie  of  esqiiire  Smith  and  Mr.  Ochmig,  duiing  the 
Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer,  before  which  he 
being  arraigned,  pleaded  guilty,  &  received  Idb 
aptors  richly  dceetve  the  reward :  they  broke  opei 


sitting  of  the  Court 
brought;  and 

tenoc     His  captcrs  richly  dceerve  the  reward;  they  broke  open  his 
house  in  the  night,  &  took  him  with  his  arms  in  his  hands^  standing 
upon  his  defence^ 
The  Attorney  General  said  he  should  write  tCf  OouniA  to  propoaa 
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the  zeypeiitiotk  of  the  ffoobmntion  '^  I  wish  it  m^y  i^ave  I^mq  dono, 
&  tbat  the  revocation  may  be  soon  poblished  here :  for  I  am  appre- 
henaiye  of  collusion  between  the  remainder  of  the  riote]:a  and  their. 
fiieads,  for  the  pnrpoeeof  getting  the  rewarda;  seeing  the  Oonrty 
eommiflscnratiDg  the  oulpritB  for  .t&ir  poverty,  &  beca«30  misled  by; 
the  Jenkinoes  &  other  ivon  in  yearsi  have  inflicted  very  light  punish- 
Biente.  Bat  I  beg  leave  to  enggeety  whether  ifith  the  revocation,  itt 
will  not  be  expedient  to  reiqaire  all  the  officers  &  ministers  of  jiistioe^ 
to  apprehend  the  remaining  rioters.  It  would  also  seem  to  me 
expedient  to.  ^eept  John  Jenkins  from  the  revogation,  but  to  reduce 
the  reward  to  100  or  even  to  50  dollars.  This  man  was  the  prima 
instigator  of  the  plo^^  and  has  gone  hand  in  hand  with  Franklin, 
altho'  the  Grand  Jury  did  not  find  evidence  to  indict  him  of  high 
treason.  He  has  been  indicted  for  the  riot,  on  the  clearest  evidence ; 
and  the  continuance  of  [the  offer  of  a  reward  will  either  insure  the 
taking  him,  or  keep  him  in  York  State^  whither  he  went  as  soon  as 
I  was  taken  ft  where  he  still  remains;  and  where^  for  the  good  of 
this  settlement,  it  might  be  well  if  he  should  ever  remain  :  for  tho' 
deficient  in  courage  to  etecute,  yet  he  has  a  heart  base  ft  wicked 
enongh  to  contrive  any  mischief  whatever. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Very  respectfully.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  servant. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERINa. 

P.8.  On  my  return  hither  I  found  the  enclosed  return  of  ihe 
election  of  Justices  of  the  peace  had  been  lodged  in  my  office :  I  now 
transmit  the  same,  that  Council  may  commissionate  one  of  them ; 
and  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  there  will  be  a  convenience  in  its 
being  done  immediately,  lest  there  should  be  a  defect  of  Justices  at 
our  next  (tenn,  which  commences  the  second  of  Beeonber^  and  at 
present  there  are  but  four  Justices  in  commission  in  the  county. 
Directed, 

His  Exeellency,  the  president  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Oouneil. 


P&ACTiTiONSBS  OF  Lawin  Philadklphu — Memokial,  1788, 

To  his  Excellency  the  Plresident  and  the  honorable  the  Supreme 
Exeeotive  Oouneil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  the  subscribing  Practitioners  at  Law  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  County  of  Philadelphia  beiog  deeply  interested  Sn 
Behalf  of  ourselves  and  of  our  Clients  in  having  the  office  of  Pro- 
thonotary  of  the  said  Court  filled  by  a  proper  Person;  beg  leave  to 

*  Col  B?c-,  Vol.  iV.,  p.  e02. 
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express  our  favorable  Setttimemts  of  the  Oenfleman  vlio  htm  li^ly 
been  appoiDted'to  this  Station  in  Oonsequenoe  of  the  Resignation  of 
Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Esquire. 

The  well  known  Abilities,  Ezperienee,  Integrity  and  Attention  to 
Business  of  James  Biddle,  £sqnire,  at  the  same  Time  that  ikej 
promise  Aecnracj,  Fidelity  and  JOispatoh  in  the  important  Duties  of 
that  office  induce  us  to  return  our  Thanks  to  your  Bxeellenoy  and 
the  honorable  Council  for  the  judicious  appointment  which  has  been 
made. 

We  are  with  the  highest  Respect,  and  Esteem  for  your  Elceelleiio}^ 
ft  the  honorable  Council, 

Your  most  obedient  ft  most  humble  servants.**' 
.   15th  Nov.  1788. 

Charles  8wift|  Jona  D.  Sergeant^ 

Benj.  Morgan,  Jun'r,  Wm  Lewis,  / 

Anthony  Morris,  Jared  Ingersolly 

Jacob  R.  Howell,  Ales'r  Wiloocks, 

Rob.  Miltigan,  fidw'd  Tilghmao, 

John  fiallowell,  W.  Rawle, 

Peter  Z.  Lloyd,  Samson  Levy, 

Moses  Levy,  Jno.  C.  Wells, 

Jasper  Mojlan,  Chas.  Heatly, 

John  D.  Coxe,  John  Todd,  Jun'r. 

Directed, 
His  Sxoelleney,  Thomas  Mlffin,  Esquire,  Preddient  of  Coutieil. 


Thomas  Fitzsimons  to  Paes.  Miffuk,  1788. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  Resolution  entered  into  by  ibe  Gen'l 
assembly  and  to  inform  you  that  the  Committee  will  do  ready  to 
attend  to  the  business  when  Council  assign  a  time  for  that  purpose 
^— it  may  be  necessary  to  add;  that  it  ieems  to  be  the  Intention  of 
the  House  to  close  the  present  session  tomorrow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  Your  most  b'ble  Servant 

THO.  FITZSIMONS.f 
Nov.  2l8t,  1788. 
Directed 
.    His  Excellency,  Tho.  Mifflin,  Esqr. 

*  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol  XV.,  p.  595. 
t  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  604. 
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John  Lueens,  S.  G.,  io  Paesidbni  Mifflxn,  1788. 

Tuesday,  2th  Decbr.,  1788.    . 
Sir 

Yeflterdaj  I  received  an  order  from  Coancil^  directing  all  the  l8» 
lands  in  the  Alleghany  and  Ohio  Riyers  should  be  surveyed  &  re- 
tomed  into  my  Office, — as  there  is  no  Deputy  Surveyor  appointed 
for  doing  the  same,  I  would  with  submission  recommend  Mr.  Andrew 
Ellicott  for  that  Service  or  any  other  that  Oouncil  may  have  to  do 
on  the  North  of  the  line  of  the  State  Settled  last  Summer. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  H'We  Serv't 
Directed,  JNO.  LUKBNS,  Esqr. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  MiffliU;  Esqr,  Presid't. 


Db.  Bjenjamin  Bu8h  to  Council-^Diceinson  Collsqe, 

1788. 

Gentlemen, 

From  the  present  deranged  state  of  public  affairs,  the  College  of 
Carlisle  has  suffered  in  her  resources  in  common  with  the  other  public 
institutions  of  the  state.  The  Council  of  Pennsylvania  have  for 
several  half  years  past,  from  a  generous  concern  for  the  advance- 
ment of  literature  in  the  western  country,  directed  the  treasurer  of 
the  state  to  issue  a  special  order  upon  the  treasurer  of  Cumberland 
County  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  funded  certificates  of  the  Col- 
lege. In  the  name  of  the  trustees,  &  of  the  friends  of  the  College, 
I  beg  leave  to  solicit  a  repetition  of  the  sapie  favor,  &  have  the  honor 
to  be  Gentleman,  with  great  respeet  your  most 

humble  Servant 

BBNJ.  RUSH.* 

Philadelphia;  4th  Decembr.,  1788. 
Indoned 

Read  in  Council  same  day,  and  the  treasurer  directed  to  draw  the 
Order  for  1  half  year's  Interest. 


COUHOIL  TO  RiCHAKD  BUTLER  AND  JOHN  GlBSOlT,   1788. 

Qentlemen, 

You  have  inclosed  an  Invoice  of  Goods  sent  you  to  purchase  the 
Indian  Claims  to  the  Country  adjoining  Lake  Erie  and  the  Northern 
liine  of  Pennsylvania.   Some  of  the  articles  you  wanted  were  not  to 

•  See  Col.  Rep.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  616. 
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be  had :  in  the  room  of  them^  such  were  procared,  as  in  the  opinion  of 
Council  would  best  answer  the  purpose  iot  whiob  they  are  intended. 
In  transacting  this  business  Council  have  the  utmost  reliance  oa 
your  doing  every  thing  in  your  power  for  the  interest  and  advantage 
of  the  State. 
Indorsed— Dechr,  8th,  1788. 

Tr.  &o. 


PniLADSLPfiXA  Company^  &o.,  to  a  Committee  of 
Council,  1788. 

To  the  Honorable  Committee  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania;  appointed  for  the  special 
purpose  of  considering  what  further  roads  may  be  necessary  to  be 
opened,  &o.,  in  said  Commonwealth. 

May  it  please  your  Honors, 

The  Subscribers  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you  the  propriety  of 
opening  a  Road  from  or  near  Leonard  Balliard's  House  in  Mahon- 
ing Valley,  about  71  miles  from  Philadelphia,  into  the  road  directed 
to  be  opened  by  an  Act  of  the  Honorable  the  Legislature^  passed 
the  29th  March,  1787^  which  leads  to  the  falls  of  the  Nesoopeck,  in 
ihe  BLver  Susquehanna.  The  advantages  attending  this  proposed 
Jload  would  be  very  considerable  to  the  Inhabitants  settled  in  the 
Counties  of  Northumberland  &  Luzerne  in  particular,  but  to  the 
^tate  in  General ;  many  of  whom  have  a  joircuitous  Bout  of  two 
Jiundred  miles,  who  would  then  have  no  more  than  half  that  dis- 
tanoe  to  bring  their  produce  to  this  Market,  which  undoubtedly 
would  be  mutually  advantageous  to  the  City  and  several  of  the 
Counties.  The  said  Road  would  secure  to  a  respectable  part  of  the 
State  the  advantages  of  the  Philadelphia  Market  with  considerable 
Convenience.  The  Distance  necessary  to  be  opened  would  be  about 
18  or  20  miles,  &  at  present  the  views  of  the  Legislature  in  opening 
the  Noscopeck  Boad  must  be  frustrated  unless  this  prayer  should  be 
granted,  aa  it  was  designed  to  have  been  carried  to  the  Water  Navi- 
gation of  the  Biver  Lehi,  but  as  the  Commissioner  who  was 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  said  Act,  had  it  then  not  in  his  power 
to  open  it  to  the  said  Communication,  the  Views  of  the  Legislature 
in  consequence  are  rendered  in  some  measure  abortive,  or  at  least 
are  not  attended  with  the  advantages  thereby  designed.  Thia 
addition  thereto  your  petitioners  humbly  conceive  would  perfect  the 
Intentions  which  the  Wisdom  of  the  honorable  Legislature  meant  to 
carry  into  Effect 

We  take  the  Liberty  of  mentioning,  that  there  is  a  Company 
establiiihcd  iu  this  place  nomiaatcd  ^*TIie  Philadelphia   Company 

*  6de  Col  Rec,  Vol  XV.,  p.  61fi. 
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^^for  promoiiug  Manuffjuitwrei  &  the  ute/ul  Artt  in  the  Town  of 
^'Bermc'upon  the  Siuqttehanna"  The  Views  of  which  are  to  pro- 
mote the  intercourse  of  a  w^ghty  part  of  the  State,  which  they 
tmat  will  be  adYantageoas  thereto,  and  disadTantageous  to  none. 
We  therefore  wish  that  you  will  so  far  coincide  with  this  statement 
of  the  important  subject  as  to  report  to  Counoil  the  propriety  of 
opening  ttds  Boad,  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will 
pray,  4c. 

Signed  by  order  &  on  Behalf  of  the  aforesaid  Company,  by 

BENJ'N  SAY,  Presid't 
Philadelpliia,  December  4th,  1788. 


Anbkbw  Bllicott  to  Pkbs.  Mifflin— Erib,  1788, 

December  19th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Being  appointed  to  run  the  Line  between  the  western  boundary 
of  the  State  of  N.  York,  and  the  late  purchase  made  by  this  State 

iof  Congress)  of  a  Tract  of  Country  lying  on  the  South  side  of  Lake 
ilrie,  Ishal  just  mention  some  difficulties  which  will  probably 
aitond  the  execution  of  this  business, — and  Jirst,  because  the  point 
which  limits  the  State  of  N.  York  to  the  Westward,  agreeably  to 
the  cession  made  by  that  State,  and  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to 
CoDgress  in  the  year  ,  lies  within  the  British  Settlements  on 

the  West  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  to 
obtain  leave  from  the  Commandant  at  Niagara,  or  the  Governor  of 
Canada  to  go  within  the  British  lines  to  commence  the  business.' 
As  this  will  be  a  matter  of  science  only,  and  cannot  possibly  inter- 
fere with  either  their  Jurisdiction  or  Property,  we  may  reasonably 
expect  that  a  proper  representation  made  by  Authority,  will  be 
attended  with  success.  The  second  difficulty  will  be  with  the 
Indians,  but  as  they  are  particularly  attached  to,  and  influenced  by 
the  Cols.  Butler  and  Brandt,  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  Idea 
of  obtaining  their  interest  by  some  means  or  other. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellencies  Hbl.  Servt., 

AND.  BLLICOTT. 

Dtreetedj 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr. 
Indortedy 

Read  in  Council,  Dec.  19th,  Referred  to  V.  P.  Col.  Miles,  Col. 
Smith,  Col.  Dennison,  Mr.  Cannon,  20th  Deer.,  1788.* 


♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  681. 
Vol.  XI.— 19 
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Instrtjctions  to  Jamks  Dukwoodib,  1788. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  December  27th,  1788. 
Sir, 

You  are  to  proceed  on  Monday  next  with  the  letters  for  the 
Sheriffs  of  Washington,  Westmoreland,  Fayette,  Bedford,  Hunting- 
ton, Cumberland,  Franklin  and  Danphine,  and  get  from  them  the 
returns  of  the  Elections  for  Electors,  and  bring  them  to  Council  as 
soon  as  possible.  On  yoor  way  to  Fort  Pitt  try  to  inform  the 
Sheriffs  of  Cumberland,  Franklin  Bedford  snd  Huntington,  that 
you  will  call  as  you  come  down  for  their  Betums,  and  fix  upon 
some  convenient  place  for  them  to  be  left  at. 

As  it  is  of  importance  the  returns  should  be  here  soon  after  the 
Election,  if  ikny  accident  happen  to  detain  you  on  the  Road,  hire 
some  careful  person  to  perform  the  business  you  are  sent  upon,  and 
give  him  those  instructions. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Tery  humble  servanty 

CHA8.  BIDDLE,  Sco'y.* 
JOireeied 
Mr.  James  Dunwoodie. 

♦  S«e  Ool.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  634. 
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APPENDIX,  1782-1788. 

The  papen  oontained  in  the  folloiriDg  pagee  have  been  copied 
from  letter  books  at  Harrisburg — of  those  from  other  persons  than 
the  Council — the  originals  have  not  been  discovered,  bat  they  are 
recorded  (no  doubt  frrom  them)  in  these  books. 

JNoA.  1  to  84  relate  to  Wjomiag.* 


No.  L 

Wm.  BiuDFORD,  Jr.,  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1782. 

To  His  BzcoUency  John  Dickiosoo,  Esq.,  Prest  of  Pennsa. 

Trenton,  Novem.  18,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  informing  your  Ezcellonoy  and  the  Council 
that  the  last  of  the  Commiasioners  that  we  expected  arrived  here  on 
Friday  Evening ;  as  the  Supreme  Court,  as  well  as  the  Legislature, 
were  sitting  in  Trenton,  it  was  difficult  to  provide  convenient 
Chambers  for  the  Commissioners,  and  until  this  morning  the 
Court  was  not  compleatly  organized.  •  IRiey  have  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  at  10  o'Clock,  at  which  time  we  apprehend  that  the 
Agents  for  Connecticut  will  move  that  the  Trial  be  postponed  until 
the  Settlers  (who  will  be  affected  by  the  Determination)  can  have 
notice.  This  strax^  idea  seems  to  be  suggested'  ma«ly  Jbr  the 
purpose  of  Delay,  and  we  o(moeive  will  not  be  adopted*  by  th^ 
Court  Under  tlus  Ciroumstance  it  is  imposatble  for  us  at  present 
to  say  when  the  Witnesses  will  be  wanted.  We  ahould  however  be 
extremely  glad  if  the  original  Charter  and  the  Indian  Deeds  could 
be  forwarded  with  ail  dispatch  Some  oireumstanoes  [may]  oeeur 
that  will  render  it  necessary  for  us  to  be  armed  at  all  poiota,  and 
to  rely  as  little  as  possible  on  the  hopes  of  Indulgence. 

We  shall  endeavor  to  apprise  Councii  of  2:^erj  mateiial  Tran»> 
action  during  the  course  or  the  Trial ;  and  we  hope  if  we  shall  be 
under  the  neeessity  of  drawing  npon  the  Treasury  for  iGarther  soma 
to  defray  the  Expenses  of  the  Commissioners  who  are  attending  th# 
Trial  of  this  important  Cause,  that  it  will  be  ready  to.be  forwacded* 
The  Honour  of  the  State  seems  to  require  this. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  mo.  ob.  Serv.i 

W.  BRADFORD,  June. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.  p.  17.] 

*  Soo  Vol.  X.  for  other  papers  on  the  same  sabjeot 
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No.  2. 

Sdc'T  Matlaok  !eo  Richard  PirtBRSy  1782. 

Philada.,  Decem'r  1, 1782. 
Sir, 

The  President  and  Supreme  BzecQtive  Coancil  order  me  to 
request  that  yoa  will,  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  nezt^  fleun  to  aMeiid* 
the  Conrt  appointed  by  Congress  now  sitting  at  Trenton,  as  a  wit- 
ness on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  cause  now  before  the 
Court  between  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  ConnecUout 
I  am  with  great  esteem  &  respect, 

Tour  Most  Obed.  Servt., 

TIMOTHY  MATLAOK,  Sec'y. 
Hon.  Richard  Peters,  Esqr. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  11.  p.  6.] 


No.  3. 

Council  to  Capt.  Thomas  Robinson,  1783. 

CounoU,  5th  May,  1783. 
Sir. 

Your  ktter  of  the  14th  of  Mareh  was  reoeired  by  Council.  Ta 
yonr  report  of  Indian  Outrage  some  othera  have  been  added,  so 
alarming  as  io  engage  the  most  early  and  serious  attention  of  Cmin- 
oil.  Among  other  steps  which  hare  been  thought  neoeasary  for  tb« 
defence  of  the  Wyoming  settlement,  a  further  supply  of  ammnni* 
iion  is  now  forwarded-— *it  consiats  of  two  Boxes  of  Muskets,  Car^ 
tridgea  A  three  hundred  (300)  flints. 

As  one  expedient  to  quiet  that  restless  disoontented  spirit  whieh 
aeems  still  to  exist  among  the  Connecticut  claimants,  Council  Imve 
thought  proper  to  send  you  a  few  additional  copies  of  the  late  pro- 
damatMrn  upon  that  subject.  You  will  find  some  means  to  spread 
ihem  abroad  among  the  people,  and,  as  far  as  yoar  influence  will  so, 
to  aeoQiid  their  opmtioa  by  securing  Peace  and  promoting  Justice. 

I  aiU;  &c., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG.f 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.  p.  107.] 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  442. 
t  3«e  Vol.  X.,  f.  48» 
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No.  4. 

810BRAS7  AUOKTBOHO  TO  SbOEBTABT  OV  OotlQVMB,  1T84. 

SMntafj's  Ofice, 

Pliikdelphia,  Aiml  14, 1784.    > 

I  Iwve  the  orden  of  Ooonoil  to  toknoirledge  the  Bflo«i|it  of  yoittf 
leiter  to  PrettdoDt  Diokioaon  of  the  26th  JaDuiry  iMt,'*'  eiwlodD^ 
•0  Act  of  CcngtesB  direotiog  a  nalifioadoa  of  the  applieation  mtde 
to  theli  for  the  Inetitntioa  of  a  seoond  Federal  Oovrt  upon  ^e 
Wjoniofi  Bottaeas^  aad  fthe  aasigomctil  of  a  day  for  the  prnpoao  of 
hearing  the  reepeotiye  parties  upon  the  sobjeot 
I  aiD,  Sir^ 

^ith  the  highest  respect^ 

jour  noBt  ohed.  and  hnmb.  Berrt., 

JOHN  ABH8IB0NG,  Jonr., 

SeeretaiT* 
Dinoud,  ^ 

To  Oliatka  ThonsoDy  Secretary  of  OofigveM. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  88  ] 


No.  5.  • 

Pbbs.  Diceikboh  to  Dblbgatss  nr  Cqkgbbss,  1784. 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Miffim,  k  the  Hon.  Edward  Hand,  Esq. 

In  Conncil, 

Philadelphia,  April  14th,  1784. 
Goatleaieo, 

Yesterday  we  received  your  letter  of  the  second  instant,  with  the 
Act  of  Congress  of  the  19th  March ;  inclosed  are  the  resolutions  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  20tk  February  &  second  of  September, 
178S,  ^  of  80tb  of  last  January j*^  and  of  the  petition  of  Shepherd  & 
others.  The  cause  of*  the  Resolutions  of  the  2d  September  u  geoe» 
rally  assigned  in  4be  preamble. 

It  appeared  ia  the  Course  of  the  proceedings  at  Wyoming^^  when 
the  first  commissioners  were  sent  up  agreeably  to  the  Besolutions  ot 
the  20tb  of  February,  that  that  there  would  be  no  accommodatioii^ 
with  the  Persons  actually  settled  thorey  for  they  reprobated  the  Idei> 
of  other  Lands  being  granted  to  them,  unless  the  pretention  pf  a 

»  geoTol.  Xm|k»M. 
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large  nninber  of  the  persons  should  also  be  taken  into  consideration. 
In  one  of  their  addresses  to  the  Commissioners,  dated  the  Twenty 
third  of  April,  1788,  and  signed  by  John  Jenkin  in  behalf  of  him- 
mAf  a^d  the  rest  of  the  settlers/tkey  say  '<  we  eamiot,  as  we  am  joiot 
tenantly  **  with  a  much  greater  Body  of  joint  proprietors,  than  ia 
here  without  their  joint  Consent ^ve  np'onr  olaims  to  those  lands  in 
"  disptHe." 

Thus  by  their  own  acknowledgment,  the  question  no  longer  re- 
lated to  the  persons  designated  by  the  Legislature  of  Coniieoticat 
in  these  ezpressions, "  whose  sufferings  and  oon^fition  under  Pennsyl- 
Taaia  baTo  excited  l^e  commiseration  of  their  Frienda,  but  to  all  tbe 
olainia  that  might  be  made  by  that  ^*  much  greater  body  el  joint 
luroprietorB,"  by  which  words  no  doubt,  were  meant  all  tiie  olaoMi  of 
the  Susquehanna  and  Pelaimre  Companies. 

This  State  eamesUy  desired  and  sincerely  endd^yoared  to  make 
an  equitable  compromise  with  the  settlers  and  with  the  Families  of 
settlers  described  in  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Connecticat. 
These  were  ideally  the  objects  of  the  ^  demenc/'  of  this  <7ommoQ« 
Wealth.  But  «he  eoold  not  consent  to  surrender  a  valuable  Territory 
to  ^i^ims  lAepnsistent  with  Equity.  The  General  Assembly  adjourned 
on  the  first  of  this  month,  so  that  we  hare  not  had  an  opporiuiiity  of 
laying  before  them  the  circular  letter  of  that  date^  bttt  wo  shall  en- 
deavour to  expedite  the  collection  of  the  public  Taxes. 
With  great  and  sincere  esteem, 
I  am,  Oentlemen, 

your  most  ob.  &  humb.  sent, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  64.] 


No.  6. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Colonel  James  Mooeb,  at  WYOMiHa 

1784. 

In  Council, 

April  the  20th,  1784. 
Sir,  .  • 

In  pursuance  of  the  inclosed  resolutions  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly 
of  the  eleventh  &  twenty-fifth  of  March  last,  you  wilt  please  to  make 
such  anungement  that  the  Garrison  may  bo  entirely  withdrawn  from 
WyOiuing  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  Gannon, 
Anns,  &  military  stores  we  wish  to  have  deposited  at  Sutbury,  in 
dome  proper  place,  iknd  under  the  care  of  some  suitable  person.  It 
may  be  advisable  to  consult  General  Potter  and  Wm.  McClay,  Esq., 
• 
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on  this  subject.  An  exact  Return  should  be  made  of  the  articles 
80  deposited,  and  the  muster  Rolls  should  be  completed.  The 
Removal  should  begin  so  early  that  the  Troops  after  being  dis- 
charged, may  reaoh  the  respectivo.  plaoes  of  their  Residence  by  the 
first  day  of  June,  to  which  time  they  are  to  be  supplied  with  rationsj 
and  their  pay  to  be  continued. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  mo.  obed.  humb<  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  85.] 


.  No.  7, 
LiBUT.  Samubl  Reed  to  Libut.  Col.  Moobb,  1784« 

Sir, 

Agreeably  to  your  Orders  I  marched  with  the  detachment  under 
my  command  to  the  neighborhood. pf  Abraham's  plains.  Upon 
entering  that  settlement  (which  was  before  day  light)  I  found  two 
men  in  arms,  with  their  horses  saddled,  and  supposing  them  to  be 
belonging  to  the  party  said  to  be  in  arms,  I  marched  them  under 
guard  in  order  to  prevent  as  fur  as  possible  my  being  discovered. 
Shortly  afiek*  I  peroeiv«d  some  men  runmng  to  tbe  moupta!d,  with 
whom  I  exchanged  a  few  shots  without  receiving  any  damage. 

The  men  were  in  general  absent  with  ther  arm^  and  from  Reportp 
I  h^d  reason  to  expect  opposiiiun. 

I  proceeded  with  ^eat  caution  to  take  the  Locks  off  all  the  arras 
I  could  find,  until  f  joined  Oapt.  Armstrong.  Our  numbers  Vfni 
then  rei^)ectable,  which  I  firmly  believe  was  the  only  Reaaon  that  pre- 
vented theiB  from  oommeneing  Hoetilitiea.  1  most  refer  you  to 
Qiplain  Armstrong  for  ftirther  intelligence.  / 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  Sir, 

your  obedt.  servant, 

SAMUEL  REED,  . 

.     ...  ,      .   Li«ut.  P.  Inf.    , 

May  12, 1784. 
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No.  8, 

Caft.  J.  Abmstboko  to  Li£ut«  Col.  MT)ORSy  1784.     , 

Sir, 

Agreeably  to  your  Infltroctioiia,  I  proceeded  with  the  party  under 
my  command  to  Abraham's  Plains,  &  from  thence  through  the  settle- 
ment to  execute  my  orders.  I  found  the  men  generally  absent  with 
their  arms,  and  had  frequent  Reports  they  were  assembled  on  the 
Hills,  and  that  they  intended  opposition.  I  was  shortly  after  joined 
by  the  party  commanded  by  Lieut.  Beed.  Oar  formidable  conjunc- 
tion I  conceiye  to  be  the  Reason  why  we  were  aot  attacked  by  the 
Connecticut  Settlers^  who  I  presume  were  perfectly  disposed  to  do 
us  every  injury. 

I  am.  Sir, 

your  obed.  eerrt., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONQ. 
May  12, 1784. 

[Letter  Book  I.,  page  168.] 


No.  9. 
Coil.  Jamsb  Moors  to  Prbs.  Dickdi80N|  1784. 

To  His  Exoell'y,  John  Di^insoD;  Esq. 

Fort  Dickinson,  May  15, 1784* 
Sir, 

Id  eonseqveioe  of  Tarious  Reports  eorrobomteil  by  the  laolaaed 
depositions  of  two  men,  that  a  number  of  Oonneeticvt  Olaimaiitfl 
were  in  arms  at  Abraham's  Plains,  six  miles  distant  from  the  OarrisoOi 
that  they  had  in  a  very  hostile  manner  surrounded  several  peaceable 
Citizens  who  were  pursuing  their  Industry  to  the  great  Terror  of 
their  persons.  And  that  numbers  from  the  other  settlements  were 
to  assemble  there  with  their  arms,  in  the  night,  which  the  General 
Commotion  of  the  Connecticut  Faction  give  great  Reason  to 
suspect 

I  conceived  it  necessary  to  detach  Csptain  Armstrong,  and*  Lieu- 
tenant Reed,  each  with  a  detachment  of  fifteen  men  silently  in  the 
night,  to  guard  the  Roads  and  Ferries,  to  prevent  any  dangerous 
combination  that  might  be  intended,  and  in  the  morning  to  proceed 
throught  the  settlement  and  secure  the  locks  of  all  arms  they  could 
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Ta#  offioori  made  use  of  evorj  pracaution  to  preyont  their  par^ 
tiM  bmg  discovered,  and  a  little  before  day  made  prisoners  of  two. 
men  iu  anna  with  their  horses'saddM  in  the  neighborhood  where 
U  wae  said  tbe  Biotera  lay,  whiph  they  eonoeived  were  acting  as 
Cefttineia,  altbongb  n^  iqteUigeocte  could  be  obtainea  from  the  Qien 
they  had  taken^  they  ahortly  after  had  information  that  the  men  in 
thai  oouptry  were  priBcipoUy  assembled  on  the  moontain  very  cou- 
tiguona,  with  their  arma.  Thia  information  they  found  too  truc^  as, 
tl^y  marched  through  the  settlement  to  execute  their  instructions ; 
lon^.parlsiea^perediscQveredi  marehipg  tp  the  Hills,  and  a  few  shota 
were  exchanged,  but  at  so  great  a  distance  that  no  injury  was  done  on, 
aither  side.  The  oSosrs  were  anxious  to  take  some  of  the  men  they 
diacov^red  making  to  tbe  Hills  that  they  might  obtain  some  oertain^ 
loeounta  of  the  number  that  weiein  arms  and  where  they  lay. 

One  of  tho  party  some  time  after  was  made  a  prisoner  and  di»< 
araned  by  a  party  ^  the  Biotera  in  arms.  He  was  told  by  hia 
Capjtains  that  a  vfry  oonaiderable  party  was  assembled  and  that* 
serious  oonseq|uencea  might  be  expected. 

Perfii^  me  to  refer  your  fizoeUency  to  the  inclosed  Beports,  of 
the  officers  or4ered  .on  this  service,  for  further  infprmation  on  the, 
subject.  X  am  happy  tp  inform  you,  diOit  by  their  prudence  the  effu-; 
aioa  oi  Blood,  which  from  n^  information  I  much  dreaded  baa  been 
happily  pvevesuted.  t 

As  your  Excellency  and  Council  has  a  just  claim  upon  mo  for 
every  information  respecting  tbe  situatioii  of  this  country,  I  have 
made  it  my  Business  to  otoain"  as  perfect  an  account  of  the  late 
Bevolntion  that  took  place  here  as  was  possible  to  collect  from  the 
number  of  people  engaged  in  executing. 

I  amticipate  the  intention  of  the  Citizens  in  laying  this  short 
detail  of  the  cireumataneee  and  motifs  that  induced  them  to  adopt 
the  measure,  the  hostile  appearance  of  the  Connecti.  ut  Claimants 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Abraham's  Plains  already  mentioned,  their 
repeated  Threats,  and  the  frequent  Beports  of  the  support  that  wos 
expected  from  their  state  filled  the  minds  of  the  Pennsylvania  Land- 
holders and  settlers  with  serious  apprehensions  of  being  forcibly  dis- 
posseaied,  if  not  before  immediately  afler  the  dismission  of  my  .corps. 

Their  alarming  situation  tecame  the  subject  of  serious  considera- 
tion,, when  the  former  cinielties  of  those  people  occurred  to  their 
minds.  ' 

They  found,  however  anxiously  they  wished  to  cultivate  that 
Cordiality  and  Friendship,  so  necessary  to  promote  the  .benefits  of 
locietf,  thep^  f/n^  not  the  least  probability  of  its  subsisting  during 
the  atav  of  those  factious  people  among  them.  And  now  that  thej^ 
ware  about  to  he  denied  that  support  they  humbly  conceived  they  had 
a  claim  to  from  Opveramont^  u^util  tjbe  controversy  was  finally  deter- 
aune4 ;  they  found  themfclvos  drove  to  tho  painful  alternative  o^ 

'      19*         ■  .     -         '       • 
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taking  raeftsnres  to  Knidve  the  move  dang^roiiB  ptat  of  ibe  dikna&t^ 
oat  of  the  ooantrj  or  briDg  them  to  explicit  declarations  of  their 
Intentions.  This  determination  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Land* 
holders  and  settlers  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  state,  was  im- 
mediately made  known  to  the  claimants  under  Gonneotioul  with  an 
earnest  entreaty  that  they  should  avail  tbemselycs  of  the  time  (some 
days  being  allowed,)  given  them  to  remove  their  PamilteB  and 
property,  or  to  accede  to  such  measures,  as  would  fully  convince 
them  of  their  attachment  to  the  state  and  its  Citizens.  The  well 
disposed  availed  themselves  of  this  notice,  and  either  removed  up  the 
River  at  some  distance,  or  made  such  explicit  declarations  of  their 
indentions  to  adhere* to  the  interest  of  the  state  as  entitled  them  to 
every  Indulgence. 

A  number  of  those,  who  were  concerned  in  promoting  the  first 
Troubles  in  this  country  and  were  still  fanning  the  Embers  of  Con- 
tention were  conceived  too  dangerous  to  be  permitted  to  remain.  And 
the  Landholders  and  settlers  were  compelled  to  adopt  the  measares 
they  had  previously  conceived  necessary  to  promote  the  peace  and 
Tranquility  of  this  country  and  the  Happiness  of  the  state.  From 
the  numbers  of  people  who  has  lately  come  in,  they  conceive  them- 
selves adequate  to  the  Task.  The  Bubines  is  efeeted  and  from 
every  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  their  conduct  has 
been  peculiarly  marked  with  the  highest  degree  of  Lenity. 

The  above  is  the  only  circumstance  I  have  been  able  to  oolleci, 
respectinff  the  late  Revolutiouj  which  I  conceive  my  duty  to  forward 
to  Council. 

I  am,  with  much  Respect  and 

Esteem,  Tour  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  MOORE. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  170, 178.] 


No.  10. 

Mess.  Butsrs,  &;c.,  to  Pres.  Diceinsok,  1784. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Pres.  &  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  tbe 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

We  are  exceedingly  sorry  that  there  is  occasion  to  tranimit  to 
Council  evidence  of  so  disaffreeable  a  nature,  as  they  will  be 
furnished  with  by  the  inclosed  letters  and  deposition ;  but  conceiving 
it  to  Jbe  of  the  first  moment  to  Government  and  being  called  on 
officially  for  the  purpose,  it  becomes  our  indispensable  dnty.     Upon 
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inspeotiiig  Mr.  Montgomery^B  letter,  we  tfnd  the  detail  of  facts 
therein  contained,  supported  by  Reveral  witneflses,  whom  we  have 
earefallj  eocamined  upon  oath,  two  of  which  reside  in  a -different 
part  of  the  state,  but  happened  to  be  accidentally  present  at  the 
alarming  disturbances  alloded  to.  We  are  altoe^ther  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  this  outrageous  conduct  of  the  soldiery.  The  Civil 
Officers  intimidated  and  conined  under  a  close  Military  Ooard  for 
serving  the  process  t>f  the  <}omm  on  wealth.  The  Garrison  instead 
of  aiding  the  Civil  Authority  set  it  at  deOance,  and  place  tbemaelvei^ 
above  the  Laws.  Lawrenee  Myera  from  whomiwo  letters  have  been 
received  by  the  High  Sheriff  and  herewith  forwarded  is  the  sob^ 
sheriff;  the  complexion  of  those  letters  will  (iDdepeodent  of  any  thing 
else,)  enable  Council  to  form  an  idea  how  &r  the  Civil  Officers  can  act 
with  effect  in  their  several  departments^  to  embrace  the  earliesi 
opportunity  of  layinc  before  Council  such  cireumstanoes,  as  faav^ 
eome  to  our  knowledge^  in.  order,  that  [a  timely  provision  may  b^ 
made  for  the  injured  and  oppressed  Citiaens  in  that  part  of  the  atate 
and  the  dignity  of  Government  supported  and  maintain. 
We  remain  with  every  sentiment  of  . 

Kespeot  and  Regard,  Your  mo. 

obed.  ft  very  bomb,  servts., 

JOHN  BDYER8, 
FREDERICK  ANTES, 
CHRISTIAN  GETTIG, 
ROBERT  MARTIN. 

P.  Stum. — Council  receiving  the  above  information  as  early  ai 
possible  being  a  matter  of  moment ;  we  thought  proper  to  employ 
sn  express  for  the  purpose,  hope  Council  will  approve  thereof  and 
give  the  necessary  directions  for  the  payment  of  his  demands. 

N.  B. — Agreed  with  the  Express  for  M.  Doty  for  his  Expenses 
Four  pounds  by  Jno.  Buyers. 
Bunbury,  May  17,  17«4. 

fLetter  Book,  Vol.  I.^  p.  166] 
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/..'''  No,  IL 

P&S8.  DiOKlKSOIf  TO  JOHH  BlTT8R8|  &e.;  1784. 

To  Johi)  Buyers,  Ohatle^  Gitti^,  Prederfck  Anees  and  Bobeit 
'  Httrtini  EsquirdB. 

In  Ootmcif, 

PUlttdBlphia,  May  22, 1784. 
GentleneQ, 

'  We  hate  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  Seventeenth  instant, 
and  have  ^ven  the  Intelligence  it  contains  the  consideration  which' 
its  importance  demands. 

'  It  appeared  to  ns  advi^ieable  to  confer  with  Mr.  Bryan,  the  only 
J^ndge  of  the  Sapreme  Court,  at  this  time  in  town  npon  the  subject 
On  this  Conference  it  was  onr  joint  opinion,  that  the  steps  proper  tof 
be  taken  would  be  that  the  Magistrates  and  Sheriff  of  the  Gonnty 
shonld  exercise  the  aathority  vested  in  them  by  Law  for  preserving 
the  peace,  and  apprehending,  committing,  and  punishing  those  who 
break  the  same. 

The  other  Jadges  of  th^  Supreme  Court  are  noif  on  the  circuit 
and  will  be  at  Sunbory,  we  expect  the  Beginning  of  the  week  after 
next. 

We  have  written  to  them,  desiring  them,  when  they  shall  be 
there,  -to  make  the  due  enquiries  thereupon,  and  direct  the  most 
effeotufil  legal  meaauree  to  be  pursued  for  restoring  and  preserving 
the  peace  of  the  County.  We  have  sometime  ago  ordered  the 
Garrison  at  Wyoming  to  be  discharged  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
M3Um«ntb. 

I  am  GeAtlen«n,  Yqut,  &Cy 
,    .    .  JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Bpok,  Vol  IL,  p.  98.] 


No.  12. 


PbES.  DlOKINSOfl  TO  MaOISXRATIS  at  AKD  VXAB  WTOMINa. 

1784. 

To  the  Magistrates  at  and  near  Wyoming,  in  Northumberland 
County. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  22d,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Buyers,  Oettig, 
Antes  and  Martin,  of  your  County,  complaining  of  great  dbtnrb- 
anccfi^at  Wyoming.* 

♦  Bee  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  116. 
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The  magiBtrates  near  that  place  ought  to  have  giTen  na  intelli- 
gence  of  these  prooeedingB,  and  we  now  enjoin  yon  to  make  eveiy 
exertion  in  yonr  power  for  restoring  the  peace  of  the  County,  and 
for  preflerring  the  same,  any  neglect  on  this  head,  will  not  only  be  » 
failure  in  the  Duty  you  owe  to  the  state  but  will  most  certainly  be 
attended  by  eensequenees,  <bat  will  too  plainly  ervinoe  the  eitNine 
Imprudence  of  such  conduct 

I  am,  .Genflemen,  Your 

mo.  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  IffCfKINSON. 
[Lettwr  Booki  Vol.  n-,  p.  99.] 


No.  18* 
Pbesidknt  Dickinson  to  Judges  or  Sitprems  CourT|  1784. 

To  the  Hon.  ihe  Chief  Jwtiec^  Ur.  Justioe  Atiee^  &  Mr.  Jnstiei) 
Rosh. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  22, 1784. 
Qentlemen, 

We  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Buyers^  Getting 
Ante^  &  Martin,  of  Northamberland  Coanty,  informing  us  of  a  ve^ 
alarming  disturbance  of  the  peace^  which  may  be  attended  with  un- 
happy oonseqneuees  if  nrudent  steps  are  not  immediately  taken  fot 
preventing  further  mischief. 

As  you^  GentlemeUi  will  be  at  Sunbury,  we  understand,  the  weelt 
after  next,  we  desire  that  you  will  make  use  of  the  opportunity  of 
being  there,  to  make  all  due  inquiries,  and  thereupon  to  direct  the 
most  effectual  legal  measures  to  be  pursued  for  restoring  and  preserv*- 
iog  the  peace  of  the  County. 
With  very  great  esteemi 

I  am^  Gentlemeni 

yonr  mo.  obed.  ft  umiw  humb.  serv., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  96.]  \ 
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No.  14. 

Pass.    PlOKINSON    TO    JUDQES  OJt    THE    SUP&EMJB  COU&T^  1784J 

To  ibe  HoDble.  the  Judges  of  the  Sapreme  Cour^  at  Sanbaiy. 

In  Council^ 

Pbiladelpiiia,  26tb  May,  1784. 
GentlemeD, 

Lait  Saturday  we  wrote  to  you  concerning  tbe  Disturbances  in  North- 
umberland Co.  We  have  Binoe  received  information  from  Colonel 
Moore  and  Captain  Armstrong,  by  which  il  is  confirmed  that  those 
disturbances  have  been  occasioned  by  the  fears  &  jealousies  enter- 
tained on  account  of  interfering  claims  of  persons  under  Pennsylvania 
Rights  and  of  Connecticut  setters.  We  have  written  to  Col.  Moore, 
informing  him  that  we  had  desired  you  to  make  all  due  enquiries, 
and  thereupon  to  direct  the  most  effectual  legal  measures  to  be  pur- 
sued for  restoring  and  preserving  the  Peace  of  the  County,  and  we 
have  required  him  to  give  notice  to  the  persons  concerned,  that  they 
or  some  of  them  may  attend  at  Sunbury  on  this  business. 

We  rely  much  upon  your  prudence  in  advising  such  ^rooeedinga 
as  will  have  the  most  happy  tendency  to  promote  the  public  tran- 
quility. 

We  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of  France  to 
the  President,  of  the  20th  instant.  That  letter  contains  almost 
all  the  circumstances  that  are  material.  M.  de  Marbois  is  not  only 
Consul  Oeneral  of  FrancCi  but  also  Secretary  of  tbe  Legation  front 
that  Kingdom.  The  offender  has  been  in  this  State,  we  believe, 
about  eight  or  nine  months,  and  not  more^  and  is  married  to  a  woman 
who  owns  some  houses  in  this  City. 

He  has  been  arrested  on  a  Warrant  issued  by  Mr.  Justice  Bryan, 
a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  and  has  been  bailed  by  him  upon  a  re* 
cognizance  of  one  thousand  Pounds  by  himself,  and  of  five  hundred 
pounds  by  each  of  two  Freeholders.  The  Minister  of  France  and 
the  United  Netherlands  interest  themselves  in  this  affair  in  the  most 
earnest  manner.  The  consequences  are  likely  to  be  extremely  seri* 
ous }  but  whatever  they  may  be,  however  ardently  disposed  we  are 
to  manifest  our  Reverence  for  the  Rights  of  Nations,  and  our  grate- 
ful veneration  for  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  we  cannot  assent  to 
any  measures  but  what  are  justifiable  by  the  Law  of  our  Country. 

We  therefore  desire  as  soon  as  possible  your  opinions  on  these 
two  questions.  First,  whether  under  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
case,  we  can  now  legally  seise  the  offender  and  imprison  him  unUl 
his  Trial,  or  for  a  shorter  period.  Secondly,  whether  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  we  can  legally  deliver  him  to  the  Minister 
of  France,  according  to  the  claim  made  by  him  ? 

You,  Gentlemen,  will  perceive  that  the  determination  of  these 
questions  will  turn  particukrly  on  those  two  points,  that  the  laws  of 
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ITftliotM  ute  {Mt  of  wt  OranDOft  Law,  and  ibal  we  aire  i^irted  with' 
tke  SupMnie  Kzeontm  antlioriej  of  the  State.    We  ineloae  eeniis 
obflervationa  on  the  aubjeet  by  Mr.  Wilson.    We  deaire  tbtti  yo« 
will  liitor  wkh  your  anawcr  by  Bzpreaa  irith  all  poeaiUe  doapateh. 
I  aas;  with  great  Eateem,  Sir, 

your  moat  obed.  and  hnmble  aervant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Bool,  Vol.  IX.,  p.  108.] 


No,  15. 
PBssiDKar  DiOKiNsoav  to  Coi/>irxL  Jashs  Moobb,  1784. 

Pyiadeiphia,  May  26, 1784. 
InGounaily 
Sir, 

Wa  lunre  reeeivvd  year  deapatehea  by  Captain  Armatrong*  Tba 
Honorable  the  Chief  Joatioe,  Mr.  Jnatioe*  Atlee,  and  Mr.  Joatioa 
Rmb,  will  be  at  Bmibiiry  the  Slat  of  thia  month,  ft  we  lunm  deaired 
them  <<  to  nae  the  opportmnity  <^  being  there  to  make  all  due  en* 
qnkiea,  h  thereupon  to  direct  the  moat  e£Feotiial  legal  meaaorea  to  be 
porsned  fbr  reatoiing  and  pfeaerring  the  peaoe  of  the  Gonnty.''  We 
themfere  would  have  yon  to  give  notiee  of  theae^reamataaeea  to  the 
PeaaoDf  ooneamed  in  the  hite  diatnrlMneea  at  Wyoming,  ao  that  they 
or  aome  of  them  may  attend  at  the  time  and  plaee  before  mentioned, 
to  give  all  proper  information  to  the  Jndgea.  We  hate  advaneed 
ton  ponnds  to  Captain  Armstrong  npon  yonr  reqneat,  for  whieh  yow 
aie  to  be  aoconntaUe. 

I  am,  with  great,  regard,  8hr, 

yonr  moat  oM.  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  11.,  p.  104.] 


No.  16. 

JUBOKS  OF    SUPKSMB  GoTTAT    TO    PfiXSIDENT    DiOKINSON,  1784. 

To  John  Dickinaon,  Esquire,  President 

Phaada.,July3, 1784. 

Sir, 

In  our  letter  to  your  EzcelleDcy  from  Beading,  we  mentioned 
generally  what  had  been  done  respecting  the  unhappy  transactions 
at  Wyoming  in  May  last.     As  several  matters  have  occurred  since 
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in  kfca  Comtjr^f  KortbvmWlMMli  mi  fran  ]fwur  loimifi  mnifeAtot 
on  ihUodOMlioDi  we.Mwrfudd  that  yoa  iD»y  wiek  totave  bioio  patf-' 
tioiilaar  Infonoatioit  about  thfa  Torj  disagreeable  BuaineMy  we  beg. 
leate  to  trouble  you  aad  the  Gaaoeil  with  tbe  penual  of  tbi  bimdl^ 
of  papers  berewith  "banded  to  you,  numbered  finm  1  le  21«  . 

in  addition,  we  wo«ld  itieaiiion  tbat.JUevteiiwt  Go).  James  Moore 
baa  entered  into  a  Baoognizance  witb  good  bail  before  the  Chief 
Justice,  to  answer  to  tbe  Indiotioent  fonud  a,gatn8t  him  and  44 
others  for  a  Riot  and  false  imprisonment  of  divers  Inhabitants  at 
A^yominff,  in  tbe  County  of  Northumberland.  For  the  Case  all  the 
rest  of  the  persons  indicted  for  the  same  offenoOi  as  well  as  those 
indicted  for  the  rescne  from  the  under  sheriff,  we  have  instructed 
David  Mead,  Esq.,  one  of  tbe  Justices  of  tbe  Peace,  Ac.,  residing  ai 
Wyilmit^^,  to  take  the  leoogBixanoea  from  then  aeventty  ia  five 
hundred  pounds,  with  at  least  one  good  sarety  in  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  to  appear  and  answer,  oc.,  at  the  next  Court  of  Oyer  k 
Terminer  and  General  Oaol  defivery,  tol>e  held  at  Sunbnry,  for  the 
County  of  Northumberland.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  moet^ 
tf  not  all  the  partiea  wrll  oonkply  with  this  aMaten',  and  thai  Peace 
and  Ttanauility  may  be  reatored  to  that  part  of  the  Btate. 
.'  As  Jufllges,  we  cannot  determine  who  hare  been.iheflrefc  or  tbe 
^reatort  aggreflBota  in  this  Bxtraordinary  yi<datton  of  oadar  and  ^Bod 
Ooveinment  nntii  after  the  Trial,  but  we  eonoeiveii  will  be  aeoeasarf 
to  be  vary  attentive  to  the  conduot  of  tfue  people  in  this  perl  of  tha 
State  for  some  time^  and  we  beg  leave  to  aaauae  you  that  aefttung 
ahall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  protect  the  innooent  and  obedieBti 
and  to  dkoountenaBoe  the  Refractory,  aiad  -to  pnuBh  the  Transgre^* 
iors  of  the  Laws.  We  embrace  this  opportuuily  to  inlonn  your  Bb^ 
eeUeney  thai  agreeable  to  the  Eeferenee  of  tbe  Uoonoil  of  Mavyland 
to  send  Henry  Carberry  to  the  sheriff  of  this.etty  and  eonnty,  ami 
we  should  defray  the  Ezpence ;,  and  told  him  that  this  Bieqtest  was 
grounded  on  the  last  oiauae  in  the  £oarlfti  Article  of  the  Confederation 
of  .the  United  Bintes,  and  was  tbe  practice  in  this  and  some  of  the 
neighbouring  States  in  sueh  eases;  but  to  this  we  have  received  no 
answer. 

We  profess  ourselves  taJ)e, 

with  every  mark  of  esteem,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  and  the  CounciFs 

most  obedient  humble  aervauts, 

THOS.  MoKEAN, 
.      JACOB  HUSH. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  205-6.] 
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No.  17. 

J*  WaaoH  ,AND  W.  Brasioed,  Jr..  to  Prjbbidxht  Diosinbov 

1784. 

To  His  Ezcelleocj,  John  DiokmBon,  Esq. 

Philaclelplua,  July  3d,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  Honor  of  infonniDg  your  EzcellcDcj  and  the  Coun- 
cil of  oar  Beiom  from  AnnapoliSy  where  we  attended  on  behalf  of 
the  Commonwealth  as  aeents  and  Connsellors  in  the  Controverocj 
respecting  the  private  right  of  soil  within  this  State^  founded  on  a 
petition  ^sented  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  bj 
Zebaltfn  3atler,  and  others. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  nit,  (the  day  appointed  by 
Congress  for  the  appearance  of  the  parlies  in  that  suit)  we  arrived 
at  Annapolis,' and  were  informed  that  the  Committee  of  the  States 
were  to  meet  thai  day  at  11  o'clock  A.  H.  Mr.  Wilson  being  a 
delegate  to  Congress  from  this  State,  as  well  as  Asent  in  that  cause, 
it  was  thought  most  adviseable  that  be  should  tale  his  seat  in  the 
Commitee  in  the  ftoom  of  General  Hand,  who  had  before  repre- 
sented the  Commonwealth  there,  and  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Bradford 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hardy,  Chairman  of  that  Body,  noti* 
fying  him  of  the  authority  which  was  vested  in  him,  and  offering  to 
appear  in  support  of  the  Grantees  claiming  under  Pennsylvania, 
f^reeaUy  to  the  Resolution  of  Conffress  of  the  23d  of  January  last. 
This  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  was  delivered  agreeably  to 
its  Addfesss,  but  there  being  no  more  than  six  States  represented, 
no  official  answer  could  be  returned.  We  continued  at  Annapolis 
that  day,  and  finding  that  no  Agents  on  the  part  of  Zebulon  Butle> 
ttr  others  had  arrivS,  nor  even  a  Delegate  or  Oounselk«  from  the 
Slate  of  Conneotlcol,  and  beina  of  opinion  that  all  the  proceedings 
in  this  cause  were  discontinued,  and  that  nothing  further  could  btf 
done  without  another  application  to  Congress  and  new  notice  to  the 
parties  intensled,  we  eonoeived  it  to  be  our  duty  to  return  to  Penn« 
sylvania  and  make  these  communioatioos  to  your  EzoelloDcy  and  iha 
Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respeoly 

your  Bzoellency's  most  obed.  servants, 
JAMES  WILSON. 
WM.  BRADFORD,  Jun'r. 
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No.  18. 

Wm.  Bradpobd,  Jr.,  to  Hon.  Samuel  Hardt,  Chaioman  of 
THE  Committee  or  the  States,  1784. 

Annapolis,  June  28, 1784. 
Sir, 

Being  appointed  an  Agent  and  Counsellor  in  the  Controversy  con- 
cerning the  private  Bight  of  soil  to  Lands  within  the  State  of  Penn- 
sjlFania,  and  in  support  of  the  grants  held  under  that  Common- 
wealth, I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  in  this  city, 
and  that  I  am  now  ready  to  appear  before  the  Honorable  Body  in 
which  you  preside,  agreeably  to  the  Bequisitions  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  expressed  in  their  Act  of  the  twenty  third 
of  January  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfeet  respect  Sir, 

your  most  obed.  and  very  hnmble  aewMit, 

WM.  BBADFOBD.  Jm. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  208.J 


No.  19. 
Secbetaet  Abmstbono  to  Bobeet  Tbail,  Esq.,  1784. 

Phllad'a,  October  1, 1784. 
Sir, 

It  is  the  sense  of  Council  that  the  utmost  visilanoe  b«  exerted  in 
securing  the  remaining  part  of  the  prisoners  in  Bsston  Gaol  es  there 
IS  some  reason  to  believe  that  some  early  attempts  will  be  made  to 
rescue  them  from  their  present  sitnatbn*  To  effect  this  it  m 
thought  absolutely  nooessaryf  that  none  but  people  whom  you  know 
and  can  ^iwst  he  permitted  to  oommunieate  with  tbem  oa  any  pie- 
tence  whatever. 

I  am  Sir  with  Bespect 

Your  obed^nt  ft  very  humble  servi^t, 

JOHN  ABM8TB0NG,  Jr, 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  135.] 
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^  No.  20. 

Pass.  Dickinson  to  BaioADisa  6£nuuj»  A&mstrono,  1784. 

In  Counoil^ 

Philadelphia,  NoTember  10, 1784. 
Sir, 

We  kid  beftire  the  Geneiml  Assembly  the  dispttohee,  lately  tnins- 
miHed  to  us  from  WTomiog;  and  expect  ebortly  to  send  yon  farther 
adTieeSy  respecting  the  measnres  to  be  obeerved  for  restoring  the 
I  of  Northumberland  Oounty. 
I  am  with  high  esteem 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  aeryaDfti 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  140.] 


No.  21. 
Oct.  or  Connmrnoov  to  Pbxs.  DmiHaoR,  1784* 

To  His  SsceUenoy  the  Pieeidsnt  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Lyme,  December  20, 1784, 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency  a  Resolve^of  the 
Oen'l  Assembly  of  the  state  of  OonnecAicut  upon  the  memorial  of 
John  Franklin  &  other  settlers,  Inhabitants  and  Claimants  of 
certain  lands  at  &  near  Wyoming^  upon  the  River  Sosqaebanna : 
by  which  you  will  observe  I  am  requested  to  address  Congress  and 
the  state  of  PenDsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  their  memorial. 

We  do  highly  approve  of  the  Justice  and  Humanitv  of  your  state 
towards  the  widows  aod  orphans  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  the  late 
war  &  cannot  but  hope  and  trust  those  eminent  virtues  will  yet  be 
tendered  as  conspicuous  towards  others  equally  meritorious,  who 
have  survived,  altho  they  now  complain  loudly  of  a.  Contrarj 
treatment. 

You  will  not  think  it  strange,  Sir,  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
feeliDgs  of  human  nature  that  the  Calamities  and  sufferings  of  the 
settlers  at  Wyoming  and  parts  adjacent  should  excite  the  compassion 
and  even  the  Resentment  of  their  friends  and  bretheren  in  other 
parts ;  nor  that  the  state  of  Connecticut  under  whose  Countenaxiee 
and  title  thousands  were  induced  to^beoome  Adventurers,  tq  purchase 
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of  the  Indians;  the  native  Right  of  Soil,  to  dispose  of  their  property 
here,  and  remove  into  that  Wilderness  Country,  should  feel  herself 
interested  in  the  Calamities  and  distresses  of  those  people  and 
endeavour  in  a  legal  and  Constitutional  method  to  obtain  for  them  a 
Redress  of  their  Grievances;  especially  as  they  were  encouraged 
•  from  hence,  after  the  opinion  ^ven  at  Trenton  however  unexpected 
and  suvprisring  to  us,  to  submit  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania, 
put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  your  Government  and  to 
have  confidence  in  the  justice  and  Humanity  of  yoor  state,  for  a 
Confirmation  of  their  just  Rights  and  possessions ;  and  as  the  sefr* 
tiers  say  they  were  at  first  greatly  flattered  in  their  Hope  and  Gonfi* 
dence  by  the  measures  adopted  by  Government ;  but  to  their  greal 
Mortification  all  those  flattering  Prospects  are  vanished,  and  every 
measure  which  appeared  favourable  to  them  hath  been  perverted  by 
their  Enemies,  to  seduce,  disarm,  ruin,  and  distress  them,  which  they 
have  endured  without  being  able  to  obtain  any  Relief  from  your 
Government  of  Pennsylvania — ^That  their  sufferings  are  rendered 
intolerable  and  their  case  become  desperate.  This  State  from  their 
confidence  in  the  humanity  o^  yours,  admitted  these  complaints  with 
Caution  and  Reluctance,  until  the  Justice  of  them  was  confirmed  by 
repeated  Testimonies  to  be  «oeh)  that  your  o^m  Censors  from 
principles  of  great  impartiality  and  justice,  were  induced  to  remark 
with  much  severity  on  these  measurea  of  your  state  which  have  been 
the  occasion  of  them. 

Every  State  is  answerable  in  soma  Respeeta  t6t  A^  Conduct  of  ita 
Citizens,  and  whether  the  sufferings  of  the  settlers  at  Wyoming  have 
been  with  or  without  the  privity  of  your  QoyemaMiit  or  whisilier 
they  are,  what  Government  cannot  or  will  not  prevent  or  redress  is 
equally  the  same  to  the  sufferers. 

The  Rights  of  Citizens  are  sacred  and  of  those  the  most  impor- 
tant is,  that  they  be  not  deprived  of  their  lives,  their  Uberties  or 
their  properties  but  by  the  judgment  of  their  Peers  and  the  laws  of 
the  Land. 

Those  Settlers  [are]  undoubtedly  entitled  to  the  Rijghts  of  Citizen$ 
and  have  the  feelings  of  free  men  who  may  be  easil  v  led  with  reason^ 
but  hardly  driven  by  oppression.  Any  violation  of  the  Rights  in  these 
points,  infringes  the  general  Rights  of  all  and  is  there  not  dangeri 
that  this  may  induce  others  to  make  a  common  cause  of  their  abuse. 
As  this  state  never  meant,  so  I  am  well  assured  they  never  will^ 
tn  any  unconstitutional  way  oppose  the  sentence  passed  at  Trenton^; 
between  this  state  and  Pennsylvania,  nor  will  they  do  any  thing 
that  shall  be  a  just  cause  of  interrupting  the  p^ace  apd  Harmony  of 
the  Union ;  yet  as  a  member  of  the  Empire  they  ought  to  endeavoc 
to  preserve  and  maintain  those  constitutional  Rights  which  are  com- 
tnon  to  all  citizens. 

Those  settlers  have  purchased  those  lands  under  the  Coutitenanee 
and  Title  of  Connecticut;  from  the  native  proprietors  Tot  jtisl  sncl 
Valuable  considerations;  they  have  settled  and  built  upon  thein^  have 
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wdased  and  eletred  Afarn  mod  Ibr  mnj  jews  kato  drfbaded  Umiii 
•gainsi  th^  Gommoo  Eoemj^  and  been  a  most  important  Barrier  ef 
defence  to  ihe  interior  eonntry  against  the  Sayages.  Ought  they 
ihetti  nay  more  shall  they  be  deprited  of  their  property  and  posses- 
sions by  a  military  force,  without  Trial,  and  while  their  cause  is 
in  bet  depending  before  the  Congress  of  the  Umted  Siatet  t  Hu- 
manity  will  not  permit  us  to  yiew  with  indifference  even  the  suffer- 
ing (tf  an  enemy  mnoh  less  with  a  Friend  and  neighbonr,  it  operate* 
beyond  the  reach  of  human  laws  to  restrain^  when  exoited  by  real 
objeots  of  distress. 

What  I  have  to  request  in  behalf  of  those  settlerS;  and  what  this 
State  expects  from  the  Justice  and  Humanity  of  your  state  is  that 
they  be  restored  to  their  rightful  properties  and  possessions^  of  which 
ihey  have  been  forcibly  deprived  without  a  legal  Trial  and  be 
allowed  to  enjoy  the  Righto  of  Citizens. 

Whether  their  claims  will  eventually  be  judged  to  be  well  or  ill 
founded  is  not  so  much  to  the  present  questiou,  so  lone  as  they  have 
a  claim  of  right  which  they  insist  to  have  tried  in  a  legal  manner. 
Certainly  it  is  a  point  of  bigh  importance  und  of  general  concern, 
that  they  be  not  deprived  of  their  Righto  and  claims  without  a  legal 
smd  constitutional  Trial  and  decision.  ' 

I  am  with  Esteem  and  respect 

Your  Exeellencys  most 

obedient  humble  servant,'*'  - 

MATTHEW  GRISWOLD. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  page  288.] 


No.  22 
Hon.  Hugh  Williamson  to  Pass  Dickinson,  1785. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson;  Esq.,  Pres. 
Sir, 

New  York,  Jany.  14th,  1785.    . 

Teaterday  Con^ss  received  a  letter  from  the  Oovemor  of  thf 
State  of  CoDuectiout,  dated  the  24th  December,  1784,f  inclosipg  a 
Resolve  of  the  General  assembly  of  that  Stote  npon  the  memorial  of 
John  Franklin  &  otherS)^  settlers  &  claimante  of  Lands,  &c.,  to  which 
ihe  right  of  jurisdictibn  was  lately  in  contest  between  the  States  of 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania. 

The  memoralists  briug  oomplainte  against  the  Executive  of  the 
Citizens  of  Penaiylvaiiia  which  are  sufficiently  pointed  ft  bitter  of 

*  See  one  dated  24tht  to  Pres.  of  Congress,  No.  24,  p.  461. 
f  See  it,  poBtea.     No.  24. 
I  See  Vol.  X ,  p.  681-6S4. 
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<«rliieh  I  diall  not  trouble  yon  nith  a  aopy,  m  the  paper  ia  pretty 
longy  and  yon  may  already  hate  reoeived  snob  copy  from  Governor 
Oris  wold. 

The  aet  of  Aaaembly  transmitted  to  Ccmgresa  ia  in  the  f^rilowing 

vorda. 

"  Reaohed  by  this  Aaaembly  that  it  ia  expedient  for  the  memo- 
^  nliata  to  pnraue  their  application  to  the  oongreaa  of  the  United 
**  Statea,  for  atrial  of  Aeir  right  of  aoil  and  poaaeasion  agreeably  to 
'<  the  ninth  of  the  artiolea  of  confederation  and  that  thia  atale  will 
'<  oountenance  &  patronize  them  in  anoh  application  and  trial^  in 
^<  order  to  obtain  for  them  that  Justice  thia  ptate  apprehends  the 
**  memoraliats  are  entitled  to,  and  the  delegatea  from  thia  state 
^  in  Coogreaa  are  directed  to  give  them  all  neeeaaary  aaaiatanee  in 
<<  the  promises,  and  his  Ezcellenoy  the  Governor  is  requested  to 
'<  address  the  Coogress  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  their 
'^  situation  and  PufFerings  and  also  address  a  fall  state  of  their  claims 
'<&c.,  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the 
^  Barbaritiea  and  crueltiee  exercised  towards  the  memoralists  and 
<<  request  a  Bedress  of  their  greviences  and  a  restoration  of  their 
^'Rights,  properties  and  possessions  under  the  protection  of  the 
^'Laws  and  Government  of  said  State  of  Pennaylvania.'' 

The  lettter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Gonneotiont  and 
the  inclosed  papers,  are  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Honse 
which  is  to  rft  on  Tuesday  the  twenty  fourth  instant. 

If  there  had  been  any  member  present  from  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, it  would  have  been  their  doty  to  inform  your  Excellency  of 
the  Train  in  which  this  unpleasing  but  very  serious  business  is  placed, 
and  they  would  doubtless,  in  a  more  clear  and  pointed  manner  than 
I  have  been  able  to  do  it,  have  justified  the  State  in  shewing  that 
her  late  conduct  on  this  very  head  is  a  full  proof  that  she  is  by 
on  means  inattentive  to  the  ories  of  those  who  complain,  g 

As  you  may  probably  wish  to  be  represented  in  Congress  when 
the- Letter  and  other  papers  from  Connecticut  are  to  be  considered, 
or  may  at  least  wish  that  Congress  be  fully  informed  of  the  Itte  as 
well  as  the  former  proceedings  of  the  Executive  and  Legislative  of 
Pennsylvania  respecting  those  Susquehanna  claimants,  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  giving  you  the  above  information  as  I  cannot  ceaae  to 
fftel  myself  interested  in  the  Peace  and  Reputation  of  a  State  whioh 
gave  me  Birth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  utmost  Regard,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient, 

&  very  humble  servant| 

HUGH  WILLIAMSON.* 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,p.  287.] 

*  See  Prea.  Dtokinson's  answer  to  this,  in  Vol.,  X.,  p.  897,  where  the 
Writ4ir'8  name  is  misprinted  WiUiamt, 
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No.  28. 

Hon.  Joseph  Gardner  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1785. 

To  His  Ezcelleiicy  Jobn  Dickinson  Esq.,  Pros. 

New  York,  Jany.  19, 1T85. 
Sir, 

Herewitli  I  have  tlie  Honor  to  enclose  to  yonr  Excellency  a  copy 
of  three  papers  presented  by  the  Delegates  of  Connecticut  in  Con> 
ms  tending  to  revive  the  old  dispute  between  the  two  states.  I 
did  not  arrive  here  till  yesterday  afternoon,  consequently  had  it  not 
!n  my  power  to  transmit  copies  earlier,  it  will  be  impossible  for 
Council  to  forward  such  papers  &  information  upon  that  subject  be* 
fore  the  day  it  is  ordered  for  consideration  in  a  committee  of  tfa^ 
whole  which  you  will  observe  by  the  indorsement,  but  suppose  it 
will  not  be  attended  with  difficulty  to  get  it  postponed  until  the 
papers  can  be  received.  I  hope  your  Excellency  and  the  Council 
will  see  the  necessity  of  forwarding  all  the  information  in  your  power 
upon  this  subject  since  the  decree  of  Trenton  as  soon  as  possible. 
Mr.  Henry  is  not  yet  arrived — should  he  not  have  left  Philadelpfaia 
CooQcil  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  avail  themselves  of  giving  hini 
every  verbal  information,  and  of  a  safe  conveyance  by  him. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be^ 

Tour  Excellency's  and  Council's, 
very  humble  serveant, 

JOSEPH  GARDNER. 


No.  24. 

GOVERVOR  OF  CONNEOXICUT  TO  CoNGRESS^  1784. 

Lyme^  December  24, 1784. 
8ir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellenoy  a  Resolve  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  upon  the  memorial  of 
John  Franklin  and  others,*^  settlers  and  claimants  of  lands  at  Wyaf- 
minff  and  parts  adjacent  on  the  River  Susquehanna,  to  which  the 
Right  of  jurisdiction  was  lately  in  contest  between  the  States  of 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania.  It  is  not  for  me,  and  indeed,  it 
would  be  improper  to  give  any  opinion  with  Respect  to  the  merits 
of  their  oldm  in  the  stage  of  it  while  depending  before  your  Honors. 
But  this  much  is  evident,  that  they  ground  their  Title  upon  a  pur- 
chase made  from  the  Indians.  The  native  proprietors  of  the  lands 
many  years  tigp  under  the  jurisdiction  and  countenance  of  the  colony 
et  Coaneetictit  in  virtue  of  their  charter  ftrom  King  Charles  the 
second  near  Twenty  years  prior  to  the  patent  made  to^ William 
Penn  which  scarcely  left  room  for  a  doubt  concerning  their  Title, 
and  in  this  confidence  which  was  supported  and  encouraged  by  this 

♦  See  Vol.  X.,  p.  681-684. 
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state,  then  oolonj,  then  assertuig  their  Right  to  the  said  Territory, 
in  porsttance  of  advice  from  the  ablest  Council  in  England  and 
actually  extending  and  exercising  Jurisdiction  over  it  for  many 
years — the  settlers  parted  with  their  property  here  and  fomoved 
with  their  families  into  that  country,  then  a  wilderness,  where  they 
have  at  vast  Expense  built  themselves  houses,  and  extended  their 
improvements — suffered  every  imaginable  hMrdship^  aod  braved 
innumerable  dangers,  have  been  an  important  barrier  to  the  interior 
^untry,  and  in  other  ways  rendered  most  essential  services  to  theao 
atates  in  the  late  bloody  contest  with  Qreat  Britain.  To  deprive 
them  of  their  properties  and  the  fruits  of  their  labors  without  a 
jiearing  or  Trial  in  consequence  of  (he  decree  of  Trenton  would  b% 
unpre<^ented  and  injurious  when  that  court  specially  saved  to  thent 
the  Right  of  having  a  trial  on  the  merits  of  their  Title  iu)twithr 
standing  their  determination  between  the  States. 

Congress  have  been  pleased^  upon  their  application  to  assign  a 
day  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties,  for  the  purpose  of  cpnsti* 
tuting  a  court  agreeable  to  the  nmth  article  of  confederation  which 
day  happened  as  I  am  informed  in  the  recess  of  CongresSj  and  the 
Committee  of  the  states,  and  so  nothing  further  was  done. 

The  unhappy  distressed  situation  of  the  claimers,  the  illiberal  and 
impolitic,  I  might  have  said  cruel  and  barbarous  treatments  they 
complain  to  have  received  from  the  state  and  people  of  Pennsylvania 
must  excite  the  compasssion  and  Justice  of  every  human  breast  and 
are  fresh  and  cogent  Reasons  for  bringing  this  unhappy  controversy 
to  a  constitutional  and  speedy  decision,  and  that  they  should  be  re- 
stored to  their  Rights,  properties  and  Possessions  of  which  they 
have  been  forcibly  [deprived]  and  tiiat  even  while  their  suit  has  been 
depending  in  Congress,  and  that  all  proceedings  against  them  be  pro- 
hibited until  their  claim  shall  be  finally  determined.  These  claimers 
most  assuredly  are  freemen  and  citizens  and  without  regarding  their 
merits  and  sufferings,  intitled  to  have  their  claims  tried  in  a  legal 
and  constitutional  manner,  all  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  and 
Justice  of  Congress,  not  doubting  but  such  constitutional  meaanres 
will  be  adopted  and  pursued  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  promotion 
of  Justice  and  for  the  relief  of  the  oppressed  and  for  the  prenervatioa 
of  Peace  and  Harmony. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be^ 

with  great  Esteem  and  Regard, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient^ 
humble  servant, 

MATTHEW  GRieWOLD* 
Direetedf 

His  Excelleney,  The  President  of  the  Oongren  of  the  United 
States,  copy  by  Joseph  Gardner. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.  p.  295—297.] 

*  See  one  of  same  date  from  him  to  Pros.  Dickinson,  on  page  447. 
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No.  25. 
ExT&AOTy  Jos.   GaEDNBB  TO  PiiBS.  DlCKIKBON^  1785. 

To  his  Szcellencj  John  Diokinson,  Esq. 

New  York,  Jany.  27, 1785. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Henry  arrived  here  last  Monday  afternoon,  and  bronght 
vith  him  oopieeof  the  proceedings  of  the  Government  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, relating  to  the  Wyoming  dispate  sinoe  the  deeree  at  Trenton 
and  also  Yonr  Excellency's  letter. 

His  arrival  was  very  seasonable.  The  next  day  having  been  ap- 
pointed for  debating  it  in  Committee  of  the  whole  House.  Bat  as 
neither  of  us  oould  possibly  in  so  short  a  time  be  folly  possessed  of 
the  history  of  the  facts  we  got  it  postponed  and  hope  that  it  will  not 
be  revived  at  an  early  day. 

Your  Exeelleno/sy 

very  humble  Servants, 

WILLIAM  HENRY, 
JOS.  GARDNER. 
[Letter  Book,  Yol.  L  p.  301.] 


No.  26. 
Jamss  Wilson  to  Pass.  Dickinson,  1785. 

To  His  Exoell'y,  John  Dickinson,  Esq. 

New  York,  Feb'y  26th,  1785, 
Sir, 

The  Controversy  respecting  the  settlements  at  Wyoming  depends 
before  Congress  in  a  very  disadvantageous  state  of  suspence.  I 
think  that  both  the  Interest  and  the  Honor  of  Pennsylvania  re- 
quire, that  a  speedy  and  explicit  decision  should  be  had  upon  the 
eomplaints  and  representations  which  have  been  made  against  her. 
As  £ir  as  I  can  learn  those  who  st^le  themselves  Claimants  under 
the  state  of  Connecticut  have  not  appointed  or  instructed  any 
person  to  advocate  or  support  their  pretensions ;  and  no  attempts 
have  been  lately  made  to  bring  them  forward.  While  matters  con- 
tinue in  this  undetermined  situation,  those  people  may  flatter 
themselves  and  represent  to  others,  that  the  complaints  lud  before 
Congress  stand  uncontradicted,  and  that  there  may  still  be  a  favor 
able  adjudication  upon  them.  It  is  easy  to  forsee  what  a  pernicious 
effect  such  sentiments  will  have  npon  the  settlements  in  that  part  of 
the  country.  For  these  Reasons,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  opinion 
Yol.  XI.— 20 
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that  no  time  sho^d  be  lost  by  the  state  in  instraoting  its  Delegates 
to  press  Congress  for  a  decision  .on  the  oomplaints  and  the  memorial 
now  before  them.  In  some  oonversations  I  have  had  with  Governor 
Clinton,  the  aetoal  running  and  marking  the  line  between  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  York  has  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  measure  of  much 
importanoe  to  both  sides,  and  which  in  the  present  Juncture  may  bo 
easily  ttccomplidied.  His  Excellency  has  recommended  the  measure 
to  the  Legislature  of  this  state ;  and  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  ha« 
abready  passed  the  Senate  i  Thete  is  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  agreed 
to  by  the  Assembly  and  become  a  Law.  It  is  of  much  Conse- 
quence, that  a  similar  Law  be  made  by  the  Legislature  of  PennsyU 
vania  during  the  present  session,  so  that  the  Commissioners  under 
both  states  may  be  able  to  proceed  on  the  Business  in  the  spring. 
This  would  have  a  happy  effect  in  convincing  people  on  the  spot^ 
that  all  the  Land  in  that  country  belongs  either  to  Pennsylvania  or 
New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  very 
I  humble  servant, 

JAMES  WILSON. 


No.  27. 

David  Mead  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1785. 

To  His  Excellency,  The  Pres.  &  Sup.  Exec.  Council. 

Wyoming,  July  6th,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

The  most  deplorable  situation  of  this  part  of  the  state  once  more 
induces  me  to  address  you  on  the  subject.  I  dread  to  think  of  an 
idea  of  the  want  of  energy  in  Pennsylvania  so  great  and  reputable  a 
istate,  to  permit  all  manner  of  disorder  so  long  to  be  continued, 
without  supporting  their  Laws.  For  my  part  I  consider  myself  a 
member  of  the  Society  and  that  T  have  a  right  to  claim  your  protec- 
tion as  such — my  life  is  now  every  minute  in  danger  and  has  been 
for  some  time ;  my  property  is  much  of  it  taken  from  me  by  violence, 
and  the  remainder  every  minute  at  stake.  I  have  claimed  the 
protection  of  government  as  yet  in  vain.  I  have  taken  process 
though  to  no  purpose.  The  Sheriff  neither  will  nor  can  do  his  duty, 
but  acts  the  part  of  a  villain. 

That  instead  of  being  able  to  execute  my  office,  I  am  obliged  to 
keep  a  number  of  armed  men  around  about  my  house  for  its  protec- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PSNNSTLYANU  ABOHIYSS  1786.  46( 

tioi^  I  really  Mimot  as  yet  be  reoontildd^  to  e^aoiuite  fbr  Uie  TilbuM 
withoai  your  advioe,  though  the  ezpeaee  of  standiDg  in  this  manner 
is  too  maoh  for  me  to  bear.  A  notorious  Riot  was  oommitted 
yesterday  by  about  a  dozen  men,  armed,  fto.,  when  I  oalled  on 
deponent  Sheriff  Meyers  to  take  aid  and  apprehend  the  offenders, 
who  appeared  and  made  a  faint  attempt  without  suceess,  the  disorder 
continued — this  day  while  I  am  writing,  about  twenty  armed  men 
are  now  before  my  Door  mowing  my  meadow,  removing  my  fences, 
&c.,  keeping  up  the  Indian  yell ;  my  hands  beat  and  abased  with 
many  stripes  before  they  could  escape.  A  General  meeting  of  the 
Inhabitants  was  held  on  Saturday  last,  when  it  was  Resolved  by 
them  without  one  dissenting  voice,  that  the  Laws  of  Pennsylvania 
could  not  be  submitted  to,  that  myself  and  the  other  few  inhabitants 
who  are  any  way  attached  to  the  state  to  »be  expelled.  Some  infor- 
mation of  which  I  have  with  difficulty  obtained  and  transmitted  to 
the  honorable  Chief  Justice. 

My  Harvest  hay  and  Grains  of  every  sort  I  expect  will  be 
destroyed,  though  my  possessions  arc  all  legally  obtained  in  the  year 
1783.  Considerable  part  relinquished  in  the  most  formal  manner, 
and  Lands  granted  in  Lieu  by  the  State.  My  dog  shot  down  at  the 
door,  just  while  I  conclude  this  Letter,  I  write  in  haste,  while  I 
remain  wish  every  sentiment  of  Respect, 

Your  humble  servant, 

DAVID  MEAD.* 
[Letter  B.  Vol.  L,  p.  336.] 


No.  28, 

David  Mbad  to  Pees.  Dickinson,  1785. 

To  His  Exoell'y,  the  Pros.  &  the  Sup.  Exec.  C. 

Wyoming,  July  7, 1785. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  now  obliged  to  beg  the  immediate  interposition  of  Govern- 
ment for  my  relief.  I  am  now  besieged  by  those  desperate  villains, 
vith  their  cannon  drawn  up,  &c.  I  have  only  four  men  besides  my 
own  family — tho'  all  brave  and  determined  not  to  iiall  a  sacrifice  in 
tteir  hands  while  we  have  life.  Therefore  in  expectation  of  yonr 
immediate  relief  we  have  spirit  to  act  on  the  defensive  order,  until 
^at  arrives,  or  we  lose  our  lives.  My  other  dog  was  shot  last  night, 
ifter  the  other  Express  left  this.    I  am  in  haste.    Ton  please  to 

*  See  Vol.  X.,  p.  482,  (where  it  is  referred  to  as  dated  6th.) 
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examine  the  Express,  and  reimburse  him  his  Expenees.     I  add  no 
more  at  present;  while  I  remaia  with  every  sentiment  of  respect^ 
Your  much  distressed  & 

obedient  hnmble  servant, 

DAVID  MBAD.'*  - 
[Letter  B.,  Vol.  L,  p.  387  ] 


No.  29. 

Deleqatss  in  Congeess  to  Pbes.  Dioeinson,  1785. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  &  the  Honorable  Sapreme  Execu- 
tive Council. 

New  York,  Decern.  81, 1785. 
Sir, 

We  think  it  our  duty  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency  &  the 
Honorable  Council  the  intelligence  we  have  this  day  received  from 
his  Excellency,  Qovemor  Clinton,  which  is, 

That  he  has  been  informed  of  undoubted  authority,  that  a  large 
quantity  of  powder  and  lead  has  lately  been  purchased  and  lodged 
at  Fishkiln  with  a  view  of  transporting  it  to  the  Susquehanna. 

That  the  quantity  vastly  exceeds  what  is  necessary  for  the  peace- 
able and  ordmary  consumption  of  the  country,  and  that  there  re- 
mains no  doubt  of  its  being  intended  during  the  course  of  this 
winter  to  be  tran^orted  to  Wyoming.  The .  Governor  is  not  at 
liberty  to  give  us  the  name  of  this  infornuints,  but  assures  us  we 
may  depend  upon  the  truth  of  his  information,  and,  added — ^had  we 
not  been  here  as  Representatives  of  the  state,  be  should  have 
thought  it  his  duty  to  have  given  Your  Excellency  the  above  infor- 
mation. 

We  have  not  yet  been  favoured  with  the  act  passed  by  our 
Assembly  respecting  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  but  doubt  not  of  the 
wisdom  and  propriety  of  it. 

We  wish  only  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  the  state  being  well 
informed  with  respect  to  the  views  of  these  deluded  people,  and 
suggest  the  propriety  of  Council  directing  us  to  employ  a  proper 
person  or  persons^  to  watch  the  movements  of  these  stores,  and  give 
the  earliest  intelligence  thereof  to  Government. 

We  shall  carefully  attend   to  your  Excellency  and  Council's 
directions  on  this  and  every  other  business,  you  may  see  proper  to 
charge  us  with,  and  are  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servants,  . 

JOHN  BAYARD, 

CHARLES  PErrrr.t 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  865.]  ^' 

*  See  Vol.  X.,  p.  482. 

f  See  answer,  January  6, 1786.  Next  page. 
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No.  30. 

Prssidsk!!;  Diokxnbon  to  DsusaATEs  IN  GoNQaissy  1786. 

To  the  Honorable  John  Bayard  &  Charles  Petli(|  Eflquires.^ 

In  GoBQcily 

Philadelphia;  January  6tb|  1786. 
QeDlIemen, 

Your  letter  of  the  thirty  firat  of  Deoember  was  not  received  till 
yesterday  evening — it  was  this  morning  laid  before  the  Board,  and 
I  have  now  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  tdce  snob  steps  for 
watohing  the  progress  of  the  stores  through  the  Stajtes  of  New  York 
and  the  Jerseys,  and  for  their  eventual  seizure  in  this  State,  as  yoa 
will,  under  snch  fresh  information  as  may  be  reeeived,  think  most 
proper.  We  should  on  our  part  have  taken  some  measures  for  ez6» 
outing  the  latter  part  of  this  objeet,  eould  we  have  ascertained  with 
any  &gne  of  precision  the  time  or  place  of  their  arrival  in  this 
State,  but  as  both  are  rendered  so  extremely  uncertain  from  the 
various  routes  by  which  they  may  be  moved,  and  other  oircumstaUr 
ees,  we  have  upon  the  whole  thought  it  most  prop»  to  oommit  the 
BoBiness  entirely  to  you. 

Any  Ezpence  which  may  be  incurred  in  this  Business,  will  be 
immediately  discharged  upon  the  receipt  of  your  order. 

YoQ  will  be  good  enough  to  make  our  acknowledgments  to  Gover- 
nor Clinton  for  the  early  information' which  he  was  pleased  to  give 
upon  this  subject,  and  to  accept  our  thanks  for  the  readiness  with 
whioh  you  undertake  to  execute  the  orders  of  Council  upon  it. 
I  am,  Oentlemen, 

with  the  highest  regard, 

your  obedient  &  very  humble  servant, 
CHARLES  BIDDLB,  Vice  PresidH.* 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  188.] 


No.  81. 

SxcaSTARY  AbMSTKONO  to  AliEXANDSa  FATTXE30N,  1786. 

To  Alexander  Patterson,  Esq.     . 

Secretary's  Office, 

Phaada.,Jan'yl2^1786. 
Sir, 

Council  has  received  advice  that  the  Connecticut  Claiiiianfs  at 
Wyoming  have  now  in  store  at  Fishkill,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
a  iarge  quantity  of  military  stores,  which  it  is  presumed  they  mean 
*  See  page  456. 
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to  oonyey  as  early  as  possible  to  the  Susqaefaanna,  in  prosecution  of 
their  absurd  and  iniquitous  system  of  opposition  to  the  laws  of  this 
CommoDwealth.  Under  these  oiroumstanoes^  Ooaacil  has  thought 
proper  to  authorize  you  to  take  such  steps  for  seizing  these  stores  in 
their  progress  through  Northampton  County  as  your  own  pmdenoe 
and  knowledge  of  the  country  may  suggest.  I  need  scarcely  observe 
that  the^  most  profound  secrecy  will  bo  necessary  to  the  success  of 
this  dengU;  and  that  if  from  tlio  variety  of  routes  by  which  they  may 
be  carriedi  the  communication  of  it  to  some  second  person  sooold 
become  unavoidable,  you  will  make  choiee  of  one  In  whose  oeeiecy 
and  understanding  you  can  safely  confide.  When  seised,  you  wiU 
take  measures  for  carrying  them  to  Eastoui  or  some  other  plaoe  of 
security,  where  tiiey  will  remain  subject  to  the  future  directions  of 
this  Board. 

In  executing  this  Trust  it  may  be  necessary  for  yon  to  enmge 
the  assistance  of  some  fbw  hands  at  a  moderate  dulv  pay*  xoa 
must  take  care  that  they  be  as  few  in  number  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  nature  of  the  Business.  This  and  such  other  ezpeaoe  as 
will  attend  it^  shall  be  disoharged  on  your  presenting  an  account  of 
them. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ABMSTBONG,  Junr.,* 

Beo'y. 
[Latter  Book,  Vol.  II.^  p.  180.] 


No.  82. 
Seoretakt  Biiidi>b  to  Jambs  Boss,  1787. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  October  6th,  1787. 
Sir, 

Council  have  ordered  that  fifty  stand  of  arms  belonging  to  the 
State  be  .deUverocI  by  you  to  Mr.  Hollenbaok.t 
I  am.  Sir, 

year  obedient,  humble  servant, 

CHABLES  BEDDLB, 

y.  President 
Iridoraedf 

1787,  October  5th,  To  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Lancas- 
ter, James  Boss. 

•  Bee  pages  466,  467. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.»,VoL  XV.,  p.  280,  and  p.  102  of  this. 
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No.  83. 

SXORBTABY   BlDDLB  TO    Z.    BtTLSB,  LllUtBNAin?  01    LUZX&NK 

Co.,— Wyobono— 1787. 

In  CouDoil, 

Philadelphia,  Ootoher  6«h;  1787. 
Sir,. 

Gotincil  bare  aent  you  fifty  stend  of  arms,  ona  hundred  wt  of 
powder^  and  three  hundred  wt.  of  lead,  to  be  put  into  the  hauda  of 
Buoh  persona  as  you  and  the  Comma,  may  be  of  opinion  are  beat 
aflectal  to  the  State. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

CHABLES  BIDDLE,* 

V.  President. 
Indonedf  , 

To  Zebulon  Butler,  Lieutenant  of  Luzerne  County. 


No.  34. 


Secbxtaby  Biddlb  to  D.  Rediok,— Wyomihci — 1787. 

In  Coundl,  Philadelphia,  Oetober  8th,  1787. 
Sir, 

We  send  you  several  letters  received  this  day  from  Luzerne — ^by 
those  letters  you  will  perceive  that  Hamilton  and  Benton  have  been 
doing  every  thing  in  their  power  to  disturb  the  peace  of  this  Oovem- 
ment.  The  Insurgents  appear  to  repent  of  their  rash  proceedings— 
however,  to  keep  peace  in  that  County^  we  think  it  will  be  necessary 
to  send  a  few  militia,  to  be  stationed  at  Tioga  and  Wilksbarre.  If 
the  Government  of  New  York  would  send  a  few  men  to  Newtown, 
to  act  with  those  we  send  to  Tioga,  it  would  preserve  the  peace  of 
both  States.  After  you  have  perused  the  letters  we  send  you,  and 
shewn  them  to  the  Gov.  of  N.  T.,  you  will  please  to  send  them 
back. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  obedicQt  and  very  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  V.  P. 
Directed, 

Honorable  David  Bedick,  Esquire,  member  of  the  Counml  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  New  York. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  206.] 

•  See  Got.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  289-^d  p.  102  of  this. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


400  PSNNSTLYANIA  AJtOHITBS  1788. 

No.  86. 

Pass.  FRAKKLiNf  to  Bjblbgates  in  ConqbbsSi  1787. 

In  Counoil^  Philadelphia  October  20th,  1787. 
Gentlemen^ 

Tour  letter  of  the  18th  is  reoeived,  containiDg  the  pleasing  intelli- 
gence of  the  apprehending  of  Hamilton  with  his  papers.  The 
Council  are  extremlj  sensible  of  Goyemor  Clinton's  very  neighborly 
and  friendly  conduct  on  this  occasion^  and  desire  yon  wonld  express 
their  tluinks  to  his  Excellency  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  they  leave 
entirely  to  his  judgment  the  expedience  of  admitting  the  prisoner 
to  Bail,  only  wishing  that  if  he  is  permitted  to  go  back  to  Hudson, 
some  measures  may  be  taken  there  to  watch  and  intercept  his  future 
oorrespondence,  and  that  we  may  as  soon  as  convenient  be  favoured 
with  copies  of  such  parts  of  the  pastas  you  may  think  of  importance. 
I  am  with  sincere, 
and  great  Esteem, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
Hon.  Arthur  St.  Clair,  William  Irwine,  &  John  Armstrong.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  H.  p.  208.] 


No.  36. 


V.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  Stephen  Ballibt,  Esq.,  and 
Major  William  Armstrong,  1788, 

In  Council,  Phila.  June,t  1788. 
Gentlmen, 

The  General  Assembly  by  their  Resolution  of  the  27th  of  Marcb 
last  having  directed  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  in  the  following' 
words  to  wit : 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday  March  27tb,  1788,  A.  M. 
On  motion  of  M.  McLene  seconded  by  Mr.  Kennedy,  Besolved, 
That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  and  they  are  hereby  autho« 
rized  and  direeted,  to  advise  and  take  the  most  proper  and  effectual 

•   See  Col.  Rec.,  V.  XV.,  p.  800. 

f  Date  not  filled  up,  but  probably  12th  or  18th.  See  Col.  Rea,  VoL  XY., 
p.  466,  472.  Also  260,  and  804  of  of  this  Vol.  if  here  a  portion  of  this  with* 
out  the  law  is  printed.    They  were  appointed  Commissioners  May  14thy 
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neiMinB  to  uovUod  flbeqiMitiijr  atid^tAfitj  ef  mA  pirtioalar  (haal 
^  land  iDoloded  within  tbeTown$hip0of  S&m,  Ne«porty  Haaoverp 
Wilkesbatroy  Pittitowii;  Norihmorekady  PutBAiQy  Misfaoppea^  Spring- 
fieldy  Qlnmnekf  Ulster,  Bx«ier,  Kiogst^inii  Plymouth,  Hantingdoi), 
Bedford  and  Fh)yidenoe  in  the  County  of  Luzerne  and  olaimeu  by 
PennBylvania  ownetB,  and  report  to.  this  House  at  their  next  sitting 
that  the  House  may  (the  better)  be  enabled  to  decide  upon  the  com- 
pensation to  be  made  to  them/'  And  Council  considering  it  their 
duty  to  carry  into  effect  the  measures  contained  in  the  said  reso- 
lution by  the  appointment  of  the  two  discreet  persons  whose  busi- 
ness it  should  be  to  view  the  Lands  comprehended  therein,  and  make 
a  true  report,  they  hereby  eoitimissionated  you  for  those  purposes 
requesting  you  would  proceed  without  delay  to  the  county  of  Luzerne 
and  consult  Messrs  Montgomery  and  Gray  deputy  surveyors  of 
that  County,  who  are  instructed  to  assist  you  with  all  drafts  and 
surveys  and  any  useful  information  or  advice  in  their  power;  Col. 
Pickering  also  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  will  furnish  you 
with  descriptions  of  the  Townships,  comprehended  in  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly .-*Iii  fuU  ezpeetatioa  that  you  will  Gon|- 
pass  the  business  will  all  necessary  care  and  dispatch  so  as  that  the 
board  may  be  enabled  by  yout  report  principally  to  comply  with 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  I  heartily  wish  you  health  and 
suooesB,  &e., 

I  am  Gentlemen, 
with  great  respect,  you  obedient, 
tad  very  humble  servant, 

V-  P-  MUHLBNBBRG,  V.  P. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL  p.  218.] 


The  following  No.  1  to  No.  85,  contain  a  part*  of  the  Correa- 
pendcDoe  respecting  Marbois  and  Longpbamps. 

No.  h 

MoKS.  J>B  Marbois  to  Pres.  Dickinson— Loi^ocHAMpe, 

1784. 

Philadelphia,  May  17, 1784. 

Sir,  ,  .         . 

I  think  proper  for  your  Hxcellenoy's  private  Information  to  let 
you  know,  that  to-day  in  the  afternoon  a  Freneh  Gentleman  oalkd 
Le  Chevalier  de  Longschamps  begged  for  me  to  reoogniie  some 
papers  concerning  his  Birth  and  eharacter— The  object  of  his  Re- 
quest being  out  of  the  Circle  of  my  functions,  I  veftised  it  wpon 

*  JPor  more  of  it,  see  YoL  X. 
20* 
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irbieh  be  left  my  Room,  nsSng  Insolenee  ana  abtinve  BziNNMnions 
end  menaees.— There  is  no  aetual  occasion  to  take  notiee  of  this 
conduct  nsaal  in  people  of  warm  pasaions  when  dkappointed. — Bat 
I  thonght  necessary  that  you  ahoald  e?eDtually  be  infoKmed  of  the 
ciToamstance. 

I  am  with  perfect  Bespect^ 

Your  Excellency's  very  bnmble, 

and  obedient  servant, 

DE  MARBOIS. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  167.] 


No.  2. 


Chevalier  de  la  Ltizbrnb  to  Pkbs.  Dickinson — ^Long- 
champs,  1784. 

Translation, 

Philadelphia,  May.  19, 1784.     . 
Sb-, 

I  have  reconrse  to  your  Excellency  to  obtain  satisfaction  of  a 
violation  of  the  Rights  of  nations  which  requires  the  immediate 
Interposition  of  your  Authority. 

A  French  adventurer  whose  name  is  Longchamps,  and  who  stiles 
himself  the  Chevalier  de  Longchamps  having  left  France  for  some 
bad  Transaction,  established  himself  since  some  time  in  this  Town. 
He  was  implicated  some  months  ago  in  an  affair  relating  to  the 
theft  of  a  watch  chain,  but  the  Judges  having  not  found  him  guilty 
they  delivered  him  a  certificate  in  form.  He  presrated  himself 
before  the  Consul  of  his  Majesty  and  begged  him  to  certify  the 
signature  of  the  American  Judge,  which  Mr.  De  Marbois  did  with- 
out an;^  difficulty.  I  mention  tfa^  circumstance,  because  it  appears 
that  this  induced  Longchamps  to  believe  that  he  would  meet  with 
the  same  Facility  for  other  acts  of  more  Importance.  Towards  the 
same  time  he  married.  Before  or  after  his  marriage  he  waited  upon 
me  desiring  that  I  might  examine  his  papers,  receive  him  in  mj 
house,  and  afford  him  my  protection.  I  looked  at  his  papers  and 
informed  of  some  circumstances  of  his  past  life,  I  told  him  that  I 
oould  by  no  means  take  notice  of  his  affairs  unless  he  brought  me  a 
letter  from  the  minister.  I  communicated  my  answer  to  Mr.  De 
.  Marbois,  that  be  might  conform  himself  to  it,  some  dissagreeable 
Reports  having  been  published  against  him,  and  the  Gaaettes  con- 
taining different  Paragraphs  to  his  disadvantage  he  went  to  the  consul 
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mni  begg^  him  ia  exatAioe  hfa  ptpenj  to  oriHafy  some  Tittetlie 
preieftded  tohaye;  and  to  give  him  Bnob  Testimonias,  as  to  eatob^ 
9kkeA  his  eliaraeter.  Mr.  Be  Marboia  refased  H  in  tba  same  masoet 
I  had  done.  LongohanipB  engaged  Major  MoPhersDn^  a  eehidon  to 
ihe  lady  hemattied  and  some  raier  persons  to  solioH  tke  Conanl  }a 
his  fayoar^Mri  De  Harbois  having  constantly  declined  it^  Longehampa 
«ame  himself  the  mdmin|r  before  last,  and  aooording  to  the  aeeonnt 
^ven  by  the  Oonsul)  spdce  to  him  in  the  most  indeoent  manner; 
Mr.  De  Marbols  answered  nothing  else,  but  that  he  eonld  not  interfere 
with  his  affairs^  unless  he  presented  him  a  letter  trom  the  Minister, 
liongchamps  replied  by  some  injurious  Bzpressioos.  Mr.  De  Mav- 
bois  ordercKi  him  to  quit  the  house,  Longehamps  left  him  uttering 
several  threatnings  which  I  heard  in  my  Room.  I  went  out  ani 
called  him  back  to  ask  the  reasons  of  hia  insolenoe,  but  he  left  the 
house  as  fast  as  he  could. 

In  the  same  moment  Mr«  De  Marbois  wrote  a  letter  to  your 
Ezoelleocy  in  order  to  inform  you  of  what  had  passed,  and  this 
Letter  itself  is  a  proof  of  his  great  moderation.  You  were  so  kind  aa 
to  order  Longcb$p)ps  to  appear  before  you.  But  it  appears  that 
Botwithstondtog  your  exhortation  he  wm  not  leas  inclined  to.ooai- 
mit  some  violenoe.  There  is  therefore  no  doubt  but  the  eztiendty 
to  which  he  went  just  now  was  entirely  premediteted. 

This  mominig  Mr.  De  Marbois  bmng  gone  out  at  my  request  to 
make  some  arrangements  with  the  owners  of  the  ship  in  which  I  am 
to  embark  for  France,  he  saw  Longehamps  coming  towards  hfan,  and 
calling  him  to  an  aecouat.for  his  refusal.  Mr..  De  Marboift replied 
''  if  you  are  an  American,  and  have  some  complamte  against  me,  ap- 
ply to  the  magistrates  of  the  State;  if  you  are  a  Frenchman  you 
may  address  the  OhevaUer  de  la  Luaome  or  the  ^Ministry  of  France.^' 
The  expressions  of  Longehamps  being  very  insolent,  the  people 
assembled,  and  some  Frenchmen  amongst  them.  Mr  De  Marboia 
says  that  in  that  moment  Longehamps  raised  his  voice,  and  re- 
doubled bis  injuries.  According  to  the  legal  depositions  of  those 
who  underotood  the  French,  Mr.  De  Marbou  replied  to  those 
Injuries,  I  shall  address  the  public  Authority,  and  as  he  was  going 
Longehamps  struck  him  with  his  cane,  the  cane  of  M.  De  MarboiS| 
the  Consul  retreated  some  steps  in  order  to  defend  himself,  Long- 
champs  struck  him,  and  in  the  same  instant  Mr.  De  Marbois  rushed 
upon  him  and  broke  his  cane  upon  his  back,  Longehamps  exclaimed, 
give  me  a  gun,  I  must  have  a  guu;  but  the  people  surrounded  iHid 
stopped  his  violence. 

This  SiTi  48  "the  true  aecount  of  an  Injury  done  to  a  public  person, 
whom  you  honor  with  your  particular  esteem  and  Friendsliip,  and 
who  during  a  Kesidence  of  five^  years  in  this  city  has  drawn  nppn 
him  the  affection  and  confidence  of  every  citizen.  This  injury  is 
oommitted  by  a  Frenchman  without  character,  who  gives  hfmsdf  for 
a  noble  man,  though  he  is  the  nephew  of  the  wife  of  my  steward,  and 
who  had  pressed,  the  €onsul  to  deliver  him  acta  to  eatablaih  his 
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BepaUfion^  tiiai  is  to  dMeive  Ae  Inlifekbitaaitoof  Pkiladel^ia.  Y^^ 
IcBOw  air^  tbti  it  is  the  opinion  of  people  who  ure  badly  infonaed 
that  <die  gieateat  Hoehse  pieTails  in  this  eily.  This  OQimdecaticm 
sdttraots  a  number  of  low  adventorera  who  uoaociistomed  to  the  re- 
apeot  due  to  law,  and  fiierays  of  every  estaUishnieiit  oalpulated  to 
aaaiBtain  good  order.  It  is  of  the  greliteet  Importaoe  for  the 
aaoufity  ef  all  thoise  who  shall  reside  here  in  a  poblio  ohaxaoter  that 
an  oatsige  of  ihu  kind  be  severely  punished*  There  would  be  no 
seonrhy  lof  us  if  we  were  exposed  to  the  Ineolts  sad  violeaoe  of 
.people  who  vequeat  acts  and  oomplianees  whioh  we  are  Aot  allowed 
to  grant  These  insolent  Bxpressions  whioh  this  man  has  uttered  In 
my  house  the  seventeenthy  a  part  of  whioh  I  have  heaid  myself,  and 
ihe  whole  of  whioh  has  been  heard  by  my  seeretaries  from  the  be- 
l^nninff  to  the  end  of  the  oonversatioa  are  a  violation  of  the  privileges 
of  my  lodgiog  and  the  Respect  whioh  is  due  to  it  At  the  Request 
of  the  Consul  I  did  not  then  take  any  slkepa  to  vindicate  it,  and 
vrhen  the  eighteenth  you  proposed  to  oblige  liongobampsi  to  give 
aeeunties  for  his  good  oondnot,  Mr.  Pe  Marbois  begged  yQunot  to 
wursne  this  alBskir  any  more  as  he  ezpeeted  that  your  Exhortations 
had  recalled  this  man  to  his  duty.  I  request  to  day  that  fov  Re- 
pamtioB  of  all  these  Bxcesses  and  outrages  this  man^  wiio  ealls  him- 
self an  officer  in  the  Xroops  of  his  mi^esty,  who  weavp  the  uiii£on|i 
(Ol  a  French  Regiment  and  who  cafne  in  my  house  in  this  dress  be 
seized.  I  ohdm  him  ss  a  Frenchman  that  he  be  sent  back  to  Frano^ 
in  ooofdrmtty  to  the  ordiaattces  of  the  King,  whioh  I  have  bad  the 
lionor  to  oommunicate  to  your  ExoeUenoy  and  that  he  ibe  punishedi 
aaoqrding  to  the  Laws  of  the  Kingdom. 
I  faas^e  the  honour  to  be, 
with  sentiments  of  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedt  * 

and  humble  servant, 
OHEYAUER  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  178.] 


No.  3. 


PftiSB.  Dickinson  to  thx  Ministee  oi*  FrancEp— Long- 
champs,  1784. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  20th  May  1784. 
We  have  received  yon  letter  of  the  nineteenthf  and  highly  resent 
(he  outrages  therein  mentioned. 
In  consequence  of  the  direction  given  yesterday  by  the  president 

*  See  May  21,  also  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XY.,  pp.  116-116. 
t  0se  page  ifiSL       Also  OoL  Bee.,  YgL  ilY.,  p.  110. 
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t  warrant  was  issued  for  anresting  the  offender,  baft  he  oonoealed 
himself  as  we  are  informed^  and  has  not  yet  been  seised.  We  have 
this  dajmade  the  strictest  injonctions  for  thispnrpose  and  hope  they 
will  be  attended  with  suooess.'^If  they  shonld  not  we  diall  pnbMsh 
a  prookmation  offering  a  large  reward  to  any  person^  who  shall 
apprehend  him  and  seonre  his  person. 

Every  step  which  the  Laws  ik  the  State  will  permit  for  the  re- 
paration of  these  excesses  shall  be  pursned  and  we  shidl  endeavour 
to  demonstrate  l^e  sincerity  and  sensibility  with  which  we  attend  to 
this  application 

I  have  the  honour  te  be, 
with  a  very  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient,  and 
most  hambfe  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vd.  H.  page  f  5.] 


No.  1 


?iili6.  Dsasmsoif.Tp  twe  Mikistbb  o?  F&ancb,— Long- 

CHAMP3,  1784. 

In  Council,  Fhikdelphia,  May  21 1794. 
Sir, 

Having  understood  that  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
was  lately  returned  from  the  ciroirit,  we  have  seen  him  this  day  and 
required  him  to  issue  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the  penon 
who  assaultcNl  Mr.  De  Mubois,  and  to  fri^e  proper  diveetbns  ibr  ite 
immediate  and  effectual  execution.  The  doors  of  the  House  will 
for  this  purpose  be  broke  open,  if  it  be  necessary. 
With  a  very  respectful  attaehment, 
I  am  Sir,  Tour  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
•    [Letter  Book,  VoL  IL,  p.  97.] 
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MiNjsTsa  01*  Fbanos  to  PBESi^PiCKq^soH*— Lonqcoamps — . 

1784. 

Translation. 

PhUadelphia,  22d  May,  1784.  - 
Sir, 

I  have  reoeived  the  Letter  which  joiir  Excellency  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me  on  yesterday,  the  twenty-first  instant.  I  had 
been  assured  that  Mr.  Longchamps  appeared  in  town  and  went  to 
and  from  his  home  without  any  difficulty.  I  was  douhtful  of  the  fact, 
but  I  have  been  informed,  beyond  even  a  shadow  of  doubt,  that  the 
man  has  lately  been  seen  before  Mr.  Boss's  house,  in  Front  street, 
dressed  in  His  Uniform  and  wearing  a  cross  or  order  which  (le  has 
commonly  about  him.  He  was  going  towards  Spruce  street  I  am 
pursuaded  that  this  fact  will  appear  as  extraordinary  to  you  as  to 
me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  a  respectful  attachment,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

ob.  &  mo.  hum.  servt., 

LB  CH'R  BE  LA  LUZERNE.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  169.] 


No.  6, 


Paxg.  DxcuirsoN  to  thb  Mjkister  oi*  Faanoe — ^Longchaups^ 

1784. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  l^ay  :22d,  1784. 
Sir, 

This  moment  we  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  to-day, 
and  just  before  it.  came  to  our  hands  the  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  had  informed  us,  that  he  had  issued  his  warrant  and  that  a 
person  had  been  arrested  and  bailed. 

Thus  his  personal  appearance  is  so  secured  that  we  can  punish 
him ;  whether  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  state  will  authorise 
us  to  deliver  him  up  according  to  the  Bequisition  that  has  been 
made  is  a  point  of  moment  that  demands  an  attention  to  some 
Facts,  and  much  consideration;  we  wish  to  consult  the  Judges  of 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  117. 
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the  Supreme  Court  upon  the  oaae ;  and  thej  are  not  expected  to  re- 
tarn  from  the  circuit  for  some  time. 

Immediately  after  a  conference  with  tibemi  our  deeiaion  will  be 
made  &  whaterer  it  may  be,  we  trust,  either  by  the  desired  com- 
pliance, or  by  the  infliction  of  an  exemplary  punishment,  it  will 
evinco  that  the  Laws  of  Natione  are  properly  vindicated  in  this 
State. 

With  a  very  great  Esteem,  \ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON  ♦ 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  H,,  p.  96.] 


No.  7. 


Pbes.  Dickinson  to  the  Attobnet  (Jbnkral— LoNQOHiLMPfl, 

1784. 

In  Council,  > 

Philadelphia,  Hay  25, 1784. 
Sir, 

The  Judges  will  acquunt  yoa  with  the  disagreeable  affair  that 
has  lately  happened  in  this  City.  If  they  should  be  of  opinion 
that  the  offender  cannot  legally  be  delivered  up,  according  to  the 
Requisition,  that  has  been  made,  we  desire  that  you  will  then 
prosecute  him  in  such  a  manner  that  with  all  possible  dispatch,  he 
may  be  sentenced  to  suffer  a  condign  punishment,  and^so,  that 
therebv  the  Honor  of  this  State  and  the  Law  of  Nations  may  be 
properly  vindicated. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem, 

Bir,  Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  B.,  IL,  p.  99.] 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  117^ 
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No;  8. 

FkBB.  DfCKIKSOlf  TO  THS  MiNISTBBt  OF  FEAN<»— IiONOOHAMPS. 

1784. 

la  OoaiMil, 

Philadelphia,  May  25, 1784. 
Sir, 

The  President  oommnnioated  to  vs  yesterday,  the  suhject  of  the 
Conference  of  last  Saturday,  and  to  expedite  as  much  as  we  possibly 
can  the  decision  upon  an  affair  of  such  moment;  We  shall  this 
day  send  an  Express  to  the  absent  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
with  a  full  state  of  the  Facts  for  their  judgment. 

Our  grateful  veneration  for  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  a 
due  regard  for  the  Law  of  Nations  will  impel  us  to  make  every 
exertion  in  our  power,  for  prosecuting  this  business  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

At  the  same  time  we  are  pursuaded,  that  informed  as  you,  Sir, 
are  of  the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth  and  the  novelty  of  this 
case  among  us  considered,  your  goodness  will  induce  you  to  make 
proper  allowances  for  our  modes  of  proceeding.  If  these  which  we 
are  now  pursuing,  shall  not  soon  accomplish  an  adequate  leparation 
for  the  outrages  that  have  been  committed,  we  will  call  the  General 
Assembly  together,  that  the  Supreme  Legislative  Authority  may  be 
employed  in  fully  vindicating  the  Honor  of  the  State  and  the  Law 
of  Nations. 

With  greet  Bateem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

£ir,  Your  most  obedienl 

and  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  100.] 


No.  9. 


Pass.  DioKiNsoN  TO  MnasTBR  of  UimxD  Nethxblands — 

LONOOHAMPS,  1784. 

To  the  Minuter  of  the  United  Netherlands. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  25, 1784. 
Sir, 

The  President  having  informed  us  of  the  Conference  which  he 
had  the  honor  of  holding  with  you,  to  express  our  great  concern  and 
resetment  on  account  of  the  outrages  lately  offered  to  the  Sienr  cfe 
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Harbois  Oonsol  Ooneral  of  France,  and  Secretary  of  the  Legation 
from  that  kingdom. 

We  have  already  taken  8e?eral  steps  in  this  bnsiness  and  axe 
determined  to  purane  every  measure  in  onr  power  for  vindicating 
the  law  of  Nations  by  an  adequate  Reparation  for  the  excesses  that ' 
haye  been  committed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  esteem, 

Year  most  obed.  & 

mo.  hnmb.  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  103.] 


No.  10. 


Minister  of  Fbakcb  to  Prbs.  Dioeinbon,— Longchamps, 

1788. 

The  minister  of  France  presents  his  respectful  compliments  to  his 
£xcellenoyy  the  Preddent^  JSe  jnst  was  at  his  honse  to  present  him 
bis  thanks,  but  having  not  found  his  Excellency  at  home^  he  begs 
to  be  informed  whether  he  can  have  the  Honor  to  wait  upon  him 
this  evening  between  six  and  seven  o'clock.^' 

"  Friday  noon.'' 
[Letter,  Book  Vol.,  L  p.  174.] 


Sheriff  To  his  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq., 

New  Oaol,  May  27, 1784,  five  o'clock. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  by  this  method  to  acquaint  your  Excellency, 
tliat  the  Body  of  Oharles  Julien  de  Longohamps  hath  this  day  been 
committed  to  my  custody  by  Bail  {nece,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Philip 
Wdss  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  an  as^ult  &o.,  committed  on 
the  Honorable  Francis  Barbe,  de  Marbois,  Consul  of  France;  and 
Secretary  of  the  Legation  of  said  Kingdom,  and  is  now  confined  in 
the  new  Jail  of  tne  city  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  upon  the 
warrant  of  the  Honorable  George  Bryan  Esq.,  Judge  of  theSupfeafte 
court  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  to  which  pttq>ort  due  Betnrn 
shall  be  made  to  the  honorable  Uie  Executive  Council  by  your 
Szcellencys  most  humble  servant. 

THOMAS  PROCTER,  SherifF. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  174.] 
*  See  letter  to  the  judges— May  25. 
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No.  11. 

To  THB  MiNisiSR  OF  T^E  Ukited  NSTHSaMIilDS,  1784. 

In  Coancil,  Philadelphii^  ]SIaj  27, 178J^ 
Sir 

We  have  the  hoDor  of  mformiDg  jou  that  the  nheriff  of  this  city 
and  County  has  reported  to  us  this  day,  that  the  person,  who  lately 
insulted  the  Consul  General  of  France,  is  confined  in  the  Common 
prison  upon  the  warrant  of  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  that  we  have  ordered  the  sheriff  to  detain  him  in  prison. 

This  step  we  trust  will  he  considered  as  an  Evidence  of  our  Reso- 
lution to  assert  the  laws  of  nations  and  properly  to  animadvert  upon 
the  temerity  of  those  who  presume  in  this  State  to  violate  the  Bights 
and  Friveleges  of  Puhlic  ministers. 

With  sentiments  of  perfect  Esteem^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  BiTi 

Your  most  obed.  most  humble  servt 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol  n.,  p«.105.] 


No.  12. 


Preb.  Dickinson  to  thb  Ministbr  oir  Fhancb, — ^Long- 
champs,  1784. 

In  Council;  Phaadelphia,  May  27th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  the  sheriff*  of  this  city 
and  County  has  this  moment  reported  to  us  that  the  Body  of  Charles 
Julien  de  Longohamps  is  now  confined  in  the  common  prison  in  this 
city,  upon  the  warrant  of  one  ci  the  Judges  of  the  Honble  the  Supreme 
eourt  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  Assault  upon  Mr.  de  Marbois. 

We  have  commanded  die  sheriff  by  an  order  given  in  Oosneil 
under  the  hand  of  the  President  and  the  seal  of  the  State  to  debda 
the  ofiender  in  prison.  This  is  our  determined  and  unanimous  Te8(>- 
lution,  with  all  our  powers  to  proseeote  this  business  for  effscting 
an  ample  reparation..  Ton  sir,  who  have  intrusted  our  ardent  de- 
sire upon  this  unhappy  occasion  to  assert  the  law  of  nations  to  certify 
the  ei:trcme  attachment  of  our  Fellow  citisens  and  ourselves  to  him 
most  christian  majesty,  and  our  lively  resentment  of  the  outrages 
offered  in  this  state  to  a  person  so  justly  and  universally  esteemed, 
as  Mr.  De  Marbois  is  amongst  us  for  his  distinguished  merit  and  good 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  pp.  120, 121. 
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oonfcoi  will  reidilj  conMiTe  ih«  sineere  pleamfe  with  which  thii 
ocNttmoidc&tioi  is  made. 

I  am  frith  the  most  respeetfol  Regard,  bIt, 

your  most  obedienti  and  most  hamble  senrt 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  H.  p.  108.] 


No.  18. 


Mors.  Db  Mabbois  to  :ns  President  of  the  State — 
LoKacHAM?8,  1784. 

Honmiir  deHarboia  to  his  fizoellency  the  president  of  the  State. 

Phihidelphia,27th  May,  1784. 
SiTj 

I  have  received  the  note  which  your  Excellency  honored  me  with 
yesterday,  demanding  my  deposition  refipecting  the  Excesses  com- 
mitted at  the  house  of -the  Chevalier  de  la  Lnxeme.  I  beff  you  will 
be  pleased  to  observe  that  when  I  made  mj  first  depositiqn  before 
the  two  Pennsylvanian  Judges,  who  came  to  receive  it  iu  my  $part- 
menty  it  was  not  yet  known  whether  Mr.  tiOogohamps  had  become 
a  citizen  of  the  State,  that  besides  it  was  necessary  to  prevent  his 
flight,  and  that  it  was  not  a  moment  to  be  too  nice  about  Forms, 
now,  it  is  certain  that  the  man  has  onlv  resided  in  America,  since 
September  last,  and  that  he  Is  the  king^s  subject.  The  Ohevalier  de 
la  Luzerne  claima  him  as  such,  and  he  has  in  his  Letter  of  the  19th 
informed  your  Excellencvof  the  causes  on  which  he  grounds -his 
claim,  all  further  deposition  is  consequently  superfluous  and  unusual. 
His  majesty's  minister  however  consents  for  this  once,  which  is  not 
to  be  a  precedent,  to  my  making  the  desired  deposition,  and  I  shall 
expect  the  msgistrate  this  morning,  as  *you  desire  it 
I  am  with  Bespect  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant, 

DB  MABBOIS. 


We  Consul  General  of  France  with  the  Thhrte^n  United  SUtes 
of  Amenca  and  Consul  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  Certify  to 
aU  wh^m  it  may  eonoem,  that  on  the  Seventeenth  of  this  month 
the  Sieur  de  Longcbampe  desired  us  to  oertify  the  Truth  of  sundry 

Eapera  relative  to  his  Bank  and  Birth,  and  that  upon  our  refaaal 
e  broke  out  with  the  utmost  indecency  in  threats  and  other  violent 
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ExpresBiopSi  aad  among  others  the  followiBgi  ^'  I  am  TesoWad  la  do 
some  desperate  aot^  I  wQl  dishoner  you  or  thd  Devil  lake  me,''  thfti 
he  repeated  them  so  lond  that  they  were  overheard  hy  .the  Chevalier 
de  la  Luzerne,  That  the  minister  came  out  of  his  room,  and  called  the 
said  Siear  Longchamps  to  call  him  to  an  account  for  that  insult 
and  those  Threats,  hut  that  the  said  Sieur  de  Longchamps  made  his 
Escape. 

Sworn,  This  27th  May,  1784  \  Philadelphia,  27th  May,  1784. 
Before  WilUam  Adcock.  J     BARBE  BE  MARBOIS. 

[Letter  Book,  VoL  L  p.  176.] 


No.  14. 


Prb6.  Bxokinson  to  Judges  qv  Supbxmx  (jJousx — 
Longchamps,  1784. 

The  Honble.  The  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Justice  Atlee^-ftMr.  Justice 
Bush. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  Ma,y  28, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 

This  Letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr,  Johnston,  an  Express 
sent  to  us  by  the  persons  lately  removed  from  Wyoming,  as  he  can 
himself  give  a  good  deal  of  information,  and  can  be  serviceable  in 
obtaining  it  from  others,  we![have  wished  him  to  attend  at  Sunbury. 
The  person  who  lately  insulted  and  assaulted  Mr.  de  Marbois 
is  now  in  prison,  so  that  answers  to  the  Question  proposed  in  our 
Letter  of  the  25th  instant,  may  be  deferred  until  your  return  to  the 
City. 

With  the  most  perfect  Esteem, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
your  most  obed.  and  most  hble.  servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  VoL  11.,  p.  105.] 


No.  16. 

Pbbs.  Diceikson  to  his  bxcbllenoy  the  Pbbsidbnt  of 

CoNGBBSS— Longchamps,  1784. 

To  his  Excellency;  the  President  of  Congress. 

In  Council;  PhikdelphiS;  May  28, 1784. 
Sir, 

Borne  days  ago  an  Insult  was  offered  by  a  Frenchman  to  Mr. 
Be  Marbois  in  the  Hotel  of  the  Minister  of  France  and  afterwards  an 
assault  was  made  upon  him  by  the  same  person  in  a  street  in 
this  city. 
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Hie  offender  hias  been  arrested  by  onr  direotibn;  under  a  warmnt 
of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  is  now  eonfined  in  the  eom- 
mon  prison  where  we  have  ordered  him  to  be  detained. 

Oar  respeot  for  Congress  induces  us  to  inform  them  of  this  affair^ 
and  we  should  have  done  ourselyes  the  honor  of  making  the  commu« 
Dieation  sooner;  but  that  the  criminal  was  not  in  confinement  till 
yesterday. 

We  should  be  mueh  pleaeed  to  be  favored  with  the  sentiments  of 
Congress  upon  the  Buainess,  being  extremely  desirous,  that  our  pro- 
oeediDgs  correspond  with  their  Judgment  and  to  testify  our  deter- 
mined resolution  with  all  our  power,  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
the  United  States^  to  preserve  the  public  Repose,  to  assert  the  law 
of  nations,  and  to  manifest  our  entire  regard  for  the  Representations 
of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Union. 

With  the  most  perfect  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed. 

^ and  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
[Letter  Book,  VoK  II.  p.  168.] 


No.  16. 


HiNiBTEB  or  Franob  to  Prvs.  Dickinson— Longchabips, 

1784. 

To  His  Excellency;  Mr.  Dickinson^  President  of  the  State. 

Philadelphia;  28th  May^  1784. 
Sir; 

I  have  received  the  Letter  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the 
Honor  to  write  to  me  vesterday,  informing  me  that  Mr.  Longohamps 
had  been  arrested  and  confined  in  Oaol.  I  have  heard  of  this  Be- 
ginning of  Reparation  with  so  much  the  greater  Pleasure;  as  it  gives 
Bie  Beason  to  hope  that  it  will  be  a  oompleat  onO;  and  proportioned 
to  the  oflEencC;  and  I  am  very  thankful  for  the  Assurance  which  you 
are  pleased  to  give  me  of  it.  The  crime  of  Mr.  Longohamps  is  so 
notorious;  and  so  publiO;  Uiat  he  might  be  sent  back  immediately  to 
France;  but  that  he  may  not  be  deprived  of  any  means  of  defence;  I 
hope  that  you  will  approve  his  underffoing  interrogatories  on  the 
sabject  of  the  complaint  given  against  him.  'He  shall  have  all  the 
means  of  Justification  which  he  may  wish;  and  it  is  with  this  view^ 

*  See  Vol.  XV.,  p.  858. 
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tkafc  the  pretioBs  Fcnrmalitiee  in  otiet  ta  bis  Trial  mdat  ttJse  phoe 
lefore  his  departure  for  France  on  the  spot  where  the  crime  was 
committed.  I  am  informed  that  after  having  committed  the  o&noe 
of  the  seyenteenth  at  my  house,  he  has  taken  the  oath  of  aliegiance 
to  the  State.  I  request  your  Ezoellenoy  to  ascertain  this  Fact,  it 
would  prove  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  as  a  citisen  of  Pennsyl- 
vauia  on  the  17th,  but  that  he  hoped  by  taking  the  oath  on  the 
eighteenth  to  shelter  himself  from  the  consequences  df  the  offence 
he  had  been  ^ilty  of  the  day  befote,  and  that  he  tboueht  also  the 
quality  of  a  Gitisen  of  Pennsylvania  secured  him  from  alipursuit  for 
the  offence  which  he  was  meditating  against  the  Bineteenth.  It 
even  appears  that  his  bold  speeches  hi^  given  you  some  previoas 
suspicions  on  that  subject. 

This  man  has  brought  himself  into  a  nnmber  of  scrapes  with 
Frenchmen  since  his  arrival  here.  But  it  is  necessary^  in  order  to 
make  better  known  that  breaker  of  the  public  peace^  to  ascertain  the 
Affairs  of  the  same  nature  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  with 
Americans,  and  to  speak  only  of  those  which  have  been  carried  be- 
fore American  Tribunals.  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate 
to  me  the  judicial  documents  of  the  following  affairs. 

Ist.  That  with  Cant.  Halfwark  Firsk^  of  the  Swedish  ship  Peace 
&  Plenty,  on  which  he  arrived  here  on  the  fifteenth  of  September 
last.  He  appears  to  have  filched  him  out  of  fifty  Quineas,  which  he 
has  not  restored,  altho'  coudemned  to  it  by  the  American  Judges. 

2dly.  That  which  he  had  with  Mr.  Brunot,  Man  Milliour,  whom 
he  refused  to  pay,  and  threatened  to  kill.  This  affair  is  still  de- 
pending. 

3dly.  A  night  auarrel  with  the  Watch,  in  which  he  received  a 
considerable  wound  in  his  head. 

4th.  His  examination  before  Mr.  Justice  Fleeson  on  account  of  a 
Watch  stolen  and  found  upon  him.  He  was  acquitted  of  this 
charge. 

5thly.  I  am  ignorant  whether  any  other  complaints  have  been 
made  against  him,  either  for  having  seduced  the  young  girl  whom 
he  has  married,  or  for  any  other  cause ;  but  I  hope  Sir,  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  the  respective  documentS|  in 
case  it  is  not  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the  Country. 
I  am,  with  a  respectful  attachment,  Siir, 

your  Ezcellenoy's  most  obed.  A  mo.  Hbl.  servt., 
LE  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol  I.,  p.  183.] 
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No.  17- 
Minister  .  of  U.  Nethiirlands  to  President  or  Congress^ 

AnNAPOUS. — LONQGHAMPB)   1784. 

(Copia.) 

To  His  Ezoellencj;  Mr.  Mifflin^  President  of  Congress,  Annapolis. 

Philadelphia,  28th  May,  1784. 
Sir, 

As  the  ontnge  committdd  by  Charles  Jolien  de  Longchamps 
against  the  person  of  Mr.  de  Marbois,  ft  the  Character  of  the  French 
Minister  concerns  the  whole  of  the  Diplomatic  Body,  I  have  thonght 
it  my  duty  to  act  in  conjunction  with  M.  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  in  order 
to  obiva  from  the  Conncil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  a  satisflu)- 
tnm  proportionable  to  the  atrocity  of  the  offence. 

In  consequence  of  my  Address  for  that  end  to  his  Excellency  the 
President  of  the  State,  I  have  received  two  letters  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  lay  before  your  Szoelleney,  one  dated  the  25th,  and  the 
other  the  27th  of  this  month.  The  deliberations  of  the  aforesaid 
Oonnoil  for  five  days  successively,  the  vigor  and  onei^y  of  their  op^ 
latioflDS,  oi]Qhi  equally  to  be  prized  and  admired  by  eVMy  one  who 
has  a  sense  of  the  Importance  of  the  Affair,  and  are  so  much  the 
more  satisfying  that  they  have  terminated  in  the  imprisonment  cf 
tfcis  'Dnhappy  subject.  This,  with  the  two  letters  above  mentioned, 
leads  to  expect  that  the  OouiKil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is 
firmly  resolved  to  repair,  in  a  soitdble  manner,  the  Breach  made 
in  the  Law  of  Nations.  However,  it  is  my  duty  to  beseech  the  Con- 
gress to  notify  to  the  different  States  of  the  Union,  a  Troth  to  which 
the  President  aiid  Council  of  Pennsylvania  give  their  asMit,  vixt. : 
That  the  Law  of  Nations  makes  a  part  of  the  Common  Law  of  that 
Oommonwealth.  I  hope  the  Congress  will  be  pleased  at  the  samfe 
time  to  deolara  that  it  makes  a  part  of  the  Common  Law  of  the 
etber  twelve  States. 

It  is  along  with  the  Minister  of  France,  and  in  the  name  of  all 
the  ministers  and  persons  invested  with  a  public  character  among 
the  United  States,  that  I  have  the  Honour  to  make  this  Requisition. 

Allow  me.  Sir,  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  assuring  you  of  the 
Ugh  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  humb.  ft  obed.  servt.,^ 

0.  J.  VAN  BERKEL. 
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No.  18. 
(Translation.) 

Gheyaueb  be   la  Luzbbnb  to  Pbesidsnt   of  Gonobess — 
lonqchamps,  1784. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Cbeyalier  de  la  Luzerne  to  his  Ezoellencj; 
the  President  of  Congress. 

Philadelphia,  May  28, 1784. 
Sir^ 

I  haye  the  honor  of  communicating  to  your  Excellency  two  lettam 
which  I  have  received  from  the  President  of  Pennsylvania,  dat«d 
the  25th  and  27th  instant,  addressed  to  Mr.  Marbois.  Yoa  have 
likewise  here  enclosed  the  answer  which  I  have  made  to  the  letter, 
which  was  written  to  me  on  the  27th.  Congress  will  see  by 
these  pieces  that  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania  are  in  the  firm  deter- 
mination of  giving  a  proper  satisfaction  for  the  offenoes  committed 
as  well  against  me  as  against  his  Majesty's  Consul.  I  cannot  bat 
be  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  President  of  the  State  has 
conducted  this  affair,  and  I  hope  that  Council  will  terminate  it  by 
ordering  the  culprit  to  be  delivered  up  to  my  disposal.  I  lay  claim 
to  him  as  a  subject  of  his  Majesty,  and  altho'  the  oonduot  of  the 
President  and  Council,  throughout  the  whole  of  this  afiabr  leaves  me 
perfectly  satisfied  as  to  its  issue,  I  am,  however,  in  duty  bound  to 
address  myself  at  the  same  time  to  Congress,  that  the  Beparation  I 
demand  may  not  be  delayed.  . 

The  present  case  being  entirely  new,  the  imprisonment  of  the 
Cnlprit  has  experienced  a  delay  of  a  few  days,  but  it  must  not  be 
imputed  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  who  has  constantly  shewn 
an  intoition  of  making  a  suitable  reparation  for  the  outrage  oom- 
mitted  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations.  I  take  this  opportnnity 
to  request  your  Excellency  to  move  Congress  to  notify  to  the  several 
States  of  the  Union  a  Truth  which  the  President  and  Council  of 
Pennsylvania  aoknowledge  by  their  present  conduct — it  is  that  the 
Law  of  Nations  constitutes  a  part  of  the  Common  Law  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania.  I  request  Congress  will  dedare,  if 
sueh  is  their  opinion,  that  the  Law  of  nations  is  part  of  Uie  Common 
Law  of  each  of  the  other  twelve  Commonwealths.  If,  however. 
Congress  has  Reasons  to  doubt  the  dispositions  of  some  States  ia 
this  Respect,  I  hope  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  give  them  such 
Recommendations  as  may  in  Future  leave  no  doubt  on  so  important 
a  subject 

Mr.  Van  Berkel;  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  States  General, 
joins  me  in  this  demand,  which  we  make  in  the  name  of  all  minis- 
ters and  other  persons  who  may  reside  in  a  public  character  in  the 
United  States. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  177.] 
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No.  19. 
SnXBXrW  TO  PexS.  IhCKINSON— LoNOOHAMire  1784. 

Sberiff  To  his  Ezoellency  John  Dickinson^  &  the  Honorable  the 
OonnciL 

Philadelphia,  May  Slat,  1784. 
This  morning  the  Honorable  George  Bryan.  Esqaire  and, 
Jonathan  [D]  Sergeant  Esq.,  Attorney  at  Law,  have  severally  made 
Bequest  to  be  furnished  with  a  Copy  of  the  writ  issued  by  Council 
against  the  Chevalier  de  Longchamps  for  an  assault  committed  on 
the  Sienr  de  Marbois  &c. 

By  the  authority  of  which  I  am  directed  solely  to  keep  the  Body 
of  the  said  Chevalier  de  Longchamps  in  the  prison  of  the  city  and 
coonty  of  Philadelphia — ^And  should  any  attempts  be  made  to  re- 
lease the  said  Longchamps  Report  thereof  should  be  immediately 
transmitted  to  Council,  that  proper  measures  may  be  taken  as  the 
natare  of  the  case  requires. 

In  oonsequence  thereof,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Honor  that 
that  there  is  such  Reason  to  believe  that  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
is  about  to  be  issued  for  the  Removal  of  the  said  Lonechamps  from 
confinement,  the  propriety  of  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  de- 
termine. 

I  am  your  Honors, 

most  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  PROCTOR,  Sheriff.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  176.] 


Minister  of  United  Netherlands  to  President  Dickinson, 
— ^Longchamps,  1784. 

A  Son  Exoellenoe  le  Pr68ident  de  Tetat  de  Pennsylvanie. 

Philadelphie,  ce  June  1, 1784. 

MONSIBTJB, 

J'apprends  de  ponte  [mon  ?t]  part  que  la  personne  de  Charles  Jnlien 
de  liongohampB  vient  d'etre  relftoh^  de  son  emprisonnement  on 
sera  incontinent.  Mr.  de  Marbois  a  onS  la  m§me  information. 
Cependant  j'ose  donter  de  la  v6rit6  de  cette  assertion  comme  6tant 
parfaitement  eontraire  h  ce  qne  Yotre  Bicoelience  m'a  fkit  Thonnenr 
de  m'^crire  dans  sa  demi^re  lettre  dn  27'"®  dn  May  pa8s6,  par  la- 
qnelle  il  paroit  i|<lr  qne  le  Conseil  d'6tat  oonsnlteroit  le  droit  des 
gens  comme  faisant  partie  dn  droit  commun  de  TEtat.    Si  tontefois 

»  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  120. 

f  This  letter  has  evidently  been  copied  by  a  person  nnaeqtiainted  with 
tlie  French — some  words  are  not  intelligible  as  they  are  recorded. 
Vol.  XI.— 21 
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le  brnit  fat  yrai  et  que  Mr.  de  Longobampg  eat  la  fiioalti  de  braTer 
(Una  les  mes  de  Pbiladelpbie, -soit-Mr.  de  Marbois  soit  oette  aatre 
personne  revStoe  d'on  caraot^re  pabliOy  Yotre  ExoeUenoa  me  per- 
mettra  de  tai  donner  en  eonsid^ration,  si  c'est  compatible  avec  la 
digpit^  oa  mdme  aveo  la  siiret^  d'on  Miniatre  Etranger  qa'il  s^oune 
dans  ane  yille  ou  m@iixe  dans  an  Etat  oil  il  n'est  pas  parfaitement 
k  coayert  de  toates  insoltes. 

.  Qaant  k  moi  j'ai  rbonneor  d'assarer  Yotre  Ezcellenoei  que  Je 

croirai  manqaer  tantement  7  h,  mes,  maitres  si  je  m'j  ezpoflois  en 

restant  dans  nn  Etat  oii  le  Droit  des  Gkns  n'est  aacanement  respects, 

J'ai  rbonneor  d'etre  aveo  des  sentiments  de  la  plus  paifaite  oon- 

cnderation; 

Uonsieor,  de  Yotre  EzccUenoe 

le  trte-hamble  et  tr^-ob^issant  serviteor 
Lettre  Book,    ) 

Vol.  I.  p.  186.  J  P.  S.  Yaw  Berkkl. 


No.  21. 


PSES.   DiOKINSON  TO  THE    JUDQES     OF  THE  SUPBEUX    Ck>UaTS— 
LONQOHAMPS,  1784. 

The  Honble.  tbe  Judges  of  the  Sapreme  Court 

In  Coonoil;  Philadelphia  June  2, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Consequences  of  the  insults  offered  to  Mr.  Marbois,  Seore- 
tary  of  the  Legation,  and  Consul  Qeperal  of  France  are  likely  in  a 
yery  high  degree  to  affect  the  honor  of  this  commonwealth.  We 
have  good  reasons  to  believe  that  if  the  offender  is  not  imprisoned 
until  Reparation  is  made  fc»r  the  infractions  of  the  law  of  nations 
the  ministers  of  France  &  the  United  Netherlands  will  with  their 
attendantd  immediately  depart  ftom  this  State,  and  that  His  most 
christian  majesty  will  insist  upon  adequate  satisfaction.  We  there- 
fore desire  that  you  will  proceed  to  the  Trial  of  the  offends  with  all 
the  dispatch  which  the  rules  of  Law  will  permit^  so  that  a  proper 
punishment  may  be  inflicted  upon  the  person  whose  yioleDeo  baa 
already  disturbed  and  will  probably  much  more  distract  Uie  publia 
repose.* 

I  am  Gentlemen^ 

your  most  obed  bumble  serraaft, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

*  Bee  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  186. 
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Na22. 

Pbxs.  Dickihtson  to  Monsisxte  Di  Marb(us— Longohamps, 

1784. 

Preg,  Dickingon  to  Monsieur  De  Marboi^  Conaol  Gkneralof 
Vrance. 

PhUadelpkiay  Jane  8, 1784* 
Sir. 

1  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  two  letters,  of  this  dajj, 

and  am  sensible  of  the  jast  respect  for  the  laws  of  this  state  niani« 

fested  by  voar  oonduot  on  the  proposal  made  by  an  unknown  person. 

Upon  the  information  oontained  in  the  second  letter.  Council  wiU 

give  directions  for  prosecuting  the  offender. 

The  peculiar  oircomstances  in  which  the  affair  mentioned  in  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne's  last  letter  has  been  lately  involved,  have 
occasioned  a  delay  of  the  answer  of  Council  upon  the  points  referred 
to^  which  I  hope  will  be  for  that  reason  excused. 
I  um  with  an  entire  Bespect, 
Sir^  your  most  obod. 

and  most  humble  servt 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
The  argument  before  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  the 
application  of  Charles  Julien  de  Longehamps  to  be  admitted  to  Bail, 
will  be  in  public  this  afternoon  at  three  o'clock  in  the  Assembly 
Room  at  the  State  house. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  U.,  p.  109.] 


PrE8.   DlCIdlfSON  TO  MlNISTBR  OF   UnIJED  NbTHBRLANDS — 
LONGOHAMPS.    1784. 

The  President  presents  his  compliments  to  the  minister  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  and  begs  leave  to  inform  him,  that  the  argument 
before  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  application  to  bail  the. 
person  who  insulted  Mr.  de  Marbois  will  be  in  pubilc  this  afternoon 
at  three  o^Clock  in  the  Assembly  Boom  at  the  Statehouse, 

Thursday,  June  8d« 

[Letter  Book,  YoL  II.,  p.  109.] 
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No.  23/: 

Fres..  Dickinson  to  ths  MiNjexEa  of  the   United  Nether- 
lands— LONXJCHAMPS,   1784. 

In  Council,  Philadelpba  Jan^  Sd^  1784, 
*  We  have  very  attentively  deliberated  upon  your  letter  of  tbe  da^ 
before. yesterday,*  and  are  extremly  ooncernedt  hat  youshoold  think 
yonrself  idbliged  to  depart  from  this  state  in  case  the  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  court  who  Issued  a  writ  for  bringing  before  him  the  person, 
that  insulted  Mr.  De  Marbois;  and  now  nas  the  matter  in  advise- 
inent  should  release  him  from  actual  imprisonment. 

We  appeal  to  you  Sir,  as  a  Witness  of  the  Zeal  with  which  we 
have  endeavoured  that  the  offender  should  be  dealt  with  as  the  law 
of  Nations  requires. 

If  the  judicial  Authority  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  decide,  that 
be  ought  to  be  discharged  from  actual  imprisonment,  we  hope  the 
circumstances  which  we  shall  now  mention  will  have  weight.  First, 
that  it  is  the  fixed  Resolution  of  the  Executive  and  judicial  branches 
of  Qovernment,  that  the  offender  shall  be  speedily  and  ezemplarily 
punished.  We  have  yesterday  written  to  the  Judges  requiring 
them  to  proceied  to  the  Trial  with  all  the  dispatch,  that  our  legu 
rights  will  permit^  and  we  believe,  it  will  take  place  in  twenty  days. 
Sepondly,  That  the  Release  from  actual  imprisonment  being  the  act 
of  a  Superior  Judge,  must  be  regarded,  as  formed  on  the  constitu- 
tion and  Laws  of  this  state.  Thirdly,  that  such  Release  will  not  be 
a  discharge  of  the  offender  from  prosecution,  buX  only  another  mode 
of  obligation,  and  that  conformably  to  the  said  constitution  and  laws 
for  compelling  him  to  abide  the  final  determination  in  his  offence 
and  binding  him  in  the  meantime  to  bis  good  behaviour. 

Thus  Sir,  the  Business  is  proceeding  in  a  regular  train,  and 
without  delay  towards  an  adequate  punishment  of  the  criminal,  and 
we  purpose  immediately  to  call  together  the  General  Assembly,  that 
the  Legislative  authority  may  be  exerted  for  making  such  provisions 
as  the  novelty  and  Importance  of  the  case  may  require*  These 
being  the  steps  we  have  taken,  and  the  Resolutions  we  have  formed, 
and  convinced,  by  your  uniform  conduct,  of  your  disposition  to  culti- 
vate the  Friendship  so  happily  subsisting  between  their  Hiigh 
Mightinesses  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and 
these  States,  we  finally  hope,  that  you  sir,  will  riegi^rd  the  measures 
adopted  as  a  commencement  of  that .  satisfactory  reparation  which  it 
is  our  afdent  wish  and  shall  be  our  unremitting  endeavor  to* 
acGon^plish,  and  that  the  magnanimity  of  fheir  High  mfghtinesses 
will  justify  the  affectionate  construction,  which  you  shall  be  pleased 
to  put  upon  our  efforts,  ^nd  the  dorrespondeiU' effects  by  which  you 
shall  continue  to  honor  us  with  your  residence  among  us. 

♦  See  page  477. 
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To  your  knowledge,  sir,  of  the  law  of  naiions  and  the  nsages  upon 
infraotiona  thereof  we  entirely  and  eheerfdll j  refer  for  a  deeidoni 
whether  after  the  oommnnication  we  have  made,  the  Asenrances  we 
jiaye  given  and  a  Conaideratien  of  all  eireumBtanoes,  it  may  not  He 
consiBtent  with  the  public  charabter  yon  snstain  to  relieve  na  from 
the  pains  we  should  suffer  by  your  removal  from  the  State. 
I  have  the  Ht^tior  to  be,- 

with  sincere  esteem,  sir, , 

your  most,  obed.  &  most  humble  servant, 

.  JOHN  DICKINSON.*.., 
.    ;    .    ,    iJ[i?t.t^,Book,  YoL  n.,  p^  HO.]   *-.     •      ,7'* 


'    * '       '     •  '      No.  24. 

Moi(s..  ps.M^BBOia  TO  Pres.  Dickinson — Longchamps^  I7$4. 

To,  his  Excellency,  the  President. 

.    '  ,.  .  Philad^phifi,  June  3d^  1784.  ' 

Sir,  .;.       .  .^  '      .  ';  .'  ../'•': 

Sinee  I  had  the  faohor  to  .wi>ite  iojoox  Bzcellenoy  this- mornings 
I  oompared  the  anonymeas  letterwhlch  I  reoeived  this  morning  at  9 
o'clock)  witl^  anather  one,  likewise  anonymobs,  wbieit  I  received  on 
the  oineiteenthofMay,  etriy  in  the  morning,  <uid  which  eobtains  an 
inlimation  of  what  Mr.  de  Longebampa  executed  oh  the  same  day.f 
if  yoQ  think  proper.  Sir,  to  bring  the  suthdr  to:  a  Trial,  it  appears 
by  no  meane  .diffieult  to  come  at  him,  as  the  servant  gave  me  bis 
direotiov,'  and  aft  the  ietten  may  serve  to  prove  hia  handifritiBg. 
Fer  mypart  I  tUnkitmay  friTtiish'the  State  witli  as  additicnal 
probf  that  the  inrfnlt  was  premeditated. 

With  great  respecft^  [' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

you]^  Excelletnoy's  mo.  obedT/^ ,  . 

.  :  and  very  hutiible  servant,  ,  ? 

DE  ilARBOIS.  f 


*  See  0«l  Heo.  Vol.  XV./p.  135. 
t  She  ArcIiiveB,  VoL  X.,  p..  408.. 
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■    Na  25. 

Pbkw>w?p  Dickinson  to  MiNisTxa  ov  FiUNGXr-^LoNaoBAiiF% 

■17«4u| 

To  the  Minister  of  Fnooe* 

liCoixnoil, 

FhiladelpBiay  Jane  4j  1784. 
Bit, 

We  Bhonld  have  done  onrseWes  dhe  liooor  of  answering  several 
days  ago  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  last  month,*  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  ciroamstanoes  in  which  the  afiair  has  been  lately  involved  by 
the  interposition  of  the  jadiciat  anthority ;  and  the  unhappy  event 
that  has  taken  plaoe  in  eonseqnenoe  of  this  interposition,  renders  it, 
we  apprehend,  now  nnneoessary  for  ns  to  say  any  thing  upon  the 
point  mentioned  in  that  letter. 

.  The  sheriff  had  oonducted  the  offender  from  the  common  gaol  to 
Ae  honse  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  order  to  an  enquiry 
and  decision  by  the  Judge,  whether  Bail  was  in  this  case  admissible^ 
and  as  he  was  carrying  him  back  to  prison,  he  in  a  very  artful  man- 
ner, made, his  escape,  and  conceals  himself  so  that  he  has  not  been 
yet  seised  affain.  IFpon  receiving  information  hereof,  we  immedi- 
ately directed  the  Attorney  General  to  take  proper  messures  iot 
yroeecuting  any  persons  conoemed  thereiti ;  fatto  dtdteed  the  depo- 
sitionsTt-  of  the  aheviff  and  other  witnesses  to  be  takeni  reqmtiBg  Ihb 
«ame ',  and  have  issued  a  procbunatioBl  oflforing  a  reward  of  Kiw 
Hundred  Dollars,  siooording  to  the  reoomlnendation  of  Congress^  ani 
a  further  reward  of  a  like  sun  for  apprehendbg  and  seouitAg  Ih^ 
eriminaL  As  soon  as  due  above  menlionied  depomtions  oome  to  our 
fands  they  shall  be  eosstamucated,  and  we  believe  they  will. aatisfaok* 
torily  prove  tha4  there  was  no  kind  of  eollnaon  between  MfJ  offiMr 
jt>f  this  State  and  the  offender.  Yet,  in  .whatever  maaaer  this  es- 
cape has  been  effected,  we  cannot  but  be  eztremely  ooneemed  tki^ 
it  has  interrupted,  at  least  for  some  timoi  our  endeavors  to  have  the 
law  of  nations  duly  asserted. 

The  subsequent  measures  which  we  have  adopted,  will,  we  doubt 
not,  be  considered  as  correspondent  to  our  uniform  proceedings 
through  every  stage  of  this  OtudDess  for  the  attainment  of  a  just 
reparation. 

Perfectly  convinced^  Sir,  of  your  disposition  tocultiyate  the  Amity 
so  happily  subsbting  between  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  these 
States,  we  are  assured  that  a  trudy  friendly  regard  will  be  had  for 

*  See  Col  Reo.,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  121,  Also  see  p.  478,  of  this  VoL 

J  See  ArchWes,  VoL  X.  j.  271-274,  277. 
See  Col  Beo.,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  180. 
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our  TCflolations  and  meumw  upon  this  eztnordinaiy  oootdon,  aad 
that  the  magnanimity  of  yonr  Soverdgn  will  jnstify  the  most  &Tor- 
aUa  conatmotion  upon  our  eflbrta. 

With  great  esteem,  Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON* 

[Letter  Book,  YoL  IL,  p.  112.] 


No.  26.. 

SsaasTABT  ov  CJonquss  to  GoMMiTm  of  the  States,  1784. 

Committee  of  the  States* 

Jane  4th,  1784. 
On  a  report  of  a  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the 
iwenty«eighth  of  Hi^f  from  the  Supreme  Exeouti^  Council  of  Piuiii- 
■ylvania,  and  on  motion  of  the  Delegates  of  the  State,  Resolved, 
nie  Supreme  Bxeeutive  Gonoeil  be  aequainted  that  Congress  having 
been  notified  by  the  Minister  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  of  the 
violation  of  the  law  ef  Nations  eommitted  by  a  subject  of  his  said 
Majesty  in  assaulting  Mr.  Be  Marbois,  Consul  (General  and  Secre- 
tary to  the  said  L^ti<m,  have  judged  it  proper  to  re<|uest  the 
Enoutives  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  to  issue  then:  procla- 
mations dfering  a  Reward  to  any  person  who  shall  disoover  the 
offisoder,  so  tiiat  he  might  be  apprehended  and  brought  to  condign 
punishment.  That  by  the  Proceedings  which  have  already  been 
forwarded  to  them,  the  President  and  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
B^^lvania  will  find  that  the  measores  pursued  by  them  perfectly  ooin- 
mAe  with  these  recommended  by  Congress.  Hist  the  Exertions  of 
the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
lyhrania  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  United  States,  to  pieser^ 
the  public  Repose,  and  to  assert  the  Law  of  Nations,  meet  the  full 
i^I^obatiott  of  the  Committee  of  the  States,  aad  that  it  is  with 
migular  pleasure  they  receive  this  fresh  instance  of  the  entire  Regard 
of  the  President  and  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  foi  thn 
BqpmasntatiyiBS  ef  the  sovereignty  of  thi$  Union. 

CHA.  THOMSON, 

Secretary. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  2tJ9.] 


*  See  Vol.  X.,  p.  277. 
t  See  page  472. 
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No.  27..  ".; 

Judges  or  Supbeios  Court  to  Preb.  Dickinson— LoKa- 
OHAMPS;  1784. 

Jodnes  of  SapTeme  Oonrt,  to  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson, 
Esq.,  President. 

Beading,  June  7tb,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Ezcellencyjs  letter  of  25th, 
Hay,*  on  the  8d  instant,  at  Sunbnry,  and  yonr  letter  of  the  20th 
on  the  day  following,  and  this  day  we  received  yonr  letter  of  the 
second  instantf  at  ihia  place }  that  of  the  22d  of  May  did  not  come 
to  hand. 

Inclosed  herewith,  yon  will  receive  onr  present  opinion,  respecting 
the  demand  of  his  Excellency  the  Minister  plenipotentiary  of 
France,  of  the  person  of  de  Longchamps.  We  wish,  it  conid  have 
been  such,  as  would  have  met  his  wishes,  but  we  flatter  ourselves  he 
will  have  confidence  in  the  Justice  of  the  State,  when  he  reflects, 
that  its  principal  officers  have  a  most  cordial  attachment  to  his 
nation  and  a  very  particular  Regard  for  himself  and  Mr.  De  Mar- 
•bois,  we  have  issued  a  precept  for  holding  a  Oottrt  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  at  PhUaddphia  on  the  24th  instant,  it  was  originallv  re- 
turnable on  the  twenty  eight,  but  aneeable  to  vour  desire^  we  have 
•made  it  returnable  on  the  shortest  day  practicable. 
-  Among  a  variety  of  other  Prisoners  at  Sunbury,  forty-five  persons 
were  indicted  for  a  riot,  assault  and  false  imprisoament  of  divers  In- 
habitants formerly  of  Connecticut,  and  five  officers  of  the  Oarrison 
at  Wyoming  for  a  Rescue.  We  wish  most  sincerely,  there  was  no 
cause  of  censure  of  the  officers  there,  both  dvil  and  military.  Eveiy 
thing  has  been  done  by  us  for  preserving  the  public  Tranquility  ih 
that  county  that  we  could  think  of,  and  we  are  induced  to  believe, 
-ihat  the  measures  pursued  will  answer  the  Ends  designed. 

It  was  concluded  to  be  ^unnecessary  to  send  an  Express  from 
Sunbury  through  this  Borough  to  Philadelphia,  as  we  set  off  for 
this  Plac^  on  Saturday,  and  arrived  here  early  this  morning.  The 
Bearer  of  our  dispatches  is  to  be  paid  Three  pbttnds,  seven  shillings 
and  six  penfee  for  the  Journey,  Council  will  be  pleased  to  order  pay« 
uent  of  that  sum,  and  some  addition  If  he  should  be  detained  by 
ihem. 

We  rest  assured  that  the  Couacil  will  be  pleased,  to  Join  with 
your  Excelleboy  in  Inaking  allowances  for  our  absence  from  Books, 
our  divided  attention  occasioned  by  other  public  Business,  and  onr 
situation  in  every  respect.  There  have  been  several  prosecutions  in 
Euglaod  for  Infractions  of  the  law  of  Nations,  which  in  some  degree 

*  Bee  page  467.  f  See  page  478. 
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9mi  the  tdfcoaet  of  this  kiftd  are  oMiM^rsd  aa  done'  agftlnBt 
the  SM6  where  tbej  wera  aomiftitled,  and  we  do  not  find  that  anjr 
eeipkinfc  was  made  to  hia  Sorereign  by  the  Co\m%  de  Ooarehj, 
Awihaawideg  frem  Rmoo  to  tho  Bntiah  Covrt,  on  aeoonnt  of  hii^ 
befaiir  indicted  in  1764  for  a  oonspiraoj  to*  tako  i^ay  the  life  of 
the  Oh«taIier  IV  Son^ — ^The  prosedntion  ended  by  a.  nolle  prosequi 
Mitand  by  the  Attorney  General  after  a  eolenin  Argument 

We  beg  you  will  make  our  best  oompliments  to  the  Honorabkf 
the  Coundf^  and  that  yon  will  believe  ua  to.  be,  with  a  most  sincere 
attaohment. 

Your  Bxoellency  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
THOMAS  MoKEAN, 
WILUL  ATLEB, 
JACOB  RUSH. 
P.  S.  Be  80  kind  as  to  forward  the  precept  to  the  Sheriff. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  189.] 


No.  28. 


Case* 

The  Honorable  Praneb  Barbe  do  Marbois  Gbnenl  Oeneial  of 
nrnnee,  and  Seoretary  to  the  Embasqr  from  that  Kingdom  to  the 
United  States  of  America  was  assaulted  and  stricken  with  a  cane  in 
a  poblie  street  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  by  a  Freaohman  calling 
himself  and  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Chevalier  Charles  Jnlien  de 
Loogchamps,  of  whieh  Mr.  Marbois  on  the  Nineteenth  May  last 
■ade  oath^  before  a  nuunstrate  and  also  required  the  surety  of  the 
Pieaoe.  The' honorable  Jndge  Bryan  thereupon  issned  his  preeepi 
on  the  iwenty  first  and  caurn  the  said  Longehamp  to  be  arrested, 
tnd  on  1h#  twenty  eeooad  took  his  Beeogniianeey  himself  In  a 
thowaand  Ponads,  with  two  suffieient  eureties  in  five  hundred 
Posnds  each,  to  appear  and  anawer  for  said  offenee  at  the  ttesi 
OoQit  of  0>iar  ft  Terminer,  and  .to  keep  the  Peace  fto.,  in  the  mean* 
time,  and  thw  issued  a  supercedeas  to  all  warrants  touching  the 
nremiaes.  '  On  the  19th  May,  His  Ezcellenqy  the  Chevalier  .de  la 
Luemey  Minister  of  France  formally  requested  in  writing  hia 
Excellency  John  Dickinson  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  that  the 
ftforesaid  Longchamps  be  seiaed  and  delivered  ufi  to  him  to  be  sent 
to  France,  as  a  person  who  wears  the  uniform  of  a  French  Begi- 
ment  and  calls  himself  a  French  Officer.  He  has  resided  in  Phila- 
delphia about  eight  months  and  has  been  some  time  manied  to  a 
young  woman  who  owns  some  Houses  there. 


*  See  page,  462,  471. 
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4Mi        psmsTUfAsax.  AiBttomyj»  Jtnfc 

,  Hereoppn  tb^  Supreme  Ji^eo&th^  C)9p«»il  oi  tt#  8ttitd:«e  ]?«Mik 

B^Ivai^ia  prppoae  \he  two  foUowiDg  queetioiis  W  ^6  JvfigN  tkereof*  i 

Is^y  Wbeih^r,  under  all  tbo  C.irottmstati^ea.of  tbis  U»o  dulfMMb 

Couqeilcan  legally,  aeize  t)ie  ofifendef  and'  iwpri^ffa  tim^'UU'.UA. 

t^ial':or  for  a  abocter  period  1 

:  2d,  Wbetber,  lender  all  tbe  circiiiQstaDces  of  this  oifid.tbdyroaft 
legally  deliver  him  to  the  miDiater  of  Fcanise^  afiOQidrog.ila.theclaint 
B(n4e  by  him. 

,        .      AnBwer  of  the  JodgiB.  '   -^ 

We  have  ooDsidered  the  qnestioDs  above  proposed,  as  ftilly  as  our 
utnation  at  Sunbury  on  the  Circuit  (being  coDstanlly  interrupted 
with  other  basiness,  and  without  Books)  and  the  Expedition  ex- 
pected from  us  will  permit,  and  are  at  present  of  opinion. 

1st,  That  Council  e^not  by  the  Laws  of  this  State  detain  him 
in  prison  till  his  Trial,  or  for  a  shorter  period,'  after  he  has  b^n 
bailed  on  a  habeas  corpus,  whether  he  be  considered  as  a  citizen  of 
the  State  or  an  alien  only,  friendly  aliens  9we  a  local  and  tem- 
porary allegiance  to  the  commonwealth,  and  in  Itetum  are  entitled 
to  the  protection  and  Benefit  of  the  Laws. 

2dly,  That  they  cannot  legally  deliver  him  np  to  the  minister  of 
France  according  to  the  claim  made  by  him.  Mr.  de  Marbois  is  a 
public  character  of  great  importance  and  entitled  to  a  great  Respect 
Dut  he  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  a  public  minister,  representing  the 

Krson  of  his  Sovereign  (a  Pro  Rex,;  and  if  he  were,  we  know  of  no 
staqe^  nithin  the  preiseaC century,  where  an  offeader. like  Che 
psesentj.was  seiil  lo  the  Country  of  the  publio  miniaterifor  pviniah^ 
me&t.  The  Caar  Peter  did  not  demand  the .  pentona  who  arrested 
hia.amlMUBaador,  to  be  delivered  up  to«hhn-^and  the  Ghevalfec 
ly  £oQ,  a  Frenchman,  waa  tried  and  pttnished  in- England  £or.  i 
aoandcJoQs  and  infauona  Libel  apod  the  Count  de  Gnenehy,  Bcn» 
baaeadov  from  Fraaoe  at  the  Britirii  Oonrt  ia  1764.  The  Pra^tMS 
of  nations  appears  to  na  to  bean  appeal  to  the  Jostioe  of  the  Coontr^ 
where  insults  and  Injoriea  have  been  offered  to  the  publio  miniBtora 
of  all  Ranks.  ^  There  is  no  doubt  but  the  Consular  power  ihaj 
^tend  to  oases  of  this  kind,  between  sufagecta  of  tbd  aaodi  Sovegaigii 
by  a  pi^rtieiilar  convetition  or  Treaty,  hut  we  have  notiieard  biamj 
saah  petireon.His  moat  ofaiisdan  majesty  and  the  Uirfted  SCatea. 

THO.  McSEA^.' 
WILM.  ATLEB, 
JACOB  Busa 

.    [Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  190.] 
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Off  JB&MCB  TO'.italraNl  DUgPliOllnrTimfldPAMW^ 

1784.  ....  iv  /  :., 

'To.BnBx0dl6ri(^th6Pniid6iik:  1  i   .. 

akvv.. ...  .  ..  ^. ■  .M.-  •  /  •  .:      •  •. ..      .  /  .     ; 

The  GheTftlier  d'AnmoiiTS,  GMml-  of  Hb  Uo^y/to  tiiaSt#ta»  of 
Mar^lapd  airf  V)i|pBia;  U  amTf4  .lN»re  M  mj.  Siq^nt^  jtAiifoeive 
tbe  ohfirgpfi  and  depoej Moos  ftgi^ipat  .Cbarle3  JuUeD  ^iOi^hanips.  He 
will  alao  Aour  tbe  prUo^er  io  .na^  defeooe,  «iv^  commomcate  to  bim 
tbe  Cbartf6^  Dfod^Vt  Dig&indt  blni;  ib  order  tbat  he  may  make  his  ob- 
jeotioDs^  if  be  has  jiny^  |  (dbsire/jpa  will  ht  do(  obliging  as  to  ffive 
directions  for  the  admission  of  tbe  Chevalier  d'  Anmours  at  tbe  Qaol 
where  the  prisoner  is  detained: 

Will  yon  be  so  kind,  Sir,  as. to ^nm  to  me  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  Congress,  with  ibe  proclamation  of  that  Assembl j| 
di^  ?Pib  of Mtijl  Tyhen )f r.  ifi  MafboiscommaDieated^em,  t^f 
shorlness'  of  the  tipie  Hi  np\  aUow  b^m  to.  l^avp  an  j  Cop j  taken ; 
they  are  now  essential  to  us. 

Wtlh^gMftiriiies^tjBir,    '.:.•:•..'     ••    i:  •  In.'l 
yoor  very  hamble  a^4'9^-  Mryt., 
;    . :  .    :.      ]fB  OHSVALIER  DB  LA  LUZERNfi. 

[Letter  Bpok,  Vol.  f .,  p,,  19f ,  .  t  -'.;•: » 

..''.".•].:         ...  ,  •  .;    '  '.J  :.    -ii.  .'> 

'  *  ■  ■  .       '.""-i  JNo..$o,  ',.,.      , .:;  ',.'  •,.' ;! 

Hqiisxeb  of  'PaJiSCX  icI^oeqidbnt  iDlOKINSQJd^toiiagaUfMk 

;  ;  .  .     '    17.84,     • .       .'.;,,;■         :, !. 

To  E^3E;;opllency,  thOfPpeipideut*  ,  ,     ., /|' 

'Pbiladelpbin^  JutfeH  W84;   r 
Blr,         '•  .    .      -.     .-.       •.•...  ••-/;•       .lA 

BeiB^Teady  to  leave  this  OotitinMit,  I  mwt  reuiild  jotnr  Bim^ 
kneyol  my  (omet  Recfuisitloiis,  relating  to  the  crimes' eettmitteir 
by  Longchamps.  You  have  declared  to  we  in  several  ^^n^gv  aid 
by  woM  of  iDotttb,  ft'firm  Resolntion  to  give  a'-salssfiiotieii  prepor- 
tmaUe  (o  tbe  gr^tneas  of  the  oii^ce  agaiMt  the^  Law  of  IImioii^ 
I  entirely  depend  and  expect  that  whilst  this  satisfaction  is  In  tli6 
pewef  of  the  State,!  ibe  Deoesssry  m^asnf^s  will  be  tahen  to  preserve 
tbe  Union  and  good  Understanding-beiween-tbe  Kingiand  the  Unii«il 
States.    The  Congress  have  made  known  their  Intentions  on  this 
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IN  VSmSTLyAXtUL  11BHTV1B  JSML 

■abjeety  md  I  will  hasten,  at  my  aiiival  in  Franoe,  to  annomMe  to 
my  Goart  that  it  ia  not  to  be  doubted  bat  the  Commonwealth  of 
J^aafttiylvania  wilt  ahew  tile  aame  Reapeoi  for  Jnatioe  and'tke  Lawa 
of  Nations. 

In  the  persoasion  that  Longchamps  would  be  given  up  to  my  dis- 
iMMal,  I  caused  pfoeeedings  to  be  begun  aoooiding  to  the  Consulary 
Forms.  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  copies  of  the  prooess  oom- 
pared  and  eertfied  if  me,  and  to  ||ive  you  notioe  that  several  Wit- 
nesses who  have  deposed  in  this  raformatiqn,  leave  this  city  awl 
eotti^  on  the  twentieth  o^  this  mottth. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  respectful  attaohment  Sir, 
your  EzoeUenc/s  most  bumble  ft  obedient  servant, 
LE  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 
[Letter  Book^  ToL  L,  p.  I9&] 


No.  81. 


Pbxsidxnt  Dickinson    to  thx    Judgxs  of   tbA  Swbxmm 
Court.— LoKaoHAifPSj  1784. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Judges  til  the  Bvpmae  Qttttl. 

In  Coirndl. 

Philadelphia,  June  26, 1784. 
Qentlemen, 

Being  informed  by  the  Attorney  Qeneral  that  the  offences  of 
Charles  Julien  Longchamps  in  violation  of  the  Lsw  of  Nations  are 
ascertuned  and  verified  by  the  verdict  of  a  Jury,  we  think  it  our 
indispensable  duty  to  the  Commonwealth,  in  this  stape  of  the  buai- 
ness,  again  to  address  yon  on  this  very  important  affiur. 

We  now  inclose  a  letter  of  the  nineteenth  of  May  from  the  late 
Minister  of  Prance,  requiring  the  offender  to  be  sent  to  that  king* 
dom.*  This  demand  has  been  frequently  and  earnestly  repeated. 
The  Case  is  fully  stated  in  that  letter,  and  we  understand  that  the 
Truth  of  the  material  circumstances  so  stated  has  been  established 
np0ki  the  Trial.  The  Law  of  Nations  making  part  of  our  Common 
Law,  and  we  extremely  desirous  that  ample  reparation  should  be 
made  for  the  lute  eutnges  oemmitted  within  this  State,  it  wUi  be 
Heoeesavy,  before  any  other  step  is  token,  to  consider  what  the  Law 
of  Nations  requires  in  similar  eaaes. 

This  affiur  much  coneerns  Ae  honor  and  weljEu»  of  the  Uwted 
States  in  geneml  and  of  this  State  in  particular,  tuki  wtU  be  eaa* 
vassed. 

We  therein  wish  that  yon,  Qentlemen,  would  be  pleased  to  take 
into  matore  consideration,  and  in  the  moat  aolsmn  manner  to  iktec^ 
*8eepage462. 
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MEHNBTLTARU  AttOfimtt  1784 

wAt^WbiAf  windier  CNiiries  !riilhHi  liMigeliftmpg  etti  be  legftll^ 
Uiwed  Qf^byOoQiMil  aeooidiig  to  the  ekdrn  made  by  the  hte 
Ifinkterof  J^nmoe. 

Seoandlj,  If  be- oABOt  be  tbvs  delWeied  vp,  wbedrar  bia  efleneiii 
m  TielMion  of  tbe  lam  «f  Nslioiw  beiog  now  aBeertahied  end  Teii- 
isd  noodidnig  to  tbe  lawi  of  tbis  Oooimonweeltb,  be  oogbt  not  be 
ittpcu»ned  untii  bis  Meet  (%iietia&  Mejeely  ebell  deohre  tbat  tbe 
Be|Mntion  is  mliefbotevy.  Tbhdly,  11  be  een  be  thns  knpriionedl 
vb^ite  anyjBgel  ittt  ^  be  done  by  C#aneU  for  eenebg  him  to  ^ 
io  ■Bpnooned. 

I  Mi  witb  the  gmteit  Eeteem,  Oeildemett, 

you  moot  obed.  end  meet  bnmbie  eenrent, 

JOHN  DIGKINBON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  114.]  , 


IITo.  82. 


''  Case  Btatedy  on  wbioh  tbe  opinioi\  of  tbe  Judges  is  requested  by 
bn  Ezoeileney  tbe  President^  &  tbe  Honotable  Supreme  Exeoutive 
Coaaeil  ef  PennsylTenie. 

<'  Gfatt^lee  JttKen  de  Longebamps/  on  the  17th  May,  1784^  unlaw? 
hRj  and'ineelendy  threatened  afnd  menao^  bodily  harm' and  Tiolenod 
to  the  person  of  the  Honourable  Fr^nois  Barbe  de  Harbois,  Seere- 
fny  to  the  Legation  firomr  France,  and  Otmsul  Oeneral  of  France  to 
the  United  Stotes  of  Ameifea^fn  the  mansion  Hofose  of  the  Minister 
PleoipotenUaiy  of  France;  and  on  the  19th  day  of  the  same 
month  committed  an  assault  and  BatterTi  in  a  public  street  in  Phila- 
delphia,  upon  the  said  Francis;  For  both  which  ofFenoes  he  was 
arrested,  imprisoned,  indicted  by  the  <3rand  Jury,  tried  ft  convicted 
by  the  petty  Jury  in  a  Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  and  Oeneral  Gku)l 
deliyery,  held  by  tbe  Jndgee  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl- 
Tanin  at  Philadelphia,  for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  following.  Upon  the  trud  it 
appeared  in  evidence  that  the  defendant  was  a  jB*renohman,  bad 
arrived  in  the  State  of  Pennsa.  between  seven  k  eisht  months 
before  the  outrage;  had  married,  and  on  the  18th  oay  of  May 
hath  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  Commonwealth,  that 
he  had  borne  a  Commissiou  of  Sub-Lieutenant  of  Horse  in  the 
Army  of  France,  and  had  got  the  order  of  Chevalier  St.  Philip  in  a 
principalHy  In  Germany,  and  that  the  offences  for  which  he  was  in- 
dicted were  committed  without  the  least  provocation.  When  the 
Defendant  was  first  apprehended  and  put  in  prison,  tbe  Minister  of 


Prance,  in  a  memorial,  dated  the  19th  day  of  May,  and  presented  to 
bis  Bxoellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  &  Commander  in 

■  *     ■    ^  the  aforesaid  ex- 
nsi  and  demanded 
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Chief  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  complained  of  the  aforesaid  ex- 
and  outrage  as  a  violation  of  the  Law  of  NationS|  and  demanded 


m  yBSNSTWAJlU  AKCBllIISHM. 


jyiajedty,  to  be  deliyered  up  to  him,  to  be  sent  to-AtBdB|  of  mhoA 
ii^JMg^  t^n  •«».  tb<  oiieuit  w^  inubadMtoly  iifdrmea  :bj  Sz- 
^^4  .  Aft^r^tlie  ¥ei>aiot,  finding  the.  defendftot  giliUy  of  boUi.iU 
fofbuoea  whereof  be  wasohafged,  e^od  heSoUi  >  tbe  -  day  fisad  hj  Ihi 
jr^dgeafor.  paaiog  aentanoe,  WillbMi  &r9dla^i,  Jutt^  Saanin^ibft* 
torn^  G^ei;al|.  infom^d  :  the .  Praaidant .  and  Safvaiae  / JutaoBfi^ 
ippu^qU^f  the  aitpati<>ii.of  iha.  biiatoyt  ia  iDpart»  whoAwiiafti 
T]£.y  the  26th  day  of  June,  wrote  to  the  Judges,  remLading  IImh  of 
the  aforesaid  demand  rof  the  >Miiuater  of  Franee,.  ft  Acqnaii^g  them 
that  the  said  demapda  had.  baeu  fitaqtieiitlyravd  .earaeatly  repeated, 
an^tbat  t(iey  wepreiuforaied  by  the  Attorney  General  that  the  truth 
of  the  material  circumatapcesistated  by  the  Minia^er  had  been  eatab- 
lished  on  the  Trial.  The  Council'  therefore  wished  that  the  Judges 
would  be  pleased  to  take  into  mature  consideration,  and  in  the  moat 
solemn  manner  to  determine. 

First,  Whether  Charles  Julien  ^  Longohampa  oan  be  legally 
delivered  up  by  Council,  according  to  the  claim  made  by  the  late 
Jilimster  of  France  ?  i ..  ,    <  •   .! 

/  S^ccm^y.  If  he  cannot  be  jb^ua  deliyered  np^  .wheihar  his  (idBinoivi 
in  violation  of  the  Law  of  ligations  beinjg  no wa^eaf  tailed  .a|id  vairiSed 
apcerjding  to  theX^a  of  ;^.Coininonwef(Uh,  he 'O^yght  .«^t  to 'be 
^ix^prisoned.  until  hia  moet.,Chjciatiaa  Migeatiy  ahaU.  d4olai;e(tbi^!t)i9 
E^paration  is  satisfactory  ?  ,     -  .»     .   i.j 

^iThirdly.  If  Jie  can  be  thus  impri^pned^ivh^ther  any  }eg|l  aat.'Ca^ 
Ihe done bjCpuncil  for  pansijQ^lum.io  b^.so imprisooed.?;, .  ...  \     .t 


•  ..•       ....         .     :  ..No.  88..  ^   ..      .       ,;    '  *..: 

•  !.......'.  .  .  ♦.  •■        .•   ..        :   .;.        '   •'  i 

•    AnBWIR  Or'tHX  JXIDiai&  I'i* 

'  ^lo  compliance  with  the  request  of  his  Gzoellency  the  president 
&  Irtie  Honotirable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  we^  postponed 
ll^adsing  sentence  iipon  Charles  Julien  de  Longcbamps  until  we  had 
maturely  considered  the  three  Questions  above  .proposed  for  bur  der 
termination.  On  ttie  tenth  and  twelfth  ^a'ys  bf,Julyy  the  8eyer4 
questions  were  argued  before  the  Court  by  bve  doupsel^  two  fof  tbf 
affiruikitive  and  three  on  the  negative  side.  We  have  ^ept  the 
inatter  under  advisement  until  ih\»  day,  and  i^ow  deliver  oor.Qpinioa 
thereon,   , 

1.  Atid  to  the  first  question,  we ;  answer.  That  it  is  our  opiniov 
that  in  this  ca9^  Charles  Julien  de  liongcoampp,  cannot  be  legally 
delivered  up  by  Council  aocordioc  to  the  claim  made  by  the  Minister 
of  Franco.  Though  we  think  that  cases  may  occur  where  .Coundf 
<K)uldj  prp  bono  publioO|  and  to  pevent  atrocious  oJSiende^^idjjad^ 
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finiiAm^vi^  Miwr  lli^m  «r  to  ijkB  Juitifl^  of  ibe  OAuvtiy  .to  ivUob 
Aej  b^i<Hig9  or  nbem  Ike  offefie^a.wore  copuniHod. .      '  ^ 

i,  tm4im^U^.^vi0^  i>^iikAiete^  in  ibe  awiM  eowitrj  vhertt  lbs 
eriminalB  were  tried  and  oonyicted,  nnleae  tke  Beeeifl  of  Ihe  atlmdet 
WmnQifid'Hiio  tbo  SnpMne'Conil^  whidh  rnn^  imard  tfseoBtktt'm 
dMooAtf  wbtrailsitsi  tk#jraakOf«be  tnoh  aatba  hmjippp9'mfy:ftrpf 
mribc;  -^Mwhen  noiaiated  or  fixed  judfiQidiii  is  direofatd  aoeodUiigia 
the  kff^l  dutttUtm  of  the  Conrty  but  jodgmentay  aM  ha  oeitnin  anA 
it^U  in*  atl  r^i^^Mi  Xfa«i\9forep:  we  ooneloda  that  the  de^dlkni 
eannot  be  mpnM^iv^d  MtiL  bia  moat.CihiaatiaQ  Majeatj  ahall'dealifm 
that  the  .rei^aratiqn  .ia  aatiaiaotoiy. 

8.  Xbe.aaewer  tO'tbi^  lajit  Queatiom  ia  xondMed  nwMoeaMrjr  I4I 
the  ^d)OV«  ^ofwer  to.tbe  aeoQnd  one^  » 

THOMAS  MoKSAM.'C 
.      .        ,  (JUBORGB  BRTAJr:  [  '' 

Pbilade^bia,  Cfctoler  the  sixlb,  1784.         "  :..;.'    \  .., 

I  was  not  present  at  tbe  argument  respecting  the  above  qaestloaai 
but  consideriDg  (he'questions  as  stated^  coxMsur  with  nogr  Brethren,)[i^ 
opinion.  ,1 

WII4LUM  AILEB,  .; 

:     [Leit0rSo6k|Tol.  II^pw27&.]     .  \  -•' 


S^KTSNOv  or  LoNOcpAMVfij  1784... 

.■'■••...•.      .»•'.•...,••.        ■.  '  •* 

The  followiii2  Paper]  w^fi  presented  ip  pomiei).  by  tbe  HMorabk 

Tbe'Obief  Jusuce.      ^   •  .     .   ,  » 

In  Court  of  O^er  and  terminer,  and  Oeneral  Chaoi  deliyeir  a* 

Pbili^de^phia,  Oct.  17,..1784.  i         .   , 


Indietaient  fbr  an  Iiifraotioiii  -^ 
of  the  I^wa  of  Nations  and 'for  ait 
AaaanltdE  Batter^. 


Comtqoweaftb  of  Pentsylvania," 

Ghevimcir  Charles  Julfeb  de 
Longi^hamps. 

Sent^nee  Qf  the  Conzt  deliveied  bj  Chief  Jnatioe  UoKean; .  ^^ 
Sir/..;  •.■..- 

Ton  bavp  been  indicted  for  nalatwfuUy  and  violendj  threaAnlagjaod 
me^acin^  bedlj.haria  aod  violence  to  the  pefaon  of  tbo'hQnoiable 
Francis  Barbe  de  MarboiS)  Secretary  to  tbe  LegatioA  froaa  Eranoe 
and  Consul  General  of  France  to  the  United  Stales  of  Ameriea^ift 
the  mansion  JBLoa«^  of  the  Jtfinister  PJenipotentiavy  of  Fraiioe;  and 
foran  assaoU  and  UUtery  iH^mmitted  v^on  the.  said  SaQieta|9<apA 
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CoomI  in  II  paUio  street  in  the  Oitf .  '  To  thii  Itfdlstnietil  yoti  lj«t«r 
pleaded  that  you  wete  not  guilty,  and  for  Trial  pnt  yottraelf  ujka 
the  Chrao4ry;  an  nnbiaflsed  Jury,  npen  a  faSr  Trial  aftd  otoar  evi* 
denoei  have  found  yen  gniltj. 

i  Th«M  offBnoBS  hiiving  been  thus  legally  aseeHadn^  *nd  flxedf 
vpoii  yon,  Hie  Bzoellency  the  PMaident,  *nd  the  Hon«raMe  th^ 
Snprenie  BxeentiTe  Gounoily  attentive  to  the  Honor  Md  Int^eet  of 
the  State  were  pleased  to  infonn  the  Judgee  of  tiiie  Oonrt^  as  they 
had  fre«Bently  done  befora,  tiiat  the  minieter  of  Fracee  had  eanieetlf 
iQipeatedademinid  that  yon^  having  appeaved  in  hio  bonse  in  ihe^ 
nniform  of  a  French  Begiment,  and  haTingoalled  yonrsrif  an  offleetf 
id  tho  Troopa  of  hie  Majesty,  shoold  be  delivered  np  to  him  for 
these  outrages  as  a  Frenchman  to  be  sent  to  Fimneo;  and  wishod  v0 
in  this  dlBgo  of  your  preaecution,  to  take  into  mature  eonsiderationi 
ana  in  the  most  soleum  manner  to  determine. 

Itkj  Whether  you  could  be  legally  delivered  up  byOoun«l^ao- 
cording  to  the  claim  made  by  the  lat6  ministgr  of  France  f 

2nd,  If  you  could  not  be  thus  legally  deliver^  up  whether  your 
offences  in  violation  of  the  law  of  Nations  being  now  ascertained  and 
Verified  according  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  you  ought  not 
to  be  imprisoned^  until  his  most  christian  majesty  shall  dedaje,  tha^ 
the  Reparation  is  satisfactory. 

And  Sdly.  If  yon  can  be  thus  imptiseiied,  whether  any  knl  Act 
oan  be  done  by  Council,  for  causing  you  to  be  so  imprisoned  f 

To  these  Questions  we  have  dven  the  following  answers  in  writing. 

*^  In  compliance  with  the  Kequest  of  his  Exoellency  the  Preai- 
^  dent,  and  the  honorable  the  SuprcQie  Executive  Oouncil,  we  posi- 
^'poned  passing  sentence  upon  Oharles  Julien  do  Longohampa 
'^  until  we  had  maturely  considered  the  three  questions  above  pro- 
<'  posed  for  ourleterminafibn,  on  the  10  A  and  12th  days  of  July, 
» the  several  questions  were  argued  before  the  Court  by  five  CounseJy 
^'two  ior  the  affirmative  and  three  on  the  netfative  side,  we  hayi^ 
<<kept  the  matter  under  advisement  until  this  dayi  and  now  deliver 
^o«r  opinion  thereupon/* 

1st,  <'  And  as  to  the  first  Question^  we  answer.  That  it  is  our 
<^  opinion,  that  in  this  case  Charles  Jdien  de  Longehainps  cannot  b^ 
**  tegidly  delivered  by  Council,  according  to  the  claim  made  by  the 
f^  minister  of  Franoe.  Tho^  we  think  oases  may  occur  where 
'<  Council  oould  pro  bono  publico,  and  to  prevent  atrocious  offendera 
<^  evading  punishmenti  deliver  them  up  to  the  Justice  of  the  Country 
^  to  whioh  they  belong  or  wherei  the  ofiences  were  committed/' 

2dly  *^  Punishments  must  be  inflicted  in  the  same  pounty,  where 
<^  the  Criminals  were  tried  and  eonvii^ted,  unless  the  Record  of  the 
^attainter  be  removed  into  the  supreme  Court,  whioh  may  award 
^<  Bxecmioo  in  the  County  where  it  sits  f  they  must  be  such  as  the 
^  laws  expressly  prescribe,  or  where  no  stated  or  fixed  Judgement 
M is  directed,  according  to  the  legal  discretion  o£  die  court;  but 
jK.|ii4gmeBts  must  be  eertais  and  definito.in  all  respeets,  thersfor6 
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'^  we  eoodiido  thai  tba  d#&iida«t  oamiofc  be  ivfifiMied  wsd&l'  hu 
<'  moBt  duristian  majeitj  shall  deolara  thai  the  Bepteie&tntioii  is 
"  satisfaotorj.'^ 

.  8dly,  <<  The  answer  to  the  last  question  is  re&deied  nnneossssry 
'^  by  the  above  answer  to  the  seoond  ene«'' 

Philadelphia,  October  6, 1784^ 
The  foregoing  answers  having  been  given^  it  only  remains  for  the 
.Conrt  to  pronounce  sentence  upon  yon.  This  sentence  must  be 
governed  by  a  due  consideration  of  the  enormity  and  daDgerous 
tendency  of  the  offences  yon  have  committed|  of  the  wilfulness,  de- 
fiberation  and  malice  where  with  they  were  done,  of  the  quality  and  de- 
gree of  the  offended  and  offender,  the  provocation  given,  and  all  other 
circumstances  which  may  any  way  aggravate  or  extenuate  the  guilty. 
The  first  crime  in  the  indictment  is  an  infraction  of  the  Laws  of 
nations.  This  Law  in  its  full  extent  is  part  of  the  Law  of  this 
^tate,  and  is  to  be  collected  from  the  practice  of  the  different  Natio|is 
and  the  authority  of  writers. 

ThQ  pei^on  of  a  public  minister  is  sacred  &  inviolable,  who  ever 
offers  any  violence  to  him,  not  only  affronts  the  Sovereign  he  repre- 
sents, but  also  hurts  the  common  safety  and  well  being  of  nations; 
he  is  guilty  of  a  crime  ^.gainst  the  whole  world. 

All  the  reasons  which  establish  the  Independency  and  inviola- 
bility of  a  minister,  apply  likewise  to  secure  the  immunities  of  his 
House,  It  is  to  be  defended  from  all  outrage ;  it  is  under  a  peculiar 
protection  of  the  laws ;  to  invade  its  freedom  is  a  crime  against  the 
state  and  all  other  nations. 

The  comites  of  a  minister  or  those  of  his  Train  partake  also  of  his 
inviolability.  The  independency  of  a  minister  extends  to  all  his 
household,  these  are  so  connected  with  him  that  they  enjoy  his 
priveleges  and  follow  his  Fate. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Embassy  has  his  Commission  from  the 
Sovereign  himself;  ho  is  the  most  distinguished  character  in  the 
suite  of  a  public  minister,  and  is  in  some  instances  considered,  as  a 
kind  of  a  public  minister  himself.  Is  it  not  then  an  extraordinary 
insult  to  use  threats  of  bodily  harm  to  his  person  in  the  domicil 
of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  ?  -  If  this  is  tolerated,  his  Freedom  of 
Conduct  is  taken  away,  the  Business  of  his  Sovereign  cannot  be 
transacted,  and  his  dignity  and  Grandeur  will  be  tarnished. 

You  then  have  been  gnilty  of  an.  atrociona  violation  of -the  Law  of 
Nations,  you  have  grossly  insulted  Qentlemeq,  the  peculiar,  objects 
of  this  law  *,  Oentlemen  of  amiable  characters,  and  highly  esteemed 
by  the  Government  of  this  State  ip  a  most  wanton  and  unprovoked 
manner ;  and  it  is  become  the  Interest  as  well  as  the  duty  of  Qo^tMr 
ment  to  animadvevt  npoq;  yeur  eonduet^  whh  a  bedomung  sevelity, 
Bueh  ft  /Mverityjaa  m^;  tend  to  reform  yourself^  to  dete?  Others  jfrofls 
the  commission  of  the  like  Crime,  porefierve  the  honor  of  the  Skatb 
and  maintain  Peace  with  our  great  and  Qoodally,  and  the  whole  world. 
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4M        tmmrLVAmk  Attofitvss  rt64. 

A'  KMn^  «fiiikai  hn  been  etiteiMiied  ooto^miiig  tie  eotkAMtf  ot 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Bol€  and  the  Court  of  Kingfs  B^neh  m  Boglafid'^ 
in  the  noted  case  of  the  Russian  Ambassador.  They  detains  the 
'<A&toa  «f ter  eeavidtioti  in  prison  ftom  tertn  to  term  until  the  Onur 
Peter  was  sadsfied  without  e^r  prooeeding  to  Judgment;  and  from 
this  it  has  been  ix^erred  thai  the  court  doubted  whether  th^y  could 
inflict  any  punisbment  for  an  Infraction  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  But 
this  was  not  the  Beason.  The  Court  never  doubted  that  the  Law  <Kf 
Nations  formed  a  part  of  the  Law  of  England,  and  that  a  violation  of 
this  General  Law  could  be  punished  by  them.  But  no  punishment  less 
that  death  would  have  been  thought  by  the  Czar  an  adequate  rep»> 
ration  for  the  Arrest  of  his  Ambassador.  This  Puniehment  they 
could  not  inflict,  and  such  a  sentence  as  they  could  have  given,  B^ 
/might  have  thought  a  fresh  insult ;  another  expedient  was  therefore 
tallen  upon. 

However,  the  Princes  of  the  TVorld  at  this  day  are  more  enlight- 
ened, and  do  not  require  impracticable  or  unreasonable  Beparationa 
for  injuries  of  this  kind. 

The  second  offence  charged  in  the  indictment  name^^  the  AssanU 
&  Battery,  needs  no  observations. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Court,  after  a  most  attentive  conaidenitioA 
of  every  circnmstfince  in  this  case^  do  award  and  direct  me  to  pro- 
nounce the  following  sentence : 

That  you  pay  a  Fine  of  one  hundred  French  crowns  to  the  Com- 
mon wealth,  that  you  be  imprisoned  until  the  fourth  day  of  July, 
1786,  which  will  make  a  little  more  than  two  years  imprisonment 
ia  the  whole ;  that  you  then  give  good  security  to  keep  the  peace 
and  be  of  good  behaviour  to  all  public  Ministers,  Secretaries  to 
Embassies,  and  Counsuls,  as  well  as  to  all  the  liege  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  the  space  of  seven  years  by  entering  into  a  Becognisance, 
yourself  in  one  thousand  Pound,  and  two  sureties  in  five  hundred 
pounds  each ;  that  you  pay  the  costs  of  this  Proseeutioxi,  and  remain 
committed  until  this  sentence  is  complied  with.^ 

[Letter  Book,  Vol  L|  p.  259-262.] 


No.  85. 
HoNS.  Ds  Habboib  to  Pkebidkmt  D1GKIK8ON,  1784. 

To  His  Excellenoyj  John  Dickinsoni  Esq^.,  President 

Philadelphia,  29th  December,  1784.   ' 

A  sailor,  a  deseriei^  fhmi  the  ship  Venus,  which  is  under  French 
eolors,  and  the  papers  whereof  are  deposited  in  the  Consular  Office, 
has  oomplatned  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  some  ill  treatment  which 

*  See  VoL  X,  p.  860. 
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ha  says  he  has  received  from  the  mate  of  the  yessel,  ai  ooDstahle  was 
ordered  to  arrest  the  Officer,  and  i&  fkot  did  hrin^*him  before  Mr. 
Isaac  Howelly  a  Jastioe  of  the  Peace.  That  magistrate  demanded 
dT  hm  security  to  appear  and  answer  the  charges,  bnt  as  it  is 
probable  that  Mr.  Howell  is  not  informed  that  the  vessel  b  under 
rrench  colors,  I  beg  joor.  ]S;coelleney  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint 
hill  with  this  enoumstsnce,  that  he  may  discharge  Mr.  Antoiae 
Etnnno  from  his  arrest,  and  as  to  the  difficulty  between  this  oticet" 
mkd  U»  SBolsr,  I  shall  take  coflnisabce  of  it,  either  cause  juirtiee  to 
ka  doiie:lo  ikta  ssilav  if  he  has  been  ill  ttsed|  or  to  have  him  punished 
as  m  deseiler,  if  he  should  denive  it 
I  am,,  with  respect,  Sir, 
your  EseslMQoVsBio.  obedient  A  mo.'hum1r  servant, 

DK  MAEB018.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  286.] 


MiflOELLANIOnS. 

No.  1. 
Council  to  Ezkkiix  Bobins,  1782. 

In  Oouncil, 

Phihdelphia,  Nov.  29, 1782. 
Air, 

The  Oouncil  propose  to  send  to  your  city,  by  permission  of  Sit 
Ouv  OsrHon,  if  such  permission  sbsll  be  obtained,  a  small  sloop  with 
200  barrels  of  Flour  and  100  Bushels  of  Potatoes,  for  the  relief  of 
Ciiitens  of  this  State  who  are  among  the  marine  prisoners  at  New 
Tork.  A  part  of  the  flour  it  is  proposed  shall  be  sold,  and  the  pro- 
duce thereof'  applied  in  pvrebasfng  clothing  for  those  who  stand  in 
need  of  them,  and  necessaries  for  the  sick,  on  board  the  Hospital 
Ship.  The  remainder  of  the  flour  and  the  potatoes  to  be  distributed 
in  weekly  allowance  as  the  necessity  of  the  ease  may  require.  Upon 
inquiring  for  a  suitable  person  to  whose  care  this  business  may 
nfel^  be  committed,  you  have  been  mentioned  as  a  eentleman  whose 
humanity  would  induce  you  to  conduct  it,  a  reasonaole  compensation 
being  allowed  for  your  trouble.  We  therefore  apply  to  you  to  know 
if  you  wiU  undertake  it,  and  xequesft  yon  will  please  let  ua  Jiave  your 
answer  by  the  return  of  the  iPlag  by  which  this  shall  be  sent. 
I  am  with  due  Regard, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

TIMOTHY  MATLACK, 
Directed,  Secretary. 

To  Mr.  Eiekiel  Bobins,*  New  Tork. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  8.] 

•  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XIY.,  p.  291. 

t  Bee  his  reply  in  Vol.  IX.»  pp.  076,  677,  766»  and  VoL  X.,  pp.  20,  218. 
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im  PBNNSTLTANIA  ABCHITIB  1782. 

No.  2. 

^  Presidxnt  Diokinson  to  Genxral  Wabhingtok,  1782. 

In  Coancil, 

Phikcbui  November  29^  17«2. 
Sir, 

,  >  A  memorial  from  Citusonfl  of  Pennsylvania,  wlio  an  among  At 
•Marine  Prisoners  at  N^w  Yoric,  has  been  laid  before  tins  board, 
representing  their  distresses  are  very  great,  arising  from  .the  want  of 
a  proper  supply  of  food,  as  well  as  of  Oiothlng ;  another  eaiae  being 
laid  before  the  OeHeral  Assembly, asum  of  money  hasbeen  appro- 
priated to  the  purpose  of  supplying  their  wants,  including  those  who 
are  on  board  the  Hospital  Ship.  - 

This  the  Council  have  agreed  to  lay  out  in  200  barrels  of  flour, 
and  one  hundred  bushels  of  potatoes,  and  to  send  them  to  New  Fork 
on  board  the  sloop  Cohanzey,  burthen  about  thirty  Tons,  navigated  bj 
four  men,  and  commanded  by  John  Kemp.  They  propose  to  sell  a  part 
of  the  flour  there,  and  with  the  produce  to  purchase  clothing  for  the 
prisoners  who  may  be  in  want,  and  necessaries  for  the  sick ;  the  re- 
mainder of  the  flour  and  the  potatoes  to  be  distributed  among  them 
in  weekly  allowances.  In  order  to  effect  this  we  solicit  your  Excel- 
lency's interest  with  Sir  Guy  Carlton  to  obtain  a  passport  for  that 
vessel.  The  advanced  season  of  the  year  will  not  admit  of  any  dolayt 
.and  the  object  is  become  so  interesting  to  humanity  as  to  induoe  oa 
to  make  this  request  as  being  the  most  likely  to  be  successful. 

It  is  proposed  to  commit  this  little  cargo  to  the  care  of  Eaekid 
Bobins,  of  New  York,  to  whom  we  beg  you  will  please  to  order  tha 
inclosed  letter  to  be  forwarded. 

Your  Excellency's  well  known  benevolenoe  will  apologise  for  tho 
trouble  we  give  you  in  this  business. 
I  havO  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  most  perfect  esteem  &  regard, 

^your  Excellency's  most  obed.  humble  servt., 
JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Dirtctedj 
His'Exoelldnoy,  Ooneral  Washington. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  U.,  p.  4.] 
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FINNSILYANIA.  ABGHIVBS  1788.^  ttT 

No.  8* 

Instbxjcxions  to  Captain  John  Kkmp,  1782.  ^ 

In  Counoil, 

Philftdelphw,  Deo.  27, 1782. 
Sir, 

As  soon  88  yon  Lave  received  on  Board  Two  bnndred  Barrels  of 
Flonr  and  one  Hundred  Bushels  of  Potatoes,  yon  are  to  proceed 
immediately  to  the  city  of  New  York  as  a  flag,  under  the  protection 
of  the  passes  enclosed  herewith.  The  one  from  Bear  Admiral 
Digby,  the  other  from  this  board.  Tou  are  not  to  permit  any  other 
person  to  go  to  New  York  on  board  the  sloop  under  your  command 
except  the  four  seamen  expressed  in  the  permit,  and  on  your  arrival 
there  vou  are,  through  the  officers  of  the  Guard  Ship,  to  report 
yourself  to  Admiral  Digby. 

The  inclosed  letter,  with  your  cargo,  inolndinff  the  dunnage,  you 
are  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Bsekiel  Bobbins,  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
taking  his  receipt  for  the  same,  ft  immediately  return  to  this  city. 
But  should  any  accident  have  happened  which  shall  prevent  Mr. 
Boblnnff  reoeivinc  your  cargo,  in  such  case  you  are  to  mauire  for 
some  other  suitable  person,  and  in  like  manner  deliver  the  cargo* 
into  his  care,  together  with  the  instmotions  directed  to  Mr.  Bobbins, 
for  his  directions  in  the  disposal  of  it.  You  are  in  all  respects  ta 
oondnct  yourself  according  to  the  Laws  &  usages  of  nations  resp<eol«- 
ing  flags. 

I  am,  with  due  regard  &  esteem, 

your  most  obed.  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Dxrededf 
To  Captain  John  Eempi  commanding  the  schooner  Cohansey. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  11.] 


No.  4. 

PaESlDENT  DiO&INSON  TO  GOYXBNOR  HaBBISON,   1783. 

Philadelphia,  March,  2Tth,  1788.     ' 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  22d  Instant,  the' 
General  Assembly  of  this*  Commonwealth  approved  &  confirmed  the 
line  lat^y  run  by  Messrs.  Nevill  &  McGlean,  as  the  boundaries  be- 

*  Bee  Tot  IX.,  pp.  674,  677,  766;  Vol.  X.,  p.  218 ;   CoL  Reo.,  VoL  XIH. 
pp.  447,  468-9. 


Digitized  by 


(google 


OS  FBNNSTLVAITIA  ABOHIVBS  1788^ 

tween  ibis  State  and  that  of  Yirguiiay  until  the  final  aettlement 
thereof  be  obtained. 

I  ani|  with  very  great  esteem.  Sir, 

your  most  obed.  humble  servant, 
DirecUdy  JOHN  DICKINSON. 

His  Bzeellenoyt  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Virginia. 
[Letter  Book,  Tol.  II.,  p.  24.] 


No.  6. 

Sso'r  Abmstbonq  to  Comm's  of  Taxis,  1783. 

Circular, 

Philadelphia;  Hay  SOOi,  1788. 
Qentlemen, 

I  have  the  direetions  of  Connoil  to  repeat  their  wishes  and  eom- 
smnds,  that  every  possible  exertion  be  made  in  the  aoileetbn  of 

gnblio  Taxes,  lliis  objeot,  always  important  to  the  peace,  honor  ft 
appiness  of  the  state,  has  become  donbly  so  by  the  appreaohing 
dissolution  of  the  Army,  some  immediate  supply  must  be  given  to 
those  brave  deserving  men,  who  have  contributed  eight  years 
military  services  to  the  defence  of  their  country,  fw  to  send  them 
abroad  into  the  state  needy  k  dissatisfied  may  be  as  dangerous  as  it 
would  oertainly  be  unjust  and  dishonorable. 

Foreign  debts  have  also  been  contracted  upon  the  credit  of  the 
depending  Taxes,  should  they  not  be  discharged  with  punctuality, 
our  National  character  will  be  ruined  for  ever,  and  the  United 
States  will  become  a  proverb  of  weakness  and  dishonesty.  But  to 
motives  of  virtue,  gratitude  &  patriotism  I  must  also  add  the  obliga- 
tions of  Law,  which  can  neither  be  evaded  nor  opposed.  So  sensibly 
are  Council  affected  by  these  considerations  that  should  not  the 
arrears  due  upon  the  class  and  effective  supply  Taxes  be  immediately 
discharged,  they  will  feel  themselves  constrained  to  adopt  a  more 
decisive  line  of  conduct,  and  exert  those  powers,  with  which  they 
are  invested  by  law.  I  have  it  also  in  command  to  express  the  con- 
fidence of  Council  in  your  personal  diligence  &  their  hopes  that 
influenced  by  a  love  of  Justice  k  fideKty  the  good  People  of  your 
County  will  discharge  their  arrears  and  remove  the  necessity  of  an 
alternative  as  disagreeable  to  Council  as  it  would  be  ruinous  to 
them. 

I  am,  Qent^U;  with  much  respect, 

Tr.  very  humb.  servLi 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jb. 
Seey 
Circulsr  Letter  to  the  Commissionen  of  Taxes  of  the  several 
Counties.    Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  80. 
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No.  6. 
Pbi8.  DiOKiNsoir  TO  Got.  Habbibon^  1783. 

Id  Goanoil,  July  8d,  1788.  ' 

SlTy 

The  Letter  with  whioh  yoar  BxoelleDcy  has  honored  ne/  hM 
been  oonsidered  in  Conncil.  We  have  not  any  knowledge  of  Facta 
that  afford  the  least  foundation  !br  the  complaints  that  have  been 
made,  it  having  always  beeni  and  now  is  the  intention  of  this 
government  to  adhere  to  the  engagements  made  with  your  state. 
If  particular  instances  had  been  mentioned  in  the  complaints,  in- 

Siry  might  have  been  institnted  oonoeminff  the  observation  of  the 
nditions  assented  to  on  both  sides,  but  the  memorialists  seem  to 
have  made  their  charges  in  vague  and  ^neral  expressions.  As  the 
Honor  of  Pennsylvania  requires  the  stnctest  attention  to  the  oblisa- 
tions  of  public  Faith,  we  shall  lake  such  measures  as  shall  be 
judged  moel  proper  to  demonstrate  the  purify  of  our  intentions  and 
the  rectitude  of  our  proceedings.  Permit  us  to  add  ihat  we  hope 
your  Ezoellenoy  will  believe  (he  complaints  give  no  favorable 
evidanoe  of  the  regularity  of  their  temper  or  conduct,  by  making 
their  application  in  the  manner  they  have  done  rather  than  to  the 
state. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  esteem,  and  the 

sincerest  regaid,  Tour 

Most  obed.  humb.  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directedf 
To  His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.,  Gk>v.  of  Yiig^a. 
[Utter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  44.] 


No.  7. 

Pbss.  Diokinbon  to  Gov.  Harbison,  1783. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  20th  Septem.^  1783. 
Sr, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  resolution  of  the  General  - 
Assembly  of  the  28th  of  last  month,!  and  an  appointment  of  Com- 

♦  See  Vol.  X.,  pp.  56,  72.  f  See  Vol  X.,  p.  96, 
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miflsioDen  on  onr  part,*  so  that  I  hope  the  business  of  running  the 
Line  will  be  oompteated  as  soon  as  the  nature  of  it  will  permit. 
I  am,  with  the  aineerest  esteem^ 

Your  Exoellenoy's  most 

obed't  humb.  servt.i 

JOHN  DICKINSON, 

His  Ezoellenoj,  Groyemor  Harrison. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  51.] 


No.  8. 

8E0*y  Aemsteonq  to  M.  Huffwaglb,  1783. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  25  September,  1783. 
Sir, 

The  preservation  of  the  Timberf  upon  the  reserved  tract  opposite 
to  Pittsburgh,  has  now  become  a  very  important  ohjeot  to  the  state, 
I  have  now  the  directions  of  Council  therefore  to  express  their 
wishes  that  such  precautions  for  its  future  security  be  immediately 
taken,  as  you  will  think  best  calculated  to  answer  the  purpose.  I 
enclose  a  line  to  General  Irvine  upon  this  subject — requesting  such 
military  assistance  as  it  may  be  proper  or  convenient  to  give. 

Your  letter  of  the  18th  July,  16th  August  &  7th  of  September, 
have  all  been  received.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  add,  that  the  mode 
in  which  you  have  conducted  the  late  inquiry,  meets  the  entire  ap- 
probation of  Council. 

I  am,  Sir,  youiLmo.  obed.  servt.. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONa,  Jr. 
Sec'y. 
Directed^ 
MichaelHuffnagle^  Esq. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  53.] 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  685. 

t  See  ArehiveB,  Vol.  X.,  p.  115, 140,  141.  , 
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No.  9. 

Sio't  A&ustbono  to  General  Ibvine,  17^' 

Seovetu/s  offioe,  September  25, 1788.  ' 
Dear  General, 

By  a  letter  to  M.  Haffoagle  which  acoompanies  this,  you  will  see 
how  much  it  is  the  object  of  Gotmcil  to  preserre  the  Timber  npoo 
the  reseryed  Tract  opposite  to  Pittsburgh,  from  abase  and  destructioii. 
Though  CouDoil  are  perfectly  assured  of  your  support  upon  this  and 
every  other  occasion,  jet  as  they  cannot  so  entirely  confide  in  the 
person  who  may  be  appointed  to  succeed  jou ;  it  is  their  wish  that 
the  instructions  you  leave  for  the  government  of  the  post  may  be 
somewhat  directed  to  this  object,  and  that  while  yon  oontinue  per* 
sonally  to  command  it,  all  necessary  aid  may  be  given  to  the  exe- 
cution of  M.  Hnffnagle's  trust. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  much  respect^ 

your  obed.  humb.  aenrt., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jb. 
Sec'y. 
JHreUedy 
General  Irvine,  at  Fort  Pitt. 

[Letter  Booky  Vol.  II.,  p.  58.] 


No.  10. 

Pbcsident  Dickinson  to  Govsrnob  Habbison,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  4th  Peb'y,  1784. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  23d  of  last  July  has  been  received  and  communis 
eated  to  the  General  Assembly.  Mr.  John  Campbell  has  lately 
pieaented  a  memorial  to  us,  desiring  to  have  his  and  Colonel  Charles 
Simson's  right  completed  in  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  entries,  of 
which  copies  are  now  inclosed.  Being  sincerely  desirous  inviolably 
to  observe  the  agreement  between  Virginia  and  this  Commonwealth, 
We  have  this  day  applied  by  message  to  the  General  Assembly, 
Keommending  a  confirmation  of  the  agreement  by  law  ft  the  estab- 
hshment  of  powers  fbr  carrying  the  same  with  good  fidth  into  exe- 
cution. That  this  business  may  be  properly  oondueted,  we  beg  leave 
to  rely  upon  the  Government  of  Virginia  for  Transcripts  of  the  laws 
relative  to  the  subject,  and  for  certificates  respecting  the  authenticity 
of  the  documents  produced  by  Mr.  Campbell  It  may  be  of  use  to 
Vol.  XL— 22 
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persons  having  similar  claims  if  jour  State  would  be  pleased  to  fur- 
nish us  with  authentioated  copies  of  all  the  proceedings  in  public 
offices  upon  which  thej  are  founded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

yow  Szodlenc/s  most  obedt 

&  humble  servant, 

JOHN  W0KIN8ON. 
Directed, 
To  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  68.] 


No.  11. 

Ftesiomr  DiOKiRfloir  n>  Colonel  Andrew  Pobtbb,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  20th  April,  1784. 
Sir, 

By  the  inclosed  Act  of  Oouncil  you  will  perceive  your  appoint- 
ment as  Commissary  to  attend  the  Commissioners  for  running  the 
Boundary  Lines  between  this  State  and  Virginia,  and  the  nature  of 
the  duty  entrusted  to  your  care. 

Council  are  persuaded  that  it  will  be  conducted  by  you  with  all 
possible  attention  &  oeoonomy.  If  the  Commissioners  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  any  of  the  Waggons  or  Horses  can  be  spared  without 
detriment  to  their  operations,  you  will  be  pleased,  with  their  approba- 
tion and  consent,  to  dispose  of  them  to  the  most  advantage. 

Should  unforeseen  exigencies  happen  that  may  render  any  ezpence 
necessary  which  has  not  been  mentioned,  you  will  please  to  comply 
with  the  directions  of  the  Commissioners,  so  that  the  very  important 
lousiness  committed  to  them  may  be  perfectly  accomplished. 

A  list  of  the  articles  to  be  purchased  before  you  set  out,  is  en- 
elosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  t  sincere  esteem, 

your  mo.  obed.  &  humb.  servt, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  86.] 
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No.  12. 
IsffmatiQMM  TO  GoaiMisflxoiNma  voe  Mimmi  watt,  thx 

INDIANS;  1784. 

To  theCommiasioQers  for  meeting  the  Indians  and  purchasing  lands. 

PhUadelphia,  20th  April,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

From  the  Besolntion  of  the  Honorable,  the  General  Assembly,  of 
the  twenty  fifth  of  September,*  and  from  an  act  of  twenty-third  of 
Vebmaryf  copies  of  which  are  inclosed,  you  will  so  fully  understand 
the  nature  of  the  business  committed  to  your  management,  that  it 
will  be  unnecessary  for  us  to  say  much  upon  the  subject. 

In  executing  the  Trust  delegated  to  you,  it  win  be  proper  that 
your  proceedings  should  correspond  with  the  intentions  of  Congress 
and  the  measures  to  be  pursued  by  their  Commissioners,  so  that  the 
object  aimed  at  by  this  Commonwealth  may  be  attained,  and  a  just 
xemd  for  the  foederal  councils  be  at  the  same  time  observed. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  take  notice  that  by  the  Act  passed  the  last 
Sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  ^^for  opening  the  Land  Office," 
&0.,  it  is  enacted  that  all  persons  possessed  of  old  Rights,  unsatisfied 
Warrants,  or  other  grants  from  the  late  proprietaries,  be  &  they  are 
hereby  confined,  [confirmed  7]  incorporating  the  same  to  the  lands 
already  purchased  from  the  Indians,  and  in  order  to  prevent  disputes 
touching  the  same,  it  is  hereby  enjoined  on  the  Comn^issioners  a^ 
pointed  for  making  a  further  purchase,  that  they  ascertain  in  tfaeb 
negociations  with  the  Indians,  with  the  greatest  possible  precision^ 
the  line  between  the  lands  already  purchased  and  those  that  shall  be 
by  them  purchased.''  In  complying  with  these  directions  of  the 
Act,  it  appears  to  ns  that  besides  the  names  of  places  mentioned  in 
the  description  of  the  line,  the  particular  spot  aesignated  by  those 
names  should  be  very  accurately  ascertained,  wherever  a  question 
could  otherwise  arise,  what  were  the  places  really  intended. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  sincere  and  great  esteem,  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedient  &  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  88.] 

♦  See  Vol.  X.,  p.  111. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  40. 
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No.  18. 

Fbbi.  IhorarflON  to  DBLEaAns  nr  GoircaiaM,  1784. 

To  tlie  Honorable  Delegates  of  PennsjlTania  in  Congress. 

In  Gonneili 

Philadelphia,  April  27, 1784. 
Oentlemeni 

Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  paper  delivered  to  ns  bj  Col.  JohnstoOy 
who  reqtiested  that  we  woald  coDfirm  the  appointment  of  Major 
Bdwen  and  Captain  Beatty.'*' 

It  appeared  to  ns  to  have  been  the  meaning  of  Congress  in  their 
act  of  the  third  of  last  Novemberi  that  the  Bxecative  power  of 
each  State  should  direct  in  what  manner  certificates  shonld  be  dift- 
tribnted  and  deposited  and  therefore  we  did  not  choose  in  proceed- 
ing upon  that  act,  to  confirm  a  substitution  of  persons  in  place  of 
Begimental  Agents. 

However  we  are  perfectly  convinced  that  from  the  dispersed 
situation  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  an*  appointment  of  Regimental 
Agents  for  the  Pennsylvania  Line  is  impracticable ;  and  that  it  is 
necessary  some  other  mode  should  be  established  by  Congress; 
several  circumstances  require  that  this  regulation  should  be  made 
as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  conversed  with  the  pay-master 
General  upon  this  subject,  and  he  approves  of  the  appointment  of 
Uaior  Bowen  and  Captain  Beatty. 

We  therefore  desire  you,  Gentlemen  will  be  pleased  without  loss 
of  time  to  obtain  an  act  of  Congress,  coDfirmiog  the  before-men- 
tioned appointment,  or  authorizing  some  other  person  to  receive  the 
certificates  belonging  to  the  officers  and  soldiery  of  our  line  from  the 
pay-master  General  and  that  it  may  be  transmitted  to  us  by  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

With  the  greatest  Esteem, 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  mo. 

obed.  and  humb.  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  90.] 

*  See  Vol  X.,  pp.  487,.  696,  604,  606. 
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'   No.  14. 
BhiIOAtss  in  Gomobbsb  to  FftiapBNT  Pxckhmon,  1784. 
To  His  Excellenoj;  John  Kckinaoiii  Esq. 

AniMipolbj  6ik  Haj,  17M. 
Sir, 

In  compliance  with  the  Desire  of  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Ez- 
eeative  Council,  eommnnioated  to  ns  by  yonr  Ezoellency^s  letter  of 
fte  twenty  seventh  nltimo,  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  tiM  in- 
elosed  BesolntionS;  confirming  the  appointment  of  Major  Bowen  and 
Captain  Beatty  to  act  as  Agents  for  the  late  Pennsylvania  line. 
With  great  Respect, 

we  have  the  honor  to  be 

yonr  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  hamble  servants, 

THOMAS  MIPFLIN. 
JOHN  MONTGOMBRT, 
EDWARD  HAND. 
[Letter  Book,  Yol.  L,  p.  164.] 


No.  15. 

Robert  Mobbis  to  President  ow  State,  1784. 

Circular, 

Office  of  Finance/26th  May,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  just  now  received  from  Joseph  Pennell  Esq.,  Gommis- 
noner  for  adjusting  the  Accoants  of  the  Marine  Depirtment  a 
Letter  of  the  twenty-fifth  from  which  an  Extract  is  enclosed.  The 
matter  there  mentioned  will  doubtless  have  a  like  operation  on  the 
conduct  of  other  Commissioners  of  Accounts,  and  it  therefore  be- 
eomes  my  Duty  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  several  states  that 
thoBc  who  have  complied  with  the  Recommendation  of  Congress, 
may  have  reason  to  approve  of  such  compliance  and  that  those  who 
kave  omitted  may  be  thus  early  apprised  of  those  necessary  con- 
Bequences  which  they  might  otherwise  complain  of  as  partial 
Preferences. 

With  perfect  Respect, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  Ezoellenc/s 

Most  obedient  k 

Humble  Servant, 
Krecied,  ROB.  MORRIS.* 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pensilvania. 
*  From  the  originaL 
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Mb.  16. 

'MvBLkcp  0»  A  Lsrant  mom  Joseps  VmnxKL^  omaaxft  90 
ABoyx,  1784. 

Ez1v«Q[fc  of  ft-L^Mffr  flron  Joseph  Pennell,  Esq'r,  Comm'r,  for  ae- 
ooonts  of  the  Marine  Department^  dated  25th  Maj^  1784. 

I  eaimot  learn  that  the  States  generally  haye  complied  with  tha 
Becovimiendatioi^  of  Coogreaa  of  27th  Febvaary,  1782^  to  iii^wcv 
Ae  CkHABuasionere  for  the  Departipente  to  reoover  "  from  iDdiriduAla* 
<<  Debts  due  and  Effects  belongipg  to  the  United  States.''  It  will 
be  answering  but  part  of  the  purpose  of  my  ap{M>intment  to  ga  into 
those  States  who  have  not  complied  with  the  laid  fiecommendatioa 
because  I  shall  there  be  called  upon  by  the  Creditors  without  having  it 
in  my  power  to  bring  the  Debtors  in  this  Department  to  account, 
and  I  think  there  is  a  Prefiorence  due  in  the.  Settlement  of  accounta 
to  the  Citittos  of  those  Statesi  who  have  complied  with  the  Beoom- 
mendatioQ  qf  Congress* 


No.  17. 

Saubs  Of  Lots,  (pabt  of  the  Barraok  Gbound.)  Junx  5. 

1784. 


Lot  marked  B. 

Michael  BillraeyeT;  £206 

1.  John  Leiberty  160 

2.  Ohristitn  Wurt«,  150 
8.  Jacob  Bhreader^  150 

4.  William  Sutton,  150 

5.  Paul  Stunnsels  8c  \   ^ -rv 
Engelhart  Minzer    /-    ^ 

6.  The  Same,  150 

7.  John  Growl,  160 

8.  William  Quiss,  150 

9.  The  Same,  155 

10.  OhristopherBaucfa;      145 

11.  The  Same,  150 

12.  David  Sbeffer Jr..  150 
18.  The  Same,  150 

14.  John  Keen,  145 

15.  John  Keen,  145 

16.  William  Will,  165 


82.  Jos.&Sam'lShober,  £85 

88.  The  Same/  -  65 

B.  Joseph  Donaldson,  170 

73.  JohnKunkcl,  105 

22.  Thomas  Bryan,  75 

23.  Abraham  Sheridan,  76 

24.  John  Keen,  60 

25.  Christopher  Bauoh|  70 

26.  The  Same,  75 

27.  William  Guiss,  77 

28.  Christian  Wurtz,  82 

29.  Col.  Attee,  70 

30.  Col.  Atlee,  70 
81.  Col.  Atlee,  70 
42.  Michael  HilUgas,  75 


10 
10 


3820 
M.  HILLEGAS, 
TENCH  FRANCISL 
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No.  18. 
P&Sa  BlOKINSON  90  Gov.  HARBiTflOF,  1784. 

To  Sb  EzoeBenoyi  Oot.  HarrisoD. 

In  Goonoil^ 

Philad'a,  Septem.  15, 1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  had  the  Honor  of  reoeiving  yonr  letter  of  the  Twenty- 
dgbth  of  August,*  with  the  inclosnres  for  which  we  are  much 
obliged  and  hope  that  your  Excellency  will  be  so  good  as  to  forward 
to  ns  transcripts  of  the  other  entries  mentioned  in  your  letter. 

It  will  be  also  necessary,  that  we  should  have  copies  of  the  Laws 
of  your  State  relative  to  the  subject,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to 
detennine  the  merits  of  the  cases  upon  which  applioations  ana  made 
to  this  State  and  the  items  upon  which  such  claims  ought  to  be 
ooBfirmed. 

I  am,  with  yery  great  esteem, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  seryant, 

JOHN  DIOKINSONt 


No.  19. 


GoMMTSfllOMBRS  OF  InPIAN  PI3B0HA8B   TO  PnCS.   DlOKTNSON — 

Eru,  1784- 

We  the  subscribers  OommissionerB  appointed  by  the  Honorable 
liie  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  purchasing  of  the  Indians  the  Territory  within  the  - 
ttbowledgod  lapnits  of  the  same  state  which  hath  not  heretofore 
iMea  purchased,  do  hereby  promise  and  engage  as  part  of  the  ooa* 
sdendbn  of  the  same  purchase,  which  is  now  accomplished,  to  de** 
filer  to  the  six  nations,  or  such  person  or  persons,  as  they  may 
appoint,  and  who  shall  as  a  voucher  bring  with  him  or  them,  tioB 
otir  obligation,  Goods  wares  or  merchandize  of  such  aswrtment  ai 
As  Indiaiia  shall  now  direct,  to  the  aBM>unt  of  one  thousand  DoUata 

*  Bes  Vol.  X..  p.  602,  for  this  Letter.-^In  Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  %Sl^ 
U\,  263^266,  is  tbe  list  of  entries  made  with  the  Coiaixiissioners  under  Act 
of  Virgiaio,  May,  1779,  in  detail.    Also  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  200. 

t  See  reply  to  this  letter,  Vol.  X.,  p.  608,  and  additional  list  in  Letter  B., 
!•>  p.  206  '  266. 
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at  the  PdniuylvftDia  Line  near  Tioga,  on  the  first  day  of  Ootober, 
anno  Domini  1784. 

Witness  present,  SAML.  J.  ATLEE, 

WILLIAM  MACLAT. 
FRANCIS  JOHNSTON, 

Copy  taken  from  and  Compared  with  the  original. 

G.  EVANS,  Secy, 


No.  20. 

PUROHABB  OF  INDIAN  LANDS,  1784. 

To  all  people  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  oome.  The  Honorablo 
Samnel  John  Atlee,  Esquire,  William  Maelay,  and  Francis 
Johnston,  commissioners,  duly  appointed  by  the  Honorable,  The 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  &c.,  send 
Greeting,  Whereas,  the  six  nations,  to  wit.  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas, 
Onandagoes,  Cayugas,  Senecas  and  Tuscaroras,  have  this  day  sold  to 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  all  that  part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
heretofor  ennpurchased,  Beginning  at  the  South  side  of  the  River 
Ohio,  where  the  western  Boundary  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
crosses  the  said  Eiver  near  Shingas  Old  Town  at  the  month  of 
Beaver  Creek,  and  thence  by  a  due  north  line  to  the  End  of  the 
forty  second,  and  beginning  of  the  forty  third  degrees  of  North  Lati- 
tude, thence  by  a  due  l^t  line  separating  -the  forty  seoond  and 
forty  third  degrees  of  North  Latitude,  to  the  East  side  of  the  Bast 
Branch  of  the  River  Susquehanna,  thence  by  the  Bounds  of  the 
late  purchase  made  at  Fort  Stanwix  the  fifth  day  of  November  anno 
Domini  one  thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Sixty-Eight  as  follows^ 
down  the  said  Bast  Branch  of  Susquehanna  on  the  East  side  thereof 
till  it  comes  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  a  creek  called  by  the  Indians 
Owandae  and  across  the  River,  and  up  the  said  creek  on  the  south 
side  thereof  and  along  the  range  of  Hills  called  Burnet's  Hills  by  the 

English  and  by  the  Indians ,  on  the  north  side  of  them  to  the  head 

of  a  creek  which  runs  into  the  West  Branch  of  the  Snsquehanna 
which  creek  is  by  the  Indians  called  Tyadaghton,  but  by  the  Peon- 
sylvanians.  Pine  Creek,  and  down  the  said  creek  on  the  south  side 
thereof,  to  the  said  West  Branch  of  Susquehanna,  then  Crossing  the 
said  River,  and  running  up  the  same,  on  the  south  side  thereof  the 
several  courses,  thereof  to  the  Forks  of  the  same  River  which  lie  nearest 
to  a  plaoe  on  the  River  Ohio,  called  Kittanning  and  from  the  Forks  by 
a  straight^  line  to  Kittanning  aforesaid,  and  then  down  the  said 
River  Ohio  by  the  several  Courses  thereof,  to  where  the  Western 
Bounds  of  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania  crosses  tho  same  River  at 
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the  place  of  beginning.  Now  know  ;e,  that  notwithatandins  the 
sale  aforesaidy  That  it  ii  not  to  bo  understood  that  the  Baid  Six 
Nations  are  by  the  aame  sale  excluded  from  the  privelcge  of  banting 
on  the  Baid  lands  now  sold,  but  that  on  the  contrar}'  the  Liberty  of 
hunting  on  the  said  unimproved  Lands  is  expressly  reserved  to  them*. 
In  Testimony  whereef|  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  uid  seals  at 
Fort  Stanwix  the  twenty  third  day  of  October,  1784. 

Witness  present,  SAML.  J.  ATLEE, 

WM.  MACLAT, 
FRANCIS  JOHNSTON. 

Oopy  taken  from  and  compared  with  the  ori^nalj  excepting  the  . 
courses  referred  to  which  were  inserted. 

GRIFFTH  EVANS,  Secy  * 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  321-323.] 


No.  21. 

Obugations  of  the  Commissioners  to  Indians,  1784. 

We  the  svbseribera.  Commissioners  appointed  to  purchase  of  the 
Indians  the  late  nnpnrcbased  Territory  within  the  acknowledged 
limits  of  Pennsylvania  do  promise,  to  deliver  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  bo,  to  Cap.  Aaron  Hill  of  the  Mohawk  Tribe,  and  to  Captain 
O'&Je  of  the  Seneca  Tribe  two  good  Rifles  of  neat  workmanship, 
one  for  each  of  them,  the  Rifles  to  be  sent  to  the  new  store  near 
IDfltta,  if  it  should  not  be  convenient  for  the  said  Captain  Aaron  Hill 
or  Captain  O'Bale  to  come  themselves,  the  Rifles  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Bearer  of  this  obligation.  These  Rifles  given  to  them  in  con- 
sideration of  their  services  at  the  late  purchase.  Witness  our  hands 
this  25th  day  of  October,  1784. 

Witness  present,  SAML.  J.  ATLEE, 

G.  Evans,  WM.  MACLAT, 

James  Dean,  FRANCIS  JOHNSTON. 

Copy  taken  from  and  compared  with  the  original. 

O.  EVANS,  Secy. 

*  See  Pennsylyania  Archives,  Vol.  X.,  p.  846. 
22* 
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No,  22. 

COMMISSIONXaS  TO  TRKAT  WITH  ImBIANS  TO  P&ES.  DlCKINSOI^. 

1784. 

To  His  Ezoellexiojj  Jobn  Dickinsoo^  President  in  Gonnml. 
Pittsburg,  December  11,  1784. 
Sir, 

By  the  first  opportunity  we  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Exoel- 
lenoy  and  Ooanoil  of  our  arrival  at  this  place  on  the  6th  instant, 
on  onr  way  to  Cayaboga  where  agreeable  to  appointment  we  met  the 
Continental  Commissioners. — ^These  Gentlemen,  ooneeiving  the 
season  of  the  year,  the  depth  of  the  waters,  and  difficulty  of  tmiB- 
portatiODj  powerful  objections  against  holding  a  Treaty  at  that  place 
— have  sent  Alexander  Lowry  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Boggs  interpreters  to 
the  Indian  Countries  with  a  view  of  inducing  them  to  convene  at 
Fort  Mcintosh.  This  place  in  our  opinion  is  much  more  convenient 
for  our  negociations  than  the  former  and  better  calculated  to 
prevent  Expenses  to  the  State. 

We  have  every  Reason  to  suppose  the  Indians  will  meet  ns  there, 
but  should  they  not,  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Council 
may  be  assured,  we  shall  with  the  utmost  assiduity  proceed  with  the 
eommisaioners  of  Consress  to  such  place  and  at  any  time  they  shall 
appoint,  being  determined  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  our  parts 
to  bring  ouir  negociations  with  the  Western  Indians  to  the  same 
jileasing  Issue,  we  so  happily  effected  with  the  six  eotifederated 
nations.  Your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Council  would  iaaH 
probability  fiicilitate  our  Business  by  inclosing  to  us  th«  proceedings 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  the  Southern  Boundary 
of  the  State,  particularly  if  they  have  with  certainty  fixed  the  South 
west  corner— indeed  this  information  we  expected  to  have  rcoeived 
from  the  commissioners  themselves  but  unfoitonately  as  yet  faavo 
heaid  nothing  of  them. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  very  great  respect, 
your  Exeellency  most  obed. 

&  very  humble  servants, 
SAML.  J.  ATLEB, 
FRANCIS  JOHNSTON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I,  p.  278.] 
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No.  23.         . 
Combc'rs  of  Yirqinia  and  Mahtland  to  F&ss.  Dickinson-— 

iNTEQMAIr  NaVMLUSOH^  1785. 

To  His  Ezoellencj,  Jobo  Dicj^n^oiy  S6<{. 

Virginia,  Mount  Yernop,  Mv.  28, 1785. 
Sir, 

In  pnrsaanoe  of  Instructions  from  the  Legislatures  of  Yirginia 
mnd  Maryland  respeetmlj  to  us  gJTQii  we  beg  lei^ve  to  represent  to 
the  State  of  Pennsjhania  that  it  is  in  contemplation  of  Virginia  & 
Maryland  to  promote  the  clearing  and  extending  the  nayigation  of 
Patowmack  from  Tide-Water  as  far  as  the  same  may  be  foand 
practicable  to  open  a  convenient  Road  from  the  head  ofsnel^naTiga- 
tioD  to  the  Waters  running  into  Ohio  and  to  render  those  waters 
navigable  as  fiir  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper:  that  the  said  works 
will  require  great  Expense  which  will  not  be  re-paid  unless  a 'tea 
mm  beseeor^  lo  the  said  states  and  their  dtiMos,  of  the  waSsrft  of 
tlie  Ohio  and  its  branches  be  seeorcd  so  &r  as  the  saase  lie  witUii 
ike  Hpiits  of  Penasyhrania  that  ne  essential  advantages  will  aeesa4 
ftoBS  Bitok  works  to  a  ooiisiderable  pettion  ai  the  said  state,  iS  U 
tiioogfal  reasonable  that  the  Legislature  thereof  sheoM  by  aotii 
pNPvioas  act  engage  that  for  the  eneoiirageiiieBt  ef  the  said  wetks 
all  artieles  of  produce  or  merchandise  wkioh  auiy  be  oenv^ed  to  ot 
fmn  either  of  the  said  two  states  throngh  either  of  tke  said  Biftani 
witkiQ  the  liaiils  of  Pennsylvania  to  or  from  any  piaee  witbeat  tbe 
said  limits  sball  pass  throogbout  free  from  all  duties  or  tolls  wImI^ 
soever  other  than  such  tolk  as  may  be  established  and  be  Beecssarr  Sw 
NimbnTsing  expenees  incnrred  b^  the  state  or  its  Clsiseas  in'  deai» 
ki^  or  defraying  tke  Expense  of  preserving  the  wavigaliott  of  tlsi 
paid  Rivers;  and  that,  no  article  imported  into  the  state  of  Pen» 
sylvasia  threugh  the  Channel  or  Channels  or  any  part  tlMSeof  to  btf 
opened  as  aforesaid,  and  vended  or  used  witbia  tbe  said  state  riicil 
be  mib|ec^  to  any  doties  or  imposts  otker  than  sack  arlioles  would  be 
snbject  to  if  imported  into  the  said  state  through  any  other  ckaniHi 
wkaisoever* 

We  leqaeBiy  Bity  that  yon  will  take  tke  earliest  oppertQniljr  ci 
hyiog  this  repesensation  in  behalf  of  the  two  states,  beiofe  tke 
Leiislatwre  of  Pennsylvania  and  that  you  will  eommuiieate  tke 
Mstilts  to  tbe  Executives  of  Virginia  &  Maryland.  By  aols  ef  tke 
Legislatures  of  Yirginia  k  Maryland  for  opening  tke  navigation  of 
tke  River  Potownae  above  Tide-water.  The  Citisens  of  tke  United 
States  have  the  same  Eights  of  trading 'tbrengh  the  said  wstor| 
that  the  Citizens  of  Yirginia  and  Maryland  enjoy,  &  we  have  no 
doubt  bat  the  legislature  of  your  state  will  agreeably  to  tkb  frii^ 
dple  give  every  encouragement  to  measures  wkioh  kafe  ftr  their 
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object  the  interest  and  convenienoe  of  their  GitiienB  and  those  of 
the  other  States  in  the  Union. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

Sir,  your  Excellency's 

uoit  obed.  servaats, 
G.  MASON,  I  Comm'rs  for 

ALEX  HENDERSON,  J  Virginia. 
DAN'L  ST.  THOMAS  JENIFER,  ^  p^^„.      . 
T.STONE,  hM    Tr 

SAM'L  CHASE.  j  Maryland 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  381.] 


No.  24. 
Gen* !•  Wm.  Irvinb  to  Gbn*l  Armstrong,  1786. 

Carlisle,  July  18th,  1786. 
Sear  Sir, 

I  have  been  favoured  with  yovr  letter  of  the  7th  iaelant,  and 
Majov  Alezaader  received  one  also  by  the  same  hand  from  Mr^ 
lokina,  in  which  he  informa  him  of  his  nominatioii  to  the  degreoia* 
lion  District  &  promises  to  forward  his  Commissioii  b  inatraetioBB  ia 
a  lew  days— which  have  not  yet  arrived,  and  the  Major  ia  extremely 
aniens  to  {Nrocced,  but  cannot  without  them.  It  wonid  tend  mmA 
to  expedite  eompleatiag  the  donation  business  if  in  the  mean  time 
John  Henderson's  Sarreys  were  rejected  by  Council,  and  Alexander 
appointed  to  lay  off  an  equal  number  in  such  parts  of  the  reeerred 
tracts  for  that  purpose  as  it  can  be  found  without  being  confined  to 
any  particular  district.  If  the  Surreyor  General  has  not  found 
my  letter  in  which  I  complained  of  John  Henderson's  Surreys  as 
improper  to  be  accepted — he  has  had  sufficient  verbal  testimony  aa 
well  from  me  as  sundry  other  penons  to  justify  his  informing 
OouncS  that  the  land  is  not  such  as  the  Assembly  intended  the 
troops  should  get,  c»r  they  could  possibly  think  of  receiving,  par* 
tkularly  aa  he  surveyed  all  bad  and  left  a  large  quantity  St  good 
within  his  district. 

I  flatter  myself  Council  will  without  hesitation  adopt  meamnna 
for  facilitating  tbia  business  soon  by  which  the  troops  may  yet  get 
their  lota  this  fall,  but  if  on  the  contrary  they  are  obliged  to  apply 
again  to  the  Assembly,  (which  I  find  they  are  determined  to  do 
unless  redressed  by  Council,)  another  year  will  be  spent  and  they 
WiU  bc^  to  think  they  are  never  to  receive  them.  If  something 
haa  not  neen  already  done  in  this  affair,  I  earnestly  beg  the  iavor  <n 
your  attention  to  it  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  am^  Dear  Sir,  your  obed.  Servt 
IHrected,  v  WM.  IRVINB-* 

Oen'l  Annitfong. 

'  *  Prom  the  original. 
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No.  25. 

Gen'l  Wm.  Irvinb  to  Pres.  Dickinson — ^Donation  Lands. 

1785. 

To  His  Exceiry,  John  Dickinson,  Esq. 

GarUsle,  Augost  17, 1785. 

You  baye  herewith  transmitted  mj  description  of  the  donatioa- 
tract  of  country,  together  with  a  sketch.  These  will  I  hope  prove 
satiafaetorj  to  yonr  Ezcellenoy  and  the  honorable  the  Goandl,  and 
answer  the  public  purposes  for  which  they  are  designed. 

I  observed  in  a  former  Letter  that  few  of  the  deputy  surveyors, 
attended  on  my  first  going  into  the  country,  these  agreed  to  post- 
p(me  the  Business  till  September.  On  my  return  to  Fort  Pitt  after 
my  Tour,  so  late  as  July  I  found  three  of  the  Gentlemen  preparing 
to  set  out  to  survey.  I  did  not  consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  so 
small  a  number  of  them  aa  it  would  be  spending  the  public  money 
and  my  own  time  to  little  purpose,  besides  the  Law  gives  me  no- 
other  control  over  them  than  to  report  to  the  Surveyor  General  should 
ihey  neglect  or  delay  performing  their  duty.  And  I  find  simdry  of 
them  conceive  they  have  not  only  a  right,  but  are  in  soma  measure 
obliged  to  survey  the  land,  good  or  bad  as  each  of  them  are  instructed 
to  auffvey  a  certain  number  of  lots,  for  instance  260  of  different 
deaeriptions  and  sizes  without  any  regard  to  water,  bottom,  upland 
or  any  of  the  usual  modes  observed  in  laying  of  land.  <'  Several  o{ 
the  districts  has  not  20  lota  of  good  land  in  them,  yet  the  deputiea 
are  each  instructed  to  survey  upwards  of  260,  when  others  contain^ 
perhaps  double  the  quantity  directed." 

Unless  the  Surveyor  General  alters  his  instruotion  materially,  or 
Council,  or  the  Assembly,  take  order  in  the  prembes,  the  whole  end 
designed  will  be  defeated  as  no  man  of  common  understanding  will 
accept  of  pay  for  surveying  such  land. 

I  am  of  opinion  there  is  more  than  sufficient  of  good  land  on  the 
Tract  appropriated  to  answer  the  purpose,  provided  the  Western 
Boundary  Line  of  the  State  strikes  the  west  Branch  of  Beaver 
Creek  as  high  as  is  generally  supposed.  Mr.  McLane  is  of  opinion 
k  vrill  crofls,  at  least,  sixteen  mites  higher  than  where  hia  line  does. 
la  this  case  I  propose  this  alteration  for  the  consideration  of  Gooaeil^ 
that  the  deputies  be  instructed  to  begin  at  the  west  line  of  the  state 
and  survey,  all  the  land  on  the  several  branches  of  Beaver  within 
the  tact,  before  any  other  is  hid  off,  if  thia  should  not  prove  snfli* 
UMki,  then  proceed  to  the  forks  and  upper  branches  of  Tunok  and 
Oil  Creels  for  the  remainder.  This  mode  will,  I  conceive,  be  better 
Cor  the  troops  as  their  settlement,  or  vicinity  to  others,  will  be  move 
eonpaot,  consequently  the  land  more  valuable  and  it  ^ill  certainly 
he  more  advantageooa  to  the  state,  as  whatever  lands  of  value  may 
he  along  the  lUver  and  upper  end  of  the  Tract  will  be  reserved  un« 
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called,  to  dispose  of  as  may  be  judged  most  expedient ;  and  notwith« 
standiDg  the  spots  of  good  Land  are  detached  ;  jet  some  of  them 
are  of  snch  excellent  quality,  and  so  well  sitoated  on  account  of 
Water  Carriage,  easy  communication  with  Lake  Erie,  and  so  well 
calculated  for  stock  farms,  that  the  state  may  be  mnch  benefitted  by; 
reserring  them  for  future  disposal. 

This  mode  will  occasion  an  alteration,  perhaps  with  respect  to  the 
number  of  deputies  as  fewer  than  the  present  number  appointed 
would  execute  this  mode  best,  and  four  or  five  would  doubtless  per- 
fbrm  the  Business,  provided  they  are  allowed  to  employ  assistants; 
tbese  fetir  or  #ve  might  have  constant  conmunioation  with  eadi 
other,  and  act  as  it  were  superintendants  over  the  assistants,  hf^ 
which  they  conld  determine  when  the  number  of  Lots  of  each 
dass. required  is  done.  I  know  it  may  be  urged  in  opposition  U^ 
this,  that  sundry  of  these  Gentlemen  have  already  gone  to  con« 
adorable  expence  in  equipping  themselves  for  the  business  and  thal^ 
it  will  be  hard  to  dismiss  them  under  these  circumstances.  To  thki 
I  answer  that  the  private  advantage  of  two  or  three  men  on^t  not 
to  be  put  in  eomp^ition  with  that  of  as  many  thousands,  paitienlarly 
where  the  interest  of  the  state  at  large  is  concerned  also.  I  fartbep 
answer  that  these  men  may  be  employed  by  the  prlncipali  and  I 
wilt  venture  to  assert,  that  some  of  them  are  scarce  fit  even  (br  thk 
snbordinate  station,  as  perhaps  the  first  chain  or  compass  tbey 
ever  saw  was  purchased  for  this  occasion.  The  number,  howevOT^ 
that  I  have  proposed  may  be  found  among  the  Gentlemen  who 
nnderstsnd  both  Theoty  &  Practice  extremely  well  and  are  men  ef 
approved  integrity,  and  I  believe  the  state  will  find  their  aoeonnt 
ia  this  or  some  such  mode,  if  they  even  pay  the  trifling  expenea 
these  Gentlemen  have  been  at. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

with  the  greatest  Bespect, 

Sir,  Yonr  Excelleney^s  most 

obedient  humble  servant, 

WM.  IRYINBl 


Notes  taken  and  observations  made  [by]  the  Agents  appointed  In 
Miplere  the  tract  of  oonntry  preeented  by  the  state  to  the  kte  tvooft 
of  the  Pennsylvsnia  Line,  of  the  American  Army. 

In  exploring  the  donation  land,  I  begnn  on  the  Lino  ran  by  Mr. 
M oLane  between  that  and  the  tracts  appropriated  for  redeeming 
depreciation  certificates  which  he  ascertained  by  a  due  North  Line 
to  be  near  thirty  miles  from  Fort  Pitt,  and  by  the  Cominoii  com* 
pntation  along  the  path  leading  f^n  Fort  Pitt  to  Yenango  on  tkm 
JDouth  of  French  Greek,  which  some  affirm  was  aetnally  i 


hgr  the  Fk«nch  when  they  possessed  that  oonntry.    I  fennd  it  Iwty 
aniles}  Bast  of  this  path  along  Mr.  MeUnea  Line  fcr  five  or  ste 
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infiMV  the  Und  if  pv«Hy  level,  well  w&Wred  iiUh  bvmU  »|aiag9,  uA 
oC  tolerable  qualityi  but  ftrom  thence  to  the  All^bany  Ri^er  whiph 
la  about  Twenty-fiy^  milea  due  East,  these,  ia  no  Uud  worth  meaitiRHD* 
i9g  fit  for  caltivatioQ;  as  far  aa  French  Creek  all  between  the 
Tenango  Path  and  the  Alleghany  there  ia  very  little  land  fit  for 
eoltivationy  aa  it  ia  a  continued  chain  of  high  baaoren  BiOQiitaiq8' 
except  amall  breaches  for  Greeka  and  Bivnleta  to  disembogue  them** 
aelTes  into  the  Biver.    These. haTe  very  small  bottoms. 

As  I  proceeded  along  the  path  leading  to  French  Creek  about  ^y^p 
miles  to  a  Branch  of  Beaver  or  rather  in  this  plaoe  called  Canagh- 
qnnese  I  found  the  Land  of  a  mixed  quality,  some  very  strong  apd 
broken  with  large  qnantitiea  of  &llen  Chestnut  interspersed  with 
strips  covered  with  Hickory,  lofty  oak,  and  for  under  Wood  or 
Srush,  Ppgwood,  Hazel,  &c. ;  along  the  Creek  very  fine  ^ch  and 
ei;ten9ive  bottoms  in  general  fit  for  meadows ;  from  hence  to  another 
branch  of  said  Creek  called  Flat  Bock  Creek,  about  ten  miles 
diatant,  the  land  is  generally  thin,  atony  and  broken,  loaded,  how^ 
ever,  with  Chestnut  Timber,  the  greatest  part  of  which  liee  flat  on 
t(ia  earth,  which  renders  it  difficult  travelling— at  the  usual  crossing, 
pJace  on  the  last  named  Creek,  there  is  a  beautiful  fall  over  a  Bock, 
ten  or  twelve  feet  high,  at  the  fording  immediatdy  above  the  fall^, 
the  bottom  is  one  entire  Bock,  except  some  small  perforations  which 
is  capacious  enough  to  receive  a  horses  foot  and  leg-^it  is  here  abou^ 
fprty  yards  wide  and  runs  extremely  rapid.  From  flat  Bock  to 
Sandy  Creek  by  Hutchins  &  Scull  called,  Ly comic,  is  about  Twenty*, 
four  miles;  on  the  first  twelve  there  are  a  considerable  quantity  oC 
tolerable  level  lands  tho'  much  broken  with  large  stony  fiats,  on 
which  grows  heavy  burthens  of  Oak,  Beech,  and  Maple,  particularly 
aaven  or  eight  miles  from  the  Creek  there  is  a  plain  or  savannah, 
^ree  or  four  miles  long,  and  at  least  two  wide,  without  anything  to. 
obatrnct  the  prospect,  except  here  and  there  a  small  grove  of  lofty. 
Qaks  or  Sugar  Tree,  on  the  skirts  the  ground  rises  gradually  to  a 
moderate  height  from  which  many  fine  springs  descend,  which  water 
this  fine  Tract  abundantly — along  these  Bivmets  small  but  fine  spota 
of  meadow  may  be  made,  from  hence  the  remaining  twelve  miles  to 
l^ndy  Creek  is  a  ridge  or  mountain,  which  divides  the  waters  of  the 
Alleghany,  the  Beaver  and  Ohio,  and  is  from  East  to  West  at  least 
three  times  as  long  as  it  is  Broad — on  the  whole  of  this  there  itf 
fiule  fit  for  cultivationi  yet  some  of  it  is  well  calculated  for  raising 
stock.  But  a  person  must  be  possessed  of  very  large  Tracts  to 
aaabie  him  to  do  even  this  to  purpose. 

From  Sandy  to  French  Creek  is  about  seven  or  eight  miles  from 
the  month,  but  it  soon  Forks  into  many  small  runs,  and  is  but  a  few 
miles  from  the  mouth  to  the  source — there  are  two  or  three  small^ 
bottoms  only  on  this  Creek — to  French  Creek  is  one  entire  hill,  no 
part  of  which  is  by  any  means  fit  for  cultiyation. 

On  the  lower  aide,  at  the  mouth  of  French  Creek,  where  the  Fort 
aalled  Venango  formerly  stood,  there  is  three  or  four  hundred  acres 
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ot  whftt  18  oommonly  called  upland  or  dry  bottom,  Tery  ffood  knd. 
On  the  North  Bast  side,  abont  one  mile  from  the  month,  another 
good  bottom  begins  of  four  or  five  hundred  aoreS;  and  on  the  summits 
of  the  hills  on  the  same  side,  tho'  bigh,  there  is  a  few  hundred  acr«9 
of  land  fit  for  cultivation — this  is  ail  in  this  neighborhood  nearer 
than  the  first  fork  of  the  Creek;  which  is  about  ei^ht  miles  distant. 
On  the  Road  leading  from  French  to  Oil  Creek,  within  about  three 
miles  and  a  half  of  Venango,  there  is  a  Bottom  of  fine  land  on  the 
Bank  of  the  Alleghany,  containing  four  or  five  hundred  acres,  there 
is  little  beside  to  Oil  Creek  fit  for  cultivation. 

French  Creek  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide. 

From  French  to  Oil  Creek  is  about  eight  miles — this  is  not  laid  * 
down  in  any  map,  notwithstanding  it  is  a  large  stream  not  less  than 
eighty,  or  perhaps  a  hundred  yards  wide  at  the  mouth,  a  conside- 
rable depth,  both  of  which  it  retains  to  the  first  forir,  which  is  at 
least  twenty  miles  up,  and  I  am  certain  is  as  capable  of  rafting  timber 
or  navigating  large  boats  on  as  French  Creek  in  the  same  seasons  this 
high.  On  the  North  East  or  upper  side  of  thisoreek,  at  the  month, 
is  four  or  five  hundred  acres  of  good  bottom,  and  about  a  mile  up 
there  is  another  small  bottom  on  the  South  West  side,  which  is  alt 
the  eood  land  to  the  first  fork. 

Oil  Creek  has  taken  its  name  from  an  oil  or  bituminous  matter 
being  found  floating  on  the  surfece.  Many  cures  are  attributed  to 
this  oil  by  the  natives,  and  lately  by  some  whites,  particularly  Ehen- 
Doatic  pains  and  old  Ulcers ;  it  has  hitherto  been  taken  for  granted 
that  the  water  of  the  Creek  was  impregnated  with  it,  as  it  was  found 
in  so  many  places,  but  I  have  found  this  to  be  an  error,  as  I  ez- 
amitfed  it  carefully  and  found  it  issuing  out  of  two  places  only — 
these  two  are  about  four  hundred  yards  distant  from  [each]  other, 
and  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Creek.  It  rises  in  the  bed* of  the  Creek 
St  very  low  water,  in  a  dry  season  I  am  told  it  is  found  without  any 
mixture  of  water,  and  is  pure  oil ;  it  rises,  when  the  creek  is  high, 
ttom  the  bottom  in  small  globules,  when  these  reach  the  surface 
they  break  and  expand  to  a  surprizing  extent,  and  the  flake  varies 
in  color  as  it  expands ;  at  first  it  appears  yellow  and  purple  only, 
but  as  the  rays  of  the  sun  reach  it  in  more  directions,  the  colors  ap- 
pear to  multiply  into  a  greater  number  than  can  at  once  be  eompr^ 
bended. 

From  Oil  Creek  to  Ouskakushing,  an  old  Indian  Town,  is  about 
seventeen  miles — the  whole  of  this  way  is  barren,  high  mountains, 
not  fit  for  cultivation ;  the  mountain  presses  so  close  on  the  River 
that  it  is  almost  impassable,  and  by  no  means  impracticable  when 
the  River  is  high,  then  travellers  either  on  foot  or  horseback^  are 
obligedjto'ascend  the  mountain  and  proceed  along  the  summit. 

At  Cuskushing  there  is  a  narrow  bottom  about  two  miles  long, 
good  land,  and  a  very  fine  Island  fifty  or  sixty  acres,  where  the  In* 
dians  formerly  planted  ''corn.  From  Cuskushing  to  another  old 
Indian  Town,  also  on  the  Bank  of  the  River,  is  about  six  mtlee  ^ 
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Uiis  i^laeo  is  called  Oanenaoai,  or  Hickory  Bottom ;  here  b  a  few 
hundred  acres  of  good  land  and  some  small  Islands,  from  hence  to  a 
place  named  by  the  natives  the  Burjing  Ground,  from  a  tradition 
thoy  have  that  some  extraordinary  man  was  buried  there  many  hun* 
dred  years  ago,  is  about  thirteen  miles ;  most  of  this  way  is  also  a 
barren  and  very  high  mountain,  and  you  have  to  travel  greatest 
part  of  the  way  in  the  Bed  of  the  Biver.  To  Brokenstraw  Creek| 
or  Bockaloons,  from  the  last  named  place  is  about  fourteen 
miles,  here  the  hills  are  not  so  high  or  barren,  and  there  are 
sundry  good  bottoms  along  the  Biver.  About  half  way  there  is 
a  hill  called  by  the  Indians  Paint  Hill,  where  they  find  very 
good  red  oker.  Brokenstraw  is  thirty  yards  wide,  there  is  a  fine 
.  situation  and  good  bottom  near  the  mouth  on  both  sides,  but  a  little 
way  up  the  creek  large  hills  covered  with  pine  make  their  appear^ 
anoe.  From  Brokenstraw  to  Canewago  is  eight  or  nine  miles — here 
IS  a  narrow  bottom,  interspersed  with  good  dry  land  and  meadow 
Ground  all  the  way,  and  there  is  a  remarkable  fine  tract  at  th& 
mouth  of  Ceuewago,  of  a  thousand  or  perhaps  more  acres,  from 
ti^  whole  of  which  you  command  a  view  up  and  down  the  main 
branch  of  Alleghany,  and  also  up  Conewagoo  a  considerable  distance. 
Gonewagoo  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide,  and  is  navigable 
for  large  boats  up  to  the  head  of  Jadaque  Lake,  which  is  upwards 
of  fifty  miles  from  its  junction  with  the  east  branch  of  the  Biver. 
The  head  Jadaque  Lake  is  said  to  be  only  twelve  miles  from  Lake 
Srie,  where  it  is  also  said  the  French  formerly  had  a  Forty  and  a 
good  Waggon  Boad  from  it'to  the  Lake.  Gonewagoo  forks  about 
thirty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  East  Branch,  is  lost  in  a  morass 
where  the  Indians  frequently  carried  their  canoes  across  into  a  large 
creek  called  the  Gateraque,  which  empties  into  the  lake  forty  or  fifty 
miles  above  Niagara. 

This  account  of  the  Branches  of  Gonewagoo  I  had  from  my  Guide, 

an  Indian  Ghief  of  the  Senecas,  a  native  ofthe  place,  and  an  intelli- . 

gent  white  man,  who  traversed  all  this  country  repeatedly     I  have 

^erj  reason  to  believe  the  facts  are  so — tho'  I  do  not  know  them 

actually  to  be  so  as  I  went  only  a  small  distance  up  this  creek,  being 

iaformed  there  is  no  land  fit  for  cultivation  to  the  first  fork  or  to  the 

lower  end  of  Jadaque  Lake,  which  begins  seven  miles  up  the  West 

Branch,  except  wb#t  has  already  been  mentioned  at  the  mouth  of 

the  creek,  the  appearance  of  the  country,  in  a  view  taken  from  the 

snmmit  of  one  of  the  high  hills,  fully  justified  this  Beport,  as  nothing 

can  be  seen  but  one  large  chain  of  mountains  .towering  above 

another — ^here,  perhaps,  it  may  not  'be  amiss  to  insert  the  supposed 

dbtances  in  a  collected  view — and  First  from  Fort  Pitt  to  Mo' 

Lenes,  40  miles 

To  fourth  branch  of  GanaghqunesCi  5 

Kocky,  or  Flat  Bock  Greek,  10 

Sandy  Greek,  24 

French  Greek,  8 
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(Ml  Creek,  6  mlte» 

Oaskaeoshiiigy  17 

Oaoanacai^  ^  6 

Tbe  Barying  GrOQnd^  13 

Bfokenstrawi  14 

OonewagoOy  9 

154 
Deduct  from  Fort  Pitt  to   Mc'Lenes  line 
Itetween  the  depreciation  and  donation 
tracts^  40 

Leaves  tbe  donation  land  to  be  114  miles  kmg 

For  the  same  reason  that  I  did  not  proceed  far  np  Conawagoo, 
I  retamed  the  most  direct  Road  to  the  bnrying  Ground — ^here  three 
old  Indian  paths  take  off,  one  to  Cayahaga,  on  Lake  Erie,  one  to 
duskusky,  on  the  west  branch  of  Beaver  Creek,  and  the  third  to  a 
Salt  spring,  higher  np  the  same  branch  of  Beaver — from  hence  I 
eroesed  the  chain  of  mountains,  which  runs  along  the  Biver,  and  ia 
travelling  what  I  computed  to  be  about  twenty  five  mileS;  reached 
the  first  fork  on  Oil  Creek,  on  the  meet  easterly  Branches  there  are 
vast  quantities  of  white  Pine,  fit  for  masts,  Boards,  &o.  In  this  fork 
is  a  large  Body  of  tolerable  good  land,  tho'  high,  and  along  the  West 
Braneh  very  rich  and  extensive  Bottoms  fit  for  meadow,  <S  the  first 
qnality-^this  continues  about  fifiieen  miles  along  the  cre^,  which  is  » 
beautiful  stream,  from  thirty  to  forty  yards  wide,  and  pretty  deep. 
From  the  West  Branch  of  Oil  Creek  I  proceeded  on  a  Westerlv 
coarse,  about  ten  miles  along  a  ridge  which  is  difficult  to  ascend, 
being  high  and  steep,  but  when  you  get  up  it  is  flat  on  the  summit^ 
four  or  five  miles  broad,  very  level,  and  fine  springs  issue  from  the. 
declivity  on  both  sides,  the  land  heavily  loaded  with  Hickory,  laige 
oak,  maple,  and  very  large  Chesnut.  From  the  West  End  of  this 
Ridge  several  large  springs  rise,  which  form  the  most  Easterly  branch 
of  French  Creek — there  are  five  branches  of  this  Creek,  which  is 
calle4  Sugar  Creek,  by  Mr.  Hutchins,  all  of  which'  have  fine  Bot» 
toms,  excellent  for  meadow  and  pasturage,  but  tho  upland  or  ridges 
between  are  stony,  cold,  moist  and  broken,  chiefly  covered  with 
Beech,  Pine,  and  scrubby  Chesnut  • 

At  the  fork  or  junction  of  Sugar  Creek  with  the  main  or  West 
Branch  of  French  Creek,  (which  is  only  eight  miles  up  from  Ve- 
nango,) there  is  some  fine  plains  or  savannahs,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  meadow  ground — there  are  but  few  bottoms,  and  litUe  or  no  up- 
land besides  what  is  above  mentioned,  for  twenty  miles  up  this 
braneh,  where  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  excellent  m^idow 
ground,  beside  which  there  is  not  much  good  land  until  you  reach 
LeBerroff  (BoQuf?) 

From  Venango,  I  retamed  along  the  path  leading  to  Pittsburs  to 
within,  about  seven  miles  of  Flat  Rock  Creek — hcM  I  took  a  West 
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eonne  along  a  large  dividing  Ridge  already  noiioed,  abeoi  leu  mllmSj 
whore  I  Btmck  a  braneb  of  Canagbqnenese,  or  Beaver^  about  ihktf 
jards  wide^  and  wbiob  joins  Flat  Rock  before  it  empties  into  tbe 
main  branch  of  Canaghqnenese— on  this  creek  is  very  fine  and  larger 
bottoms,  and  in  some  places  some  good  npland^  tho'  mooh  bvokes 
witb  high  barren  hills  and  some  deep  morasses.  ^  Tl^  oreek  is  not 
hid  dovn  in  any  map  that  I  have  seen.  After  having  explored  tibi» 
creek  and  Lands  adjacent,  I  proceeded  on  a  Sonth  oonrse  till  I  stra^k 
Mr.  MoLene's  line  within  eight  miles  of  the  Great  Beaver  Oreek^ 
which  I  fbllowed  to  the  Creek ;  all  this  distance  is  very  hilly,  th«o 
Are  some  small  bottoms,  bat  the  major  parbof  those  eight  miles  is 
not  fit  for  cnltivation. 

From  where  Mr.  McLene^s  line  strikes  the  great  or  West  Branek 
of  the  Beaver,  I  continned  exploring  the  country  np  the  several' 
western  branches  of  the  Beaver,  vis ,  the  most  Westerly,  and  two 
branches  denominated  the  Shenango.  The  distance  from  the  above- 
named  line  to  an  old  Moravian  Town  is  three  or  four  mileSjWhym 
thence  to  Shenango,  two  and  a  half  or  ibree  miles ;  thence  to  a  foric 
or  second  branch,  two  miles ;  from  the  month  of  Shenango  to  Ons* 
knskey,  on  the  West  branch,  is  six  or  seven  miles,  bnt  it  was  for^ 
merly  all  calle^  Cnsknskey  by  the  natives  along  this  branch  as  high: 
as  the  Salt  spring;  which  is  twenty  five  miles  from  the  mooHi  ot 
Shenango. 

There  is  snch  a  similarity  in  almost  all  the  lands  on  all  tb« 
branches  of  Beaver  Greek,  that  a  particular  description  of  each  wonld 
be  mere  [repetition].  I  shall  therefore  only  briefly  observe  that  the 
bottoms  generally  are  the  most  exeellent  that  can  be  well  imagined, 
and  are  very  extensive — the  npland  is  hilly,  and  some  bad,  but  most 
of  the  hills  are  fertile  and  very  rich  schI — from  the  fills  of  the  Oreat 
Beaver  np  to  the  head  of  the  West  Branch,  and  twenty  miles  np  the 
Shenango  branch,  is  to  a  considerable  distance  on  either  side  those 
creeks  there  is  little  land  bat  may  be  caltivated^  and  I  believe  no 
country  is  better  watered. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  sketch  of  that  part  of  the  country  only  which 
my  duty  as  Asent  obliged  me  to  explore.  This,  together  with  the 
BeoMirks  herem  contained  will,  I  flatter  myself,  give  a  juster  idea  of 
tte  tract  than  any  map  yet  published.  Tho'  I  do  not  pretend  to ' 
nyit  is  eorrect,  as  the  distances  are  all  supposed,  and  there  are  pro- 
mtlj  several  omissions  in  this  sketch,  yet  more  creeks,  hills,  &o.| 
are  noticed  than  have  been  before,  and  their  real  courses  and  near- 
Qonnection  &  division  by  Hills  &  Ridges  ascertained. 

No  Greek  is  laid  down  or  branch  which  is  not  upwards  of  Twenty 
jtria  wide — smaller  runs  are  not  ooticc^-^on  the  whole  I  have  en- 
deavored as  well  in  the  remarks  as  in  the  sketch,*  so  far  as  I  have 
gQue,  to  answer  the  end  for  which  I  was  appointed  Agent,  as  well 
MB  An  my  power.  WM.  IRVINE,  Agent 

N.  B.     The  dotted  lines  show  the  several  courses  taken  in  explor- 
*  This  sketch  has  not  been  found. 
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ing  tlM  eoantiy  on  tbe  sketch — ^beside  the  BeTvral  oflbats  vere  made 
to  gain  summite  of  Hills  for  the  benefit  of  prospects.  AU  the 
Bnnehes  of  Canaghquenese,  which  are  six  or  seven  in  number,  join 
and  form  one  large  Greek  before  it  enters  the  Beaver,  the  ianotion 
IS  abo«t  eleven  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Beaver  from  above  the 
fidls,  and  four  below  MoLene's  line.  I  have  been  nnavoidablj 
obliged  to  leaVb  tbe  North  and  West  lines  open  in  the  sketdii  as  I 
could  not  do  otherwise  till  these  boundary  lines  are  run ;  this  also 
prevented  my  compleating  the  business,  not  being  able  to  determine 
perhaps  within  several  miles,  where  the  lines  may  run.  I  am  per- 
auaded  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  might  reap  great  advantages  by 
paying  early  attention  to  the  very  easy  bcveral  communications  with 
lake  Erie  from  the  Western  parts  of  their  country,  particularly  Gone- 
wagoo;  French  Creek  and  the  West  Branch  of  Beaver,  from  a 
place  called  Mahoning  to  where  it  is  navigable  for  small  craft  is  but 
thirty  miles  to  Cayahnga  Biver,  which  empties  into  the  Lake.    A 

K(Mid(Vaggon  Road  may  be  made  from  Fort  Pitt  to  the  mouth  of 
ench  Creek,  &  all  the  way  from  the  mouth  of  Beaver  to  Cayahuga, 
which  is  not  more  than  80  miles.  The  breadth  of  the  Tract  cannot 
be  ascertained  till  the  Western  Boundarv  is  run.  Mr.  McLene  sua* 
pends  for  thb  reason  extending  his  line  further  West  than  the  Great 
beaver,  which  he  has  found  to  he  47  miles  from  the  mouth,  Mogwol- 
bughtitum;  from  this  part  of  Beaver  Greek  it  is  conjectured  the  West 
line  of  the  State  will  run  10  or  12  miles. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  844-60.] 


No.  26. 


Secoixtabt  ABMsmoNG  TO  John  Maxwsll  Nesbut,  Esq.. 

1786. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia;  October  24, 1785. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  an  order  of  Gonncil  of  Saturday  last,  I  have  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  the  Committee  of  Merchants,  a  Copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  Secretery  for  foreign  affairs,  inclosing  some  advices 
from  the  Chevalier  Jones  and  Mr.  Soulaoger,*  peculiarly  interesting 
to  the  Mercantile  part  of  the  States. 
I  am  Sir, 
with  great  regard, 

your  obed.  &  veiy  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jun.,  Secy. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  184.]  . 

*  Not  foond-^aeoording  te  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  X£V,,  p.  500,   they  fsve 
notioe  of  a  declaration  of  War,  between  Algiers  and  the  United  States. 
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No.  27. 

To  THE  ExBOUnVS  AUTHORITT  OF  THE  SfiVEBAL  STATES  OW 

THE  Union.  1786. 

To  the  EzeoiitiTo  Authority  of  the  Seyeral  States  of  the  Union. 
(Circular,) 
Oonndl  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  April  12, 1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  oommunicate  a  ReaolutioQ  of  the  Oeneral 
Anemblj  of  this  Commonwealth  of  the  2l8t  day  of  March  last,  and 
I  minute  of  Council  thereupon  of  this  day. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  the  Highest  Respect, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

CHAS.  RIDDLE,  V.  P. 


No.  28. 


KnoLunoN  of  Absemblt — Commeboial  Reqitlationb,  1786. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 
In  General  Assembly,  Tuesday  March  21,1786,— A.  M. 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  read  March  11th,  on  that  part  of 
the  message  from  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  which  respects  a 
eonvention  of  the  States  proposed  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia 
vas  read  the  second  time,  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  five  commissioners  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
this  State,  any  three  of  whom  may  act  to  meet  such  commissioners 
tt  may  be  appointed  by  the  other  States  in  the  Union  at  a  time  and 

tlaoe  to  be  agreed  on,  to  take  into  consideration  the  Trade  of  the 
fnited  States  to  examine  the  relative  situations  and  Trade  of  the 
«id  States,  to  consider  how  far  an  uniform  system  in  their  com- 
mercial Regulations  may  be  necessary  to  the  Common  interest,  and 
their  permanent  harmony,  and  to  Report  to  the  several  States  such 
an  act  relative  to  this  great  object,  as  when  unanimouslv  ratified  by 
them,  will  enable  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  same — ^and  also  to  meet  Commissioners  of  Virginia 
ind  Maryland,  to  communicate  reciprocally  the  Regulations  of 
Commerce,  and  duties  proposed  by  each  State  and  within  their  re^ 
ipeotive  Powers,  and  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  autho- 
tiled  and  requested  to  make  the  said  appointment  of  Commissioners 
ted  to  give  them  such  Instructions  from  time  to  time  as  they  shall 
think  expedient. 

Extract  fiom  the  minutes,  * 

JACOB  SHALLU3  st.       olerk. 
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In  Council,  Philadelphia  April  11, 1786. 
CouQoil  proceeded  to  the  Election  of  five  oommiteionen  under  the 
Beaolntion  of  Assembly  of  the  2l8t  of  May  last,  when  it  a^oeared 
that  the  following  Gentlemen  were  chosen,  vis.  Robert  Morris, 
George  Glymer,  John  Armstrong  Jan.,  Thomas  Fitasimons  ft  Tench 
Goxe,  Esquires. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 
for  JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jun.,Secy. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.,  lU.  p.  194.] 


No.  29. 


REPOaT  OF  COMMISSIONIEBS  ON  BOUNDABT    BETVTBEN  PkNIT- 
BTLYANIA   AND  NXW  YORK,  1786; 

We  the  smbsoriberB  being  appointed  Gommissioners  egreeaUy  to 

Laws  severally  Enacted  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  commonwealth 
oi  Pennsylvania,  and  Hhe  State  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose 
of  running  and  marking  a  Boundary  Line  between  the  said  states, 
to  begin  at  the  River  I^laware  in  forty  two  Degrees  North  LatiMde, 
and  to  continue  in  the  same  Parallel  of  forty  two  Degrees,  to  the 
western  Extremity  of  the  sd.  states, — Have  in  cooformity  to  our 
appointment  finished  ninety  miles  of  the  sd.  Boundary,  extending 
from  the  River  Delaixrare  to  the  Western  side  of  the  South  Bnmch 
of  the  Tioga  River,  and  marked  the  same  with  substantial  mile 
atones.  Witness  our  Hands  and  seals,  this  twelfth  day  of  Octobery 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Eighty  six,  1786. 

ANDW.  ELLICOTT,  [t.  B.]  For  Pennsylvania. 

JAMBS  CLINTON,  [l.  s.]     \  «  ^  j.^  ^. 
SIMEON  DE  WITT,  [L.  s.]   J  ^^^  ^^  ^^*- 

Indonedf 

October  12, 1786. 

Report  of  Andrew  Ellicot  (for  Penna.)  and  Simeon  De  Witt,  and 
James  Clinton  (for  New  York,)  Commrs*  to  run  and  mark  a  Boun- 
dary line  between  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  to  the  Supreme 
£xecutive  Council  of  Penna.t 

•  See  Col.  Vol.,  XV.  p.,  6 

t  See  acoompanjing  map»  copied  from  apparently  orlgfinal  Bepor^  In 
Bmnreyor  Generals  offiee^  Hatrisharf  h. 
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No.  80. 

OovEHwoR  KandolpHj  o»  VntQiNiA,  TO  Pebs.  Dickinsott,  1789. 

To  lui  Ezoelleooy  the  PreBideitt  of  PmnsjlTftnia. 

Richmond.  December  1. 1786. 
Bir, 

I  feel  a  peentimr  saiisfiMtiofi  la  forwarding  to  yonr  Excellency  tbe 
Indoeed  act  of  our  Legislature.  As  it  breaths  a  spirit  truly  fooderal  and 
contains  an  effort  to  support  our  General  OoTemment,  which  is  now 
reduced  to  the  most  awful  crisis,  permit  me  to  solicit  your  Bxoellency^s 
co-operation  at  this  trying  moment. 

I  hare  the  Honor  to  be, 

yonr  Ezoellenoy's, 

most  obedient  Humble  servant, 

EDMUND  KANDOLPH. 


No.  81. 
An  Aoi  jUBSPXOTiNa  CoHMxaoS;  1786. 

AN  ACT, 

For  appointing  Deputies  from  this  Commonwealth  to  toonvenUom 
proposed  to  be  held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  in  May  aext>  for 
the  purpose  of  revising  the  Federtl  oonstitution. 

Whereas,  the  Commissioners  who  assembled  at  Annapolis  on  ^e 
fourteenth  of  September  last,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  and  report- 
ing the  means  of  enabling  Congress  to  provide  effectually  for  the 
Commercial  Interest  of  Sm  United  States,  have  represented  the 
necessity  of  extending  the  revision  of  the  foederal  system  to  all  its 
defects,  and  have  recommended  that  deputies  for  that  purpose  be 
appointed  by  the  several  Legislatures  to  meet  in  Convention  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  second  day  of  May  next,  a  provision 
which  seems  preferable  to  a  discussion  of  the  subject  in  Congressj 
where  it  might  be  too  much  interrupted  by  the  ordinary  business 
before  them,  and  where  it  would  besides  be  deprived  of  the  valuable 
Councils  of  Sundry  individuals,  who  are  disqualified  by  the  consti* 
tution  or  laws  of  particular  States,  or  restrained  by  peculiar  circum- 
stances from  a  seat  in  that  Assembly. 

And  whereas,  the  General  Assembly  of  this  commonwealth^ 
*  taking  into  view  the  actual  situation  of  the  Confederacy,  as  well  as 
reflecting  on  the  alarming  representations  made  from  time  to  time 
by  the  United  States  in  Congress,  particularly  in  their  act  of  the 
fifteenth  day  of  February  last  can  no  longer  doubt  that  the  crisis  is 
arrived  at  which  the  good  people  of  America,  are  to  decide  the 
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solemn  qoestion,  wbether  they  will  by  wise  and  magnaniinoiu  efforts 
reap  the  jiut  fruits  of  that  independenoe  which  they  have  so 
gloriously  acquired,  and  of  that  union  which  they  ha^e  cemented 
with  80  much  of  their  common  blood,  or  whether  by  giving  way  to 
unmanly  jealousies^  and  prejudioes,  or  to  partial  and  transitory 
interests,  they  will  renounce  the  auspicious  blessings  prepared  for 
them  by  the  Revolution,  and  furnish  to  its  enemies  an  eventosl 
triumph  over  those  by  whoso  virtue  and  valour  it  has  been  aeoom- 
plished. 

And  whereas,  the  same  noble  and  extended  policy,  and  the 
same  fraternal  and  affectionato  sentiments  which  originally  deter- 
mined the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  to  unite  with  their 
Brethren  of  the  other  States  in  establishing  fooderal  Government, 
cannot  but  be  felt  with  equal  force  now  as  the  motives  to  lay  aside 
every  inferior  consideration,  and  to  concur  in  such  further  concessions 
and  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  great  objects  for 
which  that  Government' was  instituted,  and  to  render  the  United 
States  as  happy  in  Peace  as  they  have  been  glorious  in  war. 

Bo  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia,  that  seven  Commissioners  be  appointed  by  joint 
ballot  of  both  House  of  Assembly,  who  or  any  three  of  them  are 
hereby  authorized  as  deputies  from  this  Commonwealth  to  meet  such 
deputies  as  may  be  appointed  and  authorized  by  other  states  to 
assemble  in  Convention  at  Philadelphia  as  above  recommended,  and 
to  join  with  them  in  devising  and  discussing  all  such  alterations  and 
further  proyisions,  as  may  be  necessary  to  render  the  foederal  con- 
stitution adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Union,  and  in  reporting 
such  an  act  for  that  purpose  to  the  United  States  in  Congress,  as 
when  agreed  to  by  them  and  duly  confirmed  by  the  several  states 
will  effectually  provide  for  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  death  of  any  of  the 
said  deputies,  or  on  the  declining  their  appoinment,  the  Executive 
are  hereby  authorized  to  supply  such  vacancies,  and  the  Governor 
is  requested  to  transmit  forthwith  a  Copy  of  this  act  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  and  to  the  Executives  in  each  of  the  states  in  the 
Union. 

November  23. 1786,  passed  the  Senate, 

H.  BROOKE,  C.  8. 

^  November  9^  1786,  read  the  third  time  and  passed  the  House  of 
Delegates, 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  0.  H.  D. 

[Letter.  Book,  Vol.,  I.  p.,  410-413.] 
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No.  82. 
Got.  IUnbolpHi  or  YimoiiAi  to  Pess.  FeamuiIKi  178& 

To  His  Ezcellenoy  the  President  of  Pennsjlyania. 

Bioliinoncl,  December  1. 1708. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmittinff  to  your  Ezoelleney  the 
inclosed  resolntion  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia.  Five  Com- 
misrioners  hate  been  ahready  appointed  as  members  of  the  Gommer* 
cial  Oonferenoe  therein  proposed,  and  will  certainly  inform  yonr 
Exoelleni^  when  and  where  it  is  to  be  holden.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  have  onlv  to  wish  the  presence  of  Pennsylvania  by  her  deputies  at 
this  intended  mee^ng. 
I  have  the  Honor  Sir, 

to  be  with  the  greatest  esteem 

.aad  nspeot  your  Ezoelleooy's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

EDMUND  BANDOLPH. 
[Letter  Bock,  YoL  L,  p.  410.] 


No.  88. 

In  the  Honae  of  Delegates, 

Wednesday,  the  8th  of  November,  1786. 

Whersas  on  the  18th  of  January,  1786,  a  Besolution  was  entered 
into  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  in  conformity  to  a  Beso- 
lution entered  into  by  the  State  of  Maryland  in  the  same  year  and 
transmitted  to  this  State  for  its  concurrence  in  the  following  words. 

'*  Besolved,  That  it  is  essential  to  the  Commerce  and  Bevenue  of 
"  the  State  of  Maryland  and  this  State,  that  duties  on  Imports  or 
"  Szporta,  if  kid,  should  be  the  same  in  both  Sutes,  and  that  it  is 
**  propor  for  the  Legislatures  if  the  said  States  at  their  annual  meet- 
'^  tiDg  in  the  autumn  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  meet  and  commu- 
''  aicate  the  regulations  of  Commerce  and  duties  proposed  by  each 
"  State  and  to  oonfer  on  such  subjects  as  may  concern  the  oommdroial 
''Interests  of  both  States^  and  both  States  should  be  equal,  not  less 
^  than  three  nor  mora  tlutn  five  from  each  State  and  they  shovld 
'^  annually  meet  in  the  tirird  week  of  September  if  required  by  the 
''Legislature  of  either  State  or  the  Commissioners  thereof,  at  such 
"  place  as  they  should  appoint.'' 
roi..  XI.— 23 
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Resolved  tbeiefore  that  five  OpmaoEbsionere  be  sppoiated  by  joint 
ballot  of  botb  hoases  who  or  any  thereof  whom  shall  be  authorised 
to  Hieet  Gei&talfirfMiera  fW^m  tbe  etate  of  Maryland  at  the  time  and 
for  the  purposes  above  mentionedy  aQd  at  each  plaee  a;^.  may  be 
agreed  on. 

Ajnd  whfr^s  no  moeting  oaa  ti^e  place  under  the  foregoing  Reso- 
lutions passed  by  tbe  two  states  prior  to  the  third  week  in  September 
next,  and  it  is  much  to  be  deaired  that  the  object  tl^teof  nmjr  be 
provided  for  in  the  oiean  time. 

Resolved  that  the  Commissioners  so  to  bo  appointed  shall  without 
delay  endeavor  to  effect  a  meeting  with  Commiasionera  from  Mary* 
land,  and  to  concert  and  report  the  proper  Regulations  to  the  two 
Legislatures  during  their  existing  sessions. . 

And  whereas  additional  advantage  would  accrue  from  the  conc|ir-> 
rence  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  proj>osed  conferences  and 
regulations. 

Resolved,  That  a  Copy  of  these  Resolutions  be  immediately 
transmitted  by  the  Ezeoutive  to  the  Exeentivd  of  that  State,  as  veil 
as  the  State  of  Maryland  and  that  the  Commissioners  from  this  State 
when  apnpinted  communicate  to  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania  the 
time  and  place  of  the  proposed  meeting  as  an  invitation  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  alat6  to  concur  therein. 

Provided,  That  the  fQregoing  Resolutions  shall  be  forthwith 
transmitted  to  the  delegates  from  this  State  in  Congrsss  to  be  by 
them  laid  before  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  concor- 
rence  of  that  Honorable  Body  thereto. 

1786.  Nov'r  22d,  agreed  to  by  the  Senate, 

H.  RROOKE,  C.  S. 

Teste  John  Beckley,  Clk.  H.  D. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  page  411.] 


No.  34. 


REPORT  01'  Comm'bs  on  Bdundart  BEtwfiSN  Pbnnstlvamia 
AUD  Njew  York,  1787. 

We  tbe  BVibiseribers  being  commissioned  agreeably  to  Laws 
severally  eii^i^d  by  tbe  Comrmonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
8tat0  -of-  jNew .  York  for  the  purpose  ef  running  and  marking  'a 
Boundary  Line  between  the  said  States  in  the  parallel  of  Forty-Two 
Degrees  of  North  Latitude- beginning  at  tbe  River  Delaware  and 
ei:tending  to  a  meridian  Line  drawn  from  tbe  South  Wes6  comer  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
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Httve  in  .aon&naity  to  our  appointaievto  ^tended  tbe  said  Lloo 
from  the  Btnetitth  Mile  Stone  to  Like  Brie,  and  matked  the  same 
in  a  laaling  and  permanent  manner  by  milestones  or  posts  sar<* 
roanded  by  mooade  of  ettrtb  where  stones  eonld  not  be  procured. 
The  Stones  at  the  several  points  where  the  Latitude  was  determined 
are  Iwge  and  well  marked,  and  eontain  on  the  south  side  Pennsylva^* 
nia  Ijatitude  42°  N.  1787,  also  the  variation  of  the  raagoetio  needle.' 
On  the  North  side  New  Tork  and  thm  several  dislanoes  from  the 
River  Delaware. 

Witness  our  Hands  and  Seals  this  Twenty  ninth  day  of  Ootober, 
One  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Eighty  seven."*" 

AND'W  ELLICOT,  [l.  s.]     ")  Commissioners  from 
ANDREW  PORTER,  [L.  s.]  J       Pennsylvania. 

ABRA'M  HARDENBERG,  Ti^  8.]  1  Commissioners  from 
WILLIAM  MORRIS,  [i..  s.]  J        New  York. 

Indorsed, 

<<  Reo'd  Nov.  29, 1787.  Report  from  the  Commissioners  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  York  of  their  having  eompleated  the  Boundary 
between  the  two  States.'' 

The  foregoing  is  copied  from  the  original — on  parchment  (now  in 
the  Surveyor  Generals  offioe  at  Harrisburgh,) 

Feb.  19,  1855,  by  S.  H. 


No.  35. 


YiOE  President  MuHiiSNBERa  to  PHiL^DEtPOiA  Aquoultqeaii 
Society — Hessian  Fly,  1788. 

In  Conncily 

Philadelphia;  September  1st,  1788.  - 
Sir, 

A  Proclamationf  was  issued  on  the  25th  of  June  last  by  his  Bri* 
tannic  Majesty,  prohibitiDg  the  Entry  of  wheat,  the  growth  of  any 
of  the  Territorios  of  the  United  States,  into  any  of  the  Ports  dt 
Great  Britain,  and  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  said  Proola« 
mation  has  been  occasioned  by  some  misinformation  respecting  the 
Insect  called  the  Hessian  Fly. 

Conncii  therefore  request  yonr  usefal  Sodety  to  invealigrte  and 
report  to  them  as  soon  as  convenient  Uie  Nature  of  the  Hessian  Fly, 

*  See  Smith's  Laws  Vol.  XL,  also  the  aecompai^gring  Map. 
t  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  528,  626,  and  884,  886  of  this. 
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piHrticiaarljr  9^'Uf  Urn  vanMr.of  iia  being  pv^pBgirttd,  mdihe  «SMsts 
QJf  i(  on  the  ori)p«  9i  whmt ;  0ki  to  awMrtaia  vkh  ail  poMiUe  pred- 
eigAy  whether  tii9  4oes.of  tba  oro^  ia  not  Qoaaaioned  by  the  dastrae- 
tioB  of  the  Plaoti  and  whether  the  emali  Quantitj  of  whrett  prod— ed 
fixm  «  Ekld  mfeated  with  the  Flj,  ia  (ood  Oraiiii  or  otberwiae. 
jliiMewiae  the  mqat  auepasaful  method  that  baa  hitherto  been  dia- 
Q9Tered  tar  preventiog  the  effeeta  of  thia  inaeet 
.1  an,  fibr^  whfa  great  reapeety 
jour  very  hamblo  sericant, 
i'  '      *  PETEE  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P. 

Directed, ,  . 

Samuel  Powelli  Esqr.,  President  of  tho  ^gnoultural  Seoletj. 


...     •  .  No.  86. 

Report  of  Council  to  the  General  Assxbiblt*— Emn,  1788.* 

feeport  of  the  Supreme  Executive  OoRDoil  to  the  Gkneral  Aaaemblj 
of  the  State  of  PennsjlvaDia. 

That  they  have  negociated  a  Purchase  with  the  Congreas  of  the 
United  States,  for  iheTraci  of  land  contained  in  the  interval  betwixt 
a  Meridian  Line  run  between  lake  Erie  and  the  State  of  Penntyl^ 
vaniay  and  the  Boundaries  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  Massa- 
chusettt,  at  the  rate  of  three  fourths  of  a  Dollar  ^  acre,  payable  in 
G^d  or  Silver,  or  in  public  securities  of  the  United  States,  bearing 
Interest,  when  the  quantity  is  ascertained  by  actnal  survey  in  the 
maoDer  preaoribed  by  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  June  last 
Aa  by  the  Instrnotioua  ta  our  Delegates  in  Congress  of 
Their  Proposals  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the  7th  of  July  last, 
and  a  final  aooeptanoe  of  the  said  Terms  by  the  said  Board  on  the 
28th  of  Aiupatlaaty  which  aeoompaaiythis  report,  will  fully  appear.*!* 

Council  have  essayed  an  estimate  of  the  other  Expences  which  in 
their  opinion  may  be  necessary  for  oem  pleating  the  aforoHud  Pur- 
dhasci  amounting  to  ,  which  they  herewith  tnmamiti 

Bnt  certainty  cannot  be  attained  in  this  Business,  as  the  expensa 
will  depend  in  some  measure  on  the  Quantity  of  land  found  on  actual 
survey^  and  may  be  affected  by  many  other  contingent  Circiun- 
stances. 

'  *  Xh«9  ia  naithetf  dpSte  nov  slgiurtttre  to  ihefbregeing-^it  eridentiy  reftrs 
to  tiie  preoedSag  papers— it  aHuded  to  in  the  meataget  of  the  President,  in 
Col.  Boo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  628,  680,  682,  Sept.  1788.    (From  original.) 
t  See  this  YoL»  |ip;  261,  262,  808-«18.     * 
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It  remains  for  the  Oenehd  AsiemlTj  to  make  tbe  necessary  ap« 
propriation  of  public  securities  to  discharge  the  Parcbase  to  the 
Vnited  States,  and  to  assign  the  Funds  from  whence  tlte  other  Bf« 
j^eMes  to^f  be  drawii.  *  ■  i 


ASBEBffBLY  TO  PRESIDENT  MlITUN,  1789. 

Sir, 

I  hate  oaMfallr  ecaaiined  the  Miwstes  of  the  kie  and  pteseb^ 
Hottses  of  AssemUj,  aad  omnot  And  any  order  on  that  part  of  tbe 
iBtasage  fircoi  Counml  tektm  ta  Oen'l  8t.  Glair's  letter  of  July 
24th^*  and  the  Act  of  Ooogress  of  Angttst  12tb,  last,  other  thai^ 
tbeiK  being  relBrradb  September  8tli,  Itel,  to  Mr.  Wynkoop,  Hr^ 
KeBtedy,  k  Mr  Findley:  No  Rport  was  made  by  that  oommitteei 
mr  has  iba  Bobyeei  been  taken  «p  by  tbe  present  House. 
I  bare  tbe  honor  to  be 

your  Szceirys  ..:!./„ 

most  obedient  hamble  seryant, 

J.  SHALLUS. 
Jan^  6tb,  1780. 
JHreeUdj 
Bis  B^cellfioey,  Thomas  Mifflin^  Bsqr* 


Agbssmsnt  between  Tfas  Six  Nations  and  Commisbionsrs 
FOR  Lands  on  Lake  EaiSy  &o.,  1789. 

Be  it  remembered  by  all  whom  it  may  concern :  .     :    r  > 

That  on  the  ninth  day  of  Januaiji  i^  tbe  year  of  ow  Loid,  mfA 
thousand  seven  hundred  an()  eighty  nine^in  open  attd  pd[>liioCldadMil^ 
We  tbe  undersigned  Ofaiefs,  Warriors,  and  others,  Bepraseaiii^  Ih* 
following  named  Tribes  of  tbe  Six  Nations,  to  wit-*-Tbe  Oodwagail/ 
or  Senecas,  Gayugas,  T.uscaroras,  Onandagas,  and  Oneidas ;  for  and 
in  behalf  of  ourselves,  our  tribeSj  oar  aiKl  their  Heirs  and  Sooces- 
sors,  on  the  one  part — and  Richard  Butlor  and  John  Oibsonj^  £s* 
quisesy  CommissionerB  for  And  in  hehatf  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Onas)  oa  the  other  pavt^  did  make  an:d  eonohide  upon  the 
Mowing  artides^  via. :  ^ 

»£l6eOol.Red.,V^ZV.,pw6l8.   .  Alio 4u«e  884- o«: this      /   '  t 
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ARTIGLB  Isi. 

That  as  soon  as  tLese  Articles  are  signed,  interohangablj  by  the 
aforesaid  Chiefs  and  Commissioners,  the  said  Ghie&  wiU  exeoato  « 
Deed  of  Convejanoe  to  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania  for  a  tract  of 
Country  as  hereafter  shall  be  described. 

ARTICLE  2nd. 

The  signing  Chiefs  do  acknowledge  the  Right  of  the  soil  and  joris- 
diotion  to,  in,  and  over  that  tract  of  Country  bounded  on  the  South 
Vj  the  North  line  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvaoia,  on  the  Bast  by  the 
West  bouiulary  of  the  State  of  New  York,  agreeable  to  the  eanioa 
of  that  Sute  and  the  State  of  MaflNMshuflets  to  the  United  Steles, 
and  on  the  North  by  the  Margin  of  Lake  £ki%  hiolading  Preaque 
Isle  and  all  the  Bays  and  barl^ars  along  the  ourrgin  of  said  Lake 
Erie,  from  the  Weft  boundary  of  Peansjliania  to  where  the  Wert 
boundary  of  the  State  of  New  York  nay  orots  ot  hiftenaol  €he  S^tli 
margin  of  the  said  lake  £rie.  To  be  Tested  in  the  aaid  State  of 
Pennsjlvania  agreeable  to  an  Act  of  Congcess  dated  the  sixth  day  of 
June  last,  1788. 

ARTICLE  3rd. 

The  said  Chiefs  do  agree  that  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania  shall 
and  may  at  any  time  they  may  think  proper,  survey,  dispose  of  and 
settle,  all  that  part  of  the  aforesaid  Country  lying  and  being  West 
of  a  line  running  along  the  middle  of  the  Conawago  River  from  its 
conluenoe  with  the  Allegany  River  into  the  Chadochque  Lake, 
thence  along  the  middle  of  the  said  lake  to  the  North  end  of  the 
same,  thence  a  meridian  line  from  the  North  end  of  the  said  lake  to 
the  margin  or  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

ARTICLE  4th. 

The  said  Ohieft  do  sgree  that  the  Navigation  or  Water  communi* 
oAion  of  the  said  Conowago  River  and  the  Chadochque  lake  shall  be 
ftee  io  the  elliMUS  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  common  with 
tbeAielfet,  birt  that  neither  party  shall  build  or  erect  Dams  over  or 
wsroflB  the  Conowago  River  so  as  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  Boats  or 
Oaaaoes  op  and  down  the  same  to  the  Allegany  River. 

ARTICLE  5th. 

That  ^B  several  Villages  belonging  to  the  signing  Chiefii  and  their 
people  axe  now  living  on  the  said  Conowago  oreek  and  in  otber  puts 
of  the  country  suppo^d  to  be  within  the  tract  of  oouDtry  West  of 
the  West  line  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  East  of  the  line  through 
the  Watera  aa  deseiibed  in  the  third  Artide^^And  as  tliey  have  no 
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country  to  remove  to  from  where  they  bow  live,  the  said  chiefs  do 
reserve  for  their  own  and  their  people's  resideiicey  hunting  and  fish- 
ing, all  that  part  of  the  tract  of  Country  described  in  the  second 
Article,  passing  from  the  Allegany  Biver  along  the  middle  of  the 
Conowago  Creek,  the  Chadochqoe  Lake  and  a  meridian  line  from  the 
North  end  of  said  lake  to  Lake  Erie. 

ARTICLE  6th. 

The  said  Chiefs  do  Engage  for  atkl  in  behalf  <yf  themselves  and 
their  tribes,  to  give  protection  to  the  citizens  of  the  said  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  others  who  may  come  to  trade  or  transact  busi- 
ness under  proper  authority  among  them,  and  to  live  peaceably  with 
all  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  7th. 

9he  said  Richard  Butler  and  John  Gibson,  Esquires,  Commis- 
sioners for  and  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  do  agree  to 
the  aforesaid  articles  in  their  true  intent  and  meaning,  and  they  do 
further  engage  on  the  faith  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvaniai  that  the 
afforesaid  Chiefii  atid  the  people  of  their  tribes,  shall  have  full  and 
peaceable  liberty  to  hunt  and  fish  within  any  part  of  the  Coun- 
try first  above  described,  they  demeaning  themselves  peaceably 
towards  the  inhabitants.  But  the  said  Chiefs  or  their  successors, 
shall  not  at  any  time  hereafter,  directly  or  indirectly,  lease,  rent,  or 
make  sale  of  any  part  or  parcel  of  the  tract  here  Reserved  for  their 
Use  and  Residence,  to  any  other  State,  person  or  persons. 

In  Testimony  of  the  above  Articles  being  duly,  openly  and  fairly 
agreed  and  concluded  upon,  the  Chiefs  and  Comilkissioners  afforesaid 
have  interchangably  set  their  hands  and  affixed  their  seals  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written.  *      , 

In  presence  of 

A'  St.  CLAIR,   '  Richard  Butlkb.    [seal.] 

JOS.  HARMAR,  jjgo.  QiBsoK.    [sbal.] 

Lt  Col.  Com.  Ist  U.  S.  Reg.,  ^  ,a  x  r         -. 

&  Brig.  General  by  Brevet     Oaghunwassi:,  (Seneca.)  [seal.] 

DAVID  ZEIGLER,  ^'  ^''^''*^  ^"^'• 

Gapt.  1st  United  States  Regt.  Kichonquash,  (Turaacaro  Chief.) 
WINTHROP  SARGENT,         Or  Tearing  Asunder,      [seal.] 

JOHN  TRACY,  Cageahqea,  (Seneca.)  [seal.] 

N.  McDowell,  En'r.  Or  Dogs  about  the  Fire. 

n  ^^^??T?^f  ^S^?^'  •       Sawedowah,  (Seneca)  [seal.] 
Cadet,  Ist  U.  S.  Regt.  q^  ^^^  ]^^^  »- 

JOSEPH  NICHOLSON. 
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KlowDASBOWA,  (Senoea.)  fwuL.! 
Or  The  Swimming  Fisb. 

Gyantwachia.    [seal] 
Or  the  ConipIaDter. 

Qtashota,  [seal.] 
or  the  Big  Cross. 

KANASaX,   [SEAL.] 

or  the  N6W  Airow. 

ONGAHTB,(Onandago  Chief.)     rsEALl 
or  the  Dancing  Feather, 

SoAHAEs,  (Cajnga  Chief.)    rsEAL.I 
,  or  Falling  MounUin. 

Otachsaka,  (Cayuga.)    [seal.] 
or  Broken  Tomahawk. 

TEKAHIE88,  (Oneida.)     rsEAL.] 
or  the  Long  Tree. 

Aqueia,  (Munsey.)    [beal.] 
or  Bandy  Legs. 

Keantoohqowa,  (Seneca.)    fsEALl 
w  Big  Tree.  ^    ^        '■' 

OWENEWAH,  (Seneca.)    [seal.] 
or  Thrown  in  the  Water. 

ACHIOUT,  [SEAL.] 

or  the  Half  Town. 

Anaohkoot,  [seal.] 
or  the  Wasp. 

Chishbkoa,  [seal.] 
or  the  Wood  Bug. 

Sessewa,  [seal.] 
or  the  Big  Bale  of  a  Kettle. 

Sciawhowa,  [seal.] 
or  the  Council. 
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or  the  Broken  Twig. 

SONACHSHOWA,   [SSAEi  ] 

or  the  Fall  Mooa. 

N.  JB,    The  two  OunaejB  ligned  at  being  veMeAU  on  the  tuAf 
If  ere  not  ewneiBi* 

R.  BUMiER.    • 


Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  tfo,  in  the  six- 
teenth year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  Americai 
oame  personally,  Joseph  Nicholson,  one  of  the  witnesses  within 
named^  before  me,  James  Biddle,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas-  in  the  District  consisting  of  the  City  &  County  i>( 
Philadelphia,  and  Countyof  Buckd,  Montgomery  and  Delaware^  and 
made  oath  on  the  holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Oodj  that  he  wan 
present  and  saw  the  twenty  four  Grantors  and  two  Commissionera  io{ 
the  within  deed  named,  make  the  signatures  or  marks  to  the  said 
deed,  and  seal  and  deliver  the  same  as  their  act  and  deed  voluntarily^ 
and  iVeely,  and  that  said  deponent  subscribed  himself  as  a  wltnessj 
to  the  execution  thereof,  and  that  he  also  saw  the  other  seven  wit- 
licsBes  subscribe  their  names  within  written  respectively,  to  the  same* 
deed,  and  that  the  name  Joseph  Nicholson  thereto  subscribed  is  of 
his  own  proper  hand  wfiting.  Tn  testimony  whereof  I  have  here^, 
unto  set  my  hand  and  seal  at  Philadelphiai  the  same  dajr  and  year 
aforesaid. 

JOSEPH  NICHOLSON, 
JAMES  BIDDLK*  [L.8.] 

InroIIed  in  the  Rolls  office  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Com 
mission  Book  No.  1,  page  S09. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  the  I9th  day  of  June,  1794. 

MATH'W  IRWIN, 


AaniRKMicNT— EijJAH  Dtek,  1789. 

Toftgreci  to  the  admission  of  the  copies  of  papers  produced  by 
Col.  I^et^  endoraed  by  Mr.  Wilsen  with  his  name;  n{K>D  condition, 
of  Col.  Dyer,  producing  the  Copy  of  the  petition  preferred  by  him* 


*  From  the  original  at  Harrisbiirgh. 
23* 
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88  agant  for  the  Bntqaehaniiali  Company  to  the  Gvmnj  be  used  on 
the  Trial 

These  Copies  to  be  subject  to  the  same  obligations  only  as  wonid 
lie  against  the  originals  if  produeed. 

TSs  Conneoticut  agent  to  give  an  order  in  Favour  of  Mr.  Oabome 
for  proonring  certified  Copies  of  any  of  the  Record  or  other  Docu- 
ments in  the  Slate  of  Conneoticut ;  and  that  certified  copies  from  the 
State  of  New  York  or  Pennsylvania  or  other  State  of  any  pabliek 
Becord  be  admitted  to  be  read. 

Admitted,  provided  it  be  mutual, 

ELIJAH  DYER.* 


Pees.  Mifflin  to  Oen.  KnoX|  1789. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  January  9th,  1789. 
Sir, 

OovemoT  St  Clair's  letter  of  July  4th,  and  the  Act  of  Congress 
of  August  the  12th,  1788,  were  laid  before  the  General  Assembly 
by  Council  on  the  sixth  of  September  last. 

It  appears  by  the  Journals  of  the  Legislature  that  on  the  eight  of 
September  they  were  referred  to  a  Committee  who  made  no  rqwrt 
to  the  last  assembly. 

The  Assembly  of  the  present  year,  have  not  taken  up  the 
business;  but  Council  will  Uy  before  them  at  their  next  session  in 
the  beginning  of  February,  your  letter  of  the  twenty-ninth  of 
December. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir^  with  great  Respect, 

your  most  obdt.  humb.  Servt., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN-t 
Directed^ 

Honble  Major  General  Enoz,  Secretary  at  War. 


BDOBT  of  COMMITTEIB  ON  ClAIM  OF  WM.   HABflLTON,  1789. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Examine  the  account  of  William 
Hamilton,  Esq'r,  for  Ground  rent  due  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  four  Lots  in  the  B.  of  Lancaster,  number,  viz. : — ^534, 
535, 58(5, 587 ;  whereon  the  Barracks  are  erected,  which  said  lots  were 
veeted  in  this  Commonwealth  by  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the 

*  The  foregoing  Ium  no  date— it  was  probably  submitted  at  the  trial  ftt 
Trenton ;  See  VoL  7L,  though  found  with  the  preceding  paper, 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  C41.    See  page  529  of  thii. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


26th  Feb.;  1780.  And  for  Oronnd  rent  of  two  other  Lots  in  tbe 
said  Borough;  namber;  yis.  :--*No.  664,  6d6|  whereon  the  Powder 
Magesine  ia  erected. 

Report  that  they  have  oonndered  the  same  together  with  the  0.  Q. 
remarks  thereon.  That  there  appean  are  overdiarge  of  one  year  in 
the  mid  neoomita  for  the  1irst  mentioned  4  lots.  And  tlM  a 
JMactioD  of  208.  Sterling.  Penn.  ongkt  to  be  made  in  the  tuiP 
other  Lots  I  yonr  eonmittee  having  regulated  tbemerirei  in  this' 
dednetion  by  a  printed  deed  partly  filled  np,  bat  not  eteenled  for' 
the  said  two  Lots,  reaerring  208.  tlefiintf  ^  aan.  genendly.  B«t  are 
neverthelees  at  a  lose  to  determine  whether  it  is  intended  to  veserve- 
20fl.  ^  ann.|  severaHy  on  8d.  Lots,  or  whether  it  was  intended  to 
oomprise  both  Lota  nnder  that  year  by  reservation. 

Under  these  oireomstanoes  yonr  Committee  are  of  opinion  thai 
Mr.  Hammilton's  eharp  after  dednoting  20s.  ^  ann.  from  the  am*' 
of  thoae  two  lots,  a  baknee  will  still  m  dne  «  payable  to  him  of  • 
£110  1  8.    They  theiefore  snbmit  the  following  xesoltttien. 

Besolved,  thai  Oonaoil  will  grant  a  warrant  on  the  Treasnrer  low* 
the  som  of  £110  1  8,  payable  to  the  said  William  Hammiltim/ 
Esq.,  agreably  to  the  Comptroller  .Generals  Beport  of  the  jronnd 
rents  doe  to  him  en  six  Lots  whereon  the  Barraoks  k  rowdes! 
Magasine  in  the  Borongh  of  Laneasler  are  evented.* 
Indoned, 

Mr.  Hamilton  Examine  Aet  of  Ass..  Report  Bead  Ist  time.  Tst' 
Jan.,  1789, 


SpH&Aiii  Douglass  to  Sko'y  BniDtU^  1789* 

Unbn  Town,  17th  Jan'j,  1789. 
Sir, 

Understanding  from  the  bearer  that  a  part  of  his  business  was  to 
collect  the  returns  of  elections  in  tbe  several  counties,  and  he  being: 
denied  by  circumstances  tbe  opportunity  of  receiving  an  answer  from 
the  sheriff,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  such  return,  I  take  the  liberty, 
for  the  satisfaction  of  Council  to  inform  you  that  no  election  has 
been  held  in  this  County  for  tbe  Election  of  Electors.  The  number 
of  persons  who  attended  on  that  day  was  not  sufficient  to  have  filled 
the  necessary  offices  of  such  an  election. 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  be, 

with  high  respect,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

EPHBAIM  DOUQLASS. 
Direeteffy 

Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  Council. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  614,  618,  646. 
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at        sflnrfflrLTAHiA/  MUBIVX8  trm.^ 

^  .    ..     ^  ImWJA  NlQphA  TO  SuCEfXAaT  SiBDLS,  1780. 

Work  boose,  20  Jaoj.  1789. 

t:  Gtoiie  0f  mj  fttandB  h^vo  inCotmed  ]b«  th«i  I  l»ie  htstt  jmwh 
QNWwnti  on  neooont  of  tJbe  diriiDciBa  of  fclie  woik  bouie  wkea 
iJiiAed  liy  W*  JixoeUeoej  and  oihMi  an  awmiy .  lo  atoid  bhae 
ilbtr#  I  affifirehepd  I  do  noi  justlj  nerife  i^  irill,  I  hope,  apokgiaa 
for  iQf  tfo^hliDg  j oa,  and  reqnaating  yoa  will  with  my  reapeola,  lay  (ha 
foilpmg  atitie  #f  tbe  eaae  befoK0  Ibe  Pmidant  and  HoiiUa.  ComeiL 
SiMa.  I  b«V0  been  in  my  preeant  ofioa»  Um  foooMit  tboao  ibc 
deeping  as  well  fi»  ibe  .eomwon  working  ane,  bave  been  regnlariy 
Bftopt-^y^mOcnuig  as  noon  as  ankraked,  but  tbe  propensity  of  the 
p«is»niiii|  tbe  women  partieolariy,  to  dirt  is  so  great  ib^  generally 
W^ibeen  iitUredib  dirty  in  an  boor  or  two  after,  to  prevent  wbicb 
I  bave  bflMk  udder  the  neoessity  of  keeping  tbe  former  locked  np'tiil . 
bf4  tMe^  as  -tt>  tbe  latUr,  from  Ibse  bosmess  to  wbicb  it  is  intended' 
kiiiiif^ifr  elesft  for  any  time^  is  impoesible,  geoenliy  fvom  fifteen 
t#.  twenty  women  ace  eonstently  confined  tboM,  ft  eo^kyed  in 
liekingi  oirdiogy  &  spinoing  wool,  backUag  4nd  spinning  flax,  dt 
ocoasionally  in  picking  eaknm>  wnsbing  &  cooking.  Ibeie  ia  an  ab* 
solute  necessity  of  keeping  tbeir  back  door  locked,  as  from  tbe  weak- 
ness of  Uie  aich  oyer  the  oommon  sewer  under  tbe  yard  tbe  women 
twio^  broke  throngb  it  &  sooie  escsped,  a  third  attempt  was  likewise 
made  but  frustrate,  &  as  tbe  breach  was  nearly  completed  &  not  yet 
repaired,  it  is  requisite  for  one  person  st  least  to  watch  them  when  the 
door  is  opened,  which  is  done  three  times  a  day  for  the  purpose  of 
throwing  out  their  water  &  taking  in  dean,  nor  is  the  above  the  only 
necessity  for  keeping  the  back  door  shut,  enumerating  them  would 
probably  trespass  too  much  on  the  leasure  of  the  Council,  but  if 
further' Jtafermiition  is  lequisite  I  shall  bave  tbe  honor  of  waiting  on 
them  when  convenient. 

'  I  hope  you  will  ezouse  this  trouble,  k  permit  me  to  assure  you 
tbttt  I  amy  Sir 

*♦     *  Tour  most  obed.  Serrt.^ 

\     ;       ^  LEWIS  NICOLA. 

i  ChulAiSiddle  Ssq.  Seoretary  to  tbe  E(onbl.  SxnoatiTo  Gooneil. 
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z  ..  Lak^b  Eris^  1789. 

To  the  HoDor^Ud  (be  Delegates  ift  Peiiyu9l?«i«bi»  . 
QM)tie«e]H 

'  Id  Ck>aneil,  PbUaddphk,  Jan.SB,  178».    * 

Aodf  ew  Etllioott'  Siqiiire  whtf  is  appointed  by  tbe  Gec^gvapher  0«i)«^ 
Til  of  tho  Qnitsd  States  to  van  the  line  beHween  the  weeteni  boandaty 
of  the  State  of  New  Yof k  and  tiie  late  purchase  made  by  this  Slat^' 
of  Congrett  of  a  Tnet  ai  Land  lying  on  the  south  of  Lake  Ens,  lias 
spirited  to  the  Ezecutrfo  Oounoil  of  this  fitsie,  etatiag  some  diffi^ 
oolties-whieh  he  apprehends  may  probably  attend  the  exeentlon'Of  tiialh 
Bosinefle. 

CouDcil  have  thought  it  ezpedkot  pre?ions  to  their  taking  anyi 
nmundrea  to.erpttfiletfao  ooupletion  of  this  work^  to  wiUe  toibe 
delegates  to  know  what. steps  or  if  any  have  been  token  by  Oongreaas 
tm  ebtein  leave  from  the  Govevnor  of  Canada  or  the  OomoiandaBh! 
at  .for  the  Oeogtapher  General,  or  any  person  nnder  IneafM) 
peintmezit  to*  go  within  the  British  settlements  or  lines  to  tmdEaths^ 
Moessary  observations  to  enable  him  te  begin  and  earry  kita  esecw 
tfton  the  h^ing  off  the  Traet  of  Oomt^y  aforesaid.  i 

I  have  the  lonor  Qentlemen  to  be, 

your  obed.  &  very  humble  Servt.  , 

GBQBGBROfiSy  V.P.*    » 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  281.] 


PmnoN  o»  SsKPHXit  Jankims  vo  Coraour— Wyobumq^  1789' 

'  -To  bis  Bxcelleney  the  President'  and  the  Honorable  the  8tprette> 
Bbieentive  Counoil,  of  tbe  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  Steven  Jenkins,  a  distressed  langnishibg  Prisoner^ 
in  the  Jaol  of  the  County  of  Lu;ierne,  most  hambly  showeth, 

That  your  Petitioner  since  the  month  of  November  last,  has  been 
conflbed  within  the  walls  of  this  cold  and  unconifortable  Prison, 
conformably  to  a  decree  made  and  passed  by  the  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  GeneralJaol  delivenr^  in  the  month  and  Comity  afeire* 
said  on  conviction  of  a  Riot,  assault  and  Battery,  and  false  imprison- 
ment of  the  Person  of  llmothy  Pickering,  Esquire. 

Soon  after  which  sentence  your  Petitioner,  (with  others  under 
like  circumstances;  presented  his  prayer  to  your  consideration  de- 
siring the  interposition  of  Council  in  remitting  all  or  such  part  of 
your  Petitioner's  sentence  as  to  your  honorable  Board  should  seem 
proper,  But  you  Petitioner  has  found  no  relief. — He  is  still  confined 

♦  He  was  Elected  Vice  President  in  room  of  D.  Redick,  Nov.  6,  1788. 
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and  wasting  a  oonstitution  wbich  he  wishes  to  preserve  for  the  use 
and  sapport  of  a  large  and  helpless  family. 

These  with  other  motives  excite  year  Petitioner,  however  nnsao- 
oessful  he  was  in  his  former  Petition  to  address  your  honorable 
Board  ^^in  fov  relief  in  the  premises. 

Yonr  Petitioner  as  he  stated  in  his  former  Petitioni  was  m  eatiy 
appseheaded  in  the  last  season  on  sospicion  of  aiding  the  Biot,  thai 
he  had  no. time  in  whioh  he  eonld  make  any  provision  for  his  Emilys 
Sttbsistaneey  either  for  this  winter  or  the  ensuing  summer,  in  ooose- 
qnenoo  of  which  they  are  in  uncomfortable  oiynmstanoes. 

Your  Petitioner  would  further  suggest  that  should  he'  be  obliged 
to  languish  out  the  six  months  in  confinement,  in  obedienoe  to  the 
sentence  of  Gonrt,  that  the  spring  season  will  be  so  iar  elapsed  as  to 

Ereclnde  the  possibility  of  his  making  any  arrangements  thai  might 
e  eondnoive  to  his  own  or  his  &milys  convenienoe. 
Your  Petitioner  would  beg  leave  further  to  observe,  thai  before 
the  date  of  the  proclamation  offering  a  reward  to  thoee  who 
should  aeonre  any  Person  in  the  Riot  ooncemed— 4e  was  in  the 
enstody  <Kf  the  authority  and  was  assured  by  the  samCi  on  hia 
nlsdging  his  honor  that  he  would  come  any  time  at  their  desire,  that 
he  never  should  be  harrassed  with  men  under  arms,  or  be  bronght 
from  his  family  by  the  force  of  the  same— Gonseqnently  he  renaoned 
at  home  on  his  parole,  until  a  party  by  the  authority  of  the  procla- 
mation, broneht  him  down  and  confined  him  in  the  Jaol  aforesaid. 
Upon  CouDoiTs  conviction  of  the  truth  of  this,  your  Petitioner  thinks 
those  who  make  pretensions  to  the  reward  are  not  entitled  to  it^  nor 
are  Council  obliged  to  give  it  them.  This  being  tried,  your  Pe- 
titioner most  earnestly  implores  the  mercy  of  Council  in  remitting 
the  fine  as  also  the  confinement.  Thoroughly  convioced  that  the  end 
of  punishments  is  to  reclaim,  and  that  it  is  not  the  wishes  of  those  in 
pNOWer,  to  continue  severity  when  this  end  is  answered — your  Pe- 
titioner with  humble  confidence  flatters  himself  after  taking  into 
oomideration  hb  truly  deplorable  condition  and  his  sincere  penltenoo 
of  the  crime  lor  which  he  stands  committed  that  Council  will  rigidlj 
eiUend  relief  to  him  in  the  premises. 
And  as  in  duty  bound, 
your  Petitioner  will  ever  pray, 

STEPHEN  JENKINS. 
Wilksbarre  Jaol,  Jan.  24th,  1789. 

*  See  CoL  Rec„  Vol,  XYI.,  p.  4, 
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Tenoh  Coxi  to  Pres.  Mifflin — Erie,  1789. 

Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  writiDg  joa  »  very  few  lines  shortly  after  my 
arrivah  Mr.  Gorham  having  arr'd  since,  we  have  five  states,  and 
every  reason  to  expect  there  will  be  seven  in  a  week  or  ten  days. 

The  State  of  New  York  have  not  yet  appointed  Senators;  aor 
does  it  appear  probable  they  will  appoint  this  Session.  The  day  of 
electing  Bepresentatives,  I  am  assured  is  fixed  on  the  2d  Tuesday  in 
March  :  as  the  Government  is  appointed  to  meet  on  the  4th,  they, 
probably  will  be  some  days  unrepresented  in  the  house  rep's.  This 
may  be  favourable  to  the  removal  of  Congress. 

In  a  conversation  last  Niffht  with  Mr.  Gorham,  I  find  he  and  Mr. 
Philips,  who  purchased  of  Massachusetts,  all  the  lands  between  the 
line  of  pre-emption  and  the  western  bounds  of  New  York,  are  of 
opinion  that  the  words  of  the  New  York  cession  to  Congress  do  not 
operate  a  transfer  of  the  lands  cast  of  Erie  to  Congress,  and  of 
course  that  the  jurisdiction  "remains  in  New  York  and  that  the 

Property  b  vested  in  them  under  the  grant  of  New  York  to 
[assachusetts — 'Tis  certain  that  the  grant  or  cession  of  New  York 
discovers  a  considerable  deficiency  of  Geographical  information, 
which  you  will  easily  see,  Sir,  by  recurring  to  it  The  substance  is 
that  New  York  is  to  continue  her  South  Tine  along  our  North  line 
to  the  end  of  the  latter  and  so  far  hei/ond  it  as  to  throw  a  particular 
part  of  the  Western  Waters  (the  western  Bend  of  Lake  Ontario,) 
20  miles  east  of  a  line  to  be  run  from  the  extremity  of  the  South 
line  aforesaid  to  the  45th  degree  of  N.  Latitude.  It  is  now  ascer- 
tained, that  the  20  miles  east  of  the  place  in  contemplation  will  be 
contained  within  a  line  that  will  fall  far  on  this  side  Erie— The 

Jnestion  will  be,  what  will  be  the  Consequence  of  this  geographical 
Srror  7  My  opinion  on  a  slieht  examination  is,  that  it  will  leave 
our  purchase  good.  Mr.  Gorham  seems  desirous,  if  the  law  proves 
^eirs  to  sell  to  Pennsylvania,  but  it  is  necessary  that  we  remember 
their  doctrine  deprives  us  of  the  Jurisdiction,  for  New  York  most 
probably  will  not  part  with  it.  I  think  it  proper  to  add  further 
that  Mr.  Gorham  raised  a  question,  whether  the  grant  of  the 
Jurisdiction  to  Penns'a  by  Congress  was  valid.  These  loose  hints. 
Sir,  upon  so  important  a  point  are  not  fit  in  form,  at  least,  for  the 
public  Eye,  but  it  is  necessary,  that  yon,  and  the  other  superior 
characters  in  our  government  should  be  apprixed  of  the  difficulty 
which  is  attempted  to  be  raised. 

The  purchase  made  of  the  Indians  by  Mr.  Gorham  ft  Co.,  (part 
of  their  whole  purchase  of  the  state)  begins  at  our  82d  mile  stone, 
and  runs  along  our  N.  line  to  the  124th,  and  then  runs  due  N.  to 
the  great  Fork  of  the  Genesee  river.  The  tract  of  country  is  about 
42  miles  E.  &  W.,  &  about  70  miles  N.  &  S.,  computed  to  contain  2 
millions  of  acres,  divided  into  Townships  of  6  miles  Squares  about 
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one  hundred  in  number.  Of  tliese  Town^hipe  85  are  sold  lying  on 
the  N.  E.  quarter  principallji  the  remainder  being  on  the  Genesee 
River.  Those '  on  our  line  are  yet  unsold:  It  appears  clear  to  me 
that  the  most  accessible  Market  for  tfiis  part  of  their  purchase  must 
be  down  the  Tiogft,  which  renders  the  settlement  of  that  country  a 
benefioial  thing  to  us  in  regard  to  commerce;  as  it  evidently  is  also 
in  regard  to  defence  from  the  Indians.  They  sell  in  spede  from 
144  to  18d.  lawful  ^  acre,  with  the  Townships  only  run  oat,  so 
&at  the  expenee  of  subdividing  remains. 

'  Tbe  accounts  of  the  situation  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
renders  his  death,  at  this  moment,  highly  probable,  and  his  restora- 
tion'to  any  vigor  of  mind  or  body  (if  he  should  live,)  almost  im- 
possible. A  dropsical  disease,  accompanyed  with  symptoms  of 
esoessive  taint  in  his  blood,  and  with  disorder  in  his  mind,  baa 
invaded  his  whole  muscular  system.  The  derangement  of  the 
fbndsi  of  England,  whose  public  credit  has  been  most  ingeniously 
atad  wonder^lly  extended,  as  her  debts  became  alarminglv  great, 
af^ears  to  me  a  very  probable  Consequence  of  a  change  of  Kings 
with  its  usual  consequences  a  change  of  Ministers,  principles  and 
jETyiBteme.  By  letters  of  the  21st  of  Novem.,  from  Bristol,  the 
K^tish  King  was  not  dead  at  that  time. 
I  have  the  honor  of  being, 

very  respectfully,  your 

Excellency's  most  obedt. 

&  most  humble  Servant., 

TENCH  COXE.* 
New  York,  26th  Jan'y,  1789. 


D&.  Bush  to  P&bs.  Miyflin,  1789. 

GcntlemeUi 

.  Having  received  lately  in  small  subscriptions  in  Pennsylvania 
certificates  for  Dickinson  College,  I  am  iBduoed  by  the  ej^^erienoe  of 
past  favors  to  that  institution  from  your  hon'ble  body^  to  j^queat  an 
order  from  you,  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  State  for  the  amount  of 
half  an  years  interest  due  upon  them  in  October  last.  Your  com* 
pliance  with  this  request  will  be  highly  acceptable  to  the  friends  of 
the  CoUegCi  &  confer  fresh  obligations  upon,  Gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

BENJ'N  BUSH, 
The  interest  now  requested  will  be  under  £16  0  0. 
.  January  28;  1789. 
IHrwtedy 

His  Excellency  the  President,  &  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  pages  809,  3ia 

t  See  Col.  Roc,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  C54. 
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TitfoCHY  PI0KSEIN6  TO  Pbmedbnt  KnntK,  1789. 

Wilkeeborongh,  Jan'y  29. 1789. 
Kr. 

Mattbifts  Hollenbaeh  Esqaire  bas  just  informed  me  tbat  applica^ 
tion  bas  been  made  to  bim  about  appointing  an  election  of  a  JQStice 
of  tbe  peace  in  tbis  town.  I  observed  to  bim  tbat  Council  must 
preTiousIy  grant  permission  for  it.  I  tberefore  now  beg  leave  to 
suggest  tbe  matter  for  tbe  consideration  of  Council.  I  baa  some  time 
time  since  tbougbt  of  doing  it,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  wbicb  bad 
repeatedly  occurred  in  assembling  justices  enough  to  bold  an  Orphans* 
court,  but  on  reading  tbe  last  law  on  tbe  subject,  passed  the  20th  of 
February  1788,  it  appeared  uncertain 'whether  the  difficulty  would 
be  removed,  for  this  district  in  which  Wilkesborougb,  tbe  county 
town,  is  situate,  is  upwards  of  50  miles  long ;  and  the  additional 
justice  might  be  elected  80  miles  from  it  Bat  on  examining  tbe 
preceding  law,  passed  the  4th  of  Mareb  1786, 1  find  the  county  toton 
nay  have  two  justice^  within  it|  whenever  the  president  in  Council 
sball  think  proper  to  grant  tbe  same.  And  that  you  may  be  possessed 
of  the  necessary  data  in  the  present  ca6e,  I  beg  leave  to  remdrk — That 
thifl  county  is  about  120  miles  in  length — that  'tis  divided  only  into 
three  districts,  in  each  of  which  there  have  been  two  justices  of  tb^ 
peaoe  ogmmissioDed,  altho  at  this  time  there  are  but /our  in  tbe  oountyy 
two  having  resigned :  That  in  the  first  district,  (extending  from  Tagues 
creek  to  Nesoopeck,  a  length  of  50  miles,  or  more)  tbe  two  justices 
dwell  in  the  township  of  Wilkesborougb,  tho'  one  only  lives  in  tho 
iovmy  in  the  Pennsvlvania  sense  of  the  word,  that  is,  in  tbat  part  of 
the  township  which  was  laid  out  in  lots  for  the  fflte  of  a  town;  in 
wbicbHbere  is  a  public  square,  where  the  new  England  people  former* 
ly  erected  their  court  bouse  &jail,&  where  the  present  court  bouse  & 
juil  of  tbe  county  have  lately  been  built : — Tbat  in  the  second  district 
(of  like  extent  with  the  first)  the  only  justice  in  commission  lives  in 
Kingston  township,  and  about  4  or  5  miles  from  Wilkesboro',  on  tbe 
opposite  side  of  the  river ;  and  that  of  tbe  two  candidates  for  tbe 
Taoant  office  of  justice  in  the  district,  one  lives  in  Kingston,  and  about 
a  mile  from  Wilkesborougb,  and  tbe  other  in  Plymouth,  &  about  four 
miles  from  Wilkesboro': — Tbat  the  nearest  justice  in  tbe  8d  district 
lives  50  miles  from  hence;  and  the  candidates  for  the  vacant  office  in 
Ibe  district  live,  one  about  80;  tbe  other  about  84  miles  from  Wilkes- 
boro'. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  tbat  there  may  be  four  justices  of 
ibe  peace;  of  whose  residences  the  most  distant  will  be  but  four  oif 
five  miles  from  the  county  town  :  but  as  Mr.  Hollenbaeh  (the  justiccf 
residing  here  in  the  (own)  has  observed,  his  business  frequentlj^ 
obliges  him  to  be  absent  several  weeks  together,  t  sometimes  thre^ 
dr  four  months;  and  at  such  times  tbe  inability  to  attend  of  a  single 
justice  suspends  the  business  of  the  Orphans'  court,  and  of  any  special 
Sessions  of  tbe  peace. 
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Should  it  be  thongki  proper  to  grant aaother  justioe  fbr  the  coun^- 
totDHy  it  will  be  very  neoessary  for  Oounoil  to  define  in  the  grant,  the 
meaDiDg  of  the  woid  county-town^  to  prevent  disputes  axuoDg  the 
eleotors.  What  in  Pennaylvania  are  called  iownMp$,  in  aev 
England  are  commonly  called  towns;  &  possessing  these  ideas,  aome 
people  in  Kingston  supposed  the  present  court-house  &  jail  might 
have  been  built  there,  because,  by  the  law,  it  was  to  be  erected  in 
some  conyenient  place  *'in  or  near  Wilkesburg,''  under  which  name 
they  imagined  the  entire  township  was  comprehended. — In  the  law 
for  erecting  the  county  of  Luzerne  (passed  SeptV  25, 1786)  this  town 
is  called  Wilkeshurg,  &  in  the  first  supplement  to  that  law  Wilkes- 
hirough :  but  I  find  the  name  originally  given  to  it  by  the  new 
England  people,  and  which  appears  in  their  records,  is  WWces  Barre^ 
by  which  name  they  designated  not  only  the  town^  but  the  towmhip 
of  five  miles  square. 

I  have  the  honoar  to  be, 

very  respecfully,  sir, 
your  most  obedH  servant 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
Directed^ 

,  His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.,  President  of  Pennsxlvania 


Tenoh  Coxb  to  Pres.  Mifflin— Erie,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  addition  to  the  letter  Council  will  receive  from  our  delegation, 
I  think  it  may  be  useful  to  give  you  some  further  information.  As 
there  is  not  yet  a  Congress,  and  there  is  not  a  certainty  of  {seven 
states,  I  would  submit  the  propriety  of  applying  to  the  Secy,  for 
foreign  affairs  to  write  to  the  Governor  of  Canada,  for  permission 
to  enter  the  British  country  to  make  the  necessary  astronomical 
observations,  &  for  information  whether  Mr.  EUicott  can  have  the 
necessary  supplies  of  provisions,  boats  &c.,  from  the  British  posts. 
Mr.  Gorman  of  Massachusetts,  who  is  among  the  purchasers  of  the 
cession  of  property  by  New  York,  to  that  State,  is  of  opinion  that 
difficulties  might  arise  if  our  Geographers  name  (Capt.  Hutohins  and 
Jonson)  should  appear,  as  ho  is  considered  by  them  in  the  light  of  an 
officer  leaving  their  service  in  time  of  war.  It  may  bo  well  there- 
fore if  any  thing  should  prevent  Mr.  EUicotts  going,  to  keep  this 
Circumstance  in  mind.  I  find  among  the  papers  of  Congress  an 
application  from  Capt.  Hutcbins  to  them  in  June  last,  to  take  up 
this  Business,  which  would  have  been  done  in  a  few  days,  but  when 
our  delegates  were  prepared,  there  ceased  to  be  a  qi}orum  of  States. 
The  delay  of  this  matter  till  the  new  Government  meets,  will  throw 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


vmmsihYAmA  abohitsb  nss.         Mt 

il  into  tbe  freat  Maas  of  objecia  thai  will  g6  lefim  them.  I  tfaerei 
fora  tbiok  it ,  wiU  be  verj  proper  that  we  apply  to  Mr.  Stkjf  il 
oouocil  approve  the  step  without  the  leaat  delay.  From  a  'Variety 
of  Tory  important  considerations  re^ctfaig  the  western  Territories 
of  the  United  Statea^  I  wbald  strongly  reoommend'to  the  Ooveni- 
meiit  of  PemisyUaiiia,  the  intersection  of  the  Gonnty  of  Northum- 
berland by  a  land  &  water  communcation*  leading  to  lake  Biie  thia 
year.  This  improvement  is  in  itself  so  proper  and  neeeasary  that  it 
should  be  done  on  that  ground  alone,  but  the  probable  Qourse  of 
Events  in  the  South  western  country;  renders  it  highly  advisable  to 
ibove  in  it  this  spring. 

I  am  dear  Sir, 
your  affectionale  ktetpeott  servt. 

TENCH  COXBu 
New  York,  1st  Feb.  1789. 


DSLKOATES  IN  O0NOBB88  XO  PbES*    M  IITLIN;  1789. 

New  York,  Febry.  2d,  1789. 
Sir, 

We  have  been  honoured  with  a  communication  from  the  B^seoativQ 
Goundl  of  the  23d  Ultimo. t 

The  same  Ideas  were  suggested  by  the  Geographer  last  aioamer, 
but  no  measures  were  adopted  by  Congress  to  &cilita4a  the  oom* 
plelion  of  that  survey. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  very  great  regard,  your  most  obedient 
and  humble  servants, 

JAMES  R.  REID, 
TENCH  COXE. 
Directed, 
The  hjonourable  George  Boss,  Esquire. 


WABDBR8T0  Pbkb.  MinuK,  1789. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  desire,  I  have  the  Honor  of  endoaing  you  aif 
Estimate  of  the  yearly  Ezpenoe  of  two  Watchmen,  &o.,  for  two 
Lamps,  as  also  the  cost  of  two  lamps,  &c.  The  Board  of  Wardeoa 
will  have  no  objection  to  appoint  the  Men  and  keep  the  whole 
under  the  City  regulations ;  as  they  pay  in  Specie  the  repayment  of 
the  Ezpence  will  be  expected  regularly  and  in  the  same  kind  of 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XY.,  p.  669. 
t  See  page,  687. 
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Qwejr.  If  the  HoAri  titose  Mmi  are  to  eofithme  on  lb«ir  6taii<b 
fthould  differ  from  those  of  tlie  City  Wateb^  th«j  no  doabt  will 
•zpoei  for  ther  compensatioa. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

•    Tonr  Bzee^leiiey  obed.  hble.  Seirt. 

WM.  OOTBTT. 
IHreeiedf 

His  Bzeelloney,  Thomaa  Miffihi  Bsq.^ 
Pebroarj  8d,  1789. 


Estimate  of  the  Expeoce  of  two  Watobmeni  two  Lamps  &a, 
Ihr  the  State  Bouse^ 
2   Watchman,  458  ^  mon  is  ^  ann.  '  £  54  00 

2    great  Goats  in  2  years — for  1  year  is  212 

Cotton  wick,  ^  ann.  *  5 

26  OalloBB  of  Straiiied  oU»  for  2  Lanpa,  ^  ann. 
Lighting  2  Lamps  '^  anm. 


Spede. 
-£6315  0 


2  Lamps  &  Ladder, 

PoaU,  fto., 

Oil  Pot,  Flams,  Lanthem,  &c , 

2  Watchman's  Staves, 

2  Watoh  Honses,  Locks,  &c., 

Ibr  the  Trecuury. 
1  Watchman  45s,  ^m. 
1  Great  Coat  2  yrs.  1  yr. 
Lighting  one  Lamp, 


E15   6  0 


29  10  0 
108100 


Beport  or  CoMHrrrsx  on  SscaKiNa  Public  Rxoobds,  1789. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  securing  the  Public 
Keoords,  agreeable  to  a  late  Act  of  Assembly,  offer  the  following. 
That  a  Contract  be  made  with  the  City  Wardens  to  fttrnish  a  suffi- 
eient  nnmber  of  Watchmen  (and  lamps  if  necessary)  to  guard  the 
pnblie  records  ft  papers  in  the  State  Ifouse  and  both  wings  thereof, 
with  ^e  buildings,  and  likewise  the  public  Treasury  5  and  that  as 
soon  as  the  aboTc  proposed  contract  is  made,  and  the  effect  thereof 
in  full  operation,  the  Invalid  corps  now  imbodied  for  the  above  pur- 
poses be  disbanded. 
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South  Carolina^  1789. 

Id  Council, 

PhiladelphU;  Febroftrj  7tk,  ;178^ 

Sir,       .     . 

'  ^ppKoatioD  haa  been  made  to  tbe  CoudciI  of  this  State  on  tbft 
part  of  tbe  Ma^atrates  of  the  County  of  Dauphin^  to  obtain  frook 
tbe  office  of  tbe  Ordinary  of  Charles-Town  district,  an  Original  papei*^ 
which  appears  to  baye  been  receiyed  and  acted  upon  as  the  Will  of 
a  certain  Simpson  Harris,  deceased,  bj  Qeorge  Abbott  Hall,  Ordi- 
nary of  the  said  district,  on  the  thirteenth  of  January,  Anno  Domini, 
1753.  ' 

Actions  are  now  dependiog  in  the  said  <]!o«nly  of  Daajphin,  in 
which  this  Original  paper  will  be  material  eyidence,  as  WitneaseQ 
baye  appeared  to  proye  that  the  said  paper  b  a  forgery. 

Should  your  Excellency  thinly  it  proper  to  order  ihe  paper  wufted 
to  be  transmitted  to  me  by  the  conyeyance  of  the  Post  Office,  care 
shall  be  taken  to  return  it  free  of  charge  after  the  Tryal. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

yonr  Bxceirys  most  obt.  &  most  h'U  seryaat. 


OoMiUTTSB  OP  Wats  ahd  Mbans  xo  Pusuxuit  MmxiWi  1799. 

8irr 

IhB  Qmieral  Assembly  haying  vefenred  that  pari  of  the  Message 
of  Council  which  respects  the  payment  of  pensiooeni  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ways  &  Means— it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  bo  yery 
Qsefttl  to  that  Committee  to  baye  a  oonferenoe  with  a  Committee  of 
Council  on  that  &  other  aubjeota  respecting  the  reyenue. 

If  Council  shall  think  proper  to  appoint  a  Committee,. we  will 
attend  them  at  any  time  they  may  think  best— tho'  if  it  is  on  an 
efternoon  or  eyening  it  will  interfere  leas  with  the  businees  of  the 
Hoose,  To  ayoid  form  &  ceremony,  I  haye  yentnred  to  propose  this 
method  without  the  Interyenttoa  of  the  House,  bnti  sabmit  to  your 
better  Judgement  as  to  the  propriety,  &  am 
BespeotfuUty,  Sir, 

yr.  most  h'ble  seryt, 

IHOS.  FITZ8IMM0NS, 
Chairman  Committee  W.  k  M. 
Monday,  9th  Feby.,  1789. 
Dirtetedf 
His  BxoeUeney^  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq. 

•  Bee  CoL  Rsa,  Vol.  ZYL,  p.  2. 
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Me  FMNSTLYAMIA  AKtiBIVBS  1789. 

DnoBmxoir  or  Powi>m  Maoazihs,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  Magazine  is  in  length  nearly  North  and  South  thirty  &▼« 
feet,  and  in  breadth  sixteen  feet,  measured  on  the  inside ;  the  height 
of  the  Wall  seven  feet  &  eight  inches.  Under  the  floor  the  whole 
length  of  the  building,  and  I  judge  about  a  foot  from  the  ground, 
there  appears  a  wall  on  which  the  Sleepers  rest  crosswajs  of  the 
huildittg,  those  sleepers  are  many  of  them  decayed,  by  which  means 
the  floor  is  much  settled,  yet  it  is  no  ways  damp. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  mostobedt.  servt., 

JOSEPH  STILES,  S.  G.  Mag. 
Phllada.,  11th  Feb.,  1789. 
Directed, 

fioBoraUa  James  Reed,  Esqr.      ^ 


RiOOED  INT  CaOKT  AGAINST  AaKON  KlLBUBN— WYOMNG,  1789. 

I  certify  that  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  general  Oaol 
Delivery  held  at  Wilkcsborough  for  the  County  of  Luzerne  the 
fimrtb  .day  of  November  last,  Aaron  Kilbourne  late  of  the  sud 
County  yeoman,  was  indicted  arraigned  and  convicted  by  his  own 
confession  of  having  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June  last,  at  Wilkes- 
boroogh  in  the  said  County  with  Airce  and  arms  to  wit:  with  Quna, 
Knives,  &  Tomahawks  unlawfully,  riotously,  and  routously  asembled 
iliih  a  Bumber  of  other  persons,  and  gathefred  themselves  together 
to  diatuib  the  peace  of  the  commonwealth,  and  so  being  assembled 
together  of  having  made  an  assault  on  Timothy  Pickering  Esquire, 
and  hia  the  said  Timothy  Pickering  Esquire  then  and  there  unlaw- 
fully beat  and  ill  toeoted  bound  with  Cords  imprisoned  and  of  his 
natural  liberty  deprived,  and  of  having  unlawfully,  riotously,  and- 
routously  and  against  the  will  of  the  said  Timothy  taken  and 
cenveyed  away  the  said  Timothy  into  lone  and  desert  places  in  the 
said  County  and  him  the  said  Timothy  then  and  therein  the 
said  lone  and  desert  places  in  the  said  County  from  the  day  aforesaid 
until  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  in  the  same  year,  bound  with  Chains 
and  exposed  to  the  Inclemency  of  the  weather,  unlawfully,  riotouslj, 
&  rqutottsly  kept,  imprisoned  and  detained  with  a  seditious  Intention 
to  compel  and  procure  the  discharge  and  Release  from  Oaol  of  one 
John  Franklin  then  lately  before  arrested  &  committed  to  the  Oaol 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  for  High  Treason,  and  that 
it  was  thereupon  considered  by  the  said  Court  that  the  said  Aaron 
Kilbourne  should  be  imprisoned   for  the  space  of  one   Calender 
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moiilkui  ike  oMmnoQ  Qaal  Hf  Lwoarotf  Gomtj  pftj  tfe  Ootto  oC  fth# 
prooecttUoQ  aod  in  the  nean  time  remain  io  the  SiierifiTa  CoBtody. 
WitneM  mj  Hand,  this  12th  February,  1789. 

EDWARD  BURD.  Prot.  Sup.  Ct  * 


CoMMixTEB  or  AssBMBiiT  TO  Pbx8.  Mijtfun  1789. 

Wednesday,  February,  18th,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  General  Assembly  having  appointed  Messrs.  Wynkoop, 
Thomas,  Brodhead,  Piper  &  myself  a  Committee  to  consider  the 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  at  War  &  A<3t  of  Congress  of  12th  August 
transmitted  to  the  House  with  the  message  from  your  hon'ble.  board, 
nave  instructed  them  to  confer  with  Council  on  the  subject.  Tour 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Committee  at  what  Time  it 
will  be  conyenient  te  Council  to  receive  them. 
I  am  Sir, 
your  £xoell/s  very  obdt.  Servt 

W.  ROBINSON,  JuN.f 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin  Esquire.^ 


Gertifigats  of  Supbsme  Coubt,  case  of  S.  MhiXs,  1789. 

I  certify  by  order  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn.'* 
aylvania,  to  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Kxeoative  Council  of 
Pennsylvania,  that  at  a  Supreme  Court  held  at  Philadelphia,  the  first, 
day  of  October  last,  before  the  said  Justices,  an  appeal  of  Samuel  Miles 
Esquire,  from  the  settlement  of  his  account  by  the  Comptroller. 
General  and  approved  of  by  the  Honorable  Council,  the  Record 
whereof  had  been  transmitted  by  them  to  the  said  Supreme  Court 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  the  said  Samuel  Miles  Esquire  a  trial  by 
Jury  respecting  his  said  account,  was  accordingly  tried  by  a  Jury . 
of  the  Country,  and  a  verdict  given  by  them  in  favor  of  the  aaid 
Samuel  Miles  Esquire,  to  wit,  that  the  state  afsd.  was  indebted  to 
the  said  Samuel  Miles  Esquire,  upon  a  settlement  of  the  said  account 
in  Specie,  the  sum  of  ninety-three  pounds  and  six  pence,  and 
Reasons  being  filed  by  the  Attorney  General  for  a  new  trial  the 
consideration  thereof  was  adjourned  to  January  Term  last,  and  that 
upon  argument  on  the  twenty  second  day  of  January  last,  the  ver- 


*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  11. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  8. 
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^Mt  ifovinil  wta  wnflkwed  bv  the  aaid  eevH  M^  Ihti  il  Mi  MM- 
udcved  by  tbe  said  ooartthftt  the  said  Sftttvel  Milcto.  fidqvire,  mn 
iDtitled  to  receive  the  iaid  Mm  of  •  money  in.  ap^tie  in  tbe  same 
maaner  that  other  specie  aceoaota  are  settled  by  the  state,  together 
with  the  further  sum  of  thirteen  pounds  eight  shillings  and  eight 
pence  the  costs  of  suit 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
seal  of  the  said  Supreme  Court  at  Philadelphia  the  twelfth  day  of 
February  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  MDGGLXXXDC. 

EDW.  BURD,  Pro.  Sup.  Court. 


C.  J.  BftEASiiT  or  N.  J.,  TO  Pres.  MmuN,  1789. 

4 

Trenton,  14  February,  1789. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  was  honored  to-day  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  12th 
instant. 

Early  in  the  yekr  1780,  a  correspondence  commenced  between 
Chief  Justice  McKean  and  myself,  respecting  the  removal  of  persons 
charged  with  crimes  from  one  State  to  another.  At  that  time  the 
necessity  of  settling  a  rule  respecting  the  business  almost  every  day 
occured,  and  Mr.  McKean  advised  that  the  State  where  the  offence 
was  committed  should  be  at  the  trouble  and  expence  of  removing 
the  Prisoner.  In  consequence  of  which  I  applied  to  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  they  being  then  in  session,  and  obtained  a  Law  for 
that  purpose,  which  passed  the  17th  day  of  March  1780. 

By  which  either  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  court  is  autho- 
rised ^<  To  issue  a  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  the  Sheriff 
'^  df  the  County  Ifhere  the  offence  is  alledged  to  have  been  com- 
'^  mitted,  who  is  required  to  pay  obedience  thereto  authorizing  and 
^*  requiring  the  said  Sheriff  to  make  application  to  the  Executive 
*'  officer,  or  to  the  Chief  Justice  or  other  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
^' of  the  state  where  such  persons,  guilty  of,  or  charged  with.  Treason, 
^^' Felony  or  other  high  Misdemeanor,  shall  be  apprehended  or  con- 
^' fined,  for  an  endorsment  of  the  said  warrants,  and  therefore  to  make 
^^  demand  of,  and  receive  such  offender,  or  supposed  offender,  of  the 
,  **  Sheriff,  Gaoler,  or  other  persons  having  him  in  custody,  and  him 
'^  safely  to  bring  before  the  said  Justice,''  &c.  The  act  also  autho- 
rises the  Justice,  who  shall  issue  the  warrant,  to  draw  upon  the 
Treasury  for  the  expences  attending  the  Execution  of  it.  We  have 
always  pursued  the  mode  prescribed  in  this  law,  in  New  Jersey, 
our  Governor  not  being  authorized  by  any  law,  to  send  a  Sheriff 
out  of  the  state,  or  pay  him  for  his  trouble.    We  have  considered 

♦  Col.  Bee.,  XVL  p.  4. 
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Aftt^partcf  Ae  ibtioliaof  ifcrnftdpnCon  irlifchiTtejM^  ihis.ilii«k«r 
as  lONvlj  dMigned  id  |^QTiBiit..oii&  State  from  giving  pioitfQt\#iitl» 
offenders  from  sd  other^  an^  tlmt  tke  piftmra  tkemn  giyen  to  the 
Ezeoatives,  are  nat  necessary  to '  be  exeroisQd  in  ordinary  oases. 
Howeyer  to  prevent  a  failure  of  jastioe  in  this  o^ise,  application  is 
msde  to  Ooyerbor  LiyingstoD,*  who  will  doubtless  send  his  Beqai- 
sition  for  AUen^  who  is  diarffed  with  a  most  atrocious  Forgery. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 
with  perfeet  esteem^  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  humble  seryantj 

DAVID  BREARLY. 

Directed^ 

His  E;coelIeno^2  Thomas  Mifflin^  Bsquirc;  Presideut  of  PennsyV 
Vania,  Philadelpnia.  ^ 

Honored  by  Abraham  Hunt,  Esq.; 


Col.  John  FaANKiiiN  to,Pebs.  Mutijn,  1789» 

Philadelphia  Goal,  Feb.  17th,  1789,  . 
Sir, 

I  faav4»  a  long  time  been  anxious  to  be  brought  to  a  tryal  or  other- 
wise to  be  Liberated' on  BaiJk^I  haye  lately  had  a  flattering  expeetation 
that  the  latter  would  take  place,  I  stall  retain  a  hope-^ut  fa^w  long 
I  shall  remain  Prisoner,  Is  yet  hid  from  mine  eyes* 

'  I  wish  to  aymd  complaints  as  much  as  possible  and  to  endure  my 
4X>nfinement  with  all  the  patience  and  fortitude  that  I  am  master  <^ 
but  I  have  to  regret  that  more  than  sixteen  months  Imprisonment 
hk  a  place' strange  to  me,  remote  from  my  friends^  has  redmsed  me 
;to  indigent  civoumstances,  and  renders  mo  whcdly  imable  to  mak^ 
any  proyision  for  my  own  support. 

It  is  now  six  weeks  since  I  came  last  to  this  place  from  Easton.  It 
has  not  been  in  my  power  to  Provide  such  Clotbing'and  Coyering  as  is 
necessary  to  guard  asainst  the  Inclemency  of  the  season,  which  makes 
the  article  of  firewood  the  mors  necessary,  that  as  no  proyision  is  made 
for  me  in  that  way.  I  haye  since  last  committed  to  this  place  been 
dependant  on  my  fellow  prisoners  for  the  Benefit  of  sitting  by  their 
fire,  my  own  Circumstances  being  such  as  has  rendered  me  unable 
'to  proyide  myself  with  fuel, — as  the  time  is  unciertain  hcw  long  I 
-must  reiiiain  in  this  Disagreeaible  situation,  I  thought  proper  to 
state  my  wants  to  your  Excellency,  and  to  request  that  some  means 

«  See  p.  550.    And  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XtT.,  p.  141. 
Vol.  XI.— 24 
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tity  be  adopted  that  I  may  be  protided  with  the  criiele  of  fire 
w6ed|  the  most  neoeesary  for  a  PriaoDer  in  an  IneUmeBt  seamm. 
I  am  Sir,  with  Due  reqiect, 

yon  Ezoellency's  moet  obedient; 

and  humble  servant; 

JOHN  FJELUnUiIN.^ 
IXrected, 

His  Ezeellenoy  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.;  President  in  Counoil. 
IndoTBcd; 

Bead  Feb.  18, 1789. 


DSMANB  OF  GOYSBNOE  OF  NeW  JeBSEY    FOB    AnDBSW  AlLKN. 

1789. 

Elizabeth  Town.  18th  Febj.  1789. 
Dr.  Sir, 

It  has  been  represented  to  me  by  the  Honble.  David  Brearly  Esq., 
Chief  Jnstioe  of  this  State,  that  he  lately  sent  a  warrant  into  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  for  one  Andrew  Allen  who  is  oharsed  with 
forgery  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  in  this  State,  &  is  found  in  the 
State  or  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  &  that  the  Executive  of 
that  State  i^ill  not  deliver  him  without  the  requisition  of  the  Execu- 
tive of  this  State. 

I  am  informed  that  this  is  the  first  instance,  among  a  great  nmnber 
of  Oases  where  the  wanrant  from  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Sapreme 
Court  has  been  deemed  to  be  insufficient }  &  it  is  probable  that  yon 
consider  the  4th  article  of  the  old  Confederation  as  extending  to  all 
Oases.  To  avoid  however  all  altercations  upon  the  subject,  I  do  hereby 
agreeably  to  the  Confederation,  &  in  the  words  of  it,  '<  Demand  as 
<^  Governor  &  the  Executive  Power  of  this  State  of  New  Jersey 
^<  from,  the  State  or  Commowealth  of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  said 
*^  Andrew  Allen  be  delivered  up,  &  removed  to  this  State  haying 
^'Jurisdiction  of  his  offence.'^ 
With  great  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
'  your  Excellenc/s  most  humble, 

&  very  obedient  Servant, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON.f 
jDirtctedf  - 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Sq>reme 
Executive  Councal  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Phila- 
delphia. 

*  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  21 
t  Col.  Re  c.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  14. 
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BSLATINa  TO  GAFTOIUS  OS  T.  PlOKSBINO^  1788. 

No.  1> 

Deposition  of  Nathan  Kingslej,  1788. 

.  On  or  abont  the  14th  Day  of  August,  1788^  Daniel  Shaw  &  Babbi 
Wdlfl  delivered  Nathan  Abbot,  Junr.,  and  Benjaiain  Abbot  into 
mj  Custody  as  Prisoners,  I  Being  the  Nighest  Authority. 

After  some  Small  Examination  I  Delivered  them  into  the  Hiands 
of  Captain  Waterman  Bolding,  to  be  Delivered  to  the  High  Sheriff 
of  the  County  in  order  to  be  ConfinM  in  the  County  Goal  of  this 
Plaoo;  Which  was  accordingly  Done. 

NATHAN  KIN0SLE7,  Justice. 


Luzerne  County^  ss.  Nov.  7,  1788,  Then  Nathan  Kingsley, 
Esquire,  above  named,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  cerlit- 
oate  by  him  subscribed,  before 

MATTHIAS  HDLLENBAOk, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


No.  2. 


These  to  Certify  that  Waterman  Baldwin  has  Delivered  the 
Bodys  of  Nathan  Abbott,  Junr.,  and  Benjn.  Abbott  into  the  Qaol 
of  this  County.  Given  under  my  hand  at  Wiiksbarre,  in  the  County 
of  Luzerne,  this  Eighteenth  day  of  August,  A.  D.,  1788. 

LOBD  BUILBR,  Sheilff. 


No.  3. 


Luaeme  County,  ss. 

Wilkesboro,  Nov.  7, 1788.  From  the  first  account  I  had  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  two  Abbots  within  named*  were  delivered  up 
to  the  Justices  at  this  place,  (which  happened  in  my  absence^  I  was 
led  to  think  they  had  voluntarily  surrendered  themselves  to  Justice; 
but  on  enquiry,  and  the  certificate  of  N.  Kingsley,  Esq.,  within 
written^  I  am  now  satisfied  they  were  taken  as  therein  is  set  forth. 

T.  PICKERING,   .  : 
Clerk  of  the  Peace 

.'  '  '     .^ 

*  See  record  of  th^  conviction,  p.  420.      ■ 
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.     .  .  No.  4. 

Report  or  Gommittei  on  Lnrsa  of  T.  FccKxanra,  1788. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Col.  Pickering 
•Beuing  Ikte  Smhr.  15cb,  1788  *  teUUng  to  tlie  nwaid  fw 
>iippnbeii4ing  the  rioftert  *t  Wyomiog  in  pottiianee  oi  «  procdaBudofn 
of  the  Bight  day  of  Jaly  last,  Reports, 

A«ro»  Killborn  being  taken  by  a  Constable  on  a  Justioes  Warrant 
OB  his  Way  t0  give  himself  up  to  be  tiyed  for  an  Offaaoo  said  to  be 
•eomantted  in  taking  Odl.  Piokering.  The  person  mho  am^henM 
him  is  entitled  to  no  reward  only  the  fees  doe  him  for  EaLeonliqg 
this  UMbtratea'  Warrant 

ZebiHon  Cadyf  taken  by  Squires  Smiths  two  sons,  is  jostly 
entitled  to  the  reward  named  in  the  Proclamation. 

Stephen  Jenkins  convicted,  and  the  reward  to  be  paid  to  the 
,pai:tf  "who  fiM  took  him;  ho  being  on  pacole  when  the  second 
purty  apprehended  him.{ 

Darins  Parkfif  taken  on  a  Jastices  Warrant  on  a  Common  snit  at 
Law,  it  is  the  Committees  Opinion  no  reward  should  be  paid  for 
him. 

Joseph  Killbomf  tried  and  conyieted,  those  who  took  him 
Intitled  to  the  reward  of  100  Dollars. 

Thomas  Kinney,  the  reward  for  taking  him  said  to  be  paid. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  £112  10  was  paid  to  Captain 
Ross  on  the  25th  of  September  ]s8t,§  and  upon  the  26th  of  Do., 
.therv  was  an  order  drawn  for  J£75,||  to  be  paid  by  Captn..  Ross  to 
the  several  persons  conoemed  in  apprehending  the  Rioter^  which  is 
to  be  accounted  for. 

Indoned,  • 
Jbad  in  Cbuocil^  Nov'r  26th,  1788. 


These  to  Certify  that  James  Smith,  jphristian  Ochmig,  &  William 
Smith,  ha$  Delivered  the  Body  of  Zebnlon  Ca(iy  into  the  Gaol  of 
^idiis  County.    Given  under  my  hand,  at  Wilksbarrc,  in  the  County 
of  Ltuerne,  this  sixth  day  of  November,  A.  D.,  1788. 
:  LORD  BUTLER,  Sheril^ 

'*  See  page  424.    And  Col.  Reo.,  Tol.  XY.,  page  546. 

I  See  Reoofd  of  ootiviotion,  p.  419,  421.    Also  p.  424. 
•flee  OoL'Bec^  Vol  XVL,  p.  6. 
See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  647.    And  Vol.  XVI.  p.  11. 
Ih.,  p.  648. 
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.    .  No-  6.    •         '.  .  ^ 

PspofliTioii  9V  ;S]SEUi;^if  BuT|:a°h  1789  \.\ 

'  iSdbaloa  Bnileri  Eaqr,  liientevitpt  of  the  Conntj  of  Laserne^  do^ 

eoth  nod  uAikf  ih^i  OB  or  abput  the  tweotj  ninth  of  Jim^^  lu(Vi 
fboa  Jonkji^'^,  (now  a  priaoiier.in  this  Coaut^)  irna  tnkeo  by  ai 
ffutf.  pf  the  miliUa  ihen  in  puvwit  pf  tho  rioteroy  nnd  bro^etU  a^ 
prisoner  to  this  place  on  snspicion  of  bis  bttngponcamed  with  them.; 
There  being  no  prison  or  plaoe  of  confinement^  he  wu  kept  .under 
Guard  for  some  days.  That  he,  the  deponent,  pentaitted  the  said 
Jenkins  to  go  to  his  family,  and  return  in  four  days  for  his  Exami« 
nation,  which  he  punctually  did,  and  Deliyered  himself  to  the 
authority ;  and  he  further  saith  .that  he  was  Informed  by  the  civil 
authority  that  they  had  Dismissed  the  said  Jenkins  on  condition 
Aat  bfi  would  xetum. wbenever  fall^  Ibr.t 

ESB'N  BUTLBIL    r 

^  LuMnM  Oounty,  bs.,  Jamwry  Blat,  1789.  PenoMlly  appoaail^ 
Zebulon  Butler,  Esqr.,  before  me,  Matthias  Hollenbaok,  JuplJoe'  of. 
peaoe  for  bsiA  County,  abd  madd  oath  that  the  above  and  foregoing 
beposition  by  him  subscribed,  contains  the.  Txuth,  according  (o.  the 
best  of  his  knowledge. 

MATTHIAS  HOLLENBACK.* 


Mo  6. 

9V^  the  HonUe.  Eieondve  Goundl  of  Penni^vaDia. . 

The  Petition  of  Gideon  Osterhout  humbly  ih4W^y  iM*  ydii^ 
honourable  board  did  Issue  a'  proclamation  dated  July  8th>>  liH9,1[i 
promising  sundry  vewards  fof  approhMding  John  Jenkfe^  Johd 
Hyde  and  bthers,  &  in  particular  promising  a  regard  of  oilelniodved 
dollars  to  any  person  ^ho  shall  apprehend  &  secure  any  parooD  wto 
shall  be  convicted  of  aiding  and  assisting  in  takekig  off  Thaotby^ 
Pickering  Esq.,— that  your  petitioner  did  pumuanlto  Md  pvookK 
matiott  apprehend  and  secure  one  Darias  Park  and  also  one  Aatviy 
Eilbum,  who  were  afterwards  at  the  Supreme  Oeuii  of  OotobM 
last,  hotden  at  Wilksbarre  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  Oontioted  of 
the  aforesaid  offence  of  Tskeing  off  said  llmothy .  Piokefillg. 

»  See  pare  424,  and   Col.  Reo.,  Vol  XYL,  p.  6. 
\  See  it  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  489. 
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Tour  petitioner  is  ready  to  verify  that  said  proolamatioii  wu  in 
fall  force  at  the  time,  &  that  he  did  in  fact  apprehend  ft  seonre  said 
Parks  and  Kilbnrn,  and  each  of  them  did  perfectly  answer  the  de> 
Bcription  &  Character  of  the  persons  reqaired  to  be  apprehended  bj 
said  proclamation,  and  therefore  Considers  himself  Clearly  Intitled 
to  the  reward  of  one  hundred  Dollars  for*  the  apprehending  Baoh  of 
them  according  to  the  promiae  of  €k)Yemnient,  solemnly  made  and 
Published  in  said  proclamation,  and  therefore  prays  for  the  order  of 
your  Honble.  boaid  for  the  payment  of  die  Bame--ft  your  petitioner 
riiall  ever  pray  as  in  Duty  bound  fto.| 

Phaadelphia,  Peby.  11th,  1789, 

GIDEON  OSTEEHOUT.* 


This  mayeertiy  that  Gideon  Osferhout,  Constable,  took  aad 
Broightdown  t6  the  County  Goal,  Darrias  Parks,  Concerned  in  a 
Biot  against  the  State  by  order  of  Obediah  Gore,  Esq.,  Judge  of  the 
Oooft,  «a  witness  my  band  at  Wilkahanre,  County  of  Luierae  thia 
adtlr  daj  Jany.  1789. 

SOLOMON  JOHNSTON,  0-  Goalor. 

To  whom  it  may  Concern. 


-  No.  7. 
Report  or  CoiiMirm  oir  bewabdSi  1789. 

The  Committee  to  Wham  waa  fefSetted  the  X]lonsidemtion  of  the 
rewards  offered  by  Government  for  apprehending  the  late  rioters  in 
the  County  of  Luaerne,  find  that  the  reward  elataaed  by  Gideon 
OMerbairfl  Ut  apyrehending  Dorlas  Parks  ft  Aaron  Kilbnrn  was 
xfelbrM'to  a  former  Gemmittee  of  this  board  who  reported  that  ad. 
EllUirii  ft  Parks  being  taken  on  a  Justices  warrant  no  reward  waa 
d«e  to  ad«  Oeterhont,  but  your  Committee  find  that  sd.  Parka  waa 
tak«n  by  a  warrant  from  a  Justice  on  suspicion  of  his  being  one. of 
ad«  rioters,  and  that  ad.  Eilburn  was  taken  on  the  proclamation  of 
gDvemmenlt  and  aa  appears  by  the  record  of  Court  therefore  report 
9ia*  [the  anm]  of  two  hundred  Dollars  be  paid  for  apprehending  ad. 
Parka  A  KObuna. 

':.  The  Committee  find  that  the  reward  offered  by  government  for 
apprehending  Joseph  Eilbnm  ft  Zebulon  Cady  waa  refered  to  sd. 
former  Committee,  who  reported  that  the  remrd  of  two  hundred 

*  Bfie  page  424. 
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Balkni  bs  paid  tor  apjurebendtng  said  ESbnm  ft  Cidv  ibe  present 
Oommittee  Conearing  with  tbo  foraier,  and  also  that  the  reward  of 
two  hundred  Dollars  be  paid  for  apprehending  Nathan  Abbott  Jan.p 
h  Benjm.  Abbott "i" 
Indorsedf 
Bead  the  first  time  Feby.  18;  \789. 


H.  Ejfox,  Secy,  at  Wab^  to  Pres.  MiFn.iK^  1788. 

War  Offieo;  March  2nd9 1789. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  enclosed  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  8rd  of 
October,  1787,  and  the  Act  of  the  le^slature  of  Pennsylvania  in 

farsoanoe  thereto,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yonr  Sxoellenoj  thai 
have  directed  Captain  Fergnson  and  Captain  McCurdy  to  recruit 
about  eighty  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  Pennsyhrauai 
in  order  to  complete  their  respective  companies  on  the  frontienk 

Cftptains  McCurdy  and  Ferguson  will  be  fiimiriied  by  me  with 
money,  clothing,  and  provisions  for  the  recruiting  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the 

highest  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and  very  humble  Servt^ 

H.  KNOX. 
Directed^ 

'    His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Commonweaith  of  PcnnsyU 
vania. 


By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  October  S,  1787. 

On  a  Report  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  whom  was  referred  his 
letter  of  the  26th  of  September,  Congress  came  to  the  following 
resolutions : 

Whereas  the  time  for  which  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  on  the 
frontiers  are  engaged,  will  expire  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year, 

Retolvtdj  That  the  interests  of  the  United  States  require,  that  a 
corps  of  seven  hundred  troops  should  be  stationed  on  the  fh>ntierB, 
to  protect  tho  settlers  on  the  public  lands  from  the  depredations  of 
the  Indians,  to  facilitate  the  surveying  and  selling  of  the  said  lands, 
in  order  to  reduce  the  public  debt,  and  to  prevent  all  unwarrantable 
intrusions  thereon. 

*  See  pages,  419^22-424.  Also  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  647-648.  Vol. 
XVI.,  p.  11, 
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A^w  kvicfB to  t&eldistant  ftOQtiere of  tiie  Uxrited  Stetev,  mudafao  to 
gvai!  tbe  pubik  of  tho  diseiif>line.  and  fcaowledge  0f  iklifi  mmntsf. 
aoqaired  by  the  troops  on  the  frontiers^  it  is  highly  ekpedient  ta 
retain  as  mftny  of  them,  as  efhall  voluntarily  re-engage  in  the  servioe 

Besolved,  That  seven  hundred  aon-eommission^  offioeis  and  pciy- 
ates  be  raised  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged 
and  that  the  same  be  furnished,  in.  tbe  proportions  herein  specified 
by  the  States  which  raised  the  troops  agreeably  to  the  requisitions 
of  Congresa  of  April,  178§. 

Connecticut,  one  hundred  and  sixty-five, 
'NefW:York|  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
New-Jersey,  one   hundred  and  ten. 

'  Pentisylvania,  two  hundred  and  sixty. 

That  tbe  ^minissioned  officers  for  the  said  troops,  be^  furnished  by 
Hhfi  said  States,  agreeably  to  tbe  present  proportions. 

That  the  organization  of  the  said  troops,  together  with  the  two 
(X^mpitfiiee  of  artillery,  raised  by  virtue  of  the  resolves  x>{  Oong^resa 
of  the  20th  October,  17S6,  be  according  to  the  present  estaUish- 
Ml|t,  ^  vi|it ;  one  regiment  of  infantry  of  eight  companies,  each 
company  four  Serjeants,  four  coporals,  two  musicians,  and  sixty  priv-» 
ates :  and  one  battalion  of  artillery,  of  four  companies,  each  company 
four  seijeants,  four  corporals,  two  musicians,  and  sixty  privates. 

That  the  secretary  at  war,  make  the  necessary  arrangements  from 
time  to  t!me,  toTcpkoe  the  men,  on  the  frontiers,  whoso  engagements 
shall  expire. 

That  the  said  troops  shall  be  governed  by  such  rules  and  artides 
at  wfur,  Bs  are,  or  shall  be  established  by  Congress  or  a  Committee 
of  the  States. 

That  the  pay  and  allowances  of  the  said  troops,  be  the  same  as 
directed  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  April  12,  1785. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  make  the  necessary  provisions  of  oloath- 
ing  and  rations  from  time  to  time,  at  such  places  aa  the  seerataiy  at 
war  shall  judge  necessary, 

CHAS.  THOMSON.  Secy. 


John  Feankhn  to  Pres,  MimjN,  1789. 

Philadelphia  Goal,  March  the  5th,  1789. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

In  my  address  the  17th  ult.,*  I  slated  to  your  Sxcellenoy  that  I 
was  unable  to  provide  myself  with  fuel  and  Clothing  necessary  to 
guard  me  against  the  Inclemency  of  the  season,  (the  Clothing  then 
alluded  to  was  bedding,)  I  was  at  the  same  time  in  want  of  Snndi; 

*  See  page  649  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  21. 
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articles  of  wewriog  upparel,  boJi  it  was  at  that  timei  and  itiU  ia  m 
wish  to  be  patient  under  all  my  afflictions,  and  to  avoid  as  mnon 
aa  possible  all  complaints.  I,  at  that  time  had  a  hope  that  I  should 
shortly  be  Liberated  from  Prison,  I  still  entertain  the  same  hopO;  but 
at  what  period  that  will  take  place  is  to  me  unknown. 

A  long  Confinement^  remote  from  my  friends^  and  the  e:^nce  I 
have  been  put  to  together  with  the  loss  of  my  property  wasted  and 
Pispoiled  at  Wyoming  since,  and  in  consequence  of  my  Imprison- 
ment has  reduced  me  to  Indigent  Circumstances,  and  rendered  me 
wholy  unable  to  make  any  provision  for  my  own  subsistance. 

If  it  had  been  my  fortune  to  have  been  imprisoned  near  my  own 
home,  where  my  friends  and  Connections  were  around  me,  I  mi^ht 
have  take  care  of  my  subsistance,  and  Probably  been  provided  with 
the  necessaries  of  Life,  without  any  czpence  to  the  Public,  but  being 
confined  in  a  place  strange  to  me,  and  a  large  proportion  of  my  con- 
finement being  severe  and  retired,  has  prevented. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  enumerate  the  articles  of  Cloathing  that  I 
stand  in  need  of  to  make  my  life  Comfortable,  as  well  as  to  appear 
Pecent,  but  say  in  a  word,  I  am  almost  Destitute  of  Cloathing 
of  all  kinds. 

I  feel  myself  unhappy  that  I  am  unable  to  provide  myself  with 
such  things  as  I  stand  in  need  of.  But  from  the  Ciroumstances  b^ 
fore  related  it  is  not  in  my  power,  I  have  therefore  thousht  fit  to 
state  my  case  to  your  Excellency  (that  If  Proper)  it  may  oe  repre- 
aented  to  your  Honble  Council,  that  such  measures  may  be  taken 
for  my  relief  as  to  your  Excellency  and  Honble  Body  shall  be 
thought  expedient. 

I  am  may  it  please  your  Excellency, 

with  Dae  respect,  your  Excellency's 
%  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 
JXrectedf 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  in  Council. 


Pbe8.  Miitlin  to  (xoVEBNoa  B.  Bamdolph,  of  Virginia, 

1789. 

To  his  Excellency  Beverly  Randolph,  Governor  of  Virginia. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia  March  6,  1789. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  second  day  of  December  last  with 
the  papers  which  accompanied  it  were  laid  before  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  on  the  second  day  of  their  present  session,  and  I  have  the 
aatisfaotion  of  assuring  your  Exeellency  <<  That  accustomed  to  senti- 
ments of  the  highest  respect  and  deference  for  the  Legislature  of 

24* 
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TVgMia,  ih  mt^iever  be  'painfal  to  the  House,  wken  obliged  to  db* 
sent  from  the  opinion  of  that  assembly  upon  any  point  of  Common 
eoncern  to  the  two  States  as  members  of  the  Union,  and  particniarlj 
on  a  measure  of  snoh  importance  as  the  one  now  proposed,  the  calling 
Qf  a  convention  of  the  States  for  amending  the  foederal  Oonstitution, 
^e  necesislty  of  which  they  are  not  able  to  dbcem,  tho*  it  is  so  appa- 
rent to,  and  so  earnestly  insisted  on  by  the  Legislature, — ^That  ibo^itis 
possible  this  Constitution  may  not  be  a  system,  ez^pt  in  all  its 
parts  from  error,  yet  the  Honse  do  not  perceive  it  wanting  in  any  of 
those  fundamental  principles  which  are  calculated  to  ensure  the 
Liberties  of  their  Country.  As  it  is,  they  conceive  the  happiness  of 
America,  and  the  Harmony  of  the  Union  to  depend  altogether  on 
suffering  it  to  proceed  undisturbed  in  its  operation  by  premature 
alterations  or  amendments,  which  however  plausible  they  may  be  is 
the  Theory  or  necessary  perhaps  to  the  idea  of  a  perfect  form  of 
Government  Experience  after  all  can  demonstrate,  whether  tbey 
would  be  real  improvements  or  not. 

That  under  such  forcible  impressions,  the  House  cannot  consis- 
tently with  the  special  duty  they  owe  to  the  good  people  of  this 
State  or  with  the  affection  which  in  the  enlarged  spirit  of  Patriotism, 
they  bear  to  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States  at  large,  concur  irith 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  in  their  proposed  application  to  Congress 
for  calling  a  convention  of  the  States  for  the  above  mentioned 
purpose/' 

I  hftve  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  very  humble  servt. 
TH08.  MIFFLIN,  President 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  282.] 


EXPSNCES  OF  BEPAIBINQ  THE  StATE-HoUBE,  1789. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  10th,  1789. 
Sir, 

^he  State  house  requiring  some  repairs,  Council  appointed 
Messieurs  CoUiday,  Hicks  and  Kakestraw  to  examine  the  several 
parts  of  the  Buil(ung,  and  to  report  an  Estimate  of  the  Expence  of 
the  Repairs,  which  are  this  time  necessary }  which  Estimate  I  hare 

*  The  portiton  of  the  Letter  containd  withia  quo taiion»  marks  is  an  entire 
extract  from  the  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed,  "Tharsday 
March6,1789,A.M, 
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the  Iiongr  of  .enolosing  to  jw,  to  be  laid  before  the  OenentI 

Assembly.  '  *  /      >      . .  .  .      ^       -     ,-     .       i 

I  have  the  honor  to  be/ 

ytMk  ifie^t  Bespeei,^9ir, 

Yonr  most  obedient  and 

very  bumble  lenraal, 
*  THOMAS  MIPFLIN.    » 

Bead  1  time,  Mar.  10,  1789,  Bead  2  time,  Mar.  18,  &  t^'i  to 
Mr.  BobinsoDi  Mr.  Chapman  &  Mr.  MoLtoe. 

Directed f 
Honble  The  Speaker  of  the  General  AsMmblj. 


Estimate  of  the  Szpenoea  of  the  neoesaaiy  repairs  of  (he  State 
Honse. 

For  new  shingling  the  House  on  both  sides  and  both  wings 

on'the  North  side,    ^  £810 

For  oo^ermg  the  flat  with  oopper,  290 

For  Pointing  the  inside  &  oat  side  of  the  Honse  and  . 

Steeple,  and  out  side  of  the  winn.  2  Goats,  ^72 

BV>r  laying  a  new  briek  floor  in  the  Steeple  ds  enHy  0^ib# 

House  and  Sundry  Bepairs,  4ft  •     • 

For  finishing  the  sealing  of  the  entcy  of  the  House  and 

Bepairing  all  the  Plastering,  86 

For  sundry  repairs  in  the  Court  Boom,  87 

For  Painting  &  Penciling  the  front  walls  of  the  Honse 
.   *  wings,  4& 

.  '       iCUOO 


The  Difranee  between  Coppering  &  Shinding  the  Top  lltcb, 
The  Copering  will  cost  £150  More;  and  the  Expence  of  Pointing 
and  Pencelin|^  the  walls  £45 


£195 
March  6th,  1789. 


JOSEPH  BASESTBAW,  ^ 
NICHOLAS  HICKS, 
WM.  COLLA»AT. 
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.Opinion  ov  Juposs  Supbxms  Goubt  in  a  cash  of  HuBJ>XBy 

1789. 

PUlftdelphift;  Ma»)h  12lh,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  Judges  haTe  re-eonndered  the  verdict  of  the  Jury,  against 
Charles  Beed,  under  sentence  of  death,  and  also  the  oases  cited  by 
his  Counsel,  Messieurs  Lewis  and  Sergeant  to  shew  that  the  offence 
was  only  an  atrocious  Manslaughter ;  and  we  are  still  of  opinion, 
that  the  iaets  proTcd  on  the  trial  support  the  verdict  for  mnder. 
But  we  would  further  observe,  that  there  are  shades  of  guQt  in 
murder  as  well  as  in  every  other  offence ;  that  in  the  case  of  the 
prisoner  there  was  no  old  grudge  against  the  deceased,  for  he  had 
never  seen  him  until  within  half  an  hour  before;  that  the  prisoner 
was  only  eighteen  years  and  three  months  old  when  the  crime  was 
perpetrated,  and  that  the  passions  of  such  young  persons  are  stronger, 
and  their  reason  weaker  that  in  persons  of  riper  years. 
We  are,  Sir,    . 

witb  very  great  regard 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  humble  servants, 

THO.  McKBAN, 
GEO.  BRYAN, 
JACOB  KUSE, 

His  Eiedlpn^,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President,  &o.,  of 
Penneylvania. 


BoAD  From  Bsdvobd  to  PmsBUBa,  1789* 

The  committee  directed  to  report  the  names  of  proper  personsi 
ameable  to  a  resolution  of  the  Honble  the  Qen'l  Assembly  of 
November  21st,  1788,  to  view  and  mark  out  a  road  from  the  town 
of  Bedfbntto  Pittsburgh  by  the  nearest  courses  and  most  practicable 
msBd,  beff  leave  to  report  that  Alexander  McLean.  Esq.,  of  the 
County  of  Fayett,  Jatnes  Guthry  of  the  Country  of  Westmoreland 
and  John  Skenner,  of  the  County  of  Franklin  are  proper  persons  to 
execute  that  business,  and  your  committee  offer  the  following 
resolution: — ^Resolved,  that  Alexander  McLean,  Esq.,  James 
Outhry  &  John  Skenner  be  appointed  Commissioners  to  view  and 
mark  a  road  between  the  town  of  Bedford  and  Pittsburgh,  agreeably 
to  the  resolve  aforesaid.t 

'    •  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  8,  9, 16,  26,  27. 
.t  3e«  CoL  Rea,  YoL  XVI.,  p.  26,  27. 
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GoHBrnoN  ov  Mup  Isuaa>  1789. 

:  The  iMmk  of  ipod  Island  hath  given  way  in  enndry  plaoesi  theae 
Jiflye  heen  repi^ired  bj  the  Tenant^  and  the  whole  is  now  in  good 
repair,  save  about  85  perohee  at  the  south  west  Corner— *And  a  few 
ti4es  more  will  reduce  it  altogeth^.  '*  A  stitch  in  time  here  will  save 
^inO)''  and  I  have  mentioned  this  that  measures  may  if  thought  prop* 
er  be  taken  for  having  it  secured  asainst  -the  high  tides  we  may 
shortly  expect — ^The  Island  is  now  under  lease  at  £80.  ^  annum,  the 
Tenant  to  keep  all  the  bank  in  repair  except  from  a  place  at  an  acute 
angle  of  the  stone  fortification  at  the  south  East  part  of  the  Island 
westwardly  round,  about  seventy  perches  to  the  place  near  the  Bank 
work  of  Earth,  and  which  also  includes  the  85  perches  first  mention* 
ed,  these  seventy  perches,  ar^to  be  kept  up  by  the  state,  and  so  far 
as  it  is  done  will  I  believe  not  soon  need  repair  again^ — Independent 
of  the  injury  done  the  Island  by  its  being  over  flowed*  the  stone  work 
will  be  impaired  in  its  foundation  thereby— I  believe  the  sum  neces- 
sary t6  repair  the  s'd85  perches  will  not  exceed  £80  specie  at  mQs(> 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  > 

with,  great  respect  your  . 

Ezcelly's  most  obed't  Serv't 

JO.  NICHOLSON, 
Comptroller  Qenerals  office  March  14th  1789« 
DirecUdj 

His  Excell'y  The  President  in  ConnoiL 


BjesDXTBN  or  Oitioe&s  fob  Yoluntzkb  Company  Of  Abtillebt. 

1789. 

A  Return  of  Officers  for  the  Volunteer  Company  of  Artilleryi 
duly  Elected  Agreeable  to  the  JdilitiaXaw  of  this  State :  Tiz, 
Jeremiah  Fisher.    Captain. 
George  Hofner.      Capt's  Lieutenant. 
James  Thompson.  Ist,  Lieutenant. 
John  MorrelL        2nd,  Lieut onant« 
Kobert  MorrelL      8d,  Lieutenant. 
City  Lieutenants  Office  March  16th^  1789. 

WM.  HENRY.  Lt. 
Jbirectedf 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President,  and  the  Honorable 
Supremo  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Bbpom  ON  Mu»4si.Aiil>  1789. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  oomptrcAer 

Etn'l.  reBpeeting  the  banke  of  m«d  Tdland,  Report,  That  they  fnd 
e  Banks  are  in  snch  a  sitnation  as  to  require  immolate  repair. 
And  tberefbr^  oflfor  the  fbllowing  Resolntion. 

Resolved,  that  the  oomptroUer  take  order  for  the  immediate  re- 
hiring soeh  part  of  the  Banks  of  mud  Isknd,  as  are  by  the  lease  to 
DO  kept  up  at  the  eipense  of  the  state.^ 
Ind^tnedf 

Read  in  Coanoil  Maroh  19th  178d.  and  Ordered  That  the  Comp- 
troller Qen'L  take  measures  to  have  the  Banks  repaired. 


Scot,  of  Conqbxss  to  Pass.  MnnjKy  1789. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress  March  ISth,  1789. 
Sir,  * 

I  haye  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed  two  copies  of  the  Thirteenth  Yolame  which  closes  the  jour- 
nal of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

That  the.obange  which  has  been  made  with  so  muoh  wisdom,  Order, 
and  tranquility  may  answer  the  end  proposed,  and  promote  and  ae* 
cure  the  happmess,  prosperity,  and  gk^ry  of  the  Union  is  my  most 
fervent  prayer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the 

greatest  Respect  your  Excellency's  Most 

obedient  and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  THOMSON.t 
Direciedf 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


GiNL.  Richard  Butlxb  ik  vavob  of  Cobnplanteb,  1789. 

I  beg  leave  to  fnention  to  your  Excellency  &  Council  that  Capt'n 
Abeal,  alias  the  Cornplanter,  one  of  the  principal  Chiefs  of  the  Senneca 
Tribe  of  the  Six  Nations,  has  been  very  useAil  in  idl  the  Treaties 
mufiQ  1784  inclusive,  ft  particularly  to  tJie  State  of  Penns'a,  this  be 
has  demonstrated  very  fully,  &  his  attachment  at  present  to  the 
State  appears  very  great.    This  has  induced  me  to  suggest  to  your 

*  See  page  661. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  82. 
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&6etIeiioy  and  Couiioil  whetler  it  mt^'j  not  be  good  Fdlioy  in  tfaa 
atate  to  £x  this  attachinent  bj  making  it  his  interest  to  contimie  it. 
This  from  ihe  Ideas  he  passesses  of  Uivilization  induces  me  to  tbitik; 
if  the  9tate  would  be  pleased  to  grant  him  a  small  tract  of  land' 
within  the  late  purchase,  it  would  be  very  grateful  to  him,  &  have 
that  Effect  This  may  be  done  in  a  maner  that  would  tender  him 
service  without  lessening  his  influence  with  his  own  people  or 
Exposing,  him  to  jealousv.  The  quantity  need  not  be  large,  perhaps 
one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  acres.  How  far  your  Excellency  & 
Council  may  concur  in  this  opinion  will  rest  with  your  Excellency  $' 
them.  My  wishes  for  the  quiet  &  interest  of  the  state  as  well  asr 
the  merits  of  the  man,  has  induced  me  to  take  the  liberty  to  men- 
tion  this  matter  and  hope  the  notice  will  be  my  appology. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Sir,  your  Excellency's  most 

obed.  &  very  Hu'e  nt, 

BICWD  BUTLER* 
Philad'a,  23d  March,  1789. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifijin,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Penn'a^  Philacl'a 


AuonoNiiB;  1789. 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r,  President,  &  The  Honfch 
Supreme  Executive  Oounoil  of  the  Common  Weahh  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

The  office  of  Auctioneer,  in  the  Northern  Libertys,  which  I  have 
carried  on  upwards  of  two  years  &  a  half  in  Company  with  Mr^ 
Wm.  Shannan,  is  from  various  causes  of  late  become  so  unproduc- 
tive, as  barely  to  defray  the  expences  attending  it,  without  yielding 
any  Emolument  to  either.  This  makes  it  necessary,  that  one  of  ua 
at  least  quitt  it,  which  from  motives  not  unpardonable,  I  have  coiit 
eluded^  to  do,  and  now  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  the  Commisi 
sion  with  which  I  have  been  honour'd,  accompanied  with  a  certificate 
from  the  Comptroller  General,  showing  that  I  have  discharged  mj 
Duty, 

*  See  proceedings,  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  86. 
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Permit  me^  (whilst  I  thufl  resign  the  Trautf  which  the  State  has 
been  pleas'd  to  repose  in  me;)  to  indulge  a  hope,  that  Yonr  Ezoel- 
leney  and  the  honorable  Oonncil  will  be  favorably  disposed 
towards  my  late  Partner,  who  will  apply  for  the  appointment  in  my 
stead.  All  I  shall  presume  'to  say,  concerning  him,  is,  that  from 
experience  I  know  him  to  be  an  honest  &  capable  man  to  transact 
any  Business  committed  to  his  care  with  good  Fdth  and  strict 
Punctuality. 

Impressed  with  the  most  lively  sense  of  gratitude  for  all  favours 
received  at  the  hands  of  your  Excellency  &  the  Honorable  Council^ 
&  ever  willing  to  enter  into  any  employment,  where  I  may  be 
rendered  more  useful  to  the  State  or  Society,  than  in  the  situation 
of  an  obscure  Individual. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 

the  most  profound  Veneration 

&  Bespect,  Gentlemen,  your 

much  obliged  and  most 

faithful  humble  servant| 
CHRISTIAN  FEBIGEB. 


Resolution  ov  Asseicblt— Oalung  a  GoNviNTioir,  1789. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday  March  24th,  1789,  A.  M. 

Themoti<m  made  by  Mr.  Winkoop,  seoonded  by  Mr.  Sohmyaer, 
March  20th,  containing  an  address  on  the  subject  of  calling  a  con- 
vention for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  second 


>  It  was  moved  by  Mr,  Lewis,  seconded  by  Mr.  Clymer  to  pos^wne 
the  same  in  order  to  introduce  the  following  resolution  in  lieu 
thereof,  viz. : 

Besolved, 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  house,  alterations  and  amendments  of 
the  Constitution  of  this  State  are  immmediately  necessary. 

And  whereas,  by  the  declaration  of  Independence  it  is  declared 
as  a  self-evident  truth,  <<  That  all  men  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 
''  with  certain  unalienable  rights ;  that  among  those  are  life,  liberty 
*'  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness ;  that  to  secure  these  rights,  govern- 
''  ments  are  instituted  amon^  men,  deriving  tbeir  just  powers  from 
**  the  consent  of  the  governed ;  that  when  ever  any  form  of  govem- 
«  ment  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  85,  86. 
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^  jmiflft  to  Aller  Off  to  a(boliih  U|  and  to  inotitiite  ih(#  gotteiiiiBtfent 
^  lading  .ito  fooodationB  m  snoh  prianciplaB^  and  organniiig  ita 
^^poireni  in  mohJinna^  m  to  tbem  shall  fieom  moat  liMj  to  efieot 
^'  their  safety  and  happiness;''  and  whems^it  is  fklsodedared  hf^ 
our  Qii^n  Bill  nf  .rightsy,  *^  That  goyernment  ia  or  ought  to  he  m- 
*'  stituted  for  the  Common  benefit,  protaotion  and  seenintj  of  thi( 
'^  people^  nation  or  conunnnity,  and  not  fot  the  particQlar  emolument 
'^  of  any  sin^e  Bum,  family  or  set  of  men,  who  are  a  part  oady  of 
«'that  community;"  and  that  '*  the  community  hath  an  indnhilaUa^ 
^'  unalienable  and  undefeasable  right  to  reform>  alter  or  abc^sh 
<'  goverpment  in  such  manner  as  fihall  be  by  that  jcommunity  jjidged  ^ 
"  most  conduciTe  to  the  public  Weal  :'^  from  all  which,  as  Welias 
from  the  nature  of  aooiMy  and-  the  prineiples  of  government,  it 
manifestly  appears  'that  the  people  have  at  all  times  an  inherent 
right  to^  alter  and  amend  the  form  of  government,  in  such  manner 
as  they  shall  think  proper  :  and  also  that  they  are  not  and  oannoV 
bo  liiAuod  to  any  certain  rule  or  mode  of  aocompHlhiDg  the  same, 
but  may  make  choice  of  snoh  method  as  to  them  ttay  appear  h6^ 
adapted  to  the  end  proposed. 

And  whereas  the  burthens  and  espences  of  the  presient  form  of 
Government  are  with  difficulty  borne ;  and  various  instances  occur, 
wherein  this  form  is  oontndiotofy  to  tiie  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  every  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  all  executive 
and  judicial  offiners  must  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirms!^  to  support 
Cirovmstanoes  which  will  not  admit  of  the  delay  of  the  mode  pre- 
prescribed  in  the  Constitution — It  is,  therefore^  further 

Besdved, 

That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  proposed  and  earneatly  recommended 
by  this  Bjoose,  in  execution  of  their  trust  as  futhfnl,  honest,  re( 
presentatives  and  Guardians  of  the  people,  to  the  Citiaens  of  this 
Oommcbwealth,  that  they  take  this  important  subject  into  their 
Sttions  consideration.  And  should  they  concur  in  opinion  witb 
this  House,  it  being  the  right  of  the  people  alone  to  determine  pa 
this  interesting  question,)  that  a  convention  for  the  purposes  of 
revising,  altering  and  ^amending  the  Constitution  of  llie  Staia  is 
neoQssary,  it  is  hereby  submitted  to  their  dedsion,  whether  it  will 
not  be  most  convenient  and  proper  for  them  to  elect  membeii  tf 
Convention  of  the  same  numbers  and  in  the  like  proportions  for  tlM 
City  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several  counties  with  those  of  thei^ 
rqiresentatives  in  Assembly,  on  the  day  of  the  next  general  election, 
at  the  places,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  cases  of  elections  Of 
members  of  Assembly  by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

That  this  House,  on  the  pleasure  of  the  people  in  the  prenwrss 
bmng  signified  to  them  at  their  next  sitting,  will  provide  by  law  IIm 
the  expences  which  will  necessarily  be  incurred  by 'the  proposed 
convention,  and  will^  if  requested,  appoint  the  time  and  plaois  for 
the  meeting  thereof. 
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And  ibaft  the  Supreme  Ezeoutire  GovnoO  be,  and  they  ire  lienby 
lequested  to  promd^^  thig  reoommeiuiation  to  the  good  People  of 
thu  State  in  such  way  aod  maoDer  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  «z- 
pedienty  for  the  purposes  therein  intended. 

Whioh  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  same  reapliitioos 
being  by  special  order  read  the  second  time. 

On  the  question,  <<  WiU  the  Hotue  ademt  the  said  RetoluHons  f" 

The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  called  by  Mr.  MoLene  and  Mr.  Kemedy, 
and  were  as  foUowSy  vis: 

Teas  41.    Nays  17. 

So  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  and  the  Besolations  adopted. 
Extract  from  the  Miaatesy 

J.SHALLUSy 
Ass.  01k.« 
Jndorsedj 

Sead  in  Conacil,  March  28thy  1789,  and  Resolved  That  Goonca 
^aooot  comply  with  the  request  therein  contained. 


BiBOtiUTioN  or  Asssbsbly-^Lands  at  Ebix,  1789. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Ass^nbly, 

Tuesday,  March  24th,  1789,  A.  M. 

The  Committee  appointed  November  13th,  last,  on  that  part  of 
the  Message  from  Council  respecting  a  reservation  of  certain  lands 
for  the  use  of  the  State,  made  report,  which  was  read;  and  on 
motion  and  by  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and 
adopted  as  follows,  viz* : 

The  Committee  on  that  part  of  the  message  of  Council  whieh 
respects  reservations  of  certain  lands  for  the  use  of  the  state^ 
report  the  following;  resolution,  viz^ : 

Besolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  authoriaed  and 
req^sted,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  ^ nd  Tequested,  to  direst 
locations  to  be  made  and  surveyed  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  lands  at  Preeque  Isle  formed  by  Lake  Erie,  at  Is  Boeuf,  at 
the  head  of  the  Navigation  of  French  Creek,  at  the  mouth  of 
Conewangoo^  in  the  County  of  Allegheny,  and  at  the  Fort  of 
Yinango,  not  exceeding  at  each  place  three  thousand  acres,  and 
Ihat  this  House  will  provide  by  law  accordingly. 

And  that  Council  also  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  set 
apart  and  cause  to  be  surveyed  the  quantity  of  fifteen  hundred 
acres  in  the  tract  or  country  on  Lake  Erie,  lately  purehased 
from  the  United  States,  for  the  Use  of  the  Seneoa  Chief,  called 

*  Bee  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  41. 
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Csptiki  ANftl  or  ike  Ooniptefeter,*  ixi  be  graated  to  hioi  and  fcig 
Heirs  and  Aasigna  for  ever. in  ewMMdention  of  his  penooal'  nerfl 
and  attaehmoDt  to  this  State. 

Extraot  from  the  Hinntes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD,  Clerk  of  the 
General  AssemUj. 

The  honouble  the  Sopreme  Bteoative  Oonnml. 


pRSft.  MiFjrLrN  TO  BiUQ.  QsN.  MiBO. — Gash  ov  ▲  NiaBO. 

1789. 

Philadelphia^  March  25, 1789  . 
Sir, 

At  the  Bequest  of  the  Supreme  Ezeeutive  Council  of  the  Common<i 
wealth  of  Penosylvania  over  which  I  have  the  honor  to  preside,  I 
transmit  under  Cover  to  jour  Exoellenej  a  memorial  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  a  Sooietj  established  in  this  Citj  for  promoting  the  abolition 
of  Slavery  &  assiateiioe  of  free  Negroes  unlawfollj  held  in  $ondi^, 
together  with  several  Depositions,  and  the  Report  of  a  Committee 
of  Council  &  their  Resolution  thereupon  relatinff  to  the  Case  of  Philip 
Johnson,  a  young  Negro  man  &  free  Citizen  of  this  Commonwealth, 
who  by  the  inhuman  artifice  of  Benjamin  Crawford  lato  master  of 
the  Sloop  Molly,  has  been  carried  off  &  sold  as  a  slave,  &  as  we  are 
given  to  understand  by  the  enclosed  Papers,  is  now  at  New  Orleans 
within  your  Ezoellene/s  Jurisdiction. 

As  it  appears  from  the  Information  we  haye  received  that  youv 
EzcelleDcy  has  been  already  made  acquainted  with  some  of  the  Cir- 
cumstances of  this  Case,  and  has  been  pleased  to  promise  that  Enquiry 
should  be  further  made  concerning  it  and  justice  done  to  the  man, 
&  having  an  entire  Confidence  in  your  Excellency's  favorable  Dispo- 
mtion  &  Love  of  justice,  I  conceive  that  I  fully  comply  with  the 
Bequest  of  Council  by  furnishing  your  Excellency  with  the  enclosed 
Documents  and  Proofs  which  clearly  shew  that  a  free  Citizen  of  this 
State  is  now  in  Slavery  by  the  wicked  Conduct  of  the  Person  from 
whom  he  had  a  Right  to  expect  Protection  in  a  foreign  Country. 

The  exalted  Station  &  honorable  Character  which  your  Excellency 
fills  &  sustains  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  do  more  than  to  make 
the  Case  known  in  order  to  obtein  the  desired  relief,  which  I  doubt 
not  will  be  afforded  to  the  unhappy  Object  as  soon  as  your  Ezoellency't 
Leisure  will  admit. 

*  See  page  568. 
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MUftr  lafoiviitwd  fifom  your  SxeaUepey. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  Sentiments  of  Respect  and  Esteem, 
jonr  Ezoellenoy 8  most  obedient  &  Humble  Servant. 

THOMAS  MIFPUN. 
Directed, 

His  Exoellency  Don  Estevan  Miro,  Brigadier  General  of  the  amiea 
OoTernor,  Civil,  &  Militarj  of  his  most  Cadkolio  mijtutj'a  Awvinoe 
of  Louisiana  New  Orleans. 


Hon.  Thos.  Scott  to  Pbeb.  Miffun^  1789. 

Philadelphia  March  27th,  1789. 
Sir, 

Being  this  far  on  my  way  to  New  York,  in  order  to  take  a  seat 
in  Codgress,  to  a  representative  of  This  State,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  make  the  same  known  to  your  Ezcell'y  and  the  £zeca(ive 
Cfonneil,  and  shall  be  much  HonM  by  any  comfmand. 
1  have  the  Honor  to  be  your 

Excellency's  Most  obedient 

and  very  Humble  Servant 

THOS.  8CX)TT.* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin^  Esquire,  President  of  Pennsylvania^ 
Philadelphia. 


Appointment  of  Bbgisteb  Gsnkbal  1789. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  MifBln  Esq.   and  The  Hon'ble  Supreme 
Executive  Council. 

The  Hon'ble  Legislature  having  appointed  me  to  the  Offioe  of 
Kegister  General  of  the  public  accoMOts  of  the  State  of  Pennaylvanisi 
I  l^g  leave  to  inform  Council,  that  I  am  ready  to  enter  upon  the 
Pttties  of  my  0£o6  whenever  a  place  shall  be  assigned  for  that 
purposef 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Bespect  your 

most  Obedient  Humb.  Servant 

JOHN  DONNALDSON. 
Phil^da.  April  1st,  1789. 
Direct^df 
His  Exoellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  in  CounctL 

♦  See  CoL  Beo.  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  40 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  45. 
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Pbnntlvahia  8oaa^  loa  Kraomuusma  MjsjmiAcrmss,  1789. 


fXlM^Mend  AM^lhUy.UTUig  pitead  •  Ltv  to  mSki  tie  Colton 
MaDufaotores  of  this  State,  aQthorizin^  the  Treasiir«rof  the  Stale 
'*««Bbfli»9be  in^  ft  f<»  the  nseof  tbe-Staie  for  One  Himdred  Shares 
.ia  the  Manafaotoriiig  Fond  of  the  Pennsjlnmia  Sooi^j  t^  ^ 
enoodragement  of  manufactarea  &  the'  xumfal  atta.  Tkottaa  Raah- 
ton  chairman,  &  Christopher  Marshall  fTun.y  Treaswref,  are  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  &  Supremo  -Ezeoutive  Ooancil,  for  an 
order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  one  Thousand  Pounds  agreeable  to 
said  Law.* 

EztriBOt  ffom  the  midlites  of  the  Manufacturing  Oommittee  of 
April  2d,  1789. 

CHARLES  MARSHALZi^  Bcny. 


I  do  certify  that  I  have  subscribed  for  one  Hundred  Shares  in 
the  manufaoturinff  Fund  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  |En- 
oouragement  of  Manufactures  and  the  useful  Arts  agreeable  to  Iiaw. 
April  9th,  1789. 

DAVID  BITTBNHOUBB^  &». 


RsoisTEB  Gxnkral's  Oftice,  1789. 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  The  Honble.  SuprenM 
Executive,  Council. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  Coanoil,  that  I  have  opened  my 
office,  for  Begistering  the  Public  Accounts  in  West  Wipg  of  the 
State  House,  and  request  permission  to  appoint  a  Cleric  to  assist  in 
the  execution  of  the  Duties  thereof,  also  Councils  opinion  of  the 
salary  to  be  allowed,  and  the  kind  of  money  it  must  be  paid  ia^ 
I  am  with  great  respeot, 

your  most  obedient  Humble  Servi 

JOHN  D0NNALD80N, 

Begr.  Gen.  (^ce.t 
April  2, 1789. 
Direetedf 
His  Exoellenoy,  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.,  in  Council 

*  See  Col.  Iteo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  51,  order  drawn, 
t  See  Ool.  Beo.,  Vol.  XYI.,  p.  68. 
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BrasiBE  QwBaoja/B  Qlebx^  1789« 

Hit  Sioolbney»  niomai  Miffliiiy  Bsq.^  and  TbA  Honibk.  Supreme 
ExeovUve  C<Minnl. 

I  liaTe  Agroed  wUIi  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  as  Clk.  in  mj  offioe  ai  cm 
btndred  &  fifty  pounds  paper  money  ^  ann.  payable  Qnartorly  pro- 
vided Oonnoil  shall  i4>proTe  the  same. 
I  hato  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect, 
your  most  obedient  Humble  serrt 
JOHN  D0MNALD80N, 
Beg.  Gen.  oflice. 
April  3^1 789. 
Directed, 
His  Exoellenoy,  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.,  in  Council. 


Burial  Ground  tor  Strangers  in  Philadelphta,  1789. 

.Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  Genl.  Assembly,  passed  the  8th  day  of 
April,  1786.  '<  The  Supreme  Ezeoutiye  Council  were  authorised 
and  required  to  reserve  so  many  of  the  Public  lots  as  shall  be  at 
least  200  feet,  &  not  more  than  400  feet  square  in  such  part  of  the 
City  as  they  may  think  most  copyenient,  to  be  appropriated  as  • 
burial  ground  for  the  interment  of  deceased  Strangers,  and  such 
other  persons  who  may  not  have  been  in  communion  with  any  Re- 
ligions society  at  the  time  of  their  decease.  And  whereas  this  council 
did  obey  their  Resolution  of  the  14th  of  Sept.  1787,  appropriate  a 
lot  on  Lttmbard  street  between  9  th  &  10  streets,  from  Delaware, 
Containing  78  feet  on  Ninth  and  Tenth  streets,  and  396  feet  on  Lum- 
bard  street,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  But  no  further  appropriation 
has  yet  been  made.  Therefore  Resolved,  That  part  of  the  square 
or  lot  of  ground  between  front  and  2d  streets  From  Schuylkill,  and 
Race  &  Vine  street,  containing  816  feet  on  front  &  Second  Streets 
aforesaid,  &  396  feet  on  Vine  street^  be  appropriated  for  a  Burial 
ground  for  strangers,  &c.,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  Genl.  Assembly 
passed  the  8th  day  of  April,  1786.* 

Indorsed, 

[Read  in  Council,  April  3d,  1789,  1st  time,  referred  to  Yks 
President;  Mr.  Bedick|  Mr.  Dennison* 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  YoL  XVL,  p.  60, 
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MxMOBXAIi  OJt  T/ONTROLIiXK  QvinSBLAL  ON  LOT8,  1780. 

Theve  m  an  Aet  of  Oopoeil  appropriatiDg  seyentj-eight  feet  deep 
&  896  feet  in  breadth,  on  the  south  side  of  Lombard  street,  on  the 
aqnare  (^poate  the  alms  house,  &  the  same  length  &  d^th  on  the 
square  next  to  it,  on  the  east  side  thereof,  for  a  public  burjial 
ground. 

I  understood  that  there  was  also  an  appropriation  for  the  same 
purpose,  of  one  square  bounded  by  Front  &  2d  streets,  from  Schujl- 
lill,  &  by  Yiue  &  Kace  streets,  for  the  accommodation  of  people  up 
town— 896  feet  by  632.* 

Act  of  Assembly,  8th  April,  1786. 

Minutes  Council,  14th  Septr.,  1787. 


O0MMI8810NEBS  TO  Run  Lines  oi*  Huntinqdon  Countt,  1^89. 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  nomination  of  three 
Oommissioners  to  run  the  Bouudary  line  of  Huntiugdon  County, 

Beg  leave  to  report — 

That  Benjn.  Blliott^  Esqr.,  of  Huntingdon  County,  James  Harris, 
of  Cumberland  County,  &  Mathew  Taylor,  of  Bedford  County,  «re 
proper  persons  to  be  Appointed  for  the  Bunniug  &  marking  said 
jJoundary.f 


Registeb   Oenekal   to    Deputy   Ssoretabt   of   Council — 
Papers,  1789. 

Sir, 

It  is  necessary  that  all  accounts  after  being  read  in  Ooundl^ 
should  be  returned  again  to  this  office. 
I  am  with  respect, 

your  most  hble  servt., 

JOHN  DONNALDSON. 
Beg.  Qenl's  Office,  April  11, 1789. 

Directed, 
James  Trimble,  Esqr.,  Deputy  Secretary  to  Council. 

*  A  draft  of  both  lots  accompazdes  these  on  file. 

t  See  €oL  Rec.,  YoL  XVI. »  p.  46— they  were  appointed. 
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Piiilttddpfaia,  A^  Uth,  1789. 
Sir,     . 

I  be^  leave  ia  lay  befbre  Gonucil  a  list  of  Eleven  City  Lots  pur- 
chased oy  Dootor  Ghrifltie  on  tho  first  day  of  December,  1787,  and 
not  yet  paid  for.  Vist.,  from  No.  2,265  tq  No.  2|275,  inclusive, 
'amounting  to  £825.  I  eball  be  glad  to  receive  InstrucUons  from 
70ur  Honorable  Board  respecting  a  re-sale,  in  case  it  shall  be  deem'd 
necessary.^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Ezoellency'6  most  obt.  servant, 

FRAS.  JOHNSTON. 
Dirededy 
His  Excellency^  Thomas  Miffiin,  Esqr.,  President  in  GoundL 


Messrs*  Petrbs  and  Gukwcn — ^LANOAema  TubupikBi  1789. 

Philadelphia,  April  15th,  1789. 
ffir, 

A  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Blookley  &  Merion  Townships 
have  requested  us  among  others,  to  wait  on  Gouncil  on  the  Subject 
of  the  Part  of  the  Lancaster  Road  called  Jones's  Lane.f  Previous 
to  our  being  able  to  lay  before  Council  any  Opinions  of  the  Mode 
of  making  the  Road,  it  was  necessary  to  know  whether  the  Plan  of 
having  the  Business  done  by  Contract  was  exclusively  adhered  to. 
We  have  never  been  able  tomako  such  Calculations  as  would  induce 
any  Persons  we  oould  depend  upon  to  undertake  a  Contract  with  any 
Prospect  of  Safety  to  themselves,  or  Justice  to  the  Public  It  ia  s 
new  Thing  in  this  Country,  &  the  first  Attempt  is  rather  an  Experi- 
.metot  thatt  anything  so  decidedly  known  as  to  form  an  Estimate  with 
Certainty.  The  Width  of  tho  Road  to  be  made  should  be  ascer- 
tained—^ whether  or  not  it  is  to  be  paved,  k  in  ehort  the  Mode 
exactly  pointed  out  which  will  be  ooosidered  as  satisftuttory  to  the 
Publio.  ContraotA  are  often  abused,  as  well  as  Undertakings  where 
no  Sums  are  limited.  If  Council  would  appoint  some  proper  Charae- 
ter  to  have  the  Road  effectually  made  under  such  Instructions  as 
they  should  please  to  direct,  we  conceive  the  Matter  could  be  «>- 
eomplished,  k  an  Account  kept  &  rendered  of  the  Expence.     We 

♦  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  96— to  be  re-sold.  -  • 

t  See  CoL  Bec.»  ToL  2TI.,  pp.  11,  140,  and  p.  885  of  tkis. 
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beliBve  Booh  a  Pencm  oould  be  found.  As  to  oiix8el?e0,  we  baTe  no 
ObjeotSi  bat  bave  taken  the  Liberty  of  mentioning  tkeie  Tfaingi 
to  Goonoil  on  a  public  Aooonnt.  We  take  the  FreMlom  to  obaerye 
that  if  a  8am  of  Money  oould  in  this  Inatanoe  be  applied  even  to 
learn  the  proper  Mode  of  turnpiking  Boads^  the  Experiment  would 
turn  out  advantaffeous  in  its  oonaequenceey  tho'  more  might  be  kid 
out  from  Want  of  a  perfect  Knowledge  at  first  in  this  BusmesSi 
than  a  better  Acquaintance  with  it  would  in  future  cases  be  thought 
necessary. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be^ 

with  great  Beepeot  your  obed.  Servants. 
RICHARD  PETERS, 
JOHN  CURWEN.* 
Directed  f 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  &c. 
Indorsed^ 

[Read  the  same  day,  and  referred  to  Col.  Miles,  Mr.  Watt  & 
Potts,  their  report  inclosed.] 


Flour  Inspsotor  ojp  Pflij:.ADSLPHiA,  1789. 

Philadelphia  ss. 

This  is  to  certify  that  James  Read  Esq.,  hath  duly  qualified  before 
me  to  Execute  faithfully  &  impartially  the  office  of  Flour  Inspector 
for  the  City  &  County  of  Philada.  agreeable  to  Law,  Witness  my 
Hand  &  Seal, 

Philada.  April  28d,  1789. 

WM.  POLLARD.t 


oltbment  biddlk  to  committee  op  council—on  exchange 
Loans,  1789. 

Gentlemen, 

On  your  desire  that  I  would  commit  to  writing,  my  observations 
on  the  mode  of  Exchanging  the  Certificates  in  pursuance  of  the  late 
liaw  for  repealing  the  payment  of  New  Loan,  or  the  Interest  there- 
of, I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  it  seems  to  be  the  intention  of  the 
Law,  not  only  to  give  every  possible  facility  to  the  holders  of  the 
New  Loan  certificates  to  exchange  them  without  delay  for  their 
original  certificates,  or  others  of  the  same  amount,  but  also  to  stop 

*  See  Col.  RWm  Vol.  3LVX,  p.  XI,  140,  and  p.  886^  of  m% 
t  Bee  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  AVi.,  p.  62.  this  appears  to  be  a  re^appointment 
Vol.  XL— 26 
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the  payment  of  the  InterMt  by  tbis  State.  To  effect  tbe  speed/ 
fizchange,  I  am  of  opinion  tbat  Connoil  might  Order, 

That  the  Oomptoller  General  be  directed  to  draw  from  tbe  Loan 
officer  of  tbe  United  States  so  much  Interest  in  Indents  on  snch 
Certificates  as  shall  be  applied  for  to  bim,  to  be  exchanged  as  shall 
enable  him  to  pay  tbe  Interest  that  may  be  due  on  such  New  Loan 
Certificates  as  may  be  offered  for  Exchange,  and  that  the  Comptroller 
General  be  directed  to  exchange  such  New  Loan  Certificates  as  shall 
be  offered  to  him  for  that  purpose  for  the  original  Certificates  of  tbe 
United  States,  which  were  loan'd  for  the  same,  and  are  in  his  hands 
to  answer  the  amount,  and  in  every  oase  where  this  State  shall  have 
received  more  Interest  from  the  United  States  than  shtM  have  been 
paid  on  such  New  Loan  certificates,  so  to  he  returned,  tbat  the 
Comptroller  General  shall  pfy  such  overplus  in  Indents  to  the 
bolder  or  holders  of  such  Certificates. 

That  where  Interest  shall  have  been  paid  on  any  New  Loan 
certificate  beyond  the  81st  day  of  December  1787,  the  Comptroller 
Genl  shall  receive  Indents  for  the  amount  of  Interest  so  paid^  to 
equalize  the  same  before  he  shall  exchange  such  certificate. 

That  when  any  new  loan  Certificate  shall  be  offered  to  the  Comp- 
troller General  to  be  exchanged,  and  which  from  having  been  cut 
up  or  divided  cannot  be  exchangedjfor  the  original  Certificate  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  Comptroller  General  be  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  exchange  the  same  from  such  of  the  Certificates  of  the 
United  States  for  the  like  sums  as  have  been  paid  into  tbe  land 
office  of  this  State,  and  to  settle  the  same  in  Indents  in  the  same 
Manner  as  before  mentioned,  in  the  Exchange  of  New  Loan  Certifi- 
cates for  the  original  Certificates  of  the  United  States. 

This  mode  will,  I  imagine,  go  far  towards  accommodating^all  such 
as  may  immediately  apply  for  an  Exchange  of  their  certificates,  but 
if  on  Experience  it  is  not  found  to  answer  every  Case,  a  sum  in  the 
certificates  of  the  United  States,  which  have  been  paid  into  tbe  Land 
office  of  this  State  may  be  entered  on  the  Books  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  names  of  the  Members  of  Congress  of  this 
State  or  some  of  them  as  Trustees  for  the  State,  and  on  any  Gertifi- 
oates  being  produced  to  the  Comptroller  General  which  could  not  be 
exchanged  in  the  mode  herein  before  mentioned  on  a  certificate 
from  him  of  the  amount,  a  transfer  could  be  made  by  the^Tmsteet 
aforesaid  on  the  Books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the 
holder  of  such  Certificate,  and  the  State  would  be  then  charged  there- 
with on  the  Books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  such 
Cftses  tbe  Interest  may  be  equalized  in  the  same  manner  as  before 
proposed  to  be  done  by  the  Comptroller  General. 

Many  Certificates  have  been  loaned,  bearing  date  between  the  Ist 
September  1787,  and  1st  March  1788,  which  are  depreciated  on  the 
principal  sum,  but  draw  Interest  on  the  nominal  sum,  these  could 
not  be  tranafered  on  the  Books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  nor 
readily  oxohanged  for  those  paid  into  the  Land  office  of  this  Stetc, 
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but  80  few  of  these,  if  any,  have  been  eat  up  or  divided  iMhl  Ihey 
will  generally  find  the  original  oertifioatea  to  Ezobaoge  for  them. 
There  is  at  present  a  Considerable  Demand  for  Oertifioales  of  th# 
United  States,  wbioh  is  the  only  reason  that  there  is  a  brisk  sale 
for  the  new  loan  Gertifieaies  with  very  little  abatement  in  prioe  (nm 
what  they  were  before  the  stoppage  of  the  Interest  by  the  State« 

It  might  be  advisable  in  the  State  to  facilitate  an  immediate 
Exehange  to  induce  the  purchasers  who  have  a  view  to  that  modoi 
to  make  the  same,  before  the  payment  of  the  April  Interest  which 
would  be  a  very  great  saving  to  this  State,  but  the  purchasersi 
generally  waiting  for  the  Interest  to  October  last,  and  as  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State  has  entered  Interest  on  the  New  Loan  Cer* 
tifioates  to  that  time,  not  only  for  the  paper  Bank,  but  for  many 
Individuals,  it  would  be  advisable,  and  but  equal  Justice,  for  the 
State  Treasurer  to  enter  the  Interest  to  October  last,  at  least  on  all 
such  New  loan  Certificates  as  should  be  offered  for  Exchange,  he 
should  be  strongly  prohibited  from  entering  the  present  April 
Interest  in  any  Case  whatsoever,  until  all  preceding  Interest  is 
first  paid  up,  aud  he  is  actually  in  cash  to  pay  the  same,  which 
would  secure  the  last  six  months  interest  to  the  State,  as  the  present 
disposition  to  exchange  is  so  great,  that  a  Coosiderable  part  of  the 
New  loan  Certificates,  will  be  returned  to  the  Comptroller  General 
before  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  is  in  a  situation  to  discharge  the 
April  Interest.     I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  respect,  your  most  obed. 
&  very  humble  servt. 

CLEMENT  BIDDLB. 

Philadelphia,  April  23,  1789. 
Directedy 

The  Honble.  Samuel  Miles,  Abraham  Smith  and  David  Redick; 
Esquires. 

Heport  of  Committee  on  Securinq  Publio  Becordb,  1789. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  plan  for  securing 
the  Public  Record  Ac,  Report.  That  two  Watchmen  will  bo 
sufficient  to  guard  the  Buildings  and  public  papers  in  the  State 
House  &  wings,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  requisite  to  employ  one  man 
for  the  safety  of  the  Public  Treasury.  The  necessary  annual  ex« 
penoes  of  this  establishment  will  probably  be  nearly  as  follower  vis : 
2  Watchmen  for  the  State  House  who  must  continue 

on  duty  from  dark  until  day  light,  10  Dots.   ^  mo.  £  90 
1  Ditto  for  Treasury,  to  be  on  duty  the  usual  time  of 

the  City  watch,  60  s.  ^  mo.  86 

Oil  for  4  lamps,  60  Gallons,  3  s.  6  p.  10  10 

Cotton  wick  for  four  lamps^  12  6 

£m    2  6 
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BerfAis  the  above,  there  will  t)e  acme  immediate  Expenee  in 
Lamps,  Ladders,  Staves,  fto.  Toor  oommittee  woidd  upon  tlie 
whole,  oiFer  the  fullowing  Resolution. 

Reeolred,  That  the  Seorelary  of  Conlioil  be  &  he  is  berebj 
aothoriied  and  requested  to  engage  two  sober  Honest  men,  as  wateh* 
men  for  the  State  House,  and  one  man  of  like  character  for  the 
Treasury,  if  it  be  found  necessary,  and  to  oontract  for  the  requisite 
quantity  of  oil  ft  cotton  wick  for  the  Lamps,  and  likewise  to  pro- 
vide proper  watch  Flames,  Ac.'*' 


John  Adlum  to  Pebs.  Mifflin,  1789. 

To  his  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council. 

In  Pursuance  of  a  Resolve  of  your  Honble.  Board,  dated  the  4th 
Inst^f  directing  John  Lukens  Esq.,  Surveyor  General,  to  appoint  a 
proper  Person  to  Locate  &  Survey  four  Reserved  Tracts  of  Land, 
at  Presque  Isb^  La  Bcauf  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  State. 

And  whereas,  the  subscriber  has  received  a  Commission  from  the 
Surveyor  General,  authorising  him  to  survey  the  said  reserved 
Tracts,  and  wishing  to  go  on  said  business  as  soon  as  the  season  will 
permi^  he  therefore,  thinks  itj  expedient  to  apply  to  your  Honble. 
board,  for  the  sum  of  Pounds,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  on 

said  business. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  &c.. 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedt,  Humb.  Servt. 

JOHN  ADLUM. 

April  14tfa,  178p. 
Jndonedf 

[Referred  to  Vice  President  Mr.  Redick,  Mr.  Smith,  See  March 
1784,  act  of  Assembly.] 


ESTIMATB  OF  EXPENSBS,  FOR  SURVBYINQ   TrAOTS  AT     FSMBQim 

Ibls,  &o.,  1789. 

An  estimate  of  ezpenoes  for  Provisions,  Hands  &c.,  for  Surveyii^ 
the  reserved  Tracts  at  Presque  Isle,  Le  Beauf,  Sio.,  for  the  use  of  the 
State. 

*  See  page  558,  also  Col.  Bee.,  Tol.  XVt,  p.  64. 
t  Se«  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  46,  66, 
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£    8  D 

To  expenoes  for  Provisions,  PaokiDg,  fto.,  for  60  dajS|        26  10  0 
To  6xp«noes  for  four  ^alld8|  80  00  0 


*£56  10  0 


Indorgedy 

[Reported  on  24th  Ap.  1789.] 


BeFOBT  or  CoMMtTTEB  ON  LETTER  OT  ME.  ADLTTH^ErI1| 

1789. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adlum,  Snrve/Or  r^ 
questing  a  sum  of  money  to  be  advanced  to  him,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  locate  and  soryej  the  several  tracts  of  Land  reserved  by  re- 
solve of  the  Genl.  Assembly  of  the  I24th^  of  March  last  was  refered 
beg  leave  to  report 

That  it  appears  to  yonr  committee  that  the  Honorable  the  (}enl. 
ABsembly,  by'their  resolve  of  the  24th  of  March  last,  did  request  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  to  direct  locations  to  be  made  and 
surveyed  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  of  lands  at  Preeque 
Irie,  formed  by  Lake  Ericy  at  le  Beauf,  at  the  head  of  thv  navigation 
of  French  creek,  at  the  mouth  of  Canawango  in  the  County  of 
Allcgania,  and  at  the  Fort  of  Yanango,  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  acres  at  each  place,  and  that  the  Assembly  will  provide  bj 
Law  accordingly.  That  the  board  by  their  act  of  the  4th  of  thb 
Instf  April,  in  compliance  with  the  said  resolution  of  the  Honble. 
the  Assembly  did  direct  the  Surveyor  Oenl.  to  appoint  a  proper 
person  to  locate  and  Survey  the  said  reservations,  and  it  appears 
that  the  Surveyor  Genl.  in  compliance  therewith,  hath  appointed  and 
commissioned  Mr  John  Adlum  for  the  purnoses  aforesaid.  Tour 
committee  has  cast  their  eyes  around  in  search  of  a  fund  on  which 
Council  might  lay  their  band  in  order  to  enable  the  Surveyor  to 
proceed  to  the  execution  of  the  business,  the  committee  finds  no 
monies  which  Council  may  with  proprietory  advance  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  they  therefore  offer  the  following  resolve.  That  the 
request  of  Mr.  Adlum  cannot  at  present  be  complied  with. 
Adanedf 

[Read  1st  Time,  24th  April,  1789,  read  ft  adopted  28th  Septem. 
1789. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  66. 

t  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XYt,  p.  86,  46,  66  . 
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Dr.  Bbnjamin  Bush  to  Pres.  Hiffun^  &c.,  1789. 

PbUada.  May,  1789. 

Permit  me  for  the  last  time,  to  request  an  order  thro'  the  treasurer 
of  the  State,  for  a  draft  upon  the  treasury  of  Cumberland  county, 
for  six  months  interest  upon  the  certifioates  of  Dickinson  College 
due  on  the  first  day  of  last  month. 

Tour  oompliance  with  this  request  will  add  to  the  many  obliga- 
tions conferred  upon  that  Seminary  of  learning  by  the  legislatare  & 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to.  be  in  the  name  of  the 
trustees  of  the  College,  your  most  humble  servant. 

BENJN,  BUSH.* 

His  Ezcellenoy,  The  President,  and  the  Honble  the  Executive 
Gounoil  of  Pennsylvania. 


BiSPOBff  OF  GOMPTROLLEB  OeNBRAL  ON  OiTOSR'S  AOOOOHTS 

1789. 

Names  of  Officers.  To  what  time  settled. 

Charles  Biddle,  Esqr.   Secry.  of  Council  for  )  till'  23d  October 

fees,,                                                         I  1788. 

Sharp  Delaney,  Esq.,  Collector  of  the  Customs,  Ist  April,      do 

Wardens  of  the  Port,  Sept.            1787. 

Samuel  Caldwell  Esq.,  Tonnage  officer,  not 
settled  since  his  appointment,  but  accounts 
promised  in  a  few  days. 

John  Jones  Health  officer,  July,  1st,    1788. 

John  Patton,  Esq.,  Auctioneer  City  Philada.  Aug.  14tb,    do 

Adam    Hubley,   Esq.,  do  Southwark,  do  20th,      do 

Christian  Febiger  Esq.,  do  Northern  Liberties,  Nov.  1st,       do 

Francis  Johnston,  Esq.,  Bee,  Genl.   for  lands 

sold,  do                do 

ditto                                             for  fees  reed.  do                do 

John  Lukcns  Esq.,  Surveyor  Gen.  for  fees  reed.  Aug.  1st,      do 

David  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Secy.  Land  office  for  fees 

reed.  do                do 

(  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  late  Proth.  County  Phila.  Sept.  22nd,  do 
(  James  Biddle,  Esq.,  appointed  lately. 

Samuel  Benezet,  Prothy.  Buek  County,  Feb.  Srd,    1787. 

*  See  Col.  Eec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  77. 
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Caleb  Davis  Pothy.  Chester  County  Phfla. 

John  Hubley         do      Lancaster, 

Henry  Miller         do      York, 

Williams  Lyons      do      Cumberland, 

John  Agnew  Clerk  qr.,  sessions  do 

Daniel  Levan,  Esq.,  do    Berks, 

W  illiam  Craig  Esq . ,  do    Northampton,  appointed 
May  1788,  not  settled  sioce. 

David  Espy,  Esq.,    do    Bedford, 

Lawrence    Keene,    Esq,    Clerk    qr.     sessions 
Northd.  Co.,  'till  July  18th,  1787. 

Michael  Haffnagle,  Esq.,  do        Westmoreland, 

Thomas  Scoti,  Esq.,  do 

Ephraim  Douglass,  Esq  ,  do 

Edward  Crawford,  Esq.,   do 

Thomas  Craig,  Esq.,         do 

Alexander  Graydon,  Esq.,  do 

Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  do 
settled  since  appointment. 

Lazarus  McLean,  Esq.,      do 

James  Bryson,  Esq.,         do 
pointed  last  sessions. 

Hillary  Baker,  Esq.,         do 

William  Nicholas,  Esq.|    do 
Philada. 

William  Henry,  Esq  ,  Lieut,  of  City  of  Philada. 
&  Liberties. 

William  Coats,  Esq.,        do 

franois  Murray,  Esq.,      do 

Joseph  McClellan,  Esq.,  do 

James  Ross,  Esq.,  do 

William  Seott,  Esq.,       do 

George  Gibson,  Esq.,      do 

Valentine  Eckert,  Esq.,  do 

John  Craig,  Esq.,  do 

appointed  in  1787,  not  settled  since. 

Hugh  Barclay,  Esq.,       do         Bedford  do  ap- 
pointed Deer.  1787,  not  settled  since. 

^William  Wilson,  Esq.,    do        Northumberland 
till  1785. 

Charles  Campbell,  Esq.,  do        Westmoreland 
appointed — not  settled  since. 

James  Marshall,  Esq.,     do        Washington,  do 

William  Bell,  Esq.,  Lieut.   Fayette  County  ap- 
pointed 1785,  not  settled  since. 
.  Jeremiah  Talbot  Esq.,  do     Franklin   do  appd- 
Decr<   787^  not  settled  sinoe. 


Washington, 
Fayette, 
Franklin, 
Montgomery, 
Dauphin, 
Luzerne,     not 

Huntington, 
Alleganey    ap? 

Philad.  Co. 
of  City  Court 


Phila.  County. 
Bucks  do 
Chester  do 
Lancaster  do 
York  do 
Cumberland  do 
Berks,  do 
Northampton  do 


Aug.  26th,  1788. 
Sept.  20th,    do 
June^lst,    1787. 
July,  24th,  do 
Aug.  10th,  1786. 
Sept.  20tb,  1787. 


April, 


Dec. 

Apl. 

May, 

April, 

Nov. 

Oct. 


1787. 


1T85. 
1788. 

do    ^ 

do 

1785. 
1787. 


Nov.  19th,  1788. 

Oct.  18th,  17S8. 

Aug.  6th,     do 

Sept.  8th,    1788. 

March,        1783. 

March, 

July, 

March, 

Peby. 

March, 

Nov. 


1787. 
1788. 

do 
1787. 
1788. 
1785. 


Nov. 


1786. 
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Abef  Morgan,  Esq.,     do     till  1785. 
John  Gloninger,  Esq.,  do      Dauphin,  do 
ZebaloD  Botlei,  Esq.,  do     Luaerne,   do 
Edward  Bartholomew,  Esq.,  Collr.  ExoisOi  City 
&  Go.  Philada. 


do  Bucks  Gountji 
do  Chester    do 
do  Lancaster,  do 
do  York        do 
Gamberland  do.  not 


William  Harvey,  Esq.| 
John  Christie,  Esq., 
Samuel  Twibett,  Esq., 
John  Forsjtb,  Esq., 
Richard  Parker,  Esq., 

settled  soon  expected. 
Nicholas  Brossius,  Esq., 
John  Craig,  Esq., 

lately  appointed. 
Samnel  Crossan,  Esq., 

Ohristopher  Derring,  Esq.,  do  Northnmberland 
Not  settled,  bat  writes  he  can  get  little. 

Westmoreland, ' 
Washington, 
Fajette, 
Frankln, 
do    Montgomeiy, 
do    Dauphin, 


do  Berks,    do 
do  Northampton 

do  Bedford, 


Collectors  of 
u 


Jaoob  Anld,  Esq., 
Andrew  Forrest,  E8q.| 


Sept 
Aug.- 


1788^ 
1788. 


Jany. 
Oct  26th, 
Jany.  Is^ 
Sept  22nd,  1788. 
Aug.  Ist,    1788. 


1788. 
1786. 
1788. 


Aug. 


1787. 


Nov.  2nd,    1788. 


have  not  acted. 


till  Oct 
Aug. 


1787. 


RePOBT  of  GoMPTROIiLERS  on  OfFIOEBS  and  THKIB  AC00UHT8, 

1789. 

List  of  Officers,  with  the  dates  to  which  their  aoooiuita 
lively  have  been  rendered  by  them  for  settlement. 


Names  of  Officers, 


To  what  time. 


Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Secy.  Council, 

Sharp  Delaney,  Esq.,  Collr.  Customs, 

Wardens  of  the  Port, 

Samuel  Caldwell,  Esq.,  Tonnage  officer, 

John  Jones  Health  officer, 

John  Patton,  Auctioneer,  City  of  Philad. 

Adam  Hubley,  Esq^        do  Southwark, 

William  Shannon,  Ksq.,  do  Northern  Liberties, 

lately  appd. 
Francis  Johnston,  Esq.,  Receiver  Gknl.  for  lands 

Bold. 
do  for  fees, 


23d,  April.  1789. 
Ist,  May,  1788. 
Sept.  1787. 

Mar.  22nd,  1788. 
Jany.  Isfc,  1789. 
Nov.  14th,  1788. 
Feb.  25th,  1789. 


let,  Feby. 
la^  Feby. 


1789. 
1789. 
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David  Kennedy,  ipaq:^  SeanUajr 
John  Lnkensy  Esq.,  Sarvejor  Oenl. 
June  Biddle,  Esq.,  Prouiy.  Oity  & 
I^hilade.  lately  appd. 


County 


Samnel  Benecet     ~~  do 

Caleb  E>aTi8,  Esq.y  do 

John  Habley,  Esq ,  do 

Henry  Miller,  Esq.,  do 

WiUiam  Lyons,  Esq.^  do 


Bucks, 

CbesteTi 

Lancaster, 

York, 

Gnmberland, 


John  A^new,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  Qr.  sessions  do 
Daniel  Levan,  Esq.,  Prothy  Berks,  (writs  to 

29th  March,  1789.)  LioenseB  lo  Apnl,  DOfch, 

1?89. 
Wm.  Craig,  Esq.,    .     do 
David  Espy  Esq.,         do 

reed.  Binse  lo  6th  B^y. 

1787. 
Laurence  Keene^  Esq.,  do 

Co.,  till  Aug.  term  1788. 
Michael  Huffnagle,  Esq.,  do 
Thomas  Scott,  Esq.,    do 
Spfaraim  Doaghs,        do 


NorthamptoD, 
Bedford    County 
1789,  'tiU  A^ 

Northumberland 


Westmoreland  Co. 
Washington  Co. 
Fayette        do 


Edward  Crawford,  Esq.,  Pronthonotary  Frank- 
lin .County. 

Thomas  Craig,  Esq.,  do 

Alexander  Graydon,  Esq.,  do 

Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  do 

Andrew  Henderson,  Esq  »do 
lately  appointed,  not  settled. 

James  Bryson,  Esq.,  do 

Bilwry  Baker,  Esq.,  Clerk  Qr.  sessions 
Co. 

William  Henry  Esq.,  Lieut.  City  of  Philada  ft 
liberties, 

William  Coats,  Esq.,        do 

Francis  Muaray  Esq.,       do 

Joseph  McClellan,  Esq.,   do 

James  Boss,  Esq.,  do 

William  Scott,  Esq.,         do 

George  Gibson^  Esq.,        do 

Valentine  Eckert,  Esq.,    do 

John  Craig,  Esq.,  do 

appd.  1787,  not  settled  since. 

Hugh  Barclay,  Esq.,         do 

WiUiam  Wilson^  Esq.i     do 
land,  Co. 


Montgomery  do 
Dauphin,  do 
Luzerne,    do 
Huntington  do 

Alleganey,     do 
Philada. 


County  of  Phila. 
Bucks, 
Chester, 
Lancaster, 
York, 

Cumberlandi 
Berks. 
Northampton, 

Bedford, 
Northumber- 


1st,  Feby.  1780. 
lst,Feby.   1789. 


21st  Feb.  1789. 
22nd,  Mar.  1789. 
Jane,  1st,  1787. 
July,  24th,  1787. 
Aog.  16tl^  1789. 


May,  22nd,  1789. 


Deo. 

Sept 

May, 


1785. 
1788. 
1789. 


April,  1st,  1789. 
March,  1789. 
August.  1788. 
Oct7tb,    1786. 


Sept  26th,  1789. 
March,  1st,  1789. 


May,  1st, 
March, 
March, 
July, 
March, 
Feby, 
May,  1st, 
May,  1st, 


do 
1783. 

1787. 
1788. 
178^. 
1787. 
1789. 
1789. 


25* 


Nov.  80ih,  1787. 
1785. 
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Gbarleft    Campbell,  Esq.,  Lieut, 
not  settled  since  appmt 


Westmoreland 


James  Marshall,  Eaq.|        do      Waahington, 
William  Bell,  Esq.,  do      Fajette^  appd. 

1785,  not  settled. 
Jelemiah  Talbot,  Esq.,      do      Franklin, 
Abel  Montgomery  Esq.,     do      Montgomery, 

appd.  1785,  not  settled  sinoe. 
John  Gloningle,  Esq.^       do        Dauphin, 
Zebulbn  Butler,  Esq.,        do       LuEeme, 
Richard  Butler,  Esq.,        do        AUcganey, 
Edward  Bartholomew  Esq.  do     CoUr.    Excise 

City  &  Philadelphia, 
William  Harvey,  Esq.,  Oollr.  Excise,    BuekS| 


Nov. 


1788. 


John  Christie,  Esq., 
Samuel  Terbert,  Esq., 
John  Forsyth,  Esq., 
Richard  Parker,  Esq., 
Nicholas  Brossius  Esq., 
John  Craig,  Esq., 
appd.  fall,  1788. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 


Chester, 

Lancaateri 

York, 

Cumberlandj 

Berks, 

Northampton, 


Apl,  18th,  1789. 


Sept.  17S8. 

Aug.  26lh,  1788. 
8Utb,  Sept,  1788. 

Jany.  Ist,  1789. 
Oct.  26th,  1786. 
March,  1789. 
Sept.  22nd,  1788. 
Aug.  1st,  1788. 
June,  2nd,  1787. 
August,       1787. 


Bedford  Co. 

Northumberland 

Westmoreland, 

Washington, 

Fayette, 

Franklin, 

Montgomery, 

Dauphin, 


1788. 
1786. 
1787. 
1786. 


Samuel  Croasan,  Esq., 
Christopher  Derring,  Esq.,  do 
John  GKffer,  Esq.,  do 

John  Todd,  Esq.,  do 

Joseph  Dougles,  Esq.,  do 
Robert  Parker,  Esq.,  do 
Jaoob  Auld,  E8q.,t  do 
Andrew  Forrest,  Esq.,  do 
Directed^ 

To  His  Ezcelly.  The  President,  ft  the  Honble.  the  Supreme 
Bzecutiye  Council  of  Pennsylya.,  The  above  is  respectfully  anb- 
mittedby , 

JN.  NICHOLSON, 
Comptr.  Genl'B  Office,  May  eth,  1789. 


Not.  2nd, 
Mar.  7th, 
Mar.  8rd, 
Dee.  12th, 
Deo.  12th,  1786. 
Not.  17th,  1787. 
Apl.  16th,  1789. 
August,       1787, 


RxsoLunoN  ov  Congbess  on  Imposts,  1789. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 
Friday,  the  8th  of  May,  1789. 
On  motion. 

Ordered.     That  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  29th,  ultimo,  to* 
report  an  estimate  of  the  supplies  requisite  for  this  present  year,  and 
of  the  nett  produce  of  the  impost  as  agreed  to  by  the  House,  be 
«  See  Col.  lUso.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  70,  71. 
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an Ikcfrit^  fttd  kutinieled  to  eMkol  ewly  uad  smAMde 
of  the  partiottlar  articles  of  fopeign  prodaoo  and  annpfipati 
ally  imported  into,  and  of  all  the  articles  exported  fron  the  several 
states,  and  the  valve  of  snoh  imports  and  exports :  also  tha  namHsr 
of  vessels  both  foreign  and  domestio  entered  and  cleared  doriog  tint 
'  lime,  speafying  their  tonnage,  and  the  nations  to  which  they  respec- 
tively belong :  specifying  also,  the  exact  numbers  of  eseh  partkolar 
description  of  vessels  of  each  nation,  and  the  amosnt  of  tonnage  of 
each  partioiilar  vessel. 

Extract  from  the  Joamali 

JOHNBECKLBy,olerk.' 


GoAlMITTEl  OF  CONaREBB  TO  PrS8.  MiFTUN,  ImPOBTS,  1789* 

New  York,  May  9th>  1788.. 
Sir, 

The  House  of  representativea  of  the  United  States  being  mneh  in 
want  of  the  information  mentioned  in  the  order  prefixed  in  parsnanoe 
of  tbeir  intentions,  we  request  your  Excellency  to  dueot  the  proper 
•tatementa  to  be  obtained,  and  transmitted  to  us,  and  if  they  can- 
not in  every  respect  be  conformed  to,  the  order  we  request  the  best 
documents,  that  can  be  procured  as  they  will  be  necessary  in  formivg 
the  important  acts  of  Congress,  respecting  revenue  &  commerce. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 

with  every  Sentiment  of  raepeot  your 

most  obedient  &  very  humble  Servants 

£.  GERRY, 
W.  SMITH, 

J.  PARKEE. 

Committee  of  Representatives.'^ 
Directed^ 

His  Exoelleney  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


Andrew  Elucott  to  Presipemt  MitfliN;  &c,,  1789. 

May  7th,  1789. 
Gentlemen, 

Immediately  after  I  return  from  N.  York,  I  shall  set  out  to  the 
westward  in  order  to  make  a  survey  of  the  Islands  in  the  Ohio,t  and 
Allegany  Rivers,  agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  your  Hon' bio  Body  passed 

«  See  answer,  May  28th,  p.  686. 
f  See  Vol  X.,  p.  452. 
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in  Jantnr  iMt---^  thoiefaM  ro|iMM  Ikat  M»e  i»eftM  P9 
did  to  dfiosj  the  aaoaiBMy  fa^wnds. 

The  BeaHTfea  of  oertain  Traota  of  lami,  made  bj  the  OoDecd 
AaatmUy  of  this  StatOi  at  their  late  Seeeion,  might  haw  been  aor- 
veyed  at  the  aame  time,  with  but  small  additional  expense :  this  I 
•made  known  to  Mr.  Lnkens,  who  approTed  of  the  Pkn  and  frequent- 
ly assured  me  that  it  was  his  determinationi  as  far  as  he  was  ooneem- 
.«d,  to  hare  the  whole  ezeoated  at  the  same  time,  by  the  same  person. 
Why  he  altered  his  opinion  with  regard  to  the  persotti  and  why  he 
thoaght  proper  to  add  to  the  expense  of  6o?emment  I  oannot  pre- 
tend to  say. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be 

yonr  Hble.  Servt 

AND.  ELLICOTT.* 

His  Exoellenoy  The  President,  and  Supreme  £xeouti?e  Gonndl 
Pennsgrtrania, 


Cheroksb  Ohiefs  to  PRBsiBBirr  MiFFLnr,  1789. 

Big  higfaowassee;  Hay  the  15th;  1789. 
Great  ft  Beloyed  Brother, 

We  have  thought  the  time  long  to  see  yon  onoe  more,  and  smoke 
the  Pipe  of  friendship  together  in  Peaoe,  the  Days  hare  Bin  when 
we  were  as  one  People,  But  times  have  altered  greatly :  then  yon  was 
in  Destress,  all  the  Northward  Indians  &  French  was  at  ware  with 
yon,  then  yon  eold  send  for  us  to  help  you,  which  we  allwaya  did 
without  hesitatbg,  now  the  Shawneys  Liyes  at  home,  in  Peace,  and 
na  person  oonoerning  with  them,  But  we  are  Drove  as  it  were  into 
the  Sea  we  have  haraly  land  sufficiant  to  stand  upon,  we  are  neither 
fish  nor  Birds,  we  cannot  live  in  the  water  nor  in  the  air;  the  days 
have  Bin  when  we  was  able  to  use  our  Brothers,  the  white  People 
well,  but  now  we  are  Reduced  to  the  lowest  degree  of  want  and 
Miasery  By  a  Set  of  Bad  People,  who  wants  to  Drive  ns  into  the 
sea ;  now  Brothers  if  you  can  do  any  thing  for  our  People  on  their 
Jom^,  or  in  helping  them  to  fix  matters  in  Congress,  so  that  we 
may  Live  ki  Peace,  we  will  Reward  you  according  to  Request. 

Ottz  Beloved  Brother,  whom  we  have  chosen  to  do  our  Boainees 
at  OoAgress  with  the  beloved  men,  he  can  inform  you  what  we  want 
you  to  do  for  us,  ft  our  Request  to  Congress  We  hope  the  Oxed^t 
of  our  State  will  not  Be  Less  than  yours  or  any  others,  therefore  if 
you  assist  our  People  it  will  Be  Repaid  you  again,  we  hope  our 
Bequest  will  be  giunted  by  Congress;  and  we  may  beoome  n  pow«r 
*  Bee  peges  427,  684. 
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in  die  Vvioikf  m  wdl  «g  the  Eeit  of  oor  broAors.    H#Ip  oipr 
Belov'd  Brother,  if  Possible,  &  the  favour  shall  not  be  forgotton 
By  your  friends  &  Brothers  the  chiefs  of  the  over  hill-towns. 
In  GoQBoil  assembled  at  highowassee. 

•  Indorsed, 

Letter  from  the  Cherokee  Chiefs  of  Indians. 

Directed, 

To  his  Excellenoy,  the  Oo?emor  of  Pennsylvania.    Hon'd  by 
H^  Bennet  Ballings  Esq'r. 


iMmucximB  TO  Evan  Owen— -Nxsoofeo  BoaD|  1789. 

To  Even  Owen. 

Agreeably  to  an  Act  of  Oenend  Assembly  dated  March  27th, 
1789,  Vesting  the  Executive  Council  with  powers  for  appointing  a 
suitable  penon  to  open  the  Bemaining  part  of  the  xoad  not  yet 
oompleated  Between  the  River  Susquehanna,  at  the  Falls  of 
Nescopeck  and  the  Lehigh.  The  President  ft  Supreme  Executive 
Co«n«J  have  therefore  thought  proper,  by  virtue  of  those  powers  to 
them  granted  by  said  act  of  Gen'l  AjBsembly  to  appoint  ft  oon- 
Btitnte  you  Commissioner  for  that  purpose  authorising  ft  requiring 
yon  Lnmediat^ly  to  proceed  to  the  opening  of  said  Bemaining  part, 
of  the  above  described  Bead  in  a  proper  manner  for  the  accomodat- 
ing of  Travellers,  or  so  much  thereof,  as  the  money  appropriated 
for  that  purpose,  will  enable  you  to  do ;  ft  when  Compleated  or 
the  money  expended,  you  will  produce  your  accounts  accompanied 
with  their  proper  Vouchers  for  settlement. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

.       CHARLES  BIDDLE,* 
Secr'y. 


Pees.  HnrruN  to  CoMBiiTTsi  of  Conobiss,  1789. 

Philad'a,  May  28, 1789. 
Gent., 

By  the  directions  of  his  Excel,  the  President  and  the  S.  E.  0.,  I 
transmit  you  statementsf  of  the  particular  articles  of  forcMpi 
prodjGiee  and  manufactures  imported  into^  and  of  all  the  articles 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XYI.,  pp.  88,  86. 
f  Not  found. 
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exported  from  the  Sliiie  from  the  Ist  of  Jan'y,  ITSS^  to  the  Ist  ef 
Ja  y,  '89  with  the  number  of  vesselfl,  both  Foreign  and  Domestie 
entered  and  cleared  during  that  time. 

Yr.  Letter*  requesting  these  docamenifl,  was  not  reeeivod  bj 
Gounofl  before  the  16th  inst,  and  no  time  has  been  lost  mnoe  in 
preparing  them. 

I  haTe  the  honor  to  be, 

Oent.,  jr.  most  obd't 

humble  Servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLB, 

Secr'y. 
Directed^ 

Hon.  B.  Oerry.  Wm.  Smith  &  J.  Parker.  Oooniittee  of  H.  B. 
U.S. 


Repoet  on  Oontrollsrs   aooouivts  roE   RtPAiBS   TO  Mud 
Island,  1789. 

The  Gommitte  to  whom  was  Referred  the  accompCs  of  John 
Nicholson,  Esq'r,  for  the  Monies  paid  by  him  for  the  Repairs  done 
to  the  Banks  of  Mnd  Island,  Beg  leave  to  Report  that  the  snin  of 
Seventy-Eight  pounds  2s.  9,  paper  money  as  stated  in  his  atoeompt^ 
appears  by  sufficient  Vouchers  to  have  been  paid  by  him  for  the 
above  purpose. 

Therefore  Resolved,  that  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  in 
his  favour  for  the  above  snm.f 


RXBOLDTIONS  01*  CONQBESS,   1789. 

(Daplioate  ) 
United  States  of  America. 

In  Senate,  Ju&e  4th,  1789. 

Resolved,  That  in  ten  days  after  the  passing  of  every  act  of  Con- 

rs  during  the  present  session,  or  until  some  other  regulation  shall 
adopted  twenty-two  printed  Copies  thereof,  signed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representtves, 
and  certified  by  them  to  be  true  Copies  of  the  original  Acta,  1^ 

*  Se«  page  588. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  86 
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lodged  with  the  President  of  tlie  Uoited  States,  and  that  he  be 
teq nested  to  canse  to  be  traDsmitted,  two  of  the  said  copies  so 
attested  as  aforesaid  to  each  of  the  ^Supreme  BzecntiYes  in  the 
fieveral  States. 

Extract  from  the  Jonrnal, 

SAM.  A.  ons, 

Secretary. 
Tn  the  House  of  Bepresentives  of  the  United  States^  the  5th  of 
June,  1789. 

The  Hoose  proceeded  to  consider  the  foregoing  Resolution : 
wherenpon  Roaolyedj  That  this  House  doth  concur  with  the  Senate 
therein. 

Eztraet  from  the  Jonmali 

JOHN  BBCKLB7, 
CleA. 


ClBCtJLAB  or  PaSSIBERT  WaSHINOTOK  to  PfiXB.  MlFVLTN,  1789. 

(Circular.) 

New  Tork.  June  8th.  1789. 
Sir, 

As  Congress  have  not  yet  established  any  Departments  through 
wl^ioh  communications  can  be  officially  made  from  the  General 
Oovemment  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States;  I  do,  agreeably 
to  the  foregoiiig  Resolution,  transmit  to  your  Bxeellenoy  the  eneloatd 
Act,  and  have  the 

Honor  to  be,  with  due  respect. 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  Humble  Servant, 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
JDcrecfecf, 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Hiffiin. 

Indartedf 

Duplicate  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  Act  of  Congress  to  regulate  time  and 
manner  of  administering  certain  oaths,  June  8th,  1789. 

XVI.,  p.  92,  96. 
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BiPORT  (m  Accounts  or  Gkns.  ^utueb  Ain>  Oibsoh — ^fiax, 

1789. 

The  Committee  to  wHom  was  referred  tbe  aecompts  of  General 
Butler  and  General  John  GibB<m,  report  that  your  committee  are  of 
opinion  the  charges  in  the  several  acts,  of  six  dollars  ^  diem  for 
services  is  rather  a  high  charge ;  hut  on  examining  the  minutes  of 
Council  for  the  year  1784  and  1785|  we  find  that  Messrs.  Allee, 
Johnston  and  Maclay,  who  were  appointed  oommissioBers  Cor 
nmilar  purposes,  wer^i  on  settlement  allowed  the  same  sum  ^  diem, 
'  exclusive  of  their  expences,  and  inasmuch  as  the  three  Commis- 
sioners^ whose  sects,  are  now  under  consideration  haih  executed  the 
duties  of  their  said  Commission  to  the  full  satis&ction  of  the  State, 
and  that  under  cironBMtMices  which  adds  to  the  merits  of  the  service. 
Yoi^r  Committee  therefore  offer  the  following  resolve  to  wit : 

JELesoIved,  that  the  aecompts  of  the] said  Richard  Butler  and  of 
John  Gibson,  bej  as  settled  bj  the  Comptroller  &  Begister  Gen'l  be 
approved.* 


Col.  Johk  Canan  to  Yicb  Pbesibent  Boss— H^ntinqdov, 

1789. 

Huntingdon  Town,  June  10th,  1789. 
Sir, 

fr  Thomas  Duncan  Smith,f  Esquire's,  bad  state  of  Health  for  a  con- 
siderable time  past,  preventing  him  in  a  great  measure  from  doing 
the  duty  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  at  the  Town  afforeeaid,  and  the 
diferent  offioess  to  which  Andrew  Henderson,  Bsquire,  has  been 
appointed  in  many  instances  interfers  with  his  performing  the  ofliee 
of  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  said  Town  of  Huntingdon  makes 
it  requsite  that  another  should  be  commissioned  at  that  place  lor 
which  purpose  a  division  of  the  Township  of  Huntingdon  has  been 
made  by  the  Court  and  forwarded  to  Council.  You  may  remember 
a  return  of  an  Election  was  sent  to  oor  Board  last  January,  bat  for 
want  of  the  District  not  being  laid  off  and  approved  by  Council  no 
Commission  would  be  granted.  I  hope,  sir,  as  soon  as  the  three 
Months  expires  if  Council  approve  you  will  have  an  official  aooount 
sent  by  the  Post  to  Shipenburg,  care  of  Captain  fiippey. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient, 

&  very  Humble  Servant, 

jbHN  CANAN. 
Directedf 

Honorable  George  Boss,  Esquire,  Vice  President. 

♦  See  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  96. 

t  See  pp.  806—807 ;  also  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XVI.,  pp.  94,  96. 
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BxcEirmB,  QMSMRAir^m  Lots,  1780. 

Joseph   Meroier  14  City  Lots,  N.  2392  to  2816, 

isoliuiTe, jaeS 

Doet'r  David  Christie  11  Lot  N.  2266  to  2276,  826 

£1198 

The  above  Lots  are  not  yet  paid  for. 

FRAS.  JOHNSTON,  R.  G. 
Reo'r  Gen'l  Office,    }  ' 

June  11th,  1789.     J 


StATSMINT  01*  MONST  DRAWN  VOB  EfilE,  1789. 

Oompt.  Gen'ls  Office,  Jime  lltb,  1789. 

Siri 
The  foIlowiDg^raBghts  have  been  drawn  by  yonr  Honble  Board 

on  and  of  the  ezpences  of  the  Purchase  of  the  tract  on  the  sootb- 

ward  and  Eastward  of  Lake  Brie  in  Penn'a,  lately  purchased  of  %hf 

Natives,  vis. : 

Oct'r  8d,  1788,  Messrs.  Butler  &  Gibson,  £60    0    0 

May  18th,         Gibson  Bal,  175  19  10 

Oct'rlO,  B.  Elliott  for  a  Map  for  Comm'rs,        15    0 

An  order  in  fav.  WisterA  Aston.  £500  0  00 

Dec'r  23, 1788 

Ap'l  24th,  1789,        do.,  balance,  425  3  10 

925    8  10 

May  lath,  do.,  J.  Gibson  in  pt.  pay  per  A.  Dallas,      96    0    2 

£1258    8  10 


I  am.  Sir,  your  obed't  servt., 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency,  The  President,  in  Council. 

*  See  pages  606,  672  ;   and  CoL  Eeo.,  XVI.,  p.  96. 
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Report  of  OomiaTXEK  on  GovFimoLiXB  Qutlb*  Lsttkr — 
City  Lots,  1789. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  Comptroller  OeDl's 
letter  reepcctiog  some  City  lots  purchased  hy  him  some  time  past 
Report,  That  in  the  opinioo  of  yoar  Committee,  Coancil  are  not 
authoriEed  to  order  money  to  be  returned  which  has  been  paid  into 
the  poblio  Treasury  for  Ci^y  Lots  purchased  by  Individuals,  and  as 
the  Comptroller  Genl.  purchased  the  lots  refered  to  without  any 
direotions  of  this  board,  he  must  have  done  it  in  his  private  capacity, 
and  therefore  is  equally  intitled  with  any  other  person  to  bold  said 
lots,  and  therefore  offer  the  following  Resolution. 

Resolved,  that  John  Nicholson  Esq.,  is  entitled  to  receive  Patents, 
or  deeds  for  all  the  City  Lots  he  hath  purchased  and  paid  fur."*" 


Gapt.  W.  Fsrgvson  to  Prbs.  Miitlin,  1789. 

'    To  his  iizoellefiey.  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqiiire  and  the  HonwaUe 

%be  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

Oentlemen, 

I  have  now  recruited  upwards  of  fifty  soldiers  as  Part  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Quota  of  troops,  and  now  request  that  an  order  may 
be  drawn  in  my  favor  for  fifty  dollars  on  the  Treasury  on  the  same 
principle  that  Cap.  Zigler  reed,  a  dollar  "^  man  for  his  Recruits  last 
year. 

I  am  gentlemen, 

your  most  obedient  Humble  Servt 

W.  FERGUSON, 
Cap.  Artly.  1st  U.  States,  BegL 


Dbleqatss  in  Gongksss  to  Pres.  MijnruN — Jldicial  Courts, 

1789. 

New  York,  Jany.  16th,  1789. 
Sir, 

We  embrace  the  first  opportunity  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Bill 
to  Establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  Statesj  as  the  same 
stands  reported  to  the  Senate  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose.     This  bill  will  come  under  consideration  in  the  course  of 

«  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  94. 
t  Net  found. 
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MsiiredB,  tifed  will  probably  oeoisioii  amoii  dfeemrioQ  ft  debiito. 
Sliould  your  Ezcelleocy  &  tho  Supreme  Ezecutivo  Goanoil  booor 
ua  with  any  observationa  on  tbis  lull,  tbey  shall  be  tieated  with 
ail  poaaible  atteniiou  aad  respect  by  your  Exeellenoy'a, 
moat  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

WM.  MACLAT, 

ROBT.  MORRIS  * 

Directed, 

His  Ezccllency,  The  President  &  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania. 
Jndanedf 

[Read  in  Council  Ist  time,  Juno  20th,  1789.] 


SKOBSTART  BIDDLE   to  PROTHONOTAanS,    1789. 

Secretary's  office, 

Philadelphia^  June>  17th,  1789, 
Sir, 

By  directions  of  the  S.  E.  Counoil,^  I  transmit  you  six  Copies  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  an  act  directing  the  time  &  manner  of 
administering  certain  oatb8,f  which  you  are  required  to  promulgate 
for  the  information  of  all  persons  within  your  County. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  obedient  and, 

very  bumble  senant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Secy. 


Gen.  Richard  Butler  to  Pres.  Mifflin — Erie,  1789. 

/ 
Philada.,  June,  17th,  1789. 
Sir, 

Having  laid  before  your  Excellency  &  the  Hon'ble  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylva.  the  Treaty  made  with 
the  Indians  &  this  deed  of  sale  for  the  Lake  Erie  Tract  of  land  which 
Gen.  Gibson  &  myself  were  directed  by  your  Hon'ble  board  to  pur- 
chaee,  together  with  the  accouDts  of  the  whole  Expenditures  necea* 
sarily  incurred  in  transacting  said  business,  also  the  accounts  of  Gen. 
Gibson  and  myself  respectively  for  our  services  ft  Expenses  as  Com- 
missioners all  which  hath  been  approved — and  although  the  greatest 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XTL,  p,  100. 

t  See  page,  587. 
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Monomy  wm  QMd  bj  us  for  the  latarest  of  the  State,  the  sam  appno- 

Ktad  for  said  service  hath  been  Expended,  yet  we  have  done  the 
neat  A  home  onr  own  Expenses,  not  donbting  we  would  be  inme* 
diately  reimbursed  ft  paid  for  our  serviees.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to 
inform  yoor  Excellency  that  we  need  the  money,  and  conceiving 
that  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylva.  would  certainly  not  delay  the. 
payment  for  services  which  have  been  rendered,  I  hope  to  her  satis- 
faction, I  had  made  arrangements  which  would  make  it  particidarly 
inconvenient  for  me  to  lie  out  of  the  money — I  therefore  pray  that 
agreeable  to  the  Act  of  the  13,  of  April  1782.  your  Hon'ble  board 
will  be  pleased  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 
respective  debts  due  by  the  commonwealth  to  Oen.  Gibson  &mysal£ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  Humble  Servant 

RICHD.  BUTLER.* 
P.  S.  Should  there  not  be  money  in  the  Treasury  onr  immediate 
purposes  may  be  answer'd  by  having  the  orders. 
Directed^ 
iBis  Ebcodlency  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


*  Dayid  Rsd|ok  to  Pbes.  MinuN,  1789. 

Susqudhana,  June  21sty  1789. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  letter  was  put  into  my  hands  this  moment  by  the 
bearer  who  is  immediately  from  Pittsburgh.  The  subject  will  not 
be  unfamiliar  to  you  as  the  return  of  the  election  is  before  you,  from 
this  letter  ye  Board  will  perhaps  be  of  opinion  that  neither  of  the 
Townships  are  entitled  to  justices  of  the  peace  until  a  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Court  shall  be  filed  in  the  Secy's  office  three  months  &o. 
Robinson  Township  was  formerly  a  district  for  a  justice,  but  a  large 
part  of  it  is  now  in  AUegania  County,  and  Mr.  Justice  Scott  woo 
was  a  Washington  County  justice  is  still  a  Justice  in  AUegania,  being 
situate  within  that  part  of  Robinson  Township  now  called  Moon 
Township  in  AUegania  County.  I  forward  it  for  such  uses  as  Council 
may  make  of  it.  Mr.  McDonald  is  a  man  of  good  fame. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 

Vour  most  obedient  Servant 

DAVID  REDICK. 

Please  present  my  Oompl's  to  Mr.  Reed  and  my  other  £nends  in 
CoundL 
Directed^ 

His  Sxoellenoy  Thomas  MiflBn,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
«  See  pages  406,  427,  620,  662,  689. 
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Sio't  Biddlb  to  County  Commissioners,  1T89. 

July  2, 1789. 
GeDt'n,.        '         - 

The  great  negleot  io  Collecting  the  State  Taxes  has  futnish'd  juit 
eanee  of  eomplaint  to  the  Public  Creditors  who  caanot  receive  their 
Interest  &  is  the  Occasion  of  the  paper  medium  being  so  much 
depreciated— Council  therefore  direct  you  immediately  tp  take  the 
most  Vigorous  &  effectual  measures  for  the  Collection  of  the  Public 
Taxes  in  your  County  and  to  inform  them  of  your  Proceedings 
without  delay. 

I  am  Oentlemen, 

your  obedient  and  yery 

humble  Servant, 

CHAELES  BIDDLE,  Sec'y. 
Directed, 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  several  Counties. 


Jon'a  Hart  to  John  Adlum,  1789. 

Fort  Franklin,  14th  July,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  your  attention  in  aoquaiuting  me  with  the 
Besolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, respecting  the  reserved  Tract  at  the  mouth  of  French 
Cre^k,  &c. 

la  the  report  of  your  proceedings  perhaps  you  may  think  it  proper 
io  remark  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  Lands  fit  for  Cultivation 
in  that  part  of  said  Tract  which  lies  on  the  West  side  of  French 
Creek  b  under  actual  improvements. 

To  prevent  any  suspicions  of  an  intention  to  oppose  Civil  Au- 
thorities or  conduct  improperly  respecting  said  Tract  it  may  be 
necessary  for  me  to  state  the  Principles  on  which  these  settlements 
were  made  &  to  assign  the  reasons  why  they  are  still  carried  on. 

In  October  last,  I  made  representation  to  a  Member  of  the 
Hon'ble  the  Executive  Council,  that  there  was  a  small  Tract  of 
Land  at  the  mouth  of  French  Creek  which  I  wished  to  take  up  & 
would  make  actual  Settlement  provided  I  could  have  the  preemp- 
tion, when  an  office  should  be  open  for  the  sale  of  those  Lands  &  pro- 
posed to  remove  some  families  in  the  Spring  on  the  said  tract — Cir- 
miBMtances  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  return  before  the  Assembly 
had  decided  on  my  request^  however  I  was  persuaded  a  preference 
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woald  be  given  to  aotnal  Settlements,  tberefore  removed  one  Fam3j 
with  me  &  made  arrangemeDts  for  two  more  to  follow  some  time  this 
Bummeri  for  the  purpose  of  making  improvements  on  the  sM  Tnet 
Some  time  after  mv  arrival  at  this  place,  was  informed  the  Gen'l 
Assembly  had  rejected  the  Request — ^but  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  it  was  observed  a  motion  had  been  made  for  granting  m  pre- 
emption Right  to  actual  Settlements — and  it  was  the  opinion  in 
general  Vd  Motion  would  pass  into  a  Law-— it  was  then  too  late  to 
remove  to  any  other  Situation  this  Season  &  not  having  an  idea  any 
Person  could  recommend  this  Tract  as  suitable  for  a  Reserve  &  being 
persuaded  a  preference  would  be  given  to  actnal  Settlements,  the 
Family  still  continued  to  make  improvements — as  one  Family  is  now 
on  the  Lands  two  others  expected  this  Fall  and  as  preparations  have 
been  making  for  their  reception  here  previous  to  any  knowledge  of 
this  being  a  reserved  tract,  I  presume  it  will  not  be  construed  into  an 
opposition  to  the  Civil  Authority  or  making  Settlements  contrary  to 
their  directions,  should  the  improvements  be  still  carried  on,  relying 
on  the  Justice  &  Equity  of  the  Commonwealth  &  the  known  prefer- 
ence which  has  ever  been  given  to  aetual  Settlemente,  that  when 
ever  said  reserved  Tract  shall  be  sold  (for  it  never  will  be  laid  out 
into  a  Town)  the  actual  Setlers  may  have  a  preference  of  Purchase. 

Thus  I  have  stated  the  Principles  on  which  these  Settlements 
were  first  made  &  the  reasons  why  they  are  still  making  and  beg  you 
will  make  such  use  of  them  as  you  may  Judge  the  case  to  require. 

Before  I  close  give  me  leave  to  assure  you  I  am'  happy  in  giving 
every  assistance  in  my  power  for  carrying  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Commonwealth  into  Execution  &  in  prosecuting  the  Pre&ent  Busi- 
ness beg  you  will  accept  the  assurance  that  every  thing  in  my  Power 
IS  at  your  command. 

I  am  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem  Sir, 

your  most  oVt  &  humb'l  Serv't, 

JON'A  HART. 
J)irectedf 

To  Mr.  John  Adlum. 


Sam'l  Caldwell  To  Pres.  Mifflin,  1789. 

To  his   Excellency  the  President,   and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  Samuel  Caldwell,  Tonnage-Officer  of  the  Port  of 
Philadelphia, 

Respectfully  sheweth — 

That,  your  Memorialist  has  understood,  other  Officers  in  tiie 
Oolleetien  of  the  Oemmereial  IHities,  for  the  Slate  of  Penasylvmiila, 
liave  applied  for,  and  olHii!ned|  Certificates  of  the  d«6  exeoottoB  of 
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fiber  offices,  in  order  to  (iseiei  their  applioatioii  for  the  sDme,  uzrder 
the  General  Oovemment  of  the  United  States. 

That  with  the  mme  views,  and  under  an  honest  impression^  that 
his  Office  hsB  heen  executed  with  equal  fidelity,  and  punotuality, 
your  Memorialist  is  induced  to  requ^t  the  same  favor  and  earnestly 
prays,  his  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  Honorable  the  Council, 
to  grant  him  a  certificate  of  their  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  the 
ezQcution  of  the  Office  of  Collector  of  the  Tonnage  Duties  for  this 
Port. 

And  your  Memorialist  will  ever  pray,  &c., 

SAM'L  CALDWELL, 
17th  July,1789. 


Sir, 


Thomas  Fitzsimons  to  Pres.  Miffun,  1789 

New  York,  21JuIy,  1789. 


I  have  been  applyd  to  by  a  broker  of  this  place  on  a  business 
that  concerns  the  State  of  Pennsjlva.  and  which|  I  apprehend. 
Council  oxrght  to  be  informed  of. 

He  produced  to  me  a  power  attorney  of  the  Comptr.  General 
authorizing  the  bearer  to  receive  at  the  treasury  of  the  U.  S.  certain 
certificates  therein  enumerated,  but  upon  application,  there  no  such 
certificates  could  be  obtained,  this  led  him  to  make  Application  to 
me,  and  I  accompanyd  bim  to  the  treasury  where  I  found,  that  the 
State  had  Credit  on  the  books  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  U.  S.  for 
85,116  II  dollars,  and  that  according  to  the  Established  rules^ 
there  the  State  was  intitled  to  warrant  for  that  sum, — in  the  case  of 
iodividuals,  such  warrants,  may  be  transferred  by  power  of  attorney 
but  in  all  such  cases  the  original  warrant  is  delivered  up,  if  a  part 
only  is  transferred  a  new  warrant  Issues  for  the  ballance.  In  the 
Case  of  a  State  however,  the  officers  appear  to  think  that  no  trans- 
fer can  be  made  without  an  act  of  the  State  to  warrant  it ;  if  there  is 
any  such  act  in  Pennsylva.  a  Copy  of  it  must  be  lodged  at  the 
treasury,  and  some  other  mode  than  that  adopted  by  tho  Comptr. 
must  be  settled  with  the  officers  for  making  those  transfers;  it  would 
be  highly  inconvenient  to  be  obliged  to  Issue  a  new  warrant  to  the 
state  every  time  a  transfer  was  made  for  any  part  of  this  sum,  but 
if  there  is  not  a  legislative  act,  it  cannot  be  made  under  any  modi- 
fication. I  have  no  doubt  an  arrangement  could  be  made  with  the 
officers,  for  certificates  in  possession  of  Ihe  State,  which  would  very 
much  facilitate  a  return  to  the  holders  of  Pennsylva.  securitys 
agreeable  to  the  late  act.  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  if  my  agency  in 
that  or  any  other  business  which  oonoemsthe  StatC;  can  be  usefull 
you  may  command  my  service* 
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OoDgras  hare  mider  GoiMider»lion  a  nport  to  pronde  fbr  i 
pleating  the  rarrey  of  the  traet  of  laad  parohafod  of  the  U.  8.  if 
«Mtrrj'd  ioto  effeoi,  I  will  do  mjielf  the  pleaanre  of  iofomuig  yoa. 
I  have  the  honor  to  b^ 

sir,  jov  mo.  hble  eeryt 

THOS.  FITZSIMONS-* 
Directed, 

Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President,  T.  Fitsamons,  Pennsylyaaia. 
IndorBedf 

Bead  in  Council,  July  27th,  1789,  1st  time,  GoL  Miles^  CoL 
Smith,  Dr.  Grey. 


President  Washington  to  Prbs.  Miffun,  1789. 

DaplioatOy 

New  York,  23rd  July,  1789. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  June,  I 
do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  an  act  imposing 
Duties  on  Tonnage. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  due  consideration  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  &  most  Humble  aervt 

GO.  WASHINGTON.f 

P.  S.  Your  Excellency  will  please  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  several  acts  which  may  be  transmitted  to  you. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin. 


Recommendation  of  a  Jcdge  at  Reading,  1789. 

Beading,  July  Slst^  1789. 
Sir, 

The  Death  of  our  late  worthy  President  of  the  Court  of  GomoBOB 
Pleas  of  this  County,  and  the  near  approach  of  our  Time,  will,  we 
hope,  excuse  our  requesting  that  you  would  be  so  good  as  to  lay  be- 
fore Council  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  appointment  to  that  office. 

From  the  frequent  meeting  of  the  Courts,  and  the  late  alteration 

♦  See  Ool.  Ree.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  119, 1J7. 
t  See  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  112, 
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of  the  Law^  respecting  the  acknowledgment  of  Deeds  (which  requires 
almost  constant  attendance,)  it  mnst,  we  think,  be  eyident  to  Conneil 
that  the  President  ought  to  be  one  who  resides  in  the  County 
Town.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  appointment 
of  James  Diemer  Esquire,*  an  upright  and  experienced  magistratCi 
and  an  old  Inhabitant  of  this  Place,  would  be  particularly  agreeable 
to  the  Bar,  and  we  believe  to  the  County  at  large. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  much  Respect  &  Esteem, 

your  Excellency's  most  obed.  hble  servts 
DAN.  CLYMER, 
COLLINSON  READ, 
MARKS  JNO.  BIDDLB, 
V.  HURLEY, 
GEO.  EOKERT, 
JA8.  SCULL, 
JNO.  SPAYD. 
Dtreciedj 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq., 


QumiBS  BY  COLLEOTOB  DXLANY  RESPEOTING  DUTIES,  1789. 

The  Act  passed  Sept.  25, 1783,  in  the  7th  Section  Kmits  the  con- 
tinuation of  duties  or  Imposts,  '^  untill  that  part  of  the  resolve  of 
Congress  of  April  18th,  1783,  be  acceded  to  by  each  and  every 
of  the  thirteen  United  States,  &  from  thence  to  the  End  of  the  next 
sitting  of  the  Assembly  and  no  longer." 

By  the  Act  of  March  15th,  1784^,  an  additional  duty  is  laid  of  1} 
pr.  Ct.,  without  limitation 

The  duties  arising  by  the  Act  passed  Sept  20,  1785,  has  a  limi- 
tation in  Sec.  3d,  referring  to  the  2}  pr.  Cent  arising  by  the  former 
acta;  but  being  general  in  the  reference,  it  may  be  doubtful 
whether  it  repeals  the  Act  of  March  15th,  1784. 

The  duties  arising  by  the  Act  of  Deo.  24,  1785,  are,  as  to  limita- 
tion, the  same  as  the  last  mentioned. 

The  duties  of  Tonage  arising  by  the  Act  passed  April  8th,  1786, 
are  without  limitation. 

The  duties  to  be  paid  by  virtue  of  the  Act  passed  March  15, 1787, 
have  the  same  limitation  as  those  of  September  15th,  1785. 

How  far  the  above  acts  may  be  superseded  by  the  Impost  Law  of 
the  United  States  passed  ,  is  necessary  to  have  decided  by 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  125.    He  was  appointed. 
Vol.  XL— 26 
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t(ie  Honorable  Council,  or  to  have  such  directioDs  as  they  maj  please 
to  give;  because  it  may  very  materially  affect  the  commercial  Interest 
of  this  state,  as  all  imposts  arising  are,  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
yjiioa,  to  pass  into  their  Treasury. 

The  Acts  for  allowing  Drawbacks,  passed  Sepr.  25, 1783 — April 
2,  1785,  &  March  15,  1787,  regulate  the  manner,  &c,  of  obtaining 
them :  considerable  quantities  of  goods  are  now  entitled  to  such 
Drawbacks,  and  the  manv  advantages  such  goods  will  have  over  the 
like  goods  imported  under  the  duties  of  the  Union,  will  no  doubt 
induce  many  to  apply,  and  in  much  greater  proportion  than  hereto- 
fore when  duties  were  payable  in  the  separate  States.  A  Question 
here  naturally  arises  whether  such  should  be  allowed,  and  as  the 
determination  will  be  of  considerable  consequence,  the  directions  of 
your  honorable  board  will  appear  necessary. 

A  Determination  on  the  following  Questions  will  direct  me  in  the 
Execution  of  my  Office. 

Whether  the  whole,  or  what  part,  of  our  Impost  Laws,  are  repealed 
by  the  late  Law  of  the  United  States  imposing  Duties  7 

Whether  Our  Citizens  are  intitled  to  Drawbacks — admitting  that 
our  Import  Laws  are  superseded  by  the  Act  of  the  United  States  J* 

Indorsed^ — Mr.  Delan/s  Queries  to  Council  Relative  to  States' 
imposts,  August,  1789. 


Hon.  Elbeidge  Gerry  to  Seg'y  Bibdle,  1789, 

New  York,  3d  August,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  am  desired  by  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Hep- 
resentatives  of  the  United  States  to  collect  early  and  authentic  state- 
ments of  the  imports  and  exports,  with  the  value  thereof,  and  of 
the  number  of  foreign  and  domestic  Vessel!^,  with  their  respective 
tonnage  annually  entered  and  cleared  in  the  several  States,  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  day  of  May  last 
with  the  inclosures,  and  in  their  behalf,  to  thank  you  for  your 
attention  to  the  subjects  mentioned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  esteem  and  respect. 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  hnmble  servant, 

B.  GBRRY.* 

Directed, 

•  On  public  service. 

The  Honourable  Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XVI.,  pp.  124,  127. 
f  Seepage  601. 
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L  Vbmb.  WAfiHoroTOir  no  Pbbb.  Mmuv^  178ft.  . 

Daplicate. 

New  York^  Ajigwt  4%  1780. 
Sir, 

.  4greeaMj  to  the  Beaolotipo  of  CoDgrew  of  the  5tli  June^  X  de 
mjaelf  iha  booor  toeoolo^eio  yovjr. Ejcoelleooj «a  Act*  toxegiilato 
the  CoU^tioB  of  the  JDuties  inpesed  bj  Law  ou  the  TuDD^e  pf 
Ships  or  YeMelfl)  4nd  oa-  Ooodi^  WareSi  and  Meujhandisea  imported 
into  ihe.Ppited  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  due  oonBideration, 

Tear  EzcelleDoy's  most  Obt. 

&  moat  Humble  Serv't, 

G»  WASHINOTON,   • 
His  EzcellcDoy  Thomas  Mifflin. 


Pbbb.  Washington  to  Pbxs.  Mifvlin,  1789. 

Dnplieate. 

New  York,  August  4th,  1789. 
Sr, 

Agreeably  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  June,  I  do 
myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  an  Act  for  estab- 
lishing an  Ezeoutiye  Department,  to  be  denominated  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

With  due  oonsideration. 

Your  Ezoelleney's  most  Obedient 
&  most  Humble  Serv't, 

Q»  WASHINGTON. 
His  Ezoellenoy  Thomas  Mifflin. 

♦  Not  found— See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  page  127. 
•t  Bee  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  120. 
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Copt  or  Gov.  Bavdolph's  uttkb  to  OoNaBsas,  1789. 

RiohmoDd;  August  5th,  1789. 
Sir, 

Two  Cbieffl  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians  arrived  here  a  few 
days  ago,  aooompanied  by  a  Mr.  Bennet  Ballew,  who  has  full  power 
from  a  number  of  Towns  to  lay  before  you  their  Orieymnoes  and  to 
make  some  proposals  whioh  may  eventually  preserve  harm  any  be* 
tween  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  and  perhaps 
be  produetive  of  oonsiderabie  advantages  to  both  parties.  It  is  at 
the  partieular  request  of  these  unfortunate  people  that  I  introdnoe 
them  to  you. 

They  appear  to  mo  to  have  been  much  oppressed ;  should  you  view 
them  in  this  light,  your  well  known  regard  to  public  as  well  as  private 
justioe,  will  insure  to  them  every  exertion  of  your  power  in  their 
behalf.  I  am  unacquainted  with  Mr.  Ballew,  But  I  think  I  owe  it 
to  him  to  inform  you  that  he  is  strongly  recommended  to  me  by  the 
Honorable  William  Fleming  as  an  honest,  upright,  intelligent  man. 

I  have  the  Honour,  &o. 
Indortedj — Copy  of  Gov.  Randolph's  letter  to  Congress. 


Pbbb.  Miffejn  to  Pbks.  Washington,  1789. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  August  5th,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Bxcel- 
lenoy's  several  lictters  of  the  eight  of  June,  &  the  ninth,  twenty- 
third  and  thirtieth  of  July  last,  enclosing  the  Acts  of  Congress, 
undermentioned,  viz. : 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of  administering  certain 
oaths. 

An  Act  for  laying  a  duty  on  Goods,  Wares  and  Merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States. 

An  Act  imposing  duties  on  Tonnage ;  and  An  Act  for  establish- 
ing an  Bzecntive  department  to  be  denominated  the  department  of 
Foreign  affairs.     All  which  will  be  transmitted  by  Council  to  the 
General  Assembly  at  the  ensuing  Session. 
With  the  highest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  very 

humble  Servant, 
Directed,  THOMAS  MIFFLIN.* 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
♦  Seo*Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  126. 
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PaEs.  MuixiN  TO  Pbes.  Washington,  1789. 

In  Coiinoil,  7  Augiut,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  bave  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  jonr  Ezoel- 
lenoj's  Letter  of  August  4,  1789,  enclosing  an  act  of  Congress  to 
regulate  the  Collection  of  the  Duties  imposed  by  Law  on  the  Tonnage 
of  shipfl  or  vessels  and  on  goods,  wares  &  merchandises  imported  into 
the  United  Statets.* 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have 

the  honor  to  be,  Your  Ezcell'j 

most  obed.  &  most  h'b  Servt. 


Answer  of  Judges  on  Collectob  Delant's  Questions,  1789, 

Questions  proposed  by  His  Excellency  the  President,  and  the 
Honorable  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  the  Attorney  Qeneral  of  Pennsylvania.f 

FiiBt,  Whether  the  whole,  or  any,  and  what  parts  of  the  Acts  of 
the  State  for  raising  a  revenue  by  imposts  or  duties  on  goods,  wares 
and  Merchandiser  imported  into  the  said  State  are  repealed  or 
ceased  to  have  a  legal  operation  by  the  act  of  Congress  intitled  an 
act  for  laying  a  duty  on  goods,  wares  &  merchandize  imported  into 
the  United  States? 

Second,  Whether  the  Merchants  or  persons,  who  have  imported 
goods,  wares  and  Merchandize  into  the  said  state  and  duly  entered, 
the  same  during  the  operation  of  the  State  impost  laws,  can  now  be 
allowed  the  drawback  or  return  of  the  duties  by  them  paid  or 
secured  to  be  paid  upon  their  exporting  the  same  out  of  the  said 
state,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  made  by  the  said  acts  of  Assembly  1 

In  answer  to  the  first  question,  we  conceive  that  all  the  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  so  far  as 
they  authorise  or  require  imposts  or  duties  to  be  paid  to  the  use  of 
the  Commonwealth  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  insported 
within  the  said  State,  have  ceased  to  have  any  legal  operation  or 
binding  force. 

To  the  second  question,  Al  the  authority  and  powers  of  the 
Collector  and  Naval  officer  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  have  ceased 
with  resppot  to  any  fbture  act  to  be  done  by  them  as  such,  it  appears 
to  us,  tbit  no  drawback  or  return  of  the  duties  paid  or  secured  to 
be  pud,  can  bo  made  to  the  Merchants  or  persons  who  may  propose 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vd.  XVI.^  p.  127. 
t  See  page  507. 
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to  export  th^  goods  &c.,  a^eeably  to  the  provisions  made  bj  th« 
said  acts  of  Assembly^  within  the  aid  of  the  Legislature. 

THO.  McKEAN, 
GEO.. BRYAN, 
JACOB  RUSH, 
WM.  BftADFOfeD,  Jto. 
'   Philad'a,  Angnst  7, 1789. 


pRES.  Mifflin  to  Collbotoe  Delany,  1789. 

In  Counoil,  August  8, 1789. 
Sir, 

The  questions*  proposed  by  yon  on  Friday  last,  to  Council  relatiTe 
to  your  Duty  as  State  Collector  for  the  Port  of  Philad'a,  were 
immediately  submitted  to  the  Judges  &  Attorney  Gen'l,  for  thdr 
opinion;  which  they  have  accordingly  given  in  writing;  and  which 
I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  as  coincedent  with  the  opinion 
o£  Council  on  the  subject 

With  great  Respect  &  Esteem, 

yourobd't&H.  8v., 

MLOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

'   Sharp  Delany,  Esq.;  Oolleclor  of  Imports. 


pBEfl.  Washington  to  Pees,  Miffxjn.  1789. 

In  Council,- 

Philadelphia  Augoat  12th;  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  your  ExceUeDcy's 
letter*  of  August  1789,  enclosing  An  Act  of  Conmas  settling  the 
mccount  between  the. United  States  and  individual  States  patwed  the 
filth  instaatf 

I  have  the  Hooor  to  be  with  tha 

.  Highest  respect  your  Ezcelleno/s  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN 
JDirecUdf     . 
His  £zcelleney  the  President  of  the  TTaited  States. 

*  Sea  ptg«  5Q7«        Also  Got.  B^.,  YoL  KVI.,  pp.  124, 127. 
f  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  1^1. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVKS  1789,  jBO? 


GoMMi8s^<»nEii8  01  Tazjss  Northampton  Go.  to  Pee8«  Mivflin, 

1789. 

OeDtlemen,  * 

Tour  Oircnlar  Letter  of  Jaly  2nd,  1789.  was  doly  rco'd.  by  the 
Gommissionerfl  of  Northampton  County,  who  have  given  their  utmost 
attention  to  the  Commands  of  Council  on  the  subject  of  the  Collection 
of  Taxes — ^We  have  Issued  our  Orders  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  County 
requiring  him  to  proceed  against  every  delinquent  Collector  without 
Exception  or  Hesitation,  and  the  Treasurer  has  reported  that  in 
pursuance  of  this  Requsition  of  the  Commisioners,  he  has  already 
wrote  to  those  who  are  in  arrears  calling  upon  them  for  Immediate 
payment,  and  announcing  his  Intention  to  put  the  Laws  in  Execution 
against  Defaulters,  this  is  all  that  the  act  of  1786,  have  left  in  the 
power  of  the  Commissioners^  we  hope  that  those  measures  may  effec- 
tuate the  wish  of  Council. 

We  have  further  to  report  that  the  Collection  of  the  Taxes  in  the 
Townships  north  of  the  Kittatinny  Mountain  has  become  a  matter 
of  Extreme  IKffioulty,  that  the  Collectors  who  had  made  Seizures 
before  the  year  1786|  on  which  the  inhabitants  of  said  Townships 
had  Petitioned  to  Councill  for  Remedy,  and  whereupon  Council  have 
send  a  letter  to  the.  Com's  dated  Jany.  24th,  1789,  directing  that 
the  prosecution  be  stayed,  which  has  delayed  the  CoUeetion  w  said 
Taxes,  and  now  the  said  Collectors  are  and  have  been  exposeing  the 
Goods  and  Chatties  of  Defaulters  to  sale  agreeably  to  Law  but  with- 
out any  effect;  as  they  cann(R  in  one  Instance  find  Bidders — We 
apprehend  this  might  be  remedied  if  the  Goods  distrained  could  law- 
fully, be  removed,  outof  the  Townships,  and  we  wi&h  the  direction 
of  Council  herein. 

We  would  also  inform  Council  that  we  have  proceeded  against 
the  Collectors  of  the  Taxes  in  this  County  from  the  year  1781,  to 
1785,  &  find  that  some  are  totally  lost  as  well  from  the  Collectors 
at  that  time  appointed  as  from  the  Taxable  persons — 'this  we  conceive 
was  owing  to  the  heavy  Taxes  then  laid  &  the  indulgence  given  by 
the  Commissioners  who  where  not  willing  to  distress  the  people. 
We  are  with  due  respect, 

Gentl^piQQ,  yonr  most  obedient 

and  very  Humble  Serv'ta 

JACOB  WBYGAND.        ^ 
SIMON  DEEISBACE. 
MICHAEL  8HNTDEB. 
SntDB  12th,  Aug.  1789. 
Directed, 

Hb   Excellency  Thomas   Mifflin   Esquire,   President,  and  the 
Supream  Executive  Council, 
/niorsecf— Received  and  read,  August  19th,  1789. 
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Pees.  Mifflin  to  Pees.  WASHraaxoN,  1789. 

Id  Council,    • 

Philadelphia,  Angort  14th,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Excel- 
lencj's  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  enclosing  the  following  Acta  <jf 
Congress,  viz. :  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  North- West  of  the  Kiver  Ohio.  An  Act  for  the  estmb- 
lishment  and  support  of  Light  Hoases,  Beacons,  Buoys  and  Pablie 
Piers."**  An  Act  to  establish  an  Executive  department  of  War;  and 
also  the  duplicate  of  an  Act  for  settling  the  aooounts  between  the 
United  States  and  Individual  States. 
With  the  highest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 

Exceliency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
Directed^ 
Ilia  Exoelleney,  The  President  of  the  United  States. 


HiLAEY  Bakse  to  Sece't  Bibdle— Tayeen  Lioenobs,  1789. 

Philad'a,  20th  August,  1789. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  Request  of  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  I  herewith  transmit  a  List  of  the  Inn  and  Tavemkeepeis, 
In  Philadelphia  County.f  I  have  to  apologize  for  not  furnishing  this 
List  before  now.  The  former  Order  happened  to  be  accidentally 
put  among  some  other  Papers  and  laid  by;  by  which  means  it 
escaped  my  memory.  I  hope,  however,  it  is  now  timely  enough 
to  answer  the  intended  Purpose. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

very  respectfully.  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

HILABT  BAKER. 
DxreeUdf 

Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq'r. 

♦  See  Col.  Bee;  YoL  XVI.  p.  188. 
t  Not  found. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIVES  1789.  605 

PaVS.  MlFFUTN  TO  PBSS.  WA8HtK0T0N|  1789. 

In  Oomieil, 

Philadelphia;  Aognst  26th;  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  yon  to  be  laid  before  the 
Oen'l  Assembly  a  letter  from  His  Ez'y.,  the  P.  of  the  U.  S.,  of 
Aug.  24th,  with  an  Act  of  the  Oongress  of  the  Unit.  States,  passed 
Ang.  20th,  1789,  entitled  <<  An  Aet  providing  for  the  Expenses 
^^  whioh  may  attend  Negotiations  or  Treaties  with  the  Indian  Tribes, 
^'  and  the  appointment  of  Oommissionera  for  managing  the  same.^'* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  Bespeet,  yonr 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servt., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Dirteied^ 

Honorable   Richard   Peters,  Esq'r,  Speaker   of  the    General 
Assembly. 


Bbtobn  or  THE  8d.  Battalion  Miutia,  os*  Gumbbblamd 
Co.,  1789. 

Betnm  of  the  Captains  and  Subalterns  of  the  8d  Battallion 
Militia  of  Cumberland  County,  commanded  by  Lieut*  GoL, Robert 
Onlbertson,  Esq'r. 

r  Captn.  Bobt.  Quigleyi 
1st.  Co.  •<  Lieut.  James  McClane, 
(^Bnsign  Joseph  Shannon. 

f  Captain  Samuel  Finton, 
2nd.  Co.  •<  Lieut.  James  Bogal, 

(^Ensign  William  Marshall. 

(  Captain  John  MoGuffin, 
8d.  Co.  \  Lieut.  William  Willson, 
(Ensign  Wm.  Worth. 

r  Captain  Alex.  Peoples, 

4th.  Co.  <  Lieut.  Robert  Caldwell, 

i'  (  Ensign  James  MoCawl. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  141, 142. 
26* 
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C  Oaptalo  JuMB  BrDwn, 

5th.  Co.  •<  Lieut  John  MoCurdjy 

(^  Ensign  Thomas  Johnstone. 

(  Captain  John  Campbloi 
6th.  Co.  •<  Lieut.  Conrad  Beemer^ 

(^Ensign  Jacob  Uillison. 

C  Captain  Robert  Lusk, 
7th.  Co.  <  Lieut.  James  Stuart, 

(^Ensign  Brice  John  Stanet 

C  Captain  Samuel  Barri 
8tb.  Go.  <  Lieut  David  Simral, 

(^  Ensign  James  Sharp. 

Agreeably  to  return  made  to  me  bj  Lieut  Col.  Robert  Col- 
bertson. 

GEO.  GIBSON. 
4th  June,  1789. 

Sir, 

Be  pleased  to  forward  the  Commissions  for  the  Captains  & 
Subalterns  of  the  8d  Batt'n  Militia  of  CumbM  Co.,  agreeably  to 
the  enclosed  list,  which  I  received  this  day  fram  Col.  Ciubertaon. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 

the  greatest  respect,  Sir, 

your  most  obedt  Servt., 

GEO.  GIBSON. 
4th  June,  1789. 

(Copy.) 
Directed, 
Honblo  Charles  Biddle,  Esq. 


GsoRGS  Gibbon  to  Ssc't  Bxddls,  1789. 

Carlisle  21st  Ang't^  1789. 
Sir, 

I  beg  you  will  please  to  forward  the  Commis's]  aluded  to  in  the 
above  by  first  conveyance. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Esteem, 

Sir,  Your  Humble  sorvant, 

GEO.  GIBSON.* 
DirecUd^ 

Honble  Charles  Biddle,  I^. 
Indorsed^ 

Read  in  Council  Sept'r4th,  and  Corn's  to  issue,  Com's  dated  May 
1st,  1789,  made  out  and  ex'd. 

♦  Seo  Col.  Hec,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  149. 
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f    '        BANttt  Hixstkb;,  Jr.^  to  Atiser.  Miviun;  lTd9.  • 

New  York,  Aug.  28th,  1789. 
Sir,    : 

Yesterday  Mr.  Soott  brought  on  the  Subject  of  a  pertnanent  fleat 
lof  Govert'm^nt,  bemoVed'aTeaohitkm  the  aalntaiiee  of  vkioh  with 
the  debiKteaon  it,  in  oootained  in  the  encloeed  paper— We  had  a 
orowded  Oallery^  but  the  people  here  were  mueh.alarmedi  ihey  e<« 
peofaed  it  would  end  in  the  previous  question,  that  was  not  called 
for,  and  there  was  but  21  Totes  for  postponing  of  it,  2S  voted  to 
aake  it  the  Order  of  the  day.  The  bill  for  regulating  theeoaking 
irade  will  be  finished  very  shortly  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
ity  were  agreed  to  in  our  House  yesterday. 
I  am  with  the  Highest  Esteem 

your  Excellency's  Humble  Servant 

DANL.  HIESTER,  Ja. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 


BanoB  IN  Wabrants  to  German  Ltttheban  CoNGEEaAtioN, 
Philadilphia,  1789. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.,  President,  and  the  Supreme 
Executive  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  ten  Warrants  for  Lands  in  die  new 
purchase  which  were  applied  for  by  Samuel  Maclav#E8q.,  in  behalf 
of  the  Corporation  of  the  Ministers,  Vestryman,  h  Wardens  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Congregation  in  k  near  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the  14th,  Day  of  February 
mst.  Which  Warrants  Mr.  McCIay,  being  desirous  of  having  with 
him  brought  a  Law  to  the  office  (before  the  Laws  were  printed  of 
last  SessioD)  which  appears  to  be  One  pablisbed  for  Consideration 
for  granting  a  Quantity  of  Land  to  the  Ministers,  Elders,  &  Beacons 
of  the  German  Beformed  Congregation  by  which  means  those  War- 
rants were  erroneously  issued  that  Law  not  beinff  yet  passed-— Fhum- 
bly  request  the  Direction  of  your  Hon'ble  Board  either  for  cancelling 
the  said  Warrants  &  issuing  new  Warrants  or  for  making  such  alter- 
ations in  the  same  or  in  such  other  mode  fov  the  rectifying  the  said 
Error  as  may  be  judged  best. 

I  am  your  most  obed't  hble.  Servt. 

DAVID  KENNEDY* 
Sept.  3rd,  1769. 
Indorued — ^Bepiescntation  of  Gen.  Kennedy,  Seey»  of  the  Limd  oSsie. 

»  Col.  Keo.,  Vol.  XVT.,  p.  149; 
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Ck>FT  Of  PaocmniCM  at  LANCAsnEB,  oir  onBano  Oohswaoa 
Falls,  1789. 

iMMBta,  September  Sth  1789. 

Atalale  MeeliDgof  a  number  of  the  Inhabttate  of  tbk  Bofongh  at 
tbe  Court  Honee,  The  removal  of  the  Obelaniotioiit  in  the  &ver 
Sosqnehaonahy  wae  partienlarly  taken  into  Gonaiderfttioa.  The 
maAeet  diffienlty  in  the  navigation  of  that  Bifor  arteee  from  the 
Conewaga  Falls.  It  appeared  by  the  report  of  six  Gendemen  who 
hadlbeen  appointed  to  view  thoee  Falls,  that  the  same  might  beooa- 
^niently  cleared  ao  as  to  efieet  a  good  navigation  for  boats  of  Burthen 
np  and  down  the  River  as  low  as  Wrights  Forty.  The  advastagea 
resulting  to  the  Community  at  Large  and  more  immediately  to  the 
Back  &>untryy  from  facilitating  the  Transportation  of  Prodnoa 
and  Merchandize  of  all  kinds  by  water,  are  too  evident  to  need  any 
enumeration ;  it  was  therefore  resolved  by  the  Meeting,  that  a  Sub- 
scription should  immediately  be  opened,  and  that  the  Monies  arising 
therefrom' should  be  paid  into  the  Hands  of  such  Persons  as  may 
hereafter  be  appointed  for  that  purpose;  Permit  us  to  solicit  your 
Go-operation  in  this  Work,  if  the  measure  strikes  your  Judgment  in 
the  same  li^t  with  ourselves ',  it  appeared  to  us  an  object  of  Mag- 
nitude and  Public  utility.  We  have  no  difficulty  in  believing  that 
Considerable  sums  of  Money  will  be  cheerfully  subscribed,  as  well 
in  Philadelphia  as  in  many^  other  Parts  of  the  Country  for  the  Im- 
provement of  the  Navigation  of  Susquehanna  as  far  as  Wrights 
Ferry.  The  Lesser  Falls  as  Berrys,  Hunters,  &o.,  might  be  d^red 
at  an  inconsiderable  ezpenoe. 

The  first  stbp  to  be  pursued  is  the  fixing  on  men  of  Integntj 
and  activity  to  collect  Subscriptions  in'different  Parts  of  the  Country. 
On  this  Head  we  must  beg  your  Sentiments  and  those  of  yoar 
Neighbourhood  who  are  desirous  of  Promoting  tiiis  Uuderta^ng. 
The  appointment  of  proper  Characters  to  superintend  the  ezpen& 
ture  of  the  Momey  collected  is  of  Considerable  consequence,  a  pro- 

£3r  system  must  be  adopted,  formed  on  full  reflection  and  a  nee 
ommunieation  of  opinions,  aided  by  the  advice  of  persons  intelligent 
in  Matters  of  this  Nature.  To  begin  right  is  the  most  prol^ble 
Mode  of  insuring  success  to  the  undertaking.  We  would  therefore 
Venture  to  propose  in  the  first  Instance  that  a  conference  should  be 
held,  to^  meet  at  the  House  of  Mr.  Arch'd  McAllister  in  Paxton 
Township,  Dauphin  County,  to  meet  Persons  appointed  from  this 
Borough,  on  Monday,  the  19th  Day  of  October  next,  at  9  o'clock  m 
the  morning.  You  are  particularly  requested  td  attend  on  that 
Day,  that  this  important  Subject  may  fullv  be  deliberated  on. 
It  is  at  the  same  time  our  opinion  and  request,  that  you  should 
•  eall  a  Meeting  in  your  Neighbourhood  in  order  to  form  some  Idea 
of  the  SubscripUons  we  may  have  a  right  to  expect.    If  this  is  done 
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it  will  enable  us  to  Judge  from  all  qoarters  up  the  Snaqiiehaiiiiai 
Juniata,  &o.  How  mnoh  the  amount  of  our  SubsoriptionB  may  be 
and  what  we  may  depend  upon ;  it  is  also  our  Idea  that  the  raising 
of  money  by  subsoriptioQ  in  many  parts  of  the  Country  will  be 
attended  with  great  difficulty  as  Cadi  is  so  very  scarce,  therefore  if 
the  subscription  is  opened  for  Money,  Wheat,  Rye,  Indian  Com  & 
Boards,  and  care  taken  to  have  duly  Collected  what  may  be  sub- 
scribed and  be  delivered  in  Proper  Stores  to  receive  the  same,  it 
will  not  fall  so  hard  on  the  people  at  Large,  and  thev  will  subscribe 
with  more  Cheerfulness  and  liberality,  When  there  is  a  quantity  of 
Produce  Collected  worth  sending  down  the  River  the  same  may  be 
forwarded  to  such  Persons  as  shall  be  hereafter  appointed  to  receive 
the  same,  and  be  disposed  of  to  tibe  best  advantage,  and  the  monies 
arising  from  such  sales  be  paid  into  the  Hands  of  the  Treasurer  who 
is  to  be  appointed  at  our  general  meeting. 
With  much  respect  we  are 

Sir;  your  most  obedient  and 

Tery  Humble  ServantS| 
Seb.  Graff,  John  Hubley, 

Jacob  Krugh,  Paul  Zantnnger, 

John  Miller,  Adam  Beigart 

>  Jasper  Yeatesi 


A  list  of  letters  sent  to  the  following  ^ntlem^  for  the  purpose  of 
Opening  the  Conewaoo  Falls,  &c.,  in  the  river  of  Susquehanna 
by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  chosen  for  that  Purpose,  at 
a  meeting  held  in  the  Borough  of  Lancaster,  August  ITth,  1789. 

Lanoastxb  Countt. 
K^'Stf^de.  }Hempfield  Township. 

Bertram  Galbreath,         ^ 

Alex'r  Lowry,  Esq ,       >  Donegal  Township. 

John  Haldeman,  j 

Dauphin  County. 

Arched  McAlister,  Pazton  Township. 

Martin  Weaver,  Esq.,         Upper  Paxton  Do. 

NOBTHUBfBSBLAND  CoUNTT. 

John  WhitOi  Esqr.,  \  Maghanoy. 

Bam'l  Wiser,  Esqr.,  j         Do. 
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Allof  Penaa  &  Middle  Creek  Va%* 


Of  the  Town  of  Sunbeny. 


Anthony  Seely,  Esqr., 
Simon  Snyder,  Esqr., 
Robert  Barber, 
And'w  Stroub, 
And'w  Gregg, 
Albright  Swinefort, 

Charles  Smith,  Esqr., 
Martin  Withiogton,  Egqr., 
Chri8t'nGettig,Esqr., 
Wm.  Wilson,  Bsqr., 

Izaiah  Hains,         ") 

Maj'r  Boyd,  [■  Of  the  Town  of  Northumberland. 

James  Hepburn,    j 

Gen'l  James  Potter,  |  Mahoning. 

Wm.  Montgomery,  Esq.,     j     *^       « 

\  Of  Bufielo  Township. 

Of  White  Deer  Township. 
Of  Turbet  Do. 

Of  Muneey  Do. 

Of  Bald  Eagle       Do. 
Of  Wyoming         Do. 


Sam'l  McClay,  Esqr., 
Wm.  Irwine,  Esqr., 


Walter  Clark,  Esqr., 
John  Lytie, 
Robert  Robb,  Esqr., 
RobU  Fleming,  Esqr.i 
Evan  Evans,  Esqr., 


On  thb  River  of  Juniatta. 


John  Harris,  Esqr., 
Thomas  Wilson, 
John  Steward,  Esqr., 
Wm.  Brown,  Esqr., 
John  Oliver,  Elsqr., 
Geo.  Patterson, 
David  Bole,  Esqr., 
David  Miller, 
Genl.  Watt, 


In  Fermaugh  Township. 
In  Tusoai^dra  Valley* 

Do.        Do. 
Kisheoacolas  Valley. 
In  Derry  Township. 
In  Fermanaugh     Do. 
In  Greenwood       Bo. 
At  the  Ferry  at  Fermanaugh. 
In  Bye  Township. 


Huntington  County. 


Benj'n  Elliot,  Esqr., 
David  McMuttry, 
John  Cannon  Esqr., 
Robert  Galbreatb,  Esqr., 
David  Steward,  Esqr., 
William  Phillips, 
Capt.  Jno.  Holliday,' 


[  In  the  Town  of  Huntingdon. 

Near  Huntingdon. 
Shirly  Township. 
Tyrone         Do. 
Woodbury    Do. 
Franks  Town  Do. 
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Betwcirt  0ABi.i8£a  ft  SiTSQ'A,  Citmb'd  Coto^ty. 

And'w  Galbreath  On  Conedeguinet 

Maj'r  Alex'r  Parker,  Do. 

James  R«  Beed,  £sqr^  Do. 

Wm.  Gfaambens  Eaqr.,         Near  Oarlisley 


PbX8.  WASHINOTOy  10  PeS)9.  MlFlUVy  1788. 

llDited  States,  September  7th,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  h<mor  to  tnosmit  to  jour  Ezoellenby  an  Act  to 
eetablish  the  Treasury  Department — An  Aot  for  registering  and  dear- 
ing  Vesselsi  regulating  the  coasting  trade,  and  for  other  pnrposas  i 
9M  likewise  the  dopTicate  of  a  resolation  of  Congress  for  oarrying 
into  effect  a  survey  directed  to  be  made  by  an  act  of  the  latoOongreis 
— and  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  St^^.  to  appoint  a 
proper  person  to  complete  the  same. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

with  due  consideration  your 

Excellency's  most  obed't  Servant 

G«.  WASHINGTON.  ' 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin. 


SuPBBYISOaS  07  SeUTHWABK — PHILASBUPHIA^-RlOVLATtOK  OP 

Water  Courses,  1789. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Prendeni  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  Commonweallb  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  request  of  the  SupervisorB  of  the  district  of  South wark  Hum- 
bly Sheweth* 

That  a  Regulation  of  the  desent  of  the  water  Courses,  And  bounds 
of  the  Streets,  lanes,  and  alleys  of  the  same  are  become  highly 
Needful  for  the  further  improvements  of  the  said  district. 

We  therefore  pray  to  have  the  use  of  one  of  the  drafts  of  sd.  dis- 

*  See  Col.  Roc,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  164. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


612  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIYSS  1789. 

triet  made  by  Mr.  Hills  (ai  the  cost  of  sd.  district)  and  the  lone  of 
the  State  Levellioff  lostroment  for  the  purposes  afforesaid.  Which 
if  mhted  will  be  Gratefully  acknowledged  and  perticular  care  taken 
of  by 

Your  Hon'rs  Homble  Servants 

SAM'L.  CHURCH, 
WILiyM  McMULLTN, 
JOHN  CORNISH. 
Seventh  of  Septr.  1789. 


Animxv  Bujoott  to  Pass.  Hirlin— Ejus,  1789. 

Phfladelphia;  Sept.  11th,  1789. 
Sir, 

In  executing  the  Survey  to  be  made  on  Lake  Brie^  I  shi^  stand 
in  need  of  two  Surveying  InstrumentSy  and  a  small  Quadrant;  the 
property  of  this  Commonwealth:  If  they  should  not  be  otherwise 
engaged,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  particular  flavour  to  have  the  loan  of 
them»  on  the  above  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bO; 

Your  Excellency's  Hb'l  Servt., 

ANDREW  BLLICOTT.t 
Directed^  I 

To  His  Excellency,  The  President,  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  Pennsylvania. 


RBBOLunoN  or  Cong&sss — Buvpokt  or  Publio  Cbidit,  1789. 

In  the  House  of  Representives  of  the  United  States. 

Monday  the  21st  of  September,  1789. 
The  House  proceeded  to  oonnder  the  rsport  which  lay  on  the 


table  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  was  refened  the  memorid  and 
.  petition  of  the  public  Creditors  of  Pennsylvania :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  that  this  House  Consider  an  adequate  provision  for  the 
support  of  the  public  credit,  as  a  matter  of  h4;h  importanoe  to  the 
national  honor  and  prosperity. 
Resolved,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  be  diteetad  to 

♦  Sse  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XTt.,  p.  164. 
t  See  Col.  Roo,,  Vol,  XVI.,  p.  lai. 
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prepare  a  plan  for  tliat  parpoBOi  and  to  report  the  same  to  this  House 
at  its  nezt  meeting. 

Extract  from  the  Joamal. 

WILLIAM  LAMBERT,  for 

JOHN  BECKLEY  * 

Clerk. 


Resolution  dp  Congress — Public  Debts  op  States,  1789.   ^ 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Monday,  the  21st  of  September,  1789. 

Ordered,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  apply 
to  the  Supreme  Executives  of  the  several  States,  for  statements  of 
their  public  debts ;  of  the  funds  provided  for  the  payment  in  whole, 
or  in  part  of  the  principal  and  interest  thereof,  and  of  the  amount 
of  the  Loan  Office  Certificates,  or  other  public  securities  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  State  Treasurys  respectively :  and  that  he 
report  to  the  House  such  of  the  said  documents  as  he  may  obtun^ 
«t  the  next  Session  of  Congress. 

Extract  from  the  Journal. 

WILLIAM  LAMBERT,  for 
JOHN  BECKLEY, 

Clerk. 


Petition  of  University  op  Pennsylvania  pob  usb  op 
State  House  Bell,  1789. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly. 

The  Petition  of  the  Faculty  of  the  UnWersity  of  Pennsylvania, 
humbly  abeweth. 

That  the  students  of  the  University  now  meet,  for  their  Instnio- 
tion,  in  the .  Philosophical  Hall,  near  the  State-House,  where  the 
Institution  is  not  yet  provided  with  a  Bell  for  Collecting  them 
together  at  the  stated  hours  of  their  Studies.  That  it  would  greatly 
promote  |the  important  designs  of  that  Seminary,  which  owes  its 
ereetion  to  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  and  enable  us  better  to 
answer  the  public  expectation,  in  the  Regularity,  Order,  &  puno- 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  167. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


m  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1788. 

taalitF  of  the  Stadent's  attendance  and  cottaeqnentij  in  their  pro- 
gress in  Useful  Literatare,  to  be  allowed  the  liberty  of  ringiDg  the 
State  House  Bell,  at  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  in  the  summer^  &  at  nine 
in  the  Winler,  and  at  two  in  the  afternoon  in  both ;  which  We 
apprefti«nd  will  not  interfere  with  the  usual  Hours  of  its  Ringing 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Aesemblj. 

That  in  the  Recess  of  the  Assembly,  we  had  applied  to  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  who  cheerfully  granted  us  this  privilege  until 
you  should  meet,  and  either  revoke  or  continue  the  same. 

We  therefore  humbly  request  your  Honorable  House,  that  yon 
would  be  pleased  to  continue  the  grant  of  this  Prkilege,  which  wo 
find  to  be  so  highly  advantageous  and  necessary  for  the  Benefit  of 
the  Institution;  and,  as  we  apprehend,  in  no  manner  prejudicial  tn 
the  Public  Business;  and  your  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty  bound,  shall 
ever  pray,  &o. 

Signed  in  the  name  of  the  Faculty,  by 

JOHN  EWING.* 
.    September  18th,  1789. 

University  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indorsed, 

Read  in  Council,  September  25th,  1789 ;  and  permission  granted 
to  ring  the  State  house  Bell  after  the  present  Sessions  of  Awembly 
dosea. 


Rbsolution  of  Assbmblt  tw  tatour  of  Univebsitt,  1789. 

State  of  Pennsylvania!  In  General  Aasembly, 

Wednesday,  September  23, 1789,  A.  M. 

The  petition  of  the  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Pennsylyanis, 
read  September  19,  was  read  the  second  time, 

Ordered,  that  it  be  transmitted  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
to  take  order  thereon. 

E;ttraiot  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  8HALLU8, 
Asat.  Clk. 
*  See  Col.  ttec..  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  93, 170. 
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Puis.  Washih QTOK  TO  Paxs.  If  ItlXIN,  1789. 

Uikited  States  Sept.  2lBt,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  traDsmit  to  your  Excellency  An  Act  for  estalb^* 
lishing'  the  Salaries  of  the  Executive  Officers  of  Government,  with 
their  assistants  and  Clerks — An  Act  to  provide  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  Acts,  Records  and  Seal  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes — and  An  Act  to  suspend  part  of  an  Act  entitled  ^'  An  Act 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  Law  on  the  Ton* 
nage  of  Ships  and  Vessels,  and  on  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merohandizcs 
imported  into  the  United  States/'  and  for  other  purposes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  due  consideration  your 

Bxeellency's  most  Obed^t  Servant 

6-.  WASHINGTON.  ' 
Directedf 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin. 


ANDBBVf  ElLIOOTT  TO  PbES.  MlWTLLIX—l&BIE,  1789. 

PhUadelphia  Sept.  22nd,  1789. 
Sir, 

As  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  by  its  purchase  of  the  United  States, 
of  a  Tract  of  Country  lying  on  the  South  side  of  Lake  Erie,  has  be- 
came interested  in  the  Execulion  of  the  survey,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  Qaantity  of  Land,  I  would  therefore  just  suggest  the  Idea  of 
some  person  being  authorized  to  attend  on  behalf  of  the  State.»-1 
shall  leave  this  City  about  the  last  of  this  week,  and  proceed  to  Niag- 
ara in  order  to  execute  my  commission  on  behalf  of  the  United  Statei). 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your 

Excellecy's  Humble  Servant 

ANDREW  BLLICOTT. 
DirecUdj 
His  Excellency  Thouaft  Mifflin  Esq., 

•      '  »  See  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  167. 
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Pmbs.  Mitflik  to  Piuw.  WashikgtoNi  1789. 

In  CoQDoili 
Philadelphia,  September  23rd,  1789, 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  jonr  Ezoellencj's 
letter  of  the  2l8t,  instant  inclosing  the  Acts  of  Congress  under  men- 
tioned viz. 

An  Act  for  Establishing  the  Salaries  of  the  Ezecative  officers  of 
Government,  with  their  assistants  and  Clerks — An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  Safe  keeping  of  the  Acts,  Records,  and  Seal  of  the  Cnited 
States,  and  for  other  purposes — And  An  Act  to  suspend  part  of  An 
Act  entitled  ''  An  Act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed 
by  Law  on  the  Tonnage  of  Ships  and  Vessels  and  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandises  imported  into  the  United  States,"  and  for  other 
purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the,  &o., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 


Bebolution  of  Conoriss — Amendments  to  Constitution, 

1789. 

Congress  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Thursday,  the  24th  of  September,  1789. 
Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tlie 
United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  Executives  of 
the  several  States  which  have  ratified  the  Constitution,  copies  of  the 
Amendments  proposed  by  Congress  to  be  added  thereto ;  and  like 
Copies  to  the  Executives  of  the  States  of  Rhode  Island  and  North 
Carolina. 

Attest,  JOHN  BECELET,  Clerk. 


United  States  of  Amerioa. 

In  Senate,  September  the  26th,  1789. 
Resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  concur  in  the  Resolution. 

Attest,  SAM.  A.  OTIS|  Seo'y. 

♦  Col.  B«o.»  VoL  XVI.,  p.  167. 
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Beport  of  Committss  on  bepairs  of  Mup  IsivanD;  1789. 

The  Oommittee  appointed  to  report  the  beet  mode  of  repairing'  the 
Banks  of  Mud  I^and^^  Report,  That  thej  have  caased  an  aocnrate 
survey  of  the  said  Banks  to  be  made,  upon  which  they  have  fiett- 
mated  the  Ezpences  of  repairing  the  same,  agreeable  to  the  most 
approved  method  now  used — ^that  is,  to  faoe  the  most  exposed  parts 
ef  the  Btok  with  ffood  stone,  and  raise  them  so  high  as  to  be  above 
any  tide  or  fresh  that  may  reasonably  be  expected.  The  draft  an4 
Estimate  is  herewith  submitted.  Your  Committee  would  also  observe, 
that  they  have  conferred  with  a  Committee  of  the  Legislature,  who 
Were  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  raise  the  money  requisite 
to  defray  the  expence  of  repairing  the  banks  of  said  Island,  and  that 
it  would  probably  be  best  to  let  them  remain  as  they  are  for  the 
pvesent. 


Estimate  of  the  probable  expence  of  Compleatly  repairing  the  whole 
of  the  Banks  of  Mud  Island,  exclusive  of  that  part  already 
repaired. 

From  the  S.  B.  Angle  of  tho  fort  to  the  Brick  Chimney, 
is  55  perches ;  so  far  as  .this  it  is  proposed  to  faoe  with  ' 
stone,  which,  allowing  6  perch  of  stone  to  one  perch  of 
bank;  will  am't  to  330  perches  @  6«.  .  £99  00 

Laying  of  330  perches  of  stone,  1«.  Sc^.         .  .  27  10 

165  perches  of  mud,  that  is  3  perches  of  mud  to  one 

perch  of  Bank,  including  all  expences,  @  15<.  .  123  15 

Note — a  perch  of  mud  is  4  feet  in  height,  6  feet  wide, 

and  16^  feet  in  length. 

From  the  Brick  Chimney  to  the  N.  W.  Comer  of  the 

Bank/  is  118  perches.  It  is  supposed  that  two  perch  of 
mud  to  every  perch  of  Bank  i^ll  put  this  in  sufficient  re- 
pair without  stone ;  therefore  236  perch  of  mud  @  ISs  is    177  00 

From  the  N.  W.  Corner  of  the  Bank  to  the  S.  W.  Angle 
of  the  fort,  is  108  perch.  As  a  great  part  of  this  Bank 
seems  to  want  but  little  repair,  it  is  supposed  half  a  perch  of 
mud  to  a  perch  of  bank  will  be  sufficient.  This  will 
amount  to  54  perches  of  mud  @  15«.  .  .  42  00 

£409  05 
15t.  ^  pereh  for  mud,  is  meant  to  include  the  expence  of  an 
overseer. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Mud  Island — ^read  Scptr.  25,  ^89. 
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PBTRION  OV   BoBKBT  LoLLSRy  1789. 

To  bifl  EseeUetiey  tbe  Pk^riclent,  and  the  Honorable  tbe  Memben 
of  the  Supreme  Execatire  Oouncil  of  the  Oommonwealth  of 
"    P^enfisjlvania. 
Gentlemen : 

As  it  is  Castomary  for  the  Conveniency  of  the  InhnbitaiitB  of  the 
several  Counties  within  this  State  to  grant  a  Commission  of  the 
Pleas  to  the  Eegister  of  Wills  and  Recorder  of  Deeda  in  each  Conntj, 
I  take  this  method  of  Soliciting  your  Honors  to  grant  me  a  Com* 
mission  of  the  ptess  for  the  County  of  Montgomery,  to  enable  me  to 
transact  the  business  appertaining  to  the  said  dices  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  Customary  in  the  other  Counties  in  this  State ;  And 
should  your  Honorable  Board  see  fit  to  Comply  with  my  reqaest,  my 
best  endeavours  shall  be  exerted  to  act  worthy  of  such  appointment* 
I  remain,  Qentlemen, 

your  most  obedient,  Humble  Servt, 
ROBERT  LOLLER, 
Regr.  &  Recorder  for  Montgomery  County. 
Septem'r.  25th,  1789. 


Opinion  ot  W.  Bradford,  Jr.— Health  Omo£a'8  ¥sas 

1789. 

September  26, 1789. 
Sir, 

Having  considered  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  fees  payable  to 
the  Health  Officer,  I  am  of  opinion,  That  under  the  act  preventing 
poor  and  impotent  persons  being  brought  into  this  State,  he  is  enti- 
tled to  the  sum  of  nine  pence,  head  money,  for  every  pasbsnger 
arriving  in  this  port  in  any  Vessel ;  and  is  also,  by  virtue  of  a  sub- 
sequent act,  to  receive  the  further  sum  of  6(/.  on  the  same  aoconnt, 
for  the  Use  of  the  Hospital.  But  bis  fee  of  twenty  shillings,  for 
visiting  a  Vessel  and  discharging  the  duties  prescribed  by  tbe  act  for 
preventing  infectious  diseases,  (and  which  is  properly  the  health 
officer's  fee)  I  apprehend  is  payable  only  by  vessels  of  the  three 
following  descriptions,  vis. :  Ist,  Those  which,  at  the  time  of  their 
departure  for  this  port,  had  on  board  more  than  forty  passengers  or 
servants.  2d,  Those  which  have  on  board  any  person  with  an  infec- 
tious disease.  8d,  Those  which  come  from  any  sickly  port  or  place. 
Vessels  of  these  descriptions  alone  are  the  objects  of  the  lasi  men- 
tioned act,  &  are  alone  liable  to  be  charged  for  the  visits  of  the 
health  officer.     Other  vessels  are  liable  only  to  the  head  money 

'*'  He  was  appointed. 
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FENNSTLVANIA  AKCHrfES  1786.  6l9 

before  mentioned  in  ease  fhej  have  any  passenger  or  passengers  on 
board.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Si^, 

Your  most  Obed.  serv., 

W.  BRADPOJRD,  Jan.* 
Directed^ 

Honb.  Q.  R08S9  Esq. 


Lieutenant  qp  Lttzcbne  Go.  to  N.  Denison — Militia  Laws 

1789. 

Wilksbarre,  September  28thj  1789. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  would  by  this  inform  Council  how  the  late  act  made  with  respect 
to  the  Militia  opperates  in  this  County. — ^This  law  appointing  the 
Commissioners  of  the  County  a  Board  of  appeals,  seems  not  to  answer 
any  valuable  e£fect.-^The  officers  of  the  respective  Companies  with 
punctuality  and  attention,  under  oath  make  their  Returns  of  the 
Delinquents.  The  Commissioners  not  under  the  sAne  Obligation  grant 
relief  to  whom  they  please. — Enclosed  is  a  Certificate  of  the  Commis- 
sioners declaring  if  the  law  thus  opperates,  few  or  no  m'en  will  stand 
in  the  ranks. — There  are  a  number  in  the  enclosed  list  who  answered 
to  their  names  on  the  last  review  day,  after  which,  immediately  left 
the  field,  their  officers  returned  them  as  delinquents. — Upon  an  appeal 
the  Commissioners  excused  them  (one  of  the  Commissioners  being 
in  the  same  situation)  A  number  of  others  in  the  list  never  applied 
to  the  Commissioners  either  by  themselves  or  Attorney,  and  a  number 
of  others  to  whom  Certificates  are  given  were  returned  as  Delinquent 
on  review  days,  which  occurred  long  before  the  ezistance  of  the  Com- 
■nsaionere  as  a  board  of  appeals. — The  Commissioners  wish  Hght  on 
the  subject. — If  they  have  proceeded  according  to  the  meaning  and 
intention  of  the  Legislature. — I  think  the  law  in  its  opperation  will 
not  be  so  advantageous  in  keeping  up  good  regulations  among  the 
Militia  as  might  be  wished. 

Enclosed  also  is  the  return  of  Company  Officers  elected  for  the 
8th  Company,  in  Communicating  the  Substance  of  this  to  Council, 
together  with  return,  you  will  oblige. 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  Obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant 

ZEBN.  BUTLER. 

N.  B.  Company  Returns  not  Ready — as  I  Expected. 

Z.  BUTLER. 
Directedj 

The  Honorable  Nathan  Denison  Esq.,  In  Council,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  188,  142,  147,  161,  168^  170,  171, 172 
173,  174. 
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620  PSNNSYLVANIA  ABGHIYSS  1789. 

Wo  the  Sabfloribers  aooording  to  the  power  in  ob  veated  do  hereby 
excuse  &  disoharge  the  following  persoos  from  all  fioes  incurred  before 
this  day,  for  not  attending  aocordin^  to  law  on  trainmg  or  master 
dajs  via. 
Robert  Falkner,  ''  Philemon  Bidlack, 

Josiah  Kellogg,  John  Lamfier, 

Ira  &  Eli  Manvil|  Benjamin  Baser, 

Stephen  Dodd,  David  Boys, 

Thomas  Allington,  Henry  TuttlOi 

Edward  Walker,  Joseph  Tyler, 

Samuel  Bennet,  Isaac  Underwood, 

Aaron  Perkins,  Daniel  Pierce, 

Elisha  Mattison,  Asahel  Fish, 

John  Goon,  Josiah  Kellogg, 

Israel  Underwood,  Thomas  &  Jonathan  Stephens, 

Elisha  Harvey,  Thomas  Tabbs, 

John  Leonard,  Samuel  Ives, 

Saml  &  John  Allen»  John  Biggelow, 

Nathan  Parish,  Jason  Horton, 

Doct.  Charles  W«  Adams,  (one    William  Hurlbut^ 

fine  only.)  JohnWort, 

Samuel  Hover,  James  Landon, 

Ebenezer  Parish,  Isaac  Parker, 

Jacob  Scott,  Elijah  Harris. 

Witness  our  hands  this  25  day  of  June  A.  D.  1789. 

CHRISTOPHER  HURLBUT. )    r,^„;«;„„,« 
SAML.ALHN.  \   Commissioners. 


Eeoommendatign  of  John  Adlum  to  examine  Susqushannah 
RiTER,  1789. 

We  the  Subscribers  believe  the  bearer,  John  Adlum  to  bo  a 
person  well  qualified  to  execute  the  business  of  a  Commissioner  for 
exam'ining  the  Navigation  of  the  River  Susquehanah,  and  therefore 
beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  his  Excellency  the  President,  and 
the  Hon'ble  the  members  of  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  for 
that  appointment  under  the  late  Act  of  General  Assembly. 

JNO.  NICHOLSON, 
BENJ'N  RUSH, 
WM    MACLAY, 
THOS.  HARTLEY, 
As  a  person  I  believe  to  be  well  qualified  for  the  service  above- 
mentioned,  the  said  John  Adlum  is  recommended  by 

HENRY  DRINKER, 
RICHARD  WELLS.* 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVL,  pp.  178,  179,  181. 
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Wi&'  D»4RMiaiiT  tt)  Puf.  MfiVLiN^^Dxvnrcai  €V  Wsnndur: 
TsBSSifcmr,  1789. 

Ww  Ofibto  of  tfa6  {Jnked  atafee%  6o«o1>er€tb,  1789. 
Sir, 

•  IW  (^66tod  by  the  Pre^ebi  of  the  United  Stated  to  transmit 
toy^ut*  SiOetleney  Ibfr  eooloiied  extract  of  a  Law  enacted  by  tfie' 
Congress  on  the  29th  day  of  September  last ;  and  I  am  fhrlhet 
direetedi  Sir,  to  inform  yon  that  the  state  of  intelligence  from  the 
froatiertf  has  rendered  it  expedient  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  instruct  provisionally  the  Governor  of  the  Western 
Territory,  to  call  forth  the  Militia  of  the  nearest  Counties  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontier  inhabitants,  from  the  hostile  incursions 
of  the  Indians,  limiting  the  Militia  to  be  so  called  forth  to  one' 
,  thousand  from  Virginia  and  five  hundred  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  Militia  while  in.  actual  service  are  to  receive  the  samq 
pay  and  rations  as  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  provided  that  noi 
charge  for  pay  be  admitted  as  valid,  unless  the  Militia  shall  b^ 
mustered  by  an  officer  of  the  said  troops,  to  be  appointed  by  t|ie 
dctnmandfng  officer  thereof.  .  '    . 

It  is  expected  the  Militia  will  be  armed  and  accoutred  at  theit^' 
own  expenoe,  but  to  be  furnished  with  ammunition  if  necessary  by 
ih^  United  States.  > 

Tour  Excellency  will  mal^e  such  use  of  Ais  information  as  you* 
siikll  judge  proper,  in  order  to  facilitate  such  orders  as  the  Gotemor 
of  the  Western  Territory  may  find  it  necessary  to  issue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  .  f 

With  great  Kespect,  ' 

Your  Exoellency's  most  ' 

Obed't  Humble  ServanlL 

H.  KNOX,'^ 
Secretary  for  the  department  of  Win 
IHreded, 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  President  of  Pennsylvania, 


.  ^ini^of  an  iUt  to  leoo^nUe  Atiid  adapt  to  the  OenatituliQtf.of 
the  United  States  the  establishment  of  tl^  lro(^a  raided  umkr  thtu 
resolves  of  the.  Hnitet  States  In  Congress  Assembled,  and  for  other 
purposed,  ttaereift  m^mtioded,  pussed  the  29th  September,  1789. 

'<  Section  5th.  Attd  be  It. further  enacted,  That  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  inhabitants  of  the  firgntiers  of  tha  UEitetl'fittfteal^m 


♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  188, 189- 
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tli6  hosUle  inonrsions  of  tbe  iDdians^  The  President  is  hereby 
aalfaariied^to  taU  into  lervioe  tnm  tne  io'thne^-mch  pait  o£  tbo 
Militia  of  the  States  respeetivelj  aa  he  may  jadge  necessary  for  the 

torpose  aforesaid,  and  that  their  pay  and  subsistence  while  in  serriee 
e  the  same  aa  (ihe  pay  and  anfaiistenoe  of  the  troops  aboTomen- 
tioned." 

**  Seotion,  ath.    And  be  it  f corthev  i0nao(iBd|  Thjit  this  A«V  thall 
C)i9»tinaey  and  be  in  fo^ce^  until  the  end  of  th^est  aeni^H  of  Cmk- 
p  and  no  longer.- ' 

A  true  Copy. 


CoMM'BS  to  ExAHINJB    RiVEA  D£LAWAa£--TO  P&ss.  MirajH 

1789. 

To  the  Supreme  Ezecatiye  Counoil|  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn* 
aylvania. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  review  the  River  Delaware,  having 
in  this  service  to  pass  a  great  distance  beyond  where  inhabitants  are 
settled  near  the  River,  capable  of  affording  them  any  assiatanooy  are 
under  a  necessity  of  requesting  that  Council  will  please  to  order  the 
Commissary  of  Military  stores,  to  supply  them  with  tbe  following 
articlesi  which  the  Commissioners  conceive  will  be  highly  necessary 
at  this  advanced  season  of  the  year. 

A  Horseman's  tent  &  1  smaller  tent, 

A  boat  cover  for  provisions, 

6  Blankets  for  the  Boatmen, 

8  Camp  Kettles, 

8  Tin  Cups  &  2  Mugs, 

1  Frjing-pan, 

'  2  Axes,  1  Hatchet,  2  Gimblets  &  8fb  of  nails. 
Cord  for  lashing, 

2  Muskets, 

4Ib  of  Gunpowder, 

81b  of  Lead, 

8Ib  Shot, 

Tinderboz,  Flints  ft  Steel,  ft  2  Yalices. 

And  they  request  that  Coaneil  will  be  pleased  to  adva&ee  them 
Ihe  sum  of  ninety  poiAds. 

T.  MATLACK, 
READING  HOWBLL, 
W.  DBAN."* 

Philadelphia,  Oetob'r  6, 1789. 

»  See  Col.  Reo.,  rol.  XVL,  p.  isi 
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Pltobargb,  October  13th,  1780. 
Dnr  Sir,  ,•:  ^ 

I  I  pTaMDisd  a  Fefitioa  ik  OoQaeil  TbaTcftQ  I  kft  Ae.  0it7  &!  My 


Ut/t,  firodi  Wn.  Owdii'S  poor  nun  wbo  Mtss  ^mbdi  Island  S&  thcf. 
AUegAoy  Bhrer  aboat  30  milealroii  tfalt  pUee,  wlio  haa-vadB  koik*^-. 
flUlemUe  idvproTements,  and  dotirtt  die  Gomteintioe  of  OdtneQ^iir' 
fawriag  a  preioraBoe  granted  bim  id  the  purofaaae.  /'* 

.'Ton  will  partioiilarly  ebligo  mey  ia  iafbrming  the  fits^'  good<^i 
peiianity  if  Ooaaeit  Jias  done  any  ireepeeting  this  petiiieiri  or  uadsr 
any  dispeatkNB  io  the  sale  of  it,  ae  this  Poor  man  depead^m  tie^tdi 
MMBt.  him  in  geMiog this  iafonaaftiett;  lahall  thaali  iyourHarjealr 


"  Joha  Wilku%  Eaq'r,  l^e  member  for  thb  GeooA^mU'aaUa^  ai> 
hitDgiag  it  Ibrwwd  if  nothing  is  yet  done  in  it 
I  remain  B'r  Ri^,  '     • 

jour  most  hum.  Sarr'ty 
'    .  WM.  TURNBUUi-'    , 

To  James  TrimblOi  Esquire.  Assistant  Seer^tery  ie'OaniH^« 
Philadelphia.  I 


John  SiUina  to  Pus.  Mutvlin — ^Resignation^  1789;     ^ 

PhiUd'a,  Oot'r  17th,  1789.     : 

Bespeoted  Friends, 

Finding  it  impossible  to  attend  the  business  to  whioh»yon  UiTe 
honor'd  me  with  an  appointment,  in  your  Commission  for  examining 
the  waters  of  Sehnjlkill,  &o.,  I  beg  leaTO  to  resign  it  to  some  other 
person.* 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respeot 

your  assur'd  friend, 

JOHN  SELLEBS. 
The  Hon'ble  Bxeentive  Oonneil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylv'a. 
Ditededf  i 

To  the  RonHble  George  Ross,  Bsq'r,  Yiee-FMidettt  of  the  BMie 
of  Pennsylvania.  • 

*  BaslgBtd,  and  B.  Bittcnhonse  appointed  in  Us  plaee.  Q^L  Bea,  Tot 
XTL,  p.  19i-*iee  page  629,  of  this.  ., 

.  * 
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liltsbnrgh,  October  lOth,  1789. 
Sir, 

.  Ob  tie  iirfclftkof  Jlnl^ink  la^lMonVed  aaoraerofOoitBoa  daM 
J«tie'fi6tk|  ttqmmg  ne te- thnaBiit  to  yoar  offioa  a  odtreek  Hrt  of 
•Ik  Tamiv-keepon  wilhia  tbis  Cottnty.  As  the  Tkretn^coeiperf 
niihiB.  tiib  Ooanty  had  takeii  Ifaeir  Liooooa.  m  tbo  OcmBtieB  of 
Westmoreland  and  WasfasDgton  befim  tibis  was  eraotedy  and  feboBs 
LtoeAoea  were  adt  tben  Expired;  I  Pbolpoiiod  aeading  the  Krt 
lattili  after  oar  Septeiaber  SesBumsj  when  the  AppUeations  witbia 
tbifr  OoiMi^  wore  made.  I  eaolose  the  lists  of  all  wibo  have  been 
Booommoiidod  by  ibis  Coort;  I  efaatt  be  mnoh  dbli^od  to  yoa  to  tiaas* 
mit  me  by  poet  or  by  the  Gentleman  who  oarries  this,  fifteen  lioea^ 
oai  as  I  saa  get  ao  money  for  Lmeiioes  nnlEi  they  are  aotaally  gmn 
— If  there  are  fees  to  be  paid  ia  year  Offiee  on  giving  tbe  Lioences^ 
rU  thank  yon  to  send  a  bill  with  theai,  and  I.  will  remit  tbe  money 
Immediately. 

I  i^qabt.  there  will  be  very  dall  sale  for  Marriage  Lioenoee  in  this 
Oonnty^as  no  application  has  ever  been  made  to  me  for  any — If  yoa 
think  proper  to  send  half  a  Dosen  of  them,  I  will  dispose  of  them  if 
tlMie  shoaU  be  aay  detnaod. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

~  your  Obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  BRISON. 

To  the  Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Esquire.  Secretary  to  Goandl 
Philadelphia. 

Hon.  by     ") 
'  Mt.  Wilkin^,  f  • 


Wab  OiTicE  TO  Prbs.  Mifflin — ^Pensions,  1789. 

^        '      War  Offiee  of  the  United  States,  October  19,  1789. 
Sir,       i 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  reqoeat 
tjbil  yoor  SxoeUeocy  would  bo  pleased  to  order  an  exact  list  to  be 
made  out,  agreeably  to  the  form  her^^in  enclosed  and  transmitted 
immediately  to  this  Office,  of  all  the  military  Invalids  to  whom  pen- 
siMi  bave  beten  graated  and  paid  by  the  State  of  ^Pennsylvania  in 
porsoanoe  of  the  resolves  of  the  late  Congress  of  tbe  United  States. 
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:t:  il  jdio  b»  obMT^  Ibat'lio  liBto  kalfb  been.  c«6dyba  si  this  oiBde 
:of  Ib^  IiKalids  iMding  in  tiie  Maie  of  FssBsylTaiim  ahioe  the  vie 
dated  July  5th,  1786.  Ihi»  liflfc  now  nquetted  is  indkpnieibU  itt- 
oeflBtrj  in  order  to  make  an  arrangement  for  the  payment  of  the 
Invalids  in  Marohnext^  agreeaUj  totbe  intematfon  pnblished  in  the 
sewspapers. 

I  have  also  to  reqttest  that  jonr  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to 
direct  a  retnm  to  be  made  out  of  the  officers,  widows,  or  Orphans 
(if  any)  who  have  received  from  the  State  of  PeDnsylvania  the  seven 
years  half  paj^stipniated  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of 
August,  1780. — ^Tbis  return  to  state  the  rank,  and  time  of  the  Officers 
death,  the  amount  of  the  annua)  p^sion  paid  to  the  widows  or  Or- 
phanSy  and  the  years  for  which  it  has  been  pud. ' 
IilMvetbelioiiorto  be 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient,  Humble  Servant 

H.  KNOX; Secy,  ail^ar. 


The  form  of  Return  of  {nvalid  Pensioneis  it  tkB  State  of-' '^ 

accompanying  this  letter  exhibits  the  Rank — age  / 

Corps   and  by   whom  commanded— militia — ^Stftte^MSononental 
Ships  or  vessels — ^name^-^by  whom  commanded  ' 

•  Cause  of  disability — ^whep  disabled — where  disabled — ^Residence 
—town — county 

To  whom  commission  was  returned*-* 

When  pension  commenced 

When   pension  ceased — ^Died— Struck  off  the  list  and  reasons, 
allowance  per  month—-^ 

Amount  paid —  '  / 

State  time  to  which  the  pension  has  been  paid  off — * 
Directed^ 

;Tk8  ProBidenb  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


MXITINO    or    COTJNTIEB   FOE  IMFBOYINa    SuaQUffiANZTA   \  . 

'  RiTOE,  1789. 

Paxton  Township, 

Dauphin  Coonly,  the  19th  October,  1769. 
At  a  mooting  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Oounliee  of 
liMMMtaiv  Yoik,.  Cnmherlpnd,  VortbwiibeilMid,  DnpUn,  Hni- 

•  See  CoLBeCv  yel.t  2VI.  p.  200. 
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noBK        .  nmnrsiLFAHiA  abobitib  n89. 

ottlgddiiiitri  MrnkDy  at  tlie  Smm  bf  Mr.  AroMMd  M^aUiBUt,  ia 
iBaxtoi  SMmriiip  afomnid,  ia  pvnuaiiee  of  %  otreakirletler  4laMl 
.«!  iiuieaal^y  the  5lh  day  ofi  SbftMlMr  kst.* 

,  :  PMaaaffey  fvom  L^pmalar  Gdaalyi 

Jasper  Teates,  £aq.|  Joaeph  Simooa, 

,  ,      Pam  Zantzinger,  Bartram  GalhmUii 

,,  '     Alexander  Lowry,  Samuel  Bo j^, 

['^       Sebaatian  QtbS,  Samuel  Wright, 

Jaoob  Ejri]g«  « 

From  York  Couaiy. 
James  Ewiagi  Esq.,  tf  lobadi  afaiyaon 

From  Oombedand  Coanty. 

.   Jtaaiea  S.  Beid|  Esq.,  Alexander  Parker,  Esq., 

Qeorge  Qihsoa;  Bsq.i  Aadrew  Galbreath. 

From  Northamberlaad  Goanty. 

Charles  SmUh|  Esq.,  Aaroa  ZisTy, 

Josiah  Haias,  Anthony  Seelen, 

,   Abraham  Soott|  Frederidc  Antea, 

William  Wilson,  Esq.,  Aadrew  Stronbe. 

From  Hnntingdoa  County. 
John  Brattan. 

/       ■  From  Mifflin  County. 

William  Brown,  Esq.,  John  Oliyer. 

JAMES  EWING,  Esq.,  being ^unantmmuf^ 
ajQ>9ui|^Gliairmaa; 

Oa  moiioa  Besohed,  That  it  is  of  the  utmost  importanoe  to  the 
interests  of  the  Commanity  at  large,  That  the  Navigation  of  the 
Biyer  Sasquehaaaa,  as  far  Soath  as  Wright's  Ferry  and  of  Jnniata, 
aa<f  cif  Ifae  either  various  Streams  running  iiito  the  said  Bivers, 
whioh  are  oapaBle  of  being  made  navigable,  should  be  effeeted  with- 
out delay. 

On  motion  Besolved  aaaaimously,  That  it  is  the  sense  <tf  this 

Meetidg,  that  Sikbacriptiens  sheald  be  forthwith  raised  aad  oolleeted 

lor  tk».  paifiese  of  leltariag  the  NaTtgatim  of  the  Biver  finaqae- 

-fcaitia,.aa  fn  Bopk  as  Wr«ht's  Fenry,  Janiato  mO:  the  &am^ 
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aforeaaid,  and  that  the  MoniciB,  Hareliabdia»|  fto.|  aabaeribedi  diaU 
be  appropriated  as  herein  aA<r  diweUdd., , 

Besolved  unantmoaslj,  That  the  following  Gentlemen  be  requested 
and  impowered  to  ndle  Snbadriftiona  in  ^eilr.  eeveral  CodntieBy  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  use  their  utmost  influenoa  theraiui  and 
have  those  difierent  Subscriptions  collected  as  soon  as  possible* 

For  the  Gountj  of  Mifflin. 

James  Harris,  Willbm  Brown, 

George  Wilson,  Andrew  Gregg, 

John  Oliver,  James  Potter,  jun. 

For  the  County  of  Huntingdon. 

John  Canon,  Robert  Riddle, 

John  Brattan*  George  Ashman, 

Andrew  Henderson,  William  Philips. 

For  the  County  of  Dauphin. 

.    Martin  Weaver,  Esq.,  Archibald  M'Callister, 

Col.  Murray,  Jacob  Cook,  Esq. 

For  Northumberland  County. 

John  Boyd,  Simon  Snider, 

Josiah  Haios,  Charles  Smith. 

For  the  County  of  Cumberland. 

William  Barr,  George  Gibson, 

James  Laughlin,  William  Starret, 

Alexander  Parker,  George  Smiley^ 

Stephen  Duncan,  James  R.  Reed,     •* 

William  Chambersji  Major  James  Smith, 

John  Walker,  John  M'Koehen. 


Jacob  Hoover. 


For  the  County  of  Tork. 


Henry  Miller,  David  Grier) 

Michnsl  Hahn,  Michael  Simpaon. 

For  the  CouBty  of  Lanoaaler. 

Jasper  Yeates,  Sebastian  Graff, 

John  Hubley,  Jacob  Rrug, 

Paul  Zantsinger,  JohiiMiHer. 
Adam  Reigart, 
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7or  Om  Oiigr  «r  PhiWridva.  i 

Beubeii  HihiB. 

Jobn  Ha1dmati|  Samuel  WrigUt; 

Thomaa  Boude. 

Besolyed  nnanimotidyy  That  it  be  reoommended  to  the  Sub- 
•eriben  in  produoe,  to,,  to  deposit  and  store  forthwith  the  artieles 
of  merchandize  bj  them  reepectively  subscribed  with  the  foUowing  j 

persons  in  their  seyeral  Connties,  viz : 

In  Mifflin  Couotj.  i 

John  GarmichaeL  in  Wayne  Township^ 
Samuel  CoUiday^  mill      -    -    do. 

William  BHicott, Henry  Bemtheisel,  Derry  Townsfaipi 

John  Harris— Fermanagh  Township, 

Thomas  Wilson — Milford  Township^ 

'  George  Rex — ^Fermanagh  Township. 

In  Huntingdon  County. 

Benjamin  Ellioott — Huntingdon, 

George  Ashman-^Bedford^fumaoe, 

James  Sommerrille's  mill — Shirley  Township. 

In  the  County  of  Northumberland. 

Boyd  and  Wilson — ^in  NorthumberlaBd-Toiinj 
Seolen  and  Snyder — in  Penns.  Township, 

Charles  Smith, John  Black,  (Sunbury.) 

Josiah  and  William  Hughes — Catawissa, 
Samuel  Wallis — Munsey, 
Yentzer  and  Darr — Darrs-Town, 
William  Montgomery— Mahoning-Township, 
Simon  Earholt's  milt. 

In  Cumberland  County. 

William  *  Barr^Shippensburg, 

James  M'Ltuehlin's  mill — Middleton-Township, 

Francis  j^lvers  mill-^East  Pennsborough-Towasbqiy 

William  Kelso,        -        -        -        do. 

George  Gibson's  mill-* SbewaMUiWalleyi 

William  Starrots-^uniata,  s 

James  Smith's  mill — Tellow  Breeches. 

In  Lancaster  County. 
John  Wrightr— Wright's  Ferry. 
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whom  then  Bkall  be  a  ptnoa  ftppotntod  in  eaob  Ooonfey  mho  sfaidl 
reoeiye  the  monieSy  and  difeet  ibe  sale  of  Meicbaadiny  Ab.^  and 
who  shall  from  time  to  time  paj  sneh  monies  into  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  as  sooa  ss  the  name  shall  amount  to  the  sum  of  fifteen 
ponnds. 

Whereupon  Jaoob  Cmg  was  unanimously  ehoeen  Treannrer,  tod 
the  following  Gentlemen  were  appoiated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
in  the  severu  Counties  following. 

James  Harris-~-for  the  County  of  Mifflin. 
Andrew  Henderson — for  the  County  of  Huntinffdoni 
Archibald  M'Calltster— for  the  County  of  Daupbini 
John  Boyd — ^fnor  the  County  of  Northumberland| 
James  R.  Reed — for  Cumberland  County, 
■  Henry  Miller — for  York  County. 

Resolved,  That  five  persons  be  appointed  Commissioners,  and  that 
they  or  any  three  of  them  do  appropriate  the  money  to  be  colleoted 
bv  the  Subsoriptions  aforesaid,  and  superintend  the  removing  the 
obstructions  in  the  River  aforesaid,  and  the  various  Streams  running 
Into  the  same,  &  draw  on  the  Treasurer  from  time  to  time  for  suen 
monies  as  may  be  neoessary,  for  carrying  this  undertaking  into 
execution. 

Whereupon  the  following  Gentlemen  were  unanimously  appointed, 
viz.; 

Frederick  Antis — of  Northumberland  County, 

Johh  Brattan — of  Huntingdon  County,  on  Juniata| 

Andrew  Galbreath-^of  Cumberland  County, 

Sebastian  Graff John  Haldeman,  (of  Lancaster  County,) 

By  Order  of  the  Meeting, 

JAMES  EWINO  * 


John  Adlum  to  Pbes.  Mitflin,  1789. 

His  EzopUency  the  President,  &  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Exeon- 

tive  Council. 

Being  by  your  Honorable  Board  vested  with  an  appointment  of 

.Gommissionier  (in  Cowmunj  with  Benjamin  Rittenhouse,  Bsar.yt)  ^ 

examine  the  River  Schuylkill  &  make  report,  &c.,  agreeably  to  an 

late  Aet  of  Assembly*  and  desirous  of  prooeediug  immediatelv  to 

tha  business,  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  you  would  be 

:     «  Froia  pnuted  handtnlL 

t  Appointed  in  place  of  John  SeUers— See  p.  628.    Gol.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI., 

^.10^,196.  

27* 
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t^aMMd  lo  gmii  me  the  Sim  of  tidrty  ponndifor  the-  pi»pe<i  of 
defi» juig  OoBlingeiit  ezpenoes,  and  ycmr  Bon'bk  Beeid  will  tkeMlif 
Cooler  ft  fnrtiMr  obligation  oe,  GanUemen, 
Your  moet  obedient  ft 

Venr  Hembk  SeraBt, 

JOHN  ADLDM. 
Ootober  2l8t,  1789. 


BlOOMMEIiDATION  OV    T.   PlCKBRING  AS    SuEYXTOB  Oxn'lr— OK 
DEATH  OF  J.   LXTKENB,  1789. 


To  His  Eioellenoy  the  President,  and  the  honorable  the  Snpr 
Ezeentive  Oonneil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsjltania* 
Finding  that  the  Office  of  Surveyor  General  of  this  Common- 
weftlth  hath  beoome  vacant  by  the  Death  of  John  Lnkens,  Bsqnire,  ve 
take  the  Liberty  of  expressing  an  earnest  wish  that  it  may  be  filled 
by  a  person  of  abilities^  Integrity,  and  Attention  to  Bosiness. 

The  great  Care  that  has  been  taken  in  all  former  appointments 
to  this  office,  and  the  various  and  important  Duties  of  it,  as  well  as 
the  high  Trust  to  be  reposed  in  him  who  shall  be  called  to  fill  i^ 
clearly  show  the  necessity  of  these  Qualities  being  united  in  him 
who  shall  be  entrusted  with  it;  and  believing  Timothy  PidLering, 
Esquiroi  to  i)osseas  them  in  an  eminent  dearee,  we  oeg  leave  to 
recommend  him  as  a  Gentlemen  well  qualified  in  all  respects  to  be 
appointed  to  it. 

Bichard  Peters,  Tench  Franeis, 

Fred.  A.  Muhlenberg,  Samuel  Powel, 

W.  Rawle,  Iho's  McKean, 

J.  Ingersoll,  Thos.  Fitasimons, 
James  Wilson,                                   ^   Wm.  Lewis, 

Geo.  Clymer,  Edwd.  Shippen, 

Thos.  Willing,  Bobt.  Morris. 

Philadelphia,  Ooto  26th,  1789. 


HlOOMMSNDATIONS  OF    D.  BrODHEAD   AS    SUBVBTOB    GXNXRAtr 

1789, 

¥6  His  Bxoelleney  the  President,  and  the  honorable  the  Supreme 
-   Dzecutive  Oouneil  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen : 

The  Office  of  Surveyor  General  being  vacant  by  the  death  of  John 
Lukens,  Esquire,  and  wishing  that  important  Office  should  be4Ued 

•  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  199, 208— when  J>.  Broilhead  was  appoinM 
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||ttftljft»dt  aful  wkiMi^  ftf pointmeo^  wiU  five  cdoeril.  BtdsflKitiim^      v 
I  have  reoommended  Colo.  Timothj  Pickering. M«'(3«litteMlifc 

?imBM  io  4Xeliat0Kb4 above  office,  and  from  the  perBOoal  knowledge 
have  loDff  had  of  General  Brodhead,  cannot  refrain  from  declai^ng 
that  I  think  him  alBo  qualified  for  the  same. 

THO.  MoKiAl^- 

Wm.  White :  who  wishes  his 
signing  to  be  understood  aa 
not  intended  to  oppose  tbe  Pre- 
tensions •(  (»tber  qualified 
Gentlemen. 

Peter  Baynton, 

Fran's  Gnrnej, 

Fred'k  A.  Muhtenb^g, 


John  Wiloooksi 
D.  Lenox, 
John  F.  Miffliik, 
Rich'd  Baoho, 
Geo.  Hnehes^* 
Thomas  U.  Moor^ 
JamesJ^iddk. 


To  His  Ezcellencj  The  President,  the  Honorable  the  Vice  Piesi- 
dent,  nnd  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Ezeentiye  Gonneil  of  ^the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Whereas  the  Offiee  of  Surveyor  General  is  beopne  Yapait  bgrithe 
Death  of  John  Lukens,  Esqr.,  and  it  being  of  geatfal  Imtwt^ao^ 
that  the  same  should  be  filled  by  a  Gentleman  of  Capacity  and 
undoubted  Integrity — We,  the  Suhsoribers,  being  fully  penuaded 
that  General  JhuM  Brodhead  is  a  suitable  Person,  and  that  his 
apppintineiit  -tbeveto  would  give  |;0nerel  8i^faotioii|  we  take  thp 
Liberty  to  recommend  him  accordingly. 

PtiiUdaliitdE>  Oaiober  Slat,  17B9. 


Philip  Wager, 
Aadw.  Spple, 
John  Baker, 
Leonard  Jacoby, 
Frederick  K^bl| 
6e<f  Habackeri 
Geo.  Biokb^Qii 
Andrew  Geyer, 
George  Honey^  Junr.^ 
Henry  Epple, 
Joseph  SnowdeU; 
Jo^n^  Butter, 
Sam'l  MorriS; 
^as.'AbeveronbieA 
yark  Willook^ 
Bob.  M'Knight, 


Henry  Toland, 
Bich'd  FuUertoOy 
Wm.  Heysbam, 
Christian  Febiger| 
John  Steioxnots, 
Wm,  Hall, 
Jacob  Lawerswyler, 
Willm.  Wister, 
Rich'd  Footman, 
James  Oldden, 
John  Oldden,   ' 
Wm.  PoynteB, ' 
Benj.  Penitigtbii; 
Jos.  OopsHhiiai^ 
Jm.  Vtyomj  '  • 
James  Glent^prth. 
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I  hiiWMMB  to  belieite  ihti  he  w  ^aKiM  for  th%  ofioe  «f  BmB- 
TeyorCKsD'l  i^r  tbiB  8tete>  wm  YMftot|  ft  be^  Imw  to  wewamm^ 

JOe.  B.  M'EBAN. 

Lawrence  Seckelj  Jobn  Kidd| 

Peter  Kuhn,  Alex.  Fnllerton, 

Xewis  Farmer,  Jacob  Schreineri 

Geo.  Meade,  Jno.  P&tton^ 

Wm.  Sheaff,  Jn.  Vaaghan, 

Henrj  8heaff|  Mag's  Miller, 

Jno.  8hee,  Clett^ent  Biddle, 

John  Chaloner,  John  Taylor, 

Wm.  Qnf,  John  Da£5eld, 

Amos  Wickersbam,  Hugh  Lennox, 

John  Melbert,  ^                Will.  Adoook, 

John  Helm,  Geo.  Aston, 

Wm.  Yon  Phnl,  Thomas  Forrest, 

.  Jl^x)b  Morgan,  jr.,  James  A^h, 

'  IhmL  Williams,  Reuben  Haines, 

*Win.  Colladay,  Reynold  Keen, 

John  Bonder,  Henry  Kam  merer, 

Ohirifirfn.  Baker,  Thomas  Pette,"^ 
ThoitiM  Batten, 


IMt.  TB6d.  'RmnM  vo  Pbss.  Mitflxn'— bbat  m  GomrcfL,  1780. 

Phibdelphia,  Oel^r  20lii,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  Electon  of  the  Gonnty  of  Chester  having,-  by  their  alnoraei 
unanimous  suffrages,  done  me  the  honor  of  returning  me  as  tiidr 
representative  in  the  Supreme  Executive  Gounoil  of  this  Oommon- 
wealth,  I  request  the  favor  of  knowing  whether  I  mi^  be  permitted 
to  take  a  seat  at  yonr  honorable  board,  agreeably  to  theit  wishes. 
Thdr  Reasons  for  proceeding  to  this  election  I  conceive  to  be 
these. 

Ist.  Because  every  County,  according  to  the  Gonstitutiott  of  this 
Commonwealth,  has  a  right  to  one  Representative  in  Council. 

21y.  Because  no  one  Councillor  has  a  right,  according  to  the 
Constitution,  to  represent  two,  or  more  than  one  County* 

Sly.  Because  k^  the  late^  act  of  Assembly  fok  dividtng  Chester 
County  into  two  Oo«nties,  the  Councilior  that  had  before  oeen  elee- 

*  D.  Brodhead  was  appointed. '  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  l>p.  208,  2lO, 
214,  2ie-.liis  deputies. 
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ied  by  the  joint  raffrages  of  both  Counties;  is  in  faot  msde  to  reprf^ 
sent  tbe  tiew  Oonntj  of  Delaware,  because  the  Sleetoms  df  Umt 
County  are  Expressly  forbid  to  Elect  a  Councillor  till  the  expiration 
of  the  time  for  which  the  former  Councillor  had  been  elected,  and 
this  is  done  at  the  very  time  when  it  ia  enacted.  *'  That  the  inhabi- 
taitfts  of  the  said  Countv  of  Delaware  shall  at  all  times  hereafter 
enjoy  all  and  singular  the  jurisdictions,  powers,  rights,  liberties  and 
-fniveleges  whatsoever,  which  the  inhd^itunts  of  any  other  County  of 
4bia  State  do,  may  or  ousht  to  enjoy,  by  the  CoBslitulion  and  Lawk 
of' this  State;"  of  which,  that  of  having  a  Counoiller  to  represent  thett 
in  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  they  conceive  to  be  a  veiy  iotf- 
IKNrtainC  one< 

4thly.  Another  reason  which  induces  them  to  think  that  the 
OotmciUor  fbrmerly  elected  for  Chester  Countv  ought  not  to  be  cotf- 
ridered  as  their  uounoillor,  at  present,  is,  that  his  property  and 
residence  are  both  in  the  County  of  Delaware,  circumstances  which 
|>ecu]{arly  fit  him  for  being  Councillor  for  that  County.  The  Elec- 
tors of  the  County  of  Chester,  influenced  by  this  consideration,  are 
strongly  desirous  of  having  a  Councillor  who  has  property  in  thei)r 
own  County  sufficient  to  constitute  a  common  interest  with  theni<' 
selves. 

A  5th  Besson  that  has  operated  on  the  mmds  of  the  Electors  of 
Chester  County  in  proceeding  to  this  Election  is  this,  That  in  the 
19th  Section  of  the  2d  chapter  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Common- 
wealth it  is  expressly  said  <*  that  all  Tacancies  in  the  Council,  that 
may  happen^  by  death,  resignation  or  oihertoise,  shall  be  filled  up  at 
the  next  General  Election  for  Representatives  in  €kneral  i^embly/' 
The  County  of  Delaware  has  not  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  vacancy 
occasBioned  by  the  division  of  the  County,  but  the  County  of  Chester, 
has.  AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
-jfoar  honorable  board  by 

your  Excellenoiefl  most  obd't 

and  very  humble  Serv't; 

THO'S  RtJSTOU.* 
DirecUdy 

To  His  Excellency  Tho's  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XYL,  p.  201— where  Col.  Bieh'd  Willing  is 
already  in  possession  of  the  Beat 
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AUDXCIONAL    iNSTBUCnONS    TO    CoMMIfiSIONXBS    XO  YISW  Sua- 
QUKHANNA  KlYSB,  1789. 

Ill  Coanoi], 

Philad'a^  November  4tb;  1789. 

G«lQtl6BI61l| 

from  IniloniMkiioii  rtoeivod  by  Connoil  einoe  Uie  daU  of  our  Lel- 
ler  of  ii>0trttotion  to  jou^  we  tbink  it  proper  to  give  yea  tiie  iellov- 
iog  Direotkm  for  yo«r  Immediate  Oovernmeiit  whioh  you  nse  moti 
eUieUy  to  observe. 

Tour  are  to  oonfine  yourselves  to  tbe  Falls  and  Obstrootioa  of  the 
Biver  Sosqaehaonak  from  Wrigbfc'a  Ferry  up  tbe  said  Eiver  to 
include  tbe  bead  of  McKee's  balf  falls — ^and  from  tbe .  moutb  of 
tbe  Biver  Juniata  up  tbe  said  River  to  Include  tbe  Head  cl 
Augbwick  Falls — Council  are  Induced  to  give  you  these  additional 
Instructions  from  the  necessity  of  having  your  Heport  of  the  proI»> 
ble  Ezpenoes  of  Removing  tbe  several  Obstructions  and  Impronnc 
the  navigation  of  those  Rivera  Between  those  distanees  to  be  laid 
before  the  General  Assembly  in  this  present  Session.'*^ 
I  am  Gentlemen^  with  great  Respect, 

your  most*  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  ROSS,  V.  P. 


FaAKGjfl  HoPKJNSOiri  J.  A.^  on  Satxtt  or  ADMiaALnr  Papkes 
^  1789. 

Philada.,  Nov.  6A,  1789. 
Sir, 

Lthink  it  is  my  Duty  to  intimate  to  yourBzceHeney  thePrepriefy 
of  Council's  taking  some  Order  rsepeoting  Hie  Disposal  &  safe  keeping 
of  the  Records  of  tbe  late  Court  of  admiralty  of  Pennsylvania  since 
the  Revolution.  They  are,  at  present  in  the  possession  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Read  tbe  late  Register  of  that  Court :  but  as  these  Reoords  n^y 
be  of  future  Importence  in  many  Respects^  Council  will  probably 
think  it  proper  to  deposite  them  in  some  suitable  public  place,  where 
References  to  them  may  be  bad  with  more  Propriety  &  oiBdri  Be- 
aponcdbility  obtained  for  their  safd  keeping. 
.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  all 

due  Respect  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  Servant 

FRA8.  HOPKINSON. 
Dtrectedj 

His  Excellency  Tbe  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Goo&etl 
of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rco.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  208. 
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BsMccnOK  w  OuBUUG  AflsiteBtt,  1781. 

State  of  PjenDBjIvanU  In  General  Assemblj,  Pridajr,  Kovembct 
6, 1789^  A.  M.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis  Beeonded  by  Mr.  Kennedy 
Ordered  that  Mr.  Gorney,  Mr.  Lilly  and  Mr.  Kennedy  be  a  committee 
to  eonfor  with  Council  concerning  the  time,  place  and  manner  of 
electing  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Supreme  Exeoatiye 
Council.*  Extract  from  the  minutes 

PETER  Z.LLOTD. 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly 


BbSOLTJTIONS  Of  OlNERAL  ASSEHBLT — SuiT  07  JUDGES  AQAtSBT 

THS  Staxs,  1789. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  Gkneral  Assenrf^ly,  Saitrday  November 
7, 1789.  A.  M.  The  committee  appointed  November  5,  on  the  letter 
from  William  Bradford  Esquire  attorney  General,  made  report  whidi 
was  ready  and  on  motion  and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  im 
second  time  and  adopted  as  fouows  viz. 

The  committee  on  the  letter  of  William  Bradford^  Esquire,  attohiey 
General  of  the  state  be^  leave  to  report. 

That  the  issue  directed  by  the  resolve  of  the  late  House  of  Assembly 
of  the  twenty  second  day  of  September,  1789,  to  be  joined  in  the 
amicable  actions,  at  the  suit  of  the  several  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  to  which  the  attorney  General  was  ordered  to  sppear  on  behalf 
of  the  Commonwealth,  relating  only  to  the  depreciation  of  the  Bills 
of  credit  emitted  in  1785,  the  instructions  contained  in  the  safd  re- 
solve appear  to  your  committee  sufficiently  ample,  and  the  acts  and 
proceedings  of  this  House  being  of  a  public  nature  all  the  necessary 
dooomenUi  and  evidence  may  be  found  upon  consulting  the  minutes 
and  Volumes  of  laws.     They  therefore  submit  the  following  resolve. 

Resolved  that  the  resolution  of  the  late  House  of  A^semUy  of  the 
twenty-second  day  of  September  1789,  directing  the  attonsey  General 
to  join  an  issue  whether  by  the  Constitution  law  or  equity  the  Ooiii- 
monwealth  is  bound  to  pay  the  salaries  severally  allowed  to  the 
fudges  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  speeie  or  the  value  thereof^  requii^ 
no  &rtfae»  explanation  nor  has  the  House  any  farther  instruotiops  <|r 
documents  to  Communicate. 

That  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  who  are  requested  to  conduct  the  trial  on  behalf  of  the  Covir 
monwealth,  in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  to  them  most  conducive 
to  the  interest  and  honor  of  this  State. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD. 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly 

*  Bee  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  212,  for  order  of  prooession  on  Nov.  11, 
when  Thos.  Mifflin  and  Geo.  Beta  were  elected. 
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«tt        vamisiLrjMiA  Axanvm  vm. 

State  of  .Fenii^taaia  In  GtBtMsaiAflMnblj^  Saitaiidiy  Norember 
.7th,  1789,  A.  M.— Od  motion  of  Mr.  IUwI«  &  Mr.  Caxson,  Ordered 

That  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  letter  from  the  attomi^ 
, General  of  thia  State  November  4th  instant,  be  a  oommitfee  to  oanllar 
with  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  on  the  subjeot  of  the  report  on 
aaid  letter  adopted  this  forenooUi  and  that  Mr.  Vaux  be  added  to' 
the  said  committee. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

PBIER  Z.LLOYD. 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
The  honorable,  The  Supreme  ExecutiTe  Coanoil. 


IL  Pmnis  TO  Pas&  Mivflini  1789. 

10  O'oloek 
Dr.  Sir, 

The  Honse  have  a  Hesolution  to  pass  relative  to  a  Trial  coming  on 
tbifl  Morning  between  the  Judges  &the  State.  The  Atty.  GenL 
seems  to  be  of  opinion  in  Fav'r  of  the  Judges  who  have  confined  their 
^aims  to  the  Money  of  1785.  But  as  the  subject  is  thought  pn^er 
for  Discussion  a  Power  is  given  to  Council  to  conduct  the  Trial.  I 
presume  because  other  Counsellors  should  be  employed,  if  the  Attj. 
Genl.  should  not  think  it  consistent  with  his  opinion  to  oppose  the 
claim,  I  give  you  this  private  Information  that  you  may  prevail  oo 
Council  to  sit  till  they  receive  the  Resolve  of  the  House  who  appeir 
to  have  no  other  wish  but  a  fair  Discussion. 

yrs.  affeotly 

R.  PETERS.* 

Directed, 
His  Exoy  the  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  State. 

Indonedj 

1789,  November  7th,  Resolution  of  assembly  Relative  to  the  Svifc 
at  Law  between  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Common- 
wealth— ^leaving  it  discretionary  with  Council  to  conduct  the  aedon 
in  such  manner  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Read  in  Council  Nov.  7th  1789^  and  Jarod  Ingersol  appointed  to 
assist  the  Atty.  Genl. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p  216. 
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COBOl'Bfl   VOB   IXPIl'OBINO  SuSQUfHAlYKA    BXYS&  TO  PeIS. 

MuFLiN,  1789. 

To  H]9  Bzoelenoj^  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r,  President  of  the  SUte  of 
Penbsjlvania. 

Sir, 

The  slort  notice  of  onr  appointment  and  tbe  neeessa^' Prepara- 
tions for  Leveling,  Exploring,  ftc,  has  ta^en  more  of  our  timte 
thai!  we  expected;  we  are  now  about  25  miles  up  Jtiniata  Ri^e^; 
has  we  hope  been  as  aconrate  in  onr  different  observations  as  u 
necessary,  are  at  the  same  time  sorry  that  it  will  not  be  in  odr 
Power  this  sitting  of  the  sessions,  to  make  a  satisKiMtory  Draught  of 
onr  Proceedings,  the  nnoettainty  of  the  weather,  ft  shortness  of  tbe 
Days,  we  hope  will  appologize  for  our  none-complyance,  bnt  against 
tbe  nait  meeting  of  tbe  Assembly,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  lay  oi^r 
proceedings  before  them,  and  therefore  begs  of  the  Honorable 
Gonnml  that  what  is  above  stated  may  be  a  sufficient  Ezcnse,  at  the 
saSBid  time  beg  leave  to  mention  that  the  removeing  tbe  obstructions 
in  the  navigation  of  those  navigable  waters,  fills  the  minds  of  the 
people  with  the  greatest  Expectations,  and  we  can  with  the  greatest 
ai^siimnoe  aasMrti  that  in  payinj;  attention  t^  the  navigation  of  our 
western  waters ;  the  Greatest  Expectations  may  be  look'd  for  both 
to  the  advantage  of  the  back  Inhabitantg  ft  our  metropolis,  tbe  general 
complaint  b  a  new  Country,  full  of  healthy  People,  &  no  market 
for  their  Produce.  In  one  or  two  seasons  more,  we  hope  that  those 
obstructions  will  be  removed,  which  will  be  a  great  measure  in 
eettting  our  Western  Lands. 

We  are  your  Bxcelcnoies, 

most  obedient  ft  very 

Humble  Servants, 
SAM'L  BOYD, 
BABTRBM  GAL?EA1TH, 
THOS.  HULING.* 

Mifflin  County,  8th  Nov^r^  178». 
Indorsed^ 

Read  in  Council,  Ist  time,  18th  of  November,  1780. 

Direciedj 

His  Exc^ency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r,  President  of  the  S^te  of 
Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Bee.  VoL  XVL,  p.  20» 
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Pius;  Mivfltn  to  Bjbnbt  Haia  QaiHASii  1789. 

In  Connelly  Philadelphia. 

Secr/fl  Office,  Nov.  9, 1789. 

.  In  the  belief  that  yoa  were  a  Jastice  of  peace  for  the  Conotj  of 
Delaware,  Council  on  Saturday  last,  appointed  jou  President  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of  the  Court  of  General  Quarter  Se«ioos 
of  the  Peace  and  Jail  Delivery,  apd  of  the  Orphans'  Coori. 

Upon  Examination  it  appears  that  you  are  not  a  Joatioe  of^  die 
Peace  for  that  County,  and  of  course,  cannot  act  as  President  of  the 
Court  of  Qr.  Sessions,  &  Orphans'  Court.  Council  have  xevoked 
the  Comm.  issued  on  Saturday,  and  have  ordered  a  Com.  Juatiee  of 
the  Court  of  Com.  Pleas  for  that  County  and  Com.  as  President  of 
that  Court  to  be  made  out  for  you  which  Com.  I  enclose  and  am 
directed  to  request  you  will  send  the  Com.  issued  on  Saturday  last. 
I  am;  Sir,  your  very  humble  Servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,* 
Secrfj. 


Eleotion  ov  Statb  TREASTJBEBy  Chbistian  FsBioiat;  1789. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  G-eneral  Assembly, 

Friday,  Nov.  13, 1789,  A.  M. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Houae  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  treasurer  of  this  State,  &  the  ballots  being  takaS|  it 
appeared  that  Christian  Febiger,  Esquire,  wa0  duly  elcted. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 
Clerk  of  the  General  Aaaemblj, 
Directed^ 
*  For  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


A.  Hauilton,  Sec't  or  Tbeabuby,  to  Pus.  Minuiry  1789. 

Treasury  Department,  November  2l8t^  1789. 
Sir, 

Not  having  received  any  acknowledgement  of  my  Letter  of  the 
26th  of  Septr.,  transmitting  the  Copies  of  two  resolutions  of  the 
house  of  Represoiitatif es  of  the  2l0t  of  the  same  month ;  and  oon- 
ceiving  the  information  which  relates  to  the  debts  of  the  sevml 

♦  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  217. 
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8taie8y'«Mthi»  pWblio  seouritled'of  tk«  tmoi  in  tbett  Trelk^ries,  to 
ba-Mi  ol^t^t  of  a  very  importaot  nature,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
.dvpUcatea  of  n^  ktter  and  ^f  the  rofloluiioiMf  aeeoopano^iDg  U« 

I  oan  oalj  add,  that  as  the  period  fixed  for  the  nextHieetiBg  of  GaO- 
greas  is  hastening  od>  if  any  thing  oaa  be  doae.  to  accelerate  the 
^^Ki^8inf#rioa  of  the  inioniiatioa  deeired,  k  will  grantlj  pfovMte  the 
pobjip  sarvioe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he         . 

Tour  Excellenoj^B  Obt,  hnmble  ser^., 

A.HAMI1^T0N,      . 
Seo'j  of  the  Treasury. 

•His  BceeiUncy  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 


•    Dnpl. 
(Cireular.) 

Treasury  Department, 
toytr.  2dtby  1789. 
Sir,   . 

In  obedience  to  an  iwder  of  the  house  of  BetveaetutatiTeaof  the 
21at  instMi^  (Copy  of  which  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inclose)  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  request  yonr  Excellency  to  procure  and  tmnamit  to  this 
Office  the  Documents  and  information  therein  required. 

As  the  next  Sessions  of  the  Legislature  will  be  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  Janiiazy  ensuing,  it  is  graaUy  to  be  wished  that  the  whole  of 
tb^  above  statements  may  be  forwMded  to  this  Oflke  befoBa  that 
day ;  particularly  the  Statement  of  the  Loan  Office  Oertificatei,  <ir 
other  public  Securities  of  the  Uaiibed  States  which  may  be  in  the 
Treaspiy  of  your  State. 

This  last  Statement  is  immediately  necessary  to  enable  me  to^pre• 
pare  with  the  requisite  accuracy  the  plan  referred  to  in  other  reso- 
lutions of  the  House  of  the  same  date  with  those  above  mentionedi 
a  Copy  of  which  ia  likewise  enclosed  for  vour  information. 

It  would  be  advisable  to  transmit,  at  the  same  time,  as  accurate  a 
statement  as  ot^n  be  made  of  tbo  Interest  ^if  any)  which  the  State 
may  have  paid  on  the  evidences  of  the  pubhc  Debt  above  mentioned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  * 

Yonr  XxdeUaoey's  most  Obed.,  hum.  servi, 
A.  HAMILTON, 
Sec'y  of  the  Treasury. 

His  SxceUency  Thomas  Mifflin,  £sqr.|  President  of  the  State  of 
Pannsjrlf i^iia4 
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(MP  PmfNSTI^^ANU  A^QHJLYIIB  17««. 

In  ikt  HoiiM  of  £ef  leMDtotivM  of  the  Uaited  Stite. 

Mimday,  the  2l8i  Sepir.,  1789. 
TIm  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  Report  whidi  kj  on  the 
-Teble,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Memorial  mnd 
Petition  of  the  puMio  Oreditors  of  PeansjWania, 

Whcicttf  00  Resolved,  ihat  thk  Hottse  consider  an  adeqnnle  pM- 
vision  for  the  public  Credit  as  a  matter  of  high  importmce  io  tfe 
National  honor  and  prosperity*     . 

Reaolved,  that  the  Secretary  <of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
prepare  a  plan  for  that  purpose,  and  to  Report  the  same  to  tliii 
bouse  at  its  next  meetiog. 

E:(tract  from  the  Journal, 

JOHN  BSCKLETi  dsiic. 
(Copy.) 

Compared  with  the  Original  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

WM.  DUER,  Asa't  Sec'y. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Monday,  the  21st  Septr.,  1789. 
Oidered,  that  the  Seoretairy  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  apply 
to  the  Supreme  Executives  of  the  several  States  for  Statements  oif 
their  ptbUc Debts;  of  the  funds  provided  for  the  payment,  in  wMe 
or  in  part,  of  the  prhioipal  and  Interest  thereof;  and  of  the  A.moaoi 
of  Lean  Office  CertiiScates^  or  other  public  Securities  of  the  Uaited 
States  in  the  State  Treasuries  respectively ;  and  that  be  Report  to 
the  House  such  of  the  said  documents  as  he  may  obtain  at  the  neiK 
Sesrion  of  Congress. 

Bstraol  from  the  Journal, 

JOHN  BECKLEY.  Clerk. 
(Copy.) 

Compared  with  the  Original  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie 
Treasury. 

WM.  DUER,  Aae't  Setfy. 


J).  B&ODHEAD,  S.  G.|  TO  Prss.  Mifvuv,  1789. 

Sarveyer  Qeneval's  Officcy  Nov'r  23rd,  1 789. 
Sir, 

HaviniE  been  applied  to  for  a  renewal  of  Commission  of  Mesaeun 
Presley  Neville  &  Matthew  Richey  Deputy  Surveyors  of  a  Distiiflft 
late  pmrt  of  Washingtea  Oopnty  (part  wheraof  has  since  been  elected 
into  a  separate  County  called  Alleghany,  Bounded  by  the  great 
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FftNfJn^FLVAiNlA  llami^lSti  1T89.-  641* 

Boad  leading  from  Fort  Bord  to  tfce  Town  of  WMtMBffton,  late  Oat- 
Flah  camp  trom  tb^noe  to  the  nearest  head  waters  of  Bofialoe  Greek 
theiMedoim  the  said  Cveek  to  the  line  of  the  State,  thence  along  the 
same  to  the  River  Ohio,  thence  up  the  same  to  the  month  of  Monon- 
gahela  River  &  thence  np  the  same  to  the  Beginning.  And  ido 
cdrnpli^nt  having  been  made  against  the  €kntlemeti  jointly  holding 
the  said  District^  I  be^  leave  to  reocommend  them  to  the  Honorable 
the  Sfatecntive  Gonncil.  - 

I  have  the  Honor  to  he 

.    Sir,  jonr  most  obd't  Serv't, 

DANIEL  BROBHBAB, 
Swrv^rQenl.* 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  in  Conneil. 


Pb«8.  Mlltem  TO  AtlX'B  HaMTLTONT,  SBCRftTABT  0**  TftXASURT, 

1789,  ; 

In  Oonncil', 

PhfladeldMa,  27th  Novem'r,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  ha(v6  the  Honbr  to  infotdi '  yon  that  the  Comptroller  General  of 
this  State  hath  made  considerable  Progress  in  the  Statemeqt  df  tM 
public  Debu  of  Penpsylvama.aod  is  preparing  the  other  J>oenmepta 
required  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  21at  September  1^,  (N|d  I' 
have  cause  to  believe  that  it  will  be  in  my  Power  to  transmit  to  you 
in  four  weeks  from  this  Date  all  thfi.  information  required  by  that 
Act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN/ 

tHredeAy  .—       \ 

To'  Alexander  Hamilton^  Esquire,  Seq'y  Of  the  Treairy  of  the 
CT.  States. 

*  See  Obi  Rto.,  Vol;  XTI.y  p.  tSS^SM. 
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6^       tmfvssbyAjmf  A^Bmiyrnxm-i 

Albz'b  MctiUJi  TO  Pais.  Mn-ruN,  1789. 

Bedford,  2d  December,  1789. 

.  HsviQg  l^eeo  ktdj  iafonned  of  the  death  of  the  kte  Snnrajmr 
Oeneraly  md  having  reoowrse  to  the  Law,  I  fiod  ii  reqoiied  of  dopotj 
sarveyore  to  give  Bond  &  Security,  &o.  I  would  jnot  oiMerv^  to 
your  Exoellency  and  Honorable  Council  that  in  Co^plyanoe  with 
the  Law  I  labour  under  peculiar  difficulties — By  the  late  divianoos 
of  the  Counties  my  district  includes  a  part  of  Four  Conotiee  the 
Townehf  p  of  Reatrarei^  in  the  forks  of  Yough  ie  out  in  two  by  the 
line  of  Allega«y  County — part  of  it  yet  belongs  to  Westmoreland, 
And  if  I  apprehend  the  Law,  it  Obliges  me  to  give  Bond  and  Seen- 
rity  for  each  county  and  also  take  the  Oaih  of  Office  in  Baofa.  If 
your  Excellency  and  Council  are  of  the  same  opinion— I  cannot  at 
present  Nominate  Sureties  in  those  Counties  not  having  had  the  op* 
pertunity  of  Consulting  Gentlemen  hr  either,  yet  in  the  mean  time 
would^b^  leave  to  offer  Henry  Beeson  &  Joseph  Torrenee,  Esqnins 
as  Sureties  in  Fayette  County  &  Mess'rs  G^ige  Funk  &  Thomas 
^tckroy  of  the  Town  of  Bedford  for  that  part  of  Bedford  County, 
which  my  district  eontains.  And  on  my  Return  home  comply  with 
such  further  order  as  may  be  deem'd  neoessarf. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obd't 

ALSXANDSB  MoLBAN. 
JHMied, 

■  To  the  Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  IVesident  of  the 
Suprsme  Executive  Council. 


ALEx'a  McClvan  to  Pris.  Mifflin,  1789. 

Bedford,  2d  December,  1789. 
Sir,-. 

I  had  made  an  appointment  to  meet  Mr.  Skinner  at  this  piaee  last 
Week  to  proceed  on  the  Road  from  Bedford  to  Pittsbni^^h  and 
called  on  Mr.  Guthrie  at  Greensburgh  not  knowing  of  his  illnessi 
but  found  him  unable  to  attend,  in  which  Situation  he  has  been 
since  early  in  November — I  there  Beoeived  the  Resolve  of  Council 
of  the  fourteenth  of  March  last  to  us  directed  by  which  I  apprehend- 
ed the  design  of  the  legislature  in  their  Resolution  of  the  21st  Nov'r, 
1788,  was  that  a  Road  should  he  laid  out  from  this  place  to  Pitts- 
burgh as  near  to  a  Straight  lioie  as  Circumstances  will  admit— And 
Considering  the  great  distance,  and  the  uncertainty  of  acting  oaft  on 
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%  JtmlPM^  ^ifa^HoQy  i  tbncjbt  of' «^,  eocpedieQi to  |^  •  ^tettio*.: 
ifith  0OIQ9  degi84  of  CertuAlj,  which  I  could  do  wjiihaat  Ihe  mm^ 
aooe  of  th^  other  GominJBfioo^ray  Aad  whioh  X  og«€eiv/l  vould  hi 
oeeesa^j  were  Ihej  both  pceaeBtytfiereforfi  id  <Mrdert»gMo  the  trmi 
8ituatioax>f  thia  plaoe  I  went  to  th#  158th  Mil#  Poit  gt^Bdiog  «hiMlr 
10  perohef  West  of  the  Roftd.  fyoig.  B^ford  to/F4>rt  Quiobtnilaild^- 
from  thenoe  by  a  series  of  Courses  Tnversed  the  Valley  of  Cuiober*'; 
land  to  this  place  and  find  it  to  be  19m.^  29Q  perches  North  of 
Hason  and  Dizon^s  line  and,  IQm.  86  perches.  East  of  the  above 
Hile  poet,  And  my  Memory  aiding  me  in  the  Situation  of  Pitts- 
bnrij^  I  'ttpo^ed  fo  Calculation  to  find  a  Course  to  Pittsburgh  ft 
eatimaie  it  to  stand  25685  perches  West  and  d8dQ  perabes  North  of 
this  plaoe  being  North  69""  27'  West  27482  perdfaesato  85  m.  2^2 
peroheSy  which  Course  I  think  will  at  least  lead^  me  into  the  Neigh- 
beiirhood  of  Pitlslmrgh. 

As  the  Season  is  so  far  adtaneed  &  neither  of  the  other  Gommis-' 
noners  come  to  my  assistance  I  thought  to  have  gone  home  and  put 
it  off  till  the  10th  of  April  next  but  this  erening  offering  fair  for  good 
weather,  I  have  Concluded  to  set  out  to  Morrow  morning  on  the 
before  mentioned  Course  and  if  not  interrupted  by  excessive  Wea- 
ther proceed  to  Pittsburgh  markins  the  way  lightly  so  as  to  enable 
OB  to  tad  it,  alio  setting  up  a  small  stake  at  every  qtairter  of  Mile 
between  Mile  posts,  and  a  post  at  every  Mile  with  its  Number  for  the 
Convenience  of  taking  off  or  falling  in  as  the  situation  of  the  ground 
may  make  it  aeoessary-^I  eoqld  have  wished  for  the  Concurrenoe  of 
Council,  before  I  had  proceeded,  but  time  will  not  admit  of  m- 
Momeutsdeky* 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  regard  Sir, 

your  Szoelleocies  most 

obedient  and  HumMe  Serv't^ 

ALEXANDER  MoOLBAN. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President  of  Council^ 


Eyan  Owxn  to  Pres.  Mii-flin,  1789. 

Gentlemen, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you  that  in  pursusnce  of  the 
Authorities  vested  in  me  as  Commissioner  for  the  opening  of  the 
road  commonly  called  theNeseopeok  road;  I  have  opened  the  same 
road  so  as  that  it  may  be  travelled  on  by  Waggons,  &e.,  except  the 
digging  away  of  a  part  of  Spring  Mountain.    That  there  yet  remains 
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flf44  PCmrSYIiVANtA  AAOtlTBa  1789: 

alotf I  tkre«  Mllei  anqicfiiM  of  tb^  Mid  KoaA.  And  OiAl  in  tm- 
daetiog  tb«  Bmin^ss  8o  far  m  is  above  mentiondl,  I  have  expended 
tiM  wbol«  AmofVQt  of  yoor  Ordera  in  toy  ftrot.  And  I  Cake  the 
liberty  of  ad4mg  that  I  am  of  Opinion  that  the  BesidQe  of  die 
Monks  ttppropriated  by  Aot  of  Assembly  for  the  abore  pmposea 
add  whioh  I  btive  yet  lesefYed  yottr  Order  fori  will  open  the  aid 
Boad. 

I  nm,  Gentletnen, 

Tour  Qbliged  friend, 

EVANOfWEfr. 

:  Pbilada.,  6  Dee'r,  1789. 

The  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Coon^  of  this  Con* 
monirealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


FeANOIA  JOHNffTON  TO  Y^   P.  BoaS.-rlSLANDS  Hi  Wi 

BiYSRSi  1789. 

Philadelphia^  7th  DeoembeT;  1789. 
air,  . 

Pursuant  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Ooandl  dated 
November  17th,  1788,  granting  a  right,  of  pre^eitiption  to  John 
Hamilton  and  WilUam  Wilson  in  and  to. two  Islands  in  the  Riven 
Allegany  and  Ohio,  respectively  occupied  by  them,  on  condition  that 
they  would  severally  comply  with  the  Tetms-  set  forth  in  sud 
Resolve;  I  abttfied  them  of  the  purport  thereof;  Since  which,  I 
begleavv  to  inrfor^  Oouncil  that  I  have  not  yet  received  any  answer, 
nor  have  they  by  themselves  or  agents  complied  with  said  Terms. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  inform  Council  that  William  Todd,  Esq.,  of 
Westmoreland  Oounty,  hath  applied  for  a  Pre-emption  right  to  a 
small  IsUnd  in  the  Alleghany  River,  nearly  opposite  to  Bu&loe 
Greek,  whose  application  I  herewith  inclose. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  moat  obedient  H'ble  Servant| 

FRA'S  JOHNSTON,  E.  0. 
DirecUdj 

The  Honorable  Gfeoige  Ross,  Ssq.,  Vice  President  in  CounciL 
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Wh.  TopB  XQ  F.  JOHNBSOlf. — ISLANDS  IK  WbSXBRV 

BiVERS,  1789. ' 

Sir, 

*  X  ^Vfi  ^eaa  infon^ed  that  the  Si»r«iiie  Exeoative  Coopcil  by 
their  iBe^olve  bearing  date  X7  Nov.,  17^i  granted  a  right  of  Pr»- 
IMaptk^Q  to  John  Hamelton  &  Willia|ii  Wilkon  of  the  two  Islands  in 
tbe  ^ver  Ohio,  on  wbioh  thej  had  made  improvements,  on  theis 
paying  inio  the  .Receiver's, Office,  by  a  certain  limited  time,  20s.  pc« 
liere  ^  the  one,  a^d  10s.  for  the  othpr. 

Eioding  that  Ooumul  are  possest  of  thia  power,  I  therefore  beg 
leil?e  to  apply  for  a  small  ^Islan/l,  a  little  above  the  month  of  Buffaloi 
in  the  Allegany  River,  and  a  little  below  where  the  Kiskemetus 
Kiver  emtiea  into  the  Allagauy  Biver  aforesd.,  suppoad.  to  contain 
B6  or  30  acres,  haveing  made  a  small  Improvement  thereon.  And 
it  beioff  almost  adjoining  a  tract  of  Land  now  my  property,  (there 
being  Tittle  or  no  water  running  between,  some  seasons  of  the  year) 
)rbieh  is  scarce  of  timber,  with  which  the  above  mentioned  Island 
4oe8  abound.  And  for  which  I  will  pay  at  the  rate  of  10s.  pr. 
Mre-inJSpeeie. 

Pleas  to  oomipnnioi^te  this,  my. application,  to  Goancil,  and  Ba- 
oeiva  their  answer. 

I  am  Sir,  yomr  very  Humble  Ser^t, 

WW.  TODD- 

To  Franoes  Jofanaoo,  Beo'r  Genl  of  the  Land  Ofice  of  PennayV 
ajlvanta. 

Dec.  7th,  1789. 


PeBS,  MllTLlN  TO  BlCfT  AT  Wae— Pbhbions,  1789. 

In  Connoil, 

Philadelphia,  December  7th,  1789. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
.a  Beturn  of  The  Persons  entitled  to  Pensions  by  the  Laws  of  this 
.State. 

This  Return  was  to  have  been  forwarded  on  Wednesday  last,  but 
the  Comptroller  General  being  engaged  in  making  out  some  statc- 
.nsentd  for  the  Oeneral  Assembly,  could  not  complcat  it  until  thia 
.day.* 

With  great  Respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,,  Sir, 
.   *      Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIlFPLIN.*  ' 
Hoafble  Henry  Kuos,  Esq.,  Sec'y  at  War. 

♦  List  not  found.— See  Col.  JEleo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  224. 
Tot.  XL— 28 
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John  Mifflin  to  Prbs  Mxffun— Lands,  1789. 

Dear  Brother, 

The  Late  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  bj  act  paased  Nor'r  27, 
1789,  vere  divested  of  all  their  Bstntes,  fto.,  exeept  tiMir  prmie 
Bsfates,  '<  and  likewise  all  the  Lands  called  &  known  by  the  sane  of 
**  the  Proprietary  Tenths  or  Manors,  whioh  were  daly  surveyed  and 
"  returned  into  the  Land  Office  on  or  before  July  4,  1776." 

The  late  Proprietaries  of  Pennsa.,  directed  a  eertaiB  TVaot  ef 
Land  to  Northampton  Gonnty,  (now  called  the  Dry  Lands,)  to  be 
surveyed  and  appropriated  to  their  own  particnlar  Use.  This 
survey  and  return  is  not  now  to  be  fonnd. 

But  about  20  Or  80  years  ago,  the  Proprietaries  direeled  a  Ks> 
survey  of  the  said  appropriated  Tract  to  be  made;  which  was 
executed  by  James  Scull,  Deputy  Surveyor,  and  the  whole  Tract  was 
by  him  divided  into  separate  plantadons,  from  No.  1  to  195,  which 
must  have  been  lodged  in  the  Land  Office  before  July  4, 1776^ 
Because  John  Lukens  on  the  18th  Day  of  May,  1776,  did  ceriiQr 
and  return  into  the  Secretary's  Office,  (in  Pursuance  of  %  Warraat 
dated  April  80, 1776,)  one  of  the  above  mentioned  separate  Tracts, 
No.  50,  &c.  &c.  Some  of  the  Dry  Land  Tenants,  [at  the  Inrtiga*> 
tion  of  John  Nicholson,  Comptroller  General,  who  at  first  secretly, 
but  now  openly  avows  himself  their  agent,]  determined  to  contest 
ihe  Right  of  property  with  the  late  Proprietaries  aledgiog  that 
having  discovered  some  Inaccuracy  in  the  survey,  Re-survejand 
return  ;  that  therefore  the  Property  is  by  the  Act  of  1789,  vested 
in  the  State  of  whom  they  can  purchase  cheaper  then  they  can  of 
the  Messrs.  Penns,  and  adding  that  if  they  take  a  deed  from 
Messrs.  Penns,  they  shall  be  oalled  upon  hereafter,  by  the  State  to 
purchase  of  them,  and  therefore  be  obliged  to  purchase  twice. 
Against  some  of  these  Tenants,  Ejectments  have  been  brought^  be- 
cause it  was  known  that  their  objections  were  made  by  a  Determma- 
tion  not  to  purchase  of  the  proprietaries.  But  others  of  the  Tenants 
who  had  really  Scruples  (arising  from  the  Deceptions  put  on  them,) 
and  who  wished  to  pay  to  those  Persons  who  had  a  right  to  receive 
the  Purchase  Money,  have  not  been  sued ;  and  it  is  these  last  who 
have  signed  the  Memorial  to  Council  requesting  that  they  may  be 
informed  whether  the  State  has  any  Claim  to  the  Lands  in  question, 
and  declaring  their  Intention  of  purchasing  of  the  late  Proprietaries 
whenever  they  shall  be  assured  the  State  has  no  claim.  See  the 
Memorial — the  second  paragraph  of  which  States  'Uhat  Eject- 
<<  ments  have  been  brought  against  the  Tenants,  who  refuted  to 
''  comply  with  the  demand  or  the  Proprietary  Agent  to  pay  for 
their  Farms  ;*'  but  the  Memorialists  never  refuted ;  they  only  re- 
quired time  untill  they  should  be  informed  whether  the  State  had  any 
Claim.  And  those  ^rsons  against  whom  Ejectments  had  been  brought, 
do  not  even  pretend  that  tbey  have  any  right;  but  thej  alledge  the 
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State  has  a  li^ht  of  whom  they  wbb  to  parohaee.  Bot  the  Lanll 
Offioersi  Lalens  &  Ketxn&ij,  were  both  so  well  ootmtioed  that  ihip 
was  an  appropriated  Traot^  that  they  nerer  would  give  any 
encotiragement  to  any  applications  for  Land  within  "the  D^  Land* 
Tract. 

.  In  the  third  and  4th  Paragraphs  the  Memorialists  request  Oonnml 
will  have  an  enquiry  made  into  tha  Title  of  the  Lands^  and  if  it 
should  appear  that  the  State  has  no  Claim,  that  they  shall  then 
iihmediately  Purobaee  of  the  late  Proprietaries,  which  prerent  them 
being  burthened  with  sereral  Law  Suits.  And  will  Council  refuse 
this  inquiry,  and  oblige  the  Individuals  to  determine  by  Law  Suhv 
whether  the  Messrs.  ronns  or  the  State  entitled  to  the  Lands.  The 
Tenants  themselves  pretend  to  no  rishts ;  but  they  have  been  in- 
formed the  State  has  a  cliUm,  and  they  wish  to  know  if  that  in- 
formation is  true.  Will  Council  then  refuse  to  answer  them,  and 
compe]  them  to  suffer  Suits  at  Law  to  determine  the  Eigkt  of  the 
State  f  I  should  supposo  not — But  rather  that  Council  would  de- 
mand the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Jnstise  or  the  Judges  on  that  Point 
*^  If  the  Commonwealth  has  any  right  to  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
the  Tract  of  Land,  sailed  the  Dry  Land  in  NortbamptOD  Ooonty ; 
this  question  is  too  important  to  be  trusted  to  the  Attorney  CMieral^ 
and  is  therefore  most  proper  to  be  determined  by  the  Chief  Justice  or 
Judffes  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

I  have  wrote  this  in  much  haste,  and  without  the  neoesaary  paperSj 
which  Mr.  Butler  has  with  him  at  Kaston. 

We  shall  see  you  on  Wednesday  Evening. 
Affec.  Yours, 

JOHN  F.  MIFFLIN. 

IWr  6, 1789. 
Direetedj 

His  Sxcellenoy,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r. 


'RxpoKS  ON  ATTOEinnr's  Fsas,  1780. 

The  Committee  whom  Council  appointed  to  suirgcst  proper  sums 
as  adequate  compensation  to  be  given  William  Bradford  k  Jared 
Ingersol,  Esquires,  for  Defending  the  Cause  of  the  Commonwealth 
in  an  action  for  Depreciation  brought  against  the  same  by  his  Hoi^iw 
the  Chief  Justice.f    Beg  lisave  to  Report: 

That  from  the  Consequences  of  the  claim,  the  able  and  Judieious 
manner  in  which  those  Gentlemen  defended  the  State  from  payment; 
Induces  your  committee  to  suggest  for  Wm.  Bradford^  Esq.,  £30  O'O 
for  Jared  Ingersol,  Esq.,  £^b  0  0,  therefore 


«  See' Vol.  III.,  p.  678»  and  661  of  this, 
t  See  page  686. 
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tl5|.„«QC #0 ,0  O.iii  if^YQWt4)t pTved  Jiijprspl &ac ^25  0  Q*  bong 
expieooe  attenduig  aaid  Trjal  ohftrgeftble  on  the  State. 


WoRit  House  Galieni>ar,  16  Decembee,  1789. 


^o. 


iNi^mei. 


Wh^. 


OnoNiL 


1.  Jtf»rytr'OffJF?frK*m» 
4.  Blis.  MooiMy, 


'By  ivliom^Goain. 

Convicts. 

Qr.  Ses^on,s,      Jupe,  ?8^.   t)o.      Ume  expired. 
MayoVs  boart,        Do. '      RecV  stolen  goods. 
27  8ept*      Laroeay. 


Do. 


6.  dem  Armstrong, 
:  9.  1«BS  M^qmfy 
,  .7.  iM»t.DifM. 
.B.  •Bbps.Oi^WVt 

9.  £liz.  Card, 
10.  Thos.  Glen, 

vIl.'G«ot.'HenryA,flaaot  Aid.  H.  Baker,  1  Decern. 
12.  Jas.  Gonnely,  Aid.  fiwifl,         15  D«. 

18.  Sam.  Watts,  .Do/  J^. 


•Tilgnnta. 

Aid.  -Bedford, 

iDo., 
IVbe  Major, 

Do., 

Do., 

Do,, 


1  October.  8Qflp.  of  Lsroniy. 


6]|iy?eaii. 
$»\^^ 

25  Do. 
28  Do. 
80  Do. 


Do. 

,Dp- 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
iDo. 


Ampentioes  ^  Ind.  Senrants. 
14.  Job,  a  Negro,  The  Mayor.       6  Ootob.     B|Aiaif^f|o.W^ 

Slayes. 


15.  Ann  Atkins,  )^be  Ma^r^,        7  Deee^i. 

16.  Sam.  Johnson,  Negro    .fudge  Bryan,    13  Do. 


.AfciWnding. 
Claiming  to  be  a 
freeman. 


Detuned  to  work  for  their  fees. 


17.  Alex'r  GarA»er« 

18.  Pattr  Dalton, 
J9.,Reb.  W^lUce, 

'20.  ^ak.  Halfpenny, 


Do., 
Do., 
Do. 


28  OctPb. 
17Nove'r. 
.?0  Do. 
15  Decern. 


On  snspleion  of  being  a  runaway  slare, 
^21.  tsaao  Carney.  .Just.  Pollard.    14  Nov'r. 

A  Vagrant  omitted  abote. 
\2i.  M^rrts  Nagle.  AW.  p.  ?aker.  .18  NoyV.  Ifiisprderly. 

tBWia  NICOLA. 
♦  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  220. 
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Christian  Fmara  to  T^bmb.  Mutlin,  1789. 

Hib'  I^neHc]^  l!h0  Prtfiid^n^  it^  <lid  Hxmllk  t^upt^oi^'  llkeiJt^lSs^' 
.  CdtmmlL  '. 

GenUemen : 

Hurry  of  Basinefls,  from  the  first  lUoment  I  was  authoris'd  to  act  ai 
dMd  Trea^direr,  lis  the'  only  Apology  I  6aii  tuake^for  nt^  lia^ihg, 
^««  thir,  axMfeM'd  your  hon*ble  Bo«^<f.  I  KiKbW  it  a  Dtitjjr  iHomfi*' 
b«lit  on  me  for  toany  Reaedtfift  yeeterday  I  ^tiole  the  itttt  iMnr^^ 
ibomeiit  ptfraofialiyta  attend  ti>u';  Bdt,  to  ifay  fifol>tilloattbtf/Ctraiiel1t'' 
bad  adjobrik'd^  ft  I  hild  obly  ate  OpporVttnMy ^C  conV^filittif  irtlh  «" 
few  remainiDff  Members. 

A  fttt  Ooiffidtoeii  in  yd&t  i^otit^  Ckyodne^s'  «o#atdi  itief  klM^ 
a  Hope  that  yoa  will  pttHdiob  aa  appaveii«  Negleet,  ft  htHfi^e^  Aw  »' 
haa  DOt^ 'Mil  U0W9  been  io  my  Power  to  lay  b^^  yon  tde/oUoiripg 
State  of  Faots  relating  to  iJ^e  Office  I  l^aye  tke  ^tmoT  to  )iol4 

Wben  I  recei?'d  the  Qheet  of  the  Treasury  from  David  Bitten^, 
booaei  Eaqpr,,  it  eontaia'd  only  soma  old  oontineptal'  ana  othi^>afc> 
preeenti  iiMiesa  Mon^yi  and  a  few  poimds  ^lo%gi|^  to  .the>'  Sl»tA. 
Iiotteryi  aj^ropriated  to*  a  parti9alar  parpgeor  pf  wbiQb  1  hi^ye  veno 
dei'd'aa  Aeoo^nt  to  the  Renter  Oenerai.  ,  I  reoeW'd  .no  l^oniM^) 
on  a&y  otfa^  Fund.'  Dea^an^  fere  ioataatlj  n^ade qnni^i  I  hi^e.: 
endea¥oi»f'd  to  aoewer  th^m  as  &r  aa  I  ooidfdy  Butf  I  l«5?fr  UAd^; 
many  Di^calties  iv  the  Discharge  of  my  Duty,  wbieb  t  hope'  it  is- 
in  yo«tf  Power  to  remedy.  Vise. : 

lit: 

A  Nuflfter <f  WmrraiUi^ft^Otdefa  frpna  ihe diffmiaeD^itaieBis 
of  Qayemotenly  and  <m  differ^^ft  Fomda^  han^  biBea  india(*Hiliatol^ 
taltttt  and  paid  bv  Rovenue  Offioets^  without  attending  tq  tha  Fwid^i 
MM'bnmght  to  the  Tmaanry  in  Lien  of  Monnejir^ 

2nd. 

Noles  iMNd  br  David  BitteDUoaao^  Eaqr.y  bto  TVeaaaNi'^i  ftnr 
Interest^  etc.,  are  brought  &  pasa'd  in  the  aanb  Hamiev.:  .  > 

id.    . 

iVom  Ibbg  l^abttc^v  pAbliib  Creditors  have^  and  still  continuei 
uder  tariouii  pr^teno08|  (pdiliiottlarly  of  getting  the  aof  galled  ofw 
Loan  fizcfaang'd  by  the  Comptroller  General)  to  bring  their  Certifi^^; 
oates,  get  thcMi  eblerld  andf  Interest  indpra'4  00  them,  ap  if  paid, 
without  getting  or  giveing  Receipts.    The  Interest  on  those,  also,^ 
is^  ifi  many  Instances  recpir  *  •    .    — 

ft  the  Treasurer  con8traiQ^ 
Credit  of  the  Officer  who  1 
the  Honney. 
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4th. 
It  is  too  ooiDmoQ  a  TbiDg,  withoat  Knowledge,  Notice^  or  Entrj 
0/  the  Tseaaurer,  to  lodge  Wftrraota,  Orders  £  Oertificeatea  witk 
BeveDoe  Officers  in  order  to  secure  Priority  of  Payment,  and  many 
haTO  been  brought  to  me  from  distant  Parts. 

.  5th. 

,  This  Practice  of  Disoooot  has. beoome  so  g&aerajl,  that  Men,  and 
sojue  of  publick  Caracter,  will  watch  for  Persons  hringisg  Monnef 
tp  the  Treaavry,  either  come  with  them,  or  get  tbe  money  from  them^ 
opme  jto  the  Qffio^f  present  Warrants  oi  Ordeva  drawn  on  diffevsM 
l^unda^  demand  Payment  out  of  the  Monney  bcoBght,  or  take  ii 
away  again. 

.  I  havii  aUeady  bean  meaao'd  more  Uiaa  onoe  in  this  ManBor,  & 
in  Order  to  obtain  the  Ballafioe^  oblig'd  to  oomply. 

'  These,  and  many  other  Irregcrlaritys  with  which  I  am  yett  imae* 
quaintedi  have,  in  my  Oonception,  been  the  Cause  of  tbe  Misa-appH- 
mltions  so  generally  complained  of,  nor  will  it  ever  be  in  my  Pbwer 
ti  Keep;  the  Funds  separate  and  distinct,  or  apply  them  as  they 
ought-  to  be,  unless  those  fivills  are  remedied.  It's  true  a  great 
Deal  maybedonetoaocomodatej  Butt  tbe  Gonsequenees  of  carrying 
those  Aocomodalfons  too  far  is  severely  felt  In  all  OovemttentB, 
as  Ihr  as  my  Knowledge  extends,  the  Payment  of  the  civil  List  is  a 
pthnary  Object  of  the  Financier,  and  Funds  lor  that  pm-pose  first 

Cvided.  Puring  the  short  Period  I  have  been  !o  Office,  Neoeaaily 
I  Compelled  me  to  misapply  Monney  for  the  Support  of  Gorem- 
ment,  and  depend  on  the  precarious  Products  of  other  Funds  to 
replace  it. 

When  the  Omveatioii  rises,  I  shall,  trfth<yttt,  the  TnterfiKeiioe  of 

Sat  Ex^lenoy  ft  the  hon'ble  Boaid,  be  in  the  Same  disagreeable 
le&itta.  Permit  me,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  to  submit  the  fbie- 
going  most  respectfoUy  to  your  Consideration)  and  beg  that  mmk 
Order  may  be  taken  thereon  as  in  your  wisdom  shall  seem  meet 
Any  Directions  that  I  may  receive  in  Consequence  shall  bo  strictly 
fldfier'dta.  I  haive'  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  SentiliMit  of  Dity 
Gratitude,  Bespeot  &  fisteem, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 
and  most  humble  Serv't, 

OHEiSTIAN  EKBIOBB.* 
P:  S. — I  beg  Leave  to  aobotnpany  this  with  a  Sketch  of  the  D&- 
mands  now  on  the  Treasury,  and  to  suggest  the  Neeessity  of  Iha 
dtffiftifeAt  RevenQOvOffioers  being  eallM  on  to  briftg  in  Monney. 
Jndoriedp 

'  Read  in  Counoil  Deer*  19th,  1789.— Read  2nd  time  Deer.  21bI. 
&o  minutes  of  that  date  for  instructions.  / 

■  ♦  See  CoL  Kec,  VoL  XVt,  p.  287. 
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KiTiD  Kcmmnr  to  Pkba  HorKm^-iuiis^  1789. 

8'., 

Jonas  Hartze],  Esqr.,  hath  made  ApplieattOD  for  a  Wamnt  for 
90  A's  of  Land  joining  Land  of  Gko.  Gross,  John  Himler  and: 
Mathias  Witknight,  in  Nasareth  Township,  in  tbe  Gonntj  of  North- 
ampton, Certified  to  be  improved  in  May,  1749.  Mr.  HartaeU^  al> 
tbe  time  of  giving  in  the  AppHeation  informed  me  the  sd.  Land  was 
part  of  the  Lands  commonly  called  the  Dry  Lands,  which  are  elaimed 
by  Messrs.  Penns.  I  therefore  had  some  Doubts  as  to  the  propriety 
of  issuing  a  Warrant,  &  shall  be  muoh  obliged  in  having  the  Direotioa 
of  Council. 

I  am  yr.  Ezc'ys  most  obedient^  humble  Servt., 

DANIEL  KENNEDY.* 

1789,  Deer.  19th. 

Indorted^ 

Bead  in  Council  and  referred  to  Doctor  Oregg,  Mr.  Edie,  and 
Mr.  South.  Committee's  Beport — Read  in  Coonoil  January  2Ddj| 
1790,  and  adopted. 


BspoET  oir  roEEGOiNQ,  1789. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refier'd  the  letter  of  David  Kennedy, 
Eaq<.»  respeoting  an  application  for  a  Warrant  by  Jonas  Haxtze^ 
Esqr.,  of  Land  in  Northampton  County,  commonly  called  Dry  l4iads,'j; 
Seg  leave  to  Report, 

Thai  it  appears  to  your  committee  to  be  business  particuIarljEr 
bdloEging  to  the  Land  office,  &  that  any  direction  from  Council  ta 
Qie  Land  Officer  would,  in  their  opinion,  be  Improper. 


Ob^kbyations  01*  John  C.  Stbobbell,  on  the  Lowse  yaltj9^ 

OF  SOHUyLKILl.|   1789. 

Obsenrations  on  the  lowers  faUs  of  Schoylkill,  to  render  them 
aaore  easy  navigable. 

Finding  the  generality  of  rivers  on  this  side  of  the  Allegahny 
mountains,  to  form  in  the  greatest  part  of  their  course,  either  long 
bodies  of  dead  and  slow  fiawing  waters,  or  rifts  and  shoals,  and  very 
Irequently  rapids  and  falls,  which  render  thetn  more  difficult  for 
oMigation,  tlum  the  rivers  In  general  are  in  the  old  ooantrio%  the 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI..  p.  287. 
t  See  page  647,  and  Vol.  III.,  p.  686. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


652*  PMNSTLVANIA  i6tC6rO!8  1789^ 

greater  pait  of  tliMb  ionriiig  with  %  gentfe  0W9$miV)iIk«-  oaf  great 
western  rivers,  it  is  not  to  expected  that  the  eomoion  mode  of  nsTi* 
gation  oan  be  advantageously  applyed  to  those  rivers,  witfaoat  thft 
endrtaeve  ttrpenee  of  a  moltitiide  oi  looks,  as  s^me  parts^  for  a  dis- 
(Moe  of  mileSi  are  of  such  slow  motion,  that  one  horse  or  mnle,  or 
two  men,  woald  be  sufficient  to  draw  a  boat  laden  wilh  25  w  30 
%)D^  and  other  parts  ran,  so  rapid^  for  short  spaees,  that  10  horses 
at  80  met  would  be  insufficient  to  advance  the  same  burden  against 
tfae  eutrent.  It  has  therefore  been  thought  necessary  in  attempting 
tg  carry  a  load  against  the  stream  of  these  eastern  rivers,  to  apply 
a  macllin^,  by  the,  help  of  which  the  moment  of  power  may  be  in- 
creased, according  to  the  opposition  that  is  to  be  overcome,  withoot 
having  need  to  ineve^e  the  indepsity  of  the  p^wer.  ,  This  machine 
is  humbly  proposed  to  be  two  water  wheels,  &  two  boat  wheels,  con- 
nected by  oDo  common  axi?,  round  which  a  rope  ia  to  wind,  that  is 
to  be  fastened  above  the  falls.     To  pass  these  rapids,  with  the  com- 

Slete  machine,  without  manual  labour,  it  is  necessary,  that  tlie  com- 
ion  passage  for  boats  should  be  5  or  6  feet  wider,  than  wonld  be 
lequired  without  the  water  wheeb.  But  where  this  space  cainnot  be 
acquired  without  great  expences,  a  common  narrow  passage  will 
serve,  but  then  the  water  wheels  are  to  be  taken  off  from  the  axle, 
and  the  men  have  to  turn  the  inner  boat  wheel,  and  so  advanee  a 
loaden  boat  against  the  falls,  without  requiring  agreater  number  of 
hands  than  are  at  present  employed  in  navigatiog  an  empty  boat 
against  the  current. 

Tfae  lowermost  or  what  is  called  the  great  falls  of  Sehujlkillj 
present  an  instance  of  these  two  modes,  to  iscend  with  Or  withool 
the  water  wheels. 

The  present  open  and  common  passage,  through  which'  boats  anJ 
rafts  descend,  gives  sufficient  room  for  the  water  wheels  to  work  and 
icfvance  a  boat,'when  the  river  is  not  too  high.  But  in  this  prsaent 
season,  there  is  on  some  places  not  15  inches  depth  of  water,  aad  in 
other  places  a  few  large  stones  and  some  projecting  rocks  obetmct 
the  passage,  these  rocks  may  be  easily  lowered,  and  the  large  stones 
removed,  out  ^  sufficient  depth  of  water  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
fhlls,  is  only  to  be  obtaiihed,  oy  contracting  that  part  which  is  nearly 
three  times  wider,  than  what  is  necessary  for  the  passage  of  a  wheel- 
boat  or  a  raft.  The  best  mode  of  contracting  or  deepening  thia  part 
firould  Be,  bjr  laying  a  quantity  of  stones  where  the  oonraO  of  iba 
water  is  to  be  obstructed,  these  stones  should  be  shaped  like  a  wedgi^ 
of  the  thickness  from  9  to  15  inches  on  the  thickest  part,  laying  the 
edge  part  flat  against  the  current,  no  swell  of  water  would  move  thena 
in  this  state,  and  in  time  of  freshea,  ice,  logs  and  treea  would  alida 
over  them  without  obstruetion.  There  are  also  in  this  paasaga  Um 
aloping  rooks^  over  which  the  water  rushes  so  rapid,  aa  to  diainiwh 
its  depth  too  much  in  a  (jlry  season,  and  to  form  too  high  f^aves  in 
time  of  a  fresh ;  th^se,  inoonvenienci6s  might  be  greatly  remedied 
by  laying  some  large  stones  of  the  same  shape,  as  described  abovv. 
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imniediAtelj  bebind  the  doping  rooks,  ibis  would  prevent  tbo 
rapidftj  of  the  water,  and  remove  that  ooncavity  that  forma  the 
wave.  To  lay  these  toiangalar  stoDes  firm,  and  to  form  them  to  be 
immoveable  bv  the  earrent,  one  or  two  men  that  are  expert  in  cut- 
ting atone  with  the  pickhammer,  shoald  be  emploved,  to  give  them 
their  proper  shape.  There  is  also  to  be  oonsidered,  in  what  time  of 
tide  tnis  passage  shall  be  navigable  in  the  dry  seasons,  for  if  it  shall 
only  be  navigated  at  the  time  of  hiffh  water,  much  less  work  will  he 
necessary,  than  if  it  should  be  ma&  navigable  at  any  time  of  the 
day. 

The  narrow  channel  through  which  the  boats  ascend  in  time  of 
freshes,  is  cut  between  large  rocks,  and  is  at  present  in  some  parts 
too  narrow,  at  others  too  rapid,  and  at  the  upper  part  too  shallow  for 
navigation  These  impediments  might  be  removed  in  deepening  its 
bed  at  the  head,  which  for  the  length  of  near  two  hundrea  feet,  ap- 
pears to  be  obstructed  mostly  by  loose  stones,  the  parts  which  are  too 
narrow,  misht  be  widened  with  very  few  blasts  of  gunpowder,  but 
to  prevent  its  sudden  descent  and  rapidity  below  the  narrows,  there 
its  oed  should  be  raised  with  large  flat  stones,  which  are  very  near 
at  hand,  and  thus  the  gradual  descend  of  the  water  might  be  exten- 
ded, from  the  head  to  the  tail  of  that  channel,  for  the  length  of  near 
650  feet.  To  prevent  the  both  channels  fr6m  intruding  upon  each 
other,  the  stone  wall,  which  separates  them  at  present,  should  be 
more  close,  higher  and  covered  with  large  flat  stones. 

Here  is  to  be  observed,  that  according  to  the  hydrostatic  laws,  a 
earrent,  such  as  the  lower  falls  of  Schuylkill,  running  down  an  in- 
clined plane  of  5  feet  high  and  800  or  400  feet  long,  when  shallow, 
80  as  not  to  be  above  2  or  3  feet  deep,  having  a  rough  bottom,  will 
not  move  with  the  force  and  rapiditv,  which  it  would  have,  if  it 
would  move  over  a  smooth  inclined  plane  of  the  same  heiffhth  and 
length ;  for  as  the  lower  water  at  the  bottom  is  retarded  by  the 
roQghnesses  in  its  channel,  and  that  communicates  with  the  water 
immediately  above  it  at  the  surface,  their  both  velocitiea  come  near 
to  an  equality.  But  when  the  surface  is  raised  by  a  fresh,  so  as  to 
be  5  or  more  feet  above  the  bottom,  then  the  water  at  the  surface 
and  that  at  the  bottom  do  not  intermix  so  often,  and  the  surface^ 
will  run  with  near  the  same  force  and  rapidity  as  if  it  fell  immedi- 
ately from  a  5  feet  perpendicular  heiehtT  This  case  will  render  the 
channel  impassable  for  a  loaden  whed  boat,  for  it  would  require  too 
thick  a  rope  to  hold  it,  it  would  be  in  danger  of  filling  during  ita 
dow  passage  through  the  waves,  or  its  head  might  be  burried  under 
water. 

In  this  state  of  the  broad  channel,  the  narrow  channel  should  be 
passable.  This  might  best  be  effiected  by  leaving  its  bed  from  10  to 
20  inches  higher,  than  the  bed  of  the  broad  channel,  this  mfty  save 
the  expences  of  deepening  it,  and  will  give  it  less  rapiditv  in  time  of 
fishes,  this  channel  will  have  several  angles,  which  will  break  its 
velocity,  likewise,  it  may  be  left  rough  at  the  bottom,  which  wilY 

28* 
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also  diminisli  the  force  of  iis  oorrect^  but  tbe.  priDciptl  preyojitioQ 
from  becoming  too  r»pid,  is  the  state  ojf  two  Urg^  xod^s,  )»etw€en 
Tfhich  tbe  water  has  to  pass  at  the  hea(|  of  this  chapDoI,  these  two 
rooks  renderiDg  the  passage  narrow,  will  apmit  po  more  )^ater  than  I 
nhat  may  be  navigated  with  a  loadca  boat^  by  help  of  the  half  of  I 
tde  machine.  .         .    ;  I 

In  the  execution  of  this  plan,  it  would  be  most  advantageous,  io 
have  at  tho  beginning  but  ver^  few  persons  employed  and  to  subject        | 
them  under  the  immediate  inspection  and  direction  of  a  sdpervisori         i 
who  should  not  only  be  acquainted  with  the  mechanic  and  hydroetatic        I 
laws,  but  he  should  also   have  a  practical  knowledge  of  q^uarrying         < 
stones,  he  should  be  acquainted  witbl  the  different  nature  of  tbc 
various  kinds  of  stones,  that  he  might  be  actually  directing  nod 
showing  to  manage  and  break  them  jbq  the  best  advaDtage.     When 
ije  finds  one  hand  or  another  to  be  docile^  and  able  to  do  his  work 
without  the  constant  presence  of  the  director,  he  may  give  such  a 
man  two  or  three  hands  to  help,  and  be  directect  again  by  him,  and  in 
this  manner,  the  number  of  hands  may  be  gradually  increased,  ac- 
cording  to  the  quantity  of  work  that  is  to  be  done  in  a  certain  space 
of  time. 

To  reserve  a  choice  for  tho  most  capable  and  most,  ingenious  su- 
pervisor, none  whose  skill  is  tp  be  tfyed,  should  be  appointed  for  any 
certain  time,  nor  have  a  certain  salary  affixed  fdr  hips,  out  aooording 
to  his  meritSi  which  will  show  itself  from  time  to  time  sh6ald  be  re- 
l^arded  and  continued. 

This  is  the  humble  opihioti  of 


Alex'r  Hamilton,  8b:o.  faiEAs'r,  xb  PfeKS.  MiFFiitr,  1789. 

Treasury  Department^  Slst  Deo'r,  1789. 
Sir, 

.  I  have  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  this  28th  instant,  inclosini^  one 
ifi  you  fromi  the  Comptroller  General  of  your  State.  I  pan  only 
regret,  that  my  delay  has  accrued,  and  take  it  fo^  granted,  that  the 
business  will  receive  all  the  dispatch  whicli  inay  be  practicable.  , 

I  shall  be  sorry  if  any  inconv^nieucia  results  to   the   publip 
Creditors  of  your  state  from  the  eessatlon  of  the^  payment  of  ladeata 

rithin  the  State ;  but  I  considered  tn^self  as  goiug  very  far  when 
determined  to  continue  siioh  a  number,  of  officers  at  the  publio 
fx pence,  perhaps  in  strictness,  without  authority,  for  the  sole  pur* 
pose  of  paying  indents^  even  to  the  etid  of  the  present  year, 
•specially,  as  so  much  time  bad  elapsed,  during  which  the  Creaitora 
might  have  availed  themselves  df  the  provision.     I  will  only  add, 
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that  the  ex^fimni^  of  old  cerUfaa^i  lu^^new  ob^  ai|d  frying  of 
IndeDts  at  the  Ti^asurj  wHl  go  on  as  heretofore^ 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  .  • ) 

With  gimatT^spoet^Sir^   .  - 

jioinr  ooeiL  kUe.  Servi, .  •     '     r 

A.  HAMILTON^  * 

aM>4ftUTff(f».^   . 

Hi0  B^ttell^noy,  I^Imi.  Miffing  Bsfj  -  i 


John  KioHoiioNi  &.  O. — On  l^uttdHAss  oir  ^&BLm,i7i6.      f 

.  In  rprauance  of  an  aoreement  between  ihe  tJnited  ^taiea  ci  tna 
Stat^  ef  Pennsylvania  for  tjie  l^raci  of  Land  contused  in  iBot 
interval  between  a  Meridian  liine  run  between  liate  Erie  «na  ibc^ 

?tate  of  Pennsjlvania,^  and,  the  Bodndaries  of  iae  States'  of  li'ew 
oik  and  Massachusetts^  at  the  rate  of  three-fourths  of  a  Dollar' 
Sir  Ajcre?  payable  in  Gold  or  Silver^  or  in  public^  securi^ea^of  {he 
nttei  States,  bearing  Interest  when  Ihe  quantitj  is  ^oertained  W 
aetual  Survey.  In  the  manner  presoribed  by  a  Besddtion  of' 
OonffresS  of  the  7th  o^  June,  1788.  An  Aot  of  the  Legislatvre,' 
6t  I^nns'a  passed  the  fot  CompleAting  the  said  piirohmi  oow^ 

that  the  Survey  hath  been  so  pade  and  returned,  and  in  vlrtud  of 
authority  from  his  excelkney  Thd  (Sbvefuor  of  F^dnsy'a  to  me  to 
state  and  adjust  the  koe(ftitit  el  t&e  Sttni  to  IM  paid  by  the  State  aa 
aforesaid. 

I  state  the  Aooount  Following,  vis., 

1^  Commonwealth  o/JPenn'a  To  the  United  iSfikf#»     '     iDfl. 

For  the  purchase  money  of  the  Territory  &  Tract  of  Land  &otod«A 
iT^  foltows)  i4*.,  en  tife  S(mth  by  a  Line  ktelj  rdt  fvr  the  Hbrtbdm 
boundary  of  Pennsy'a  agreeable  to  Origimd  Cbkrleiv  M  Ito  Wesb 
and  North  bj  Lake  Brie,  and  on  the  East  by  a  line  which  divides 
the  said  territory  from  the  State  of  New  York,  of  which  Tract  a 
survey  and  Return  hath  been  made  and  returned  into  the  offioe  of 
tl|»  8ec.ietai«j  of  the  Tvea^ury  aeeoidiBg  to  ]^^pt|ou  of  CJongvaps^ 
whereby  the  same  is  found  to  contain  202,187  acres,  which  at  jths 
of  A  SoU'r  per  Aeie  payable  aocQnIing  ip  the  tema.of  the  C^fHrae* 
i|a  GertiSettea  ef  the  Debt  of  the  United  St«tet  bearing.aii  Anwal 

Inlenst  ef  3  fejr  Centam  is  ^  -  4  • lU^^  DoU^n,  \ 

Signedy  /  ...•'/ 

JirO.  NI0BOL8ON;  -^ 

♦  Bt*  Col,  Rka,,  Vol.  JCTI.,  t>.  244. 
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BOBIRI?  OiXB^AfTH  TO  COUKOEL— ROAD,  1T90. 

Gentlemen, 

Agreeably  to  a  Contract  made  witb  yonr  Hoh'ble  Board  in  Sept 
1780, 1  bave  proceeded  to  open  the  RcHid  from  Frankstown  in  Han- 
tingdon  Oounty  to  tbe  MiJtath  of  Blaek  Lick  in  Weatmoreland  Gonntj 
&  Laving  eoupletted  the  Same  as  will  appear  by  the  Inoloeed  Ger- 
tifioatea,  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  a  performance  of  the  Contnot. 
I  also  beg  leave  to  inform  yovff  Hon'ble  Boaid  that  at  tbe  tioM  I 
undertook  this  Business  it  was  with  a  full  conviction  that  the  dia- 
tanee  was  no  more  than  forty  three  miles  agreeably  to  the  Dranght 
made  by  the  Com'rs.  appointed  to  lay  out  the  Road.  Whereas  the  real 
DiatanoQ. measured  after  Complecting  the  Buainess  rthe  Chain  oarners 
being  previously  Sworn)  is  fifty  four  Miles,  &the  Com'rs  in  Survey- 
ing the  Road  after  Running  Several  different  courses  laid  down  the 
t^niugbt  in  a  straight  line  from  the  fir^t  to  the  last  which  will  appear 
by  a  oopv  of  the  field  notes  obtained  fjr6m  Mr.  Harris  one  of  the  said 
Com'r^  &  herewith  transmitted,  I  was  consequently  Obliged  at  a  eon- 
stderable  ezpence  to  do  what  they  bave  already  been  paid  far  in 
addition  to  the  expence  of  Clearing  the  Road  eleven  Mite  further 
^lan  I  had  liny  Idea  of  when  1  made  the  Contract,  Confident  of  the 
justice  of  your  Hon'blc  Board.  I  appeal  to  it  On  this  Occasion,  Should 
9Cny  further  Information  on  the  Subject  be  deemed  necessary  I  will 
be  happy  in  laying  it  before  you  or  any  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose. 
'  J  *  ,    .         X  have  tbe  Honor  to  be  your 

£x46UeD«^  &  Oou^eirs  most 

Obedient  &  Humble  Servant 

ROBERT  GALBRAITH.* 
Swij.  4th,,iTM. 

t  BitfJBtoaHeaej  the  President  &  the  Sapreoe  Szeoative  of  tha 
OMmbontreakb  of  Peanaylvania. 


Vrsvb  Kbnis  or  Road  ihom  Fihankstown  w  CommA<m,  178T. 

field  botes  of  a  road  laid  out  firom  Frankstown  toihe  river  Coneuaeh 
^  August  1787.  Beginntng  at  u  Buttonwood  on  the  Branoh  of 
Juniatta  near  Dan.  Titu^  thencerS.  ^7  W.  108  to  a  W.  A.,  ft  88 
W.  110 ;  S.  76  J  W.  707  to  a  W.  A^  a  82  W.  136 ;  N.  77  W.  206 
8.  P.  A.,  thenca  up  new  Bhirs  run  t^.  65,  W.  68  -,  west  22,  N.  60, 
W.  ,642,  N^  80,  W.  180,  N.  30,  W.  320  to  a  Beech,  N.  70,  W  210, 

«  S66,C«1.  |l«f^  Vol.  XVL,.p.  262,  2^% 
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N.  50,  W.  60,  8.  82,  W.  100,  N.  50,  W.  180,  N.  28,  W.  40  to  • 
Beech  on  the  top  of  Alleganj  Mountain,  N.  77,  W.  44,  8.  74,  W.' 
140,  N.  45,  W.  60  to  a  branch  of  Clearfield,  150  [f]  to  an  Aah,  S.  87, 
W.  140,  8.  80,  W.  290  to  a  Beech  at  fiobinsons  impToyemeirt,  west 
20,  TN.  60^  W;  80,  H,  50,  W.  106,  N.  74,  W.  260  to  a  8ngar  tree] 
the  \M  foar  Ifa^s  to  be  straighted,  the  bearing  ft  BUi.  is  N.  70,  W*- 
512,  to  a  Sugar  tree  west  40  [N.  70  W.  80,  8.  82,  W.  120]  the  two 
laat  oonrsea  to  be  made  one  8. 88,  W.  86  to  a  Beech  (say  8. 58,  W.)  N. 
58,  W.  62  a  8pmce,  8.  82,  W.  96  a  Sugar  tree.  South  120  a  Beech,  8. 
88,  W.  90, 8. 25,  W.  40  to  a  Majple,  ST 10,  W.  114  Beech,  South  28, 
8.  20,  W.  114, 8.  52,  W.  86  to  an  Ash.  N.  25,  W.  40  to  a  Beech  OTcr 
the  nortbllraiiehof  4;onemioh  above  uie  Qreal  Bll-Lick,  8.  66,  W. 
42  Oheny  tree,  N.  85,  W.  140  Beech,  8.  75,  W.  14^40  a  mM 
branch  of  Connemaoh  running  SontVwd  620  to  a  Ob%  W.  550^ 
Sugartree,  N.  65,  W.  160  to  another  small  branch  of  Gonnemaob, 
960  to  a  Beeoh  [N.  45,  W.  628,  8.  55,  W.  160  to  a]  Red  A.,  the 
lasl  two  courses  to  be  made  one  tis.-^N.  68),  W.  675  to  a  Itea  A., 
west  200  to  a  small  branch  of  Gonnemach,  600  to  n  W.  A.  on  the* 
top  of  Laurel  Hill,  [8.  55  W.  230,  South  154,]  these  twioto  be  one, 
all  Hi  ■  "       '        "  -   - 


call  H  9.  84,  W.  840,  there  appears  to  be  a  long  Course  omitted,  8. 
48,  W.  160  to  a  P.  A.,  N.  75,  W.  40  to  a  Maple  N.  59,  W.  224 
W.  A.,  N.  82,  W.  30  to  a  Chesnut,  N.  63,  W.  191  to  a  W.  A.,  the 
ksi  ooorse  is  not  narked  from  the  Cheetnut  to  the  W.  A.^  &  81,  W. 
286  to  a  B.  A.,  N.  60,  W.  156  to  a  a  P.  A.  [N.  80,  W.  84,  N.  23^ 
W.  16]  these  two  make  one  \ia.  N.  72,  W.  94,  N.  11,  W.  32,  W.  A- 
N.  50  W,  60,  N.  85,  W.  132  to  a  W.  A.  [N.  78,  W.  164,  N.  17, 
K.  28,  to  a  W.  A.]  N.  64,  W.  164,  make  the  last  two  oneTN.  65,. 
W.  66,  8.  61,  W.  122,  N.  79,  W  116,  S.  86,  W.  150  over  a  small 
braneb  of  B.  L.,  S.  70,  W.  92  to  a  Ch't]  make  the  last  five  bourse^ 
8.  84,  W.  520,  one  west  62  to  a  Ch't  [N.  80,  W.  132,  8.  81,  W.  80, 
8.  67,  W.  146,}the  last  three  to  be  made  one,  N.  83  W.  370,  N. 
80,  W.  118  to  a  B.  A.  8.  70,  W.  98,  N.  72,  W.  300,  8.  85.  W.  280 
8.  85,  W.  46,  8.  75,  W.  92  to  a  B.  A.,  8.  88,  W.  844  to  a  Ch.  A. 
8.  82,  W:  168  to  a  W.  A.,  8.  72,  W.  223  there  is  several  AoH 
Courses  omitted  here  to  a  W.  A.,  S.  58,  W.  80  to  a  W.  A.  at  the 
round  top  N.  68,  W.  308  to  a  W.  A.  in  Stewarts  field  the  last  line 
net  mmrked  in  the  woods,  N.  75,  W.  160  to  a  Walnut,  8:  77,  W.'44 
to  a  P.  A.,  N.  71,  W.  80  W.  A^S.  80,  W.  228  B.  A.,  8.  66,  W. 
260  B.  A.,  N.  78,  W.  248  to  a  W.  A.  on  the  Bank  of  Connemach; 
about  40  perches  above  the  mouth  of  Black  Lick. 


Certiipicate  No,  1. 

We  do  Certify  that  we  have  travelled  the  new  Road  Opened  by 
Eobert  Galbraith  from  Prankstown  Over  Allegany  Mountain  &  fonnd 
it  well  finished  both  as  to  digging  &  Bridging,  ft  wnir  in  GoBipettj 
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wiMi  » Jf>>JKOQ  wly^  pnMpd  the  montaiii  Vit]f(  «•  &  feoad  ii.6^i0i- 
oqiky^  iBmt  seemed  to  go  over  with  eaaa*  WitMM  Oar  Bi&di  this 
Mth,  B«7  of  Noyoniber  1789. 

JKMBS  KABB. 

DANIBL  nf  US. 


Mo.  2. 

.  i  i)a  Oerfify  TkM  I  hsTe  frFftvelled  the  View  Boftd  «p6i|6d  Bj 
Bk)hiirt:Gi4hiitth,  Baq.^  from  Fn^Btown  iff  Qononmagh^  aad  foud. 
il  ait^d|#ntly  opeiiedy  iii4  fowd  the  Diging  »9^  Bn4§>iig  Completdf 
fiidth«4  wbiire  it  WM  M^^y  and  I^ikenrUo  Brov0  Mf  Waggop  with 
QpWi^rds  #f  7w«Dt7  H«Ddy6d  OTer  tbe.Akganj  MoQutiiov  with  Bam 
^or  Pi4 1  fiqd  Miy  diflimhy  inaoy  ParU  of  the  ftotd  8o  &r  m  I 
bad  omiqn  To  travet  it  Wilnm  My  Hand  thia  Thir^eth  Bay 
Qflfov0mb«rl789. 

MIC'L  Al'feJtjtBE. 

tTo.  6. 

1 1^6  beredy  Certify  ibat  I  have  tratt^led  the  New  Hoiia  optari 
h^  B.qbM  Qiilhreath^  Bsqf.,  frotn  Cbiiani0gh  16  Franks  l'(hni  tod 
hi9  tdnud  it  6om6iefit}y  opeiied  digg'd  and  Brid^d  so  that  hoMs  ft 
Yfigbits  WV  P&198  and  rdinfss,-  to^  wijgou  I  bilve  seeti  that  had  eame 
thin  frktlkittiifii  lo  the  West  side  of  Lanrel  Bill  aiid,  heaM  ilo  Oom- 
J>khiti^:    Qiviiti  imder  07  hahd  this  &hi  day  b^  Dee4niUr  It^ 

JOSBJPH  Sl'CAETKBr. 


06mPT&6iJiE&  GENEiELAL  TO  PkSSlbENT  MlFWU^f  1790. 

Cobptr.  Geuls.  Office^  Jany.  7th,  1790. 
Sir,  ,.    .  ^'     •'  . 

I  waa  honored  with  the  perusal  of  the  letter  of  the  Sliit  hit,  nd- 


dreseecl  to^our  tlzeejleDcy  oy  the  Honorable  ih6  Steoi^lk^  <n  the 
Treasury  of  the  tTnjted  States. 

As  that  part  which  relates  to  (he  issne  of*  Indeiitis  for  intei^  ofi 
certified  debts  of  the  United  Stat^  nntill  the  end  of  the  year  1787, 
affects  the  interest  of  this  State  and  the  Gitiiens  thereof  very 
materhilly,  I  beg  leave  to  adibess  your  Excellency  and  the  Honhle, 
the  Ezecative  Connoil,  on  the  subject. 

'.  ForaV  ^th  respec^t  ^o.M^  eacpedtentif  of  the  measniie  of  eontiovl^g 
^  V^J  ipte^est  in  the  scTeral  States,  the  Secretary  appeals  firom  hi» 

SU«x  not  t^  be  acquainted  with  the  real  situation  of  this  Slate  ^d 
e  public  Creditors  therein.     Under  an  Act  passed  in  March,  1786, 
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tlie  pj^lliQ  C^ditox9  divested  thexpselYeflj  of  ibtir  Cettjfi<{ftteB)jHid: 
aelivierea  tkem  on  Unin  to  (hit  8ta(^  iiking  ^o  paper  of  tbU  O^Hl«t. 
moDwealtb  in  li^u  thereof.  A«  soon  as  thia  State  oould  (and  if  the; 
bistorj  ot  thia  bnsin^  is  looked  back  npoujit  will  be  found  ibatr 
impediinenta.  irese  thrown  in  the  waj  thereof  by  tbe  Board  of 
Treasury  under  the  former  government  of  the  United  Static)  I  aaji 
as  sQpn  as  the  Loan  Officer  wonH  commence  tbe  payniept  of  Jbdentif! 
for  ihe  Stato^  I  furnished  him  with  Certificates  uppp  which  we  '?ei#: 
entitled  to  receive  interest,  and  ever  since  l^ve  contin^e^  fro|n  tSm^. 
to  Ud^  to  keep  some  in  his.  hands  for  tbat  porpqsai  and  fit  jpifmf^l 
he  bath  a  opnsiderahle.niimiier  yet  nnfinished|  a^ibo'  ther^mterest  j^eli 
remains  unpaid  upon  such  a  quantity  of  wb^t  are  in  my  poSDeBsiop^i 
aa  I  believe  would  occupy  Eighteen  months  or  two  years  of  an  Offi- 
cer with  one  or  two  Clerks  busily  employed  therein  alone  tor  that 
period  of  timC;  therefore  no  delay  or  IndifieMice  bafh  happened  on 
Uie  part  of  the  State.  And  en  the  part;  of  the  public  Creditors,  it 
was  not  untill  Manht  1^  -that  their  Certificates  could  by  law  be 
returned  to  them^  and  when  thai  Act  passed  tbey  were  yet  entitled 
to  receive  more  interesi  ^ix>m  the  States  upon  die  State  CertiSfwIjes 
they  held,  and  this  operated  aa  a  powerful  motive  With  them  to  re* 
tain  them  untill  they  had  obtained  from  the  State  all  tbi^'  tBey 
could,  9o  thait  it  ^  fl<lt  untill  ihe  elosi  <yf  Oetob^^  or  f be  m^h 
of  November,  that  the  individuals  pressed  to  exchange  and  take 
back  their  Certificates  of  the  JJnited  States ;  since  that,  whenever 
Mr.  Smith  has  had  Indents,  they  have  not  omitted  to  avail  them- 
selves  of  the  provision.  If,  as  tbey  come  to  settle  with  me.  they. 
oimot  AniW  the  hAM^k  froiA  tlie  ttfited  8(at^,  ibe  greater  patt. 
of  original  Creditors,  especially  from  the  Country,  will  be  unable  to 
raise  money  or  possess  themselves  of  them  at  all.  It  is  in  vain  to 
say  they  inAy  l&v6  tbeiA  at  New  Yo^k,  the  cfkpenoes  of  a  Joumej 
for  them,  with  tbe  loss  of  time,,  woyld  amount  to  more^  in  miA^' 
<)ases^  iha'n  (fad  talue  of  the  whole  of  the  intekM. 

If  tbe^B  ^ttvatYUfmi  Ate  tfne,  ft  Will  bis  imtxjlitic  iii  file  temAi- 
ture  of  the  tJbidn  to  abolish  the'Loan  Office  m  thM  Stkte,  At  leadt 
inr  BOtne  length  of  time  to  come.  The  busioesft,  if  it  is  to  be  ddne 
it  ell,  will  occupy  tbe  satne  length  of  time  in  one  plaice  ks  kubtber, 
Md  tbe  most  coriv^nient  to  the  State  6r  to  tbe  people  shotllld  cer- 
tainly be  preferred. 

In  the  next  place,  I  should  conceive  that  according  to  thtr 
distribution  of  tbe  pewers  of  the  Ofnaral-.Qoviemment,  it  ia 
out  of  the  province  of  the  HfM^ive  of  the  Union,  or  any  branck 
thereof^  to  continue  or  aholidi  offices  at  pleasure.  The  Seeretary 
seems  to  think  the  Loan  Officers  have  been  continued  by  him,  but 
I  think  thev  have  owed  their  Continuance  as  well  as  tbe  Commis^ 
•ionen  of  tbe  General  Board  of  Acoounta,  and  other  officers  of  the 
United  States  in  virtue  of  their  former  appoinjtmen|s  under  the  late 
Congress*  The  Loan  CMSeers  continued  and  aeled  under  (he  present 
form  of  general  government  before  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury 
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WIS  appointed  ]  aod  T  think  it  ib  a  principle  agreed  to  genera%  and 
r^eognited  by  the  General  Legislatnrei  that  the  Acts  and  if  the 
otiler  aote,  the  appointments  of  the  late  Oongrese  are  in  foroe  under 
the  present  Gk>Temment  of  the  United  States  nntill  altered  by  those 
t6  whom  branch  it  belongs  in  the  distribution  of  the  powers  by  the 
Constitution  thereof.  Nothing  but  the  troth  of  dits  position  and 
the  ezeroise  of  it,  would  justify  the  emitting  a  paper  medium  on  the 
Adth  of  the  United  States^  and  paying  the  interest  on  the  debts  of 
the  Union;  whioh  acts  of  sovereignty  must  also  be  attributed  to  the 
Seoretary,  if  the  Loan  Officers  by  whom  the  Indents  have  been 
iseaed  and  the  interest  paid  out  under  his  authority  only.  If  one 
p^art  of  the  Ordinance  of  Congress  ceases  to  have  operation  under  the 
present  Ckuvemmenty  so  will  another. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  high  respect  Sir, 

jonr  most  obed., 

very  humble  servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON.^ 
January  6th,  1790. 

I^ia  EzooUency,  Thomas  Miffiin,  Esqr.,  President  in  Covaoil. 


D.  Brodhxai),  S.  G.,  to  P&es.  Miitlin— Diath  of  Gshii.  Pottb, 

1790. 

Surveyor  Gen'ls  Office,  Jany.  11th,  1789.t 
Sin 

The  District  No.  6  in  the  New  Purchase  is  beoome  vae't  by  the 
demise  of  Gen'l  Potter,  and  Mr.  Bobert  Oalbraith  has  been  recom- 
mended to  me  as  a  suitable  person  to  do  the  surveying  in  it. 

It  18  necessary  that  a  Deputy  should  now  be  appointed  to  whooi 
persons  having  rights  therein  may  apply  (and  no  applioation  baring 
been  made  bf  any  of  the  dccedanis  family)  I  take  the  liberty  to 
recommend  Mr.  G^albraith  to  the  Honorable  the  supreme  Exeoative 
QoonoiL 

I  am,  Sir,  with  perfect  respeot, 

your  obed.  Serv't, 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD  &  0. 
DxrecUdy 
His  Excellenoj  the  Prc)iident  in  Council. 

«  S«e  Col.  Ittc,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  262-8. 

t  Should  be  179a~^ee  Ool.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  266,  268. 
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T.  MgKeait  JbTD  QtO.  LATiMite  Tt)  Pkxs.  thtjrvtSy  1790. 

FhaMkiphb  January  IStb^  1790. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Janiet  PoUter,  aon  of  Ckasral  Pditer  deoeksedi  rfppli^s  to  jour 
BxJiB»)]tMy  and  OmwcII  for  the  ai^intmieiil  of  Depntj  Scbrrejbr  of 
tile  distritoi  in  the  aaw  ptnohate,  whielr  waa  hold  by  hSa  faihor.  .  An 
this  yoQDg  O-eatlemoii  eteonUd  noai  of  ihe  buaitiMi  in  hii  hikei^d 
lifctim€^  and  kuoWa  the  leTenl  tvaots  whioh  havo  beeir  stinrayiBd,  we 
bMibly  ooDoe&vo  it  would  be  for  the  poblio  adtaotage  ihowld  be  Mr 
appoiQfeed  to  tfiis  office;  all  interfering  aurveya  might  fiidreby  be 
preveattod,  and  ef  ogorse  laaoy  oontrbvenuea  aaoig  the  p^jple  having 
nAiTiafaita  tbere  aroided,' 

We  bes  leave,  Sir,  to  reoonmeud  Mr.  jPottfer.a#  a;  person  well 
qualified  tor  the  station  he  solioits.  .  He  wrote  to  us  on  this  subject 
on  the  10th  of  last  month,  but'  by  some  unaccountable  delay  his 
leUOffB  Aii  not  eoi&e  to  band  untU  this  week,  otherwise  we  flatter 
ourselves  there  would  have  been  no  embarrassment  in  the  afiair. 
Mr.  McKean  incloses  the  Lr.  he  has  received  on  the  occasion. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  with 
.     .  great  regard  .your  £z<)elkKMiy> 4^  4)0 

Council's  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

THO.  M^KBAN^ 
DirecUd,  GEO.  LATIMEEL 

His  ExoeDotidy  Thomas  MiflUn,  Bsq. 


Jaius  PoTTsa  TO  Gmtr  JuaTrcn  M<)Sxah>  1790c 

■Ov 

Penn's  Vilky  lOtk  Dw.  wWi 
Th«  Bon'Md  Tbomab  MoKean,  Ssq., 
Sir, 

I>oubtle6B  before  you  receive  this  you  will  halve  heard  of  the  dMIh 
o€  mfy  FlOher-^The  district  in  the  n^w  pu^hase  for  which  be  waa 
8«Teyor  will  of  Course  be  vacatsl>-^I  presume  that  firofta  my  Kaei^>'' 
Udge  of  ihat  Country  ft  Bxperienoe  in  t^d  surveying  Busfnien  if  I' 
waa  Appointed  to  succeecf  him  in  the  dis(ari<$t  i  eoald  do  tito  B«siif^sk' 
aa  much  to  the  satasfaction  of  the  public  as  aAy  odber  mM — ^My  ag^' 
A  close  Confinement  at  Home  have  prevented  my  being  able  to  uaiie 
Diany  Fi^ildsin  Philadelphia  ft  my  sHoa^ieii  reod^ri9i«  iiupiMsibia* 
for  me  to  go  there  at  present — I  must  ffaerelbre  si#,  |>MUme*«6  faf>i 
on  yourgvoduess  afito  ^icit  your  Interest  in  obtaining  me  this 
appointment.     I  flatter  myself  I  shall  merit  your  approbation  ftgj^re 
general  satisfaction  in  the  Discharge  of  the  office-^vour  attention  sir 
u  this  affair  will  lay  lasting  obligations  Oft  your  Friend  ft  most  obed.  svt 

JAMES  POTTER. 
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D,  Bbodhbab  to  Pbvs  Mietun,  1790. 

Sorreyor  Gcd'Ib  offi<^  Jsoy  18th,  1790. 
Sir, 

Smoe  I  had  the  Honor  of  Teoommending  Mr.  Galbrtkli  for  the 
dntriot  of  late  General  Potter,  hie  son  waited  open  me  &  reqnealed 
Ibat,  as  he  had  done  the  greatest  part  of  the  bomaeaB  m  thai  distriot, 
he  might  saeeeed  his  Father  in  the  Depntation.  Had  Mr.  Potler 
applied  earlier  or  otoo  Bignified  to  an j  of  his  Frieods,  a  wish  to  hate 
the  District,  he  woald  ha?e  had  a  preference.  But  as  the  reoominen* 
dation  of  Mr.  Oalbraith  is  now  before  the  Honorable  the  sopieMO 
EzeootiTe  Ooandt,  I  oonceiye  that  any  other  step  than  what  I  new 
take  wonld  be  improper,  with  the  advioe  of  that  HonoraUe  BeanL 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  perfect 

respect  Sir,  your  most  obed't  Servt 

DANIEL  BBODHBAD  8.  G. 


JtuSIGNATION  or  NaTHAN  KlVQBlXY,  JVHTSCM  OJ  PSAOE,  1790. 

To  his  ExoellMicy  the  President,  and  the  Supreme  BxecntiTO  Coun- 
cil of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Nathan  Eingsley,  of  the  County  of  Laierne,  oommbsioned  one 
of  the  jadges  of  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  &  Common  Pleas  for 
the  County  aforesaid,  finding  it  impimoticable  many  times,  by  reason 
of  high  water,  to  attend  Courts,  and  living  sixty  miles  from  the 
County  Town',  joined  to  thesmallnessof  the  fees  allowed  him  in  this 
behalf,  is  obliged,  from  necessity,  to  inform  Council  that  he  cannot 
in  fntara  aerve  in  his  aforementioned  capacity.  Were  his  abode 
nearer  than  what  it  is  at  present  to  the  County  Town,  he  would  not 
think  of  resigning  his  office,  but  would  continue  in  it  with'pleasure  and 
satisfaction.  The  fall  and  Spring  sessions  happen  at  a  time  in  which 
the  Waters  are  high,  and  of  oonsequence  make  his  traveling  not  only 
exfenrive,  bnt  very  difficult  &  dangerons.  The  time  of  attending, 
coming  to  and  returning  from  Courts,  takes  up  so  considerable  a  part 
of  the  seasons  of  Summer  and  fall,  that  be  is  obliged  to  neglect  his 
agricultural  pnrsuits,  to  the  singular  injury  of  his  intrist.  Fr^m 
these  considerations,  be  desires  Counoil  to  anoepjt  his  resignation  and 
take  sneh  other  Order  in  directing  thechoioeof  another  Judge  ia 
his  Distriit  as  to  them  shall  seem  rn^et 

NATHAN  KING8LBY.* 
Wilksbarre,  Jan'y  14, 1790. 

»  Set  OoL  Ree.,  Vol.  XYI.,  p.  269. 
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B.  BBOimiAD^  BuBrfcTOB  OitrERALy  TO  Pei8.  Miffinr,  1790. 

,Siir?«yQr  Qeofla^  Office,  Jan'y  fiOtii;  1790. 
Sir, 

I  halve  appointed  Mr.  Jamee  PeHer,  deputy  8firreyor  of  Diatriot 
number  six,  in  tke  new  Pufehaae  become  vacant  by  the  death  of  his 
Father,  and  aubmit  hia  appointment  for  the  approbation  of  the  Su* 
preme  Executive  Council. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir,  ,  ^ 

your  most  obed't  Serv't, 

DANIEL  BUODHEAD,  S.  G.* 
Directedj 

Hia  Excellency  the  Preaident  in  Council. 


Pftss.  MiFFUN  TO  Sec't  OF  Treasubt  U.  S.;  1790. 

Philada.,  26th  JanV,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  you  A  Statement  of  th0 
pttUic  DAt  of  Penm^lvaxiia,  &  of  the  Fund  provided  for  the  pay- 
rnont  thcMof,  as  required  by  Act  of  the  Qoi^raae  of  the  United  State«r 
ofthe2t8l8ept.la8i.t 

An  Account  of  the  Loan.  Office  Certifioatea  k  other  poblio  Seeoh.' 
rities  of  the  United  States  in  the  Treasury  of  the'Statoi  wil}  bat 
transmitted'  in  u  short  time. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  perfect  Esteem,  Sir,  yr.  obt.  Serv't, 

T.  MIFFLIN. 

Alexander  Hamilton,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  tiie 
United  States. 


Capt.  Johw  p.  -Sohott  to  Exbootiti  Ootmexii,  1700. 

The  Supreme  Executive  CouncQ. 
Oentlemen : 

You  have  been  pleased  to  astaUish  a  Troop  of  light  Dragoons  fbr 
thb  County,  and  have  Commissioned  me  to  Command  the  same ; 
but  as  the  County  is  bat  poor  yet,  those  who  Ingaged  to  serve  iQ 

*  See  Col.  Beo.»  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  266,  257,  268,  261. 
t  See  Cot  Bee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  266-6. 
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tlto  1>0(>pjm  iHi;  rtl#  to  £inuih  ibe0velT6t  wOfx  Sw^rdt  4  Pitlol^ 
as  they  oan't  get  them  without  Cash }  and  where,  as  thej  are  in  the 
line' With  olfeicr  ttoHsbai  do^nl^Mik  your  Honourable  Board  to  for- 
nish  OS  with  forty  Swords  &,  pistols,  a  Standard  and  Trumpet,  and  I 
vill  addbant  for  the  saiM ;  and  iMy  with  Ae  QteMat  Bei^t^^ 
0«tttkiu«n;  your  MhMl  Obwiieiili 

.  and  Mbfit  Hnmble  Servant, 

JOHN  P.  SCBOTT. 
.Directed^ 

Sapreme  EzeontiVe  Counoil,  ^  Hoh'ble  L.  Butler,  Esqr.,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Ifutanedf 

1790,  January  29th.    from  Captain  John  Paul:  Schott.    Beid 
January  29th,  1790. 


Seo't  TEBAjsxnBiT  TJ.  S.  TO  Pbes.  MmuNi  1790. 

Treasury  Department,  FeVy  3d,  1790/ 

I  am  hondred  with  the  lUoeipt  of  yo<tr  letter  of  Ae  2(Hh  of  lai* 
dioiiCh,*  inclobing  a  Stateitfent  of  the  PnUib  Dabt  of  PeiiiN^ltaiiia. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  my  acknowledgments  for  die' attfeHlkm  yea 
hi'td  paid  Ky  tlAy  r^ulijeee,  and  to  believe  ma,  ^i€h'  Sitntime&la  ofptt- 
ftiltespedll/     ' 

Tour  Excellency's  Obadt,  hU4.  9m% 

A.  HAMILTON, 
SW'y  of  the  Treas'y. 

His  Exoellenoy  Thomas  Mi£9in,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
q^lMlia* 


Mij.  Tfioa.  PBocm>B,  ,tp  PsBSp  MiFniK^-^ASEmcRsoaVi 

BiBTHDAT,  1790. 

Sir, 

..  I  have  thoQgbt  si  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  ^fjL^^ 
Honourable  The  Exeou^vQ  Council;  that  the  Ilttr  InstanVf  wm  be 
the  birth  <)ay  ot  the  illustrious  the  President  of  the  United'  Shies 
01  America — and  should'  it  be  thought'  expedient  By'yoift  Bod^ 

*  S«e  pqgn  ed8. 
t  Old  style. 
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Z  pdr8.|  your  BzcelleDoy  whI  oe  pleased  to  sigoifj  the  j^me  to 
7Wif  ftH5oy«|€f^,Ob«liflnt  Ser;ra»^ 

THOMAS  PBOCTOB,  Major. 

MiB  eaeelliBnoy  Thomas  Mifflio,  PhiladelykMu 


BWWLUTION  or  ASBl^fBLT/ 1790. 

6tat«  of  Pennsjlyiaia. 
In  6aiioral  AmeuMj,      '    '         «y 

Wednesday,  Pebroaiy  10, 1790,  A.  M. 
^On  .motipni  " 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lutz  |)ej^dd^  to  tbe  Committee  appointafl 
jpecember  8  last,  to  opiifer  >rUh  Cqui^oQ  on  the  subjeot  of  a  defeac^ 
,of  the  South  West  fronliierpf  t|>is.StoW.t^]|0t.tbehoatilB  uHnNTBl^ 
jof 'the  Indiana. '  '  .  * 

. '        I  Extract  from  the.Minutes, 

Okik  of  tlie  General  Assembly. 


Lieut.  Benj.  Elliott  to  Pbbs.  Mitflut,  1700. 

Huntingdon,  Feb  y  11th,  1790. 
Sir, 

Reo'd  ymur  Let^^r  dated  Peo'x  24j^h,  179P,{17S9.]  afsw  days  ago 
pr.  the  hand  of  Mr.  Alexander  M'Dawl,  requesting  me  togire  an  aoe't 
of  my  x)S<3iM  ^miMctMjBS  as  LisiilHpf  Unntingdon  County,  as  far 
the  [same]  should  be  oommnnioated.     I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  kdir 
(lar  .tWssi^.«staMl^bQfraTQr,.wiU  gi^e.yiousnoh  Idbnnation  now,  and 
. #l4U4im«e|«gr^aablia  to. youc. request,  as  yoaiMy.lhiiiksmsBSBfy.   1 
.naaoommasioQ^d  the  ihirtyelh.day  of  iNo^.,  iatba  year  1787,^ wlrife 
ift  mmab^r  of  tbQ;GonyeA(ion.>foFnalii^iAg.  tba  B^edcral  GofemmeBt; 
iti.i«^'SQiA0,jbima  aft^  bofoio  I.oameilbome  to  enter  on  the  duties  4f 
the  Office.    Ag^ftt  tbe  Hayi&ll^wing^  JMsd  qmi  Batalioo  fniiiged, 
and  they  had  Chosen  their  lOffiaers,  ibe'.iiet  commissioned;  they 
met,  some  for  tbe  purpose  of  doing  their  duty,  ft  others  for  the  Pur- 
pose of  ma)dug  a  Royefc  wbiob.tbey  effected  about  the  Federal  Got- 
eiM^snti  in.  iidiioh  BOyet  I  was  very  ill  used  by  a  senoeless*BtoditU, 
71)0  was  p^amed  jby  a  jau9i)>«  ^  iabo  Pii{>li(H|tions  that  fi^A  ^en 
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-Privately  ciroulated  by  people  who  was  eneymies  to  the  Pederal 
OoverDment. 

Thia  ferment  wae  kept  up  for  better  than  m  year  by  aome  iemgaing 
Gharaoter,  who  ia  w$f[  hovaoA  o? er  to  the  first  Sapreme  Court  in  thia 
County.  For  these  reaaona,  ft  Dot  beiag  aoported  by  QovammeDt, 
had  it  not  ia  my  power  to  sit  the  Haliua  of  this  County  Properiy 
Organized  until  Octr.,  1789,  at  which  time  the  aeoond  BateKon  did 
not  Muster,  not  from  any  Contempti  bat  £or  want  of  being  notifyed 
by  their  Colonel,  who  was  indisposed  at  the  time  he  should  have 
notifyed  them.  .  . 

Our  Malitia  is  now  in  midling  good  order,  as  will  appear  by  the 
Inclosed  aoo't,  which  I. wish  transmitted  to  the  viigiater  ft  Comptroler 
when  you  have  taken  a  Yew  of  them.  As  for  any  observationa  on 
the  Malitia  Laws  is  a  task  that  I  am  not  competent  to ;  however, 
think  that  part  of  the  Malitia  Law  that  Subjects  Officers  to  tryal  by 
a  Court  Mariial^  for  not  notifying  their  Batalion  or  Com'y,  might  be 
improved  by  ading  a  fine  for  dillinquincies  of  this  kind  that  could 
,not  be  altered  by  a  Court  martiaL  Dexradiog  ft  CaabSering  don't 
-iinswer  the  Purpose  with  a  Number  of  the  Present  Malitia  Offioeia, 
who .  are  men,  perhaps,  that  have  a  very  Contemptible  opinion  of 
the  Word  Honour — ^am  of  opinion  that  the  present  Government  will 
make  an  Improvement  in  the  Choice  of  Malitia  officers,  which,  I 
hope,  will,  in  some  measure,  answer  the  objection  that  1  have  pcHnted 
out  to  one  parfi  of  the  Malitia  Law. 

I  am,  Sir,  yonr  Exoellenoy'a 

most  obedient  Servant, 
Dtrectocf,  BBNJ'N  SLLIOT. 

His  Ezoellency  Thomas  Mifllin,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Penoaylvania. 

Hon'd  by  Mr.  M'Martree. 


Thomas  Btxrson  to  Pres.  Mifflin,  1790. 

Assembly  Boom,  11th  Feb'y,  1790. 
ilin, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  infimn  you,  that  in  pntsuanee  of  a  veaohtien 
'of  the  Oeaeiml  Aaaeably  of  the  8th  Deomr.  last,  the  OommiitM 
uppeijited  "  to  confer  with  Coutoetl  on  the  subject  of  a  defenee  agaiOBt 
:tlie  hostile  incursions  of  the  Indians  on  the  South-west  Frontier  ef 
.Ibis  State,''  aie  ready  to  attend  to  that  business  whenever  Oonneil 
.tibali  dignify  thdr  plaaaure  oonoetning  the  Premtaes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect,  Sirs, 
your  moat  obedH  Senr't, 
.Dir^eUdy  THO.  RTERSON. 

•     The  Honble.  The  Piresident  k  Supreme  KiecntiTe  Conndl  ef 
Pennsylvania. 

•  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  AROtoVES  I79d  Wt 

JuDGU  WEmam  akd  Atlbb  to  Pus.  Minriinri  1790. 

Philftddphia,  Febraaiy  ISth^  1790. 
Bir, 

The  Judges  brnve  been  infonned,  that  a  negro  nan,  named  Londoi^ 
the  alare  of  Major  Janee  Dixon,  of  Danphin  ooontj,  is  oonfined  in 
the  goal  there  for  killing  by  a  kiek  in  the  groin,  a  poor  man  named 
Jaeob  Groee  in  last  month ;  and  that  a  speedy  trial  is  desired,  for 
fear  of  escape,  the  goal  at  Lonisbaigh  not  being  finished. 

As  there  is  no  other  ooeasion  for  the  Judges  to  go  into  that  oe«aty 
at  this  lime,  nor  probably  will  be  nntil  next  Autumn,  and  the  ezpenee 
%o  the  county  would  be  too  oonsiderablo  for  them  to  go  there  for  tls& 
trial  of  a  nngle  prisoner,  they  humbly  snbmit  to  yonr  ExteHeaey  M 
dro  Qounoil  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  to  issue  a  eommission 
•I  Oyer  ft  Terminer  and  general  goal  deliyery  for  Danphin  oounty, 
to  three  or  more  of  the  most  respeotable  oitizens  of  said  eowityi  hf 
the  trial  of  such  offdnders  as  may  be  then  oonfined  in  goal. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  regard,  Sir, 

your  EzcellcDcy's  most 

obedient,  humble  servant, 
THO.  M'EBAN, 
WILL'M  ATLSE. 

Joseph  Montgomery,  Esquire,  Christopher  Kucker,  Esquire,  James 
Bard,  Esquire,  Alexander  Graydon,  Esquire,  William  BrowUj  Esquire, 
of  Dauphin  County. 

His  Bxoelleney  Thomas  Miffin,  Esqahre,  President  t  Comasindor 
in  chief  of  Pennsylvairia^ 

Indonedf  ^ 

Bead  in  Council,  Peb'iy  17th,  1790  * 


AacsiYia  Osn'i*  to  CoMacrrru  or  CouNOiXr— IsLAMDa  in  . 
Ohio,  &o.,  1790. 

Philad'a,  16th  February,  1790. 
Oentlemen, 

In  oonformity  to  your  Instructions  this  morning  I  beg  leave  io 
veport  the  cironmsftanoea  whioh  have  oomo  to  my  knowledge  respect- 
ing the  situation  of  three  Islands  in  the  Rivers  Alleghany  and  Ohi0| 

*  There  is  no  record  of  it  on  fbe  minntet  of  ihis  date-^the  names  attached 
were  probably  intended  for  the  Jury. 
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known  by  the  names  of  Okariier$*  or  HamiUmCt  Idand,  ooenpied 
hyJOkik  Btiiitton;  JWtok'i  laKAd,^n  the  famukHUnul  WStliam 
WUaon.hnd  Hulingt^B  Idand^  oocupied  by  Samuel  Halingg. 

•On  Ui9l7ihNo«emler|17.88tf  Tbe  Supreme  EKecutive  Counetl 
by  their  resolve  of  that  date  fixed  the  value  of  Willson's  Isbrnd 
,€Diiteiiiidgt8  aoi.  f  fr  7  perehes,  atlOsl  >^  aere,  prfsMeia^Qold  or 
fiilver,  md  that  «f  Ohatibrs  or  Hasriltons  eontaiuing  136  Aoras  21 
fpenilies  at  2^.^  in  like  money,  aitd  vested  a  right  of  preemptioii  in 
ud  to  said  Islandi^  ip  sat4  Wilson  A  Hamilton  respectively^  jmvidsd, 
that  applicatiott  and  oompllanoe  with  said  Terms  should  be  made  bj 
(bem  widiin  stz  Monlhs  thereafter.  On  the  8G4h  of  Ibe  same 
•Movth^  John  Irwin,  of  Pittsburg,  Eisq.,  made  Appliealion  to  the 
Beoeiver  Gknerars  Office,  in  due  form  on  behalf  and  by  the  instruoi* 
iioiM  of  William  WtUsott  for  WOion'i  IsUmdj  ^'engagiM  a  {lerCeet 
land  poBctual  oompHanoe  with  the  Tetmsi  ^.  f  Mi  Mr.  Irwin 
tStUi  hoUs  himself  responsible  for  this  money,  so  that  it  became 
wiqtoessary  to  furnish  Wikon  with  any  further  netiee.  Seme  short 
time  after  I. sent  notice  to  Mr.  John  Hamilton,  lespeoting  Ms 
Island,  by  some  member  of  tho  Iiegidature,  whose  n^me  I  cannot 
now  recollect,  but  fearful  that  ^his  notice  might  not  get  to  his  hands 
in  due  season,  ,1  sent  a  very  particular  notification  bluing  date  28th 
March,  1789,  a  copy  whereof  is  filed  in  the  office.  On  the  29th  of 
November,  1788,  Oounoil  by  their  Besolve  of  the  same  date,  in 
consequence  of  Samuel  Huling's  Petition,  valued  Huling^t  Idand^ 
contaiaiBg  alxmt&rty  Acres  at  7s.  M.  Specie  ^  Acre,  and  also  vested 
„a  c^t^of.proon^tion  thereto,  in  said  Hulings^  provided  that  appUoi- 
tion  and  compliaqoe  with  the  said  Terms  should  be  made  by  hiai 
' wifchiQ  six  Months  after  that  time.  In  this  case  J  did  ji(^t  send  ao^ 
notice  in  as  much  as  I  understood,  Hulings  himself  had  Petitioned 
Council  annexed  to  which,  there  was  also  a  recommendation  signed 
i>y  Jekft  JMtn.mia  HngbBiifQke^Eidge/.lieqniii^,  wHk^«ieD6alditier 
Gentlemen  of  Pittburg,  from  some  of  whooli^  if  at  aU  ineo^Maiyyil 
oonoeived  he  would  certainly  receive  noil ce. 

I  just  beg  leave  to  add  that  tl|e  .fff^mg  hsyn  ppt  jet  ^qn  eom- 

5 lied  with  by  any  of  these  Gentlemen,  nevertheless  I  veruy  believe 
ohn  Irwin,  Esq.,  will  soon  pay  for  Mr.  Willson's  Island.  Colonel 
Cook  of  Fayette,  now  offers  tr  compliance  with  terms  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Hamilton,  and  as  for  Mr.  Hulings,  no  person  as  yet  having  made 
any 'tender  of  money  at  the  Receiver  C^enetal's  office  6n  hialmliaif, 
I  therefore  can  say  nothing  with  respect  to  him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
' '  Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 

FRA8.  JOHNSTON,  «.  «. 
iJ>ireeiidf       ^ 

'    Vhe.  HoBoiable  Amor  €tregg,  SsqedrS;  asd  olbers  Committee  ef 
.OesihcnL 

:    »  flee  CoL  Ee<x.»  V<a.  XVLi  pp.  288,  28^    M^  7^4.  JPT.,  pp^J80%  61K 
t  See  Col.  Beo.,  VoL  XV.,  pp.  698,  608,. 
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.Pass.  MiFFUN  TO  Assembly,  1790.    . 

Id  Council, 

Philad'a,  Febraary  20th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  a  Resolve  of  Connoil  of  this 
Day,*  relatire  to  a  petition  from  a  number  of  Inhab.  of  Northampton 
Oy.,  residing  on  or  near  the  Nescopeek  Road,  &c. 
•  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 


Resolution  of  General  Assembly,  1790. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  March  6th,  1790— A.  M. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Rawle  seconded  by  Mr.  Gnmey. 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  their  con- 
sideration the  present  state  of  the  funds  arising  from  Militia  fines  in 
the  several  counties  of  this  state,  and  to  confer  with  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Act  entitled 
**  An  Act  to  establish  a  board  of  appeal  within  the  several  counties 
^^  of  this  State,  and  to  grant  exonerations  in  cases  of  Militia  fines,'' 
has  been  carried  into  execution. 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Guruey,  Mr.  McDowell  and  Mr.  Johnston  bo 
a  committee  for  the  purposes  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  ZACHARY  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
IHrectedf 

Trancis  Qurney,  Esquire. 


BxsoLTjnoNS  or  Genxraxi  Assembly — Ezoisb  on  LiQuoks,  1790. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  March  9, 1790,  A.  M. 
The  Committee  appointed,  March  5,  on  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  made  report  which 
was  read,  and  on  motioo,  and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read 
the  second  time  and  adopted  as  follows  viz. 

*  There  is  no  allusion  to,  or  resoWe  on  this  petition  on  the  minutes  of 
that  date. 

YOL.  XL— 29 
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The  committee  to  wbom  was  refefred  the  petition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Westmoreland  oonntj,  report— That  the  Excise  raised  npon 
Spirituoas  liquors  being  appropriated  for  the  discharge  of  the  interest 
doe  on  the  depreaiation  of  pay  of  our  late  Army^  and  as  no  other 
fund  has  yet  been  assigned  for  the  aforesaid  purpose  it  would  be  al- 
together improper  to  take  away  or  lessen  it  until  said  debt  is  as- 
sumed by  the  United  States — The  hint  given  respeotiug  the  Excise 
Officer  is  of  too  much  importance  to  be  neglected  and  with  others  of 
a  similar  nature  appears  to  require  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
Executive ;  impressed  with  these  ideas,  the  Committee  are  induced  to 
submit  the  following  resolution;  viz. : 

Besolved,  That  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Westmoreland 
county,  be  transmitted  to  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive 
Council  for  their  information,  who  are  particularly  requested  to  take 
the  most  effectual  means  in  their  power  to  compel  all  delinquent 
Excise  Officers  to  pay  into  the  State  Treasury  all  monies  due  for  Ex- 
cise whether  in  the  hands  of  said  officers  or  of  individuals. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD,  Clerk  of 

the  General  Assembly.* 
Indorsed, 

Read  in  Council  March  11th,  1790,  Ist  time.. 
Dtrectedj 

The  honorable  The  Supremo  Executive  Council. 


PiTTiTiON  OF  Inhabitants  of  Westmoebland  County — ^Excise 
ON  Liquors — 1790. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  General  Assembly  met. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  County— 
Humbly  Sheweth. 

That  your  petitioners  are  greatly  aggrieved  by  the  present  opera- 
tion of  an  Excise  Law,  passed  on  the  19th  day  of  March,  1783,  by 
which  we' are  made  subject  to  a  duty  of  four  pence  per  gallon  on  all 
spirituous  liquors  distilled  and  consumed  amongst  us  from  the  pro- 
ductions of  our  farms,  even  for  private  and  domeBti«*  uses.  It  is 
generally  believed  that  excise  laws,  in  all  nations  a^S'^at  all  periods, 
have  given  greater  disgust,  and  created  greater  tumults  amongst  the 
people,  than  any  other  species  of  taxation  ever  adopted  for  the  rais- 
ing of  revenue ;  we  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  this  law  has  al- 
ready been  productive  of  all  those  and  many  other  evils,  and  that  it 
is  the  only  one  passed  since  our  revolution  that  has  been  treated  with 

*  8o©  Col.  Eec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  800. 
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gsneral  dnapprobation,  and  reflected  upon  with  uniTerBalabbonciie^ 
and  dateslation  :  and  such  has  been  the  TesentmeDt  of  manj  of  our 
fellow  oitiiens,  which  we  are  sorry  to  have  occasion  to  oonfiMs,  that 
thej  have,  upon  several  occasions,  proceeded  to  nnwanrantable 
kngths  in  opposing  its  operations. 

We  do  not  deny  that  we  are  as  strongly  rooted  in  the  habits,  and- 
as  mnch  addicted  to  the  nse  of  spirituous  liquors  as  our  brethren  ia 
the  eastern  part  of  the  state :  having  emigrated  from  amoi^  them,- 
we  cannot  be  condemned  for  carrying  their  customs  along  with  us* 
But  ittdcpendant  of  habit,  we  find  that  the  moderate  use  of  spirits  ia 
essentially  necessai^  in  several  branches  of  our  agriculture. 

In  this  new  country,  labourers  are  exceedingly  scarce,  and  thetr 
hire  excessively  high,  and  we  find  that  liquor  proves  a  necessary 
means  of  engaging  their  service  and  securing  their  continuance- 
through  the  several  important  seasons  of  the  year,  when  the  pressing 
callsof  labour  must  be  attended  to,  let  the  conditions  be  what  they  may. 
For  these  reasons  we  have  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  introduce  m 
number  of  small  distilleries  into  our  settlemente,  and  in  every  circle 
of  twenty  or  thirty  neighbours,  one  of  these  are  generally  erected,- 
merely  for  the  accommodation  of  such  neighbourhood  and  without 
any  commercial  views  whatever.  The  proprietor  thereof  receives  tha. 
grain  (rye  only)  from  the  people,  and  returns  the  stipulated  quantity 
of  liquor,  after  reteining  the  toll  agreed  upon.  In  this  manner  we 
are  supplied  with  this  necessary  article,  much  upon  the  same  condi-. 
tions  that  our  mills  furnish  us  with  flour ;  and  why  we  should  be 
made  subject  to  a  duty  for  drinking  our  grain  more  than  eating  it^ 
eeems  a  matter  of  astonishment  to  every  reflecting  mind. 

These  distilleries,  small  and  insignificant  as  they  are^  have  always- 
been  classed  among  the  first  objects  of  taxation,  and  have  been  high* 
ly  estimated  in  the  valuation  of  property.  This,  we  conceive,  might; 
fully  suffice,  without  extending  revenue  to  the  moan  and  humble 
manufacture  produced  by  them. 

With  as  much  propriety  a  duty  might  be  laid  on  the  rye  we  feed 
to  our  horses ;  the  bread  we  eat  ourselves,  or  any  other  article  manun 
faotured  from  the  produete  of  oar  own  fiurms. 

Qttf  remote  situation  fronr  the  channels  of  commerce,  has  long 
ago  prohibited  the  use  of  allimported  liquors  amongst  us,  and  as  we 
are  aiming  at  independence  in  our  manner  of  living,  we  have  neither 
the  abilities  or  inclination  to  aspire  to  their  use-  We  £reely  resign^ 
theai  to  our  eastern  neighbours,  whom  Providence  has  placed  under 
the  meridian  rfi^s  of  commercial  affluence,  and  whose  local  situation 
confer  on  them  many  enjoymente  which  nature  has  denied  to  us; 
and  whilst  they  are  revelling  in  the  luxuries  of  the  most  bountiful 
foreign  climes,  we  are  perfectly  content  with  the  humble  produce. of 
our  own  farms,  and  it  is  our  only  wish  to  be  permitted  to  enjoy  them 
in  freedom. 

We  beg  that  we  may  not  be  considered  as  unfriendly  to  the 
supporting  of  a  government,  which  we  so  highly  approve^  as  that  of 
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PHmgfWMh.  We  bava  too  oKalted  Ideas  of  tlie  bleonngi  deming 
fbom  it|  to  eter  Mffer  sock  ifaooghts  to  harbour  in  our  breaite. 
7ho  payment  of  tbo  atate  tax  haa  alwaja  bean  aahnuftted  to  witk 
ofaearfalneny  and  paid  to  the  ntmoat  of  oor  abilitaea.  And  here  we 
oannot  forbear  expressing  our  astoniafament  at  thesnapeBaiofli  of  a  tax 
ab  jnat  and  eqnitable  in  its  natnre,  whilat  the  exciae  eomplained  of 
la  ooBtiniied  to  be  exaoted  with  rieor.  We  hare  reason  to  bdiafe 
that  the  prodnoe  of  this  exxnae  will  amount  to  the  same,  or  perhaps 
exoeed  that  of  our  atate  tax,  and  if  we  had  any  aeeirity  for  the  net 
produoe  thereof  getting  into  the  treasury,  it  would  affoKrd  some  oon« 
eolation ;  but  from  the  flagrant  delinquenoy  which  we  have  experi- 
eiieed  from  many  of  our  reyenue  offioers  in  this  oonnty,  as  well  at 
fhxn  a  want  of  oonfidenoe  in  the  preaent  exoiae  officer  and  hiaaeeui- 
tjf  our  feara  are  greaUy  awakened  upon  the  present  oeeaaioii. 

We  find  that  the  security  required  by  law  from  thia  eouiity,  b  fixed 
at  the  low  rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  only,  when  it  is 
probable  that  the  sum  to  be  collected,  may  amount  to  (me  thonsanL 
On  this  etroumstanoe  we  riiali  only  remark,  that  there  are  few  men 
in  the  preaent  day,  who  would  not  readily  forfeit  and  pay  a  penalty 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  proT»kd  they  could  pot  a  thou- 
aand  in  their  pockets  by  so  doing. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  refieet  upon  the  many  instanoea  of 
Hberality  and  general  encouragement  whidi  the  legislature,  as  well 
as  many  respeetaUe  societies,  hare  giren  through  the  oourae  of  aoae 
years  past,  for  rendering  ourselves  still  more  independent  of  fisreig* 
nations,  by  promoting  and  improTing  every  branoh  of  our  own  man- 
ufacture ;  we  therefore  flatter  ourselves  that  the  present  assembly 
will  no  longer  suffer  a  law  to  remain  in  existence  which  is  so  eri- 
dently  calculated  to  counteract  the  virtuous  designs  of  those  req»eeta- 
ble  bodies,  and  which  proves  so  universally  obnoxious  to  the  people 
of  this  western  world.  We  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  the  sevml 
observations  herein  stated,  may  be  taken  into  serious  considezatMn, 
flbd  that  the  present  excise  law,  so  far  as  it  extends  to  the  laying  of 
a  duty  or  imposition  of  any  kind  whatever,  upon  liquors  made  or 
distilled  from  the  productions  of  this  atate,  may  be  folly  and  apeedi* 
Ij  repealed.  And  your  petitiohers  ajLin  duty  bonnd  will  pray.* 
Ohristoph  Waldhauer,  Micnael  Waldhauer, 

'Bugfa  Donelson,  Joseph  Waldhauer, 

Pierce  Walaghan,-  Jacob  Waldhauer, 

James  Stinson,  Oeorgc,  Waldhauer, 

Casper  Waldhauer,  Aaron  Teegaddeni 

Tonug  Christoph  Waldhauer,  his 

Johannea  Lautaenheiser,  Peter  X  Studibaker, 

John  Robertson^  mark 

John  Irwin,  Jaoob  Studibaker, 

William  Porter,  Valentin  Weisskopf, 

♦  As  tWs  is  copied  from  a  printed  hand-bill,  it  ia  probably  ©riy  one  of 
seYeral  In  MronUtion  fbr  signatares— the  otbers  not  A>otid.  Some  of  the 
names  are  in  German  eharaoters  and  maj  not  therefore  be  correct 
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Hendmh  SienderMiiy  Robi.  Wfttaon^ 

Jahuines  H«s86y  Oeo.  McWilU^ms^ 

Chrifltoi^el  Weieakopf,  hia 

Abraham  Studibaker^  David  p  Miller^ 

John  Studibaker,  mark 

Adam  Rudibagh,  Andw.  Moore, 

David  Logan,  Wm.  McDowell. 

Directed^  x 

A  Petition  To  the  care  of  James  Barr  and  Jno.  Baird  Represen- 
tatives for  Westmoreland  Co. 


8B0BETABT  BtDBLB  TO  ClXRK  07  ASSEMBLY,  1790. 

Secry's  Office,  Philada.,  March  10th,  1790. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Maday,  delegate  from  this  state  to  Congress  has  requested 
to  be  fnrnished  with  the  seveml  Inspection  Xap^  of  this  state,  and 
as  Goanoil  are  not  possessed  of  more  than  one  compieat  copy  of  the 
Iaws,  yoa  will  be  pleased  to  direct  Mr.  Martin  to  fomiah  the  Laws 
passed  in  the  2nd  and  drd  seaiions  of  the  IBth  Assembly,  and  that 
relating  to  floor  passed  the  5th  of  April|  1781,  to  be  forw«r4ed  tf 
Mr.  Maelay. 

I  am  Sir,  yonr  most  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

for  CHAS.  BIDDLE. 
Direcledf 

Peter  Z.  Lloyd,  Esqr. 


Pais.  MimjN  TO  Pais.  United  Statis — Indians,  1790. 

In  Council,  Philad'a,  March  10th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  yonr  Excellency,  a  Letter 
which  has  been  addressed  to  the  Executive  of  this  State  by  several 
very  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Washington  in  Penn- 
gylvania ;  in  which  they  represent  "  that  many  mischiefs  have  taken 
Flace  in  that  County  for  several  years  past  from  the  hostile  Incur- 
sions of  the  Indians  and  that  from  the  present  aspect  of  Indian- 
affairs  in  the  western  and  South  western  Countries  the  same  are 
likely  to  continue,"  and  requesting  the  Interposition  of  Coanoil  with 
the  president  of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Washington  County. 
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Mr.  Ryenon,  a  Member  of  oor  LegislaUire  wbo  has  aoliBeiibed 
that  Letter,  will  have  the  Honor  of  waiting  on  yonr  Ezoelleney  and 
will  give,  if  it  should  be  thought  proper,  fpU  Infonnation  on  the 
Sabject 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect, 
jour  Excellenoy's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  United  States. 


PrES.  MiFf  UN  TO  ASSEMBLT — GONSTITUTZON  U.  S.,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  19th,  1790. 
Bir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  to  be  laid  before  the  General 
Assembly,  a  Letter  from  His  Bz'y  Governor  Martin,  &  a  copy  of 
a  Resolution  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  with 
several  amendments  by  them  proposed  to  become  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution for  the  future  Government  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Letter  Feb'y  20th,  1790. 
Novr.  23rd,  1789. 


Samuel  Vauqhan  to  Secretary  Biddle,  1790. 

Front  Street,  22d  March,  1790. 
Sir, 

With  the  President's  approbation,  I  sent  to  Mr.  Wm.  Bartram  to 
assist  in  making  a  list  of  the  Trees  &  Shrubs  wanted  to  supply  the 
Statehouse  Garden.  This  list  together  with  the  estimation  is  in 
your  possession,  if  approved  of,  it  may  &  should  be  quickly  &  well 
executed  by  him,  as  he  is  fully  competent  to  the  business,  which  I 
conceive  n§t  to  be  the  case  of  the  English  Gardiner  proposed,  who 
not  being  acquainted  with  the  productions  of  this  Country  &  who 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  804. 
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hath  neither  ability  to  jndge  or  means  to  procure  the  varietj  neces- 
Bary  to  supply  those  destroyed  or  dead. 
I  am;  Sir, 

your  most  humble  serv't^ 

SAM.  VAUGHAN.* 
Directed^ 
Charles  Biddle,  Esqr.,  Secretary  of  Council;  Philada. 


Committee  qv  Asbbmblt  to  Fres.  MrrPLiir,  1790. 

Sir, 

The  house  of  Assembly  having  appointed  a  committee  to  confer 
with  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  "relative  to  the  subjects 
''  contained  in  the  letter  from  the  Kegister  General  to  the  house 
"  dated  Feb'y  16th,  and  the  letters  from  the  Comptroller  General, 
"  dated  the  16th  &  20th  of  February,  and  4th  of  March.''  I  beg 
leave  to  enquire,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  at  what  time  wc  shall 
have  the  honor  of  waiting  upon  Council. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  Sxcellenoy  &  the  Connoirs 

most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

W.  RAWLE, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
Directedj 
His  Ezeellency,  the  President  of  Supremo  Exooutivc  Council. 


Pass.  MiFJTLiN  TO  Assembly,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  22d;  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  information  of  the 
General  Assembly  A  Letter  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of 
the  United  Statesf  ''  respecting  the  Mischiefs  which  have  been  done 
for  several  years  past  in  the  county  of  Washington  in  this  State." 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect  your  most 

obedient  and  most  humble  Servant. 

♦  See  Vol.  X.,  p.  420.  • 

t  Qen*l  Washington's  letter  dated  March  15,  in  answer  to  the  President's 
Letter  of  the  10th— See  page  678- 
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ZXBULON  B0TLEB  TO  PEES.  MlFlXIN^  1790. 

Wilksbarre;  March  26, 1790. 
Sir, 

By  tbe  desire  of  Col^o  Spalding  and  Maj'r  Kiogsley,  of  the  second 
BattallioD  of  this  County,  I  write  to  your  Excellency  and  Oouneil  to 
inform  of  the  eztreame  hardships  under  which  the  soldiery  and  Offi- 
cers labour  in  all  assembling  at  one  place  on  muster  days.  The 
District  of  the  Battallion  is  rising  of  seventy  miles  in  lengdb,  and  to 
oblige  those  living  at  the  two  extreems  to  meet  at  a  central  place  is 
to  put  them  to  much  expenoe  and  fatigue-^From  this  oireamstaDce 
the  above  Gentlemen  are  led  to  imagine,  that  the  attendance  of  tbe 
men  will  not  be  so  general  as  will  be  necessary  to  the  fnrtherenoe  of 
order  and  military  advancement,  The  m^n  will  much  rather  sub- 
ject themselves  to  fines,  than  encounter  the  difficulty  of  travelling 
thirty  miles  in  roads  exceedingly  bad,  with  still  worse  stages  for 
accommodation.  These  are  therefore  to  request,  if  consistant  that 
the  Battallion  in  two  or  more  divisions,  and  at  two  or  more  difierent 
places,  as  also  at  on  different  days,  may  be  reviewed — much  more 
punctual  attendance,  they  imagine,  will  be  given  and  the  measare 
gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  men  composing  the  Battallion.  If 
Council  should  think  it  unnecessary  to  go  so  formerly  into  tbe 
subject,  they  request  an  order,  (if  consistant,)  may  be  given  to  the 
Lieu't  of  the  County,  to  make  such  arrangements  in  the  premiaes  as 
to  him  shall  seem  most  judicious. 

I  find  that  all  Certificates  given  by  the  CommissioneiB  of  the 
several  Counties  for  the  exoneration  fines  by  late  information  must 
be  on  file,  one  of  which  given  by  the  Commissioners  of  this  County, 
I  sent  some  time  since  to  Council,  I  wish  that  it  may  be  transmitted 
back  that  the  Law  may  be  complied  with. 

I  herein  inclose  a  return  of  the  first  and  second  lAen'i  eleoted  on  the 
25th  ins't  in  the  light  Infantry,  to  fill  the  Vacancies  occasioned  by 
the  removal  of  Lieu't  Seeleys  and  Lieu't  Bailey  resignation,  and  I 
also  wish  information  whether  or  not  the  Officers  of  Cap't  Brakes 
Company  are  to  be  commissionated. 

In  the  mean  time, 

I  have  the  honor  te  be 
your  Excellency  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  serv't, 

ZEB'N  BUTLER.* 
Dirtciedj 
To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Miffiin,  Esqr.,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XVI.,  p.  817. 
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BjKOLTrnbjfiB  ow  Qmsvbjll  Assbmblt-— RiyxASy  1700. 

""  State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly, 

Wednesday,  March  Slst,  1790  P.  M. 

The  reiK)rt  on  that  part  of  the  Message  of  CouDcil  which  respects 
ihe  navigation  of  the  Eivers  Delaware,  Sohnylkill  and  Snaquehannah, 
read  March  27th,  was  read  the  second  time  &  adopted  as  follows  viat. 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Message  of 
ihe  President  and  Sapream  Ezeontive  Coun<Hl  which  relates  to  the 
reports  of  the  Ckimmissioners  af^inled  to  view  the  Delaware,  the 
Sohnylkill,  and  the  Susquehannah  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  assem- 
i>ly  paasad  the  28th  of  September,  1789,  beg  leave  to  report,  That 
the  snrvoys  directed  appear  to  have  been  made  with  great  care,  acou- 
•laey  and  judgment  and  upon  the  whole  to  warrant  the  inference  that 
the  waters  of  those  rivers  may  in  general  be  rendered  navigable  with  as 
'  little  difficnlty  and  expanoe  as  those  of  any  rivers  in  the  United  States. 

But  it  appears  to  the  Committee  to  be  expedient  previous  to 
proceeding  in  the  execution  of  any  part  of  the  great  design  proposed 
by  the  L^palature,  that  proper  measures  should  be  taken  toasoertaio 
the  most  practicable  oommanication  between  the  Bastem  and  West- 
em  limits  of  the  state. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  weie  from  the  direction  of  the  law 
confined  to  the  investigation  of  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Delaware 
the  Schuylkill  and  the  Susquehannah  and  the  Streams  which  oom- 
aranioated  with  them. 

The  Resolution  which  the  Committee  will  propose  is  calculated 
to  obtain  a  eiear  and  satis&ctory  knowledge  of  those  internal  parts 
of  the  state  hitherto,  unexplored.  For  these  purposes  to  ascertain 
the  most  oonvenient  and  practicable  place  for  conoeotiDg  the  watecs 
of  the  rivers  already  mentbned,  with  the  Allegany,  Lake  Ontario, 
and  Lake  Erie.  And  in  oases  where  portage  by  land  will  be  neoes- 
sarj,  to  examine  the  faoe  of  the  Country  and  report  the  most  suitable 
places  for  Landings  and  roads. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  appears  to  the  Committee  not  only  to 
be  calculated  from  its  natural  advantages  for  those  improvements 
which  will  facilitate  its  internal  commeree  and  promote  the  wealth 
and  population  of  its  territory,  but  to  be  the  probable  grand  channel 
of  future  oommunioatiott  between  the  Eastern  and  Western  extrem- 
ities of  the  United  States.  And  hence  it  is  conceived  that  to  neglect 
the  acquisition  of  proper  materials  for  the  formation  of  a  general  plan 
upon  the  most  libml  principles  within  the  abilities  of  the  Common- 
wealth would  be  iuconsistent  both  with  our  interest  and  our  reputation. 
The  followiDg  resolution  is  therefore  submitted,  viz. 
Resolved  that  the  president  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authoriaed  and  requested  to  appoint  three  suit- 
able and  skilfnl  persons  OommissioBers,  who  shall  proceqd  as  soon  as 
may  be,  to  the  head  of  the  Qnetapahilla  and  from  thence  shall  proceed 
to  the  Swatara  and  down  the  Swatara  to  the  Susquehannah,  then 

29* 
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passing  over  that  pari  of  the  Susquelianiiab  whioh  has  been  alreid j 
examined  by  the  CommissioDers  herein  before  mentioDed,  they  shall 
ascend  to  the  month  of  the  Juniatta  where  they  shall  reoommenoe 
the  examination  proposed  and  proceed  up  the  Susquehanna  to  Son- 
bury,  and  thenoe  up  the  west  Branch  to  Sinnamahooing  and  up  the 
Same  to  the  Canoe  place  (so  called)  or  such  place  on  the  main  brandi 
or  the  west  branch  of  Slnnamahoningas  will  connect  most  easily  with 
any  practicable  branch  of  the  Allegany,  the  Gonsaa,  Tob/a  Grade 
or  any  other  which  may  discharge  itself  into  the  Allegany  nearest 
to  the  month  of  French  Creek,  and  thence  examine  French  Grade 
up  to  Le  B<Buf  and  the  portage  to  Presqne  Isle. 

That  they  also  examine  and  explore  any  nearer  and  more  oonra- 
nient  communication  which  may  be  effected  by  land  or  water  with 
Lake  Erie.  That  such  Commissioners  thence  return  down  the 
AUcffany  and  examine  the  same  from  the  month  of  French  Creek  to 
the  Kishkemanettas,  and  up  the  Kishkemanettas  to  the  Connemangb, 
and  up  the  Connemaugh  to  its  forks  with  Stony  Greek  and  from  the 
same  by  the  nearest  branches,  which  can  be  improved  by  canal  or  lock 
navigation  to  tbe  shortest  portage  whioh  may  be  found  to  the  Franks- 
town  branoh  of  Juniatta  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Poplar  run,  whcie 
Patrick  Casady  now  lives,  and  down  the  Frankstown  branch  of  Jnniatta 
to  the  head  of  water  Street  where  the  Commissioners  of  last  year  eon- 
olnded  the  report  of  their  work. 

That  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  also  aatha^ 
iied  and  requested  to  appoint  three  other  suitable  and  skilful  men 
to  explore  the  Country  and  ascertain  the  best  road  and  shortest  dis- 
tance from  the  Delaware  near  the  forks  of  the  Mohawk  and  popaekton 
Branches  to  the  great  Bend  on  the  Susquehanna  ft  thence  proceed 
down  the  Susquehanna  to  the  mouth  of  Tioga,  and  from  thence  to 
the  junction  of  the  East  &  West  branches  of  Susquehanna.  That 
on  their  return  from  thence  the  said  Commissioners  be  directed  to 
explore  the  Leheigh  from  its  head  to  the  tumhole,  and  also  to  examine 
and  explore  the  Tobehanna  and  the  Schuylkill  from  Hamburg,  where 
the  Commissioners  before  mentioned  concluded  their  work,  to  the 
mouth  of  Tamagaay  or  little  Schuylkill  as  far  as  good  raf^  navigation 
may  be  supposed  to  extend.'*' 

That  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expences  of  such  examination 
and  surveys,  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Coancil  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  draw  Orders  on  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  to  be  charged  to 
the  fund  in  and  by  the  act  of  Assembly  before  mentioned,  appn^- 
ated  for  claims  &  improvements. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 
Indarsedf  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Read  in  Council,  April  6th,  1790,  and  Timothy  Matlack,  John 
Adlum,  Samuel  Maclay,  Reading  Howell;  Fred'k  Antes  &  Will'm 
Dean  appointed. 

*  See  CoL  Roc.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  816,  819,  821. 
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y.  p.  B088  TO  J.  Trihbu,  B8Q.-*Pnf8iiNr|  17M. 

Kr, 

In  die  Caw  of  tbe  Wtddow  Mereer,  Mr.  Cbambeni  bM  wrote  to 
■16  reqneitisg  that  I  woald  mtka  Application  for  an  Order  for  her 
Pennon.  If  I  recollect  right,  I  did,  &  there  was  an  Order  granted 
on  the  Militia  finee  of  Northnmberland  Gonnty,  Bat  thej  not  being 
prodaotiTei  no  Cash  was  to  be  bad,  ft  the  papere,  together  with  this 
Order,  were  again  pat  into  my  hand  to  try  to  get  a  Drafft  on  vome 
more  prodaotiTc  ihnd ;  that  being  impoMible  to  be  obtained,  I  hafe 
let  the  affair  rest,  &  hare  all  tbe  papers,  together  with  the  Order 
above  mentioned,  aonnig  my  papers  at  Lancaster.  Please  to  let  Mr. 
Leyy  see  the  minates  of  ConncU  on  this  Bnsiness. 
I  am  yr.  hnmble  serv't, 

O.  ROSS. 

8l8t  March,  1790. 

DirecUdy 

Mr.  Jadies  Trimble,  pres't^ 


Thomas  Jevfebson,  Sxobb'y  of  Statb,  to  Prkb.  MizruN — 
CxNSiTs,  1790. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  State, 
March  Slst,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon,  herein  enclosed,  two  copies,  daly 
anthenticatcd,  of  the  Act  providing  for  the  enumeration  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  United  States :  also  of  the  Act  to  cfltabliBh  an 
nniform  rule  of  naturalization :  also,  of  the  Act  making  appropriations 
for  the  sopport  of  Oovemment  for  tbe  year  1790,  and  of  being,  with 
sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obed't  ft  most  h'ble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Dbs.  Hutchinson  and  Wistab  on  Inspkotob  or  Pot  and 

PXABL  ASHKS,  1790. 

As  the  Law  respecting  Potash  was  formed  with  a  view  of  asoer- 
taining  the  value  of  that  artiele,  by  the  examination  of  its  obvions 
qoalities,  as  well  as  by  chemical  analysis,  it  is  necessary  that  tbe 
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Inspector  AoM  be  quaUSed  ia  betii  yespedii  bifc  tn  opinion  of 
the  qualifications  of  a  Candidate  which  is  derived  from  a  verbal 
examination  (as  onrs  hath  necessarily  been)  may  be  very  erroneons; 
ior  bf  pnMCiee»  a  person  may  acquire  great  ductertty  in  jttiging  of 
ihJDg^  by  their  external  qtuLlitiesi  &  yet  not  be  able  to  give  an 
iMMonnt  of  the  {Hrinoiples  which  regulate  his  jttdgmBnjt-*&  on  the 
other  hand,  as  there  ia  great  variety  in  the  appearanoe  of  Potadif 
when  the  value  may  not  be  materially  different,  a  person  who,  by  his 
ebenical  knowledgCi  could  give  a  reasonable  account  of  the  snbjeel^ 
and  even  make  a  proper  analysia  of  it,  may  he  mneh  mistaken 
when  he  judges  by  external  appearances  only. 
.  The  Subscnbers,  therefore,  do  not  ofier  their  opinioii  witfi  orach 
oanfidence,  and  afbur  promising  this,  they  beg .  lesrve  to  inftmn  the 
Hon'bhd  Coundl  that  it  appears  to  them,  from  the  examination  they 
have  made,  that  Monsr.  Be  Plaine  hath  acquired  a  considerable 
degree  of  experience  respecting  the  manufacture  of  Potaidi,  &  the 
various  appearances  it  may  present,  &  is  well  informed  of  the  nature 
&  chemical  qualities  of  alkaline  Salts  in  general,  &  therefore  is 
qualified  for  the  office  in  question,  and  that  Hr.  Ebenefer  Oowell 
hath  also  acquired  a  Considerable  degree  of  experience  in  the  manu* 
faoture  and  various  appearances-of  t^it  article.'*' 

JAMES  HUTCHINSON, 
CASPAR  WISTAR,  Junr. 
March  81st,  1790. 


John  Chalokse  appointed  Avcao^ss&f  1790. 

PhUadelphia,  April  lat,  1790. 
Sir, 

You  will  particularly  oblige  me  by  proposeing  to  His  Excellenej 
The  President,  and  The  Supreme  Executive  Council,  the  following 
persons  as  my  Sureties,  who^  if  approved  ofi",  will  immediately  sign 
the  necessary  bonds. 

I  am,  with  great  respect.  Sir, 
Your  most  obd.  Serv't, 

JOHN  CHALONER. 
Tho's  Lee,  Merchant,  in  front  Street  between  Market  and  Areh 
Street, 
liconard  Dorsey — do— corner  of  3d  &  Arch  Street-f 

Directed  y 
Charles  Biddle,  .Esqr.,  Seoretary  of  Council. 

*  fiee  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XVL^  pp.  809»  812. 
\  »f  Cel.  Reck,  Vol.  XYX.,  pp.  dl2»  318. 
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GOMMI8SZOI7XRS    TO  YXXW  BlYXBS,  1790. 

In  Gounoil,  Philadelphia,  April  6th,  1790. 
Gonnoil  resumed  the  Consideration  of  the  Resolution  of  the 
Oenflral  Asaemblj  of  the  Slst  of  March  last,  and  thereupon  Timothy 
Matlaok,  John  Adlum  and  Samuel  Maclaj,  were  appointed  Commis- 
sioners to  examine  and  survey  the  Waters  of  Quattapahillla,  Swatan^ 
part  of  Susquehana,  and  Juniata  Rivers,  the  Waters  of  Sinnama- 
honing  Creek,  part  of  the  Waters  of  Allegany  Rivers,  Presque  Isle^ 
tooA,' — and  Frederick  Antes^  Reading  Howell  and  William  Dean, 
were  also  appointed  Commissioners  to  explore  the  Country  near  the 
lead  waters  of  the  Delaware  River,  East  Branch  of  Susquehanna, 
and  of  the  Rivers  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill,  agreeaT)ly  to  the  direotiona 
of  the  said  Resolution  of  Assembly. 

Eztraet  from  the  Minutes^ 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

for  CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Sec'ry.* 


G£88I0N  Of  WXSTEBN  TbSBITORT  BT  N.  OABOUNA-«*AoGI£1!ED 

1790. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  State, 

April  6th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  honor  to  send^yon  herein  enclosed  two  copies  duly 
ftuthentioated  of  the  act  to  accept  a  cession  of  the  daims  of  the  state 
of  North  Carolina  to  a  certain  district  of  western  Territory;  also  of 
the  act  to  prevent  the  exportation^  of  Qoods.  not  duly  inspected 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  several  states,  and  of  being  witk  lentf- 
ments  of  the  most  perfect  respect, 

your  Bxcellene/s  most  obedient, 

&  most  h'bic  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON.f 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indonedj 

Read  in  Council,  April  16th,  1790,  and  answered, 

*  See  CoL  Bic.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  816,  «19. 

t  Col.  Reo.,  Vot  XVI.,  p.  23»;aBd  688  of  this. 
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Bebolution  07  Assembly — ^Powder  Magazine^  1790. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  April  6, 1790,  A.  M. 
The  report  of  tlie  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Supreme 
Ezeoutiire  Council,  read  yesterday,  was  read  the  second  time;  and 
the  resolution  therein  contained,  as  follows,  being  under  oonsiden^ 
tion,  via. — 

'  Resolved,  that  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Couocil  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  % 
suitable  lot  of  ground  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  maguine 
for  the  storage  of  gun  powder  and  and  also  to  contract  for  erecting 
such  building  on  such  constructions  and  such  dimensions  as  will 
conduce  to  the  security  of  the  public  in  this  instance.  And  that 
this  house  will  at  their  next  session  by  law  make  provision  for  the 
ezpences  of  such  purchase  and  building/' 

On  the  question,  will  the  house  agree  to  the  said  rei^olution  f 
The  Teas  and  Nays  being  called  thereon  by  Mr.  Kennedy  lad 
Mr.  Mitchell,  were  as  follows,  vis.-^  ^ 


Teas. 

1  Lawrence  Seckle, 

2  Jacob  Hiltaheimer, 
8  WiUiam  Rawle, 

4  Francis  Gumey, 

5  Samuel  Ashmead, 

6  Thomas  Paul, 

7  Thomas  Britton, 

8  Blias  Boys, 

9  Gerardus  Wynkoop, 

10  Valentine  Opp, 

11  John  Chapman, 

12  James  Bryan, 

13  Richard  Thomas, 

14  Henry  Bering, 

15  John  Miller, 

16  Thomas  Clingan, 

17  Jacob  Schmyser, 

18  Thomas  Lilly, 

19  William  Godfrey, 

20  Jonathan  Hoge, 

Nays. 

1  Richard  Downing, 

2  James  Cunningham, 

3  John  Stewart, 

4  Thomas  Kennady, 

5  David  Mitchell, 


Teas. 

21  John  Ludwig, 

22  Nicholas  Lutz, 
28  Daniel  Leinbach, 

24  Conrad  Thrie,  junr., 

25  James  Marshall, 

26  Herman  Husband, 

27  Jacob  Reiff, 

28  Jonathan  Roberts, 

29  Benjamin  Marklej, 

80  James  Yanz, 

81  Jacob  Miley, 

82  John  Carson, 

38  James  McKnigfat, 

34  Obadiah  Gone, 

35  David  Stewart, 

36  John  Nevill, 

37  John  Harris, 

38  Hugh  Lloyd, 

39  Richard  Riley. 

Nays. 

6  John  Moore, 

7  John  Baird, 

8  James  Barr, 

'  9  James  Allison, 
10  Alexander  Wright, 
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11  Thomas  Byenon,  14  Jgrnen  JohnsUm, 

12  John  Gilinesty  15  John  Bhea. 
18  James  Finley, 

So  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Eztraet  from  the  minutes. 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD,       , 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly* 
Jndor$edy 

Bead  in  Connoil,  April  9th,  ^1790,  and   referred  to  Colonel 
JUUes,  Col.  WilUDg  and  Mr.  Bead. 


iNSTftuonoira  to  Comhissionebs  vor  BEvirwiNG  BrvEBSy  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  April  Sth,  1790. 
Gentlemen, 

Goundl  having  in  pnrsoanoe  of  the  enclosed  Resolution  of  the' 
General  Assembly  of  the  thirty*first  day  of  Match  last,  appointed 
yon  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  first  part  of 
the  said  Besolution. 

Ton  will  without  delay  proceed  to  the  head  of  the  QuittapaHilla, 
and  from  thence  to  the  Swatara,  and  down  the  Swatara  to  tiie 
Susquehanna;  then  passing  over  that  part  of  the  Susquehanna, 
which  has  been  already  examined  by  the  Commissioners  appointed 
on  the  2nd  of  October,  1789 ;  you  will  proceed  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Juniata,  where  you  are  to  re-commenoe  the  examination  pro- 
posed, and  proceed  up  the  Susquehanna  to  Sonbury,  and  thenee  up 
the  West  Branch  to  Cinnamahoning,  and  up  the  same  to  the  Canoe 
place,  (so  called,)  or  such  place  on  the  main  Branch  of  Cinnanu^ 
honing,  as  will  connect  most  easily  with  auy  practicable  branch  of 
the  Allegany,  the  Cousua,  Toby's  Creek,  or  any  other  which  mar 
discharge  itself  into  the  Allegany  nearest  to  the  mouth  of  French 
Creek ;  and  thence  examine  French  Creek  up  to  Le  Boeuf  and  tho 
Portage  to  Presqne  Isle;  you  will  also  examine  and  explore  any 
nearer  and  more  oonyenient  communication  which  may  be  effected 
by  land  or  water  with  Lake  Erie ;  that  you  will  then  return  down 
the  Allegany,  and  examine  the  same  from  the  mouth  of  the  French 
Greek  to  the  Kiakemenetaa^  and  up  the  Kiskemenetas  to  the 
Gonemangh,  and  up  the  Conemaugh  to  its  forks  with  Stony  Greek, 
and  from  the  same  by  the  nearest  branches  which  can  be  improyed 
by  Canal  or  Lock  nayigation,  to  the  shortest  portage  which  may 
be  found  to  the  Frankstown  Branch  of  Juniatai  at  or  near  the 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XYL  p.  819. 
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month  of  Pofdsr  mn  where  Patriok  C^aaadywnr  livea,  and  down 
the  Frankstown  bmooh  «f  JanUta  to  the  head  of  Water  8treel| 
where  the  Oommusioners  of  last  year  oondaded  the  report  of  their 
work. 

If  any  difficalties  occnr  in  the  execution  of  the  doties  required  of 
you  by  these  Instructions,  you  will  ffive  information  thereof  to  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  that  such  difficulties  may,  if  posaiblei  be 
removed. 

When  yon  have  compleated  the  Business  jon  will  make  report  to 
the  Board  of  your  proceedings,  together  With  an  Estimate  of  the 
Expence  that  may,  in  yonr  opinion,  be  neoessary  to  carry  the  said 
Besolution  into  execution. 

Council  have  thought  proper  to  allow  you  seventeen  ahillings  and 
six  pence  per  diem  for  your  services  in  this  business,  including  your 
personal  expences. 

The  Charges  which  may  necessarily  arise  from  the  hire  of  Horses, 
Boats  and  Assistants  will  be  allowed  by  Council ;  at  the  same  time 
it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  you  to  avoid  every  unneoessiiy 
expence  and  delay. 
Indorsed, 

To  the  Commissioiieta  appointed  to  exploffo  tibe  Weetem  Waters, 
XuBOihy  Madaok,  John  Adium  and  Samud  MaoUy,  Bsqra. 


Pjanu  If umjN  to  Px&BaATXS  in  Conqusa-^Husxabi),  1790. 

The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  House  of  Bopresentatives  of 
the  United  States,  at  Hew  York. 

In  ConncU,  10th  April,  1790. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  you  a' memorial  addressed  to  the 
House  of  Representives  of  the  United  States  by  the  Manufacturer 
of  Mustard  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  to  which  memorial  Council 
request  you  to  give  that  support  which  may  bo  most  consistent  with 
your  Ideas  of  public  Utility. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 

the  greatest  Respeet,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obedient  and  most  hntnMe  Servant, 
'     ^  THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  816,  827. 
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SXORETABT  0?  STATE  TO  PrES.  MiFFLIN,  1790. 

New  York,  April  15th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  of  sending  yon  herein  inclosed  two  copies  duly 
antbenlioated  of  the  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts^  and 
of  being  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect 
your  Bzoellenoy's  most  obedient 

A  moat  humble  servant, 

TH.  JJBPFBRSON.* 
Dtreeted, 
His  Bzoelleney,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


BeORKTARY  Of  WaE  TO  P&ES.   MlPFMN — INDIANS,  1790. 

War  Office,  April  15th,  1790. 
Sir, 

By  direction  of  the  Prencfeni  of  the  United  States  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  yoor  Exoellency  the  copy  of  the  letter  whidi 
has  been  forwarded  to  the  Lienteqant  of  Waahington  County  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylyania. 

Your  letter  of  the  10th  of  Haroh  last  with  the  representation 
which  accompanied  the  same  from  Washington  county  were  laid 
before  the  Congress  Sot  their  information,  ft  has  been  in  oontemp 
plation  to  affoH  as  general  &  efficient  proteetioa  to  the  frontiers  as 
oonld  be  reasonably  expected,  but  the  means  to  that  end  not  having 
yet  been  decided  open  by  Congrese  and  the  season  of  Indian  insure 
sions  fast  approaching,  the  President  has  been  ladneed  to  diieot  (ka 
measure  contained  in  the  enclosed  letter  as  a  temporary  expedient. 
The  same  measure  precisely  has  been  at  the  same  time  extended 
to  the  exposed  ooontiea  of  Virginia  lying  along  the  south  of  the 
Biver  Ohio. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

H.  KNOX,t 

Secretary  of  War. 

JDtrectedt 

His  Ezcellanoy,  the  President  of  the  commonwealth  of  Psnn* 
sylvania. 

♦  CoL  Bee,  VoL  XVI.,  p.  247. 

t  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XVL,  p.  840. 
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Sbohetart  op  Wae  to  Lieutenant  of  Washington  Coumtt— 
Indians,  1790. 

Copy. 

War  office^  April  ISlh,  1790. 
Sir, 

A  Copy  of  a  letter  signed  by  Alexander  AddiscQi,  James  Boss, 
Thomas  RyersoD,  aod  Henry  Taylor,  fear  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county  and  dated  the  25th  of  January  last,  has  been  transmitted  by 
bis  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  by  him  laid  before  Congress  together  with  other  psfen 
of  the  same  nature. 

From  this  letter  it  appears  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county  were  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  Indians  in  like  manner  as 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Virginia  lying  along  the  opper 
parts  of  the  Ohio.  "" 

The  president  of  the  United  States  having  been  induced  on  the 
application  of  some  of  the  said  counties  to  direct  me  to  empower 
the  Lieutenants  of  said  Counties  to  employ  certain  patroles  termed 
Scouts  for  the  protection  thereof,  add  as  it  is  his  desire,  that  the 
protection  should  be  extended  to  all  the  exposed  frontiers,  he  has 
direoted  me  to  transmit  to  you  a  discretionary  power  in  the  like 
manner  as  has  been  transmitted  to  the  counties  of  Virginia. 

I  do  therefore,  Sir,  in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  authorise  yon,  if  in  your  Judgment  the  appearances  of  danger 
are  Such  as  to  require  the  measure  to  call  forth  the  Scouts  hereia 
mentioned  and  under  the  regulation  described. 

1st,  That  the  number  of  men  so  called  forth  shall  not  exoeed  tiie 
number  which  nsually  heretofore  have  been  allowed  by  Virgioia, 
and  upon  no  pretence  to  exoeed  the  number  of  eight  men. 

2d,  That  the  pay  or  expence  of  the  said  Scouts  shall  not  exceed 
the  pay  and  expence  heretofore  usually  allowed  by  Virginia. 

Sd,  That  the  said  Scouts  shall  not  be  continued  in  serrioe  longer 
than  the  exigence  shall  require. 

That  when  the  said  Service  shall  bo  perforined  the  following 
evidence  will  be  required. 

Firstly,  a  return  of  the  names,  ages  and  Residence  of  the  said 
Scouts. 

Secondly,  an  abstract  of  the  pay  of  the  said  Sconts  Specifying 
the  exact  days  in  which  they  were  so  employed.  The  pay  to  be 
regulated  by  the  lowest  price,  in  the  respective  counties,  in  which 
the  service  may  be  performed  and  on  this  point  you  and  the  oon- 
manding  officer  will  be  particularly  aecurate.  I  have  been  informed 
that  58.  Virginia  currency  perr  day,  has  been  given  to  each  of  the 
Sconts.  If  this  high  price  has  been  given,  it  must  form  the  < 
to  be  given  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MNNSTLVANIA  AECHIVB8  1760*  687 

Thirdly,  an  ftcooant  6f  rations^  «8oh  ration  being  Slated  at  not  a 
luffher  rate  than  6p.  per  ration. 

Fonvthljy  ail  these  papers  mnst  be  signed  and  oertified  on  oaib  bj 
tlie  eo»nty  Lieutenants)  or  oomiBaiiding  officer  of  each  eonntj  and 
transmitted  to  Brigadier  General  Hamar  in  order  to  be  delivered 
to  tbe  paymaster  of  his  Regiment  who  will  have  the  aoeoanis  passed, 
and  draw  the  money  for  the  same.  The  money  so  drawn,  to  be 
paid  by  him  to  the  county  lieutenants  who  must  produce  to  him 
the  receipts  of  the  individuals  for  whom  the  money  was  so  drawn*    . 

The  commanding  officer  will  also  issue  a  reasonable  quantity  of 
powder  &  Ball  for  the  said  Soonts  to  the  county  Lieutenants. 

This  measure  is  to  be  considered  only  as  a  temporary  expedient 
until  either  the  danger  ceases,  or  some  general  anrangement  of 
defenoe  shall  be  made.  You  will  please  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  this  letter  and  to  inform  me  of  the  measures  which  you  may 
adopt  in.'oonaequenoe  thereof,  or  of  those  which  were  in  operation  at 
the  time  of  its  receipt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Serv'fc, 

♦Signed,        H.  KNOX, 

Secretary  of  War.   . 
Directed, 

The  Lieuienattt  of  Washington  county,  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Memorial  or  William  Semple,  late  a  Sub-ueitienant  or 
CiTT  or  Philadelphia,  1790. 

The  petition  and  Memorial  of  William  Semple,  late  a  Sub  Lieutenant 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  1790,  To  the  Honble.  The  President 
and  Executive  Council  X)f  Pennsylvania. 

May  it  please  your  Honble.  Body  to  look  back  into  your  records, 
where  you  will  find  that  your  memorialist  was  appointed  a  Snb- 
Lieutenant,  as  set  forth  above,  under  the  Lieutenant  William  Henry, 
Esqr.,  in  the  year  1777.  That  he  was  in  that  employment  at  thd 
time,  when,  after  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  &c.,  the  British  troops 
invested  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  On  the  first  alarm,  after  their 
crossing  the  Kiver  Schuylkill,  when  Congress  and  your  Honble* 
predecessors  left  the  City,  (Mr.  Rittenhouse  being  sent  into  thd 
Country  on  publick  business)  he  had  all  the  monies  and  pubfiok 
papers  of  his  office  (then  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Bittenhouse)  safely 
conveyed  on  board  a  shallop  ready  to  proceed  to  Trenton.  And  thai 
OB  the  day  they  advanced  and  attadked  some  of  our  troops  at  the 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XYI.,  p.  840. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


888  PBNNSrLYANIA  ABCHIVBS  179^. 

Blue  Sen  teTera,  on  tlie  Gkhnaatown  road,  he,  when  done  in  the 
ftctnaf  duties  of  that  office,  had  a  great  many  of  both  paUidc  and 
pnvaie  araui  eoi^ejed  out  of  the  Oi^^ — and  contiDaed  so  kmg  in 
year  aerriee  that  day,  that  he  was  vithin  ten  minntes  of  being  t^JDen 
At  Fiankfort  Bridge,  by  a  paitj  of  the  Boemys  Jight  hone.  The 
night  foUowing,  after  hmng  ordered  by  GoIoBel  HamiHoo,  General 
Washington's  Aid  de  Gamp,  he  followed  and  endeavooriog  in  vain 
to  rally  a  regiment  of  Militia,  he  afterwards  oondaoted  part  of  the 
arms,  fto.,  of  the  City  to  Allentown. 

Abont  this  time,  he  sold  to  Gapt.  Lang,  belonging  to  the  Clothier's 
department,  a  considerable  qaantity  of  clothing,  for  whieh  he  never 
has  been  able  to  prooare  a  final  settlement,  either  by  Mr.  Stille, 
agent  for  Oongress,  or  through  Mr.  NichoUeon,  camptoUer  general 
for  Penn^Wania.  Your  petitioner  humbly  requests  to  know  how 
this  aooonnt  can  be  settled. 

On  the  evaooadon  of  the  Gity  hy  the  British,  he  again  entersd  in 
the  employment  of  his  office,  and  continued  in  it  for  soma  tiaM,  and 
until  he  conceived  that  there  was  not  sufficient  employment,  when 
he  Toluntarily  sent  in  his  commission  and  resignation  to  your  hono- 
rable predecessors.  And  altho'  it  was  not  at  that  time  his  intenUoa 
to  charge  any  thing  for  his  services,  yet  now  that  he  has  experieneed 
a  series  of  misfortunes,  and  is  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  depending 
on  his  friends  for  common  support,  he  hopes  that  the  Honorable  the 
Supreme  £zecntive  Oouncil  of  Pennsylvania  will  see  the  joatioe  and 
propriety  of  allowing  him  the  wages  annexed  to  his  office  for  the 
time  he  served  therein.  And  your  Memorialist  and  Petitioner^  as 
in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray.  &c.l 

WILLIAM  SBMPLR. 

Philadelphia,  15th  April,  1790. 

Directedy 

The  Honble.  the  President,  &  Sxeentive  Gouncil  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.    Present. 


Pass.  HiFSUjn  TO  Sso't  Jefferson'*'— Gession  of  Lands  from 
North  Garouna,  1790. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia^  April  15th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  die  Ri^oeipt  of  your  I^etter  of  the 
6th  Instant,  with  two  Oopies  of  the  Act  of  Gongressi  to  aeoept  a 
Cession  of  the  Chums  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  %  eertaia 
disjtriot  of  Western  Xerritoryi  and  of  the  Aot  t^  pr^ent  the  ejKport- 

^  6ee  page  6S1. 
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ation  of  goods  not  duly  inspected  aooording  to  the  Laws  of  the 
BeYeral  Statee. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be^ 

with  great  Respect,  yonr  obedient 
and  most  humble  Servant^ 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
•  Honorable  Thomas  Jefienon,  tSsqnlro,  Seorekarj  of  State. 


Seo't  Jsffkbson  to  Pass.  UtarLOf'^'DtraMB,  1790. 

New  Tork,  April  19th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  send  yon,  herein  inclosed,  two  copies,  duly 
anthentioated,  of  the  Act  farther  to  suspend  part  of  an  Act  entiti^ 
^  An  Act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  Law  on 
the  Tonnage  of  ships  or  Yessels,  and  ott  Goods,  Wares,  and  Mer-» 
ehandises  imported  into  the  United  States,'*  and  to  amend  the  said 
Act;  and  of  being,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfeet  reqpeet, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  hfumble  servant, 

THO.  JEFFERSON. 
His  Bicellency  The  Presideni;  of  Pennsylvaiiia.* 


P&ES.  MmnjN  TO  Seo't  jEFrBBsoN — vbswul  Abts,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  April  26th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letters,  of 
the  fifteenth  and  nineteenth  iostant,  with  two  Copies  of  the  Act  of 
Congress,  to  promote  the  Progress  of  useful  Arts,  and  of  the  Act 
further  to  suspend  part  of  ail  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the 
Collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  Law  on  the  Tonnage  of  Ships  ot 
Vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  imported  into  the 
United,  [States]  and  to  amend  the  mi  Act. 
With  sentiments  of  perfect  Respect, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLINf 
Honorable  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquire,  Seo'ry  of  State. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  847. 

t  See  page  685--aMi  Col.  Bee.,  Vcd.  XVI*,  p.  847. 
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Edward   Ceawtord,    Jr.,   tq   Sec't   Biddlb-— Mabbiaos 
l40tN8SB;  1790. 

Dr.  Sir, 

Aboat  one  year  ago,  I  ree^d  12  blank  Marriage  LioenoeSy  which 
are  all  disposed  of  and  aoooanted  for  by  me,  except  one. 

The  bearer  here  oi  Mr.  John  Colhoon,  Meroh't,  will  remaiiL  in 
Town  a  few  days,  please  be  so  obliging  as  to  forward  to  me  by  him, 
aboot  the  same  number  for  the  ensaing  year.  Mr.  Colhoon  will 
lodge  at  the  Harp  &  Grown. 

And  I  am  Dr.  sir,  your  .obedient 

And  very  hnmble  Seryant, 

EDW.  CRAWFORD. 

N.B.-^A  Bond  signed  by  John  McDowell  &  John  WUkeo,  jan&, 
was  enclosed  to  me  from  Goandl,  of  the  6  Dee'r  last,  with  direotiooa 
to  get  Alex.  McDowell  Surveyor,  to  sign  the  same  also,  &  have  ii 
recorded,  &c.  I  bare  seen  Mr.  McDowell  of  our  County,  h  he 
knows  nothing  about  the  business ;  It  appears  to  have  been  intended, 
for  Cum'd  Co'y. 

E.  C. 

Ghamberaberg,  26  April,  1790. 
Directed, 

Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Seory.  of  the  Executive  Cooneil,  of  Penn- 
sylvaniQi  at  Philadelphia. 


No.  1. 


COMUIBSIOKXBS  TO  EZASOITK  THE   WESTERN  WATERS,  TO  PrES. 
MlTFLIN,    1790. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  examine  the  Western  Waters, 
pray  the  President  and  Council  will  please  to  grant  them  an  order 
on  the  Treasury  for  three  hundred  pounds — an  order  to  Mr. 
Bitten  house,  to  deliver  to  the  Commissioners  the  states  level — to  Mr. 
Ellicott  to  deliver  them  a  compass  belonging  also  to  the  State — and 
to  the  Commissary  of  stores  to  deliver  such  Tents  &  other  articles 
of  stores  as  he  can  supply  for  the  expedition,  to  be  accounted  for  by 
them. 

T.  MATLACK.* 

April  28, 1790. 
Indorsed, 

1790,  April  26th.    From  Timothy  Matlack  and  John  Adinm, 
*  Col.  Utto.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  847  and  8i». 
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Esquires,  two  of  the  Gommissiooera  appointed,  to  explore  ^e 
Western  Waters,  eDclosing  an  Estimate  of  t^e  supplies  neoessarj 
to  enable  them  to  proceed. 

Read  in  Council,  April  26th,  1790^  and  referred  to  Mr.  Wilsoni 
Mr.  Willing  and  Mr.  Kucher. 
Directedf 

His  Ezoellenoy  the  President  &  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Ne'e. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  proceed  to  Lake  Erie,  pray  th& 
President  and  Council  will  please  to  grant  them  an  oirder  en  the 
Treasury  for  one  hundred  pounds,  to  purchase  some  artieles,  which' 
ought  to  be  procured  immediately. 

T.  MATLACK. 

Philadelphia,  17  April,  1790. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


No.  3. 

Estimate  of  Provisions. 

From  Sunbury  down  to  Middklown,  3  men, 

(&  stay  there)  13  days. 
From  Middletown  to  Sunbury  &  stay  theiie, 
From  Sunbury  to  Mouth  of  Consua, 
8  men,  returning  with  horses, 
From  Consua  to  Juniata, 
Commissioners, 


Men.  Days.  Days. 

39 

5        6        30 

8  51  408 
10  30 
78 


Days  Provisions, 


Provisions. 


26  bis.  of  Flour, 
1501b  of  Chocolate  boxes,  &c., 
160  of  Sugar, 
8001b  of  Pork  &  Bacon, 
Pease  &  Rice, 
Other  small  storeS; 


25  00  00 
8  00  00 
7  10  00 

20  00  00 
2  00  00 
6  00  00 


3 
5 

8    148      444 

1341 


68  10  00 
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50  00  00 
600  00 
2  05  00 

8  00  O0(m«ehtoolov) 

4  00  00 

15  00  00 

112  10  00 

2  06  00 

MW     V*    wv 
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4  Hones,  @  £12  10, 

4  PMk  saddles. 

Axes  &  Adze, 

Hope,  Nuls,  GKmMets  A  <»tlier  smftll 

stores,  not  in  the  Arsenal, 
Casks  for  packing,  &c., 
Boat, 

Men's  pay,  equal  to  30  monUis,  at  75b. 
Baggs,  say  8,  at  5s«  Od. 


N4>  nun  is  estimated,  but  there  mnsl  be  eidier  in  pay 

or  somothing  else  as  Gonpensation. 
Contingent  espenoes. 
And  carriage  across  from  .Qonemanh. 
Carriage,  &.  &o. 
Powder  &  Lead. 


No.  4. 

Estimate  of  time.  days 

On  the  Qnitopahilla  &  Swatara,  ^  7 

To  the  Juniata,  inolndinff  unavoidable  delay  at  Middletown,  B 

To  Sunbury,  including  the  time  for  viewing  Berrv's  Falls, 

McGee's  Half  Falls,  Berger's  riffle  and  Sbamokin  Falls,  6 

At  Sunbury  in  procuring  men  and  korsos,  3 

Up  the  Susquehanna  to  Seunemahoning,  15 ' 

Investigatiug  that  neighbediood,  and  passbg  to  the  month        I  r| 

ofthdConsua,  *  80^^^ 

Szplorittg  the  Consua,  6 

Down  to  the  junction  of  the  waters  with  Fi^inok  Greek,         5 
Ezplorinf  Toby's  Greek,  either  going  or  coming,  10 

Passing  from  Venango,  the  Presquile  and  returning,  20 

Down  to  the  Kiskeminetas,  including  time  for  remarks,        10  >78 
To  Stoney  Creek,  10 

From  Stoney  Creek  to  Juniata,  15 

On  the  Juniata,  8 

days  148 

And  in  this  estimate  very  little  if  any  allowance  is  made  for 
raioy  weather,  and  every  thing  is  supposed  to  go  strait  forward, 
whhont  Ultra  delay  of  any  kind. 
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Copt — Rboeiver  General  to  Comptroller  General^  1790 

John  Nicholson,  Bsq'r, 
Sir, 

Please  to  famish  me  with  the  following  particulars. 

Isty  The  amount  &  number  of  new  Loan  Certificates^  issued  fof 
Continental  Certificates  received  on  Loan. 

Zd^  The  amount  &  number  of  New  Loan  Certificates,  issued  for 
Certificates  of  same  description,  consolidated  or  divided  to  accomodate 
the  parties  to  the  28th  March,  1789. 

3d,  The  amount  &  number  of  Certificates  issued  for  the  deprecia- 
tion of  Pay  due  the  late  Army.         Funded,      )    to  28th  March, 
Do.  Do.  Unfunded,;  '89. 

4th,  The  amount  &  number  of  said  Depreciation  Certificates, 
issued  for  Certificates  of  same  description,  consolidated  or  cut  up  to 
ftooommodate  the  partiea.        Funded,      >    to  28th  Maroh, 
Do.  Do.  Unfunded,)  '89. 

5th,  The  amount  &  number  of  Militia  or  Funded  Debt,  Certifi* 
oates,  issued  for  the  Debts  of  this  State  y^  Act  of  Ist  April,  1784^ 
to  the  28th  March,  1789. 

6th,  The  amount  & .  number  of  said  Funded  Debt  Certificates, 
issued  for  Certificates  of  same  description,  consolidated  or  cut  up  to 
accommodate  the  parties,  to  the  28th  March,  1789. 

7tb,  The  amount  of  Indents  you  have  paid  Thomas  Smith,  Cent 
Loan  Officer,  to  28th  Marchj  1789,  for  account  of  this  State,  &  also 
the  amount  paid  since  that  Period  to  1st  April,  1790. 

8th,  The  Account  of  all  Certificates  issued  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  this  State,  received  by  the  Comptroller  General  for 
aocount  of  this  State,  other,  than  those  received  from  the  Receiver 
General  for  lands  sold  in  the  Old  &  New  Purchase. 

9tb,  An  Account  of  all  Pensions  due  to  the  Invalids  ^  Act  of 
22d  September^  1788,  for  which  warrants  may  yet  issue  to  compleat 
the  payments  to  Ist  May,  1789,  ajpreeable  to  Act  of  27th  March, 

10th,  4q  account  of  all  warrants  issued  by  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  on  the  Treasury,  previous  to  28th  March,  ^89,  that  remained 
outstanding  or  unpaid  ion  said  28th  Mar.,  '89,  &  the  Funds  out  of 
which  tbey  may  bo  payable. 

11th,  An  Account  of  all  the  Exonerations  made  bv  the  different 
Counties  for  State  Taxes,  so  far  as  the  same  may  have  been  furni^h'd 
your  Office. 

All  these  Objects  are  essentially  necessary  for  the  arrangements 
making  in  this  Office.  I  must  beg  your  answer  when  I  mav  expect 
Vol.  XL— 80 
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them  ft  shall  be  oblig'd  by  your  rendering  them  as  speedQj  as 
possible. 

I  am^  Sir,  yours  &a 
Register  Genl.  Office,  26th  April,  1790. 

Indorsed  J 

1790,  April  26th,  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Jno.  Donaldson,  Eeq'r, 
Register  General,  to  John  Nicholson,  Esq'r,  Comptroller  Genenl, 
containing  a  request  to  bo  furnished  with  accounts  of  Certificates. 


Estimate  of  Expenses  by  Commissioners  on  SusQusnAiurA, 
Lehioh^  Schuylkill,  ftc,  1790. 

Estimate  of  the  ezpenoe  by  the  Commissioners  for  exploring  the 
the  N.  E.  Branch  of  Susquehanna,  Leighy,  Schuylkill,  &c.,  in  the 
purchase  of  provision,  payment  of  hands,  &o*,  as  ^  the  list  annexed, 
for  which  they  will  need  mony  advanced. 

The  time  necessary  estimated  at  2}  Months. 

2  pack  horses, 22 

2  ditto.  on  hire  part  of  time,  .  .  5 
4  pack  saddles,  15s.,  .  •  .  «  3 
1  large  Canoe  at  great  Bend,      •        •        •  2 

8J  Cwt.  of  Flour,  30s.,        .        .        •        .  12 15 

53  J  lbs.  Bacon  @  6Jd 14    7  1 

75     "    Chocolate,  Is.  1,       .         .         •         •  4    13 

90     "    Sugar,  70s., 3    3 

Sousong  and  Bohia  tea,  pepper,  Mustard,  &c.,  1 
8  Casks  of  near  half  Barrel,  ea.,                 .  1 

4  large  canvass  bags,  ....  1 

Teakettle,  tins,  ^oons,  &o.,     .  •  15 

Transportation  of  800  lbs.  of  provision  to  near 

the  forks  of  Delaware,  @  208.      .  8 
1  Man  to  assist  in  Surveying  &  other  occasional 

service,  5s., 18 15 

3  Other  hands  @  758.  month,    .        .        .  28    2  6 
Stationary, 1    12 


Exchange  @  10  equal  to  £139  3  paper  m. 

2  Tents, 

2  Campkettles, 


£126  10 
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2  azo8  and  Bomo  Cord  we  suppose  may  be  had  from  the  0.  of 
Military  Stores. 

In  behalf  of  the  s*  OommisBioDerSy 

KBADINft  HOWELL-* 
Phila,  April 27th,  1790. 
Directed, 

To  his  Excellency  the  president  and  Executive  Connoil. 
Indorsed^ 

Head  in  Council,  April  27th,  1790,  and  an  order  drawn  upon  th^ 
Treasurer  for  £139  3  0. 

J.  TRIMBLE,  for 

Oha&u  Biddu,  Seoy^  - 


Report  or  Committek  on  LwrrtiR  or  Oomptrollib  QeneraLi 

1790. 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  letter  of  the  Oomptroller  General 
of  the  13th  Instant^  TOspecting  the  business  to  be  transacted  betweeh 
him  &  the  Comptroller  Oenl.  of  the  United  States^  relating  to  tbe 
exchange  of  Certificates,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  Resolution 
as  proper  to  be  adopted  by  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  Oenl.  be  and  he  hereby  is  in- 
structed on  the  return  of  Certificates  of  debts  of  the  United  States, 
entered  on  tbe  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  which  have  been  assigned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  new  loan  Certificates  presented  to  be  exchanged  therefor, 
to  deliver  therewith  a  letter  of  Attorney  other  proper  instruments 
to  the  party  receiving  such  Certificates  to  the  end  that,  as  tbe  said 
Certificates  are  not  assignable  or  payable  to  bearer  the  party  may  be 
enabled  to  reinvest  the  property  in  themselves  by  a  transfer  oik  the 
books  of  tbe  Treaaary  of  the  Umtad  Statoa 
Indorsed, 

Report  of  a  Committee  on  ibe  Cbmptr.  GenFs  Letter,  Inolosing 
tbe  Letter  of  the  Auditor  Oenl.  of  the  U.  S.  on  th^  (Mibjeet  <a 
Exoh'g  Certificates. 

Bead  Ist  Time,  16th  Jan.,  1790. 

Bead  28th  April,  1790,  and  adopted. 

The  enclosures  lent  to  Mr.  Gallatin  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Investigation. 

*  See  instructions  CoL  Beo.,  YoL  XVL,  p.  846  also  848. 
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Beqisteb  Qekeral  to  Pbes.  Miffun,  1790. 

His  Excellency  fhoniM  Mffflfn^  Bsqfr;  t  the  Hon'ble  Sopreme 

Exeoutite  (>}ttiu3ily 

In  conformity  to  the  12th  Section  of  the  Lair  of  Ist  April,  1790, 
reqniring,  "  that  the  Comptroler  General  &  Register  General  shall 
''once  in  every  month  in  the  presence  of  two  Members  of  the 
''  Supreme  Executive  Council,  examine  all  Certificates  granted  bv 
''  this  State,  tt  received  in  Exchange  by  the  Comptroller  GknerJ, 
''and  after  taking  lists  thereof  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed; 
"such  Certificates jsball  be  delivered  to  the  Register  Oenl.,  for  the 
^  purpose  of  being  cancelled  &  preserved  in  the  manner  aforesaid, 
''  bo*"  I  -have  tl^  honor  to  inform  your  Hon'ble  Board  that  I  am 
ready  to  enter  upon  the  above  duties  whenever  you  shall  think 
proper  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  the  above  purpose. 
1  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  respect, 

yioor  most  obed.  h'ble  serv't, 

JOHN  DONNALDSON. 

Register  General  Office,  May  8, 1790. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r,  in  Council. 
Jndor$ed, 

Read  in  Council,  May  4th,  1790. 


Sbo't  JsimsoN  TO  Pees.  MutoHi  1790. 

New  York,  May  5th,  17M. 
Sir,. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon,  herein  inclosed,  two  eo[Ne8,  dnly 
authenticated,  of  the  Act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
•this  United  States :  also,  of  the  Act  for  regulating  the  military 
«stablishaient  of  the  United  States,  and  of  being,  with  sentiBents  (tf 
the  most  perfect  respect. 

Your  Excellency^  most  obedtieDt 

&  most  humble  servant,* 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  United  Stetes. 
*  Bee  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XYI.,  p.  860. 
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"Piemtov  OF  Thomas  Maetin— Wtominq,  1790. 

To  the  Honorable  Boprame  Exeonfcive  Goancil  of  Jdia  Steie  of  P«t»« 

SWania.    The  Petition  k  remonstrance  of  Thomas  Martin  humbly 
ewethy 

That  your  Petitioner  purohased  his  Land  at  Wioming  under  the 
title  of  the  State,  from  Col.  Obariee  Stewart,  b  that  he  has  li^ed  on 
the  same  for  some  years  past,  in  quiet  j&  peaceful  posseseion^  &  p^p!og 
uniform  Subjection  to  the  I^ws  of  this  Government. 

That  on  the  2 1st  day  of  April  last,  he  was  Summoned  by  the  Civil 
Officer  to  appear  before  Benjamin  Carpenter  &  Chris'r  Hollibert^ 
Esqrs.,{two  Magistrates  of  this  State,  upon  a  Complaint  of  the  Widow 
Stewart,  &  th^  Instancy  turned  bin  &  faiB  hel)>lefla  ftniiy  ooi  of 
his  House  and  plantation,  under  Bome  ]HretDDoe  of  his  having  been 
Her  Tenant  &  living  on  Her  Land. 

That  your  petitioner  never  leas'd  any  Lands  from  Her,  but  held  & 
possess'd  his  Lands  in  his  own  right,  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  pur- 
^ase  under  the  title  of  Pennsylvania,  &  that  he  ba«  never  hei^i4  4ft 
any  title  that  she  pretends  to  set  up,  for  the  Ijaod|  unless  it  be  from 
the  Susquebannah  Oonpanyi  which  was  set  aside  by,  the  Decree  of 
Trenton. 

That  yo«r  Petitionieii  thus  deprived  of  his  Fre^holdi  &  turned  out 
of  Doors  by  the  operation  of  a  Couple  of  Magistrates^  in  a  mmmhrf 
way^and  without  auy  opportunity  of  adducing  his  Wftneeses  to  aeeer«> 
tain  his  right  to  said  Ijind,  huiqbjy.reijuests  jour.  Honorable  Board 
to  Inform  him  whether  the  peacable  Citiienf  of  thip  State  are  tbue 
liable  to  be  disseised  of  their  Freeholds  without  reiAedy  from  ypuf 
Honorable  Body. 

Your  Petitioner^  therefDroi  humbly  requests  the  Interposition  fit 
your  Authority  to  restore  him  to  his  Possession,  &, enquire  into  the 
Oondnet  of  the  said  Magistrates,  &  do  finish  other  things  m  in  youv 
irisdom  you  should  think  proper  &  neccHssary  to.  be  done ;  ft  yoot 
Petitionei^  as  in  Duty  boond^  shall  ^ver  Pray^  Sio,* 

THOMAS  MARTIN. 

Ffcilada^  March  7th,  17^9.      . 


I  have  considered  the  within  petition  and  -examined  tfie  record  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Magistrates  therein  mentioned.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  had  under  an  act  of  Assembly  of  this  State,  &  are 
sufficiently  regular  upon  the  face  of  them  to  justify  the  Magistrates. 
But  if  on  the  hearing,  any  oppression  has  been  used  towards  the 
complainants,  redress  may  be  had  by  information  in  the  6uprem6 
Court,  upon  oath  being  made  of  ,ttie  farts:  ft  if  the  proceedings  are 
not  sufficiently  regular,  they  may  be  quashed  in  the  anne  Court  ft 
the  def  ts  restored  to  their  possession.    I  am  of  opinion  that  nny 

*  flee  Goi  B0^t  Tci.  :iYU  Wk 
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mierteresnm  ef  GonneQ  would  be  ivproper,  vnleaB  it  wen  lo  direct 
an  infonnatioD  or  proflecntion  for  nndae  pnetioe  or  oppre8Bioii|  (if 
fMb  ihsre  liaa  been  in  U»  oondnefc  of  the  Msgutentee.) 

W.  BRADFORD,  Jua. 

lUwd  lal  Time  8di  Maj,  ft  mim^d  to  Y.  P.,  Dr.  Oreg  *  Dr* 
WiUuaa.    Reported  11th  May,  1790. 


Abstiac]*  ov 


ACN30U1IT8  <W   PEWNSTCrAKIA    AGAINST  THB 

UHmp  Statbs,  1790.^ 


Specie.  Oonf  1  Mo. 

Dollars.  Dollars, 

t^jments^  on  BeqnisitioDS,  .    656,226  85      86,454,005  06 

4  lOths  of  1,495,000  DoU'rs  Emis. 
-   June,  1780, .  .    598,000  00 

Paid  in  indents,  .  .        182,662  55 

¥he  OloathiBg  Department,  .    144,870  00        8,950,245  00 

Pay  of  the  armj;        .  .        166,462  88        4,020,204  00 

Beertiitinff,  do,  .  .     863,987  33 

.  Depreciation  of  do.,     .  .     1,568,444  20 

Ordnanoe  k  Military  stores,  .    890,552  00  110,420  00 

MUttitt)  .  .     1,889,716  62  604,910  00 

Horses  purchased  for  the  Army,    .    104,532  63  28,000 

Kcrriilons,  .  97,151  49  <>000  00 

Specific  supplies,  .    788,689  95 

Qnstter  Master's  Department,    .  60,801  00  B7,408  00 

Hospital;  do,        .  8,547  18  1,986  00 

Navy,  .  .        601,982  28  430,806  00 

Powddr  Atfd  Salt  PiBter  Works  & 

Onn  lock  factory,  .  .    101,722  16  fi2,45i0  00 

Contingent  ezpences,  .  .  30,241  41 

Aeoonnts  of  various  descriptions,    .  1,884,534  65        1,140,799  48 
V'lyiogaamp,      .        .  ,         83,146  60 

Prisoners  of  War,  .  ,  472  68 

Apprehending  desertersi  •  332  Q7 

Continental  Csrtifioates  noelTed  in 

.    taw,      .    .  •  .  62,074  36  8,000  00 

Invalid  Peniioners,.  .  .      61,018  60  3,740  00 

Pensions  to  Widows  and  Children,      68.000  00  19,450  00 

Foi^ificati^ll^,       •  .  •    154,860  00  18,490  00 

£xpiess^S|      .  ...  .    7,668  <2 

*  8««  letter  to  delegates  eiuik8iagit-.CoI  Ese.,  Vol.  XYI.,  p.  869. 
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Barracks,  .      .      .  •      16,725  80 

Paid  Interest  on  Certificates  of  the 

United  States,         ,  ...      434^65  70 

Paid  sundry  officers  of  The  United 

States,  .....  68,052  61 
Do.,     Mease  &  Caldwell,    Gen}. 

Hand,  &ca.,  '        ,  .  .54,'880  00 


9,427  00 


Amount, 


10,642,403  40      47,010,138  00 


Bbtiirm  or  Military  STOKBS,.or  Pshnstlvania,  Mat  12tb, 

.1790,    . 


Wood  Axes, 

2 

Bayonet  Belts, 

261 

Brushes  and  Wires, 

2042 

Gartrid'g  Musket  loaded. 

•       1     • 

1400 

Cartoooh  Boxes, 

.        276 

Canteens, 

205 

Crow  Bars, 

2 

Carbines,     .* 

2 

Cutlasses,. 

186     ^  i 

Ounners  belts, 

9 

Handspikes, 

8 

Knapsacks, 

205 

Hammers, 

6 

Leather,  half  sides,  . 

^ 

2 

Musket  Locks, 

500 

Ladles, 

6 

Muskets, 

40 

Slow  match,  fibs., 

77 

Measures,  powder. 

6 

Pouches,  Rifle, 

814 

Sheets  of  Cartridge  Paper, 

Cannon, 

11 

Scfew  drivers, 

339 

Qun  Scrapers, 

6 

Cannon  Searchers,    . 

1 

Grape  ahot, 

335 

Bound  Shot  12  pdrs.. 

130 

9  pdra  do., 

821 

6  pdrs.  do., 

514 

Dott.  bead  Shot, 

231 

Chain  do.. 

22 

Star  do., 

•  44 

Ordnance  Brass,  12  pdrs., 

2 

Digitiz 
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Ordnance  Iron,  6  pits., 

•           • 

6 

Ditto  6  pdrs., 

16 

Musket  Ball,  a  large  qaantitj 

}    •            * 

Side  lanterns, 

13 

Hand  do.  small; 

1 

Pistols, 

8 

Shovels, 

60 

Spades, 

20* 

Tents  horseman's. 

3 

Do.  common, 

154 

Do.  poles,  long, 

66 

Ditto,  short, 

38 

Truck  Wheels,  iron. 

14 

Clocks  weighta,  iroB, 

442 

Sash  do.,  do., 

106 

Worms  Screws, 

826 

Scales,  pairs  of  small, 

I 

Weights  Brass^ 

1 

Camp  Kettles, 

4 

Pikes, 

86 

Blunderbusses, 

4 

Tin,  sheets  of, 

56 

Tube  Boxes, 

fc 

8 

Wooden  Maul, 

* 

1 

Wedges  iron, 

, 

2 

They  are  stored  in  my  House  near  the  George 

Tavern, 

,iaAiA 

atreet  and  in  the  State  house  ^seller,  and  at  the  Ar 

seulia 

tluCoa- 

mona  near  Chesnut  Street. 

JOSEPH  STILES 

1,  G.  M.  Staves. 

PRSS.  MlfFUN  TO  SeOT.  jEFFSaSONj   1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia  May  Idth^  1790. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of 
the  5th,  instant*  with  two  copies  of  the  Acts  of  Congress  ^  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States''  and  for  reg- 
ulating the  Military  establishment  of  the  United  States. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with 

great  Respect  your  obedient 
'   and  very  humble  Servant, 
Directed,  THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Honorable  Thomas,  Jefferson,  Esq.,  Secy,  of  State. 
-  *  See  page  ^M. . 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ISHNSniTAKIA  AECHIVB8  1790.  VX 

€ 

Portrait,  1790. 

The  EitecotORi  of  the  will  of  the  late  Doctor  Frankliiiy  present 
their  most  respectful  compliments  to  the  President  of  the  Supreme 
SjMcatiye  Couneily  and  pray  they  may  be  made  aoqaaibted  with 
tiieir  pleadure  reapeoting  a  bequest  of  the  said  Testator  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

<'  My  picture  drawn  by  Martin  in  1767, 1  give  to  the  Snpram^i 
'^  Exeoiitif  e  Oounoili  of  PenaeylTaBia,  if  they  shall  be  pleamd  to 
'<  do  me  the  honour  of  aoeepting  it,  &  fiacing  it  in  their  chamber.'^ 
DirecUd, 

The  President  of  the  Supreme  Ezecative  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
tania. 


Boir^H  ]>BAFT  Off  Pbss.  MiffIiIei'b  IIeplt  to  Dr.  FBANKLnr's 
Bz«auT0R8,  1790. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  have  received 
the  Extract  from  Doctor  Franklin^s  Will,  m  which  his  Portrait 
drawn  by  Martin  in  1767,  is  ofiered  for  their  acceptance. 

The  services  rendered  by  that  illustrious  Citizen  to  his  country 
during  a  long  and  active  Life,  have  raised  a  monument  of  Gratitude 
and  affection  to  his  memory,  which  cannot  be  improved  by  Art  nor 
destroyed  by  Time.  But  the  present  instance  of  his  regard  is 
peculiarly  pleasing  to  a  Body,  of  which  all  the  members  have  been 
informed  by  his  wisdom  and  many  have  been  honoured  by  his 
Friendship. 

We  cannot,  therefore,  hesitate  in  declaring  our  cordial  acceptanea 
of  die  Legacy;  which  being  placed  in  the  Gouneil  Chamber  may 
beoome  a  public  Benefit ;  and  lead  from  contemplating  the  picture 
to  an  imitation  of  the  patriot. 

Directed, 

The  Executors  of  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Doctor 
Benjamin  Franklin. 

lndor9edf 
May  14, 1790.  Executors,    HENRT  HILL, 

JOHN  JAY, 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON,  Esqr., 
EDWARD  DUFPIELD, 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  May  11,  Vcl,  XVI.,  p.  868. 
t  See  Col.  Bee.,  Yol.  XVI.,  pp.  858,  861. 
30* 
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LnuT.  Joflcn  Toeebhob  or  FATim  Co.,  to  -Bmfr  Busoue, 

1790. 

Hty  2401, 1790. 

You  will  please  to  observe  in  tfae  Inclosed  retoni  that  the  aab- 
altern  Officers  of  the  fourth  Companj  of  the  third  Batalioo  is  jet 
vacant  arising  from  the  retam  not  yet  being  made  to  nke  as  also  Na 
6  of  the  fourth  Batalioo  is  not  yet  Chosen,  arising  from  some  con- 
troversy in  the  eleetioo,  there  is  a  company  to  be  added  to  eadi, 
vi«:  first,  third  &  fourth  Batalions,  bat  as  the  Ooonty  waa  never 
districted  it  takes  some  time  to  have  the  Militia  Organised,  if  it  is 
consistent  I  would  be  glad  to  have  Blank  oommissionB  forwarded  for 
the  rest  of  the  Officers,  but  if  otberways  I  perhaps  may  be  able  to 
make  the  returns  by  Nathaniel  Brading,  Esq.,  member  of  Gooneil 
for  our  County.  I  would  request  the  commissions  to  be  forwarded 
by  the  bearer,  Doctor  Robert  MoCIure,  who  will  be  a  safe  convey- 
SDoe  for  the  same.  We  afe  in  a  great  [confusion]  and  void  of 
regularity,  but  I  hope  to  have  the  Law  attended  to  in  respect  of  the 
Militia. 

I  am^  Sir,  with  respect, 

Your  very  humble  Servt., 

JOSEPH  TOliRENCE. 
Directed^  • 

Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 


John   Nicholson  to  Pees.   Mifflin — ^DEPREdAtroN  Lots, 

1790. 

Philad'a,  May  28th  1790. 
Sir, 

From  the  same  desire  to  raise  the  price  of  the  BepreciatioQ  tots  of 
The  state  at  Public  sale  that  actuated  me  when  the  City  Lots  wero 
selling  Qipon  which  I  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  addressing  joa 
before^*)  I  bid  them  up  in  doing  which  sixteen  have  been  struck  off  to 
me  in  Ulden  district,  in  these  also  I  would  wish  to  leave  to  the  choice 
of  your  Honorable  Board,  whether  I  shall  be  considered  in  the 
situation  of  other  purchaisers  or  whether  they  shall  be  considered  aa 
the  property  of  the  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  very  great  respect,  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  Servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Directed^ 
His  Excell'y  the  Presd.  in  Council. 

*  fiee  page  690 ;  aUo  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  XVI.,  pp.  94  and  S76, 
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SxoV  jBVfBRsoN  TO  Pus.  MiXBxnr^  1790. 

New  York,  May  28th,  1790. 
Sir, 

%1  haT6  the  hoiKxr  to  send  Too  henin  endofled^  two  eopies  duly 
antbentieatody  of  the  Act  for  the  Governaieiit  of  the  territory  of  the 
Uoited  Statesy  Bo«th  of  the  ri7er  Ohio ;  Also,  of  the  Aot  to  oontinu^ 
Itt  fcree  the  aettmaeed  at  the  hut  aeesieo  of  Gongrees,  entitled,  ^'Ai^ 
^' Ael  to  regdate  prooeesee  in  the  Goorta  of  the  United  Statee ;  ^'aleo  of 
the  Aot  t(^  provide  for  loitigating  or  remitting  the  forfeitunee  and 
penaltiee  aoonung  under  the  revenue  Laws  in  certain  cases  therein 
mentioned;  also^  of  the  Aot  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  the 

Eblio  Acts,  lECecords,  and  Jadioiaf  proceedings  in  each  State  shall 
authenticated  so  as  to  take  effect  in  every  other  State;  and 
of  being  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect^ 
Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant| 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Directedj 

His  Ezoell'y  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pees.  Mutmn  to  Sio't  Jefferson,  1790. 

In  Gouncil, 

Philada.,  Jane  8rd,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  Letter  of  the 
twenty-Mghth  of  last  month,  inclosing  two  Copies  (^  the  several  Acts 
of  Congreas  nndermentioned,  Yist. :  An  act  for  the  Government  of 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States,  South  of  the  River  Ohio. 

An  Aot  to  continue  in  force  the  Act  passed  at  the  last  Sessions  of 
Congress,  entitled  An  Aot  to  regulate  processes  in  Uie  Gourtsof  the 
United  States. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  forfeitures  and 
penalties  accruing  under  the  Revenue  Laws  in  Certain  cases  therein 
mentioned — and  An  Act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  the  public 
Acts,  Records  and  Judicial  proceedings  in  each  Stete  shall  Do  au- 
thenticated. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 

great  respect^  Sir,  your  obedient 

and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

THO.  MIFFLIN. 
Dirrctedf 
Honorable  Tho.  Jefknon,  Esquire,  Secretory  of  State. 
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Aattmvw  BuMcnx  xoi  Ites.  Muomi^  li79(^. 

Philadelphia,  Jane  Sd,  1790. 
Qentlemen, 
1b  order  Uy  galtsfy  the  ladtaiM.  and  lusvre  tafe^  to  mywtU,  and 

rrt J,  in  the  exeeation  ef  the  rerave  ef  OdDgresa  of  Jiue  Mi,  1788, 
think  it  wUI  be  neeeflMirj  to  have  a  copy  of  the  Dead  giipen  hy 
ifae  Seneoas,  to  Messrs.  Batler^  and  Oibeen,  Oonmiatf OBera  en  behalf 
ef  ilie  Stete  of  Pennsyhania,  for  eertain  lands  lying  en  the  aoath 
aide  of  Lake  Brie,  and  west  of  the  Oeaawango  Ri^r,  Mid  t^ 
Carrying  plaee  between  Lake  Gbanghtaiaghqae>  and  Lake  Erie."*^ 
I  am  Gentlemen,  your  Hbl.  Serr^,* 

AU DREW  ELLICOTT. 
Dtrecied, 

His  Ezoellencyi  The  President  and  Sopreme  EzecQti?e  Coancil| 
Pennsylvania. 
Indorsed^ 

Vl90,  June  9d.    From   Andrew  EUieott,  Esquire.    Bead  in 
Council  June  4th^  1790^  and  agreed  to  grant  the  request 


Invitation  o»  Colubox  or  PaniAPELPgTA.  »>  Gohmbnoxmirt, 

1790. 

College  of  Philad'a,  June  7th,  1790. 
His  Excellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Ezeoutive  Council  of 
the  Oommenwealth.  of  PemngrlvaBia,  are  requested  lo  lioneaff  the 
OoMege  with  their  Oompasij  at  the  Medical  C6minenc$memi,  to  bs 
lieU  in  i^  College  HaU  to  Morrow,  at  10  o'CkN^  A.  M. 

WILLIAM  SMIOB, 

ftovost  of  the  College. 
Directedj 

His  Exeellenoy;  the  President  and-  supreme  asaontiye  Coaicil, 
Pennsylvania. 


Ko.  2. 

Uniyewity,  June  7kh,  1790. 
The  Faculty  of  the  UniYersity  of  Pennsylvania,  present  their 
CompUmente  to  hia  Excellency  the  President,  and  Hononiable 

*  «••  Pf«a42Wa8,  also  Col  Bes^  V<rt,  XVt,  f .  »?5. 
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lldtiiber»  of  ihA  Sbpfemo  Bzoadm  ComdiI  oi  tlie  Slate;   mtt 
request  the  Favour  of  their  Oo«ifMaij  ft(  a  puUie  SzauiMitiett  ol 
Gaodidates  for  degrees  in^  tbe  sets  aad  ia  tiedioine,  to  be  held  in 
the  Hall  of  the  Umvwsitj  tOi-morrow  morning  at  10  o'Clock.* 
Dtrecied^ 

Hi&  EfzceHenoy  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  Pennsylvania.  . 


Sbo't  Jeffxrson  to  Pbes.  MimiNy  1790. 

Wew  York,  June  SA,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon,  herein  inclosed,  two  copies,  duly 
aut&endcateii^  d  tie  Aet-  for  the  encouragement  of  leamiDg,  by 
securing  the  copies  of  Maps,  Charts  and  Books  to  the  authors ^ana 
yio^etars  of  sQoh  eo|Nes,  daring  the  time  tbereiB  MOntitined;  also, 
of  the  Aol  for  finally  adjusting  apd  satisfying  the  duuns  ef  Froderiob 
William  de  Steuben :  also,  of  the  Aet  for  giving  effect  to  aa  Aet 
iatitoled  ^<  An  Act  to  estehlish  the  Judiciia  Goarta  of  the  United 
^tales''  vithin  the  State  of  North  CaroUoa;  alse^of  the  Act  anpple^ 
mental  to  the  Act  for  establishing  the  Salaries  of  the  Szeoutiyo 
effinesa  of  GevcBraineat,  with  their  Assistants  and  Gkrl»».and  of 
being,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect^ 
Tour  Ezeenenoy 's  most 

obedient  A;  most  obedient  servant, 

TH.  JBFIEBSON.t 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 


SEo'T^Jsn'snsosr  to  Pres.  MuvuNi  1799. 

New  York,  June  17th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  herein  inclosed,  two  copies,  duly 
authenticated,  of  the  Beeolution  respecting  the  arrears  of  pay  due  t^ 
the  troops  of  the  lines  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina ; 
also,  of  the  Act  for  givine  effect  to  the  several  Acts  therein  mentioned, 
in  respect  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  plantations ; 
also,  of  the  Act  for  relief  of  Thomas  Jenkins  and  company;  also, 
of  the  Besolution  for  the  publication  of  treaties  made,  or  whieft 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  396. 
t  See  Col.  Rcc.,  Vol.  XVt.,  p.  881 
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ilMll  be  nMde,  nbder  tbe  autiraiityof  the  UnOed  SUtea,  tnd  of 
beiig  with  Bentiments  of  the  mort  perfeot  leepect, 
Tonr  BxceUene/a  most 

obedient  ft  most  bumble  servanti 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
His  Exoellenej  The  President  of  Pennsylyania. 


PRIS.  HiTFLIN  to  Sec'T  JErFBRSON,  1790. 

.  In  Coancili 

Philadelphia;  June  17th,  1790. 
Sir,^ 

I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  yonr  Letter  of 
the  8th  of  Jane  instant,  inclosing  two  Copies  of  each  of  the  nnde^ 
mentioned  Acts  of  Congress,  riit. : 

An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  Learning,  by  seoaring  the  Copies 
of  Haps,  Charts  and  Books,  to  the  Authors  and  Proprietors  of  sneh 
G<^ies  during  the  time  therein  mentioned. 

An  Aot  for  finally  adjusting  and  satisfying  the  Claims  of  Frederick 
Wm.  De  Steuben. 

An  Act  fojr  giving  effect  to  an  Act  entiiled  An  Aot  to  establish 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  [An]  Act  supplemental  to  the  Act  for  establishing 
the  salaries  of  the  Ezecutiye  Officers  of  Goyemment.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be, 

wiih  great  Respect,  Sir, 

your  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 
THOMAS  HIFFLINT. 
Honble.  Thomas  Jefferson^  Esquire,  Secretary  of  State. 


County  Commissionees  to  CouNdir— Solitakt  Cells,  1790. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Ezecutiye  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen : 

The  Commissioners  for  the  County  of  Philadelphia  request  that 
Council  will  be  pleased  to  draw  Orders  on  the  State  Treasurer  for 
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tlie  8am  ef  K?6  Hundred  PMHub,  wUohy  by  Ihe  A«fc  to  rtfom  tha 
Penal  Lawa  of  thia  Stato,  ia  approfuriated  to  the  uae  of  BuiUuig  CeUftr 
aad  Walla  in  the  Tard  of  the  Goal  of  thia  County. 
By  Order  of  the  Board, 

GEORGE  HONBF,  Junr.,  Clerk  * 
Philada.,  June  22d,  1790. 
Directed^ 

Hia  Exoellenoy  Thbabaa  Mifflin,  Eaqr.,  Proaiden^  Aa.,  Ae. 


Sect.  Jjrfpeeson  to  Pres.  Mifflin — Courts,  1790. 

New  York,  Jtine  25th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  aend  yon  herein  inclosed  two  oopiea  dnly  au- 
thenticated of  the  Aot  for  giving  e£Pect  to  an  Act,  intituled  <<  An  Act 
to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,''  within  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  plantations,  and  of  being  with  aen- 
timents.of  the  most  perfect  respect 

your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  k  most  humble  aervut, 

TH.  JEFFERSON.f 
Direcfedf 
llis  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Secretary  of  War  to  Pres,  Mifflin— Indians,  1790. 

War  Office,  July  8d,  1790. 
Sir, 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  your  Excellency  that  Colonel  McGillivrayt  and  a  number 
of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation-,  are  on  their  way  to  thia 
City,  and  that  they  will  probably  come  through  Philadelphia,  accom- 
panied by  Colonel  Maurinus  Willett. 

As  these  chiefs,  particularly  Colonel  McGillivray,  influence  entirely 
the  councils  of  the  powerful  nation  of  the  creeks.  The  President  is 
desirous  tlutt  they  ahbuld  experience  every  proper  civility  and  kind- 
ness.— He  is  persuaded  that  your  Bixcellency  will  have  the  gcodneaa 

*  See  Col.  Req.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  388. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  892. 

t  Bee  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  80^,  404,  406. 
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to  forwHri  his  riews  !a  ibis  rmpmbj  $mi  He  Aiacekre  Bm  danni 
me  to  immiimikI  them  wHih  Ooioqel  WilkU  to  joma  attontkuft. 
I  have  the  boiier  to  be 

your  BmrnXk^ey'i^ 

most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

H.  KNOX, 

Sec'y  of  War. 
Directed^ 

His  BxcellMioy;  Psesident  Mifflin,  FUladalpUa. 


,IJM|mi/tlTION&  TQ  GHA9.  PjETTIT— U.  S.   ACCOUNTS,  1790. 

In  Connoily 

PUlwMpUa,  July  «tb,  1790. 

Sir, 

The  Supreme  Ezecutivo  Couuoil  of  Pennsylvamft  confiding  in 
your  Ability,  Industry  and  Integrity  have  this  day  elected  yon  He 
Agent  to  settle  the  Aocounts  of  this  Stato  witil  the  Unitod  States. 

They  have  lastntcted  the  Treawrer,  Gom|^troller  and  Begister  to 
give  you  Aeeess  tosueh  Books,  Beoords  &  Papers  in  their  respective 
offices  as  may  relate  to  the  accounts  abovementioned  and  they  have 
directed  them  to  furnish  you  with  such  Transoripts  and  Documts. 
as  you  may  judge  necessary  to  the  Settlemt.  of  the  public  aoots. 

We  do  not  think  it  expedient  at  this  time  to  give  you  particukr 
Instructions  on  the  Subject — We  have  only  to  recommend  to  you  to 
exert  yourself  in  preparing  for  the  adjustmt.  and  final  Settlemt  of 
the  State  acets.  and  from  time  to  time  give  ne  Information  of  your 
Progress  in  the  Business  and  of  any  Difficulties  which  may  oocar 
thei«m. 


SsoasTABX  JsffEESON  TO  Peis.  Mivflin,  1790. 

New  York,  July  6th,  179a 

-  I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  herein  iaoloeed  two  oopicB  duly 
anthenticaled  of  the  act  pvovkting  ^  mieaDs  of  Inieeroourae  between 
the  United  States,  and  foreign  nations;  also  of  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  Nathaniel  Twining;  also  of  the  act  to  satisfy  the  chums  of  John 

*  Sco  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  411. 
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MeOord  sgaimft  the  UAitod  Steta,  and  of  being  wHk  nnttaieiiii  of 
the  inoeA  perfeei  respeet^ 

year  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

&  most  humble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON, 
Dirtcied^ 

His  ExeelleiM^  The  PreaideBt  of  Pennsyhanuu 


SiOBiTABT  JnraRSON  TO  Fkss.  MntTJN— Census,  1790. 

New  York,  July  9th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  faavd  the  honor  to  send  yon  herein  inclosed  two  copies  duly 
atitbentioated  of  the  act  for  giving  eifect  to  an  act  intituled,  "  an  act 
providing  fbr  the  enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States," In  respect  to  the  State  of  Khode  Island  and  Providence 

{plantations;  also  of  the  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of 
and  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  and  of  being  with  sentiments 
of  the  most  perfect  respect, 

your  Bzeellenoy's  most  obedient 

&  moat  humble  serraoiy 

TH,  JBFPBR80N. 
Directed, 

Hia  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania^ 


Xt.  BfitNARB  Sublet  tropRM.  Miitlxn— iNDXAif  murder,  1790. 

Northumberland,  July  12th,  1790. 
Sir, 

This  Day  I  received  a  Letter  with  an  applioation  or  Request,  sign'd 
by  Robfrt  Fleming,  Esqr.,  and  Twenty  six  Inhabitants  at  or  near 
Pine  Creek,  settiog  fortbl  that  on  account  of  the  murder  Committed 
laiely  there  upon  some  Indians,  the  Inhabitants  of  Pine  Creek  for 
Seventeen  miles  from  its  mouth,  have  Deserted  their  Habitationa 
dreading  danger  from  the  Indian  Hunters  bow  on  the  Head  Wafters 
of  said  Creek,  and  if  some  speedy  method  is  not  adopted  to  aeeote 
the  Inhabitaata^  they  are  appreheoflive  the  settlement  will  be  ramed 
they  therefore  requested  me  to  send  them  about  Thirty  «r  Forty  men, 
with  Arms,  Ammunition  &  Proviasioi^  in  order  that  they  might  if 
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poflriblfl  aeeoite  their  Orops,  and  Preserre  the  Seltlemeat  from  enltrefy 
breaking  ap.    I  herewith  enclose  a  Copy  of  my  aiunrer  to  th^n. 
I  have  the  honor  to 

Sabficribe  myself  Sir,  yonr 

eyer  Obd't  Humble  Servant, 

BER'D  HUBLEY, 
Directed f  lieat  Norht'd  Gonnty.  ^« 

His  ExcellenojTfae  Presid't  or  Tice  Presid't  in  Connoil. 


Lt.  Bebnabb  Hublbt  to  Inhabitants  of  Pinb  Crbbk— 
Indian  MUBStEm  1790. 

Northum'd,  July  12th,  1790. 
Oehtlemen^ 

Your  Letter  of  the  10th,  Inst,  with  the  Inclosed  request  I  this  day 
received  but  cannot  comply  therewith,  every  Thing  in  my  power  to 
the  welfare  of  our  County  I  will  always  endeavour  cheerfully  to  do. 
In  this  Instance  I  can  do  nothing  without  the  Immediate  Directions 
from  Council,  were  I  to  attempt  anything  of  the  kind  to  send  you 
Troops  for  your  Protection,  it  would  rather  be  considered  among  the 
Indians  that  we  intended  Hostilities  with  them,  I  am  sorry  and  feel 
the  distresses  of  those  who  may  become  sufferers  by  the  breaking  op 
of  the  settlement,  had  tho  Indians  been  the  Perpetrators  of  such  a 
horrid  Deed  a»  the  Walker's  oonmitted  I  should  not  hesitate  a  mo- 
m^^p  to  send  mtoh  jralief  as  might  be  requisite,  and  then  only  to  set 
upon  the  Defensive,  It  would  be  Imprudent  and  Impolitic  as  the 
affair  stands,  to  send  any  armed  Force ;  had  the  Walker's  been  ap- 
prehended, it  would  have  plainly  proven  to  the  Indians  that  the  People 
in  General  are  well  disposed,  I  am  sorry  for  the  good  Disposed  in  your 
Parts  that  yonr  situation  renders  yon-  so  liable  to  danger  on  aocount 
of  some  bad  Characters  living  near  you ;  were  an  armed  Force  to 
fppefir  up  there,,  it  would  meet  with  a  bad  tendency -to  the  Commia> 
sioners  who  are  out  exploring  the  waters }  Coll.  Wilson  immediately 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  affair  sent  off  an  Express  to  Gouncil|  the 
return  of  which  is  now  daily  expected. 

,  I  remain  Gentlemen^our 

most  Obedient  Humble  Serv't, 

BER'D  HUBLEY, 
Lieut.  North'd  County. 

Bob't  Fleming  Esqr.  Col.  Jno.  Chatham  and  other  Inhabitenta  aft 
MXki  near  Pine  Creek  North'd  County. 
Direeied, 

Bh  Bxcellenoy  The  President  or  Yioe  P^estd't  in  OounoQ  State 
.of  Pennsylvamia. 

*  See  Col.  Re'c,  Vol.  XVI.  pp,  896,  897,  898. 
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Sec't  Bidbijb  to  Gol.  DfAUBiNirfl  Wtlljo^Imjajsis,  1790. 

Secretary's  Office,' 

Philada.,  Jnlv  15, 1790. 
Sir, 

The  PresiiJaiit  &  Caaiieil  of  this  state  have  reeuved  a  letter  fiDm 
tlie  Secretary  at  War*  aoqoaintiDg  them  that  Colo.  McOiUivMj  and 
a  namber  of  the  PriDcipal  Chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  aoeonipanied 
by  yoa»  are  expected  to  pass  thro'  this  City  on  your  way  to  Nen 
York.  You  wiU,  oblige  me  by  informing  om  from  fialtiiaore  at  what 
time  you  expect  to  be  in  this  City. 

I  am,  Bit,  with  great  Sespect, 

Your  most  obedient  and  hnmble  Servant, 
CHAS.  BIDDLE,  Seo'y.* 
To  Oolonel'  Manrinva  Willet 


College  of  Psnnstlvania  to  Counoil,  1700. 

College  of  Philadelphia,  Jnly  15th,  1790. 
The  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  the  College  of  Philadelphia  request 
to  be  honoured  with  the  Company  of  his  fixoelleiicy  the  President 
and  Supreme  Ezecutiye  Council,  at  a  Commencement  to  be  held  in 
tbe  College  Hall  on  Saturday  Morning  next,  at  Nine  (VClodc. 

WILUAM  SMITH,  ProT08t,Ao.t 
JDirededf 

To  his  ExoeellcDoy  the  President  and  Supreme  Sxeoative  CounaQ 
of  the  Oofantonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pms.  MrrruK,  to  Sbc/t  of  War— Indians,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  July  15, 1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  f4  th0 
Sd  inat*,t  informing  Council  thst  Mr.  McOilUtray  and  several  otller 
Chieb  of  the  Creek  Nation  of  Indians,  are  on  theur  way  to  Congress 
on  public  buaiBess.  Should  they  pass  thro'  this  Cifcy,  you  may 
assure  the  President  that  every  proper  attentiiQii^  will  be  paid  to  tkiem 
by  the  Government  of  this  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to. be,  with  great  respect, 

yow  most  obedient  and  humble  servant 

Honorable  Henry  Kiiox,  Esquhre,  Secretary  at  War. 

.    *  See  paees  7Q7»  *^a]io.  gee  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XYL,  pp.  Mfi,  404,  40& .  i 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Yol.  XYL,  p.  408. 
t  See  page  707. 
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Sfeo'T  JsnOBflON  TO  Pasb.  MiFfLnr,  1790. 

New  York,  July  19th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  h%r^  ih«  bonor  to  send  youi  herein  ineYofled,  two  eop!e0,  dnlj 
Au^entieated,  of  the  Aoi  for  Odtablishing  the  temporarj  and  perma- 
Mnt  (Mat  of  tbo  Gkiremracmt  of  the  United  States :  Alao,  of  the  Ael 
forther  to  pfottide  for  the  payment  of  the  Invalid  Pdnaionera  of  the 
United  StatM,  and  of  b^ing,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfeofi 
respect, 

Yonr  Ezoellenoy's  most  obedient 

&  most  hamble  scryant, 

Tfi.  JEFVBB80N.* 

His  Ezoellenoy  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


IlTDIAV  PRI60NIB8  TO  Sbo'T  BiDDCB,  1790. 

We  Jamas  Oresswell  and  Ann  his  Wtft  iR4th  two  Obtldrsn, 

Walter  Oreswall  and  Margaret  hie  Wife  and  one  Child,  David 
Mears  and  Elisabeth  his  Wife  and  throe  Children  and  John  Svans, 
hMj  residanta  in  the  County  of  Hantiogdon,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, do  most  earnestly  raqnast  that  yonr  HottOfy  will  bava  tk 
goodness  to  make  public,  as  soon  as  possible,  that  we  were  made 
prisoners  on  the  27th  day  of  June  last,  within  7  Miles  of  ^Limestone 
Landing  on  the  Ohio  River^  by  a  party  of  Ssganan  Indiana  18  in 
Number,  who  stripped  us  of  all  our  goods  and  Effects,  tied  ns 
together  by  the  Necks  &  brought  us  on  the  2^  of  the  Present 
Month  of  July  to  Detroit,  on  our  way  to  the  Saganan  Village  on 
Lake  Huron.  That  Major  Smith  of  the  5th  Regimt  commuiding 
«t  that  Post,  assembled  the  said  Indians  k  vs  their  pnsoners.  And 
'«lter  a  talk  of  some  Length,  tho  War  Chief  made  a  present  of  xb  all 
to  the  said  Commandant,  who  instantly  gave  us  onr  nreedom,  ordered 
us  a  house  to  live  in,  with  new  bedding  ft  clothing  for  ourselves  and 
ffcttilys,  together  with  provision!^  Kettles,  firing  b  every  thing 
necessary  for  a  comfortable  subsistence,  until  he  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, of  conveying  ns  safely  back  to  some  of  the  American  Posts. 
We  have  no  Tiew  in  desiring  this  to  be  made  public  except  for 
the  information  of  our  Belations  &  friends  and  thatof  aokaowkKlging 
to  all  the  World,  our  gratitude  and  sense  of  obligation,  for  the 
ineatianaUe  blaesi^g  of  Liberty  A  happiaeiRs,  we  now  eajoyj  thiongh 

*  Sae  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  408. 
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ih^  intetMnlmi  b  hanMuw  HgpoAum  of  Hia  BritaMudc  Hajestgrs 

OoBimaiidftnt  at  Hub  Port. 

JAMBS  ORESSWfiLL, 
WALTER  CRBSSWBLL, 
JOHN  M  EVANS,  Mark. 
'       DAVID  MEARS. 
Be  please  to  Notify  also  that  John  Canada,  half  Brother  to  Jas. 

Oresewell  was  taken  by  the  same  party  &  left  at  Olaze  Town  on  the 

Toway  River,  And  that  orders  will  soon  be  sent  from  heaee  lo  hate 

him  brought  to  Detroit  also. 

Detroit,  26tk  Jaly,  1790. 
Directed, 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  State,  of  Penpsylvania. 


Sio't  JjBiTEBBOBr  TO  Pbes.  Mifflih — DUTDSS,  &c.,  1790. 

New  York,  27th  July,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  hare  tfie  honor  to  send  you  herein  enclosed  two  oopies  duly 
authenticated  of  an  act  imposing  Duties  on  the  Tonnage  of  ships  or 
Vessels;  also  for  an  act  for  the  Oovemment  and  Regulation  of 
Seamen  in  the  Merchants  Serrice;  also  of  an  act  to  amend  the'aet  for 
the  Establishment  and  support  of  Light-houses,  Beacons,  Buoys 
and  Public  Piers ;  also  of  an  act  to  regulate  Trade  and  Intercourse, 
with  the  Indian  Tribes ;  also  of  an  act  providing  for  holding  a 
Treaty  or  Treaties  to  Establish  Peace  with  certain  Indian  tril^; 
and  of  being  with  Sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient, 

and  Most  humble  Servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON.* 
Direcied, 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


DAIIiT  ABVXBVI8B&  B0VABLI8H1D,  1790.t 

The  Editor  of  the  intended  <<  Daily  Advertiser,"  fte.,  having  been 
informed  that  Ck>ulieU  oenmonly  take  a  saiaU  iMi«ber  of  News 
Pafers  from  the  seveial  printets  in  the  Oity,  indulges  the  hope  that 
ti^y  will  be  equaUy  favorabk  to  hia  undertaking.    He  trusta  tkat" 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  416.^ 
t  8ee  CoL  Reo.,  Vol  XVL,  p.  409. 
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fay  iiif  attoti&Ni  to  the  bnsliMny  his  ptper  wHl  bo  rendered  wortiiy 
of  their  perasal,  and  at  times  convey  intelligence  aicceptableto  thenii 
Any  oommands  that  Council  may  think  fit  to  favonr  the  Sab- 
Boriber  with,  in  the  line  of  his  business,  will  be  gratefnlly  leceiyed 
and  carefully  attended  to,  by 

their  most  obedient,  and 

most  humble  Servant, 

B.  F.  BACHE. 
Jndor9ed^—July,  1790. 
Directed, 
The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennnsylvania. 


S.  Fbeebcan  to  Pbes.  Mifflin — Indian  Mubdebs,  &c.,  1790. 

Portland,  August  5,  1790. 
Sir, 

Four  or  Five  Persons  have  lately  appeared  in  some  of  the  back 
Towns  in  this  County  (Cumberland,  State  of  Massachosetta)  who, 
In  the  absence  of  the  Husbands,  have  been  to  their  Houses,  &  beg- 
ging Victuals  of  their  Wives;  but  when  the  man  of  the  House 
returned,  would  run  off.  The  Women  who  show  them  Hospitality, 
receive,  in  return,  only  abusive  Language,  and,  in  some  Instances, 
the  Victuals  given  to  these  Fellows  have  been  thrown  back  in  the 
.Faces  of  those  who  kindly  gave  it.  They  appear  sin^y,  no  two 
having  been  to  any  House  together,  aaad  give  no  good  account  of 
themselves. 

One  of  them  has  been  apprehended  and  brought  before  me,  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  this  County.  Upon  his  examination,  he  told 
me  he  came  directly  from  Halifax,  through  the  Woods,  alone,  a  little 
more  than  three  Weeks  ago ;  but  by  Evidence  of  other  Persons,  he 
has  been  in  this  County  more  than  three  Weeks,  &  he  has  told 
People  that  he  caAe  from  Phikdelphia. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  give  your  Excellency  this  Account,  as  I 
recollect  to  have  seen,  lately,  a  Proclamation  for  apprehending 
sundry  Persons  who  murdered  two  friendly  Indians  at  Pine  Creek  * 
I  cannot  find  any  Paper  now  that  has  the  Proclamition  in  it,  but  I 
direct  this  to  your  Excellencyj  as.it  appears  by  our  Register  that 
yon  preside  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Person  apprehended,  as  abovo  mentioned,  and  who  i9  now  in 
Ooal,  is  of  a  dark  Complexion,  haa  small,  black  eyes,  is  marked  with 
■the  small  Pox,  is  five  feet,  font  Inches  high,  &  eaye  he  is  19  yean 
old. 

*  See  page  709,  and  see  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  S97,  896,  416,  428. 
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He  appeami  to  be  yooiigy  b  eroas  Aanlkej^  has  doablless  dose 

Biiaohief  aomewkere.     It  is  Buppoaed  bj  mAny,  that   tbese  fellowfli 

are  the  mitrderersof  the  Indians  above  mentioned^  mhkh  ia  tbe  eaose 

of  my  wrilang  this* 

If  othorwisa,  I  donbt  not  year  Exeelleney  will  ezouse  thia  Liberty^ 

I  am;  most  respectfully, 

Youp  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

S.  FREEMAN. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflini  Esq-i  President  of  the  State  of 
Fennsylyania,  Philadelphia. 


Gen.  Rioh'd  Butleb-  to  Pass.  Mim.iN,  1790. 

Pittsburgh,  August  8th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  paper 
which  I  received  on  the  6th  from  the  Honbl.  the  Governor  of  th  e 
western  Territory,  demanding  a  quota  of  the  militia  of  this  county 
amounting  to  sixty  rank  &  file,  with  proper  Officers.  Having  never 
received  any  Instructions  from  you  respecting  the  Subject  of  ordering, 
oat  the  Militia,  I  feel  myself  at  some  loss  on  this  Occasion  ;  however 
from  the  Statement  or  Representation  made  by  the  Governor,  and 
the  Authority  under- which  be  made  the  demand,  I  presume  it  right 
to  comply ;  shall  therefore  Order  the  number  required  to  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  Strength  of  the  Eespeetive  Battallions,  and  taken 
from  the  first  Glass,  to  hold  themselveti  in  readiness  to  march  again 
the  time  mentioned,  having  no  doubt  of  receiving  your  Excellency's 
Orders  for  that  purpose  in  time.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excel- 
lency, that  I  have  no  reason  to  think  they  can  Arm  themselves,  as 
required,  the  Officers  having  assured  me  there  is  not  half  arm^ 
A  mong  the  people,  &  of  that  proportion  few  or  none  belonging  to 
to  the  publio.  Your  Excellency,  from  this  information,  will  be 
better  Able  to  judge  of  the  mode  &  neoessity  of  Supplying  tbe 
.Arms,  &o. 

I  am  Sorry  to  have  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  we  have  in 
this  County  felt  some  of  the  Effects  of  the  hostile  disposition  of  the 
Indians.  About  ten  days  since,  they  have  taken  away  seven  horses 
from  the  people  living  on  the  Allegany  River,  about  sixteen  miles 
Above  Pittsburgh ',  And  on  the  2d  Inst't  several  from  the  mouUi 
of  Racoon,  below  Beaver  creek.  I  should  be  sorry  to  incur  the  charge 
of  presuming  on  the  Authority  of  the  State,  by  taking  any  premature 
or  improper  step  without  instructions  from  your  Excellency,  but  I 
flatter  myself  the  preservation  of  the  people  k  th<nr  property  will  be 
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of  the  fint  MportMieo  ft  Jutfy  nj  nesiare  I  my  i&b 
far  that  purpoM,  till  I  can  iMar  finmi  you.     At  there  !•  gnat 
WMon  to  ter  wo  aball  rooeive  fatare  hostile  visite  from  the  ill  die- 
poeed  savages  (horse  stealing  being  generally  a  foreranner  of  other 
mioohiof)  I  will  vmiun  to  dueet  the  Col.  of  the  4th  Battail'ii--it 
being  the  most  contigaooa — to  holjl  fifty  moa  i&  tboir  Offioers  ready 
to  parsue  any  party  of  Indians  that  may  do  miechief  within  the 
bounds  of  this  county,  nntill  I  have  the  honor  to  reoeive  your  Excel- 
lency's Instractions  on  the  Subjeots  mentioned,  which  I  flatter  myself 
your  Ezoellenoy  will  forward  as  early  as  possible  for  my  Gaidanoe. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Yonr  Excellency's  most  Obed't,  Hubl.  S't, 
RIOHARD  BUTLER,* 
Lieut't  Allegany  Gonn^. 
Directed^ 

Public  Service. — His  Excellency  Thomas  HifDin,  Esquire,  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indorsed^ 
Read  in  Council,  August  19  th,  1790,  see  minutes. 


Gbn.  St.  CiiAm  to  Gew.  Butlbr— Indians,  1790. 

Circular. 

Pittsburgh,  August  16th,  1760. 
Sir, 

The  Interests  of  the  United  States  dictating  a  Peace  with  the  lo- 
dians  on.  the  Onabaehe,  if  it  could  be  ootained  upon  reaeonoblo  teros, 
I  was  direoted  by  the  President  to  inform  them  of  the  dieposition 
of  the  general  Government  on  that  Subject,  and  to  try  to  Effset 
it.  At  the  same  time,  I  was  instructed  by  him  to  take  measores 
for  the  security  of  the  Rentier  Country,  in  the  ease  of  their  con- 
tinuing hostile.  The  following  is  extracted  from  his  Instmetions 
to  me : '—  ^'  You  will,  therefore,  inform  the  said  Indians  of  the 
diepoeition  of  the  general  Government  on  this  Subject,  and  of 
their  reasonable  desire  that  there  should  be  a  Cessation  of  hos- 
tilities as  a  prelude  to  the  Treaty.  If,  however,  notwithstandiDg 
your  intimations  to  them,  they  should  continue  their  hoatilities  or 
meditate  any  incursions  against  the  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Penn- 
sylvania, or  against  any  of  the  Troops  A  posts  of  the  United  States,' 
and  it  should  appear  to  you  that  the  time  of  Execution  would  be  so 
near  as  to  forbid  your  transmitting  Information  to  me  and  receiving 
my  Anther  orders  thereon,  then  you  are  hereby  Authoriied  and 

*  See  C<d.  Eec,  YoL  XVL,  pp.  428,  424,  437,  44a 
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Bmpoirerecl^  in  my  name  to  call  on  the  LieiitetiaQts  of  fbe  nearest 
oounties  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylracnia  for  snob  detachments  of  Mi- 
litia as  yon  may  jodgo  proper,  not  Bzoeeding  one  Thousand  fVom 
Virginia  and  five  hundred  from  Pennsylvania.  I  have  directed  let- 
ters to  be  written  to  the  Executives  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
informing  them  of  the  before  recited  Act  of  Congress,  aud  that  I  have 
given  yon  these  conditional  directions,  so  that  there  may  not  be  any 
obstmctions  to  snch  measures  as  shall  be  necessary  to  be  taken  by 
you  for  calling  forth  the  said  Militia,  agreeably  to  the  Instructions 
herein  Contained.  The  said  Militia  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the 
Federal  Troops  in  such  operations,  offensive  or  defensive,  as  you  and 
the  Commanding  officer  of  the  troops  conjointly  shall  judge  neces- 
sary for  the  public  Service,  and  the  protection  of  the  Inhabitants 
and  the  Posts.  The  said  Militia,  while  in  actual  Service,  to  be  on  the 
Continental  Establishment  of  pay  and  Rations.  To  arm  and  eqnip 
themselves,  but  to  be  furnished  with  public  Ammunitipn,  if  necessary. 
And  no  charge  for  the  pay  of  the  said  Militia  will  be  valid  unless 
supported  by  regular  musters  made  by  a  Field  or  other  officer  of  the 
Federal  Troops,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Commanding  officer  of  the 
Troops/'*  I  have  now  to  inform  you,  Sir,  that  there  is  no  prospect 
of  Peace  with  the  said  Indians  at  present ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
continue  to  be  very  ill  disposed  towards  the  United  States  in  general^ 
and  to  Virginia  in  particular,  and  many  parties,  from  the  information 
I  have  received,  are  now  actually  gone  to  War.  The  commanding 
Officer  of  the  Troops,  General  Harmar,  and  myself,  have  therefore 
concerted  a  plan  of  offensive  Opperations  aeainst  them,  and  in  con- 
forming with  the  above  recited  Instructions,  I  now  call  upon  you,  in 
the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  sixty  men,  rank 
&  file,  properly  officered,  agreeably  to  the  legal  Establishment  of  the 
Militia  of  your  State,  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  the  Federal  Troops 
against  the  said  Indians ;  and  that  they  be  at  the  mouth  of  McMa- 
hen's  Creek,  about  four  miles  below  Wheeling,  on  the  third  day  of 
September  next,  arm'd  and  Equipped  for  a  Service  of  Sixty  days,  at 
least,  after  their  junction  with  the  Troops,  unless  the  Object  in  View 
should  be  sooner  accomplished.  The  laudable  Spirit  the  Militia 
have  always  shown  to  repress  the  Incursions  of  the  Savoges,  leaves 
not  room  for  a  doubt  but  the  oppertunity  to  puniiih  them  for  their 
many  Injuries  &  cruelties,  will  be  Embraced  with  Avidity,  but 
allow  me.  Sir,  to  observe  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
they  be  punctually  at  the  place  of  Bendevous,  A  failure  there 
might  defeat  the  whole  opperations.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
your  very  Hble.  Serv't, 

Signed, 

AR.  St.  CLAIR, 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States,  North-West  of 
the  Ohio. 


*  See  page  < 
Vol.  XL— 31 
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ProTwifiiB  will  be  laid  in  it  ^ke  place  of  BeBdavova  bj  the  Om- 
tfactora  and  the  meana  of  tratt8per(ati<m  from  tbesee  proTided;  bol 
it  will  be  neceseary  thai  the  detachment  march  by  land  to  tba 
point  on  this  side  of  the  Obio^  opposite  to  M'Maohen'a  Greek,  as 
the  state  of  the  river  will  not  admit  loaded  boats  to  pass  frooi 
Pittsburgh,  yon  will  therefore  please  to  give  Ibe  necessary  ordsn  oa 
that  head  to  the  offieers  who  will  command  it^  and  iofonn  Mr. 
Williams,  the  Contractor  of  Pittsbnrghy  of  the  day  tbe  march  will 
be  taken  op. 

I  certify  the  within  copy  to  be  just  the  original  remaining  in  nj 
bands. 

RICH'D  BUTLER, 

Liottt;  County  of  Allegany. 
Dtreetedf 

Geni  Rich'd  Butler,  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Alleganj,  in 
Pennsylvania. 


Pres.    Miffun  to   Thomas   Jeffebson,  Seo't    of   Statk— 
Natu&auzation,  1790. 

In  Council^ 

Philad'a,  August  lOtfa,  1790. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of 
the  Slat  March,  1790,*  with  two  copies  of  the  acts,  &o.,  fot  the 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  j  for  tbe 
establishing  an  uoiform  rule  of  natnraliaatioD,  &  for  tbe  support  of 
Governmeot  for  the  year  1790. 

With  Sentiments  of  perfect  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obdH 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Indorsed, — April  10. 
Directed^ 
To  The.  Jefferson,  &c. 


John  Chtjechman  to  Seo't  Trimble — Variation  Chabts, 

1790. 

John  Churchman's  best  respects  are  to  his  Friend  James  Trimble, 
Esq.,  with  information  that  he  has  herewith  sent  nine  Variation 
Charts  &  Books  for  the  President  and  members  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council.    Be  so  good,  therefore;  as  to  receive  the  several 

*  See  page  679. 
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biaati0(if,  if  kUg  skoold  be  pkiM^d  to  mak^  pujfli^t  tim  Aeur  la^ 
Q^ving  t^e  woik.  Tbe  full  pxm  boivg  thoie  dolkoss  eaeb^  lbos# 
oamoe  in  tbe  foUowis^  listy  wbo  h«re  ptU  iwe-tUrd  on  f abBcdbiog^ 
oqJj  steftd  clft»rg^  wUb  twH>  doUani  <iiob. 

The  Ptresident  paid, 

Honble  Amos  Greggi 

Abrabam  Smitb,  Esq.;  paid  to  J.  T.| 

William  Pinley,  Esq.,         do. 

James  Martin,  Esq  ,  do. 

Christopher  Kuoher,  Esq., 

Zebulon  Potts,  Esq., 

tLord  Butler,  Esq., 

Charles  Biddle,  Esq., 


The  name  of  the  member  marked   thas,f  did   not   determiDO 
possitivelj  to  take  a  copj. 

8  mo.,  (Aaguat)  14th,  1790. 
Directed, 

James  Trimble,  Esq. 
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John  Kob^nson  to  Col.  Pboctob — MimDiE  of  Induks,  1790. 

Pine  Creek,  Aogoat  17th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  Deaiie  to  loform  you  that  Messrs.  BeDJamin  Walker,  Henry 
Walker,  Jos.  Walker  &  Sam'l  Deyle,*  havQ  upon  majtoffe  Daliberar* 
ttoo  been  oooviikced  of  thear  £rror,  and  given  tbeauelves  up  to  stand 
theii  Trjal  according  to  Law. 

Tbej  do  most  Earnestly  Solimt  your  friendship,  and  pray  you 
would  use  your  Intereet  &  fiodeavours  in  theif  behalf  wiih  Couneil 
in  order  to  medigate  their  faulty  whiob  they  are  from  all  appearanoe 
very  sorry  for,  and  baa  petitioned  Council  for  pwrdoa,  they  therefore 
pray  that  you  would  hand  the  petition  in  Council,  using  your  influ- 
ence with  the  President  and  Coancil,  Twhich  they  know  to  be  great) 
for  their  pardon ;  their  Desire  of  Informing  you  of  their  present 
situation  is  rery  earnest,  hoping  that  if  yon  were  informed  the  true 
state  of  the  matter  you  would  be  their  friend,  and  knowiog  there 
has  been  a  correspondenoe  between  you  and  my  ftitber,  have  dedred 
me  to  write  to  you  and  state  their  inducement  for  killiog  the 
Indians,  and  my  desire  being  great  for  the  preservation  of  their  lives, 
join  them  in  their  wish  for  your  Interest,  tohick  I  now  earnest^ 

*  See  CoL  Eec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  428. 
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Otavej  I  will'  give  yoa  tbeir  KeMOiiB  for  killing  the  two  Id^ijuh, 
whioli  in  M  followfl  :  one  of  the  two  Indians  they  kilPd,  Yanted  of 
his  taking  twenty-three  scalps,  one  of  the  soalp'd  persons  yet  alive, 
is  willing  to  give  in  on  oath  that  he  scalpM  her  at  the  same  time 
their  fkther^  John  Walker  was  killed  &  soalp'd,  which  waa  their  in- 
duceoient  for  killing  them. 

I  have  nothing  worth  writing  to  yon  from  here,  but  pray  onoe 
more  for  yonr  Interest  in  behalf  of  the  aforementioned  men,  which 
will  be  ever  Oreatefally  acknowledged  by  your  most  obedient  Hnmble 
Servanti 

JOHN  ROBINSON. 
Direeiedf 

Col'n  Thomas  Proctor,  Esq.,  Philad'a. 


Seo*t  Jeffebson  to  Pbes.  Mupvuk,  1790. 

New  York^  Aug.  18th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herein  enclosed,  two  copies,  duly 
authenticated,  of  a  Resolution  making  allowance  for  the  servioe  (^ 
the  Clerks  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Army 
accounts ;  also  of  a  Resolution  to  defray  the  ezpenoe  of  procuring 
Seals  for  the  Supreme,  Cireuit  and  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States ;  also  of  an  act  making  Provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United 
States ;  also  of  an  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  Law  on  Qoods,  Wares  and  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  Tonnage  of  Ships  or 
Vessels ;  also  of  an  act  to  oontinue  in  force  for  a  limited  t4me  an 
act  entitled  ''an  act  for  temporary  Establtebment  of  the  Poet  Office;" 
also  of  an  act  for  the  Relief  of  John  Stewart  and  John  Davidson ; 
also  of  an  act  to  provide  more  efieetually  for  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  individual  States;  and 
of  being  with  Sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  Respect^ 
Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON.* 
Directed, 
His  Ezoellenoy,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  428. 
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Frmb.  MmuN  to  Samusl  Frsbbcajt,  1790. 

.  In  CouDoi], 

Philladelphia^  AagQst  19tb^  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  hoaw  to  aoknowiedga  the  Receipt  of  your  Jjetteri 
dated  Pordand,  Maesachusetta,  Angoat  5th,  1790,*  and  agreeably  to 
yoQr  Request  herewith  send  to  you  four  prioted  Proolamationn,  offer- 
ing rewards  for  ^  the  securiDg  and  briugiDg  to  Justtoe,  BeDJatnin 
Walker,  Hoory  Walker,  Joseph  Walker  and  Samuel  Doyld;  who  are 
charfled  on  Oath  with  having  murdered  two  friendly  Indians  on  Fine 
Greek,  in  this  State.  I  also  transmit  a  description  of  the  three 
Walkers  and  of  Doyle,  and  sinoerely  hope  they  may  be  apprehended 
«nd  brought  to  Jostice. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be^  with  great  respect. 
Directed, 

Samuel  Freeman^  Esquire. 


DssooiPTion  or  the  Indian  MuRDtaiRs^  1790. 

Benjamin  Walker,  about  28  years  of  age,  about  five  feef  nine  Inches 
high)  straight  and  well  made,  full  faced,  a  little  freckled,  large  Byes, 
dark  sandy  hair,  wears  it  tied,  fond  of  Company  and  Strong  liqndr, 
very  talkative,  and  very  apt  to  mock  the  Germans  speaking  broken 
English,  is  left  handed,  deals  in  Lands  and  brags  much  of  his 
property,  followed  farming  and  Boating. 

Henry  Walker,  about  25  years  of  age,  five  feet  six  Inches  high, 
straight  made,  thin  visaged,  pocktaarked  and  freckled,  squints  a 
little  with  both  Eyes,  long,  dark,  sandy  hair,  brought  up  to  boating 
and  Farming. 

Joseph  walker  about  23  years  of  age,  five  feet  ten  inches  high, 
slim  made  and  very  stra^ht,  full  faced  and  much  freckled,  long 
dark  sandy  hair,  very  proud,  a  blacksmith  by  Trade  but  don't  follow 
it,  food  of  his  gun,  Civil  in  Company,  was  out  with  the  Commis- 
sioners as  a  hunter  and  Chain  bearer  when  running  the  New  York 
line..  V 

Samuel  Doyle,  about  27  years  of  age^  five  feet  seven  Inches  high, 
smooth,  full  faced,  short,  fair  hair,  fond  of  Company  and  strong 
Liquor,  was  a  soldier  in  Captain  Robinson's  Company  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Rangers,  stout  and  well  built,  brought,  up  to  farming,  apt  to 
brag  of  his  abilities  in  Chopping  or  mauling  rails,  very  peaceable 
when  sober. 

*  8ss  page  714;  also  Col.  Eec.,  Tot  XVL,  p.  422. 
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Bsotff^n  OxvBBAii  «o  f  BIB.  JAumsNj  1790. 

His  Ezoellenoj,  Thomaa  Hifflini  "EmfT,  &  The  Hon'ble  Sapiene 

Exeoati've  GoanoilL 

As  I  am  preparing  an  Estimate  of  Expenses  &  Bevenaes  to  lay 
Vefora  the  Hon' Ma  L^islatnre,  al  their  next  BemUmy  I  reqneet  joar 
Hon.  Board  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  the  amount  of  BepredakkHi 
Gertifioatea  that  w^e  oonsideiwi  as  esehaats  to  tfcis  Oommimwealth, 
agroeablj  to  the  aot  of  25  Maroh,  1786,  also,  todireet  the  ComptroUer 
General  t6  furnish  this  ofioa  with  the  amount  of  Certifioatea  issaed 
ior  the  Depreciation  of  pay  due  the  Late  army  to  the  26  Septea., 
1789.  Funded, 

do.  do.  Unfunded, 

The  amount  of  principal  said  Certificates  reoeiTod  bj  him  ftr 
account  of  this  State,  except  those  received  from  Francis  Johnston, 
Esq'r,  fieceiver  Qen.  of  Land  Office. 

The  amount  of  Funded  Debt,  or  Militia  Certificates,  issued  by  Urn 
to  the  28  March,  1789. 

The  amount  principal  of  said  Certificates  received  by  him  for 
account  this  State,  except  those  he  receiTed  from  Franois  Johnston, 
Esq'r. 

The  amount  of  principal  of  New  Loan  &  Continental  Certifioates 
he  may  hate  receiTed  for  the  use  of  this  State,  except  those  paid 
him  by  the  Receiver  Oeneral,  &  the  Continentals  received  on  Loani 
with  the  dates  of  Interest. 

All  of  whieh  are  material  to  the  arrangements  maloDg  in  tiiii 
office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,     ^ 
with  greatest  respect, 

your  most  obedient  h'ble  serv., 
JOHN  DONNALDSON, 

Beg.  (Jen.  Office. 

Aug.  21, 1790. 
JHrectedy 

His  Excellency^  Thomas  Miffin,  Esq.,  in  Council. 


Secrstart  Jsvfsebon  to  Pass.  MinuN,  1790. 

New  Tork,  Augnat  2Sd,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  hate  the  honor  to  send  you  herein  enclosed  two  copies,  duly 
authenticated,  of  an  act  making  further  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  debts  of  the  United  States ;  also  of  an  act  to  enable  the  officers 
and  Soldieia.of  the  Virginia  line  on  eodtibeiital  eatabHshment,  to 
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ebtnin  'Rilai  to  oertoin  Lands  Ijitg  north  west  of  the  rlv^r  (NiiO| 
between  the  little  Mkini  and  Sctota ;  also  of  an  aj^  anthorising  the 
Seeretarj  of  the  Treasurj  to  finish  the  Light  House  on  Portland 
Bead  in  the  Distriet  ol  Maine ;  also  of  an  aot  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  oertaiu  aots  of  the  States  cf  Mary]and|  Georgia  and 
Bbode- Island  and  Providenee  Plantations;  also  of  an  aot  for  the 
relief  of  the  persons  therein  mentioned  or  desoribed ;  also  of  sn  act 
for  the  relief  of  disabled  Soldiers  and  Seamen  lately  in  the  sorriee 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  certain  other  persons ;  also  of  an  aot  to 
alter  the  times  for  holding  the  Gircnit  Courts  of  the  United  States 
in  the  Distrtots  of  SovtAi  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  providing  that 
the  District  Court  of  Pennsylvania  ehall  in  futare  be  held  at  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  only ;  also,  of  a  Resolution  directing  that  a 
return  of  certain  Surveys  of  Lands  in  the  western  Territory  be  made 
to  and  perfeeted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury }  also  of  an  act 
making  certain  approprilitionB  therein  mentioned;  also  of  an  act 
making  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt ;  and  of  being 
with  sentiments  of  the  roost  perfect  respect 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Serv't, 
TH.  JEFFERSON  * 

His  Bicellency,  The  Plresid«nt  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


RiOHABD  BtTTLER,  Lt.,  &0.,  TO   PrES.   MeBTLIN — INDIANS,  1790. 

Pittsburgh,  26th  August,  1790. 
Sir, 

Since  my  letter  of  the  8th  by  his  Excelle'y  the  Governor  of  tho 
Western  Territory,  the  Indians  have  taken  horses  from  plumb- 
creek;  &  I  have  been  inform'd  by  some  friendly  Indians  of  two 
small  parties  being  seen  lurking  about,  in  consequence  of  which  I 
advised  the  appearance  of  some  Volunteers  on  the  frontier  which  I 
flatter  myself  has  had,  &  will  have,  a  good  Effect  if  continued,  but 
M  this  mea9U^e  is  only  n  nratter  of  courtesy  of  the  people,  of  which 
they  will  soon  tire  unless  legally  authorised  or  called  on,  and  may 
be  productive  of  Serious  consequences  should  they  fall  in  with  any 
of  these  depredating  savage  parties.  It  may  be  thought  irregular 
(however  necessary,)  in  me  to  take  these  steps  without  the  sanction 
of  government,  yet  it  appears  hard  that  our  poor  frontier  people 
should  suffer  these  robberies  without  a  prospect  of  recovering  their 
property,  or  any  protection,  Retribution  or  Satis&ction  from  govern- 

»  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  433, 
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ment  In  troth  Sir,  it  it  my  real  Opinion  their  poverty  added  to  tbeir 
Ezpos'd  situation  merits  the  notice  of  your  Excellency  &  Council, 
I  beg  leave  further  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am  authorised 
by  the  Representation  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  respeetive 
Battalions  to  assert  that  there  is  not  arms  in  tjie  hands  of  half  the 
Militia,  or  are  they  able  to  purchase  were  they  to  be  bad.  Ammu- 
nition is  also  scarce  and  dear;  under  these  circumstances  should  the 
savages  take  advantage  of  this  quarter  the  consequences  would  be 
severely  felt  by  many,  and  many  who  have  been  already  injured 
must  bo  totally  ruined. 

In  making  this  representation  I  flatter  myself  your  Excelloioy 
will  consider  it  in  the  most  favourable  point  of  view  as  the  motive  is 
the  Security  of  the  people  &  peace  of  this  quarter  of  the  StAte,  and 
I  further  hope  that  your  Bxcellency  &  Council  will  be  pleased  to  take 
measures  for  procuring  &  forwarding  for  the  use  of  the  militia  of  this 
County,  a  supply  of  arms  &  ammunition.  I  think  from  the  informa- 
tion I  have  about  eight  or  nine  hundred  stand  of  good  arms,  two  tons 
of  Powder,  four  tons  of  lead  &  four  Thousand  flints  would  place  us 
in  a  good  Situation  for  defence.  Should  they  not  be  wanted  for 
immediate  use  the  whole,  or  part,  can  be  carefully  stored  &  held 
ready  in  case  of  necessity ;  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  Excuse 
me  for  again  requesting  your  instructions  on  the  subject  of  marching 
the  militia  demanded  by  the  Governor  of  the  Western  Territorj  as 
soon  as  possible  if  not  already  sent  forward,  as  they  are  waned  & 
Ready  to  march.  It  is  far  from  my  wish  to  give  trouble,  or  allarm, 
or  do  I  suspect  any  danger  from  the  six  nations  people,  or  is  it  very 
probable  the  westerly  Indians  will  Ever  approach  us  in  a  formidable 
manner,  but  a  few  small  parties  (which  is  in  their  power  at  all  times) 
will  have  the  unfortunate  Effect  of  disturbing  the  peace  of  the 
Country  &  driving  the  people  from  their  places. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Excellence's 

most  obed.  Hbl.  St., 
RIGH'D  BUTLER, 
Lieut.  Allegany  County. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Penn'a,  in  Council 
Fhilada, 
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Jos.  Thomas  to  Puis.  Mifflin— Doan's  Esxatjb^  1700. 

Philad'ft,  Aug  26, 1790. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellenoj,  that  being  the  purchaser 
of  an  estate,  supposed  to  be  forfeited  to  the  Coriimonwealth,  by  the 
attainder  of  Joseph  Boan,  and  having  been  sued  in  an  action  of 
Trespass  and  ejectment,  your  honorable  board  a  considerable  time 
ago,  resolved  to  undertake  the  defence  of  the  said  action  and  ap- 
pointed Messieurs  Sergeant  &  Bradford  as  Counsel  for  that  purpose. 
As  I  am  informed  that  no  compensation  hath  yet  been  made  to  those 
Gentlemen,  and  as  the  cause  is  marked  for  trial  in  October  next, 
I  beg  your  Excellency's  attention  to  this  business. 
With  all  due  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 

Excellency's  roost  obedient  Servant, 

JOS.  THOMAS. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council. 


Robert  Oalbraith  to  Pres.  Mifflin— Boad,  1790. 

Sir, 

Having  performed  my  part  of  the  Contract  entered  into  with  your 
Honorable  Board  for  Opening  the  Road  from  Frankstown  to  Cfonc- 
magh,  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  an  Order  on  the  Treasury  for 
the  residue  of  my  pay ;  Suggesting  at  the  Same  time,  as  the  Con- 
tract was  for  Specie  &  the  Monies  Already  Received  was  paper, 
which  I  was  Obliged  to  pass  at  a  Considerable  discount,  and  the 
Money  yet  to  be  lUceived  is  not  much  better.  I  hope  Your  Excel- 
lency &  Council  will  cause  Inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  depreciation 
at  the  several  times  of  payment,  &  make  Such  allowance  as  appear 
Just  &  Reasonable.  You  will  please  also  to  recollect  that  the  work 
was  finished  in  Sept.  last,  Bat  Owing  to  the  Ill-founded  Objections 
then  made  to  it,  I  was  debarred  from  a  Settlement  at  that  time.  I 
acknowledge  there  now  Appears  Upon  a  review  of  the  Road  Some 
small  defects  which  I  am  willing  to  amend.  But  at  the  Same  time  Beg 
leave  to  Observe  that  very  few  of  these  would  appeared  had  the 
work  been  reviewed  at  the  time  it  was  newly  Compleated.  I  hope 
Your  Excellency  &  Council  will  be  convinced  from  the  Report  of 
the  Honorable  William  Finly,  Esq.,  that  I  have  done  my  duty  in 


»  See  Col.  Ecc,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  460. 
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the  Boeiness,  &  OraDt  me  Such  a  Sum  as  will  Compensate  for  the 
loss  I  Sustained  by  the  delay  of  payment  as  well  as  Uie  depreeiatioa 
of  the  Money.* 
August  80tb,  1790. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be. 

Tour  Ezeellenoy  ft  Gonneirs, 

Most  Obedient,  Humble  Serranty 

ROB£RT  GALB&AITH. 

Read  August  80th,  1790.     Referred  to  Messrs.  Oregg^  Kucher, 
Taylor,  Wilson,  and  Gen.  Watt. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  the  President  in  Council. 


Sbo'y  of  Cincinnati  to  Gen.  Mifflin — Visit  to  Pres. 
U.  S.,  1790. 

Sept  3d,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Cincinnati  Society 
is  to  be  held  on  Monday  next.  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  the  Committee,  together  with  such  members  of  the  Society  who 
are  in  town,  do  meet  on  to-morrow,  Saturday,  at  12  o'clock,  at  the 
State  House,  to  transact  such  business  as  may  come  before  them,  k 
then  march  in  procession  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  his  arrival  in  the  City.  As  the  hint  was  given 
to  me  by  a  few  old  officers,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  inform  yoa 
thereof,  that  you  might  take  such  measures  on  the  subject  as  was 
most  agreeable  to  your  wishes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  most  ob't  Ser't, 

RICH'D  PULLERTON,  Seo'y. 
To  his  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  President  of  tho  Pennsylvania 
Society  of  her  Cincinnatti. 

N.  B.  If  you  approve  of  the  within  I  will  order  a  meeting  for 
the  purpose. 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  VoL  XVI.,  p.  487,  442. 
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Wm.  Lewis  to  P&is.  MimjN^lNfEAcnoNs  of  Tbsatt,  1790. 

Philada.  14th  Septr.,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  so  much  of  a  Letter  which  1  have 
received  from  the  honorable  Mr.  Jefferson  Secretary  of  State,  as 
concerns  the  Business  to  which  1  am  aboat  to  beg  your  attention. 

New  York,  August  12th,  1790. 
Sir, 

''  It  is  desirable  that  Government  should  be  informed  whaf 
''  proceedings  have  taken  place  in  the  several  States  since  the  treaty 
''  with  Great  Britain,  which  may  be  considered  by  that  nation  as 
<'  infractions  of  the  Treaty,  and  consequently  that  we  should  be 
<<  furnished  with  copies  of  all  Acts,  orders,  proclamatioDS,  and 
<<  decisions,  legislative  executive  or  judiciary,  which  may  haveaffeo^ 
'^  ted  the  debts  or  other  property,  or  the  persons  of  British  subjects 
''  or  American  refugees.  The  proceedings  subsequent  to  the  Treaty 
<'  will  sometimes  call  for  those  also  which  took  place  during  the  War. 
'<  No  person  is  more  able  than  yourself,  Sir,  to  furnish  us  with  a 
*'  List  of  the  proceedings  of  this  kind,  which  have  taken  place  within 
<'  your  State,  nor  is  there  any  on  whom  we  may  with  more  propriety 
'<  rely  for  it,  as  well  as  to  take  the  trouble  of  furnishing  us  wiih 
'^  exact  copies  of  them ;  Should  you  be  so  kind  as  to  state  any  facta 
''  or  circumstances  which  may  enter  into  the  justification  or  ezplan- 
<'  ation  of  any  of  these  proceedings,  they  will  b^  thankfully  received; 
'^  and  it  is  wished  the  whole  may  come  to  hand  between  this  and 
<'  the  last  of  October. 

''  Your  Zeal  for  the  general  service  needs  not  to  be  excited,  by 
<'  information,  that  it  is  with  the  special  approbation  of  the  President 
<<  of  the  United  States  that  I  address  you  on  this  occasion/' 

Your  Excellency  and  the  honorable  Board  at  which  you  preside, 
will  readily  perceive  it  to  be  essential  to  the  vindicating  of  the  honor 
and  the  Interest  of  the  United  States,  that  complete  information 
should  be  obtained  on  the  subject  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Letter, 
and  as  I  cannot  have  access  to  your  minutes,  I  must  take  the  liberty 
of  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  copies  of  all  Proclamations,  orders, 
minutes,  and  proceedings  of  Councif  if  any  such  there  are  which 
may  be  supposed  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  have  been  in 
violation  of  the  Treaty  between  that  nation  and  the  United  States. 
The  expencc  attending  this  Business  shall  be  paid  the  moment  it  is 
compleated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, Your  Exollencys 
Mo.  Obt.  &  Mo.  hble.  Servt. 
Directed,  WM.  LEWIS.* 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin  Esqre.  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsyla. 

*  8ee  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XTI.,  p.  466;  also  459  for  Resolutions  passed  Sept. 
21  Bt,  on  the  foregoing. 
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S«f  T  or  Wab  to  Prss.  MiFnuv — Teh^ovs,  1700. 

War  Department,  15th  Septemr.,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  Congress  of  the  IJuited  States  have  directed  the  register  of 
the  Treasury  to  issue  Certificates  to  the  military  invalids,  and  to  tbe 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  such  Officers,  non-commissioned  Offio^n 
and  Privates  who  were  killed  or  died  while  in  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  who  are  entitled  to  Pensions  by  the  Acts  of  Congress, 
for  the  arrears  of  their  pensions  due,  prior  to  the  fourth  day  of 
March  1789.  It  has  therefore  become  necessary  to  ascertain  with 
precision  the  sum  due  to  eaeh  individual  of  the  above  description. 

Ab  several  of  the  States  may  have  paid  a  part  or  the  whole,  of  the 
said  arrears  since  the  return  received  at  this  Office ;  I  have  the  honor 
respectfully  to  request  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  cause  me  to 
be  informed  whether  any  such  payment  of  arrears  has  been  made 
by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  since  the  seventh  of  December  1789, 
the  date  of  the  list  transmitted  to  this  Offiee  by  your  direction. 

If  any  partial  payments  have  been  made  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, I  take  tbe  liberty  to  request  the  information,  whether  any 
arrears  prior  to  the  said  fourth  of  March  1789  remain  due,  and  if  so, 
the  amount  to  each  individual. 

If  no  payments  have  been  made  sinoe  the  date  of  the  said  list, 
the  arrearages  may  be  made  out  at  this  Office,  presuming  on  the 
accuracy  of  the  list  received. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Tour  Excellency's  Most 

Obed.  &  hum.  Servt. 

H.  KNOX, 
Sec'y  of  War. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Peter  Z.  Li,oyd  to  Pres.  Mifflin — Assembly,  1790. 

Sept.  20th,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  unexpected  dissolution  of  the  late  General  Assembly  having 
occasioned  a  seeming  abruptness  in  the  closing  their  journals,  I  have 
to  request  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  the  propriety  of  sab- 
joining  to  the  minutes  of  the  house^  a  publication  addressed  <'  To  tbe 
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oitizens  of  Penpsjlvania/'  and  signed  by  fifty  six  tnemberS;  ivhich  waa 
piiated  io  the  Pennsjlvania  Qazette  the  8th  instant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir,  your  very  obed't  serv't, 

PETER  Z.  LLOTd!* 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq. 
Indorsedf 

Ilead  in  Council  Sept  21st,  1790  for  their  determination  see  the 
minutes. 

J.  T.  for  C.  B.  Secy. 


Report  of  John  Nicholsok,  Esq.,  on  Lbtteb  fbom  Sect,  of 
War— Pensioners,  1790. 

In  Pursuance  of  The  Reference  of  The  Hon'ble  The  Council  with 
the  letter  from  the  secretary  at  war  herewith,  1  beg  leave  to  report. 

That  since  the  return  which  I  made  of  The  Invalid  pensioners  in  De- 
cember 17S9f  sundry  payments  have  been  made  of  arrears  of  Pensions 
due  before  the  first  of  Iday  preceding,  and  which  were  not  then  paid 
up,  and  that  the  state  of  Penna.  hath  made  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  Pensions  of  the  invalids  aforesaid  until  the  first  of  May  aforesaid, 
so  that  the  few  who  yet  remain  unpaid  if  they  are  alive  and  apply 
will  be  intitled  thereto  from  the  state  of  Penna.  Therefore  there  will 
be  no  arrears  to  be  settled  by  the  United  States  with  Invalid  pen- 
sioners of  this  state,  on  the  contrary,  this  state  hath  paid  them  as 
hath  been  heretofore  represented  to  the  United  States  for  one  month 
and  twenty  seven  days  of  the  time  for  which  payment  was  ordered 
also  by  the  United  States,  that  is  from  the  4th,  of  March  till  Ist  May 
1789. 

The  widows  and  Children  of  Cgmmissioned  officers  acknowledged 
to  be  of  the  line  of  this  state  and  who  died  in  actual  service  or  in 
captivU^  are  also  provided  for  by  this  state  and  there  will  be  no  ar«> 
rears  to  be  made  up  to  them  by  the  United  States  \  But  there  hath 
been  no  provision  made  by  this  state  for  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  Commmioned  officers  who  died  and  were  not  in  actual  service  or  in 
captivity  at  the  time,  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  officers  in 
Corps  not  attached  to  the  line  of  any  state  who  were  citizens  of  this 
state  and  died  in  the  service,  nor  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  non 
Commisiioiied  officers  and  privates  of  the  Continental  troops  who  died 
in  service ;  wherefore  such  of  these  descriptions  as  are  provided  for  by 
Acts  of  Congress  will  not  be  chargeable  at  settlement  with  them  for  any 

♦  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  468. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  224. 
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money  rec'd  of  this  Btate,  unless  the  case  of  Mrs.  Catherine  Thompson 
which  hath  heen  laid  before  Council  (and  who  is  within  (he  proYision 
made  by  Congress)  should  be  finally  adjudged  and  Determined  not  to 
be  provided  for  by  the  laws  of  this  state,  then  the  payments  which  she 
hath  received  wUl  be  chargeable  to  her  at  her  settlement  with  the 
United  States. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.-NICHOLSON. 
Compt  Genrs  office^  Sept  22d,  1790. 


Secy,  of  War  to  Pres.  Miwlin — Pensions,  1790. 

War  Department,  Sep'r  24th,  1790. 
Sir, 

In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  is  gone  to  the  EuV- 
ward,  I  have  the  hofior  to  transmit  the  inclosed  copy  of  his  letter  to 
your  Excellency  of  the  15th,  instant* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  with 

the  highest  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  &  very  humble  Servant, 

JNQ.  STAGG,  June. 
Chf.Clk. 
IHrecled^ 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Arrest  op  Samuel  Doyle — Indian  Murder,  1790. 

Lancaster,  September  25th,  1790. 
Sir, 

This  day  I  received  a  letter  from  William  Wilson  one  of  the 
Members  of  Council,  by  Two  persons  of  the  Name  of  Thomas  Reese 
and  Jacob  Mercley,  by  them  he  Aends  a  Certain  Samuel  Doylef  to 
be  left  in  the  Goal  of  Lancaster  County,  for  the  Murder  of  two 
Indians  on  pine  Creek,  and  Requested .  me  to  Give  the  Earliest 
information  to  Council, 

&  Remain  your  Excellency's 

most  obt.  Hum'ble  Ser't, 
JAMES  ROSS, 
DirecUd,  Sheriff  of  Lancaster  County. 

On  public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  President  of  the  Suprene 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
^  favour  of  Mr.  Kirkpatrick. 

*  See  page  728,  also  Col.  Rec.,  Vol  XVI.,  p.  467. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  897,  483,  484. 
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Copt  op  Cobjptrollbr  General's  Letter — Pensions,  1790.^ 

Tbo  Comptroller  Oeneral  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
The  Secretary  at  War  of  the  15th  Instant,  Begs  leave  to  Report, 

That  the  disabled  or  invalid  pensioners  from  this  State  have 
nearly  all  been  paid  np  till  the  first  of  May,  1789.  That  as  the 
provision  of  the  Legislature  thereof  extends  to  that  period  the- few 
who  remain  nnpaid  are  entitled  to,  and  if  alive  and  application  be 
made  will  receive  it,  so  that  there  will  be  no  arrears  of  pension  to 
be  settled  by  the  United  States  with  them.  On  the  contiary  they 
have  been  paid  for  one  Month  and  twenty  seven  days  of  the  time 
for  which  payment  hath,  also  been  been  Ordered  by  the  Congress  as 
hath  already  been  notified  to  the  United  States. 

The  widows  and  Children  of  Commimoned  Officers  acknowledged 
to  be  of  the  Line  of  this  State  and  who  died  in  actual  service  or  in 
captivity  are  also  provided  for  by  this  state,  and  there  will  be  no 
arrears  to  be  settled  with  any  of  them  by  the  United  States. 

But  there  hath  been  no  provision  made  by  the  State  for  the  Widows 
and  Orphans  of  Commissioned  officers  who  died  not  being  in  actual 
service  or  in  captivity  at  the  time,  for  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of 
^  Officers  who  were  of  this  State  and  died  beina  officers  not  attached 
^  to  the  line  of  any  State,  nor  acknowledged  to  belong  to  Pennsylvania, 
nor  for  the  W'idows  and  Orphans  of  non-commissioned  Officers  and 
Privates  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  who  were  slain  in  battle  or  died 
in  service.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  NICHOLSON, 
Comp'r  Gcnerars  Office.* 

Sept'r  SOth,  1790. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council. 


Wm.  Lton  to  Sxoretart  Bxddle,  1790. 

Carlisle,  Sept'r  80tb,  1790. 
Sir, 

This  Day  came  to  hand  a  Letter  from  your  office,  Dated  the  7th 
Instant,  shewing  that  at  a  Conferenoej*  of  Members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  the  Members  of  the  Supreme  Bzeeutive  Council,  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  &c^,  it  was  determined  that  the  Offices  for 
the  Probate  of  WiUs,  &o*.,  and  Beoorder  of  Deeds  in  the  Several 
Counties  of  this  state  had  expired  with  the  Powers  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Present  year  on  the  second  Instant,  that  Council  have  in 
pursuance  of  the  Powers  vested  in  them  by  the  Constitution,  reap- 

*  See  pace  728. 

t  See  Col  Bee,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  443,  a  list  of  re-appointments  and  reasons 
for  them. 
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pointed  me  to  these  offices  in  this  Coontj,  and  that  I  am  leqmred 
to  Transtnit  to  GoaDoil  the  Dames  of  those  who  are  to  be  my  Sureties, 
that  the  approbatioo  of  Council  may  be  g^ven  of  them. 

Seeing  such  proceedings  is  found  necessary,  I  acknowledge  the 
favour  done  me  by  his  Excellency  the  President  and  the  HonouxaUe 
Council  in  re-sppointing  me  to  these  offices. 

The  Sureties  I  propose  to  ffive  are  Stephen  Duncan,  MereVt 
&  Doctr.  Samuel  A.  McCoskry  both  Gent'n  of  Good  Estate,  living 
in  the  Borough  of  Carlisle,  Cumberland  County,  who,  I  make  no 
Doubt  his  Excellency  the  President  &  Hon'ble  Council  wiU  accept 
&  approve  of. 

The  Bearer,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Snowden,  A.  M.,  will  pay  you  for  me 
the  thirty  three  Shills.  you  require  for  the  Bond  &  Commiss. 
I  am,  with  much  esteem,  Sir, 

Tour  Most  Obedient 

Most  Humble  Servant, 

WILLM.  LYON. 

P.  S.-— I  would  just  mention  to  yon,  Sir,  that  there  is  not  aay 
Doubt  with  me  but  a  great  Majority  of  the  Votes  for  Governor  viU 
be  in  favour  of  President  Miffiin  in  this  and  the  adjoining  Coantio^ 
whioh  I  expect  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  you. 

W.  L. 
Directed, 

Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq'r,  Secretary  of  the  Sup'me  Bxecutivo 
Council,  Philadelphia. 


H.  Braokenridob  to  Pres.  Mifflin — Cornplanter,  1790. 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sir, 

Two  Indian  Chiefs,  of  the  name  of  Complanter  and  Half  Town, 
Conceiving  themselves  injured  by  Colonel  John  Gibson,  have  been 
directed  to  apply  to  me,  to  obtain  for  them  redress  by  law.  I  have 
^commended  to  them,  now  that  they  are  going  down*  to  present 
themselves  before  your  Excellency,  to  make  complaint  to  the 
Council,  who  will  enquire  into  this  afiair,  and  oaU  Mr.  Gibson  to  an 
aeconnt,  if  ho  shall  seem  to  have  defrauded  them.  It  is  se 
cuRtomary  with  Traders  to  Cheat  Indians,  that  I  think  it  not  im- 
probable that  tbeir  Complaints  are  well  founded.  General  Gibson 
acting  as  a  Commissioner  under  your  authority,  will  be  properly 
amenable  before  you.     It  is  a  misdemeanour,  yfhkih.  I  conceive  will 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  407,  498,  400,  601—508,  610,  611—513 
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sapport  an  indiotmeDiy  if  tbe  fact  is  established.  If  so,  the  CouDcils 
can  direct  an  enquiry  at  this  place.  For  the  course  of  six  months 
I  have  been  importuned  by  those  Chiefs  to  give  them  advice  in  this 
matter,  and  the  Common  Opinion  here  is  strong  in  their  favour 
with  regard  to  the  injustice  done  them.  I  know  well  that  such 
ground  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  savages  is  often  the 
occasion  of  war,  and  certainly  it  behooves  the  government  to  take 
care  of  their  officers,  and  oblige  them  to  act  honestly  with  them. 
With  great  personal  respect, 

Tour  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  Hble.  Servt., 

HU.  BRACKENRIDGE. 
October  4th,  1790,  Pittsburg. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Oen'l  Thoma3  Mifflin,  President  of  Penajiyi^nii 

SoBSRT  Galbraith  TO  Pres.  Mifflin — lNDfe«?%  (17^0;  -^^ 

His  Excellency^  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire.  t     ^  \^^     ^ 

Having  met  with  the  Corn  planter  and  his  company  oil 
to  Philad^a,  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  inform  yoar  Excellency 
that  I  have  been  acquainted  with  Stif-knee,  one  of  his  company,  the 
greatest  part  of  this  summer,  as  he  has  resided  about  twelve  Miles 
from  Pittsburgh  on  the  Alleghany  River,  near  to  where  I  now  re- 
side; and  have  known  tbe  said  Stif-knee  to  watch  the  frontier  on 
that  quarter,  and  use  every  exertion  in  his  power  to  prevent  Horses 
being  stolen  or  any  injury  done  to  the  good  people  at  that  place, 
that  he  has  been  friendly  and  useful  to  the  Americans  in  general,  and 
is  a  man  of  a  general  good  character. 

The  Oornplanter's  Zeal  and  Attachment  to  the  American  cause  is 
BO  well  known,  that  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing 
on  that  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  assured 

friend  and  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  GALBRAITH. 

Greensbnrgh,  October  7th,  1790. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
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Opinion  or  Wm.  Bradfobb^  Attoenet  Gsne&aih  on  Wsioiixa 

AND  MXABURSSy  1790. 

I  have  attentively  oonaidered  the  Aet  of  Aesenibly  <<  for  ragvlat- 
iDg  weight!  ftod  neasares,"  and  the  questio&B  arising  thereos,  to 
wit :  1.  In  whom  the  appointmeat  of  the  officer  therein  mentioned 
18  now  vested  ?  and  2d.  Whether  the  Mayor  or  Gorporation  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  have  a  right  to  appoint  each  an  officer  for  the 
City  in  exclusion  of  that  appointed  bv  the  G^iunty. 

By  the  Act  aforesaid,  passed  12  Will  III.,  it  is  directed  that  the 
keeper  of  the  standard  weights  and  measures  in  each  county,  should 
be  appointed  <<  by  the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  Council"  It  is 
true  that  the  Council  here  spoken  of,  was  a  Legislative  Council. 
Yet  after  the  alteration  of  the  Qovernment  in  1701,  and  when  no 
such  Council  existed  we  find  the  act  expressly  confirmed  by  the 
General  Assembly.  Thus  in  1705,  eh.  24,  §2.  It  is  declared  that 
(excepting  one  clause)  *'  the  act  for  regulating  weights  and  metsurea 
shall  be,  and  remain  in  full  force '/'  and  by  the  Act  passed  19  Jan., 
1783-4,  "  millers,  bolters  and  bakers  are  required  to  bring  their 
**  weigfatB  and  measures  onoe  in  three  years  to  the  ataadard  kept  in 
''  each  county  according  to  the  direction  of  the  act  of  12  Will..  III.'' 
It  also  appears  that  this  power  was  exercised  aoccwdingly  by  the 
Governor ;  and  in  the  minutes  of  Council  I  find  that  John  Carter 

was  appointed  agreeably  to  the  direotipss  of  this  Act  on  the 

Jan.,  1729-^0 ;  and  I  am  informed  similar  appointmenta  have  been 
made  in  later  periods. 

The  power  in  question  therefore  previous  to  the  reeoItttioD  was 
clearly  vested  in  the  Governor,  and  1  am  of  opinkm  ^at  by  the 
Laws  and  Constitution  of  the  State,  the  appointment  may  now  be 
made  by  the  PresideHi  in  CoundL 

As  to  the  second  question,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Mayor  end 
Corporation  have  not  any  such  power  of  appointment.  It  deea, 
indeed,  appear  that  soon  after  their  inoorporatiou  in  1701,  they  par- 
chased  weights,  &a,  and  the  olerk  of  the  market  had  for  aome  time 
the  keeping  of  these  as  part  of  his  doty.  Afterwarda  a  distiDet 
officer  was  appointed  for  keeping  the  dry  measures ;  and  the  copper 
standard  measure  mentioned  in  the  Act  came  into  his  possession.  It 
is  probable  he  had  at  the  same  time  an  appointment  under  the  12 
Will.,  III.  from  the  Governor.  This  standard  measure  being  injured 
a  new  one  was  procured  at  the  expence  of  the  City.       * 

Thie  power,  exercised  by  the  former  Corporation  was  not  derived 
from  any  act  of  Assembly ;  nor  conld  they  derive  any  such  from 
their  charter  in  derogation  of  an  express  and  possitive  aet  of 
Assembly.  But  it  probably  took  its  rise  from  the  practice  ih 
England,  and  was  submitted  to  from  convenience  or  necessity,  or 
perhaps  authorised  by  the  concurrent  appointment  of  the  Governor 

By  a  variety  of  statutes  in  England  every  City  and  Market  Town 
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h  to  have  a  eommon  bahnoe  weights  and  aaeaBoraa;  and  the  «ifiirk  of 
the  market  is  to  have  siioh  wei^ts  and  measuf  es  narkiad  acowding 
io  the  standard  kept  in  the  Bxoheqner.  The  Major,  Ao.,  ii  also 
diMcted  to  see  that  the  weights^  &e.,  are  agreeabij  to  it,  to  de8tro5r 
those  that  are  not  and  to  fine  delinqaents.  '<  These  statutes  are  in 
their  nature  local;  jet  are  probablj  the  foundation  of  the  practice  of 
the  late  Oorpotation.  It  is,  indeed,  part  of  the  dutj  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  market  to  have  weights  and  measures  that  are  regalated  according 
to  the  standard,  to  enable  him  to  take  the  assise  of  broad,  beer,  &o. : 
a  power  which  was,  and  is  still  vested  in  him  :  bat  the  weights  and 
measures  in  his  possession  are  not  to  be  oonsidered  a$  the  4tandard$ 
Ironed  to  in  the  act. 

However,  as  it  seems  donbtfal,  whether  there  are  now  in  eztstenoe 
anj  sneh  standards  as  are  directed  bj  the  said  act  to  be  prooared| 
and  as  the  original  standard  is  now  kept  in  a  foreign  kingdom,  I  bet 
leave  to  singgest  that  the  act  demands  a  revision  vnless  there  should 
speedilj  be  some  general  and  permanent  provision  made  bj  the 
United  States  that  maj  suporoede  the  necessitj  of  any  State  regula- 
tiosui  on  this  sabjeot. 

WM.  BRADFORD,  Jb. 

Att'y  Qen'l. 

Philad'a,  October  14, 1790. 


PRESmRT  Of  OotTKOIIi  10  QOVSRNOB  Of  CoNITIBOTIOUT,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia;  October  18th,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  eonfidenee  which  I  repose  in  jonr  read j  disposition  to  aid  the 
exeoQtion  of  the  Laws  of  a  Sister  State,  so  far  as  right  and  Jnstice 
may  require,  leads  me,  bj  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Supreme 
executive  Covinoil  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  make  the  following 
Representation  to  jou,  and  to  crave  jour  interposition  therein.  It  has 
been  made  to  appear  to  us,  that  a  writ  of  foreign  attachment  issued 
out  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  Countj  of  Philadelphia 
at  the  suit  of  Robert  Miinor  and  George  Haynes  against  Thomas 
Mumford,  then  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  returnable  to  the  Term 
of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  three.  That  before  the  return  day  thereof  it  was  delivered 
to  Thomss  Proctor,  Esquire,  then  High  Sheriff  of  the  Citj  and 
County  of  Philadelphia,  who  executed  the  same  by  attaching  the 
Brig  Bird  and  Cargo  [supposed  to  be]  the  preperty  of  the  Defendant, 
and  by  summoning  William  Wattles  the  Commander  thereof  to 
appear  and  answer  as  (Garnishee : — ^Tbat  Captain  Wattles  afterwards 
availed  himself  of  an  opportunity  of  escaping  under  cover  of  night 
from  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  wfth  the  said  Brigand  Cargo,  and 
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left  the  said  Thomas  Prootor,  Esqairei  aoootiDtable  to  the  Plaintiff 
for  the  value  thereof.  That  it  was  so  proceeded  in  the  said  writ 
of  attachment,  that  the  Plaintiffs  by  due  course  of  Law  obtained  a 
Verdict  and  Judgment  against  the  said  Thomas  Mumford  for  nine 
hundred  find  five  pounds  fifteen  shillings  lawful  money  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. That  Milnor  and  Haynes  thereupon  commenced  an  action 
against  the  said  Thomas  Proctor,  Esquire,  for  the  Recovery  of  the 
Value  of  the  Brig  and  Cargo ;  by  reason  of  the  same  having  been 
wrongfully  carried  away  after  having  been  attached  as  aforesaid,  and 
having  obtained  Judgment  against  him  for  six  hundred  and  three 
pounds  one  shilling  and  three  pence  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania 
with  Costs  of  Suit,  have  issued  an  Execution  thereon ;  in  virtoe 
whereof,  his  Estate  hath  been  levied  on  and  become  liable  to  be  sold 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  Judgment.  That  the  said  Thomas 
Proctor,  Esquire,  hath  by  the  advice  of  his  Council  cansed  special 
Bail  to  be  entered  to  the  said  Writ  of  attachment,  whereby  it  is 
conceived  the  same  is  dissolved  and  turned  into  a  common  action 
npon  the  Case,  and  that  Mr.  Proctor  will,  on  the  surrendering  the 
Body  of  Mr.  Mumford  to  the  present  Sheriff  of  Philadelphia  County 
be  discharged  from  all  responsibility  to  Messrs.  Milnor  and  Haynes. 
It  is  too  likely  however,  that  Mr.  Proctor  will  meet  with  difficulties 
in  his  Endeavours  to  accomplish  this  reasonable,  and  as  it  is  conceived 
lawful  purpose,  unless  he  can  be  aided  with  the  executive  authority 
of  your  State ;  as  it  is  alleged  that  Mr.  Mumford,  having  fled  or 
removed  to  your  State,  has  taken  pains  to  secure  his  House  in  such 
a  nianner  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  attempts  of  his  Bail  to  arrest  him, 
in  order  to  a  surrender  in  a  discharge  of  his  recognizance.  Aa  the 
Bail  is  the  keeper  of  his  principal,  it  is  conceived,  that  he  has  at  all 
times  and  at  all  places  a  right  to  arrest  him  in  order  to  his  surrender, 
and  to  break  open  Houses  for  that  purpose  if  the  same  shall  be  found 
necessary,  but  as  this  might  lead  to  disagreeable  altercation  and 
perhaps  to  bloodshed,  which  the  friendly  interposition  of  Government 
may  prevent.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
Council  to  address  your  Excellency  on  this  occasion,  in  behalf  of  an 
aggrieved  and  meritorious  Citizen  of  this  Commonwealth.  Ton 
will  readily  perceive  Sir,  that  this  application  is  not  founded  on  any 
article  contained  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  that 
it  originates  from  a  regard  to  Justice  and  a  sense  of  that  friendly 
intercourse  between  Sister  States  which  the  good  of  the  whole 
requires  to  be  kept  npon  occasions  of  this  kin<L  This  Letter  will 
he  delivered  to  you  by  the  Gentleman  who  has  entered  special  Bail 
for  Mr.  Mumford  or  by  some  person  legally  deputed  by  him,  and  as  it 
will  be  accompanied  by  a  Bail  piece  duly  authenticated,  I  am 
induced  to  hope,  that  all  friendly  assistance  of  the  executive 
authority  of  your  State  consistent  with  Law  will  be  exerted,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  surrender  of  Mr.  Mumford 
proving  ineffectual.  [Should  a  similar  application  from  yonr  State  at 
any  time  be  made  to  the  exeoutive  authority  of  tfais^  I  haye  no  doubt 
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of  its  meeting  with  that  attention  wbieh  a  re^ird  to  jwttioa  tnay 
require.] 

Opinion  of  Attorney  General  on  tbe  Foregoing. 

I  have  pernsed  the  aboTe  draught  of  a  letter  intended  to  be  aent 
to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut.  I  conceive  that  tbe  law  b  truly 
stated  therein,  and  if  the  facts  are  accurately  set  forth,  I  apprehend 
that  tbe  request  made  is  a  proper  one.  Even  between  independent 
states,  it  is  considered  as  part  of  tbe  general  law  of  Nations,  that  the^ 
Justice  of  one  Country  ought  to  aid  tbe  Justice  of  another :  and 
the  protection  which  every  state  owes  to  its  own  citiaens  renders  an 
interposition  of  this  kind  neither  unusual  nor  improper. 

I  have  made  a  few  alterations  which  are  respectfully  submitted  & 
I  apprehend  that  the  last  sentence  should  be  wholly  omitted.* 

The  above  opinion  however  is  given  upon  tbe  presumption  that 
the  property  attached  was  really  the  property  of  Mr.  Mumford  & 
the  Capt.  of  the  vessel,  of  course,  employed  by  him.  I  therefore 
recommend  the  words  '*  supposed  to  be ''  in  tbe  eleventh  line  should 
be  struck  out  if  the  truth  of  the  fact  will  admit  it :  but  if  there  ia 
no  proof  of  this  fact  I  cannot  think  that  the  Sheri£f  would  be  justi- 
fiable in  entering  bail  for  the  defendant,  when  no  property  of  hia 
was  attached,  and  of  course  subjecting  him  to  a  trial  &  perhaps 
imprisonment  in  a  distant  Country. 

W.  BRADFORD,  Jun. 
Indortedf 

To  His  Excellency,  Tbe  Governor  of  tbe  State  of  Gonnecticnt 
Copy  of  this  Letter  forwarded. 


N.  Falconer,  Health  Ofwcjer— Pbst  House,  17C0. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  and  tbe   Supreme  Executive 
Gonncil. 

I  shall  be  glad  if  Connect  aprove  of  it  to  have  an  order  for 
Twenty  two  pounds  ten  shillings  which  Lays  in  tbe  hands  of  the 
Treashurer  of  the  State  belonging  to  the  pest  house  to  pay  for  filling 
up  the  boles  in  the  wharf  to  save  it  from  being  Carried  away  by 
the  Ice  this  winter. 

I  am  with  Great  Respect 

youv  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Hble.  Ser., 

NATH.  FALCONER  t 
Philadelphia,  the  18th  October,  1790. 
Direttedf 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

*  These  are  probably  what  is  included  in  the  brackets— the  Governor's 
reply  has  not  been  found. 

t  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  498. 
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Lt.  BiaNAEB  HuBIftT  TO  Pkbs.  MtmiKf — MTlLBnA,  1790. 

North«mb«rUid^  Oct'r  25iby  1790. 
Dr.  Sir, 

The  Bearer,  Colonel  James  Marrow  will  have  the  honor  to  Kand 
tbia  to  J*  Excellency,  &  who  can  if  requisite  more  particularly 
acquaint  you  of  the  Militiai  &  with  the  circumstances  of  those  who 
have  not  regularly  attended  muster  on  the  Genl.  Field  Days  ap- 
pointed; Ih  the  first  Instance  there  are  some  of  the  People  that  do 
act  attend  who  are  really  tired  with  the  mode  and  are  wishing  for 
sew  Reiraktions  to  take  place,  others  whose  Circomstances  does  not 
permit  &  paKicularly  at  this  time  of  year,  Seeding  not  being  oyer 
yet  in  this  County,  whereby  it  has  also  been  owing  that  the  muster 
days  have  been  very  small  &  it  has  happened  that  on  some  of  the 
Field  Days  it  Rained  all  day,  that  they  could  not  attend  at  all ;  I 
would  therefore  recommend  a  General  Exoneration  of  Fines  to  take 
place  in  this  County,  the  former  Lieutenants  well  knowing  the 
situation  &  Circumstances  of  the  People,  &  that  numbers  would 
have  been  muoh  dietress'd  had  they  Imposed  the  Fines  regular;  I 
am  of  opinion  a  Plan  might  be  adopted  that  would  be  more  satis- 
hciotj  to  the  People  in  General,  a  well  Regulated  militia  corres- 
ponding with  the  Constitution  might  answer  a  salutary  end,  and  such 
a  one  might  be  formed  without  a  grievance,  the  present  mode  does 
not  seem  to  answer  the  best  end,  it  appears  to  me  the  People  are 
not  able  to  perform  any  manoeuvres  equal  to  those  they  did  befora 
the  last  war,  there  is  not  that  ambition,  almost  every  person  seems 
careless  about  it,  there  is  not  one  among  a  Hundred  now  found  that 
can  any  more  go  through  the  manual  Exercise.  The  Inclosed  ia  a 
Return  of  the  officers  of  the  6th  Batallion  who  have  no  Commiasions, 
it  is  but  lately  I  received  the  Return  from  the  Command'g  officer, 
every  part  of  the  Militia  Laws  appear  bsickward,  evea  the  Eetoms 
of  the  absentees  from  last  May  are  not  all  come  to  hands,  I  haTe 
done  every  thing  that  could  be  to  get  them  but  fimd  it  vejcy  difficoltw 
I  have  the  Honor  to  aubscribe  myself 

With  every  sentiment  of  esteemj 

Your  most  obed't  hqm'l  serv't, 

BER.  HUBLBY, 
Lieu^t  Norih'd  County. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin^  Esqr.,  President^  State  of  Pen'a. 

Hoo'd  by  Col.  J.  Murrow. 
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CoRNPLANTEn  TO  Pbes.  Mifflii^,  1790. 

(Copy.) 

Pkilada.,  Oct.  25th,  1790. 
My  Father  of  the  Quaker  State, 

Having  come  to  the  City  for  the  pnrpose  of  laying  before  Yox\ 
some  Grievances  which  the  Seneca  Nation,  over  which  I  presidei 
have  to  complain  of;  and  which  I  fully  intended  to  have  laia  before 
Yon  to-morrow ;  bat  having  luckily  met  with  a  Mr.  Phelps,  between 
whom  &  my  Nation,  the  di9erenoe  in  a  great  Measure  subsists ;  and 
a  long  la)k  having  taken  place  between  him  in  me,  in  the  presence 
of  some  of  my  Friends,  which  has  delayed  the  time^  &  made  it  impos- 
Bible  for  me  to  do  as  I  wished  ;  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  tha^ 
you  will  pardon  &  forgive  my  not  conplyiog  with  my  Engagements ; 
And  that  yon  will  give  me  another  Opportunity  of  talking  with  you. 
With  great  Respect  &  Esteem, 

I  am  Yoor  affectionate  Son, 

CORNPLANTBR'S  +  Mark  * 
JHreciedf 

His  Excellenoy,  Thomas  Mifflin^  fisq. 


Glbrk  or  H.  R. — QmoB  is  State  Hotrsi,  1790. 

Philadelphia,  28th  October,  1790. 
I  have  seen  the  apartmeots  which  are  desigoed  for  the  nse  of  the 
Clerk's  Office,  and  as  Committee  rooms  for  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives^ and  am  of  opinion  that  there  will  be  no  necessity  to 
remove  Mr.  Joseph  Fry  from  that  wing  ol  the  State  House,  but  that 
his  removal  intathat  part  of  it  in  which  the  Land  Office  was  lately 
kept,  will  leave  room  sufficient  for  the  purposes  first  mentioned. 

JOHN  BECKLEY, 
Clerk  to  the  House  of  Rep.  of  the  U.  States. 


John  Niobolson  to  Pass.  Mifflin — Indians,  1790. 

Sir, 

Understanding  that  tbeiadians  now  in  towu  are  enumeratiftg  their 
Grievances,  and  as  the  state  as  well  as  individuals  have  sustained  a 
loss  from  a  non-settlement  of  that  part  of  Penn'a  North  West  of 
The  Ohio  A  Alle^eney,  I  take  the  liberty  of  laying  the  inclosed 

*  See  page  782,  also  CoL  Rec,  p.  497,  fto. 
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deposition  before  jon,  shewing  that  four  men  who  had  been  phoed 
on  land  in  the  depreciation  district,  at  a  considerable  expence  and 
loss  to  mj  brother  and  myself,  and  were  improving  there,  were 
menaoed  by  the  Indians  in  snch  a  manner  as  to  Oblige  them  to 
abandon  their  improvements  and  habitations. 

If  any  good  to  the  state  and  security  to  fatare  settlers  there  nay 
be  likely  to  be  obtained  therefrom,  I  wish  this  affair  may  be  laid 
before  them  while  in  the  city.     Which  b  respectfully  submitted  by 
Sir^  your  Most  Obedient, 

Very  humble  servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Philada.,  Oct.  28th,  1790. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq;,  Presid^t  Penn'a« 


Personally  came  before  Me,  the  Subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  County  of  Allegany,  a  Certain  Henry  Gable  k 
Henry  Thomas,  and  being  Sworn  as  the  Law  directeth,  Deponetb 
and  Sayeth  that  they,  the  Said  Henry  Cable  &  Henry  Thomas,  with 
Nicolas  Sirlett  and  peter  Sirlett,  were  Peaceably  Improving  oo  a 
tract  of  Land  on  the  road  Leading  from  Pittsburgh  to  Kiskey  oH 
town,  abt.  the  Distance  of  Eleven  or  twelve  miles  from  said  town  of 
Pittsburgh,  &  that  on  Sunday  Evening  Last  past  they,  the  sd.  Henry 
Nicolas  ft  peter,  were  in  a  threatning  Manner  Drove  of  the  sd.  Tract, 
by  four  Indians,  of  what  Nation  they  know  not,  ft  further  Sayeth 
not. 

®'Z?Qfh"S.l"I!rlnriM7rffl     HENRICH  GOELERT. 
SmWA^llcr''"''''!     HENRY  X  THOMAS. 


Thos.  Pkootoe  to  Pres.  Mifflin — Cornplanter,  1790. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  Ist,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  call'd  upon  this  morning  by  Captain  Obeal,  to 
acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  his  People  are  ready  to  return  to 
Fort  Pitt,  as  soon  as  your  pleasure  and  that  of  the  Executive  Coun* 
cil  are  made  known  to  us  having  only  two  days  notice.  He  likewise 
requested  me  to  name  to  you  that  they  have  not  received  the  Coats  as 
spoken  of  to  them  by  the  Council.  This  being  the  particulars  they 
wished  to  have  communicated  to  your  Excellency }  be  pleased  to  give 
your  instructions,  as  Secretary  Biddle  is  gone  to  lUading,  (as  I 
am  informed)  and  I  will  be  careful  to  contract  upon  the  lowest 
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prindiplefl^  ithjieb  the  Taylor  informed  ia«iroQld  act  eioe6Jt£31  O0. 
f  Coat. 

I  axD;  your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  PROCTOR.* 
Direciedf 
Hb  Excellency;  Thomas  Mifflin. 


THOCU  FbOOTOE  to  PbSS.  MiVVUK — CoBNPIiANTEEy   1790. 

PbUadelphia^  No^'r  2d,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  bave  commanioated  to  the  Indian  Chiefs^  the  purporb  of  your 
written  Instractions  to  me  of  yesterday,  with  which  they  are  well 
pleased,  being  yery  desirous  of  returning  to  their  respective  homes 
before  the  hard  weather  sets  in.  I  am  particularly  In  treated  by 
Capt.  Obeal  to  Lay  before  your  Excellency  and  the  Executive 
Council,  sundry  requisitions  in  behalf  of  himself  and  People;  whioh^ 
he,  by  no  means^  desires  a?  a  Gift,  b«t  as  a  Loan  to  be  repaid  to  the 
state,  npon  a  settlement  of  their  account  current  with  it,  and  upon 
it  being  granted  to  them  for  the  comfort  of  their  distressed  familys, 
will  Immediately  leave  the  City.  The  better  to  effect  this  desireable 
end,  I  have  partly  engaged  a  Conveyance  for  themselves  and 
baggage,  with  Waggoners  Immediately  going  for  Fort  Pitt,  and 
perhaps,  it  ipay  be  long  before  another  may  offer.  Capt.  Obeal  for 
himself  and  People,  makes  request  of  One  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars  to  lay  out  in  necessarys  for  which  he  will  give  his  obligation,  ^ 
viz :      .  ... 

To  Capt.  Obeal  and  his  Interpreter,  $70 

To  Half  Town  and  Great  Tree,  50 

To  Senecca  Williams  and  Jas.  Hntchins,  40 

:   To  Johti  D«ker  20  dollars  andtoold  Kuyasata  the  very  fi^ithful 

friend  of  the  State,  npon  every  occasion,  the  sum  of  10  dollars. 

Whatever  your  Excellency's  pleasure  may  be  on  this  subject|  X 
•ball  be  happy  to  eommunioate  to  them  as  soon  aa  reo'd  by 

Tom  Obedient  Servant,  t 

THOMAS  PROCTOR,  t  * 
Directed, 

His  Excellency^  Thomas  Mifflin. 


♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVT.,  p.  810. 
t  See  reply— Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV 
Vol.  XL— 32 


See  reply— Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  610. 
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John  NicaxiLgoir  vo  Pus/  Mukin — Gnr  Lots,  fta,  1790. 

Sir, 

I  do  iQjfielf  the  honor  to  iDclose  a  plan  of  sundry  lots  in  the  dtj 
of  Philadelphia,  the  property  of  this  Commonwealth. 

By  an  Aot  passed  the  8th  April,  1786,  These  are  directed  to  be 
sold  for  the  redemption  of  the  certifioates  of  debts  of  thia  State. 
The  present  market  price  of  those  securities,  lov)  when  compared 
with  the  ample  provision  made  for  them,  or  when  compared  wiih  the 
certificates  of  debts  of  the  United  States ;  as  well  as  the  present 
advance  in  the  estimate  of  lots  and  the  prospects  held  up  of  the 
buildings  for  the  accomodation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  being  erected  towards  the  centre  of  the  City  Groand  plan  of 
the  City,*  together  with  the  consideration  of  the  daily  aocamulatiDg 
interest  of  the  debt  to  be  redeemed  thereby,  all  conspire  to  mark  the 
present  as  the  most  advantageous  time  for  selling. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  NICHOLSON. 

Nov'r3d,1790. 
I>irectedf 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.  Presd.  in  Conaeil. 


JoSlfiPH  NlCHOLASON,   INDIAN  INTERPRETER,  TO  PRES-  MiFFLIN, 

1790. 

To  His  Excellency,  the  President  and  the  Honorable  the  Sopreme 
Executive  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

Having  been  at  some  ezpence  in  condneting  the  Coniplanter  and 
his  Companions  to  this  City,  and  the  Little  Cash  I  brougnt  with  me 
being  expended,  I  am  under  the  Necessity  of  reqaesting  that  your 
Excellency  and  the  Honble  Cocineil  would  be  pleased  to  grant  me 

the  sum  of  Fifteen  pounds  on  aoeonnt  of  the  said  expenoes,  an 
• 

*  This  probably  allades  to  tbe  building  formerly  on  the  site  of  tiie  presont 
TTuif  ersity  on  9th  at  The  comer  stone  of  the  Frttidmfa  BotUe,  was  kid 
May  10, 1 792 ;  but  was  not  finished  'till  1797 ;  when  it  was  tendered  by  GoT'r 
Mifflin  to  Pres.  Adams,  bat  declined  by  him.  It  was  then  purchased  by  the 
University,  and  taken  down ;  .  and  the  comer  stone  of  the  Uniyernty 
lud  July  31st,  1829.  The  former  building  not  havitfg  been  used  by  the 
President  of  United  States,  was  occupied  for  several  years  by  the  Universily 
before  the  erection  of  the  present  buildings  in  1829.  See  Hasard*8  Rdgister 
of  Pennsylvania,  Vol.  lY.,  pp.  86,  176. 
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neootint  of  wbieh  I  will  render  iti  a  few  days  ftnd  in  whieli  I  will 
endeavoar  to  be  as  moderate  as  possible. 
I  ani;  with  great  Respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  liiost  obedient  and 

Tory  hnmble  Servant, 
JOSEPH  NICHOLASON  * 
NoT'r,4tb,1790. 
Indorsed^ 

Read  in  Cooneil,  Noveaibcr  4th,  1790,  and  agreed  to  an  Order. 
James  Trimble  for  Charles  Biddle,  Sec'y. 

Directed  J 

Hia  Eze^lleaoy,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Clbmsnt  ^^iddle  to  Pbkb:  MinuN — ^Tentb,  1790. 

Sir, 

Colonel  Franks  applied  to  me  for  the  loan  of  fonr  Tents  oat  of  the 
public  Stores  for  the  use  of  the  French  Emigrants  going  to  Scioto, 
who  set  off  thb  morning  as  soon  as  they  can  Obtain  them,  k  ha 

fromises  to  have  the  like  number  made  k  returned  in  a  few  Dayf. 
request  to  know  if  your  Excellency  or  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  approve  of  leting  him  have  them,  and  I  can  direct  them  to 
\)t  delivered  from  the  Stores. 

Your  mo.  Obed't  k  very  H'ble  Ser., 

CLEMENT  BIDDLB, 

Q.  M.  a  Militia. 
Nov.  6,  'OO. 
Plosse  to  let  Mr.  Shdeider  bring  me  the  result. 

Indotud^ 

Read  in  Counoll,  November  6th,  1790,  and  agreed  to. 

DirecUdy 
His  Excellency,  President  Mifflin. 


Dayid  I^rTTjENHOtJSE,  Tbsab.,  TO  Paxs.  MnriTLiN,  1790. 

Nov.  iOth,  1790. 
Sir, 

In  ihe  yeat  1779,  bv  the  direction  of  Council,  I  gave  my  Bond, 
as  Treasurer  for  the  State,  to  G-eor^e  Ross,  Esq.,  Judge  of  the 
Admiralty,  to  indemnify  him  for  paying  a  Sum  of  prize  money  in 

♦  See  Ool  Reo.,  Vol.,  XVI.  p.  611. 
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Ma  hindto^  44j<^^^^  ^  ^^  Stfttff  qa  aoooiifit'of  the  Sloop  AotiTO,  ia 
coDseqaenoe  of  which  Bond  upwards  of  ;^ll,()P0  was  paid  into  the 
State  Treasury.  The  dbtiibution  of  said  pri«e  mouej  has  since  been 
GODtested,  as  Council  are  do  doubt  well  informed;  and  mj  Bond  is 
now  in  Suit.  I  laust  request  ^he  Hon'ble  Council  to  take  such 
meijsarM  p^  wi|l  extri^te  me  ft;om  this  difficulty,  in  which  the  State 
only  is  interested.  I  have  been  desired  likewise  to  remind .  the 
Hon'ble  Executive,  that  the  Council  who  have  engaged  to  defend 
the  State  in  this  Business,  have  as  yet  had  no  compensation  for  their 
'  trouble.  Tour  good  offices  in  this  matter  will  lay  the  greatest  obli- 
gation on, 

Sir;  your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

DAVID  RITTENHOUSS. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin/lBsquire,  President  in  CouneiL 


AoQpTTAL  or  Samuel  Dotlk,  1790. 

Northumberland  County,  ss. 

Be  U  remembered  that  at  a  Court  of  Over  &  Terminer  and  general 
Gaol  Delivery  holden  at  Sunbury  in  and  for  the  County  of  North- 
umberland on  Friday,  the  twelfth  day  of  November,  in  the  Year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  the  fifteenth,  before  the  Honorable 
Thomas  M'Kean,  Esquire,  Doctor  of  Law^  Chief  Justice,  and  the 
Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  ibe  Commottweath  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Justices  of  the  nud 
Commonwealth  assigned  to  hear,  try  and  determine  all  and  eveiy 
the  Indictments  and  Ptesentments  made  and  taken' for  or  eoneanang 
all  Treasons,  Murders,  and  such  other  Crimes  as  are  by  the  Iawb  3. 
the  said  Com«ioiiwea)th  ma^Q  Capital  ^  J^eloniHB  of  Death  which 
have  been  or  may  be  done,  committed,  perpetrated  or  happened» 
within  the  said  Commonwealth,  as  also  to  deliver  theOaoIs  of  all 
Persons  which  have  or  may  be  committed  for  the  Crimes  afore^d, 
by  the  Oath  of  William  Montgomery,  Esquire,  William  Cooke, 
Esquire,  John  Weitzel,  Esquire,  Christian  Gettig,  Esquire,  William 
HepburU}  Esquire,  Robert  Fleming,  Esquire,  Samuel  Weiaer, 
Esquire,  Peter  Hostetman,  James  Jetrkins,  Bernard  fiubley,  John 
Thprnburg,.  Anthony  Selio,  Paul  Baldy,  Amariah  Sutton,  Gluiatian 
Yentser,  James  Alexander  and  Thomas  Gaskins,  and  solemn  affir- 
mation of  Joseph  Wallis,  Esquire,  George  Hugl^^  Esquire,  and 
Samuel  Wall}s,  Esquire,  good  and  lawful  men  of  th^  County  afore- 
said, impanelled,  sworn,  affirmed  and  charged  to  enquire  fbr  the  said 
<3oa()monwealtli,  and  the 'Body. of  the  said  County  6f  Northumber- 
land, it  is  present^  t^^iBi^nry  WaUf^r^  Jp9e||h  Walker,  Benjamin 
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Widter  a04.8iai««^  Dbyl«f  all  liife  6iP  ibe 'Ibwuflbip  fff'L^rcyfUiog,' 
Id  tlMOonoiy  of  NorthvvihiriAa^y  TeooMti)  0Ot*lft^&g  tb«  fDiesr  of 
Ooi  b^re  ibmH  %e«,  bai  befbg  movbil  iiid  ie<bic«id  by  tUefq^ti^ 
gation  of  the  Devil,  on  tbe  tweDty-Beventh  Day  of  June;  I*  the*  Year 
tff  oiir  Ik>rd  one  tbonmod  Mtfett  hutidred  ttid  illitiely,^  wiih  96M9  mod 
ArtM^  kc.y  4i  ibe  Towo^ip*  iiforefliiid,  in  tb«  mM  'Co«ffly,  ift  ai^ 
upon  a  oeriain  Indian  Man,  wboae  Name  is  le  tb«  laqiMflt  aVoraaaid 
Unknewn,  in-  tbe'  Paaoe  of  God  and  4)f  the  Oommoawealtb  tben  a«4 
tbere.  bmg,  fekmioQidy,  wilf^Hy^  and  of  their  'MUlee  aferetbwigfa^ 
Aid- make  an  AaaauU ;  abd  ibat  tbe  mtd  Henry  Waikeis  witii  a  «er« 
ioia  7aaiabawk,:wbicb  be^  tbe  said  Henry  Walker,  thto  and  thei^ 
bad  «nd  b«4d  in  bm  rigbl  Hand,  tbe  flaid  Indian  Man,  wboeeNam 
la  tD.ibe  laqoeet  vnkaetwn,  in  tsmd'  npmi  tbe  back  Part  of  tbe  0ei(d 
of  bin,  tbeaaid  Indian  Man,  f^6nioMly;  wATally,  andnf  bla  Malkf 
aibrcabongbt,  did  etrike,  wound  and  penelraae^  tben  and  ibefe  giving 
to  tbe  S4id  Indian  Man v  in  and  npen  tht  baek  Bait  of  ibe  aaid 
Indian  Man,  witb  tbe  Tomabi^k  nforeeaid,  one  mortal  Wanlbd,  of 
tbo  Letigtb  of  tbree  Inebea,  anld  e.f  tbe  Det>«h  of  one  Inob,  of  whieb 
eald  Mortal  Wound  tbe' eatd  Indian  Man -then  and  abore  did- dio) 
bnd  tbat  tbe  said  Benjamin  WUker,  Jompb  Walker  nnd  >8ankel 
Doyle^  tben  and  tbere,  witb  F0ree<  and  Ahna)*  Ae^,  lekniooaly'y  wil- 
fnity'abd  of  tbebr  Maliee  afoiretbongbt,-  were  present,  aiding,  «bettin{^ 
and  assisting  the  said  H^tivy  Walker, 'the  Fblony  and  Mnrder  afotn^ 
said,  in  Manner  and  Form  aforesaid^  tben  abd  tbere  to  doy-  |>erpe- 
trate  and  e^mcait  And  so  the  Inquest  aforesaid,  npon  their  Oaths 
anJ  A^rinatlons  ak)re8aid,  do  say  that  tbe  said  Henry  Walker, 
Joseph  Walker  and  Samuel  Doyle,  him,  tbe  said  Indian  Man,  whose 
Name  is  to  the  Inquest  aforesaid  as  yet  unknown,  then  and  there  in 
Manner  and  Form  aforesaid,  feloniously,  wilfully  and  of  their  Malice 
aforethought,  did  kill  and  murder,  against  the  Peace  and  Dignity  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  )Pem^ylyanif .. 

And  afterwards,  to  wit.,  at  the  same  Delivery  of  the  Oaol  of  tbe 
said  Commonwealth,  of  the  County  aforesaid,  holden  at  Sunbury,  in 
and  for  .the  County  afpresaid^  on  Saturday  tha  twelftb  Bay  of 
li^ovember  aforesaid^  in  the  same  fifteentk  Tear  of  tie  Commoa- 
wealth  aforesaid,  cometb  the  said  Samuel  Doyle,  under  the, Custody 
of  Martin  WithiDgton,  Usquire,  Sheriff  of  ^  the  County  aforesaid, 
(in  whose  Custody,  in  the  Gaol  of  the  County  aforesaid,  for  tba 
Causei  a&resajd^  be  had  been  committed  before,}  being  brousht  to 
the  Bar  by  the  skid  Slieriff,  to  whom*'  he  Is  also  here  committed,  and 
forthiirith  being  demanded  of  the  Prendses  bfbfesaid,  abbte  obargei 
upon  hiin,^  how  he  will  acquit,  himself  thereof;  be  saith.tbat  he  ia 
not  guilty  thereof;  and  thereof  for  good  and  evil  be  puts  himself 
upon  tbfe  Country— and   William   Bradford,  Eequire,  Attorney- 

Sneral  for  the  said  Commonwealth,  who  prosecutes  for  the  said 
»nn»onwealtb  in  this  Behalf,  doth  the  like.  Therefore,  let  a  Jury 
of  tbe  Country  immediately  come  before  Che  Justices  of  the  Comino^- 
wsalth  aforesaid,  by  whom  the  Xifncb  pf  .the  Matter  maiy  bo  better 
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knoiTDy  add  who  Imto  no  ftfinity  to  the  sud  Sunmel  Doyle,  to  reoog- 
nice,  ODon  their  Oath  and  Affirmation,  whether  the  said  Samoel 
Doyle  be  gailty  of  the  Premiees  in  the  Indiotment  above  epedfied, 
or  not  gnUly. 

And  the.  Jarom  of  the  eaid  Jury  by  the  iaid  Sheriff  for  this  Poiu 
Boee  impanelled  and  retamed,  to  wit.,  John  Boeely,  Jacob  Driea- 
baoh,  Jaoob  Qemberliog,  Henry  Drieabaoh,  George  Dougherty^ 
Jamea  M'Mahon,  Robert  Fruit,  Daniel  Montgomery,  Ht«h  White^ 
Benjamin  Patterson,  George  Obermire  and  Henry  Shoemaker, . « .  • 
being  ealled,  oame ;  who  being  duly  elected,  tried,  sworn  and 
affirmed  to  speak  the  Trnth  of  &e  Premiees  upon  thm  Oath  and 
Affirmation,  respectively  do  say,  that  the  said  Samuel  Doyle  ia  not 
gniily  of  the  Felony  and  Murder  whereof  he  standa  indicted,  and 
th$X  he  did  not  fly  for  the  same.  Whereupon,  all  and  singular,  the 
Premisea  aforesaid  being  aeen,  and  by  the  Court  here  fully  under- 
stood,  It  is  considered  by  the  Court  that  the  said  Samuel  Diiyie  be 
bound  by  Beoogniiance  to  the  said  Commonwealth  in  the  Sun  of 
tfwo  hundred  Pounds,  lawful  Money  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  with 
two  Snretiea  in  the  Sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  like  Money  afom- 
said  each,  oonditioned  for  the  0>od  Behaviour  of  the  said  Samuel 
D<^le;  and  that  he  be  of  the  Feaoe,  &e.,  until  the  next  Oonrt  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  for  the  County  afed,  and  that  he  stand  Oon- 
initted  until  the  Costs  of  this  Prosecution  be  paid.**" 

A  true  Transcript  of  the  Record. 

J.  SWING,  Cl'k  Cnr. 


ClKGULAAS  ADDRX88W  TO  YASIOUS  OmOins,  1790. 

Gitr, 

Council  wish  to  know  the  present  State  of  your  department,  ft 
request  you  to  inform  tbem  if  any  Obstructions  or  Inoonvcniencca 
occur,  and  whether  any  improvements  may  be  made  thereon. 

Sir, 

Council  are  anxious  to  know  the  progress  you  have  made  in  pre- 
paring for  Settlement  the  accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United 
States. 

They  request  you  to  inform  them  if  any  Obstruction  or  Inconve- 
nience occur,  and  whether  any  Improvements  you  conceive  can  be 
made  in  your  Departinent.f 

♦  See  pages  709,  714,  719,  720,— also  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  iYI.,  pp.  997,  S98, 
417,  422,  487,  440,  442,  488,  484. 
t  See  C«L  Reo.,  VoL  XVI.,  p.  617. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIYHB  17«d.  747 

John  Nicholson  to  Pbes.  Mifflin — ^New  Loan 

CfKTIFICATBS^  1790. 

Sir, 

For  the  oatisfaotion  of  the  good  people  of  Penn'a,  I  am  desirous 
thai  they  should  be  iofonned  that  the  ^oooants  of  the  important 
and  almost  unlimited  trust  reposed  in  me  of  Granting  New  Loan 
Oeriifioates  hath  been  settled ;  to  this  end^  as  trell  as  on  my  own 
Aeoount,  I  pray  that  your  Honorable  Board  would  direoithe  report 
which  hath  been  reo'd  by  you  from  your  Committee  on  that  subject 
to  be  published. 

I  haTC  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir^  your  Ezcellenoy^s 

Most  obedient  servant^ 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Nov.  16th,  1790. 

Jndorged, 

Read  in  Conneil  November  16th,  1790. 

Directed, 

His  £xceiry,  Thomaa  Mifflio,  Esquire,  President  in  Council. 


N,  Faloonsb-^Hbalth  Officeb's  Report,  1790. 

November  16tb,  l790. 
Sr, 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  Council  the  18  instance*  I  give  the  present 
State  of  my  Department  From  the  29  of  September  1789  to  the  29 
of  September  1790  there  has  been  Entered  with  me  one  Thousand 
Six  hundred  and  Eighty  Nine  passengers  @  1  s.  ^  head  £63  6  9 
Visited  20  Vessells  as  Health  officer  @  20  s.  20  0  > 

£8369 
as  Council  has  Requested  that  I  Should  point  out  the  inconvenienciee 
attending  the  Department,  as  the  Law  now  Stands  I  have  no  Right 
to  go  aboard  aney  vessell  until!  I  am  Called  on,  the  Law  Seems  Con- 
fined to  passenger  vessells  alone  and  to  the  Number  Forty  or  From 
Some  Sickley  port  but  the  Law  Dont  Define  Those  ports  an  infectious 
Disorder  may  be  Brought  in  by  a  Ships  Crew  or  a  few  passengert 
aboard  as  well  as  ia  a  passenger  Ship,  whe  have  had  Several  instances 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  517. 
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of  tbifl  tbe  Snmer  past,  Ships  from  ancy  port  id  the  Struts  mmj 
Gome  up  to  the  City  withoat  Sloping  below;  a  quarantine  Law  is 
much  wanted  for  this  port,  all  which  I  Sabmitt  to  Ooonoil. 
I  am  with  Great  Respect 

Sir,  year  most  Hbl.  Servant, 

NATH.  FALCONER. 

Hit  Bxeleney  Thorns  MiffliDi  Bbqoier,  Prerident  of  the  State  of 
Pettsil^nla  in  Conneii; 

Indorsed, 
Read  in  Coanoil  November  16th,  1790. 


Auotioneer's  Report,  1790. 

To  the  honorable  ezecuUve  council  of  Pennsylvanit. 

Gentlemen, 

In  answer  to  yonr  addretti  of  tliid  13tb,'Inat.  permit  me  ^inform 
yon,  that  the  duties  arising  on  my  sales  at  auction  from  the  fint  of 
April  last  to  first  of  July,  amounted  to  only  thirty  eight  pounds  9& 
lid.  to  the  first  of  October  twenty  pounds  9s.  Sid.,  and  to  the  pre- 
sent date  Seventeen  pounds  10<. 

The  inconvenience  of  holding  sales  in  the  suburbs  of  the  City  are 
BO  great  that  no  exertion  can  surmount  them. — This  I  presume  will 
very  clearly  appear  by  reflecting  for  a  moment  on  the  situation  of  the 
Northern  Liberties,  in  which  there  are  neither  goods  nor  porehaaers. 

The  only  improvement  I  conceive  that  can  be  made  in  ihebuaineM, 
will  be,  to  permit  the  respective  auctioneers  to  hold  sales  in  whatever 
place  will  be  most  advantageous  to  themselves  and  the  revenue — If 
this  is  done  I  am  very  Confident  that  the  Citisens  will  be  beHff 
aeoonodajbed  and  the  revenue  much  more  produotivet 
I  am  Gentlemen, 
y^^ur  most  ob4H  Servant, 

WM.  SHANNON. 
Northern  Liberties,  Nov.  16tb,  1790. 


Rspoi^v  ov  Master  ov  Roixa^  1790. 

Xhe  Honble  The  Supreme  £xecati?e  Council. 

Philad'a,  I6tb  November  1790, 
Cknilemen, 

;  Your  flavour  of  18tb  Inst,  I  received  yesterday,  Noon ;  in  answer 
thereto,  I  have  to .  inform  your  honors,  that  the  Constitution  and 
Laws  are  all  Inrolled ;  the  patents  are  in  the  like  forwardneas,  and 
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I  mtiBi  beg  leave  to  acquaint  yon,  that  sinoe  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
heing  Master  .of  the  RoUa,  I  have  tuuformilj  kept  my  office  open  on 
the  aiifcemoon  of  Satarday,  in  order  to  acoomodate  Country  People, 
who  had.  ttkeir  Pateata  signed  &  sealed  on  the  forenoon  of  that 
day,^ 

Sinee  the  Estabiiahment  of  my  department,  it  has  been  a  rule  to 
liaTe  Deeds  &  Mortgaffes  Recorded  in  fonr  weeks  after  their  receipt, 
this  I  ha?e  strictly  adhered  to,  the  latter  sre  oompleat  as  far  as  the 
12th  Instant,  but  owing  to  one  of  my  Clerks  being  confined  by 
aidnieis,  the  Deeds  are  not  forward  enough  by  a  few  days.  Keepee^ 
ing  Deeds  and  Mortgsges,  it  may  be  necessary  to  inform  yoor 
honors,  that  they  can't  be  deliTcred  sooner  than  the  heretofore 
•oenslomed  tioM,  beeanse  they  do  not  come  into  the  office  in  regniaar 
pioeession;  perhaps  in  three,  or  four  days  a  great  many  may  come 
in,  and  pernaps  in  as  many  weeks^  but  few }  but  let  that  be 
as  it  may,  no  tnconvenienee  arises,  because  they  are  recorded  in 
rotation,  they  are  all  entered  in  the  Book  of  entries  on  the  day  they 
«re  received,  and  the  record  and  certificate  bear  that  day's  date. 

I  must  also  beg  leave  to  inform,  that  since  my  appotntflaent  I  have 
made  an  Impnyvement  in  the  office  not  heretofore  thought  of;  the 
former  Indexes  were  Alphabetically  kept  in  the  Name  of  Ghnuotors 
only,  by  which  a  Title  could  not  have  been  traced,  for  the  remeify 
whereof,  I  have  made  out  two  General  Indexes  of  all  the  Books  in 
the  office,  one  in  Alphabetical  order,  begining  with  the  Name  of  the 
'Oraotofs,  the  other  in  the  same  order,  begining  with  the  name  of  thiB 
Grantees,  and  also  a  Patent  Index ;  it  has  been  an  arduous  Work  ; 
a«d  ii  your  honors  chase,  I  shonld  be  glad  to  lay  them  before 
you. 

At  present  there  are  no  obetruotaons  that  impede  the  execution  of 
the  business  of  my  office,  and  tho  only  one  that  I  know  of  may 
•occur  under  the  New  Constitution,  is  respecting  the  acknowledge* 
«a«it  of  Deeds  by  the  present  Iaw,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  Twho  from  their  frequent  avocations  &  multiplicity  of  business 
can  do  little  in  that  way,)  and  the  Judaes  of  the  Pleas,  are  the  only 
persons  who  are  authorised  to  take  m^owledgments  by  the  New 
Constitution^^the  Jnd^s  of  the  Pleas  will  be  few  in  Number ;  and 
fr^nently  the  whole  of  them  on  the  Bench,  therefore  I  apprehend  the 
Citizens  will  find  an  inconvenience  thecsin^  and  that  it  will  oe  neceasary 
for  the  Legislature  to  authorise  the  Governor  to  give  a  special  com- 
mission  to  some  other  persond  to  execute  that  necessary  business. 
Xam|  Gentlemen,  your  honors, 

^    most  obd't  humble  Servant,  ' 
Indorxd,  MATH'W  IRWIN. 

Received  and  read  in  Council,  Nov'r  16th,  1790,  (Copied)  to 
answer  to  Councirs  Circnbr  Letter  of  Nov.  15th,  1790« 
*  Directed, 

His  fixcelleocy,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Sopreme 
Executive  Council. 

32* 
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RBPMtT  Of  Receitie  GxnebaL|  1790. 

Pbilad'a,  No7.  17fth,  1790. 
Sir, 

'  In  answer  to  your  Seoratary'a  letter  of  the  13th  Inst,  wh^eiB  be 
jbenftioira  that  Council  wish  to  know  tho  State  of  the  Receiver 
Qeneral'a  Department,  and  if  any  obstruotions  or  inooovenieBer 
oeottr,  I  beg  leave  to  reply,  that  from  my  first  entering  upon  the 
dntaee  of  that  Department,  I  b&ve  atcadily  pursned  the  Uno  muSM 
ont  by  the  former  Receiver  Geoenil  in  keeping  the  Books  or  le- 
oorde  and  filing  all  neoeeaary  Touchers  or  papers  relating  to  the 
bnsinoss  of  the  office,  which  node  has  appeared  ao  eli^ble  that 
where  oircnmstanoea  did  not  oppose  a  stciot  adherenoo  to  it,  I  have 
seldom,  if  ever  deviated  from  it. 

Indeed  the  Basiness  of  this  Department  has  aoenmakted  so  mndh 
since  the  Revolution,  the  prices  of  lands  have  been  so  different  is 
the  Old  and  New  purchases,  and  the  Species  of  PnUio  seooxitict  sad 
monies  receivable  for  Lands  so  varions,  that  I  have  been  oUiged  to 
eatabluh  setts  of  Records  in  order  to  keep  the  transaetions  of  tke 
Department  more  distinct,  and  clear  than  a  single  sett  of  Bcela 
won'd  enable  me  to  do,  and  in  order  also  to  facilitate  the  Bosinesi, 
'thro'  the  office  of  so  many  applicants  as  daily  present  themselvesL 

There  is  one  Inconvenience  which  I  beg  leave  to  mention,  and  it 
is  truly  one  which  the  people  have  but  too  much  reason  to  oompUii 
of,  it'is  this : 

When  a  person  applies  to  my  office  to  settle  and  pay  a  land  aeeonat 
in  order  for  confirmation  by  Patent,  it  frequently  happens  thstasmaller 
quantity  of  Land  is  contained  in  the  survey  than  e^ressed  in  and 
pud  for  at  the  issuing  of  the  Warrant,  by  means  wlweof  a  Valanoe 
remains  due  on  my  Books  to  the  party,  which,  they  oonceive  should 
'  be  alk>w'd  to  them  in  the  payn»ent  of  other  Luid,  or  that  a  new 
yfnmokt  shou'd  issue  for  the  amount. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 

Ezcellenoy's  most  obd't  Servt., 

FRA'S  JOHNSTON. 
•  Dtreeiedy 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  MifSin,  Esquire^ 


NoTKs  ow  Commissioners  jqr  Yikwinq  Riykrb,  1790. 

Northumberland,  17th  May,  1790.* 
Sir, 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  View  the  Westers  Waters,  left 
Philadelphia  the  6th  Inst.,  and  met  Mr.  Maclay  at  Lebanon  on 
Sunday  morning ;  he  had  been  there  near  a  week,  according  to  the  first 

*  Indorsed  17th  November. 
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appdofcrnenty  which  oonld  not  be  kept  bj  us  from  the  city.  Tbe 
same  day  we  prbeMded  to  view  geoenily  the  ground  near  Kntchen 
Pam;  adjifatfld  our  level>&o.yand  an  Monday  Mornicff  began  to 
level. .  In  order  to  aeonre  the  notes  of  what  we  have  done,  I  beg 
leave  to  address  them  to  your  oare,  as  the  best  means  of  safety ;  yet 
not  for  the  Cbunoil  as  ojlioial  papers,  as  they  may  require  a<iyastment, 
which  it  would  delay  time  to  make  at  pteseot. 

To  obtain  the  facts  necessary  to  determine  the  quantity  of  water 
whioh  issues  from  the  plaoe  of  beginning,  we  measured  the  Waste* 
Gate  at  Katcher's  Dam ;  and  found  it  8  feet  2  inches  wide,  and  the 
mill  being  not  at  work,  the  water  flowed  over  it  of  that  width,  ten 
inches  deep:  there  was  an  appertnre  opposite  the  millwheel  of 
about  the  same  width,  and,  as  nearly  I  could  judge,  of  about  two 
inches  in  depth,  thro'  which  the  water  issued  at  near  three  feet  below 
the  surface.  From  the  face  of  the  water  in  the  Dam  the  levelling 
is  as  follows  :  (The  Back  Staff  standing  on  the  face  of  the  water  in 
the  Milium.; 

No.  Foresight  Backsight. 

1.  870  742 

2.  780  946  From  this  point  we  made  an  oAett  to  the  bot- 

tom of  the  old  water  course,  Foreught  840, 
backsight,  177. 
8.    842  998  To  Lebanon  Market  street,  at  the  mill  and  on 

the  face  of  the  bridges ;  and  from  the  face 
of  the  bridge  to  the  water,  195. 

960  * 

947 

745  On  a  flat  meadow  and  near  the  creek. 

670 

759  (The  ground  uniformly  favourable  down  to 
No.  24,  with  very  little  variation  or  appear- 
ance of  stooe,  and  the  descent  nearly 
uniform. 

740 

789 

527  To  the  bridge  at  John  Stover's  Hill. 

988 

606 

654  Adam  Stover's  Mill,  and  this  sight  on  the  dam, 
the  wind  blowhtg  dewn  Stream. 

808  To  the  Narrows. 

924 

487 

814  Head  of  Cfaristo.  Long's  hemp-mill  dam. 

587  Chris.  Long's  Lane.  j 

905 
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4. 

812 

5. 

619 

6. 

484 

7. 

446 

8. 

647 

9. 

467 

10. 

686 

11. 

680 

12. 

844 

18. 

116 

14. 

668 

16. 

798 

16. 

809 

17. 

860 

18. 

719 

19. 

860 

20. 

769 

21. 

498 

vSL  9M        em 

28.    765  906  H«&d  of  H«aiy  Sovd^'s  Mill: 

124.    a09  982  Water's  edge  when  ikeroAfe  roeks  on  tke  S. 

Bide,  &  inoreMe  of  w«ter  bj  flfo-ings. 

36.    755  798  Head  of  Wekas'^i  Dam,  aaore  ^ogs. 

26.  417  867  Where  a  Mill  formerly  stood. 

27.  686  784  Head  of  Abraham  Rogeis*  Dam. 

28.  370  1006 

29.  689  984  Head  of  Abraham   Rest's  dam;   wbere  we 

, finished  on?  first  day's  work,  baviog  been 

15286  28233       on  foot  near  18  board,  and  the  weather 

15236       ioteasely  hot ;  Thermometer  at  80"^  at  aii 

o'clock  in  the  efeningi  in  the  sbade. 

Fall    79.97 

Note — That  Rist's  dam  is  sometimes  called  Ireley's  dam. 


Tueadty,  M«y  11. 

No. 

No. 

80. 

148 

»26 

9461 

12429 

31. 

888 

.  6&6 

49.  540 

526 

32. 

201 

"830 

60.  808 

1004 

83. 

867 

947 

61.  284 

196 

34. 

459 

661 

62.  598 

935 

85. 

441 

619 

58.  161 

505 

86. 

711 

508 

54,  586 

671 

37. 

615 

380 

55.  510 

842 

88. 

118 

640 

89. 

610 

450 

12927 

17108 

40. 

074 

761 

15286 

23233 

4L 

88 

894 

42. 

951 

9U 

28163 

40841 

43. 

847 

760] 

28163 

44. 

865 

710 

45. 

826 

468 

121.78 

46. 

800 

811 

47. 

685 

741 

48. 

857 
d441 

621 

12429 

Amount  of  the  Falls  in  Quitipahilla,  in  feet  and  hnndred  parts, 
from  the  face  of  the  watev  on  Enoher'a  Mill  dam  to  a  Batlonwood 
Tree  at  the  month  of  tho  oreek,  the  foresight  standing  on  the  face  of 
the  water  near  the  tree.    The  whole  distance  being  15  miles  and  62 
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pcrebes  from  the  lover*  end  of  Eaoher^s  dam^    The  dam  h  90 
perehes  loDg==(15  miles  152  j^ 

(For  the  diatunoe  relative  to  the  numbers^  where  it  u  material: 
•ee  Mr.  Maclaj's  iiptee^^of  survey,  which  is  intended  to  be  enclosed 
if  they  are  seyat  to  me  im  time:  otherwise  to  be  sent  from  Cinnamv 
lioning. 

McKee^s  half.faU.,  J^r^^^^^^  743  J  j^^^^^  ^g  ^^^ 

Polk,  2.37 

The  main  diffioalty  here,  lies  in  the  upward  passage,  which  is  on 
the  West  side  df  the  River,  where  the  rocks  in  the  npper  rift,  runs 
far  into  the  river  and  t|ie  current  exoeasivo  ai  the  point  of  the  rock. 
The  dbtance  from  the  shore,  renders  the  towing  of  the  boat  very 
labpriona  j  as  we  saw,  not  only  by  our  own  boat,  but  also  in  the  case 
of  another  boat^  whose  towing  Eope  gave  wav  and  left  her  to  the 
ohance  of  the  current.  At  present,  there  is  danger  to  boats  passing 
by  this  rook  upwards,  from  the  force  of  the  current  taking  the  bow 
and  forcing  the  side  against  the  rook,  so  as  to  crush  the  noat.  A 
passage  may  be  oat  thro'  this  roek  close  to  the  shore  at  a  moderate 
ezpenoe,  whioh  will  render  the  passage  comparatively  easy  and 
entirely  safe.  !tbe  passage  thro^  the  lower  rift  may  be  also  opened 
close  to  the  shore,  and  for  like  reason  ought  to  be  done. 

About  50  perobes  below  Mier's  Mill,  the  oreek  is  four  perches 
wide,  and  there  being  a  shoal  place  at  that  distance,  we  measured  the 
depth  of  water.  It  was  14  inches  for  about  80  feet  in  width,  and 
the  remaining  distanoe  niay  be  estimated  at  half  that  depth,  the 
ourrent  appearing  to  be  nearly  that  of  the  creek  ^nerally — ^greater 
rather  than  less. 

The  ffround  is  generally  very  favorable  to  the  design  of  a  oanal, 
ft  the  dig^ng  mere  common  earth,  with  few  exceptions  of  lime- 
stone, rocks,  and  perhaps  some  little  increase  of  expenoe  from  slatey 
ground ;  but  my  present  sentiment  is,  that  there  will  not  be  much 
more  stone  raised  than  will  be  required  in  the  work. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Quitipahilla,  we  intended 
to  have  eonlinned  our  enrvey,  and  levelling  down  the  Swatara  to  the 
mouth,  but  to  our  anrptiee,  we  eonld  not  pioeure  the  naoessaiy 
assistance,  (the  people  in  the  neighborhood  generally,  so  far  as  we 
conversed  with  them,  being  much  opposed  to  the  design  without 
loeiog  too  much  time  in  search  of  people  of  more  good  sense.  The 
danger  of  the  water  fallinff,  at  the  head  of  the  Susquehanna, 
determined  us  to  proceed  without  delay,  and  to  leave  the  Swatara  for 
further  examioation  at  our  return.  We  aeeordingly  embarked  in 
our  boat  at  the  Quitipahilla  and  went  down  the  Swatara,  which  we 
found  to  be  a  very  fine  stream  of  water,  with  much  less  fall  than  we 
had  been  led  to  expect  (if  we  judged  rightly  from  so  tranoient  a 
view  of  it  as  could  be  had  while  wo  passed  down  it.) 
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We  foQDd  it  necessarj  to  stop  at  Middletown,  and  again  at 
HarriBburgb,  to  procure  seyeral  tlir^des  of  provision,  &e.,  whiek 
detained  us  'tUl  Friday  moroins,  when  we  set  oat  for  Snnlmrj,  and 
at  one  o'clock  passed  Bergamen^s  Ripple/*^  The  water  here  is  Terj 
rapid,  and  the  passage  on  the  West  side  of  the  Riyer,  where  there 
is  a  high  slatey  rock,  which  it  may  be  proper  to  break  away,  so  aa 
to  admit  a  palh-way  for  Dragging  boats  upwards  by  ropes — ^the 
labour  of  setting  up  being  ezcessiyei  and  rery  discouraging  to  boat- 


At  Girty's  half-falls — ^the  fall  of  water  in  40  perches  diafcanoe  ii 
1.22.  Here  a  passage  upwards  may  be  creatly. favoured  by  a  path* 
Vay  over  the  rooks— and  the  passage  ought  to  be  opened  to  about  3 
rods  in  width. 

At  Berry's  Falls — A  large  rock  on  the  West  aide,  (at  the  end  of 
the  mountain,)  extending  far  into  the  river,  occasions  great  dHfienlty 
in  passing  upward,  boats  being  obliged  to  go  on  the  outside  of  it. 
Between  this  rock  and  the  shore,  there  are  two  ot^er  large  roeka, 
and  between  these  two  are  a  number  of  large  stones,  which  ought  lo 
be  removed,  and  a  piece  broken  off  from  the  end  of  each  of  the  two 
last-mentioned  rocks,  so  as  to  make  a  clear  passage  of  10  or  12  feet 
wide ;  but  not  much  exceeding  this  width,  and  the  grarel  above 
removed  so  that  in  times  of  low  water,  boats  may  go  ap  this  pro- 
posed passage.  Below  this  proposed  passage  there  is  a  Muddy 
ffravel  bank  which  the  current  will  probably  sweep  awaj  alnost 
immediately  after  the  passage :  but  if  this  should  not  happen,  it 
may  be  removed  at  a  small  ezpence,  and  as  it  is  evidenily  ooUeeted 
by  the  eddy -water,  there  appears  no  danger  of  its.  ooUeeting  agam. 
This  is  the  most  laborous  passage  of  any  in  the  rmr,  above  tlie 
mouth  of  Juniata  at  this  fall,  Foresight  820,  Backmght  687,  falb 
3.67 — distance  1.50  perches. 

Falls  2.40 

As  these  notes  will  be  of  no  immediate  use,  I  have  determined  to 
leave  them  with  Oo).  Wilson,  who  will  take  them  down  to  the  dtj 
with  him. 

T.  M. 
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BiPORT  OP  SOUTHWA&K  AuOTIONXEBy  1790. 

To  his  ExodlQiioj  the  President  and  Hon'Ue  Supreme  Ezeentive 

CouneiL 
CkntleiBeii. 

Council  Deing  desirous  to  know  the  present  state  of  the  Soutbwark 
Auction,  The  Auctioneer  for  that  district  hegs  leave  to  inform 
them^  that  the  duties  arising  on  the  sales  of  g<^s  at  that  auetiotti 
from  the  first  of  April  last  (the  time  the  1  ^  Gent  duty  commenced) 
to  the  first  Instant,  a  period  of  seven  months,  amounts  to  £57  18  lU 
That  the  duties  last  year  during  that  period,  at  2  ^  cent,  amounted 
Id  £107  IB  9.  And  agreeable  to  their  request  with  deference  mib«> 
mits  the  following : 

That  it  is  his  opinion,  the  Vendue  Laws  restricting  the  several 
Auctioneers  to  their  respeotive  districts,  has  a  tendency  to  injure 
the  reyenue,  for,  were  the  vendue  masters  at  liberty  to  bM  their 
esles  in  each  others  districts,  stronger  and  greater  exertions  could 
nd  in  all  probability  would  be  made  by  them^  and  there  are  also 
other  fnduoements,  by  which  means  more  goods  might  be  procured 
for  publio  sale,  was  that  restriction  taken  off-^and  here  he  would 
remark,  that  the  duty  the  State  has  drawn  from  this  district,  on 
goods  sold  at  'public  sale,  during  the  time  of  his  apointment,  for 
persons  residing  therein,  is  so  trifiing  that  it  does  not  amount  to  Ten 
Pounds — the  goods  he  sold  were  brought  from  the  City  to  persona 
who  principaUy  reside  therein,  and  were  carried  badk  again  to 
the  City. 

Was  this  obstruction  in  the  Law  which  confines  the  respective 
auctioneers  to  their  districts  removed,  it  would  be  much  more  conve- 
nient and  satisfactory  to  the  generality  of  the  traders,  and  he  m  very 
confident  might  be  made  to  tend  greatly  to  the  increase  of  the 
rerenue. 

With  great  respect,  Oentlemen, 

your  very  obed't  h^ble  serv't* 

ADM.  HUBLEY,* 

Southwark  Auction  Store,  18th  Novem'r,  1790. 


Bepoet  01  Floub  iKsvscroR,  1790. 

Philadelphia,  18th  Nov'r,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  wag  honored  with  your  letter  dated  in  Council  on  the  thirteenth 
Instant. 

The  duties  of  Inspector  of  Flour,  which  office  I  have  the  honor  to 
hold,  are  performed  by  myself  and  two  deputy's  or  assistants,  to 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  617. 
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whom  I  pay  oertaio  Yearly  salaries,  for  which  they  adpukta  to 
devote  the  whole  of  their  time  each  day,  from  san  rieiag  'till  it  goes 
down,  and  to  attend  in  every  part  of  the  Port  to  whioh  they  may  be 
oalled,  and  in  all  weather  proper  for  Fionr  to  be  exposed  m,  whieh 
eecures  to  the  parties  conoern^  in  the  Sale  and  export  %  oeiteinty 
being  aocomodated.  The  present  deputies  are,  Jacob  Piaakinhoa 
#ad  Christopher  Irick,  both  of  whom  are  known  to  be  iodnatriooa, 
eober,  honest,  &  attentive  to  their  basinessj;  and  I  believe  nothBi| 
)3  hawrded  in  saying  that  their  Conduct  is  generally  approved;  I 
atttend  and  assist  them  alternately,  as  the  ^  few  diBpa><h  ah^ 
leqnif e,  and  to  observe  and  direct,  that  the  Standard  of  merehaatshlc 
q<;^ity  of  each,  be  as  nearly  similar  as  possible,  we  also  oeoaakmaUj 
examine  the  same  Flour  tc(gether,  for  the  purpose  of  eBtabliafaiqg  a . 
similarity  of  Judgment. 

The  principles  by  which  I  have  endeavored  to  regulate  my  coa- 
dnot  in  ofioe,  and  which  I  ftcqftently  communicate  and  explain  to 
my  depnty'si  are,  by  no  mesas  to  iigure.  or  unneeeeasarily  depredile 
4he  character  or  value  of  any  person's  Flour,  but  endeavor  at  sU 
times  to  Judge  with  the  utmost  impartiality,  and  execute  with  fira- 
aeas  all  that  the  Law  eigoins  the  oflker  to  do,  fearlees  of  the  dimp- 
probatioa  or  censure  of  interested  individuals,  who  caa  at  any  tisN 
di^taio  redress  of  real  injaries,  by  reeortiag  to  the  appeal  from  the 
Inspector's  Judgment^  which  tJie  Law  has  wisely  provided. 
.  The  practice  oa  bach  principles,  is  an  attentive  and  regular  inspeo- 
ftioB  which  I  flatter  myself  v^y  generally  takes  place,  aad  proeares 
to  our  Flour  a  prelerence  in  foreign  markets ;  of  which  I  believe 
satisfactory  proofs  could  be  produced.  The  Prices  of  Flour  for 
some  time  past  have  been  46s.  "^  barrel  for  super  fine,  and  42a.  for 
Common,  yet  it  comes  %o  Market  but  in  small  qaantitysi  the 
demaad  being  fully  equal  to  the  supply,  notwithstanding  there  has 
been  no  late  exportation  to  Europe,  the  shipmenls  fa^ng  mostly  far 
the  West  Indies,  and  some  to  different  Ports  of  the  United  Steles. 

The  existing  Laws  which  relate  to  the  inspection  of  Flour,  are  an 
act  passed  op  tbe^th  of  April,  178 !» aad  three  supplementa,  under 
date  o(  28th  Dec'r,  1781,  15th  of  Scptemb'r,  1784,  and  12th  of 
Septemb'r,  1789 ;  my  ^xperienoe  does .  not  siiggest  aay  material 
deficiencies  in  them,  nor  have  1  felt  or  perceived,  any  want  of  neoes* 
sary  powers  to  the  officers  for  their  due  execution ;  it  would  certainly 
be  much  more  convenient,  if  the  whole  were  comprised  in  one  Law ; 
should  a  revision  for  that  purpose  tal^e  plaqe,  perhaps  some  small 
amendments  may  appear  to  be  necessary  and  proper. 

•The  legislature  of  the  United  States,  during  their  last  Session 
passed  a  short  Law,  directing  their  Collectors  and  naval  officers,  to 
pay  due  regard  to  the  Inspection  Laws  of  the  respective  Statea. 

Should  it  appear  that  I  have  not  fully  comprehended  the  wirii  of 
the  Honorable  Council,  as  expressed   in  the  letter  1  have  been 
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favored  witb,  if  they  will  be  pleased  to  signify  tbeir  further  pleasnre 
therein,  I  will  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness  attend  to  their  Commands 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  obedient  &  humble  Serv't, 

JAMES  read: 

Directed, 

Charles  Biddle^  Esquire^  Secretary  to  the  Honorable  Exeeutiv^ 
Council. 


ilBJ^oET  OP  Secretary  of  Land  Ofpici:,  1700. 

"PhiladV  Wth  November,  1790. 

Pursuant  to  direction  by  Letter  from  your  Secretary  dated  18th 
November,  Ingtant,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  Council  that  untill  the 
adoption  of  the  new  Constitution  I  knew  of  no  Obstructions  oc 
Inconveniences  in  my  Department,  but  I  forsee  that  in  a  short  time 
it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  provide  Relief  in  the 
Cases  following  and  perhaps  more  which  at  present  does  not  strike 
Iny  attention,  viz^. 

The  form  of  the  Patent  is  by  the  Law  establishing  a  Land  Oftc^ 
to  begin  thus,  '<  The  Supreme  £ltecutive  Council  of  the  Common- 
''  wealth  of  Pennsylvania,'^  instead  whereof  It  may  be  more  proper 
to  begin  thus  "  The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylv'a,  &c*. 

By  the  present  Laws  the  president  in  Council  or  in  his  absence 
the  Vice  Presid't  is  to  sign  all  patents  &  Warrants  for  lids,  but 
when  there  is  no  Council,  Fresident  nor  Viee  preeldent  which  will 
be  the  Case  when  the  new  Constitution  shall  be  in  full  operation 
the  Qovemor  may  be  vested  with  ftili  Powers  in  these  respects. 

The  present  Laws  make  it  necessary  in  Order  to  constitute  a 
Board  of  property  that  a  Member  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
shall  be  one  which  cannot  be  when  up  such  Council  exists  therefore 
pefhaps  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  such  parts  of  any  Laws  whereby 
the  Vice  president  or  member  of  Council  are  essential  and  to  vest 
the  powers  of  holding  a  Board  in  the  Governor  with  the  Laud  officers. 

If  apy  other  matters  shall  appear  worthy  of  alteration  before  the 
Dissolution  of  your  Board,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  represent  the  same 
lit  £ome  future  time,  and  am  . ' 

yr.  mos^  obed.  h'ble  Serv^t, 

DAVID  KENNEDY-   ; 
Directed  J  r 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  in  Cenneil.       '' 
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Report  o?  Sueveyor  Oeneral^  1790. 

Surveyor  Genl's  Office,  Not.  19th,  1790. 
Sir, 

la  complianoe  with  the  wish  of  the  Honorahle  the  Sapreme 
Executive  Conuci],  I  have  oousidered  if  aoy  obstruotions  had  occured, 
to  impede  the  busiiieBS  trausacted  in  this  office,  but  cannot  reoolleci 
any. 

Inconveniences  and  high  disputes  have  been  mentioned  by  some 
of  the  Deputy  Surveyors,  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountain,  &  othexa, 
owing  as  it  is  alledged,  to  a  misconstruction  of  the  Laws  eatabliahing 
fees  there  &  elsewhere. 

I  here  beg  leave  to  observe  that  in  the  last  Law  no  mention  ia 
made  of  acceptance  Fees,  these  were  formerly  received  by  [the 
Surveyor  General,  and  I  conceive  they  might,  with  propriety,  have 
been  embraced  in  the  same  system  of  revenue. 

The  clause  which  relates  to  the  fees  U>  be  taken  in  this  office, 
upon  returns  to  be  made  into  the  Secretaries  office,  is  inexplicit  and 
undefined,  no  distinction  being  made  between  a  return  of  a  single 
Tract  or  a  number  joined,  and  therefore  I  find  that  the  practice  hath 
been  to  receive  the  same  Fees  for  three,  four,  &  five  adjoining  Trada 
returned  together,  as  for  one. 

Should  I  discover  hereafter  any  thing  relative  to  this  office  that, 
may  admit  of  improvement,  it  shall  be  faithfully  communicated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

with  perfect  respect 
your  Exoellenoies  most  obed't  Scrv^t, 
DANIEL  BEODHSAD. 
JMreetedf 
'   fiia  Excellenoy  the  President  in  Council. 


Bgpoet  of  the  Tbeasuber,  1790. 

Trewury  Office,  Nov'br  22nd,  1790. 
Sir, 

Your  Message  of  the  13th  instant,  did  not  come  to  hand  until] 
the  morning  of  the  20th  inat,  or  should  sooner  have  complied  with 
the  Desire  of  Council.  On  the  19  th  of  December  last,^  I  addressed 
the  Hon'ble  Board,  (to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer)  and  obtained  their 
timely  Interference.  Aided  by  their  Resolutions  of  the  21  at  of  the 
aanie  month,  a  Number  of  abuses  and  Irregularities  complained  of  are 
corrected.  One  Essential  however,  that  of  being  allways  supplied  with 
a  Sufficiency  of  money  to  keep  the  various  Funds  separate  &  distinet, 
I  have,  never  been  able  to  Accomplish;  But  such  care  haa  been  taken 

*  See  page  649. 
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kih^  amdUDlf  of  tempofary  miMappliofttfon  aoiiVoi<l|d>ly  nvMle^  so 
regalarlj  kepi  and  attended.  tO|  that  no  material  Ii^orj  to  th0  State 
or  any  ladividaal  has  arisen  from  lA. 

That  the  Statements  of  arrearages  of  Taxes  outstanding  as  reported 
by  the  Register  General  on  the  80th  of  September  1789,  and  aseoond 
bearing  Data  the  26lAi  of  Aognst  last  are  as  correct  as  it  wa0  possible 
to  make  them  from  sneh  material  as  he  could  come  at,  I  am  conTinc'd ; 
Butt  that  from  want  of  proper  Information  and  other  Causes^  th^ 
Produce  will  hU  far  short  of  the  Estimate  is  equally  iDertain.  To 
prove  this,  Ooancil  will  indnlge  me  in  makeing  the  following  Obser- 
vations. The  amseeing  and  constant  Demands  on  the  Treasury,  and 
no  Tax  bang  levied  for  the  present  year  soon  taugbt  me,  that  Every 
Exertion  on  my  partly  well  as  that  of  every  Officer  empleyM  in  the 
Collection  of  the  Revenues  would  be  necessary^'  I  hare  not  neglected 
to  urge  them,  I  have  inquired  why  so  much  was  outstandings 
what  was  theOause,  and  what  Remedy  ought  to  be.  applied,  the  Ex'< 
isting  Laws,  particularly  that  of  1788,  pass'd  October  the  fourU^ 
appearing  to  me  if  duly  execilted  snffioient.  The  Result  of  my  En^ 
quirys  from  every  Quarter  tersainates  in  this^  We  admitt  that  so 
much  may  be  due  from  our  respective  Counties;  But  one  half  Csome 
more  or  less)  has  been  collected  under  the  Laws  of  16th  March,  1785, 
&  4th  October  1788,  and  resto  in  the  Hands  of  Sheriffs,  Magistrates^ 
Constables  and  Collectors^  many  of  whom,  after  getting  f)onsiderabli» 
Sums  into  their  Hands^  have  died,  failed,  ran  away  or  other  wayi^ 
eluded  Payment.  I  have  been  inform'd  of  many  sneh — shall  only 
mention  two. 

Mr.  Brisben  a  Collector  in  Lancaster  County  is  in  arrears  ^ear 
£800,  Mr  Rowan  of  thia  City  about  ^500^  of  whieh  he  ean  giv^ 
no  aooount. .  This  being. the  Case  with  m^  of  leal  or  suppesM  lur 
tegrity  and  understanding,  what  may  not  be  expected  from  the  Yari* 
ety  of  Characters  employed  in  the  Revenue  Department  thapoughout 
the  state. 

Admitt  then,  that  on  the  first  of  October  1789,  there  was  due  th^ 
Oomitionwealth  from  the  different  Counties  £280  OOO,  oi  whioh  £UQi 
000  is  in  the  Hands  of  delinquent  Officers  and  must  be  recovered 
by  sale  of  their  Property,  in  this  Way  I  have  no  Doubt  Bntt  a  good 
Deal  will  be  coUeoted  in  Time,  the  County  Treasurers  however  unit 
formly  complain  of  the  Sheriffs  not  doiog  their  Duty* 

Butt  where  there  is  no  Property  as  in  the  Case  of  Rowan  &  othera 
the  Deficiency  must  be  reatsftess'd  on  the  County,  and  how  the  Collee* 
tion  of  thia  wiUsueeeed,  we  nlay  judge  from  past  Experience  and 
ought  to  count  on  it  accordingly. 

Out  of  the  remainidg  ;£i40  000,  nearly  £100  000  has  already 
been  paid  into  the  hani&  of  my  venerable  Predecessor  &  myself.*-^ 
The  Residue  will  come  in  by  alow  Degrees* 

The  Subject  of  finance  being  to  me  entirely  new,  I  dare  not  haiard 
an  Opioion  of  what  ought  to  be  done,  though  I  have  thought  of  several 
Expedients.    I  have  premised  these  general  Observations  with  a  View 
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lo  8fa(yir  bi«  fixoeltoMy  ikt  Pmidevt  ind  tjia  Hon'Ma  Bond  tU 
immediale  Ne^oiBiiy  of  LegmlaCive  loteifMenoe  to  provide  Iw  the 
ezistiDg  and  future  Demands  oft  the  Treasury.  Tbeee  are  so  Mlj 
^zplain'd  id  eke  Btatemeftt  of  the  Register  Oeoeval  of  the  2Sth  of 
August  last)  that  t  need  pass  no  other  €omnient  on  tfaena  than  thisi, 
that  until!  soob  P^b^iesioii  is  made,  it  will  require  ail  the  Fovtkade 
I  am  posBes'd  of  to  bear  up  under  the  KssbarlMsmei^  of  an  aaipty 
Chest  &  perpetual  Driving,  a  GMsckyasness  of  baveing  aeted  aad 
intendteg  to  aet  justly  and  honorably  is  my  only  Support.. 

As  under  the  forefgioiing)  I  eotfld  not  possibly  embrase  tbe  virione 
t>utie8  assign^  me  by  the  Aet  of  the  tot  of  April  last,  I  vespeetfmUj 
orave  the  attention  of  the  Hon'ble  Bosid  to  the  following  heads. 
Isty  In  the  first  enaoting  Glauee  oertaia  ennm^mled  Offiosra  theraia 
mentionM  are  in  thetlrsi  Tnstanoe  to  setde  their  aoeounts  with  ase. 
80  far  as  relates  te  Transactions,  sinee  my  appointment^  I  have  fsond 
no  Difficulty;  But  many  of  those  Offioeiu  have  notiwttled  their 
accounts  for  years  past.  Where  this  is  the  Case,  being  poases'd  of 
no  Documents,  whereby  to  judge  of  the  Validity  of  their  -Ohat^^ 
I  have  been  obliged  to  submitt  them  lot- an  imperfeel  state  to  the 
Register  General;  and  with  his  asostinee  (be  being  pOBaessTd  ef 
some  ef  the  old  aecounte)  tho  greater  part  of  those  O&ers  have  had 
their  acoonnts  settled,  mnoh  more  might  liave  been  done,  if  either 
the  Register  General  or  mvself  could  have  been  fnmiahM  with  ike 
necessary  papers  from  the  Office  of  the  Comptroller  GeoeraL 

A  more  partieuUr  aooount  or  ezpliiiatiOB  of  ithia  BtMnincsa  akali 
be  laid  before  the  Legislature  at  their  next  Session. 
•'  2hd,  The  second  enaoting  Clanse,  I  have  pmotuallyoompliedwllli; 
toy  monthly  aoeoumte  have  been  rendered  regularly^  and  my  anvnal 
account  has  undergone  the  fizamination  «f  SieBie^ster  GeBeeal,  is 
Bdw  before  the  Comptroller  Oe^neral  and  all  pesstble  ineam  on  ay 
part  shall  be  ns'd  to  la>  it  before  Counoil  without  Delaj. 

8d,  The  Bussiness  assignM  io  the  fifth  Clause  could  have  been  fin* 
ished  on  n^  part  loug  since,  the  Reason  cif  iis  being  deby'd  eaa  be 
hccounted  fbt  by  the  Comptroller  General  owly,  who  vnil  na  Bonbt 
do  it. 

4tb,  The  ei^tti  etthetlttg  <3tMm  transfere  to  me  all  the  Powen 
formerly  vested  fn  the  Tviistees  of  the  two  Loan  Offioea. 

The  first  estabtish'd  in  I7?4  Mpeoting:  It,  my  Letter  to  OoniMa 
dated  the  17tb  of  June  last,  aooemiMnned  witb  a  nmgh  Staitsmnnt  of 
the  accounts  in  said  Offiee  may  be  referred  te.  I  have  ainoe  eateved 
more  mintttely  into  the^  Bissineei  &  ahaU  «ae  every  Xzertion  to  btiag 
it  to  Issue. 

The  second  establish'd  April  4th,  178^  In  tliis  the  BnsaiiMn  baa 
been  conducted  pretty  regularly  and  Ibhve  it  in  good  Train. 

I  have  reasonable  Cause  of  Oomplalntafliinat  some  of  tbeRenremie 
tMloers  of  the  l^tal^;  Bntt  as  it  is  trnqposttUe  for  the  Suprenio  Sk- 
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ioalvre  to*  a|)ply  abj  efibeftdhlR^ivicidy  «tiiti1l  tke-Opemtioa  of  ihe  ftew 
ConBtituiion  takes  place  I  must  neeeasirily  defet  it^ 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be^  with 
due  Bespect  Sir,  your  most 

.  obedient  &  very  hambl^  Servant 

CHRISTIAN  FBBIGBR. 
Dirededf 

The  Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq.;  Seoietary  of  the  Safureme  Bx^ 
eeutive  Covnoil  of  Penneylvania. 


Report  op  AuonoNEEE  op  STokthiurK  Liberties,  1790. 

To  His  Excellency,  The  President  and  the  Honorable,  The  Supreme 

Bxecniive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemeni 

In  answer  to  your  enquiry  of  the  19  Instant  respecting  tb«  state 
of  mj  department,  I  have  to  inform,  That  since  I  have  beea 
honoured  with  a  Commission  from  GonnciJ^  authorising  me  to  bold 
pnbKe  aactioiis  withitt  the  Northern  Libertiesy  The  Revenoe  due  to 
the  State  arising  from  the  duties  thereon  is  $b  follows: 

The  first  quarter  commencing  on  tbe  8tfa  of  April| 
and  ending  the  8th  July,  1790,       .        «        *        .      100  17    T 

The  second  quarter  oommeneing  on  the  0  July,  & 
ending  the  8tb  September,      <        .        •        .  79    9    1 

The  third  quarter  eommenoed  the  9th  September, 
only  seventy-three  days  thereof  have  elapsed^  during 
which  time  the  duties  amount  to,    .        .        ,        •        66  12  11 

*236  19    7 


-  The  whole  amt'g  to  two  hundred  &  th«rty-d»  Pounds,  19s.  7d.— 
all  of  which  is  paid  into  the  Treasory,  sgreeable  to  the  aoooun^ 
inclosed.  This  is  the  exact  state  of  my  department  at  present.  The 
obstructions  And  inconvenienoes  that  have  eooqred  in  prosecuting  the 
business  are  founded  en  ttie  restrictions  which  eon^aes  the  anotiooeers 
to  hold  their  Sales  in  seperate  districts ;  and  I  i^m  without  doubt 
that  if  they  were  released  therefrom,  so  as  to  admit  all  of  them  to 
sell  at  Auction  within  the  City,  that  the  revenue  of  the  State  would 
be  greatly  increased ;  probably  double  what  it  now  produces.  This 
alteration,  dictated  on  the  principle- of  increasing  the  Revenue,  will 
reotfi^  eoniiddrable  sanetion  and  support,  from  the  convenience  it 
will  afford  to  (he  Citizens  doing  business  with  the  ^strict  anotioDears; 
all  of  whom,  generally  speaking,  dwell  in  the  City,  and  not  in  the 
districts ;  the  opperation  of  the  present  Law,  obliges  the  Oitiiens  to 
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$ttA  their  property  out  of  tbe  Ci^forPoblfo  sale,  and  to  eonpel 
the  Citisens  to  go  beyond  the  City  Limits  to  pnrehaae,  u  tho'  it 
woro  desigoed  that  the  efforts  of  the  district  Auctioneers  to  oolleet 
the  Revenae  shoald  be  rendered  nugatory,  and  of  as  little  efkd  as 
possible. 

Tbe  chief  object  of  the  last  law  respecting  auctions  was  to  faeili- 
tate  the  Sale  of  goods,  by  a  reduction  of  the  duty  one-half;  it  has 
had  oonstderable  effect,  particularly  in  the  Sale  of  Orooeriea  and 
other  valuable  property,  not  so  frequent  at  publio  Sale  before,  inas- 
much as  to  afford  at  this  time  a  probability  of  the  State  reoeinog 
nearly  as  much  revenue  the  present  year  as  the  last,  when  the  duties 
imposed  were  double  what  they  now  are. 

The  Sale  of  Groceries  has  been  almost  wholly  conducted  by  m  jself, 
altho'  so  inconveniently  situated,  and  their  transportation  so  very 
expensive  and  burthensome ;  to  what  cause  this  particular  confidcnee 
pf  tbe  Public  has  been  prefered  on  me,  under  the  present  (Sronm^ 
stances,  is  unnecessary  and  perhaps  improper  here  to  inquire,  bat 
the  place  to  which  I  am  confined  to  hold  Sales  at  has,  I  am  per- 
suaded, oontributed  much  to  obstruct  the  business,  particularly  is 
this  valuable  branch  thereof,  being  forced  to  and  confined  at  one 
extremity  of  the  town,  it  is  exoeedin|^j  inoonvenient  for  the  people 
resident  at  the  other,  or  even  in  the  Center  of  the  City  to  attend, 
whereas  a  central  situation  would  render  it  eonventent  to  peraODS 
residing  at  both  extremities. 

The  duties  imposed  on  the  Sale  of  Certificates  of  the  United  States 
debt,  or  of  the  <lebt  of  any  other  State,  prohibits  the  vending  them 
at  auction.  A  property  so  subject  to  ohange  its  posseadon,  and  so 
frequently  sold  in  large  sums,  would  at  tbe  moderate  duty  of  one 
eighth  of  one  ^  Cent.,  be  productive  of  very  considerable  reveDoe. 

This  is.  all  that  occurs  to  me  respecting  the  State  of  my  depart- 
ment ;  the  obstructions  and  inoonveniencies  are  wholly  femded  on 
the  restrictions  which  confines  the  several  auctioneers  to  hold  their 
Sales  within  their  several  districts  only.  The  improvements  that 
may  be  made  therein  to  tbe  advantajge  of  the  State  is,  the  repeal  of 
BO  much  of  the  Laws  that  enacts  sneh  refttrietion,  and  to  give  antlio- 
rity  to  tbe  district  Auctioneers  to  hold  sales  within  the  Oi^,  ako 
the  relinquishing  a  part  of  the  igitj  on  the  Sale  of  Certificates,  or 
other  property  dispoMid  of  at  Auotion,  in  Letts  of  oond^eraUe  value. 
By  this  means  the  revenae  will  be  greatiy  increased,  and  eommeree 
eonsideraUy  benefitted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  Kespect, 

Your  most  obdL  h'ble  Servant| 

JOHN  OHALONER. 
Neve'rthe22,1790. 
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Oaoxa  Yoa  PowDEa  &o.,  to  CELXBaAUK  abeival  ov 
PUBS.  U.  S.,  1790. 

To  His  Excellency,  the  Presideai  and  the  Hoaori^ble  Supremd 
Exeoative  CJounoil  for  the  State  of  PeQasjlvaDia. . 

November  28d^  1790. 
Grentlemen, 

Be  pleased  to  gmnt  four  Quarter  Casks  of  Powder,  making  iq 
Weight  1121b,  and  four  yards  of  Flannel  for  26  rounds  of  12  pdr. 
Cartridges — IS  ronnds  of  wbioh  are  to  announce  the  arrival  of  the 
President  Oeneral  in  this  City,  and  the  residue  shaH  be  preserved 
nntill  farther  Orders  are  given  to, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant^ 

TBOMAS  PROCTER.* 


RipoBT  OF  Register  Oeneral,  1790. 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  &  The  Hon'ble  Supreme  Executive 

Council. 
Sirs, 

In  oomplianoe  with  the  Order  of  your  Hon'ble  Board  of  the  18th 
Inst.,.reqoiiing  the  present  state  of  the  Pepartment  under  my  direo* 
tion  &  whether  any  Obstructions  or  loooavenienoies  ooour,  or  any 
Improvenorents  may  be  made  therein. 

1  beg  leuve  to  inform  your  Honors  that  the  Books  of  thia  O£o0 
are  setUed  up  to  tha  SOih  Sept.  last,  &  balano'd,  &  that  the  Aunttal 
AocooDta  are  nearly  prepai'd  to  belaid  before  the  General  Assembly^ 
so  far  as  the  Docujnent^  in  my  possession  will  enable  me  to  compleaft 
them. 

The  Obstructions  that  have  occurred  in  the  execution  of  ihedutiei 
assigned  to  me,  arise  principally,  from  the  want  of  sundry  aooounts 
&  doouments  whiqh  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain.  The  most 
material  of  which  are 

1st.  The  Accounts  of  the  respective  County  Treasurers,  as  settled 
by  the  Comptroller  Oen'l  previous  to  my  appointment,  for  want  of 
which  I  am  unable  to  state  the  Balances  due  by  the  different 
Conntiesi  tho'  highly  necessary  for  the  information  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

2d.  An  Account  of  the  Warrants  issued  by  the  Supreme  Exe 
tive  Oouncil^  previous  to  10th  April,  1789,  which  remained  un 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XT!     •  f  22. 
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at  tb&t  period — beoause  all  finch  as  jet  remain  nnpaid  ooght  to 
appear  in  ilie  estimate  for  the  cnnrent  jear;  that  the  Xjegidatnre 
maj  know  what  enm  they  are  to  provide  for. — Warrants  for  larg^e 
sums  issued  before  that  time  have  been  paid  in  the  last  jear^  altho' 
^ot  provided  for  bj  LegislattTe  appropriation. 

3d.  An  Aooount  of  the  Certificates  issued  for  the  depreciatioii  of 
pay  to  lihe  late  Army  before  the  28th  Sep.,  1789. 

4th.  An  Account  of  such  of  the  depreciation  Certificates  afoife- 
9aid|  as  haje  escheated  to  the  Commonwealth  in.Yirtae  of  the  Act 
of  25th  March,  1786. ' 

5th.  An  Account  of  Certificates  issued  for  Militia  services  &  other 
State  Debts  previous  to  28th  Sep.,  1789. 

6th.  An  Account  of  the  New  Loan  Certificates  issued  in  lieu  of 
Continental  Certificates  received  on  Loan,  &  of  the  Continental  Cer- 
tificates received  therefor. 

7th.  An  Account  of  the  New  Loan,  Depreciationi  &  Funded  Cer- 
tifioates,  which  have  been  exchanged  to  answer  paym'ts  in  Uie  Land 
Office,  or  consolidated  to  accommodate  the  parties. 

8th.  An  Account  of  the  Certificates  &  their  description  whieh 
have  been  received  for  Debts  or  Property,  of  the  State  &  from  whom 
received. 

9th.  An  Acco't  of  the  Balances  due  the  Invalid  Corps  to  oompteat 
their  Pensions  to  1st  May,  1789. 

10th.  A  list  of  Balances  due  by  the  State  on  accosts  settled  before 
the  28th  March,  1789,  for  which  Warrants,  or  Certificates,  may 
issue  on  the  application  of  the  Parties. 

These  objects  are  so  important  in  themselves,  ft  9o  beoessary  to 
the  due  arrangement  of  the  Finanoes  of  the  State,  as  render  any 
observation  from  me  unnecessary. 

The  late  Treasurer  having  applied  the  Monke  granted  by  Law  as 
a  fnod  for  one  purpose,  to  the  diseharge  of  others.  It  becomes 
neoeasary  before  the  Accounts  of  the  present  Treasurer  can  be  made 
to  oorrespond  with  the  Books  of  this  Office,  to  obtain  fnm  the 
Ijegislaturd  the  sums  necessary  to  replace  th^  Money's  belonging  to 
the  diffierent  Funds  appropriated  by  Law,  that  have  been  applied  to 
general  purposes^  Si  to  repay  a  large  Balance  due  the  former 
Treasurer; 

With  respect  to  Improvements  in  this  Office,  I  beg  leav«  to 
observe,  that  whenever  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  respeeting  this 
Department  are  fully  complied  with,  it  appears  to  mey  h  would 
answer  the  intention  of  the  Legislature* 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

^ .  with  great  Iftespect 

your  most  obed't 

most  HbL  Serr't, 

JOHN  DONNALDSON, 

Beg.  Oen.  Offioe. 

Nov.  23, 1790. 
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RfiPO&T  01  PbOTHONOTAET  OJ'  SUFBBBIB  COUBT,  1790. 

York,  29  November,  1790. 
May  it  please  your  Exoellenoy  &  your  Honors, 

I  had  the  honor,  a  few  days  ago,  at  the  Carlisle  Court,  to  receive 
from  yoar  honorable  Board  a  direction  to  inform  yon  of  the  State  of 
my  Department,  and  whether  any  obstractioiif  or  laconvenienees 
ooenrred,  or  any  Improvements  might  be  aiade  tbetein. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  your  Honors,  that  by  means  of  Mme  late 
acts  of  the  Legisiatore,  giving  a  Power  to  the  Sapreme  .Court  to 
hold  four  Terms  in  a  year,  and  to  appoint  Conrts  of  Nisi  prias  for 
the  Trial  of  Issues  in  Philadelphia  Comity,  as  often  as  they  shovld 
be  found  neooessary,  and  to  make  such  Rules  &  Orders  for  the 
Regulation  of  the  praoUce  of  that  Court,  from  time  to  time  as  they 
should  think  expedient,  and  the  prudent  and  wise  Rules  established 
by  the  Court  in  Consequence  of  these  Powers,  and  the  uniform  disr 
position  of  the  Bar  to  oonduet  the  Business  in  the  most  easy  & 
advantageous  manner,  that  no  obstruotioBs  or  Inoonvenienoes  at 
present  oocur  to  me  in  the  Exeeution  of  the  Business  intrusted  to 
my  Care;  nor  do  I  know  or  ean  suggest  to  your  Honorable  Board 
-any  improvements  which  are  in  my  opinion  at  present  nooessarjr  Aq 
be  made  in  my  department 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  re8pee^, 

your  Ezoelleney  &  your  Honors 

most  obedient  -humble  Servant, 
Directed,  EDWARD  BURD. 

His  Excellency  the  President  k  The  Honorable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Coroner  of  Franklin  County,  1790. 

Nov'r  29th,  1790. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  the  Commission  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
to  us  directed  we  have  taken  the  reeognisanee  and  Bonds  of  George 
Clark,  Esquire,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  Us  duty  as  Coroner  of 
Franklin  County  which  we  herewith  endose. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Ezodlenoy's 

and  the  Honorable  Councils 

most  obedient  finml.  Serv'ts, 
ABM.  SMITH, 
Directed,  EDW.  CRAWFORD, 

His  Excellency  Thos.  Mifflin,  Eaq'r,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennflfylvania. 
Vol.  XL— 38 
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REPoax  or  Measurer  op  Grai.v  and  Salt,  1790. 

Philad'a,  December  Ist,  1790. 
To  his  Ezoery  the  President  aad  the  Supreme  Exeoati7e  Coaacil  of 
PeDQsjlvania. 

Agreeably  to  the  Letter  reoeiv'd  frtKn  jovr  Honorable  Board  I 
made  enquiriea  among  some  of  the  Qrain  Merohants  wishing  iheia 
to  point  oot  any  improvements.  We  coaoluded  to  defer  it  till  soch 
times  that  Oongress  would  fix  the  Standard  of  measure  for  the 
United  States.  Since  my  appointment  I  flatter  myself  that  in 
respeot  to  the  Grain  Measoring  I  have^iven  satisfaction  to  both 
Bayer  and  Seller  and  kept  my  depnties  attentive  to  their  datj. 

In  respeet  to  diat  part  of  my  office  respecting  of  Salt  I  have  had 
some  diffiottlty  since  Congress  has  made  so  good  a  Provision  for 
the  measuring  of  Salt^  some  of  the  Importers  has  refused  to  pay  the 
money  allowM  by  Law  when  Sold;  I  have  told  some  of  them  to 
pay  the  Deputies  ii  '^  Hundred  Bushel  for  keeping  the  aooouat  of 
whom  sold  to  and  I  expect  they  will  comply,  for  as  the  Law  stands 
The  Purchasers  to  have  Justice  done  them  have  no  other  Person  to 
apply  to  but  me  as  Head  Measurer.  \ 
I  am  with  Respeot 

your  very  Humble  Sr't, 

BENJ.  DAVIS,  Jnn. 

Directedf 
His  EsceFy  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Ezecuti^^kflincil  of 

Pennsylvania.  ^^^ 
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Oonamaeh,  Road  from  Fraakatawn,  858. 

Conewaga  Faila,  improyement  o^  808, 

OoireBEsa,  8,  4,  50,  51,  68,  70,  71,  79. 
121,  122,  182,  143,  146, 188,  171, 173, 
176,  188,  190, 191,  214,  2.39,  285, 292, 
811,  SU,  823,  339,  363,  875,  387,483, 
472,  470,  488,  682.  566,  801. 
Reaolationa,  38,  60,  84,  73,  74,  75, 
128,  129,  141,  142, 198,  282, 292, 8i8» 
852,  387,  407,  565,  582,  688,  812,818. 
I>alegatea  to,  4,  27,  87,  40,  88,  108, 
188,  189,  207,  237,  251,  252,  308,  842, 
860,  862,  884,  878,  382,  888,  408, 488» 
451,  453,  458,  457,  480,  604,  506, 687, 
648,  690,  696,  884. 

Reports  to,  16,  79-88,  107.  Com- 
mittee  of  the  BUtea,  483.  Treaty 
with  Praaala,  4.  Treasury  Board 
Reporta  and  Lettera,  15,  41.  Domea- 
tlo  debt,  87,  60.  Reqniaitiona,  88, 
65,  198.  Cireulars,  50,  71.  Foreign 
debt,  38, 86.  Indenta  for  intereat,  51. 
Repreaentation,  61,  58.  .Finanees, 
84.  Liquidation  of  aoeonnta,  71. 
Hoatile  intention  of  IndlaoBp  72. 
Negioea  captured  by  BngUsh,  75. 
Report  on  nnifonn  ayatem  of  Com- 
MBM*,  76,  79.    On  obJm  of  Pannayk 


▼ani%  80-83, 186*  B^Iegatea  elaeted, 
83.  Ceaeion  by  CoDneotient  ef  lasda 
veat  of  PeBBsyLvanla,  Y^opoted,  107. 
•tate  of  repreaeatatioa,  122, 132, 188, 
175,  180,  192,  283,  275,  298,  811. 
Righte  of  Statea  to  ioterpret  tieatiea» 
128,  ReyoMiea,  aalariaa  of  oflleera 
•f  OoyemmeBt*  129.  John  Ajrm- 
atroag,  .Jr.,  appointed  to,  137.  Sale 
•f  8»wnahips  in  weatem  territory, 
141.  Onooiaingoopp^r,  142.  Frank- 
liig  priyilege  to  meaibera  of  Conyen* 
tion,  142.  Pbineaa  Bond,  Brideh 
ConanI,  146.  On  elaima  naaettled, 
170.  Bonndary  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  188.  Report  of  Con- 
yenttan  at  PhUadelpbia^  190.  Priyi-* 
legea  of  Conanla*  191,  Applieation 
for  men  for  Lnierne,  206.  The  new  ' 
eonatitntioD,  214.  Prospeota,  204. 
Reqoire  Mi  repHMentationa,  214. 
Sea  lettera,  289.  Parobaae  of  Brie, 
247.  Qaaatity  of  land  in  Erie  traot, 
251,  30S.  Billa  of  eredit  against 
Btate,  252.  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meana  on  fin  aneea,  268.  SetHement 
of  aoeonnta,  282, 285,  292,  3 1 8.  Pay 
of  inyiUida,  314.  Report  on  letter  of  ^ ' 
Commisaiooer  of  aoeonnta  of  VirginkL  ,2^ 
817.  Fnriber  time  fctr  preaentilf 
aoeonnta,  323.  Aot  reapeoting  Weat- 
em  Territory,  332,  889.  Wyoming, 
842.  Troopa  for  do.»  350,  362,  373. 
T.  Piekeringa  releaie,  864.  Erie, 
882>  888.  Tranafir  of  Erie,  387. 
Commiaaioner  of  aeeonnta,  408,  488. 
Conatitntion  to  be  submitted  to  Con- 
yention,  407.  On  Wyomlog,  (1784,) 
434,  451,  45.^  458,  461.  Marboia 
and  Lonigaobaaipa,  483.  Appoint- 
ment Bowen  and  Beatty,  604.  Erie, 
640.  Racf  ailing,  666.  On  iopoate^ 
582,  683.  Copiea  of  papera  to  be 
aeni  to  eaA  fitalo,  688.  Jndieiat 
Conrts,  690.  Loan  certifteatea,  596. 
Indian  Chiefa  in  Virginia,  800.  Ao- 
ooQBta,  602.  PnUio  aredit,  812» 
Amendmeata  of  Conatitntion,  816. 
Defexee  of  frontiers,  822.  Uaefnt 
arts,  685,  889.  Dnaee,  889l  Copy 
right4,705.  Interoonraewilb  foroigit 
nationa,  708.  Cenana,  709,  718. 
Conneotiout,  proeeedioga  in  Congress 
reapecting,  and  Wyoming,  5,  108. 
Aet  to  eomply  with  requiaitiona,  17, 
22.  Ceaaion  propoaed  of  landa  weet 
of  Pennsyiyania,  report  eur  107. 
Claima,  159i  Lettera  to  and  froai. 
Governor,  239,  409,  414,  447,  461^ 
785.  Beldera  of  land  aak  for  i^yisien 
in  Lnserne  Co.,  886.  Claimants  in^ 
arma at  Abrahama  plaina, 437.  Righta 
of  aettinra,  (17fi4)  447«  451.    Agrea 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


no 


IKPEX. 


iB«iit  wMi  B«  Dfrer,  ftSS.    Al»800iidiiig 
debtor  olftitned,  785. 
Constltatioti  of  United  Stetee,  amoBd. 
meats  proposod  bj  North  Oarolln«, 

•17,  ©r^. 

OoBSuls,  BritUhy  145.  PriTilegof  of, 
191.  FfaioOM  Bond  a|>pointed,  145. 
SaggOBtions,  255.  Supposed  infKnge- 
ment  of  rights  of  Stnte,  375.  Letter 
from,  on,  381.  Opinion  of  Judges 
on,  383. 

Oonventlon,  in  Philadelphia  to  rsHse 
Federal  Constitation,  119,  122,  214. 
Members  letters  to  be  free,  142, 

Oonvention,  resolutions  in  Assembly  to 
oall,  on  the  Constitation,  665. 

Oopper,  eolnage  of,  Reeolatlon  of  Con- 
gress respecUng,  142. 

Copy  Bights,  act  passed  by  Congress,. 

ro5. 

Cornplanter,  (Indian  Chief,)  land  pro- 
posed to  be  given,  562.-  Comes  to 
Philadelphia,  733,  739,  740,  741. 

Coroner  of  Franiclin  Co.,  765. 

Coirey,  Jonathan,  letter  to,  from  OeL 
Jno.  FranltHn,  101. 

Ooorts,  jadieial,  Delegates  on,  590. 
.    Coart,  liistriet  U.  8.,  to  sit  in  Phlladel. 
»■     ghla,  723. 

Coxe,  Tench,  Commissioner  to  Com- 
meroial     Convention,    to    Maryland 

.  Commissioners,  61.  To  Council,  60. 
-  Appointed  on  Commerce,  522.  His 
Tiews  of  ^urebase  of  Erie  lands,  Gor- 
ham  A  Co's.  oli^m,  539.  Applioation 
to  GoTomor  of  Canada  suggested, 
642,  543. 

Craig,  Col.  John,  instmotioas  to,  to 
take  Franklin,  188,  196.  Pay  for 
troops,  236.     Militia  flnes  of  Jno. 

.  Yonngman,  804, 

Oraig,  Thomas,  respeeting  Brown's  exe- 
cution, 276. 

Crawford,  Bdward,  Jr.,  Uoctisef ,  600. 

Credit,  public,  resolution  of  Congress 
on,  612. 

Cunningham,  James,  report  of  surreys 
of  depreciation  land,  263. 

Cumberland  Co.,  State  road,  158^  Be- 
tums  of  militia,  605. 

Corwin,  Jno.,  on  Turnpike,  572. 


DatSy  Samuel,  instructions  as  agent  to 

Wyoming,  66. 
DsbTiS,  Benj'n,  jr..  Report,  766. 
DebU,   Publie— States   called  on    for 

statements  of,  613,  639,  640. 
]>eeda,  petition  on  acknowledgment  af, 

]36« 
IMany,  Sharp,  Report  Mr,  Orr's  duty 


as  an  alien,  259.  Atteraey  GenanlV 
opinion  as  to  Oitisensbip,  SM. 
Queries,  respecting  duties,  897. 
Answer  of  Judges  to,  601,  602. 

Delaware  Co.,  Justice  of  peaee^  688. 

Delaware  River,  navigable,  oommanie»- 
tion  between  Chempeafce  and,  Pr»- 
oeedings.  25,  27.  Sloop  and  uegra 
Jim  brought  into,  53.  Beaoon  afc 
Cape  May,  98.  Spanish  Frigate  at 
Marcus  Hook,  99—102.  Xxaarina- 
tion  of,  677.  Comm'rs  to  examine;, 
622. 

Delaware,  State  of,  Act  of,  to  eomply 
with  requisitions,  16,  22.  Proceed- 
ings on  internal  navigation,  2^,  27* 
77.    Letter  firora  9ovV,  83. 

Delegates  to  Congress,  Letters,  4,  27, 
37,  40,  87,  106,  (see  VoL  X.,  759,) 
188,  189,  207,  237,  251,  308,  343,350,  ^ 
352,  364, 373,  382,  388,  408,  433,  tf  1, 
453,  456,  467, 461,  504,  506,  597, 513, 
600,684.    Bieoted,  88. 

Deluge  in  Luteme  Co.,  85. 

Denison,  Nathan,  instructiOBa  with 
arms  for  Wyoming,  212.  A  Scotch 
Emissary,  213.  Letter  on  insargentSy 
827. 

Denny,  Ensign,  his  rank,  326. 

Department  of  Foreign  Aflhira  to  be 
esteblished,  599. 

Depositions,  A.  BUieott  on  arrest  of  T. 
Pickering,  327.  Ira  MaavlU  Wye- 
ming,  344.  Benedict  Satteriee,  do., 
345.  Joel  Whitcomb,  368.  Keeny, 
358.  Elijah  Reynolds,  Josepb  Bnl, 
Martin  Dudley,  Jos.  Kilbm,  S60. 
Garret  Smith,  371.  Wm.  Smith, 
393.  M.  Hollenbaoh,  894,  551.  K. 
Kingsley,  Lord  Butler,  T.  Pickerings 
551.     Z.  BuUer,  563. 

Depreciation  Lands,  surveys,  9S>  26IL 
Sales  of,  126. 

Depreciation  of  Money,  (K.  Of  pay. 
Judges  opinion  of,  120. 

Dickinson  College,  intereat  due,  640, 
578. 

Diemer,  James,  recommended  as  a 
Judge  at  Reading,  596. 

Doan,  Abraham,  and  Levi,  Letter  to 
C.  J.  McKeaa  respecting,  351.  Re- 
solution of  Assembly  for  respite* 
808. 

Doan,  Joseph,  Estate,  725. 

Donation  Land,  Lottery,  proposal  re- 
specting, 49. 

Donatloti  lands,  survey  of,  512.  Oaul 
Irvine's. description  of,  518^20. 

Donnaldson,  John,  appointed  Register 
Gea'l  568.  Office  in  Stata-Hoose, 
609.  Clerk,  570.  Order,  571.  Re- 
poH;,  722,  764. 

Dorohesteri     Lord^    Letter^ 
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.  Hntobinfl,  (Geoifrfiplier,)  for  pemU- 

sion  to  sarvey  l«iids,  315. 
Douglass,  Ephraim,  Letter  &om,  32. 

Election  returns,  535. 
Doyle,  Ssm'l,  arrested,  730.  Acquitted, 

744. 
Dryer,  Jacob,  Letter  to  C.  J.  MoKean, 

respecting,  351. 
Dry  lands,  Northampton  Co.,  647,  651.- 
Dudley,   Joseph,    a  Wyoming   rioter 
,  wounded,  356,  359.    Diesy  365»  367. 
Dumas,  Mr.,  olaim,  411. 
Dunwoodie,    James,    instruetions    to, 

Election  returns,  430. 
Duties,    Queries    on,    507.     Answers, 

601.    On  Tonnage,  599,  689. 
Dyer,  Elijah,  agreement  with,  533. 


Bokert,  Valentine,  instmetioni  to,  re- 
specting troops,  208,  211. 

SUicott,  Andrew,  Letters  to  and  from, 
respecting  boundary,  140,  178,  203, 
.  216,  429.  SurTej  of  Islands  in  Ohio, 
583.  Proposes  publishing  obserya- 
tion%  216,  Deseribes  Erie  Lands, 
243.     Deposition  on   T.   Pickering, 

«  £27.  Purefaaae  of  Erie,  429,  537. 
.  On  rarrej  of  Lake  Erie,  61^  615, 
704. 

B)liott»  Lt.  Beng'n,  aeoount  of  his  pro- 
ceedings, 665. 

Elliott,  Wm.y  proposal  for  a  road,  70. 

Erie,  Comm'rs  arrive  at,  203.  Letter 
to  Delegates,  on  purchase  of,  Ac, 
237.  Lands  described  by  Col.  A. 
Porter,  241.  Estimated  considera- 
tion to  Indians  for  Triangle  at,  245. 
Proposition  of  Mr.  Irvine  to  pur- 
ohase,  and  proceedings  of  Congress 
on,  247.  Size  of  the  Tract  unsettled, 
^  251.  Assembly,  approve  of  pur- 
chase, 252.  Proceedings  in  Congress 
on  quantity  in  purchase  of,  808,  313. 
Extract  from  Cession  of  New  York  to 
U.  S.,  309.  Do.  of  Massachusetts, 
310.  Authority  of  Council  to  pur- 
chase, 313.  No  reservations  neces- 
•ary,  382.  Act  of  Congress  transfer- 
ring to  Statt,  S87.  Re8olu,tion  of  Do., 
387.  Eepor^fejM^i^ligil  on  purchase 
of,  to  AssemlH^  f^L  Estimate  of 
Expenses  of  pvtcufKnrom  Indians, 
390.  LeUer  from  Tice  President  to 
Assembly,  respecting  390.  Report 
and  Resolution  of  Assembly  on  pur- 
chase of,  895.  List  of  Goods  for 
Indians,  427.  Letter,  And'w  Ellicott 
on  purchajio,  429.  Obligation  of 
Comm'rs,  to  deliver  goods  to  Indians, 


507.  PnrehMO  ftnd  Boavdary  of 
Indian  Lands,  508.  Report  to  Gen'l 
Assembly,  of  purohaao  ef,  628. 
Agreement  with  Gibaoa  and  Butlei^ 
and  Six  Nations,  for  purob^se  from, 
629-533.  Leave  to  survey  to  bo 
asked  of  Gov.  of  Canada,  637,  543. 
Tenoh  Coxe  suggests  difllculties  as  to  ' 
Title  of,  539,  543.  Resolution  of 
Assembly,  .aurvey  and  location  of, 
566.  John  Adlum  on  survey  of,  577. 
Expense  of  survey,  576.  Money. 
drawn  for,  589,  691.  Letter  of  Gen'l 
Butler  on,  591.  Survey  of,  612,  615, 
Quantity  and  value  of,  stated  by 
Comptroller,  655.  Estimate  of  £x< 
penses  to,  691.  Deeds,  704. 
Evans,  Griffith  proposals,  49. 

P. 


Fayette  County,  Military  Officers,  702. 

Febiger,  Cfaristiao,  resigns,  as  ane- 
tioneer,  563.  Elected  Treasurer,  638. 
Pact^  respecting  Treaaury  depart- 
ment, 649. 

Ferguson,  Capt.,W.  his  rank,  240.  On 
recruits,  590. 

Finley,  James,  appointed  Justice,  re- 
signs— his  reasons,  293. 

Fisher,  Thomas,  Eleotions  in  York  Co., 
388. 

Fishkill,  (N.  T.,)  arms  sent  to  by 
Connecticut  Claimants,  (1785,)  456, 
467. 

Fitxsimons,  Thos.,  Letter,  427.  App'd 
Comm'r  on  oommercial  regulations, 
252.     On  Loan  Certificates,  595. 

Flour  Inspector's  Report,  756. 

Fort  Stanwix,  507. 

Mcintosh,  510. 

France,  Comaeroial  Treaty  with,  220- 
228,  287. 

France*  Miniater  of,  respecting  Marboia 
and  Longschamps,  468^  469,  470, 478, 
462,  487. 

Franklin,  Benj'n,  ro-olccted  President, 
207.  Extract  from  Will,  leaving  bia 
Portrait  to  Council,  701.  Their 
acceptance  of  it,  701. 

Franklin  Co.,  Light-Horse,  Election, 
280.  Trial  of  W.  Nugent,  316. 
Coroner,  765. 

Franklin,  Col.  John,  Letters  to  and 
from,  8,  14,  52,  67,  84,  94.  111.  Re- 
specting, 26,  35,  45.  lesnes  notice 
for  a  meeting,  66.  His  report  of, 
proceedings,  in  Philadelphia,  67. 
Wyoming  Affairs,  94.  lietter  to  Wnt, 
Montgomery,  111.  Letter  from  Caleb 
Benton   on   towns   on    Tioga,  176. 
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LetMr  from  J.  HuftHlon,  163,  18(. 

Qor.  of  ConneotiMit  respeeting,  2St, 

409,  451.    MenoriAl  ta  AssMnblj  of 

Oonnecdmit.  (1784.)  447,  461.    Asks 

for  neeoBsarioi  in  Prison,  649,  556. 
Vmiklin,  Boswell,   rftlsed  a  partj  to 

nrrest  rioters  n(  Wyoming,  S59. 
Prankstown,  Road  firoa,  to  Oonemack, 

•67. 
Freeman,  6am«el,  Qaptore  of  Indian 

Mardorers,  714,  7S1. 
Frenoli  Creek,  J.  Hart  to  X.  Adlvm  on, 

603. 
Frencfci  Bmigrants  to  8oioto,  ask  for 

Tents  in  Pkiladelphia,  743. 
French  Merebants,  oomplaln  of  doing 

Military  dntj,  49. 


ealbraith,  Robert,  distracted  state  of 
aifairs  in  Hantingdon  Oo.,  870.  Road 
to  Frankstown,  666.  Road,  725. 
Indian  Chiefk,  733. 

Galloway,  Joseph,  Estate  in  Hog  Island, 
confiscated,  80. 

Gardner,  Hon.  Joseph,  papers  from 
ConnecticQt,  before  Congress,  (1785,) 
449,  453. 

Oeorgia,  Act,  to  comply  irith  reqnisi- 
•tion,  17,29.    Letter,  Governor  of,  96. 

German  Lntheran,  Cong'n,  Philad'a, 
Error  io  their  warrant,  607. 

Gerry,  Blbridge  on  imposte,  698. 

Gibson,  George,  Commissions,  607. 

Gibson,  John,  Commission  to  pnrcbase 
Brie,  of  Indians,  406.  Goods  for, 
427.    Report  on  Aoconnts,  688. 

Gibson,  John,  and  R.  Butler,  agree 
with  Six  Nations,  of  Indians  for 
their  lands,  629-533. 

Gordon,  8am ael,  to  N.  Denison,  re- 
specting a  Sootch  Emissary,  213. 

Gore,  Obediah,  and  M.  Hollenbaeh, 
troops  for  Wyoming,  216. 

Gorham  and  Co's  porohase  of  Erie  lands, 
641. 

GoTcnior,  of  Connecticut,  239,  409,  414, 
.447,  451,  735.  Delaware,  letters,  33. 
Georgia,  96.  Lonisiann,  567.  Mary- 
land, 66.  Massachusetts,  271.  New 
Jersey,  326,  836,  336,  548.  560.  New 
York,  96,  125,  196, 196,  326,  335, 341, 
412.  North  Carolina,  116.  South 
CaroUna,  645.  Virginia,  115,  116, 
497,  499,  601, 507,  623,  557,  600. 

Graham,  Henry  Hale,  Justice,  DtL  Co., 
638. 

Grain  and  BaK,  measurer's  Report,  766. 

Grant,  Thomas,  on  Wyoming  aifairs, 
110. 


Gtlfirold,  Matlhaw,  Q^witft  of  Con- 
neoticnt  on  righto  of  claimants  (1784) 
U7,  461. 


Hahn,  Mtohael,  Riots  at  York  Town,  9f. 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  Sec  Trtasniy, 
debto,  638.    Answer,  641. 

Hamilton,  Joseph,  letters  to  and  from, 
3, 67, 84,  94, 183, 185.  Apprehended. 
460. 

Hamilton,  WilUam,  Report  of  com- 
mittee, 636. 

Hancock,  John,  GoTomor  of  Masonekn- 
setto,  letter  from,  272. 

Hurmer,  Fort,  attocked  by  Indians,  391 

Harmer,  Lieutenant  CoL  Josiah,  return 
of  troops  in  serrice,  173,  174,  217, 
219.  His  rank  209.  Arrangcmcnl 
of  Troops,  218.  Re-snlfstment  of  oft- 
oers,  270.  Contlnned  in  wwsmnn^ 
282.  Irregular  commission  to  Mr. 
Spear,  287.  Rank  of  officers  326. 
Recmiting  money  Ac,  393. 

Harris,  James,  letter  to  J.  McLesa,  re- 
specting Road,  186. 

Harrison,  Governor  Benj.  (Virgin ia)Te-^ 
speotlng  boundaries,  497,  499,  661, 
507. 

Hart,  JoD'a  to  J.  Adhun,  land  on  Frcaeh 
creek,  593. 

Hartley,  Col.  Thomas  to  W,  Bradford, 
on  trial  of  Yoik  Rioters,  115,  156. 

Has^e,  John,  sends  petition,  tS8^ 

Haner,  Samuel,  letters,  47, 102. 

Hellsted,  Charles,  (Swed.  Consul)  sends 
letter  adrisiug  of  war  between  Rns- 
sia  and  Turkey,  265,  293. 

Henderson,  Andrew,  account  of  tiotons 
disturbances  in  Huntingdon,  395-39T. 

Henry,  William,  return  of  arms  Ae^ 
239. 

Hessian  dy,  importadon  of  flonr  into 
G.  Britian  prohibited  on  aocL  of,  527. 
Information  asked  respecting  it  of 
Agri.  Soc,  884.    Reply  to,  385. 

Hog  Island,  oli^m  of  Caldwell  and  Bntw 
clay  to,  89.    Early  h^tory  inTdred, 

kre,  troops  for 
Tsltion  respeeU 

footed  commissioner 
Permanent  seai 


90. 
Hollenbaeh,  M. 

Wyoming, 

ing  Capt, 
Hie8ter,Dan'l,Jr., 

of  Loserne  Co.,  160. 

of  Government,  607. 
Hodgdon,  Saorael,  dlepatohea  letters  to 

Baston,  374.    Arms  at  Carlisle,  879. 
Hogs,  Hon.  Jon'a,  letter  to,  on 

murders,  149. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


INDSX. 


718 


H«plclii««a«  I'meU  (J.  A.)  «m*  of  floop 
And  negro  brought  into  Del.,  66.  Let- 
ters to  and  from,  53, 125.  Reeolattons 
of  Assembly  of  Maryland,  77.  Letter 
respecting  from  M.  Clarksop,  250. 
Snpposod  interferenee  of  British  Con- 
sal  with  Wardens  of  Pbilada.,375. 
On  safety  of  admiralty  papers,  63i. 

Habley,  LU  Bernard,  Indiin  morders, 
709,  710.     Militia,  738. 

Hnbley,  Michael,  appointed  Pres't  of 
courts  in  Lancaster  Co.,  363. 

Hnffnagle,  Ifiohael,  to,  on  timber^  500, 
601. 

Hmgbes,  John,  proposal  to  Joseph  Mit- 
ebell  for  lands,  253. 

Hvntingdon,  distarbanoes  in,  805-307, 
370.  Commissioners  to  mn  Boundary 
lines,  571.  Justices,  688.  Statement 
of  LL  Benj.  BlUott's  proceedings,  665. 

Hantington,  Samuel,  Governor  of  Con- 
necticut respecting  John  Franklin, 
239,  409,  414. 

Hutchinson,  Dr.  James,  on  inspector  of 
pot  and  pearl  ashes,  679. 

Hutchins,  Thomas,  CQ^eographer)  letters 
to  Congress  and  Lord  Dorchester  for 
permission  to  survey  lands  on  Erie, 
S14,  315. 


Imposts,  resolution  of  Congrese  on,  562, 
683.  Answer  of  President  Mifflin, 
685.     E.  Gerry  on,  598. 

IirniAirs. 
Report  to  Congress  on  Hostfle  Inten- 
tions of,  72.  Purchase  from,  by  6us- 
quehannah  Co.,  114.  Murders  by, 
149,  209.  Letter,  Cherokee  Women 
to  Pres.,  181.  Letter  James  Rinker, 
Superintendent  of,  to  R.  BuOer,  re- 
specting, 206.  Murders  in  Washing- 
ton Co.,  209,  377. 

Purchase  of  Erie  Lands  from,  890. 
Attack  Fort  Harmar,  392.  Commis- 
sioners to  purchase  Erie  from,  405. 
Outrages  at  Wyoming,  432.  In- 
strucUons  to  Comm'rs  to.  503.  Por- 
ehase  of  lands  from  Six  Nations, 
towardi  Brio,  508.  Obligation  of 
Comm'rs  to,  507,  509.  Treaty  at  Fort 
Mcintosh,  510.  Agreement  between 
Geni  Butler  and  Gibson,  with  Six 
Nations,  for  lands,  620.  Letter  of 
Cherokee  Chiefs,  to  Pres.  Mifflin,  584. 
Act  of  Congress  for  expense  of  nego- 
oiations  with,  604.  Defence  against, 
666.  Troublesome  in  Washington 
Co.,  678,  675,  685.  Col.  MoGilU- 
yray,  and  chiefs  of  Creek  Nation  visit 
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PhiUk,  r07,  711.  Murdan  oa  Pine 
Creek,  709,  710.  714,  719,  720.  Trou- 
blesome in  Northumberland  Co.,  710. 
Petition  of  Prisoners  among,  712. 
Murderers  described,  721.  Take 
horses  (torn  Plam  Creek,  723.  Samuel 
Doyle  arrested,  730.  Complanter 
and  Stiffknee  at  Philad'a,  733,  789, 
740.  Complaints  by,  739.  Against, 
740.  About  to  return  from  Philad'a 
740,  741.  Joseph  Nicholason,  inter- 
preter,   742.    8.    Doyle    acquitted, 

'     745. 

Instructions  to  Samuel  Dale,  66.  To 
Col.  John  Craig,  189,  196.  To  officers 
in  Lucerne  County,  204.  To  Com- 
missioners, 205.  To  N.  Denison, 
212.  To  Balliet  and  Armstrong  to 
view  lands  in  Luseme  County,  304. 
To  OapL  Jno.  Kemp  with  provision< 
for  prisoners  at  New  York,  [1782] 
497.  To  Commissioners  to  Indians, 
503.  To  Evan  Owen  on  Nesoopec 
Road,  585.  Commissioners,  on  Sus- 
quehanna, 684.  To  Commissioners 
to  view  Rivers,  688,  To  Chas.  Pettit, 
agent  on  accounts  with  United  States, 
708.    Report,  749. 

Intaroourse  with  foreign  nations,  70S. 

Internal  navigation,  proceedings  be- 
tween Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and 
Maryland,  respecting,  25,  27,  77. 
Commissioners  of  Virginia  and  Maiy  • 
land  on,  511. 

Irvine,  William,  proposes  in  Congress, 
proceedings  respecting  Erie,  247. 
Wyoming,  338.  Timber  opposite 
Fort  Pitt,  501.  Survey  of  the  donation 
lands,  612.  Account  of  donation 
lands,  518-520. 

Irwin,  Matthew,  Reoorder  appointed 
Justice  of  Common  Pleas,  136. 

Islands  in  Western  RiFOrt,  644, 667. 


Jack,  James,  conrmissions,  868. 

Jay,  John,  (Secretaiy  Foreign  AiTairs,) 

171,202,287,411. 
Jefferson,  Thomas,  Secretary  of  State, 

letters  from  679,  681,  685,  6S8.  689, 

696,  700,  703,  705,  706, 707,  708,  709, 

712,  713,  718,  722. 
Jennings,  John,  to  be  arrested,  828. 
Jenkins,  John,  respecting,  15,  45,  52. 
Jenkins,  Stephen,  petition  of,  release 

f^om  prison,  537. 
Jones,  David,  respecting  forfeited  land 

in  Northumberland,  58. 
Jones'  Lane,  turnpike,  335. 
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JolmstoB)  Cftpt.  A^dr^w,  on  toA.  0«. 
rloU,  157. 

Johnston,  Ool.  Frftaoit,  ialM  of  d«preoi- 
ation  lands,  125.  Islands  in  Western 
Riven,  644,  667.    Report,  750. 

Jttdges  of  Sapreme  Court,  letter  from 
President  Dickinson  to,  [1784]  442, 
443.  On  esso  of  John  Brown,  264. 
Wyoming  &Long80h»inp8, 415.  Mar> 
bois  ■odl)o.,  467,  472,  478,  488,  489, 
49<M94  [1784.1  Opinion  ofi  ease  of 
morder,  560.  Answers  to  queries  on 
duties,  601.  Amioable  suit  against 
State  for  depreoiaUon  on  salariei, 
685,  686.  Respeoting  a  negro  eott- 
flned  In  Danphin,  667. 

Jadieial  Courts,  delegates  on,  590. 

Jungman,  John,  petition  fbr  pajr,  288, 
804. 

Jtistiees  of  Northampton,  letter  to,  re- 
specting Rer.  John  Rosborough,  272. 
Of  Franklin  Conntj,  trial  of  W. 
Nngent,  316. 


Keene,  Lawrence,  Prothonotary  of 
Northnmberland,  list  of  Jurors  recog- 
nised at  Wyoming,  111. 

Keeear,  6!ek,  and  other  Chinese  sent  to 
Mar/land,  67.    (See  VoL  X.) 

Kemp,  Capt  John,  of  Sehooner  Cohan- 
aey,  with  proyisions  for  prisoners  at 
New  York.  (1782)  instructions  to,  497. 

Kennedy,  David,  dty  lands  in  North- 
ampton Co.,  651.  Report  on  land 
oflBoe,  757. 

Kilbron,  Aaron,  roeord  of  Court  against, 
646, 

Kilbom,  Joseph,  reoord  of  conTlction 
of,  419. 

Kingsley,  Nathan,  resigns  as  a  justice, 
662. 

Knox,  Oen.  H.,  Seo.  of  War,  Letters, 
208,  240,  268,  281, 291, 800,  584,  565, 
621,  624,  645,  685,  686,  707,  728. 


Lancaster  Co.,  U.  Hubley  appointed 
President  of  Courts,  363.  Turnpike, 
572.  Meeting  on  improying  Susque- 
hanna river,  608. 

Lancaster  Turnpike,  letter  R.  Peters, 
respecting  Jones's  Lane,  885. 

Land  offiee,  508. 

Lands,  in  new  purchase,  No.  of  war- 
rants  issued  for,  121.  Depreciation 
lands,  sales  at  low  prices,  125.  Claim 
of  S.  Riddle  and  J.  HiQ,  Utter  from 


la&d  Cffli^OfB,  188.  TlfgMft  UlAm, 
138,  160>162.  Between  BortlMm 
boundarr  and  Brie,  211. 

Latimer,  George,  recommends  J.  Pot- 
ter, 661. 

Lehigh  River,  observatloiis  on,  asid 
roads,  by  8.  Balliet,  181,  132.  Re- 
marks OB,  135.    Examination,  694. 

Lenox,  Darldi  claims  depreeiatiDB  «f 
pay,  55. 
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AUee,  Wm.  T.,  (Judge)  2S8;  4». 
Adlum,  John,  576,  693,  629.  Agri- 
cultural Bociety,  527,  384,  3S5.  Ab- 
stey,  John,  149.  Antos,  Fred«r«k« 
Ac,  489.  Armstrong,  John,  Jr.,  137, 
407,  436,  447.  Armstrong,  Major 
William,  214,  242.,460.  AadbcTBdeB, 
Schults  Yon,  295.  Assembly,  87. 
103,  167,  206,  390,  397,  898,  4«2,4I9, 
621,  529,  547,  669,  673,  674,  675. 

Baker,  Hflaiy,  604.  Balfiet,  St*, 
phen,  177,  179,  460.  Barclay,  Joha. 
89.  Bartholomew,  Edward,  767 
Bayard,  John,  28.  Benton,  Calebs 
175.  Biddle,  Clement,  236,  573,  743- 
Bingham,  Wiliiam,  308.  Board  «f 
Treasury,  Se0  Tsbasubt  Boaib. 
Board  of  War,  208,  240, 268,  281, 391, 
800,  534,  555.  Bond,  Phineaa,  (Brit 
Consul)  255, 881.  Bradford,  Wm.,  Jr., 
58,114^  122,  232,  234^  250,  260,  278, 
810,415»419,431, 446, 446, 467.  Bnak- 
enridge,  H.,  732.  Brearly,  David, 
(C.  J.,  N.  J.)  548.  Brison,  James, 
422,  624.  Brodhead,  Oantei,  &  O., 
641,  660,  668,  758.  Brown,  Andrew, 
412.  Brown,  John,  (pritonar,)  264. 
Bryan,  Oeorge,  (Judge)  264»  289; 
286,490.  Bnrd,  Edward,  76S.  Bai- 
ler, Lord,  330.  Butler,  Qes.  Richard, 
427,  562,  691,  715,  723.  BaUer,  CoL 
Zebulon,  179.  192,  830,  351,  3^381, 
414,  459,  619,  676.  Bayers^  Joha, 
d^,  439,  440. 


Caldwell,  Samuel,  89,  594^ 
Col.  John,  588.  Caswell,  Riebard, 
€ov.  N.  C,  116.  ChBlo&«r,  Jobs, 
680,  761.  Cherokee  Chlelb,  584. 
Cherokee  Indian  Women,  181. 
Churchman,  John,  718.  CinefBBati, 
Boeiety  of,  726.  Cironlars,  379,  746w 
Clarkson,  Matthew,  250.  OliBtoa, 
George,  Governor  New  York,  96^  19^ 
187,  196,  197,  826,  385,  841,  412. 
Coats,  LL  Col.  William,  273,  274. 
Commander  of  Spanish  Frigate,  IM, 
101, 102.  Commissioners  for  western 
boundary,  26,  62,  69,  178.  Northcns 
boundary,  203.  .On  OonneotfcstI 
claims,  159.    To  Oomnereial  Cos. 
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^•tit1<m,  8d.  To  IndlMiey  MZ,  9^, 
606,  509,  510.  or  LaMine  Ce.,  196, 
^302,  332.  or  Maryland,  01.  For 
*improyiBf  inland  naTlgatioiii  77. 
To  examine  rirera,  022,  084,  037, 
081,  083,  090,  750.  Of  Tazee,  490, 
593, 000.  Of  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
511.  Oommlttee  of  Assembly,  547. 
or  Congress,  583,  585.  Comptroller 
General,  33,  84,  90,  97,  139, 142, 198, 
229,  234,  249,  259,  323,  404,  501,  580, 
055,058,731,  729,  739.742,747.  Con- 
gress, 4, 15,  50,  51,  57, 70, 71,  79,  121, 
122,  132,  143,  145,  108, 171, 178.  176, 
180, 100,  191,  214,  239,  285,  298,  311, 
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27, 37, 41, 106, 188,  189, 207,  237,  261, 
252,  266,  280,  808,  342,  350,  352,  305, 
373,  382,  883,  408,  4.^2,  456.  457,  459, 

504,  505,  537,  543,  590,  685.  Com- 
mittee or  Ways  and  Means,  259,  588, 
585.  Committee  or  States,  446,  483. 
Conneetioat,  to  and  from  Governors, 
238,  409,  414.  447,  451,  735.  Corn- 
planter,  (Indian  Cbter,)  730,  740. 
Correy,  Jona.,  104.  Coirperthwaite, 
Joseph,  (Sheriii;)  330.  Coxe,  Tench, 
61,  530,  543.  Craig,  Lt.  CoL  Jobo, 
196,  236.  305.  Craiff,  Thomas,  276. 
Crawford,  Edward,  Jr.,  690.  Cun- 
niogham,  James,  263.  Curwen, 
John,  572. 

Bale,  fiamnel,  00.  Dayi^  Benja- 
min,  Jr.,  760.  lielaay,  Sharp,  250, 
597,  001,  003.  Delaware,  Qovemor 
or,  38.  Delegates  in  Congress,  4, 
27,  37,  41,  87,  100,  188,  189, 207, 237, 
251,  252,  260,  280,  308,  842,  850,  352, 
366,  373,  382,  888,  450,  457,  460,  504, 

505,  537,  543,  085.  Deniaon,  Nathan, 
212,813,336,019.  Donnaldsoo,  John, 
609,  570,  722,  763.  Dorchester, 
Lord*  315.  Donglass,  Epbraim,  32, 
535. 

Bokert,  Valentino,  203,  211.  SIH. 
eott,  Andrew,  134,  140,  178,  210,  243, 
320,  429,  583,  01.3,  015,  705.  BlliotI, 
Lt  Benjamin,  005, 

Falconer,  Nath.,  737,  747.  Pebiger, 
Christian,  563,  649.  758.  Ferguson, 
Capk  Wm.,  690.  Finley,  James,  299. 
Fisher,  Thomas,  388.  Fitssimons, 
Thomas,  427,  595.  Franklin,  Beiga- 
min,  701.  Franklin,  Col.  John,  3, 
14,  52,  67,  84,  94,  111,  175,  182,  188, 
185,  549,  556.  Freeman,  Samnel, 
714,  721.     Fnllerioo,  Richard,   730. 

Galbraith,  Robert,  879,  656,  725, 
7.H3.  Gardner.  Hon.  Joseph,  451, 
463.    Gfiry,  Klbridge,  598.    Gettig, 
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Gibson,  John,  427.  Gordon,  Samnel, 
213.  eore,  Obodiah,  192,  2iew  Go- 
▼emor,  or  Gonnecticot,  238,  409,  414, 
447,  451,  735.  Or  Delaware,  33. 
or  Georgia,  96.  Or  Maryland,  50. 
Of  Massaehnsetts,  37L  Of  17ew  Jer- 
sey, 73,  326,  550.  Of  New  York,  96, 
125^  187,  190,  320,  412.  Or  North 
Carolina,  110.  Of  Sonth  Carolina, 
545.  or  Virginia,  115, 110,  212,  249, 
260,  284»  290,  497,  501,  523,557. 
Oraham,  Henry  Hale,  638.  Grant, 
Thomas,  110.  Oris  wold,  Matthew, 
Governor  or  Connecticnt,  447,  451. 
Gnrney,  Col.  Francis,  708. 

Hahn,  Michael,  97.  Hamilton, 
Alexander;  (Seo.  Treas.,)  638,  639, 
641, 654, 663.  Hamilton,  Dr.  Joseph, 
3,  67,  84,  94,  182,  185.  Hancock, 
(Got.,  John,  or  Mass.,)  271.  Hand, 
Gen.  Bdwd.,  505.  Harmar,  Lt  Col. 
Jonah,  173,  217,  270,  286,  825,  391. 
Harris,  Jamet,  186.  Harrison,  Ben- 
jamin, Got.  or  Vir.,  497,  499,  501, 
6U7.  Hart,  Jona*n,  593.  Hartley, 
Col.  Thomas,  114,  156.  HasAC,  John, 
288.  Health,  Officer,  787,  747.  Hell- 
stedt,  Cbas.,  (Swed.  Cons.,)  265. 
Hieater.Danl.,  Jr.,  607.  Henderson, 
Andrew,  305.  Henry,  Wm.,  238,  463. 
HoUenbaoh,  Matbias.  216.  Hodgdon, 
Samuel,  205,  374,  379.  Hoge,  Hon. 
Jonathan,  149.  Hopkinson,  Francis, 
53,  77.  125,  375,  634.  Honer,  Saml., 
47,  102.  Hubley,  Adam,  755.  Ha- 
bley.  Lt  Bernard,  709,  710,  730. 
Huffnagle,  Michael,  500.  Hanting- 
toB,  Gov.  Saml.,  of  Conn.,  238,  400, 
414.  Hutchins,  Thomas,  (Geogra- 
pher,) 314,  315. 

Ingels,  George,  707.  Irrina,  Gen. 
Wm.,  501, 512,  513.  Irwin,  Matthew, 
749. 

Jacks,  James,  303.  Jeiforson,  Tho- 
mas, Secretary  of  Slate,  079,  088, 
089,  690,  700,  70.H,  705,  700,  707,  708, 
709,  712,  713,  718,  720,  722.  Jen- 
kins, John,  52.  Johnston,  Capt  An- 
drew, 157.  Johnston,  Col.  Francis, 
125,  139,  245,  689,  044, 045,  008,  750. 
Jonee,  David,  58.  Jay,  John,  74,  17 1, 
201,  287,  293,  411.  Judges  of  Sup. 
Court,  233,  264,  283,  295,  441,  442, 
443,  472,  478, 484,  488,  490,  601,  667. 
Justices  of  Berks  Co.,  286.  Justices 
of  Franklin  Co.,  316.  Justices  of 
Northampton,  272. 
Kemp,  Capt  John,  497.  Kennedy, 
DaHd,  139,  651,  757.  Keene,  Law- 
rence, HI.  Kingsley,  Nathan,  662. 
Knox,  Gen,  H.,  (Seo.  War,)  208, 263, 
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711,  728. 

Land  OOcers,  138,  757.  Lfttimer, 
George,  661.  Lenox,  Darid,  55.  Le- 
van,  Danieli  63.  Lewie,  William,  273, 
727.  Lianes,  Thos.  de  Ugarte,  Y., 
100.  102.  Lieutonanta  of  Coontiea, 
879,  619.  LWingetoQ,  Got.  Wm.,  98, 
886,  550.  Lloyd,  Peter,  Z.  729.  Loan 
Office,  Trustees  of,  170.  Lukene,  Jno., 
82,  37,  98,  189,  427.  Lnterae,  Che- 
Talier  de  la,  462,  464,  465,  466,468, 
470,  475,  476,  482,  487.  Lyon,  Wil- 
liam,  731. 

MoKean,  C.  J.  Thomae,  264,  276, 
283,  295,  351,  366,  485,  661.  Mo- 
Lean,  Alex.,  7 1 ,  642.  McOlean,  Capt 
James,  229,  230,  231,  406.  McLene, 
James,  186.  Magistrates,  Wyoming, 
440.  Managers,  of  State  Loteiy, 
89,  118.  Marbois,  Mens.  Barbe 
de  49,  461,  471,  479,  481,  484,  494. 
Marshal,  Lt.  James,  209,  877.  Mar- 
tin, Robert,  Ac.,  433.  Maryland,  Gor. 
of,  57.  Maryland,  Commerce,  Com- 
missioner of,  61.  Massachnsetts,  to 
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Moor?,  Col.  James,  434,  435, 436,  443. 
Moore,  Thomas,  99.  Morris,  Rich- 
ard, (C.  J.,  N.  Y.,)  418.  Morris,  Ro- 
bert, 605.  Muhlenberg,  €kn.  Peter, 
1H8, 185,  281. 

Nesbitt,  John  Maxwell,  520.  New 
Jersey,  to  and  from,  Gor.^  93,  826. 
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136.  Want  the  laws,  159.  Daniel 
Hiesier  elected  and  resigns;  W« 
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cers,  elected,  384.  Memorial  for  di- 
vision of  land,  386.  Militia  Laws,  619. 
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Moore,  Lt  Col.  James,  on  Wyoming, 
434,  435,  436,  443. 
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misNonen  on  Commerce,  528* 
Mud^  Island,  lease  of,  139,  141.    Cea- 

dittoB  of,  198,  4U,  560,  662.   Report^ 

586,  617. 
Muhlenberg,  Gen.  Peter, resigns  as  Com- 
missioner   to   Luseme  oounty,   13A. 
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N«rthnmberland  county,  elaim  for  for- 
feiied  land  in,  68.  Letter  from  L. 
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Cbae.  Sims  to  Lands,  162.  Of 
judges,  Ac,  on  a  point  submitted  by 
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Parks,  David,  CsfirHctlott  of,  419. 
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FnnfSTLvAim. 
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mercial  convention,  60, 61.  Her  pre- 
sent system.  62.  Requisitions  on, 
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82,  87,  234,  235.  Connecticut  pro- 
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107.  Boundaries,  140,  160,  187, 
214,  216,  dlU,  407,  499,  501,  507, 
522.  Accounts  between,  and  U.  S.,  . 
146.  Troops  in  service  of  U.  8., 
174,  175.  Requisitions,  198,  214. 
North  line  compleated,  214.  Amount 
of  Claim  against  U.  8.,  284,  235. 
Description  of  lands  around  Brie, 
by  Porter,  Armstrong  and  Ellieott, 
241,  243.  Respecting  the  finance*, 
268.  Authority  of  Council  to  pur 
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Respecting  Erie,  208,  237,  241,  245, 
247,  251,  262,  308,  309,  810,  318. 
Rights  of  State  supposed  to  be  in- 
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of  Judges  on,  388.  Oampbeirs  and 
Simpson's  claims,  501.  Boundary 
with  New  York,  522, 526.  Commercial 
Regulations  proposed  by  Virginia, 
523 — 526.  Resolutions  in  Assembly 
to  call  State  Convention,  565.  Re- 
specting survey  of  Erie  Lands,  566. 
Subscribers  to  Soo.  for  Encouraging 
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mittee of  Congress,  ask  information 
on  imposts,  588.  Answer  to,  585. 
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Treasurer,  638.  Cession  of  lands 
from  v.  Carolina  to  U.  S.,  681,  688. 
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Return  of  Military  stores  in,  699. 
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in  arresting  a  figitive  debtor,  78« 
Opinion  of  Att'y  Gen.,  787. 
Penns.  Invalid  Guards,  Philadtlphta, 
returns  of  418. 
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Perkin,  Josepliy  reMBn  of  arms,  Ae,, 
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Pest  Hran,  Letter  from  Hoaltb  Ofltfer, 
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Peters,  Richard,  on  Tarnpikei,  335, 672. 
On  Trial  of  Judges,  63ft. 
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meat  of  deeds,  136.  Of  Thomas 
Lloyd  to  print  debates,  213.  John 
Brown,  264*  John  Jangman,  288, 
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842.  Stephen  Jenkins,  637.  OideoB 
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Pettit,  Charles,  Letters,  37,  41,  87, 106, 
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Infantry  to,  offer  of  service,  36. 
Pranklin  and  Jenkins,  agents  from 
Wyoming,  arrive,  62.  Officers  of 
Militia,  inyite  GotV  to  attend  a  re- 
view, 57, 78.  J.  Franklin's  report  of 
Preoeedi^gfl  in»  67.  Wardens  par- 
ohase  ground  at  Cape  May  for 
Beacon,  93.  R.  £.  Pine,  paints  por> 
traits  in  Assembly  room,  96.  Danger 
to  Piers,  at  Marcus  Hook,  from 
Spaaish  frigate,  99-102.  l^eroantile 
Sooiety  thank  Council  for  Committee 
Room,  103.  Act  of  North  Carolina 
appointing  Delegates  to  Convention, 
117.  Do.  New  Hampshire,  123. 
The  "  Brening  Chroaiole"  established, 
126.  Mathew  Irwiu,  Recorder,  ap- 
pointed Justice  of  Common  Pleas, 
136.  Power  of  Recorders  to  ac- 
knowledge deeds,  136.  Phineas 
Bond,  British  Consul,  146.  Larger 
Powder  Magazine  required,  202. 
Militia  ArtiUery  Stores  in,  267. 
Opinion  of  C.  J.  McEean  on  Powder 
Magacine,  276,  283,  646.    Returns  of 

.  Officers  elected  under  Militia  Laws, 
302,  378,  661.  Wardens  interfered 
with  by  British  Consul,  376,  381. 
Opinion  of  Judges  on,  383.  Resolu- 
tion of  Assembly  to  purchase  a  Pow- 
der Magasine,  393,  646.  Contested 
election  of  a  Sheriff,  James  Ash 
elected,  410.  Returns  of-^  Invalid 
Guards,  4)8.  Jon'a  B.  Smith  resigns 
as  prothonotary,  428.  Lawyers  re- 
commend Jas.  Bid  die  for  prothoi¥>- 


tary,4t6.    Attack  on  Mens.  Variiois 
by  Lpngsohamps,  461-496,  Barrack 
Lots,  Sale  of,  606,  689, 690.   Commer- 
cial   Convention    proposed  at»  623. 
L.     Nicola,     on     condition     of    the 
prison,   636.     Expense  of   watching 
public  buildings,  643,  676.     Repairs 
of   State  House,   568.     Febiger  re- 
signs as  auctioneer,   563.    Register 
Gen'l  opens  office  in  State   Rimae, 
569,  570.    Burial  ground  for  stran- 
gers,  670,    671.    Memorial  of  Coa- 
troller,  on  City  Lots,  671,  588,  690. 
Of  Receiver  Gen'l  do.,  672.    James 
Read,   Floar  inspector,    573.     Tvm- 
nage  duties,  694.    Tarem  Licensee, 
604.    Error  in  warrants  of  German 
Lutheran  Cong'n,  607.    Regvlaliea 
of  water  eonrses  in  SoathwM^  OIL 
Commissioners  to  examine  Delaware 
River,  622.  Prisoners  in  work-he«eea 
648.    Trees  for  State   House  Yard, 
674.  Inspector  of  Pot  and  Peari  uA, 
679.    John  Chaloner  appointed  aae- 
tioneer,    680.      Powder    Magaxine, 
682.      Memorial    on    Mustard,  686. 
Of    Wm.     Semple,    Sub.    Lt.,    687. 
Solitary  cells  in  Jail  to  be  eractedt 

706.  Creek,    Indian     Chiefs    visits 

707,  711.  Daily  Advertieer  estab- 
lished by  B.  F.  Bache,  718.  District 
Court,  U.  S.  to  sit  in  Philad'a,  723. 
Complanter,  and  Stiff-knee  airive, 
788.  Committee  Room  in  State 
House  739.  Indians  going  Home, 
740.  City  Lots.  742.  Unirenity 
corner-stone  laid,  742.  French 
Emigrants  to  Soioto,  748w  Preei- 
dent's  arrival  to  be  eelebrated,  703, 

Philadelphia  Company  for  promoting 
manufactures,  ^c,  propose  a  road, 
428. 

Philadelphia  County  OommiMionari  te 
erect  cells,  706. 

Pickering,  Timothy,  appointed  Regis- 
ter, Ac,  in  Lueme,  84^  Lettart 
to  and  from,  183, 136,  169,  176,  177, 
179,  180,   206,   208,  266«  381,   296, 

.  296,  312,  346,  353,  350,  363, 306,  300, 
424,641.  Capture  of,  326.  Prodaan- 
tion,  329.  Certificates,  Ao.,  respeet- 
ing,  651--556.  On  roads,  133,  136. 
To  be  advised  with,  respeoting  Frank- 

,lin,  189.  Militia  officers  and  JQstieee, 
at  Wyoming,  312.  Proclamation,  to 
arrest  persons,  329.  Letters,  to  Ger* 
N.  Y.  and  N.  J.,  respecting,  338.  De- 
positions, respecting,  846,  368,  371. 
Restored  to  liberty,  captors,  346, 369^ 
363,399,662.  Views,  respecting  old 
settlers,  Ac,  353.  Applies  as  8«r* 
reyor.  Gen.,  630. 
Pinokney,  Gov.  Thos.,  of  S.  C.»  applied 
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to  for  ysUio  pspMrt^  m  erideBM. 

646. 
Pine  Creek.  IttdiMk  tturden  on,  709^ 

710,  714. 
Pine,  R.  B.»  pafakte  pertnita  of  Beroln- 

^oAsry  keroei ,  96. 
Pittsburg,  xoftd  to,  proposed,  70.  Serere 

flold  tA,  S44.    Leads,  opposite  to,  do- 

■eribed,  244.    Timber  on,  600,  601. 

Road,  from  Bedford  to,  560,  643. 
Porter,  CoL  Andrew,  on  boundary,  26, 

60,  166,  178,  216,  241.     Commission. 

er,  502.    K.  line  eomplete,  214   De- 

scribes  Erie  lands,  242. 
Postage,  franking  privilege,  142. 
Pot  and  pearl  aah,  Inspector,  670. 
Potter,  Gen.  James,  death  of,  660. 
Potter,  James,  appointed  Sarrejor,  601, 

A6o. 
Powder,  for  oelebxating  President's  ar- 
rival, 763. 
Powder  Magasine,  too  small  for  all  the 

powder,  202.    AdTioe  asked  of  C.  J. 

MeKean,  276.    Opinion,  283.     De- 

■oribed,  546.    Powder   Magasine  al 

Philadelphia,  to    be  pnrohased,  398, 

688. 
Powel,    8aml.  (Presi  of  Phila.,  Agri- 

cultural    Society,)    information   re- 

.  quested  on  Hessian  fly,  527,  384,  385. 

President  and  V.  President  election  of, 

635. 
Proclamations,  of  Massachi^setts  for  ar- 
rest of  Daniel  Shays,  Ao.,  119.    On 

arrest  of  Col.  Pickering,  329. 
Proctor,  Gen.  Thomas,  proposes  oele- 
'  bnUion   of    President   Washington's 

birth  day,  664.     Indian  murders,  719. 

Bespeoting  Indians,  740,  741, 
Prisoners,  at  N.  Y.,  supplies  for  (1782,) 

496.      In    workhouse,    Phila.,    648, 

Letter,  Geo.  Washington  respecting. 

(17S2,)496. 
Prothonetaries,  eireular  to,  691. 
Prothonotary  of  Sup.  Court,  765. 
Prussia,    treaty  with,  6-14.    Bights  of 

oonsoienoe,  worship  and  burial  secured 

by,  to  U.  B.,  8. 
Pablio  retiords,  report  on  secoring,  646. 


Quakers,  petition  against  theatres,  842. 


Bain,  delnges  Luteme  Co.,  86. 
Bandolpb,  Beverly,  Qov.  of  Va.,  call  of 

a  convention,  667.    Indians,  600. 
Ba&dolph,  Bdmnnd,  Gov.  Va.,  memo* 

rial  of  Chas.  Simms,  116, 116.    Beso- 


lations  of  Ta.,  212.  Respeeting  a 
Negro  sUbve  oialmad,  249, 266.  Laws 
requested,  284  Laws— Joseph,  Blam, 
290.  Commercial  regaktions,  (1786,) 
623,  (1784,)  626. 

Bead,  James,  Flour  Inspector,  673. 

Beading,  a  justice  of  peace  required, 
413.  Bleetion  of  Burgesses,  276.  Be- 
commendation  of  J,  Deimer  as  Jndge, 
597. 

Receiter,  Oeneial,  islands  in  Ohio,  667* 
Report,  750. 

Beeord  of  court  against  Kilbom  and 
Parks,  419.  A.  EUbom,  646.  8. 
Miles,  547. 

Becords,  report  on  securing,  pahlic,  676. 

Beeorders  to  have  power  to  acknow* 
ledge  deeds,  136. 

Beemlting,  ordered  by  Searetaiy  of  War 
656. 

Bediok,  David,  aoeount  of  Indian  mur- 
ders, 149.  Intelligence  iVom  N.  Y^ 
197,  339.  Sleeted  Vice  Preside(kt» 
411.  Describes  lands  opposite  Pitts- 
burg,  244.  Asks  letters  from  Gov. 
Clinton,  of  J.  Franklin  and  Dr. 
Hamilton,  412.  Hamilton  and  Ben- 
ton, (1787,)  459.    Justices,  692. 

Beed,  Lt,  Samuel,  operations  at  Wyo- 
ming, 435. 

Begister  General  appointed,  668.  Opens 
oflBee  in  State  House,  569.  Amointa 
Thomas  Smith,  clerk,  670.  '  Order, 
671.  To  Comptroller  Gen.,  093, 
696.  Beport  on  finances,  722. 

Beid,  James  B.,  delegate  in  Congress, 
308.    Pav  as  member,  280. 

Beligious  liberty  and  rights  secured  by 
treaty  between  II.  6.  and  Prussia,  8» 

Beports,  of  Treasury,  16.  On  West 
boundary,  69,  308.  On  commerce, 
75.  On  cession  of  lands  by  Con- 
necticut, 107.  Proceedings  of  land* 
holders,  at  Wyoming,  246.  To  As- 
sembly on  Erie.  262.  Of  Attor.  Gen. 
on  oitisenship,  269>  260.  Beport, 
to .  Congress  on  letter  of  Com- 
missioners of  Va.,  317.  Of  Council 
on  Lake  Erie,  389.  Of  commission- 
ers on  boundary  between  N.  York 
and  Penna.,  522,  526.  Of  council  to 
General  Assembly,  on  purchase  of 
Srie,  528.  On  claim  of  Wra.  HamiU 
ton,  535.  On  securing  public  re- 
cords, 544, 676.  On  rewards  of  Cap- 
tors, 664, 677.  On  J.  Adlum's  letter  on 
surveys.  Comptroller  Gen.,  on 
accounts,  587-582,  690.  On  Hud 
Island  accounts,  686,  617.  On  ac- 
counts of  Gen.  Gibson  and  BnUer, 
688,  On  attorney's  fses,  647.  Ott 
aocoonts,  696.  Health  ofBeer,  747, 
Of aucUoneers,  748, 766, 761.    liastar 
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of  BolU,  748.  RAB^verOeii.  750.0oiii. 
misBionen  Tiflwingiifen,  751.  ¥loar 
inspector,  755.  Secretary  of  land 
office,  757.  Surveyor  Qen.,  758.  Of 
treasurer,  759-  Register  Qeneral, 
763.  ProOionQtaxy  of  Sap.  Court, 
765.   Measurer  of  grain  and  salt,  766. 

fiepresentation  in  Congress,  state  of 
.  ]22, 132,  168,  17^  180, 214,  263,275, 
298. 

Beqnisitaons  by  Congress  on  the  States, 
15,23,30,  73.  198. 

Besolutions  of  Assembly,  84,  207,  211, 
.  252,  393,  395,  398,  406,  523, 564,  566, 
614,  635,  636,  665,  669,  682. 

Besolutions  of  Assembly  of  Md.,  77. 

Besolutions  of  Congress,  38,  50,  64,  73, 
74,  75,  128,  129,  141,  142,  282,  316, 
352,  387,  655,  682,  586,  612,  613,616, 
665,  677^ 

Besolutions  of  Couneil  of  Ya.,  201. 

Besolutions  of  ExeeutiTO  Council,  on 
purchase  of  Erie,  313.  Lake  Erie 
iwlinquished  by  congress,  387.  Poir. 
der  Magazine,  393.  Purcbase  of  Erie, 
895.  Respite  of  Doans,  398.  Ae- 
eounts,  406.  Commissioners  to  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  523.  Gall  of 
State  convention,  56^  Sale  of  Erie 
lands,  566. 

Besolutions  of  Wyoming  settlers,  83. 

Bfaelner,  John,  forfeiture  of  flour  to  D. 
Niess,  submitted  to  Judges,  273. 

Bhode  Island,  act  to  comply  with  re- 
quisitions, 16,  23.  Act  to  establish 
judicial  courts,  D.  S.  in,  707. 

Binker,  James,  respecting  the  disposi- 
tion of  Indians,  207. 

Bittenhouse,  Benjamin,  appointed  com- 
missioner, to  examine  Schuylkill,  623. 

Bittenhouse,  David,  treasurer,  on  taxes, 
837.  Indemnifying  bond,  743. 

Bivers,  examination  of,  681,  683,  600, 
694,  756. 

Beads,  proposed,  Ae,,  70,  91, 131, 133, 
.  135,  143,  149,  186,  262,  560,  643,  656, 
725. 

Boberts,  Jonathan,  respecting  execu- 
tion of  John  Brown,  279. 

Bobins,  Ezekiel,  supplies  for  prisoners, 
atN.Y.,  (1782,)  495. 

Bobinson,  John,  Indian  murders,  719. 

Bobinson,  Capt.  Thomas,  on  Indian 
outrage,  432. 

Bolls,  Master  of,  Beport,  748. 

Bosborough,  Rev.  John,  killed  at' Tren- 
ton, his  family  recommended  by  coun- 
cil for  pay,  272. 

Boss,  Alexander,  sells  Isnds  to  Charles 
Sibis,  Viiginia  tiUes,  160. 

Boss,  Oeorge,  elected  V.  President,  411. 

Boss,  Lieut.  James,  order  on,  for  arms, 
(1787,)  458. 


Roes.-Williaa,  ebams  for  eiptoa  of  T. 

Pickering, 
Bush,  Dr.  Be^jaaixn,  Diekinsoii  CoUego^ 

427,  540,  578. 
Russia,  war  with  Turkey,  265. 
Rttston,   Dr.   Thomas,   elAias   seat  in 

eouncil,  for    Chester   Co.,  ftSSw    C 

Willing  declared  in  possession,  633). 
'Ryerson,  Thomas,  defence  against  I»- 

dians,  6b7. 


St  Clair,  Genl.  Arthor,  asks  time  cm 
payment  of  auction  duties,  1 27.  Ad- 
vanoed,  sueessor  appointed,  ISt. 
Wyoming,  189.  Attack  on  Fort  Har- 
mar  by  Indians,  392.  Letter  from, 
529.  To  Gen.  BuUer  on  Indians,  746. 
Ask  Troops  for  West.  Territory,  7i6w 

Salaries  of  publie  officers  of  U,  &,  129, 
615. 

Satterlee,  Benedict,  deposition,  344. 
Commitment,  346.    In  gaol,  347. 

Schott,  John,  P.,  raising  a  troop  of  light 
Dragoons,  297,  298,  397.  Censu^d, 
893,  394.     Troops,  Ac,  663. 

Schuylkill  River,  commissioner!  to  ex- 
amine, 623,  677^ 

Schuvlkill  falls,  obserrations  on,  by 
John  C.  Stroebel,  651. 

Schuylkill  River,  examination  of,  67T, 
694. 

Scott,  Thomas,  in  behalf  of  Washington 
Academy,  215.  On  his  way  to  Con- 
gress, 568. 

Sea,  letters  granted  by  Congress  to  Tas- 
sels, 239. 

Secretary  of  Foreign  af^irs,  74,  202; 
293,  411,  599. 

Secretary  of  Treasury,  655,  663. 

Sellers,  John,  resigns  as  eommissiooer 
on  Schuylkill,  623. 

Semple,  William,  Sub.  Lt.  of  Pbilada., 
memorial,  687. 

Shaw,  William,  109. 

Shays,  Daniel,  proclamation  of  Ifassa- 
cbusetts  to  arrest,  Ac,  119. 

Shippen,  Edward,  resigns  as  Justice,  91. 

Sbippensburg,  Road  to  Clarke's  Oap» 
143. 

Sims,  Charles,  memorial  respecUng 
lands  under  Virginia  title,  160.  Opin- 
ion of  W.  Bradford  Jr.,  162.  Letter 
to  Vice  President,  169. 

Six  nations  of  Indians,  airreensent  Ar 
purchase  of  lands  from  the,  by  Genlf 
Butler  and  Gibson,  629-533* 

Skinner,  John,  proposes  %  road,  91, 9i^ 
143,  15$. 
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Snitfi,   Gunrttt^  depMiUon  rtspeetiog 

Wyoming,  371 
BmiLhp   Jon'a  B.,  resigns  m   prothoo- 

oUry  of  Philadelphia,  423. 
Smith,  Tbomnv,  Loan  officer,  38,  84. 
Smith,    Thomas,   Duncan,    account  of 
diflturbaaoes  in  Huntingdon,  305>307. 
Smith,  William,  deposition  respecting 
J.  P.  Schott's    Company,  393,    804. 
Memorial  of.  Ac,  400. 
Smith,  Wm.,  Hooker,  letters,  45,  102, 

104,  105,  108, 
Smith,  Wm.,  Moore,  respecting  execn- 

tion  of  John  Brown,  277. 
Solitary    Cells  in  Philadelphia   to   be 

erected,  706. 
South  Carolina,    act  to   comply   with 

requisitions,  17,  23. 
South  Carolina,  Governor  applied  to  for 

public  pnpers  as  evidence,  645. 
Spanish   Frigate  at   Marcus  Hook  in 
danger  from  ice,  correspondence  with 
Commr.  Lianes,  99-102. 
Sprague,  Joseph,  on  Wyoming  affairs, 

93. 
Stanwix  Fort,  purchase  of  land  at,  508. 
State  Island,  repairs  wanted,  286. 
State  House   repairs,  558.    Trees  for, 

675. 
Sullivan,  Pres't,  John,  of  N.  H.,  dele- 
gates  to  ooBvention  in  Philada,  122. 
Stenben,  Pred.,  Wm.,  De,  acoonsts  set* 

tied,  706. 
Signals  agreed  upon  with  Morooco,  171. 
Stiffknee,  Indian  Chief,  arrives  in  Phil- 

adelphia,  733. 
Stiles.  Joseph,    powder  magazine   too 

small,  202.     Deticribes  it,  546. 
Strangers,  Burial  ground  reserved  in 

Philada.  571,  570. 
Stroebel,  Jno.,  C,  on  Schuylkill  falls, 

651. 
Strong,  Capt,  Solomon,  108. 
BnlHvan  and  Carberry,  mutiny,  27. 
Sapreme  Court,  proth'rs  Report,  765. 
SuPRKKB  Executive  CouifciL,  Letters 
to  and  from. — Adlum,  John,  576, 
629.  Agricuin  Society,  527,  384,  385. 
Anstey,  John,  148.  Armstrong,  John, 
Jr.,  137,  407.  Brig.  6en%  John, 
447.  Armstrong,  Wm.,  215,  242. 
Assembly,  87, 103, 187,  206,390,897, 
898,  402,  409,  529,  669,  673,  674,  675. 
Bache,  Bei^'n  F.  713.  Baker, 
Hilary,  604.  Balliet,  Stephen,  177, 
179,  460.  Barclay,  John,  89. 
Bartholomew,  Edw'd,  767.  Bayard, 
John,  28.  Biddle,  Clement,  236, 
673,  743.  Board  of  Treasury,  155. 
Board  of  War,  208,  240,  268,  381, 
391,  300,  534,  655, 645,  685,  686,  707. 
Bond,  Phineas,  255,  381.  Bradford, 
Wm.,   Jr.,   AU'y   Geni,    122,    232, 


284,  250,  960,  273,  810,  415,  419,431, 
445,  446,  467.  Brearly,  David,  C.  J. 
K.  J.,  548.  Brison,  James,  422,  624. 
Brodhead,  Daniel,  641,  661,  662,663, 
758.  Brown,  Andrew,  412.  Bryan, 
George,  (Judge,)  264,  283,  286. 
Burd,  Edward,  765.  Butler,  Lord, 
331.  Butler,  Gen'l  Richard,  437, 
663,  591,  715.  Butler,  Col.  Zebulon, 
179,  192,  330,  351,  356,881,  414,459, 
676.  Buyers,  John,  Ac,  438,  440. 
Caldwell,  Saml,  89,  594.  Canan, 
Col.  John,  588.  Caswell,  Richard, 
Gov'r,  N.  C,  116.  Chaloner,  John, 
762.  Cherokee  Chiefs,  584.  Cherokee 
Indian  Woman,  181.  Clarkson, 
Matthew,  250.  Clinton,  George,  Gov., 
N.  Y.,  96,  187,  326,  335,  341,  412. 
Coats,  Lt.  Col,  Wm.  273,  274.  Com* 
mander  Lianes  of  Spanish  Frigate, 
101,  102.  Comm'rs  of  Commercial 
Convention,  60.  Gomm'rs  on  Conn. 
Claims,  159.  Comm'rs  to  Indians, 
503,  507,  508,  509,  510.  Commis. 
doners  for  improving  Inland  naviga- 
tion, 77.  CommVs  of  Luzerne  Co., 
304,  832,  Comm'rs  of  Northampton 
Co.,  603.  Comm'rs  on  Rivers,  622, 
634,  637,  681,  683,  690.  Comm'rs  of 
Taxes,  499.  Comm'rs  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  511.  Comm'ra  of 
West  Boundary,  26,  52,  69,  178. 
Committee  of  Assembly,  103,  547. 
Committee,  Ways  and  Means,  Con* 
gross,  285,  545.  Committee  of 
Congress,  583,  585.  Congress,  4,  50, 
51,  56,  70,  71,  79,  121,  122,  128,  143, 
145,  168,  171, 173,  180,  191,  214,  239, 
285, 293,  311,  314,  323,  339, 353,  875, 
^87, 482,  543,  562.  County  Comm'rs, 
593.  Cowperthwaite,  Joseph,  380. 
Coxe,Teneh.5  9,542.  Craig,  Lt.  Col., 
John,  196,  236,  305.  Craig,  Thomas, 
276.  Crawford,  Edward,  690.  Cun- 
iogham,  J.,  263.  Curwen,  John,  572. 
Dale,  Sami  66.  Davis,  Benj'n, 
Jr.,  766.  Delany,  Sharp,  359,  602. 
Delegates  to  Congress,  4,  27,  37,  87, 
106,  188,  207,  237,  251,  252,  266,  280, 
308,  342,  861,  352,  364,  373,  382,383, 
408,  433,  456,457,  460,504,  505,  537. 
Denison,  Nathan,  212, 327.  Donglaas, 
Ephraim,  ^'2,  535.  Donaldson,  John, 
569, 570,  722,  763.  Dnnwoodie,  James, 
430. 

Eokert,  Yalentioe,  203,  211.  EUieott, 
And'w,  134,  140,  178,  216.  243,  326, 
429,  588,  612,  615,  705.  Elliott,  Lt. 
Beig'n,  665. 

Falconer,  Naihl,  787,  747.  Febigor, 
Chrirtian,  563,  649, 761.  Ferguson, 
CH»t.    W.,      590.       Finlay,     R«r. 
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James,  29^.  Pisber,  Thomas,  S88. 
Fitzsimons,  Thos.,  426,  596.  Fmnklin, 
Br.  Beig.  Executors,  701.  Franklin, 
John,  14,  52,  94,  111,  175,  182,  183, 
185,  549,  556.     Freeman,  A.,  714. 

Galbraith,  Robert,  379,  656.  Qard- 
ner,  Hon.  Joseph,  451,  453.  Gib- 
son, George,  606.  Gore,  Obediah, 
192,  316.  Goyemor  of  Delaware,  33. 
Of  OonnecUcttt,  238,  409,  447,  451. 
Of  Georg:ia,  96.  Of  Maryland,  57. 
Of  Massachusetts,  271.  Of  New 
Jersey,  93,  650.  Of  New  York,  96, 
125,  187.  Of  North  Carolina,  116. 
Of  South  Carolina,  545.  Of  Virginia, 
115,  116,  212,  256,284,  290,  497,  501, 
523,  525,  557.  Graham,  Henry  Hale, 
638.  Grant,  Thomas  110.  Griswold, 
Math'w,  Gov.  of  Connecticut,  447, 
451.  Gnmey,  Francis,  768. 
Hollenbaoh,  Mathias,  216.  Hamilton, 
Alex.,  Secretary  Treasury,  638,  641, 
654,  663,  664.  Hancock,  Gov.  John, 
of  Massachusetts,  272.  Harmar,  Lt 
.  CoL,  Josiah,  173,  217,  270,  286,  325, 
391.  Harrison,  Governor,  Beoj'n,  of 
Virginia,  497,  (1783.)  499,  501, 
507.  Hartley,  Col.,  Thomas,  156. 
Hellestedt,  Chas.,  (Swe.  Cons.,)  265, 
Hiester,  Daniel,  Jr.,  607.  Hodgdon, 
Samuel,  874, 379.  Hopkinson,  Fra's, 
53,  77,  125.  375,  634.  Houer,  Sam'l, 
47,  102.  Hubley,  Adsm,  755.  Hub- 
ley,  Lt.  Bernard,  709,  710.  Huff- 
nagle,  Michael,  500.  Huntington, 
Governor  of  Connecticut)  238,  409 
414. 

Indian  prisoners,  712.  Ingels,  Geo., 
767.  Irvine,  Gen'l,  Wm.,  501,  51^, 
513.  Irvine,  Matthew,  749. 
Jacks.  James,  361.  Jay,  John,  171, 
202,  287,  293,  800,  411.  JeiTerson, 
Thomas,  Sec'y  State,  679,  688,  689, 
696,  700,  703,  705,  706,  707,  708, 709, 
712,  713.  Jenkins,  John,  15,  52. 
Johnston,  Captain,  And'w,  157. 
Johnston,  Francis,  644,  750.  Jones, 
David,  58.  Judges  of  Supreme 
Court,  233,  264,  283,  295,  441,  442, 
361,  472,  478,  484,  488,  4'J0,6<'1,  667. 
Justice  of  Berks  Co.,  286.  Justioes 
of  Franklin  Co.,  316.  Justices  of 
Northampton  Co.,  273. 
Eeene,  Lawr.,  141.  Eemp,  Oapt 
John,  497.  Kennedy,  David,  651, 
757.  Knox,  Gen.  H.,  (Sec'y  War), 
208,  268.  269,  281,  290,  801,  524,655, 
Land,  OflBcers,  138.  Latimer,  G  eorge, 
661.  Lenox,  David,  55.  Levan. 
Daniel,  63.  Lieutenants  of  Ceimtitts, 
S79.    Light    Infantry,   Company  of 


PhlladeTphia,  M.  Llvingstmi,  Wb^ 
Gov.,  N.  J.,  93,  836,  150.  Loan 
Office,  Tmstees,  170.  Lnkeniy  John, 
82,  93,  427.  Luieme,  riievalier  da 
la,  462,  464,  465,  46«,  4«8,  470,  473, 
482,  487. 

McEean,  0.  J.,  Thos.,  264,  276, 2S3, 
295,  351-366,  661.  McLean,  Alex^ 
71, 642.  McLean,  Capt.,  Jas,  229,  SO, 
231,  406.  Magistrates,  at  Wyoming^ 
440.  Managers  of  State  Lotteiy,  $9y 
118.  Marbois,  Mons.,  Barbe,  de,  49, 
461,  471,  481, 494.  Marshall,  JamcA, 
209,  377.  Mead,  David,  454,  4^ 
Melcher,  Isaac,  523.  Mentges,  CoL, 
Francis,  78.  Mercantile  Society  of 
Philadelphia,  103.  Mifflin,  John, 
647.  Milligan,  Robert,  27.  Minister 
of  United  Netherland,  468,  470,  475, 
477,  479,  480.  Miro,  Brig.  6eD\ 
567.  Mitchel,  Joseph,  25S.  Moat- 
gomery,  Wm.,  35.  Moore,  Col^  Jas., 
434-436-443.  Moore,  Thomas,  99. 
Morris,  Richard,  (C.  J.,  of  N.  Y^) 
413.  Morru,  Robert,  505.  Muhlea- 
berg,  Petor,  V.  P.,  231. 

Nesbitt,  John,  MAZweU,520.  Nkhola. 
son,  Joseph,  742.  Nicholson,  Jo&n, 
33,  34,  90,  139,  142,  198,  234,  240, 
259,  822,  404,  561,  589,  665, 658,  702, 
731,  739,  742,  747.  Nioola,  Lowii, 
536. 

Officers,  commanding  in  Lntene, 
204.  Officers  of  MilitiA  of  Philad'a 
Co.,  57.  O'Hara,  James,  228.  Owoi, 
Evan,  585, 643. 

Patterson,  Alex.  457.  Peiert,  Rich*d, 
835,  482,  572,  636.  Pettit,  Cbarka, 
28,  37,  41,  167,  266,  708.  Philadia 
AgriouIturalSociety,  384-5,  527.  P^ 
Company,  428.  Philad^ft  Coan^ 
Comm'rs,  706.  Pickering,  Timothy, 
159,  177,  178,  179,  180,  208,  256, 2K1, 
295,  296,  312,  846,  353,  3^0,  363,365, 
866,  399,  424,  541.  Pinekney,  Got. 
Thomas,  South  Carolina,  &4ou  Pine, 
R.  E.,  95.  Portor,  CoL,  And'w,  l&O, 
178,  214,  241—502.  Powei,  Sanil, 
527, 384, 385.  Proctor,ThoB.,  (Sheriff,) 
469,  477,  664,  719,  740,  741,  763. 

Randolph,  Beverly,  Got.  of  Tirgfnb, 
557,  (1784)  Randolph,  Rdmrad, 
Gov.  Virginia,  115, 116, 212,  240, 850, 
284,  290,  523,  625.  Re^d,  JamM, 
757.  Receiver  Geni,  007,  ttOO. 
Redicfc,  David,  149,  197,  244,  3SS, 
410,  469,  6i'2.  Register  Qaal,  MO, 
570,  722,  763.  Rittonhooae,  David, 
203,  837,  743.  Robins,  KsakleU  495, 
Robinson,  Capk,  Thos.,  4SS.  Bom, 
James,  458.     Rush,  Dr.  fiei^Jaania, 
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427, 540,  678.  Rash,  Jacob,  (Jadg«,) 
2V6.  Raston,  Thomss,  632,  Ryer- 
son,  Thomas,  666. 

St  Clair,  Hon.  Anth-y,  127,  189,  893. 
Schott,  John  P.,  297,  2»8,  397,  663. 
Scott,  Thoma«,  215,  569.  Secretary 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  171,  202,  2«7, 290, 
800.  Sellers,  John,  623.  Shannon, 
Wm.,  748.  Sheriff  of  Philad'a,  469, 
477,  664,  719,  740,  741,  763.  Shippen, 
Bdvard,  91.  Skinner,  John,  92,  143, 
159.  Simms,  Charles,  169.  Smith, 
Francis,  198.  Smith,  Jona.,  B.,  423. 
Smith,  T.  D.,  and  A.  Henderson,  305. 
Smith,  Wm.,  Hooker,  14,  46,  102, 
19?,  880.  Spragne,  Joseph,  93. 
Stiles,  Joseph,  202.  Sullivan,  Pres., 
John,  126.  Swaine,  Francis  269. 
Talbot,  Lieut.  Jeremiah,  280.  Tel- 
fair, Edward,  Gov.  Georgia.  96.  Tor- 
renoe,  Lieut  Joseph,  702.  TraU, 
Robert,  446.  Treasury  Board,  64, 
79,  86.  Trimble,  James,  679.  Trus- 
tees of  Loan  Office,  170.  Trustees  of 
Washington  Academy,  215.  Tum- 
buU,  Wm.  623. 

,  University  of  Penns.,  613,  704,  742. 
Van  Campen,  John,  26.  Vandyke, 
Gov.  Nichs.  of  Del.  83.  Vauehan. 
Sam.,  674.  *       ' 

War,  Board  of,  208,  240,  268,  281, 
291,  300,  534,  655,  621,  624,  646,  685 
886,  707,  711.  Wardens  of  PhiU. 
>9,  101,  643.  Washington,  Gen. 
Geoiige,  496.  Wwhington,  Pres.  687, 
696,  699,  600,  601,  60  i,  604,  606,611, 
616,  616,  673.  Westbroek,  Abraham, 
47,  102.  Wilson,  James,  446,  463. 
WUson,  WiUm.  192.  Will,  WUliam, 
413.  Willet,  CoL  Marinns,  711. 
Williamson,  Hon.  Hugh,  449. 
Zeigler,  Cap.  David,  284,  290,  801. 

Sarreyor  Genls  office,  32,  93,  660,  668. 

Sanreys  of  £rie,  John  Adlum  on,  676, 
Report  on,  577. 

8a«qaehanna  Co.  meeting  «nd  resol«. 
tiona  respecting  lauds  purchased  of 
natives,  114, 

Saaquehanna  River,  prooeedings  at 
Xianoaster  to  examine  and  clear,  608- 
611.  J.  Adlum  recommended,  ap- 
pointed,  621,  629.  Meeting  of  coun- 
ties to  improve,  626-629.  Instruc- 
tiona  to  Commissioners,  636,  637,  682. 
I«etters  from,  637,  694.  Ezamina- 
tion,  679,  694.  Estimate  of  ezpea- 
860  to  view,  694. 
Swaine,  Francis,  (Sheriff)  explains  diffi- 
ealty  charged  on  exeoation  of  John 
Brown  in  Mootgomei7  Co.,  269.  • 


Swedish  Coosul  advises  of  War  between 
Russia  and  Turkey,  266,  292. 

Swedish  Envoy  sends  papers  on  barra- 
try  of  a  Captain  of  a  vessel,  296. 


Talbot,  Lieut.  Jeremiah,— election  of, 
troop  of  Ligl^  horse  in  Fnaklin,  Co., 
280. 

Tavern  Licenses,  604. 

Taxes,  Commrs.  of,  498,  693,  603. 

Telfair,  Bdwd.  Gov.  GeorgU,  letter 
from,  96. 

Theatres,  Petition  of  Quakers  airainst. 
342.  ^        ^ 

Thomas,  Jo8eph,-.-Doaii'e  Estate,  726. 

Tioga,  River,  towns,  on.  Caleb  Ben- 
ton to  Col.  John  JPranklin,  176. 
Militaiy  post  to  be  at,  369. 

Todd,  WiUiam,  Islands  in  Western  Riy. 
ers,  646. 

Tonnage  duties,  699,  601. 

Torrenoe,  Lieutenant  Joseph,  siiUtary 
officers,  702. 

Traill,  Hon.  Robert,  letter  from,  288. 
Death  of  R.  Levers,  289— resigns  in 
Council,  A  applies  for  his  place,  289. 
Prisoners  in  EastonJail,  (1784,)  446. 

Traitors,  Certified  list  of,  applied  for 
by  J.  Anstey,  a  British  Agent,  148. 

Treasuzy,  Boar^  Letters  to  and  from, 
16,  64,  79,  86,  165,  882,  383,  663, 
664.  Report  to  Congress,  16,  60. 
Resolutions,  of  Congress,  respecting, 
64.    Reservations  at  Erie,  882. 

Treasury  department,  faete  respeotinff. 
649.  * 

Treaty,  infractions  with  G.  B.  72.  Com- 
mercial with  Prance,  220-228. 
Trimble.  James, — widow  Mercer's  pen- 
sion, 677.     Variation  eharts,  719. 
Turkey  and  Russia,  at  war,  266. 
Turnpikes,  Richd.  Peters,  on,  336.  Lan- 
easter,  672. 


United  Stetes,  report  of  trearaiy  to 
Congress,  on  auto  passed  by  the 
States,  to  meet  the  requisitions,  16. 
Account  of  reoeipto  and  expendituree, 
30.  finances,  16,  23,  30,  83,  60,  86. 
Uniformity  of  com'cial  systems  in  the 
States,  proposed,  6 1 .  Requisitions,  78. 
Ordinance  for  settling  aooonnto  be 
tween,  and  States,  146,  164,  317,  328 
Jlgiers,  war  between,  622.  State* 
ment  of  quantity  and  value  of  Erie, 
685.  Amendmento  to  constitution, 
proposed  by  N.  Carolina,  674.  Cen* 
CM,  679.    Aoeept  eeMion  of  WectifB 
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territory  from  North  Carolina,  681, 
688.  Aoeounts  with  Pennfljlrania, 
698.  Got.  of  Western  territory,  703. 
Courts,  703.  Charles  Pettit,  appoint- 
ed to  BetUe  aooountfl  between  Penna., 
and,  708. 
University  of  Penna.,  ask  for  use  of 
State  House  bell,  now  meeting  at 
Philoeophioal  Society's  Hall,  613. 
Granted  by  Assembly,  614.  Invita- 
tions to  commeneementy  704.  711. 


Van  Campen,  John,  letter,  26. 

Vandyke,  Got.  Nicholas,  of  Dela.>  let- 
ter from,  33. 

Vaughan,  Samuel,  on  trees  for  State 
House  yard,'  674. 

Virginia,  aot  to  eomply  wdth  requisition, 
17,  23.  Letter  from  land  offieers,  on 
claims  under  titles  of,  138,  160.  Me- 
morial of  Chas.  Simms,  160,*^  169. 
Letters,  Gov.  Randolph,  212,  284. 
Laws  requested,  284.  Proeeedings 
of  ooanoil  respecting  titles,  291.  Re- 
port to  congressj  on  letter  of  commis- 
sioners of,  317.  Letters  to  and  ttom 
Got.  Harrison,  (1783,)  on  boundaries, 
497,  499,  501,  507.  Campbell  and 
Simpson's  claims,  601.  Copy  of  laws 
asked  for,  507.  And  Maryland  on  in- 
ternal navigation,  511.  Commissio- 
ners to  be  appointed  by  Penna.,  521. 
Act  of,  on  Commerce,  623 — 526.  Let- 
ter to  Gov.  Randolph  on  calling  con- 
vention, 557.  Arrival  of  Indian 
ehiefs  in,  600. 


W, 

War  with  Algiers,  522. 

War,  Board  of,  letters  to  and  from,  208, 
240,  268,  282,  290,  301,  531,  555,  621, 
6i4,  645,  685,  686,  728,  730. 

Wardens,  of  Philadelphia,  purchased 
gronnd  for  beacon,  at  Cape  May,  03. 
Danger  to  piers,  at  Marous  Hook, 
from  Spanish  frigate,  99.  Correspond- 
ence with  commander,  <fcc.,  99 — 102. 
Supposed  interference  of  British  Con- 
sul, with,  375.  Expense  of  watching 
public  buildings,  543. 

Warrants  for  lands  in  new  purchase, 
number  of,  issued,  121. 

Warrant  against  Wyoming  insurgents, 
840. 

Washington  Academy,  lands  for,  215. 

Washington  Co.,  Indian  murders  la, 
t09.    Application  from,  for  dofene*, 


S77.  Danger  from  Indians,  686.  Di* 
Tided,  640.  Indian  troubles  in,  673* 
675,  685,  686.  Secretary  of  War  to 
Lieuts.  of,  686. 

Washington,  Gen.  George,  to,  respect- 
ing prisoners  at  N.  Y.,  (1782,)  496. 

Washington,  George,  President  U.  S., 
circular  on  mode  of  commmunioation 
with  executives,  5S7.  Sends  acts, 
596,  599,  601,  602,  603,  604,  611,  615, 
616.     Celebration  of  birth-day,  664. 

Wasook,  Capt.  Strong's  town  at,  69. 

Weather,  very  severe  at  Muakingma 
and  Pittsburg,  244. 

Weights  and  Measures,  opinion,  734. 

Westbroek,  Abm.,  letters,  47,  102. 

Western  boundary,  26,  52,  69,  71. 

Western  and  north-western  territary, 
sale  of  townships  in,  141.  Ordinanee 
for  government  of,  162.  Ceded  by 
N.  Car.>lina,  681. 

Western  territory,  act  of  Congre«R- 
specting,  332,  339.  Defence  of,  62L 
Act  of  Congress  for,  621,  715,  716. 

Westmoreland  Co.,  returns  of  militis 
officers,  402,  408.  And  arms.  464. 
Excise  on  liquors,  661.  Petition 
from,  670. 

Will,  William,  contests  election  of  Sha- 
riff,  Ash,  410,  413. 

Willet,  Col.  Marinus,  accompanies  In- 
dians, to  Phila.,  707,  711. 

Williamson,  Hon.  Hugh,  on  memorial, 
Ac,  from  Conn.,  (1785,)  449. 

Wilson,  Hon.  James,  Wyoming  a&in 
in  Congress,  (1785,)  453. 

Wilson,  Col.  William,  bearer  of  ammu- 
nition to  Wyoming,  192. 

Wistar,  Dr.  Caspar,  Jr.,  on  inspector  of 
pot  and  pearl  ashes,  679. 

WykoiF,  P.,  appointed  auctioneer  in 
place  of  Gen.  St.  CUir,  128. 

Wyoming,  Letters,  Ac,  to  aad  from 
Col.  John  FrankUn,  3,  14,  45,  47,  52, 
67,  84,  94,  111,  182,  238.  LeUers  te 
and  from  Joseph  Hamilton,  3.  67, 
84,  94,  182,  183.  Congress  accept 
cessions  of  Connecticut,  3,  107.  Pro- 
ceedings in  respect,  Conneetimit,  5, 
107.  Safety  of  agents  from,  se- 
cured, 15,  52.  Wm.  Hooker,  Smidi, 
letters  to  and  from,  15,  45,  102, 104» 
105,  108.  John,  Jenkins,  letters  to 
and  from,  Ac,  15,  45,  52.  John  Van 
Campen,  on,  26.  Meeting  at  47. 
Montgomery,  Wm.,  on,  35,  108,111. 
Susquehanna  Co.,  45,  114.  West- 
broek and  Hauer,  47.  Obed.,  Qon, 
48.  Franklin  and  Jenkins  in  Pfcila., 
62,  67.  Instructions  to  SaraL  D^ 
66.  Notice  issued  by  J.  Franklin,  67. 
Report  of  proceedins  of  F.  and  J.,  in 
Phila.,  67.    Capt  Mong*!  tovaat 
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Wtmook,  M.  RmoW«s  of  setUers,  83, 
Hi.  T.  Piokering,  Register,  A<u,  84. 
Delage  in,  85.  Letter,  Joa.  Sprague, 
on  affairs  at,  93.  Dr.  Benton — Gapt. 
Bortle,-<town  of  I%tnain-Capt.  Strong, 
-Hagaboom  settlers,  94.  Letter,  Gov. 
N.  Y.,  Ethan  Allen  and  S.  Strong,  90. 
W.  U.  Smith,  «ko.,  to  council,  103.  Do. 
to  Jona.  Correy  and  Mr.  L.,  104.  A 
serioas  address  to  inhabitants,  by  W. 
H.  Smith,  10&.  W.  Montgomery  to 
Council  respecting  B.  Allen,  Capt. 
Strong  and  Col.  Franklin,  Ac,  108. 
Thomas  Grant,  to  coancil,  110.  Law- 
rence Keene  to  do.,  on  recognizances, 
111.  J.  Franklin  to  Wm.  Montgomery, 
111.  Meeting  of  proprietors  of  Sus- 
quehanna Co.  114.  Report  on  ces- 
sion, proposed  by  oomm'r.  of  lands 
west  of  Penna.,  107.  List  of  land- 
holders, 124.  Letters  to  and  from  T. 
Pickering,  133,  135,  159,  176,  178, 
179,  180,  195,  205,  208,  250,  281,  295, 
290,  312,  359,  363,  365-371,  399,  424, 
541.  Roads,  133,  135.  Letter  from 
commissioners  on  Conn't  claims,  159. 
Comm'rs.  elected,  160.  Lettef^  Ben- 
ton to  John  Franklin,  on  Tioga  towns. 
175.  Council,  to  Pickering  and  Bal- 
liet,  179.  lostructions  to  Col.  John 
Craig,  to  take  Franklin,  189.  Let- 
ter from  delegates  in  Congre^,  189. 
Arms,  Ac,  sent,  to,  192.  Disturb- 
ances at,  192.  Combination  of  set- 
tlers, 194.  Right  to  dispossess  in  a 
Federal  court,  194.  Respecting  T. 
Pickering,  in  letter  F.  Smith,  195. 
Instructions  to  officers,  204.  To  com- 
missioners, 205.  Council  ask  assem- 
bly to  apply  to  Congress  for  men,  200, 
207.  Arms  for,  212.  Instructions  for 
N.  Denisoo,  212.  Letter,  Qore  and 
Hollenbach,  troops,  310.  Letter  to 
Qor.  of  Connecticut,  238.  Report 
and  proceeding  of  landholders,  248. 
Courts  held  quietly,  250.  Bill  re- 
specting, introduced,  200.  Complaint 
against  justices,  281,  312.  Recogni- 
sance for  John  Franklin's  appear- 
ance, 295.  Letter,  L.  Myers,  respect- 
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officers,  312.  Justices,  313.  Letters 
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451.  Letter,  Hugh  Williamson,  (1785,) 
on  Memorial  from  Conn,  claimants, 
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Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


788 


INDEX. 


To  Alazaader  Pafttenon,  (1786,)  vn 
do.,  457.  Arms,  to  M.  HoUenbaeh, 
17S7,)  456.  Arms  soot  to  Lt  Batier, 
(1787,)  469.  ToD.  Eediok,.(1787,) 
respecting  Hamilton  and  Bctt(on,459. 
President  to  delegntos,  (1787,)  appre- 
hension of  Hamilton  and  his  papers, 
460.  President  to  BaUiet  and  Arm- 
strong,/1 788.)  Lands,  481.  Agree- 
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338. 


BND  OF  VOLUME  XL 


..X 


'7^-/^>r 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


•1 


iir  ( 


I 

I 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Vl 


'}■(■' ^.^^'v^l 


